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WWWAAALLLGGGEEETTTTTT   SSSHHHIIIRRREEE   CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLL   IIINNNFFFOOORRRMMMAAATTTIIIOOONNN   
 
Address:     77 Fox Street 
     WALGETT NSW 2832 
 
Postal Address:   PO Box 31 
     WALGETT NSW 2832 
 
Telephone:    (02) 6828 1399 
 
Facsimile:    (02) 6828 1608 
 
Email:     admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au  
 
Office Hours:    9.00 am – 4.30 pm 
 
Council Meetings:   Third Thursday of each Month up until October 2006  
     Third Tuesday of each month from November 2006  
 
Auditors:    Spencer Steer 
 
Principal Towns:   Walgett 
     Lightning Ridge 
     Collarenebri 
 
Villages:    Come-By-Chance 
     Carinda 
     Burren Junction 
     Grawin/Glengarry/Sheepyards 
     Rowena 
     Pokataroo 
 
Hamlet:    Cryon 
 

SSSHHHIIIRRREEE   SSSTTTAAATTTIIISSSTTTIIICCCSSS   
 
Area:     22,007 Square Kilometres 
 
Population:    8550 
 
Road Length:    2908 Kilometres 

 

Distance from Sydney:  690 Kilometres 

 
Distance from Canberra:  677 Kilometres 

 

mailto:admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au
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GGGEEENNNEEERRRAAALLL   MMMAAANNNAAAGGGEEERRR’’’SSS   MMMEEESSSSSSAAAGGGEEE   
 
 
I am pleased to present the foreword for the 2005/2006 financial year annual report and 
offer my thanks to Councils Administrator for that time, Mr. Hugh Percy. 
 
I also wish to acknowledge the Council staff for their ongoing hard work and dedication 
to Council and the community. It is only with every person employed by the Shire 
completing their duties beyond what is expected, that the ever increasing burden of 
legislation affecting our operation is able to be handled in a professional manner. 
 
It is the important tasks that are performed by staff each day that tend to go unnoticed, 
whether it is in administration, maintenance, repairs, construction, cleaning or 
gardening, it is these myriad jobs that keep our communities functioning.  Again, it is the 
assembled contribution of the staff that complete these tasks that allow me and 
everyone else to perform their duties and this should be appreciated by all. 
 
It was a pleasure to receive notice in April that Council had been removed from the 
Department of Local Governments Financial Monitoring list, showing the progress that 
has been made in our governance procedures. It is also pleasing to see that Council 
achieved a $1.6 million dollar surplus for this financial year. 
 
Council is endeavouring to reduce outstanding debts, rates and charges through a 
combination of debt recovery and sales of land for unpaid rates and will continue to do 
so until an acceptable level is reached and maintained. 
 
The drought has been ongoing and a cause of concern for us and the community, but 
this has not stopped us from looking forward and planning for the future of Walgett 
Shire. In doing this we are developing 10 year strategic plans to ensure the ongoing 
sustainability of the Shire maintenance and its assets. We are working across our 
region with our neighbours to look at possible resource sharing initiatives that could 
benefit us all. 
 
I thank the staff and community for their support in this year and look forward to 
continuing to support them in the coming year. 
 
 
 
Stephen McLean 
General Manager 
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CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLL’’’SSS   FFFIIINNNAAANNNCCCIIIAAALLL   
RRREEEPPPOOORRRTTTSSS   222000000555///222000000666   

 
Attached to this report is a copy of Council’s 
Financial Report for the year ending 30 June 
2006, marked ‘Appendix A’. 
 
 

SSSTTTAAATTTEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   
PPPEEERRRFFFOOORRRMMMAAANNNCCCEEE   

 
Attached to this Report is the comparison of 
actual performance of Council’s principal 
activities measured in accordance with the 
Management Plan for the year ending 30 
June 2006 ‘Appendix B’. 
 
 

SSSTTTAAATTTEEE   OOOFFF   EEENNNVVVIIIRRROOONNNMMMEEENNNTTT   
RRREEEPPPOOORRRTTT   

Attached to this Report is the Statement of 
the Environment Report for the year ending 
30 June 2006, marked ‘Appendix C’. 
 
 

RRREEEPPPOOORRRTTTSSS T   TTOOO   TTTHHHEEE   
CCCOOONNNDDDIIITTTIIIOOONNN   OOOFFF   PPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCC   

WWWOOORRRKKKSSS   
 
Attached to this Report is the Condition of 
Public Works for the year ending 30 June 
2006, marked ‘Appendix D’. 
 
 

SSSUUUMMMMMMAAARRRYYY   OOOFFF   LLLEEEGGGAAALLL   
PPPRRROOOCCCEEEEEEDDDIIINNNGGGSSS   

 
1.Summary of amounts incurred relating to 

Legal Proceedings 
 

Following the termination of contracts of 
Employment of former employees, John 
William Burden and Jonathon Hunter 
Woolridge instituted proceedings in the 
Industrial Relations Commission of New 
South Wales seeking amendment of the 
contracts under section 106 of the 
Industrial Relations Act and payment for 
performance bonuses and redundancy. 

The total direct costs of these proceedings 
to June 2006 was $15,192.50. It is 
expected that the total direct legal costs to 
finalise this matter will be in excess of 
$46,000. 

 
2. State of progress of each legal proceedings
 

Jonathon Woolridge 
Mr Woolridge was seeking compensation 
of $55,826.00. Prior to the matter being 
referred to Conciliation, Council offered an 
amount of $12,500 on a commercial 
“without prejudice” basis to settle the 
matter. This amount was not accepted 
and Mr Woolridge offered to settle the 
matter for a payment of $32,000. The 
matter was finally settled with a payment 
of $28,000 to Mr Woolridge on 29 
November 2005. 
 
John Burden 
Mr Burden was seeking compensation of 
$65,826. At Conciliation, Council was able 
to conform that Mr Burden was an 
undischarged bankrupt. Counsel for Mr 
Burden then successfully sought a 
general adjournment of the proceedings to 
rectify “irregularities”. Mr Burden was paid 
an amount of $21,000 on 1 August 2006. 
 
During the course of the case a point of 
legal contention was argued in an appeal. 
The outcome of the appeal was in favour 
of Mr Burden and Council was ordered to 
pay costs of $21,000 being costs 
presented to Council by Mr Burden’s 
solicitor. These costs were finalised and 
the costs of the appeal in the amount of 
$16,000 (plus GST) were paid by Council. 

 
 

MMMAAAYYYOOORRRAAALLL   AAANNNDDD   
CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLLLLLOOORRRSSS   FFFEEEEEESSS   AAANNNDDD   

EEEXXXPPPEEENNNSSSEEESSS   
   
Mr Hugh Percy continued as Administrator of 
Walgett Shire Council for the period up to 30 
June 2006. The appointment of Mr Vic Smith 
commenced on 1 July 2006. The 
Administrator Expenses totalled $210,606. 
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CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLL’’’SSS   PPPOOOLLLIIICCCYYY   OOONNN   
PPPRRROOOVVVIIISSSIIIOOONNN   OOOFFF   FFFAAACCCIIILLLTTTIIIEEESSS   –––   

CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLLLLLOOORRR   EEEXXXPPPEEENNNSSSEEESSS   
 
Council presently maintains policies (4.1 – 
4.8) directed at Councillors and Council that 
advise the use of Council facilities. These 
policies are currently being reviewed to 
ensure that the policy complies with the 
“Guidelines for the Payment of Expenses and 
the Provision of Facilities to Mayors and 
Councillors” as released by Department of 
Local Government on 5 September 2006 in 
Circular 06-57. 
   

OOOVVVEEERRRSSSEEEAAASSS   TTTRRRAAAVVVEEELLL   
 
No overseas travel was undertaken by 
Administrator, Council staff or other persons 
representing Council. 
 

DDDEEETTTAAAIIILLLSSS   RRREEELLLAAATTTIIINNNGGG   TTTOOO   
SSSEEENNNIIIOOORRR   SSSTTTAAAFFFFFF   

 
In accordance with the provision of Section 
332 of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
position of General Manager is the only 
position at Walgett Shire Council to be 
determined to be a senior staff position. 
 
The total salary package applicable for this 
position for the period of 1 July 2005 to 30 
June 2006, inclusive of Salary, Motor Vehicle, 
Subsidised Rental and employer funded 
superannuation was $114,252.26. Additional 
relocation costs $2,163.64 incurred at 
appointment have been paid by Council and 
are expensed over the term of the three year 
contract. If the contract is terminated before 
the initial three years the balance of relocation 
costs are to be paid by Mr McLean. 
 
 

Stephen McLean  
Remuneration Package 

Salary (Cash) 
Component 96,464.55 

Other Payments  9,000.00 

Superannuation 8,787.71 

Non-Cash Benefits - 

FBT for Non-Cash 
Benefits - 

Total Package 114,252.26 
 
 

SSSTTTAAATTTEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   
CCCOOONNNTTTRRRAAACCCTTTSSS   AAAWWWAAARRRDDDEEEDDD   IIINNN   

EEEXXXCCCEEESSSSSS   OOOFFF   $$$111555000,,,000000000   
 
During the year ending 30 June 2006, the 
following Contracts were awarded in excess 
of $150,000:- 
 

CONTRACTOR SERVICES 
SUPPLIED 

VALUE OF 
CONTRACT 

Pioneer Road 
Services 

Bitumen 
Sealing and 
Resealing 

$864,058 

Coates Hire Plant Hire $284,263 

Walgett Gravel 
Carters 

Gravel 
Haulage $311,382 

Ridgerock Pty 
Ltd Plant Hire $228,183 

Rob Rubie Plant Hire $265,152 

RA and JM 
Ramien Plant Hire $739,499 

RA and ES 
Yeomans 

Waste 
Management 

Centre 
$178,018 

Mijon Pat Pty 
Ltd 

Materials 
Haulage $448,142 

BT Contractors Bridge 
Construction $651,961 

G Freeman Plant Hire $158,120 

Dewsons 
Contractors 

Road 
Maintenance $186,549 
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BBBUUUSSSHHHFFFIIIRRREEE   HHHAAAZZZAAARRRDDD   
RRREEEDDDUUUCCCTTTIIIOOONNN   AAACCCTTTIIIVVVIIITTTIIIEEESSS   

 
Bush Fire Hazard Reduction activities for 
2005/2006 are as follows: -  
 
Grading:-  Regional Roads – 300km x 10m 
      Shire Roads – 1,200km x 10m 
Slashing: - (roadside) 430km x 6m 
Slashing of Parks – not included 
  
Incidents attended for 2005/2006 were as 
follows:- 
 
Hazard Reduction    0 
Grass and Structural fires  50 
Hazardous Incidents   5 
Motor Vehicle Accidents  13 
Support External Agencies  9 
False Alarms    4 
 
 

PPPRRROOOGGGRRRAAAMMMSSS   TTTOOO   PPPRRROOOMMMOOOTTTEEE   
SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEESSS   AAANNNDDD   AAACCCCCCEEESSSSSS   TTTOOO   
SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEESSS   FFFOOORRR   PPPEEEOOOPPPLLLEEE   OOOFFF   
DDDIIIVVVEEERRRSSSEEE   CCCUUULLLTTTUUURRRAAALLL   AAANNNDDD   

LLLIIINNNGGGUUUIIISSSTTTIIICCC   BBBAAACCCKKKGGGRRROOOUUUNNNDDDSSS   
 
Walgett Shire Council recognises that people 
from culturally diverse backgrounds may face 
issues in relation to access to services and 
participating in the wider community. Walgett 
Shire Council is committed to providing 
equitable and accessible services, facilities 
and activities for the whole communities and 
supports the principles of multiculturalism as 
summarised:- 

• All residents have opportunities to 
participate in public life 

• Provisions are made for culture, and 
that these are respected 

• All residents are able to participate in 
relevant activities and programs 
administered by the Council 

   
   
   
   

DDDEEETTTAAAIIILLLSSS   OOOFFF   AAACCCTTTIIIVVVIIITTTIIIEEESSS   
UUUNNNDDDEEERRRTTTAAAKKKEEENNN   TTTOOO   DDDEEEVVVEEELLLOOOPPP   
AAANNNDDD   PPPRRROOOMMMOOOTTTEEE   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEESSS   

AAANNNDDD   PPPRRROOOGGGRRRAAAMMMSSS   FFFOOORRR   
CCCHHHIIILLLDDDRRREEENNN   

 
Walgett Shire Council recognises the 
necessity to provide for the needs of the 
Shire’s children. 
 
Council networks with State and Federal 
Government Departments to ensure a range 
of activities and programs across the age 
spectrum are offered. 
 
Council provides economic and logistical 
support to  
 

• Family Day Care 
• After School Care 
• Vacation Care 
• Youth Centres 
• Interagency Committees 
• Child Related Library programs 

 
 

AAACCCCCCEEESSSSSS   AAANNNDDD   EEEQQQUUUIIITTTYYY   
AAACCCTTTIIIVVVIIITTTIIIEEESSS   TTTOOO   MMMEEEEEETTT   
RRREEESSSIIIDDDEEENNNTTT’’’SSS   NNNEEEEEEDDDSSS   

 
Walgett Shire Council has an obligation to all 
residents to ensure that, in its dealings with 
people, the following principles are adhered 
to: - 

• Promotes fairness in the distribution of 
resources, particularly to those in 
need. 

• Recognises and promotes people’s 
rights and improve the accountability 
of decision makers. 

• Ensure that people have fair access to 
economic resources and services 
essential to meeting their basic needs 
to improve their quality of life. 

• Provide people with better 
opportunities for genuine participation 
and consultations about making 
decisions affecting their lives. 
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WWWOOORRRKKKSSS   CCCAAARRRRRRIIIEEEDDD   OOOUUUTTT   
UUUNNNDDDEEERRR   SSSEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN   666777   

 
There were no works undertaken under the 
provisions of Section 67 during the year 
ending 30 June 2006. 
 

CCCOOONNNTTTRRRIIIBBBUUUTTTIIIOOONNNSSS      UUUNNNDDDEEERRR   
SSSEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN   333555666   

 
The total contributions made under Section 
356 during the year ending 30 June 2006 was 
$27,850.00. 
 
 

SSSTTTAAATTTEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   HHHUUUMMMAAANNN   
RRREEESSSOOOUUURRRCCCEEESSS   AAACCCTTTIIIVVVIIITTTIIIEEESSS   

222000000555///222000000666   
 
 
Walgett Shire Council has been implementing 
strategies with a view to attracting and 
developing suitable staff. This has proved 
difficult whilst in the midst of a skill shortage, 
however Council will continue to identify 
different options in the attempt to make the 
Walgett Shire Council a more attractive 
employer - some main areas adopted or 
currently being worked on are flexible working 
hours, corporate uniform, salary packaging, 
negotiable remunerations and subsidised 
housing rental. 
 
Walgett Shire Council is now also completing 
a staff newsletter where it advertises the 
employee of the month. This incentive system 
has been set up to acknowledge all 
employees within the organisation who 
continue to strive to offer their best.  
 
Some employees of Walgett Shire Council 
have also received appreciation letters for 
their efforts when dealing with the wider 
community – this is very pleasing for the 
Council and the employees. Council will 
continue to train employees to deliver high 
quality customer service to the wider 
community. 
 
 

Walgett Shire Council is committed to 
offer relevant study and training 
opportunities to its employees –  
 
 
Wages staff have undertaken a wide range of 
obligatory training (e.g. green cards, traffic 
control tickets, confined spaces training, 
chemical courses, first aid training, various 
plant/equipment tickets & licenses, code of 
conduct training and airport traffic control 
tickets.) 
 
Salary staff have also undertaken a wide 
range of obligatory training and job specific 
training (e.g. green cards, traffic control 
tickets, confined spaces training, chemical 
courses, first aid training, various plant & 
equipment tickets & licenses and airport traffic 
control tickets, meeting procedures, specific 
finance and Civica training, code of conduct 
training, letter writing and report writing 
training). 
 
Council have also encouraged staff to attend 
conferences enabling them to network with 
other employees within their fields for new 
ideas and to remain up to date with new 
procedures/tasks and legislations. 
 
Council continues to apply the principles of 
Equal Employment Opportunity legislation to 
all appointments and will continue to ensure 
all job descriptions and induction procedures 
highlight its commitment to those principles. 
 
Council staff numbers as at 30 June 2006 
were:- 
 
 
 Full Time Part Time Casual 
Admin 28 3 40 
Field 56 1 9 
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SSSTTTAAATTTEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   CCCOOOMMMPPPAAANNNIIIEEESSS   
IIINNN   WWWHHHIIICCCHHH   CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLL   HHHOOOLLLDDD   AAA   
CCCOOONNNTTTRRROOOLLLLLLIIINNNGGG   IIINNNTTTEEERRREEESSSTTT   

 
Council did not hold a controlling interest in 
any companies during the period 1 July 2005 
to 30 June 2006. 
 
 

SSSTTTAAATTTEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   
PPPAAARRRTTTNNNEEERRRSSSHHHIIIPPPSSS,,,      

CCCOOO---OOOPPPEEERRRAAATTTIIIVVVEEESSS   AAANNNDDD   JJJOOOIIINNNTTT   
VVVEEENNNTTTUUURRREEESSS   

 
• Northern Regional Library 

The Northern Regional Library is based in 
Moree and is administered by Moree 
Plains Shire Council. It was resolved at 
Council meeting held in June 2006 to 
remain an active member for 2006/2007 
following a reduction in contribution from 
$197,327.00 to $142,502.00 for 
2006/2007. 

 
• Statewide Mutual Insurance Group 

Statewide Mutual is a Local Government 
based Insurance group administered by 
Jardine Lloyd Thompson Pty Ltd and 
supported by the local Government and 
Shires Associations of New South Wales 
and a large percentage of New South 
Wales Councils. 

 
• Northwest Weights of Loads Group 

Moree Plains Shire Council administers 
this group and its function is to enforce the 
Road Act and Limits (Weights) on vehicles 
using Public Roads with a view to 
reducing Road Maintenance Costs. 

 
• Barwon Darling Alliance 

This group has been formed to provide a 
combined voice for the member bodies all 
of whom are experiencing similar 
problems and have common goals. The 
Alliance has focused on issues for 2006 
namely, economic zone trial, resource 
sharing and establishment of banking 
services. 

 

• Fire Control Officer 
With the amalgamation of Bogan, 
Coonamble, Warren and Walgett Shire 
Councils, we have jointly appointed a 
Bush Fire Control Officer to continue the 
coordination and undertake the duties and 
responsibilities of Council under both the 
Local Government Act 1993 and the Rural 
Fires Act 1997. The Bush Fire Control 
Officer and main office is located in 
Coonamble.  

 
• Tourism Organisations 

Council is a keen participant in many 
Tourism Promotional Groups, particularly 
those focusing on the Far Western Region 
of New South Wales through 
involvements with the Outback Regional 
Tourism Organisation, Kamilaroi Highway 
Group, NSW Tourism and Outback Arts 

 
NNNAAATTTIIIOOONNNAAALLL   CCCOOOMMMPPPEEETTTIIITTTIIIOOONNN   

PPPOOOLLLIIICCCYYY
 

   
  
Category 1 Business Activities 
Council does not have business activities with 
a gross operating turnover over $2 million. 
 
Category 2 Business Activities 
Council has two (2) business activities which 
are declared as category 2 business activities 
with gross operating turnover less that $2 
million. These activities are: 
 

• Walgett Shire Water Supply 
• Walgett Shire Sewerage 

 
The Special purpose Financial Reports of 
each of these organisation form part of the 
Walgett Shire Council Financial Report – 
Appendix ‘A’ 
 
Principles of Competitive Neutrality 
Council is mindful of the Principles of 
Competitive Neutrality and has applied them 
in its Category 2 Operations. 
 
It is to be remembered that Walgett Shire 
Council is a large rural Shire in far North West 
New South Wales and in many instances 
undertakes activities, which in large centres 
may also be provided by the Private Sector. 
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Council, however provides these activities as 
a service to the Community, as distance, 
isolation and low population base prevents 
the provision of the service by the private 
sector when motivated by profit rather than 
the Community Service obligation of Council. 
 
The need for Council’s involvement is 
particularly important given the number of 
relatively small communities within the Shire. 
 
Complaints Handling for Competitive 
Neutrality and Summary of Competitive 
Neutrality Complaints 
 
Council has a comprehensive broad based 
Concerns Management policy that will be 
available on the Council website which is 
currently being redesigned. 
 
 

RRRAAATTTEEESSS   AAANNNDDD   CCCHHHAAARRRGGGEEESSS   
WWWRRRIIITTTTTTEEENNN   OOOFFFFFF   

 
The total amount of rates and charges written 
off for the period from July 2005 to 30 June 
2006 totalled $5,449.52. 
 
 
FFFRRREEEEEEDDDOOOMMM   OOOFFF   IIINNNFFFOOORRRMMMAAATTTIIIOOONNN   

AAACCCTTT   111999888999   
 
Walgett Shire Council had one application for 
access under the Freedom of Information Act 
NSW (1989) during 2005/2006. A 
determination was made on 22 November 
2005 and access to the relevant documents 
was provided. 
 
 

FFFIIINNNEEESSS   AAANNNDDD   PPPEEENNNAAALLLTTTIIIEEESSS   
IIISSSSSSUUUEEEDDD   OOONNN   CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLL   

 
There were no fines and penalties issued to 
Walgett Shire Council during 2005/2006. 
 
 
 

SSSTTTAAATTTEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   EEEXXXTTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   
BBBOOODDDIIIEEESSS   DDDEEELLLEEEGGGAAATTTEEEDDD   BBBYYY   

CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLL   
 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council have 
been delegated the responsibility for the 
management of noxious weeds within the 
Walgett Shire Local Government area. 
 

PPPRRRIIIVVVAAACCCYYY   AAANNNDDD   PPPEEERRRSSSOOONNNAAALLL   
IIINNNFFFOOORRRAAAMMMTTTIIIOOONNN   PPPRRROOOTTTEEECCCTTTIIIOOONNN   

AAACCCTTT   111999999888   
Council recognises that care must be taken to 
maintain the integrity and security of 
confidential documents. When dealing with 
personal information Council must comply 
with:- 

• the Privacy and Personal Information 
Protection Act 1998 

• the Health Records and Information 
Privacy Act 2002 

• the Information Protection Principles 
and Health Privacy Principles 

• Council’s Privacy Management Plan 
• The Privacy Code of Practice for Local 

Government 
The procedures in complying with these 
requirements are contained in Council’s Code 
of Conduct. 
 
No review was conducted by or on behalf of 
the Council under Part 5 of Privacy and 
Personal Information Protection Act 1998. 
 
EEENNNVVVIIIRRROOONNNMMMEEENNNTTTAAALLL   PPPLLLAAANNNNNNIIINNNGGG   
AAANNNDDD   AAASSSSSSEEESSSSSSMMMEEENNNTTT   AAACCCTTT   111999777999   
 
Council has not entered into any planning 
agreements to date. 
 



APPENDIX ‘A’ 
 
 
 

Financial Report 
2005/2006 

 
 
 

 



 
WALGETT SHIRE  

COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial  
Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the Year Ended 
30 June 2006 

 

 











































































































































APPENDIX ‘B’ 
 
 
 

Statement of 
Performance 

 
 
 

 



OOOUUUTTTPPPUUUTTTSSS,,,   MMMEEEAAASSSUUURRREEESSS   AAANNNDDD   TTTAAARRRGGGEEETTTSSS       
 

 
  2006/2007 Management Plan  

   
Outputs, measures and targets specify what we want to deliver over the period 
ahead, how we propose to achieve these outcomes and when we will know that 
we have achieved our target. The specific outputs, measures and targets are set 
by individual managers as part of their departmental operational business plans, 
designed to assist in achieving the following broad objectives set by Council: - 
 

• Planning for a better future 
• Providing strong leadership and advocacy 
• Delivering community focused services 
• Working together to improve our environment 
• Managing our resources and assets 
• Promoting our plans and achievements 

   



OOOUUUTTTPPPUUUTTTSSS,,,   MMMEEEAAASSSUUURRREEESSS   AAANNNDDD   TTTAAARRRGGGEEETTTSSS       
 

 
  2006/2007 Management Plan  

jj ti   i  f r  tt  f t rOOObbbj eeecccttii vvveee  AAA   –––  PPPlllaaannnnnniinnnggg  ffooorr  aaa  bbbeeetttteeerrr  ffuuuttuuurreee   

No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

1 
To develop a Local Environmental Plan 
and bring Walgett Shire’s local 
planning arrangements in line with 
current standards. 

a) Develop a land use 
strategy  
 
 
b) Develop a Local 
Environmental Plan. 

Draft Land Use strategy has been prepared and is 
awaiting endorsement by the Department of Planning 
prior to public release. 
 
Draft Local Environmental Plan cannot be prepared 
until the draft land use strategy has been endorsed. 

Manager Planning 
and Regulations 

2 To develop and improve the aesthetic 
physical characteristics of the Shire. 

Develop an organisation 
culture to ensure all work 
undertaken by staff is done 
with pride, care and 
commitment. 

Council has been an active participant in community 
activities. 
 
Council has provided for annual Section 356 Donations 
to Community organisations in the 2005/2006 Budget. 
 
Asset Reserves (restricted funds) have been set aside 
to ensure that assets can be maintained. Maintenance 
in Council assets is performed on a needs basis. 

General Manager 

3 
Consult with the Community and wider 
regional Council’s to ensure ongoing 
well planned and appropriate road 
network development. 

Council to prepare a new 
five year Strategic Road 
Plan for the period 
2005/2010. 

5 year plan adopted at the March 2006 meeting. Manager 
Engineering 

4 
We will be actively involved in 
developing strategic vision of the Shire 
through informed staff involvement. 

a) Identify and provide 
training. 
 
b) Staff appraisals to include 
reference to actions required 
to achieve training and multi 
skill objectives. 

All staff appraised and training forecast developed. A 
training calendar will be an ongoing project. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 



OOOUUUTTTPPPUUUTTTSSS,,,   MMMEEEAAASSSUUURRREEESSS   AAANNNDDD   TTTAAARRRGGGEEETTTSSS       
 

 
  2006/2007 Management Plan  

jj ti   r i i tr r i   OOObbbj eeecccttii vvveee  BBB   –––  PPPrrooovvviidddiinnnggg   SSSttrrooonnnggg   LLLeeeaaadddeeerrssshhhiippp  aaannnddd  AAAdddvvvooocccaaacccyyy   

No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

1 
We will monitor community opinion of 
the appropriateness of our customer 
services. 

Through an ongoing 
Customer Satisfaction 
survey, council will monitor 
community opinion of its 
Customer Service function. 
Using the following legend. 
1 – Poor, 2 – Fair, 3 - Good 
4 - Very Good, 5 - Excellent 

133 Surveys returned by clients for average score of 
3.5 across categories. 
 
Continuing improvement. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 

2 
Assess and determine statutory 
applications for building and planning 
matters promptly and professionally. 

a) Process Complying 
Developmental Applications. 
 
b) Process Construction 
Certificate and Development 
Applications. 

Targets have been met throughout the financial year. Manager Planning 
and Regulations 

3 
Support the development of active and 
creative community members, working 
in partnership with community, 
business and Government. 

Actively support, develop 
Community Services and 
strategies which address 
existing and emerging 
needs. 

Community consulted in developing the 
Social/Community, Equity and Access and Tourism 
Plans. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 

4 
We will promote and encourage an 
active, more vibrant and better-
informed Walgett Shire community, it’s 
initiatives and needs. 

We will identify major 
infrastructure/environmental 
projects and seek funding 
assistance wherever 
possible to progress these 
initiatives.  

Community consulted in developing the 
Social/Community, Equity and Access and Tourism 
Plans. 
 
Council successful as an applicant in ‘Principles of 
Multiculturalism’ pilot project. Council endeavours to 
identify available funding initiatives and track 
applications. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 
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No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

5 
We will be a good employer and 
provide leadership through a safe and 
productive workplace. 

a) Develop an organisational 
culture, which acknowledges 
dedication and innovation. 
 
b) Staff and Elected 
Members to be encouraged 
to self/accept nomination for 
training which develops 
innovation, creativity and 
lateral thought in addressing 
existing or new challenges. 

Initiative being reviewed following extensive staff 
restructures. Staff appraisals are held on an annual 
basis. 
 
Staff monthly Newsletter and Employee of the Month 
Awards have been implemented since July 2005. 

Management Team 

6 
Enhance the quality of life. Support the 
provision of an appropriate range of 
community services, facilities and 
community infrastructure. 

Ensure that all community 
infrastructures meet the 
community and regulatory 
objectives/needs of equality 
of access and availability.  

Zero breaches reported. Council infrastructure 
constantly reviewed and reported condition in 
Schedule 7 of Annual Reports. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 
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No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

1 
We will provide an efficient timely and 
user friendly response to client 
requests and concerns. 

Council will maintain and 
improve its customer action 
request statistics. 

Customer Action requests outstanding days is 
monitored. 
Outstanding Customer Action Requests are provided 
regularly to employees and managers for maintenance.

Manager Corporate 
Services 

2 We will provide strong local and 
regional leadership. 

Council will encourage 
greater involvement and 
participation in regional and 
state activities by its senior 
staff and Council 
representatives. 

Council representatives have contributed as 
appropriate. General Manager 

3 

We will ensure that Council’s corporate 
planning needs and policy decisions 
meet the requirements and 
expectations of the community and 
comply with the legislative 
requirements.  

Council will consult widely 
and communicate decisions 
effectively. 

Monthly updates being performed with further works 
scheduled. Council will advise through press releases 
and information passed onto Precinct Committees and 
Working Parties. 
Website redesign has been completed, to be 
implemented August 2006. 
 
Locations have been identified for information displays 
throughout the Shire. 

General Manager 
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No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

4 We will ensure responsible and good 
governance. 

All ordinary meetings and 
special meetings of Council 
are appropriately advertised 
to the public. 
 
Walgett Shire Strategic Plan 
2005/2009 is prepared and 
adopted. 

Council is complying with the Local Government Act 
1993 for advertising of meetings. 
 
Opportunities are provided to the public to address 
agenda items at monthly Council meetings. 

General Manager 

5 
Provide and maintain facilities 
throughout the Shire, which meet and 
exceed the standard expected by local 
and visitors alike. 

Audit all facilities currently 
available in the Shire and 
assess future requirements. 

Roads assessed and completed. Manager 
Engineering 

6 To provide companion animal 
management and control services. 

a) Take action to address 
emergency situations where 
dogs are attacking people or 
animals. 
 
b) Micro-chipping of 
companion animals. 

Targets met throughout the financial year. 
Manager 

Regulations and 
Planning 

7 

Strengthen and maintain involvement 
in the delivery of services to the 
community through a transparent 
process of networking and 
partnerships. 

Support and promote a 
coordinated approach to 
planning of services with 
youth, families and service 
providers. 
 
Access child care options 
and opportunities for the 
provision of adequate child 
care for families in the Shire. 

Community Liaison Officer assisting with the 
development of a Shire Youth Plan. 
 
As at 30 June 2006, there are currently three carers in 
place. 
 
Continuing support for the development of Community 
Based Long Day Care Centre in conjunction with 
Walgett Pre-School. 

General Manager 
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No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

8 

To maintain and progressively develop 
a network of roads and bridges to 
resemble community expectations 
commensurate with levels of available 
funding. 

Review the five year road 
plan in consultation with 
Council and the Community. 

Completed and adopted at March 2006 meeting. Manager 
Engineering 

9 
We will be able to provide people better 
opportunities for involvement and 
consultation about our decisions, which 
may affect their lives. 

Maintain and publish policies 
and procedures which 
promote confidence in the 
conduct of Council. 

All policies continue to be reviewed. 
 
Policies will be presented to Council upon finalisation. 
All operational Procedures will be adopted by the 
General Manager. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 
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No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

1 
We will lead our community in the 
minimisation of physical resources 
used in conducting our business. 

We will reduce paper used 
in our photocopying 
machines. 

New hardware implemented to further reduce Council’s 
printing and paper requirements through improved 
technology. 

Manager Corporate 
Service 

2 
To ensure that dilapidated premises 
and environmental health matters are 
addresses to minimise risks to the 
public. 

Complaints will be promptly 
investigated. Targets me throughout the financial year. Manager Planning 

and Regulations 

3 Minimise the risk of deteriorating 
environmental conditions. 

a) Respond to pollution 
incidents. 
 
b) Prompt responsible on 
site sewerage management. 

a) Target met. 
 
 
b) Target met. 

Manager Planning 
and Regulations 

4 
To support individuals and groups 
taking initiatives to protect, restore 
enhance and conserve the 
environment of the area. 

Respond and actively 
support or refer initiative 
from community to protect 
the environment. 

Activities proceeding in due course. Manager Corporate 
Service 

5 
Ensure that road and bridge works are 
undertaken in a manner consistent with 
our environmental obligations. 

Regularly review operational 
methods and procedures to 
ensure compliance with all 
relevant State and 
Commonwealth 
Environmental Legislation. 

This is done as new projects are commenced. 
 
There have been no recorded breaches and 
operational methods are reviewed as part of a more 
comprehensive overall review. 

Manager 
Engineering 

6 

We will responsibly manage planning 
and environmental issues, while taking 
into account the needs of the 
community and we will update means 
of acquiring information for users. 

Integration of GIS 
(Geographical Information 
System) into present 
corporate software package. 

Target not met, awaiting data validation by GIS 
consultant company. 

Manager Planning 
and Regulations 
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No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

1 We will provide a secure and compliant 
Records Management Regime. 

Continue to implement an 
effective and operational 
‘Authority’ based record 
keeping system, in keeping 
with its obligations under 
Australian Standards (ISO 
15489 as amended). 

Computer system transferred to Managed Service 
Provider. 
 

 
Audit of Records System 
completed by September 
2005. 

 

Audit of Records System has been completed and is 
currently under review. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 

2 
We will assess whether water supplied 
via Council’s potable water supply 
systems is safe to drink. 

Sampling of Council’s 
potable water supply 
systems will be undertaken 
on a regular basis to verify 
compliance with Australian 
Drinking Water Guidelines 

Target being met. Manager Planning 
and Regulations 

3 To monitor algal blooms within the 
Namoi and Barwon rivers. 

Submit samples of river 
water from Collarenebri and 
Walgett to the Department of 
Infrastructure Planning and 
Natural Resources for 
analysis for algal content. 

Target being met. Manager Planning 
and Regulations 

4 We will be prepared for emergencies. 

Local Emergency 
Management Plan current 
and Local Emergency 
Management Committee 
meet regularly and conducts 
appropriate emergency 
exercises for preparedness. 

Review completed and meetings conducted quarterly. 
Funding for ERM process unsuccessful and 
resubmitted. 

General Manager 
acting as the Local 

Emergency 
Operations Officer 

(LEMO) 
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No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

5 

Social / Community Plan examines the 
needs of local community, including 
groups, helping to make sure Council 
services are responsive and accessible 
to residents as far as possible. 

Consult with local 
community including groups 
and organisations to identify 
issues of disadvantage. 

Council successful as an applicant in ‘Principles of 
Multiculturalism’ pilot project. Timeframe governed by 
DLG and CRC. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 

6 
To professionally manage assets 
associated with Council’s network of 
roads and bridges. 

Undertaken an annual audit 
of roads and bridge assets 
and compare condition with 
previous audit. 

The audit has not yet been undertaken due to staff 
limitations. 

Manager 
Engineering 

7 
To actively pursue external funding 
opportunities relative to road and 
bridge infrastructure projects. 

Prepare submissions for 
increased road funding for 
specific projects. Working 
particularly in association 
with community groups and 
neighbouring Councils. 

Funding submissions have been prepared for the 
following: - 

1. Burren Junction Bore Baths 
2. Spider Brown Oval, Lightning Ridge 
3. Carinda Road 
4. Walgett Weir 

Manager 
Engineering 
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No Mission Aim 2005/2006 Progress Responsible 
Manager 

1 

We will network with other Council’s 
and the State Government funding 
providers and other bodies to achieve 
major sustainable benefits for the Shire 
through Tourism and visitation 
programs. 

By 31 July 2005 to have 
completed a full review of 
the current Tourism 
Marketing Plan. 
 

 

Develop Tourism Plan in 
conjunction with Walgett 
District Tourist Association 
and Lightning Ridge Tourist 
Association by August 2006. 

Tourism Marketing Plan incorporated into Tourism 
Strategy. Strategy currently under development. 

Manager Corporate 
Services 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Under Clause 224 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 Council is required to 

prepare a “supplementary” State of the Environment Report.  Supplementary reports provide an 

update on existing issues, as well as outlining new ones that have arisen since the previous State 

of the Environment Report.  Comprehensive State of the Environment Reports are required to be 

prepared in the “year ending after each election of the councillors for its area”. 

 

This is a supplementary State of the Environment report. 

 

Certain criteria for the preparation of the report are specified by clauses 218 to 226 of the 

regulation, including that the report must use a pressure, state and response model for addressing 

various issues associated with various environmental sectors. 

 

2 WALGETT SHIRE - BACKGROUND 

The Shire has a total area of 22,330 square kilometres and is located in north-western New South 

Wales as shown in Figure 1.  Walgett Shire adjoins a number of other shires, and the state of 

Queensland (Figure 2).   

 

 
Figure 1 – Location of Walgett Shire in NSW. 
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Figure 2 – Adjoining shires. 

 

2.1 LAND TITLES 

Administratively Walgett Shire is separated into the Central Division (11,310 km2) and the 

Western Division (11,030 km2).  The Barwon River separates the two divisions, as shown in 

Figure 3.  Freehold land titles are dominant within the Central Division, while most of the 

Western Division consists of Crown Land held under Western Lands Leases. 

 

 
Figure 3 – Western and Central Divisions. 
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There is about 4464 hectares of Nature Reserves and 13780 hectares of State Forest within the 

Shire as shown in Figure 4. 

 

 

Figure 4 – Nature reserves and state forests within the Walgett Shire. 
 

2.2 LANDFORM 

A number of rivers pass through the Shire including the Barwon, Namoi, Macquarie, Castlereagh, 

Narran and Moonie rivers.  The dominant landform is a floodplain, with an elevation between 

120 and 145 m above sea level, that is composed of unconsolidated Quaternary alluvium. 

 

In the northern portion of the shire there are a number of ridges composed of Tertiary and 

Cretaceous sedimentary rocks that reach a maximum elevation of about 160 m above sea level. 

 

Both the floodplain and ridge landforms can be seen in Figure 5 which is an ‘image’ showing the 

relative levels of radiometric potassium detected from aerial surveys conducted by the NSW 

Department of Mineral Resources in the mid 1990s.  Red and yellow coloured areas represent 

land that has comparatively elevated levels of radiometric potassium while green and purple 
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coloured areas have comparatively lower levels.  The red and yellow areas are generally ridge 

landforms or major man made water storages. 

 

 

Figure 5 – Radiometric potassium ‘image’ showing elevated land and water storages as red/yellow, 
and flood plains as green and purple (data courtesy of NSW Department of Primary Industries). 

 

2.3 CLIMATE 

The climate of the region is semi-arid with peak monthly rainfall usually occurring in summer 

and a smaller peak from May to July.  Average daily temperatures, considered on a monthly 

basis, show a minimum of 5°C in July and a maximum of 35°C in the summer months. 
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2.4 POPULATION 

Urban centres within the Shire include Burren Junction, Carinda, Collarenebri, Cumborah, Cryon, 

Lightning Ridge, Rowena and Walgett, as depicted in Figure 5.  There are also numerous people 

residing in mining camps on mineral claims on the opal fields at Grawin, Glengarry, Sheepyard 

and Lightning Ridge.   

 

A population profile from the 2001 census is summarised in Tables 1 and 2.  These figures are 

probably understated, as there are a substantial number of people who live on the Lightning 

Ridge, Grawin, Glengarry and Sheepyard opal fields.  Some only reside on the opal fields for 

several months each year, especially during winter, and the population estimates are unlikely to 

reflect this itinerant population. 

 

Table 1 – 2001 Census data on population age groups within Walgett Shire.  1 

AGE PEOPLE 

0 to 4 605 

5 to 14 1,156 

15 to 24 880 

25 to 54 3,620 

55 to 64 1,078 

65 or more 939 

Not stated 32 

TOTAL 8,310 

 

                                                 
1 Australian Bureau of Statistics 2002. 
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Table 2 – Population distribution within Walgett Shire in 2001. 2 

AREA PEOPLE 

Lightning Ridge and nearby opal fields 2,993 

Walgett 2,012 

Rural – Central Division 1,448 

Rural – Western Division 996 

Collarenebri 505 

Grawin & Glengarry opal fields, Cumborah, nearby properties 209 

Burren Junction 147 

TOTAL 8,310 

 

 

2.5 ECONOMIC 

Dominant industries within the region include cropping (wheat, cotton, chickpeas), grazing 

(sheep, cattle), opal mining and tourism.  Most of the land in the south east of the Shire is suitable 

for cropping while the land in the west and north of the Shire tends to be better suited for grazing, 

as shown in Figure 6. 

 

                                                 
2 Australian Bureau of Statistics 2002. 
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Figure 6 – Land capability map. 3 

                                                 
3 Adapted from GIS data produced by Hindle, J.P., Grosskopf, T. & Watson, C.R., for the Agricultural Land 

Classification Study – Walgett Shire, published 2000 by NSW Agriculture. 
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3 LAND 

3.1 CLEARING 

3.1.1 Pressure 

There is a widespread desire within the local agricultural community for a reduction in regulatory 

controls which restrict or inhibit land clearing.  Many landholders would like the opportunity to 

clear additional land for the cultivation of crops such as wheat and chickpeas.  This desire has 

been stimulated by progressive improvements in cultivation techniques that preserve soil 

moisture and maximise crop yields, as well as by the ongoing comparatively low returns 

available from sheep and cattle grazing. 

 

There are a range of land degradation issues that can arise from inappropriate land clearing, 

including: 

• Soil erosion – The removal of endemic vegetation and cropping of marginal lands can result 

in increased rates of soil erosion.  Drought conditions can further accelerate rates of soil 

erosion. 

• Dryland salinity – Clearing reduces the abundance of deep rooted perennial vegetation which 

is replaced with comparatively shallow rooted crops and pastures.  This can then result in 

rising water tables. 

• Loss of flora and fauna – Clearing reduces the extent and diversity of native vegetation 

communities, and the habitat available for occupation by native fauna.  Many plant and 

animal species cannot adapt to the changed environmental conditions. 

• Water quality degradation – Clearing and cropping near watercourses can reduce surface 

water quality by increasing soil erosion and sediment loads within watercourses, as well as 

by allowing pesticides and nutrients to more readily flow into watercourses. 

• Chemical alteration of soil – Removal of native vegetation and its replacement with a 

grazing or cropping system driven by man will change the level of organic carbon, 

potentially increase the amount of man made chemicals such as pesticides and fertilisers, as 

well as possibly alter the nature of biological activity in the soil. 

• Weed establishment – The elimination of native vegetation can often result in an increase in 

the variety and density of weeds species.  Weeds tend to be species that can grow relatively 

quickly on an opportunistic basis and they often benefit from reduced competition for 

nutrients and water as result of clearing. 
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3.1.2 State 

At least 5,500km2 of the Shire is used for cultivation, and hence has been cleared of native 

vegetation.  The majority of the cultivated lands are held under freehold title in the central 

division.  Plate 1 is a Landsat image taken in the year 2000 of the area south of Walgett and it 

shows extensive cultivation areas, generally as lighter tones. 

 

3.1.3 Response 

There has been ongoing regulatory reform of native vegetation legislation in NSW in recent 

years.  The Native Vegetation Act 2003 has the stated aims of changing laws relating to the 

management of native vegetation in NSW by: 

• ending broad scale clearing unless it improves or maintains environmental outcomes; 

• encouraging revegetation and rehabilitation of land with native vegetation; and 

• rewarding farmers for good land management. 

 

Although a new ‘Public Register of Approved Clearing PVPs and Development Applications’4 

was established during the year, contemporary information on development consents or Clearing 

PVPs issued by the various Catchment Management Authorities within the Walgett Shire is not 

readily available.  This represents a gap in the information available on clearing. 

 

                                                 
4 http://www.nativevegetation.nsw.gov.au/pams/PublicRegisterSearch.jsp 
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Plate 1 – Satellite image taken in 2000 of land south of Walgett. 
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3.2 OPAL MINING 

3.2.1 Pressure 

Active opal prospecting and mining occurs to varying degrees on the opal mining ‘fields’ shown 

in Figure 7.  Opal prospecting is generally undertaken by drilling holes in the ground that range 

from 0.1 to 1m in diameter and are up to 25m deep.  Once opal has been found in an area, 

underground and open cut mining techniques may be used to extract the opal bearing claystone. 

 

Opal mining can have a number of detrimental environmental impacts, including: 

• Soil compaction and erosion initiated by passenger vehicle and truck movements. 

• Destruction of flora and fauna through land clearing and establishment of mullock 

stockpiles and tailings dams. 

• Chemical alteration of soil and surface water due to moderate levels of salinity within 

mullock. 

• Mine shafts and exploration drill holes pose a hazard for livestock and fauna which can 

become injured, sometimes fatally, by falling into holes. 

 

3.2.2 State 

One of the most active opal mining areas continues to be the Mulga ‘rush’ in the Grawin 

Glengarry area, discovered late in 2000.  Mineral Claim statistics for the last five years, as shown 

in Table 3, suggest that there has been a significant decline in the number of new claims 

registered over the period, although the total number of claims registered at the end of each year 

has only reduced slightly. 

 

Towards the end of the year the Department of Primary Industries established Opal Prospecting 

Area 4 (OPA4) which covers potentially opal bearing ridges to the south and south west of the 

Glengarry and Sheepyard opal fields.  At the end of the year Opal Prospecting Licences within 

OPA4 were only being issued on the “Wee Warra” property. 
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Figure 7 – Location of major opal fields. 
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Table 3 – Mineral claims statistics for the Lightning Ridge region. 

 2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 

CLAIMS RENEWED 4073 4290 4047 3799 3450 3311 

CLAIMS REGISTERED 1822 1362 1565 1028 786 770 

CLAIMS CANCELLED 939 1167 995 1003 750 615 

CLAIMS LAPSED 691 851 686 578 412 256 

TOTAL CLAIMS 30th June  5130 5032 5248 5228 4959 4857 

 

3.2.3 Response 

In April 2004 the Department of Mineral Resources (now Department of Primary Industries) 

released a draft document titled ‘Review of Environmental Factors for Opal Mining Within the 

Narran Warrambool Reserve, Lightning Ridge’ (REF) for public comment.  The REF provided 

an assessment of the environmental impacts associated with opal mining, current mitigation 

strategies and proposals for additional mitigation strategies. 

 

After considering the REF the Department of Primary Industries introduced a requirement that 

any person seeking an Opal Prospecting Licence or Mineral Claim within OPA4 must first attend 

an course in environmental awareness and complete a Mine Operation Plan (MOP) for each 

Mineral Claim.  The Department is also requiring that a MOP be submitted for any Mineral 

Claim registered in a new opal field within existing Opal Prospecting Areas. 

 

The Department of Primary Industries was unable to supply information on how many claims 

were satisfactorily rehabilitated, and how many were not.  This represents a gap in the 

information available on mining. 

 

3.3 CONTAMINATED SITES 

3.3.1 Pressure 

Contaminated land occurs where previous land uses have resulted in the leaching of chemicals or 

hazardous materials into soils or groundwater.  Examples of sites that are potentially 

contaminated within the Walgett Shire include: 
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• Service stations – From leakages of underground or above ground fuel storages, as well as 

fuel spillages on driveways or other areas. 

• Mechanics workshops – From spilt oil and fuel, or leaking storage containers. 

• Council rubbish depots – From the ongoing containment of a wide range of commercial 

and industrial waste on the site. 

• Private rubbish depots – From used agricultural chemical containers (herbicides and 

pesticides), waste oil, batteries, etc. 

• Sheep dips – From pesticide chemicals used on the sites, including arsenic, 

organochlorines (including dieldrin, lindane and DDT), organophosphates and synthetic 

pyrethroids. 

 

Under State Environmental Planning Policy 55 – Remediation of Land (SEPP55), Council is 

obliged to: 

• Consider whether land is contaminated when assessing any Development Application for 

a particular site. 

• If land is contaminated, then it must consider whether the land is suitable to be used for 

the purpose proposed in any Development Application. 

• Where land is required to be remediated to make it suitable for an intended use, then the 

Council must be satisfied that the land will be remediated prior to that use occurring. 

 

3.3.2 State 

During the year Walgett Shire Council commenced the development of a contaminated land 

register that will be used to identify land that has the potential to be contaminated, and allow 

Council to meet it’s obligations under SEPP55.  A summary of sites known to be potentially 

contaminated is provided in Table 4 below. 

 

Table 4 – Potentially contaminated land within the Walgett Shire. 

LOCATION SITE TYPE STATUS RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

LOT SEC DP 

Burren Junction Rubbish tip Active Council 64  753926 

Burren Junction Rubbish tip Active Council 45  753926 

Burren Junction Service station Active Landholder 16  15645 

Burren Junction Service station Inactive Landholder 26  15645 
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LOCATION SITE TYPE STATUS RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

LOT SEC DP 

Carinda Rubbish tip Active Council 20  751556 

Carinda Rubbish tip Active Council 2  751556 

Carinda Service station Active Landholder 6 14 758227 

Carinda Service Station Inactive Landowner 5 15 758227 

Collarenebri Bulk fuel storage Active Landholder 8 11 758262 

Collarenebri Rubbish tip Active Council 53  752673 

Collarenebri Rubbish tip Inactive Council Nil  Nil 

Collarenebri Service station Active Landholder 5  664113 

Collarenebri Service station Active Landowner 1 4 758262 

Collarenebri Service station Inactive Landholder 10 11 758262 

Come By Chance Service Station Active Landowner 17  635554 

Cumborah Service station Inactive Landholder 2 8 758317 

Grawin Service station Active Landholder Part 2  785669 

Grawin Service station Inactive Landholder Part 2  785669 

Lightning Ridge Auto mechanic Active Landholder 19  263351 

Lightning Ridge Auto mechanic Inactive Landholder 5 19 758612 

Lightning Ridge Auto mechanic & service station Active Landholder 1  543025 

Lightning Ridge Aviation fuel Inactive? Council 162  862540 

Lightning Ridge Bulk fuel storage Active Occupier Part 171  760780 

Lightning Ridge Drum fuel & GI tank manufacturer Inactive Landowner 3 19 758612 

Lightning Ridge Rubbish tip Active Council Part 413  766643 

Lightning Ridge Rubbish tip Active Council Part 91  822079 

Lightning Ridge Rubbish tip Inactive Council 1  92457 

Lightning Ridge Rubbish tip Inactive Council 37  752756 

Lightning Ridge Service station Active Landholder 2  623130 

Lightning Ridge Service station Active Landholder 26  263351 

Lightning Ridge Service station Active Landholder 153  720085 

Lightning Ridge Service Station Inactive Landowner 20 & 23 11 758612 

Rowena Bulk fuel storage Active Landowner 1 2 758889 

Rowena Rubbish tip Active Council 52  753953 

Walgett Auto mechanic Active Landholder 2  114702 

Walgett Auto mechanic Active Landholder 172  733860 

Walgett Auto mechanic Active Landholder 24  707494 

Walgett Auto mechanic Active Landholder 23  707494 

Walgett Auto mechanic Active Landowner 22  840482 

Walgett Auto mechanic Inactive Landholder 36  229884 

Walgett Auto mechanic Inactive Landowner 28  229884 
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LOCATION SITE TYPE STATUS RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

LOT SEC DP 

Walgett Auto mechanic Inactive Landowner 32  555473 

Walgett Auto mechanic Inactive Landholder 11 41 759036 

Walgett Auto mechanic & service station Active Landholder 22  232013 

Walgett Auto mechanic & service station Active Landholder 45  546693 

Walgett Auto mechanic & service station Inactive Landholder 3  596792 

Walgett Auto mechanic, fuel & oil storage Active Council Part 20  253488 

Walgett Aviation fuel Active Council Part 11  85116 

Walgett Bulk fuel storage Inactive Landholder 45  752271 

Walgett Bulk fuel storage Inactive Landowner Nil  Nil 

Walgett Bulk fuel storage Inactive Landowner Nil  Nil 

Walgett Cropduster wash down Inactive Council Part 11  851116 

Walgett Fuel storage Inactive NSW Health Part 21  750313 

Walgett Fuel storage & auto mechanic Active Landowner C  157836 

Walgett Fuel storage & auto mechanic Active Landowner 23  579731 

Walgett Fuel storage & auto mechanic Active RTA 11 39 759036 

Walgett Herbicide storage Active Council Part 11  85116 

Walgett Pesticide & herbicide storage Active Landowner 35  257471 

Walgett Rubbish tip Active Council 102  750291 

Walgett Rubbish tip Active Council 145  790291 

Walgett Rubbish tip Active Council 60  750291 

Walgett Rubbish tip Active Council 106  750291 

Walgett Rubbish tip Active Council Nil  Nil 

Walgett Rubbish tip Inactive Council Part 11  851116 

Walgett Rubbish tip Inactive Council Part 11  851116 

Walgett Service station Active Landholder 9  662657 

Walgett Service station Active Landholder 3  718739 

Walgett Service station Active Landholder 7  633738 

Walgett Service station Active Landholder 2  511835 

Walgett Service station Inactive Landholder A  373261 

Walgett Service station Inactive Landowner 1  114702 

Walgett Service station Inactive Landholder 43  522295 

Walgett Service station Inactive Landowner A  340814 

Walgett Service station Inactive Landowner 2  863511 

Walgett Service station Inactive Landowner 28  555607 

Walgett Service station Inactive Landowner 101  878481 

Walgett Wool scour Inactive Landowner 13  790891 

Walgett Wool scour Inactive Landowner 10  790891 



SOE 2005-06 19

 

3.3.3 Response 

Further work is required to identify potentially contaminated sites such as current or former sheep 

dips, and private rubbish tips where used agricultural chemical containers may have been 

dumped.  Walgett Shire Council’s contaminated land register will require ongoing maintenance 

to record new sites that come to Council’s attention, as well as to address any discrepancies in the 

existing data which may become apparent. 

 

3.4 WEEDS - Cylindropuntia rosea 

3.4.1 Pressure 

A wide range of agricultural and environmental weeds exist within Walgett Shire.  One of the 

major problem species is Cylindropuntia rosea, and another is Cylindropuntia tunicata.  

Although these weeds are very similar in appearance, they can be distinguished by the colour of 

their spines and flowers.  C. rosea has white spines (as shown in Plate 2) and pink flowers, while 

C. tunicata has spines that are pale brown and the flowers are a yellowish colour.  Locally both 

species are known by a range of informal names, including thistle cholla, Hudson pear and tiger 

pear. 

 

 
Plate 2 – Cylindropuntia rosea, spines are about 5cm long. 

 

Locally C. rosea is the most abundant of the two species.  It forms plants up to two metres tall 

that occur in densities ranging from less than one plant per hectare up to more thousands of plant 
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per hectare.  It appears to propagate from segments that are broken off a parent plant and then 

become established upon contact with the soil.  The segments readily break upon contact with a 

tyre, animal or person and become temporarily impaled in the tyre or flesh, and are frequently 

transported to another location that was previously free of infestation with the plant. 

 

Both species are agricultural and environmental weeds because the spines readily penetrate the 

flesh of animals, causing harm.  Dense infestations of the plant form barriers that are hazardous 

for animals to walk through. 

 

3.4.2 State 

Based on data supplied by the Castlereagh Macquarie Country Council, it is believed that there 

are five medium to high density occurrences of C. rosea in the Shire which have a combined area 

of about 111km2, as shown in Figure 8.  Scattered plants have been found through a total area of 

about 458 km2.  C. tunicata plants appear to be restricted to the general vicinity of the Grawin 

opal fields. 

 

3.4.3 Response 

Commencing in 2002-03, substantial work to control Cylindropuntia rosea using herbicide has 

been undertaken with the assistance of a grant from the Natural Heritage Trust to the Lightning 

Ridge Miners Association.  That work commenced within Permissive Occupancy 1985/19 held 

by Walgett Shire Council.  The Permissive Occupancy includes many of the opal fields in the 

immediate vicinity of Lightning Ridge.  A substantial reduction in the density of larger plants has 

resulted. 

 

In December 2004 Walgett Shire Council committed $10,000, NSW Agriculture $10,000 and the 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council $20,000 for work to control C. rosea on public lands 

within the shire. 

 

During 2005-2006 Walgett Shire Council committed $40,000, Castlereagh Macquarie County 

Council $40,000 and the Western Catchments Management Authority $100,000 for work to 

control C. rosea in the Shire.  This funding commitment has permitted substantial progress to be 

made in reducing the density of larger plants in the Grawin, Glengarry and Sheepyard areas 
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where relatively minimal control work has been undertaken in recent years.  The extent of 

herbicide control work undertaken by the Castlereagh Macquarie County Council in conjunction 

with the Glengarry Grawin Sheepyard Miners Association and the Lightning Ridge Miners 

Association during the year is shown in Figure 8. 

 

 

Figure 8 – Extent of Cylindropuntia rosea herbicide control work undertaken during 2005-2006. 
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3.5 LAND USE PLANNING 

3.5.1 Pressure 

A number of potential land use conflicts exist within the Shire, for example between grazing and 

opal mining, residential land use (mining camps) and opal mining.  Much of the potential for 

conflict results from a lack of clear prioritisation of dominant land uses. 

 

3.5.2 State 

Walgett Shire Council is the main consent authority within the Shire for Development 

Applications.  Decisions are made on the basis of Interim Development Order No. 1 – Shire of 

Walgett (IDO) that was gazetted in 1968 and last amended in 1981.  Most Councils in NSW took 

action to supersede IDOs some time ago with Local Environmental Plans that are more in line 

with current legislation and community expectations. 

 

3.5.3 Response 

In March 2004 Walgett Shire Council resolved to engage Edge Land Planning to prepare a rural 

and urban land use strategy and a Local Environmental Plan.  Preliminary meetings were held 

with representatives of key community stakeholder groups and government authorities in March 

2004 to discuss how the development of the strategy and Local Environmental Plan will proceed. 

 

Subsequently community consultation workshops were held during November 2004 in Walgett, 

Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge.  The purpose of the workshops was to ascertain the public’s 

vision for the future of the Shire, as well as actions that could be taken to achieve this vision.  

Feedback resulting from the workshops was documented in a report titled Walgett Shire Growth 

Management Strategy – Community Consultation Report, prepared by Edge Land Planning and 

dated June 2005.  Copies of this report were sent to workshop participants and numerous 

government authorities being consulted in the course of developing the Strategy and Local 

Environmental Plan. 

 

Edge Land Planning also prepared a document titled Walgett Shire Growth Management Strategy 

– Issues Paper, dated June 2005.  In early July 2005 this document was mailed to workshop 
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participants and government authorities with a letter inviting written comments for Council’s 

consideration in the process of developing a Growth Management Study and Strategy. 

 

It is expected that a Growth Management Study and Strategy will be issued for public comment 

in the new financial year, and that a draft Local Environmental Plan will be prepared and publicly 

exhibited shortly afterwards. 

 

4 AIR 

4.1 PESTICIDE RESIDUE POND 

4.1.1 Pressure 

There is a wash down bay that was used historically to clean crop dusting planes at the Walgett 

aerodrome, as shown in Plate 3.  Use of the wash down area ceased in 1999, but a concrete slab 

and a small dam remain.  Runoff water from the washing down of crop dusters was held within 

the dam, which is now contaminated with pesticide residues.  Soil samples taken by 

environmental consulting firm, URS, in 2001 showed that there were significant levels of a 

number of pesticides within 0.5m of the surface of the pond.  Soil samples taken from greater 

depths were not contaminated. 

 

Historically there have been a number of complaints, especially during summer months, about 

chemical odours from people living near the Walgett aerodrome. 

 

 
Plate 3 – Pesticide residue pond, Nov. 2001. 
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4.1.2 State 

Early in 2002 Walgett Shire Council arranged for a veneer of wood chips about 0.2m thick to be 

placed over the interior of the pesticide residue pond.  Advice from URS indicated that the wood 

chips should absorb chemicals contained in the pound and reduce odours emanating from the site.  

Given that Walgett Shire Council has received no odour complaints from people living in the area 

during the last four years, it appears that the wood chips have been successful in temporarily 

suppressing the odour problem. 

 

4.1.3 Response 

In 2001 Walgett Shire Council engaged URS, an environmental consulting company, to provide a 

report on the nature of the contamination at the site and disposal options.  Completion of this 

report was dependent on advice from the NSW Environment Protection Authority (now 

Department of Environment and Conservation) in relation to contaminant thresholds for 

particular disposal options.  The final report was supplied in July 2003 5. 

 

The report considered two options for addressing the contamination in line with current 

regulatory requirements.  Option 1 was excavation and disposal (see section 5.1 of the report), 

while Option 2 was site capping and containment (see section 5.2 of the report).  URS indicated 

that there were more advantages and less disadvantages associated with excavation and disposal. 

 

After considering the options at a meeting held on 8 March 2004, Walgett Shire Council resolved 

to “investigate seeking a licence from the Environment Protection Authority for the Walgett 

rubbish depot, or another site within the Shire so that the contaminated material associated with 

the pesticide residue pit at the Walgett Aerodrome can be legally disposed of at the rubbish 

depot.”.  The rubbish depot was granted a licence on 20 June 2006 for “environmentally sensitive 

or inappropriate land filling”.   

 

Now the rubbish depot can legally accept the waste, Walgett Shire Council will be in a position to 

further evaluate the potential of proceeding with option 1 in the new financial year. 

 

                                                 
5 Final Report – Site Investigation and Management, Walgett Airport, NSW prepared for Walgett Shire Council by 

URS, Brisbane, dated 9 July 2003. 
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5 WATER 

5.1 URBAN WATER SUPPLIES 

5.1.1 Pressure 

Walgett Shire Council supplies water to numerous residential and commercial residences within 

urban areas as outlined in Table 5 below.  The ‘sites’ figure represents the number of properties 

on which Walgett Shire Council levies water rates (includes some vacant lots). 

 

Table 5 – Council operated urban water supplies. 

TOWN/VILLAGE SOURCE SUPPLY TREATMENT SITES 

WALGETT Weir on Namoi River 
Bore also available 

Raw & treated 
Raw 

Filtration & chlorination 794 

LIGHTNING RIDGE Artesian Bore Raw Nil 767 
COLLARENEBRI Weir on Barwon River Raw & treated Microfiltration & chlorination 240 

CARINDA Bore Raw Nil 53 

ROWENA Bore Raw Nil 15 
CUMBORAH Artesian Bore Raw Nil 0 

   TOTAL 1869 
 

Council has an obligation to ensure that water supplies are suitable for their intended uses.  The 

Australian Drinking Water Guidelines 2004 (ADWG)6 are the key standards against which NSW 

Health and local Councils assess drinking water quality.  The guidelines specify thresholds for 

drinking water quality amongst other things. 

 

The quality of water supplied by Council may vary for a number of reasons, including: 

• Environmental changes affect raw water quality, for example river water invariably has an 

increased sediment load during flood periods. 

• Human activities also affect raw water quality, for example river water can carry pesticide 

residues. 

• The types and effectiveness of water treatment processes that are applied to raw water 

prior to its distribution within urban areas. 

                                                 
6 Australian Drinking Water Guidelines 2004 published by the National Health and Medical Research Council, 

available from http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/eh19syn.htm 
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• The age and condition of water mains and storage reservoirs.  For example periodic 

cleaning of reservoirs is required to remove sediment. 

 

5.1.2 State 

Walgett Shire Council assesses potable water quality via a number of sampling programs as 

detailed within Table 6.   

 

Table 6 – Monitoring programs associated with urban potable water. 

PROGRAM PURPOSE FREQUENCY 

Potable urban 
– microbiological 

Samples submitted to NSW Health Division of Analytical Laboratories in 
Sydney to test all Council’s potable urban supplies for contamination by E. 
coli. 
Data is also provided on total coliform counts, which are not normally of 
concern provided samples are free of E. coli. 

Permanent, 
monthly 

Potable urban 
– chemical 

Samples submitted to NSW Health Division of Analytical Laboratories in 
Sydney to test all Council’s urban supplies for compliance with chemical 
thresholds specified in the ADWG. 
Each sample is analysed for pH, turbidity, Total Dissolved Solids (TDS), 
aluminium, antimony, arsenic, barium, boron, cadmium, calcium, chloride, 
chromium, copper, cyanide, fluoride, iodine, iron, lead, magnesium, 
manganese, mercury, molybdenum, nickel, nitrate, nitrite, selenium, silver, 
sodium, sulfate, total hardness as CaCO3, true colour, zinc. 

Permanent, 
twice yearly 

Potable urban 
- pesticide 

See details below. Temporary, 
monthly 

 

Average results and the numbers of samples provided in Table 7 are based on the period from 1 

July 2005 to 30 June 2006. 
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Table 7 – Significant water analysis results 1 July 2005 to 30 June 2006. 

TOWN/VILLAGE ISSUE 

WALGETT • 5 out of 46 samples showed the presence of total coliforms. 

LIGHTNING RIDGE • 13 out of 53 samples showed the presence of total coliforms. 
• 1 out of 43 samples showed the presence of E. coli.. 
• Average pH was 8.6 while the ADWG recommends a range between 6.5 and 8.5. 
• Average sodium content was 211mg/L when the ADWG recommends a maximum of 

180mg/L. 
NOTE: Sodium and pH values are typical for this supply system and others sourced from 
artesian bores in the region. 

COLLARENEBRI • 9 out of 43 samples showed the presence of total coliforms. 
• 1 out of 43 samples showed the presence of E. coli.. 

CARINDA NON-POTABLE SUPPLY 
• 19 out of 33 samples showed the presence of total coliforms. 
• 15 out of 33 samples showed E. coli. 
• Total dissolved solids averaged 635mg/L when the ADWG recommends a maximum 

of 500mg/L. 
• Average sodium level was 304mg/L when the ADWG recommends a maximum of 

180mg/L.. 

ROWENA NON-POTABLE SUPPLY 
• 14 out of 14 samples showed total coliforms. 
• 1 sample out of 14 showed E. coli. 
• Total dissolved solids averaged 3,375mg/L when the ADWG recommends a 

maximum of 500mg/L. 
• Average sodium levels were 1,126mg/L when the ADWG recommends a maximum 

of 180mg/L. 
• Total hardness as CaCO3 averaged 649mg/L when the ADWG recommends a 

maximum of 200mg/L. 

CUMBORAH • 10 out of 12 samples showed the presence of total coliforms. 
• Average pH was 8.6 while the ADWG recommends a range between 6.5 and 8.5. 
• Average sodium content was 313mg/L when the ADWG recommends a maximum of 

180mg/L. 
NOTE: Sodium and pH values are typical for supplies sourced from artesian bores in the 
region. 

 

5.1.3 Response 

From Table 7 it is apparent that total coliforms were found on a number of occasions in the 

various potable water supplies.  The ADWG indicate that coliforms can be present in drinking 

water as a result of: 

• faecal contamination 
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• the presence of biofilms on pipes and fixtures 

• contact with soil as a result of leaks, fractures or repair works. 

 

Due to their widespread occurrence in soil and water environments, total coliforms (in the 

absence of E. coli ) are not regarded as a specific indicator of faecal contamination.  The relative 

abundance of coliforms makes them useful in monitoring the efficiency of water treatment and 

disinfection processes. 

 

A single sample from the Lightning Ridge, Collarenebri and Rowena water supplies was 

contaminated with E. coli during the year.  Each situations were addressed by chlorination and 

follow up testing to check whether there was evidence of ongoing contamination.  None of the 

follow up tests showed any E. coli. 

 

Rowena’s water supply is very saline and is not suitable for drinking, hence it is also of minimal 

value to residents for domestic use.  A new water supply bore has recently been established and at 

the end of the year it was being commissioned to supersede the existing saline supply. 

 

In Carinda ongoing problems with E. coli contamination appeared to be originating from holes in 

the roof of the elevated reservoir that allow bird droppings and/or small animals to enter the tank.  

Water remaining idle within low flow sections of the water mains may also be contributing to the 

problem.  Contamination during the year was addressed by flushing the water mains and regular 

chlorination to destroy E. coli..  A new elevated reservoir was commissioned late in the year 

which should eliminate faecal contamination problems. 

 

5.2 RIVERS – PESTICIDE RESIDUES 

5.2.1 Pressure 

All river catchments within the Walgett Shire have the potential to be impacted by pesticide 

(herbicide and insecticide) residues associated with agricultural activities, such as irrigated cotton 

cultivation or dry land wheat cropping.  Significant pesticide spraying and application occurs 

within the Shire and adjacent Local Government areas where river flows subsequently pass 

through the Shire. 
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Insecticides that have been previously detected in a number of rivers in the catchment include 

amitraz, chlorphyrifos, dimethoate, endosulfan, esfenvalerate, parathion-methyl, profenofos and 

propargit.  Herbicides previously identified in a number of rivers in the surrounding catchment 

include atrasine, desthyl atrazine, diuron, fluometuron, hydroxy, metolachlor, pendimethalin, 

prometryn, simazine, trifluralin.   

 

5.2.2 State 

In conjunction with NSW Health, Walgett Shire Council undertook a program of work to collect 

regular water samples that could be analysed to determine whether there were pesticide residues 

in raw river water sources and the treated water supplies of Walgett or Collarenebri.  This work 

commenced in February 2004 and ended in July 2006.  Samples were obtained from the locations 

shown in the Figure 9.  Each sample was analysed for acidic herbicides, organochlorine 

pesticides, organophosphorus pesticides, synthetic pyrethroids, triazines/phelynureas and some 

“miscellaneous tests”. 

 

 

Figure 9 – Pesticide residue sampling sites. 
 



SOE 2005-06 30

In total 269 samples were obtained, and of the results available when this report was complied, 

contaminants were detected in 18 (7%) samples, as detailed in Table 8.  All the samples showing 

contamination were obtained during 2004-2005, and the sole contaminant detected in each case 

was Metolachlor.   

 

Metolachlor is a selective herbicide of the chloroacetanolide group, which is absorbed by young 

shoots of plants and it inhibits germination.  It is used to control annual grasses and some broad 

leaved weeds in maize, sorghum, cotton, soya beans, sunflowers and some vegetable crops. 

 

The method reporting level (MRL) when screening for metolachlor is 0.05ug/L.  Any quantity of 

the pesticide that is less than this level will not be detected.  The Australian Drinking Water 

Guidelines 2004 (ADWG) states that the guideline value for metalochlor is 0.002mg/L or 2ug/L 

and the health value is 0.3mg/l or 300ug/L  

 

On 5 January 2005, during a flood period, there was one reading at the Walgett water filtration 

plant that exceeded the ADWG guideline value.  During the same flood, raw water samples from 

the Pian Creek, Namoi River at Walgett (Stock Crossing) and the Namoi River at the 9 Mile 

Travelling Stock Reserve also exceeded the guideline value.  The guideline value was 

subsequently exceeded on 19th January 2005at the Pian Creek sampling point.  Overall the 

ADWG guideline value for the level of metolachlor was exceeded by 5 out of 269 samples 

(1.9%). 

 

At no stage was the ADWG health value exceeded. 

 

Table 8 – Positive pesticide residue sampling results. 

SAMPLE LOCATION COLLECTED TIME RIVER FLOW RESULTS UG/L TESTED 

48 Pian Creek Bridge 5-Jan-05 8:30 Flood Metolachlor 2.9 10-Mar-05 

49 Namoi Stock Crossing 5-Jan-05 8:00 Flood Metolachlor 2.4 10-Mar-05 
50 Nine Mile TSR 5-Jan-05 8:15 Flood Metolachlor 2.7 10-Mar-05 
51 Collarenebri Weir 5-Jan-05 8:00 Flood Metolachlor 0.2 10-Mar-05 
52 Pian Creek Bridge 19-Jan-05 7:45 Normal Flow Metolachlor 2.3 10-Mar-05 
53 Namoi Stock Crossing 19-Jan-05 8:00 Normal Flow Metolachlor  1.5 10-Mar-05 
54 Nine Mile TSR 19-Jan-05 8:40 Normal Flow Metolachlor 1.3 10-Mar-05 
55 Collarenebri Weir 19-Jan-05 10:40 Normal Flow Metolachlor 0.2 10-Mar-05 
56 Pian Creek Bridge 1-Feb-05 10:15 Normal Flow Metolachlor  0.39 17-Mar-05 
58 Nine Mile TSR 1-Feb-05 9:00 Fresh Flow Metolachlor  0.15 17-Mar-05 
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SAMPLE LOCATION COLLECTED TIME RIVER FLOW RESULTS UG/L TESTED 

59 Collarenebri Weir 1-Feb-05 7:45 Fresh Flow Metolachlor  0.98 17-Mar-05 
66 Namoi Stock Crossing 23-Mar-05 6:25 Normal Flow Metolachlor  0.07 28-Apr-05 
29 Walgett Water Treatment Plant 5-Jan-05 8:05 Flood Metolachlor 2.8 10-Mar-05 
30 Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant 5-Jan-05 10:00 Flood Metolachlor  0.2 10-Mar-05 
31 Walgett Water Treatment Plant 19-Jan-05 7:00 Normal Flow Metolachlor 1.5 10-Mar-05 

32 Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant 19-Jan-05 10:30 Normal Flow Metolachlor  0.2 10-Mar-05 
33 Walgett Water Treatment Plant 1-Feb-05 9:30 Fresh Flow Metolachlor 0.9 17-Mar-05 

38 Walgett Water Treatment Plant 15-Mar-05 11:30 Normal Flow Metolachlor 0.1 5-Apr-05 

 

 

5.2.3 Response 

The results from the pesticide residue sampling program suggest that: 

• Periodically there is relatively widespread metolacholor contamination of river water within 

the Shire. 

• The highest levels of contamination are associated with flood events in the local river 

systems. 

• The ADWG health value was not exceeded during the sampling period from February 2004 

to July 2006. 

• Any future sampling work aimed at detecting high levels of metolachlor would best be 

completed during flood events. 

 

5.3 RIVERS – FLOW AND SALINITY 

5.3.1 Pressure 

River water is used in a number of ways within the Shire, including for cotton irrigation, rural 

domestic water supplies, watering domestic livestock and for urban water supplies in towns such 

as Walgett and Collarenebri.  The Shire is located in a semi arid environment downstream of 

numerous other water users, including cotton irrigators.  Such circumstances contribute to 

variations in the volume and quality of river water flowing through the Shire. 
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5.3.2 State 

Water quality can be assessed in many ways and one of the most common methods within 

Australia is by salinity.  The electrical conductivity of water is generally indicative of the levels 

of total dissolved solids (TDS), and one of the most common dissolved solids is salt. 

 

The Department of Natural Resources operates a number of river monitoring stations that provide 

data on electrical conductivity, water levels and volumes.  Data derived from a station on the 

Namoi River at Goangra and another on the Barwon River at Walgett are presented in graphs in 

Figures 10 and 11.  Those graphs indicate that during most of the year discharge volumes were 

quite small or nil, while electrical conductivity was moderate.  Comparatively large discharge 

volumes are evident in July.  Electrical conductivity data for other monitoring sites in the Shire, 

on the Barwon River at Collarenebri and the Narran River at Angledool, showed similar values. 

 

The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines 2004 (ADWG) indicate that the TDS in water should 

not exceed 500mg/L due to taste considerations.  An equivalent figure in electrical conductivity 

units can be roughly determined by doubling this figure, which is 1,000 us/cm.  From the data in 

Figures 10 and 11, the salinity levels were adequate for water being used for human consumption. 

 

 

Figure 10 – Data on discharge & electrical conductivity in the Namoi River at Goangra. 
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Figure 11 – Data on discharge & electrical conductivity in the Barwon River at the Dangar Bridge, 

Walgett. 
 

5.3.3 Response 

Salinity levels are influenced both by natural processes and the activities of man.  In this context 

it is important to consider medium and long term salinity trends to determine whether river water 

quality is declining or improving.  Electrical conductivity has been monitored for about ten years, 

but there is probably insufficient data available to conclusively determine at this stage whether 

salinity is rising or falling. 

 

Ongoing operation of river monitoring stations by the Department of Natural Resources within 

the Shire provides essential data for understanding variations in river water quality.  The data is 

also important for providing an indication of whether actions being taken by Catchment 

Management Authorities and the community are improving river water quality. 
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5.4 RIVERS – ALGAE 

5.4.1 Pressure 

Periodic blue green algae blooms within local rivers can degrade water quality within the Shire 

and in the most severe cases make water toxic to the extent that it is unsafe for consumption by 

people or livestock.  Causes of blue-green algal blooms include: 

• High water temperature (20-30°C). 

• High pH (8-10) and low CO2 concentration. 

• Abundant zooplankton (microscopic animals). 

• Low nitrogen to phosphorous ratios (less than 29:1). 

• High phosphorous levels. 

• Calm water conditions. 

• Low light intensity. 

 

In 1991 and 1992 water quality in the Barwon-Darling River system received substantial media 

and community attention when contamination by blue-green algal blooms made the water toxic 

and unsuitable for consumption by livestock and people.  As a result, a State of Emergency was 

declared for numerous shires, including Moree, Walgett, Brewarrina, Bourke and Cobar. 

 

5.4.2 State 

River water samples are collected by Walgett Shire Council staff and analysed by the Department 

of Natural Resources in Sydney.  Sampling is usually undertaken on fortnightly basis in winter 

and weekly in summer from the Barwon River at Collarenebri, the Barwon River near the Dangar 

Bridge in Walgett and the Namoi River in Walgett. 

 

High alerts are issued when samples show more than 15,000 algae cells per millilitre, while 

medium alerts are issued when there are 2,000 to 15,000 cells per millilitre.  High and medium 

algal alerts issued by Department of Natural Resources during 2005-2006 are listed in Table 9. 
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Table 9 – 2005-06 algal alerts. 
(Note: Figures for algae other than blue green algae have not been included.  Stated alert level is indicative only). 

SAMPLE SITE DATE BLUE GREEN 
ALGAL COUNT UNITS ALERT LEVEL 

Namoi River at Walgett 1-Aug-05 3286 cells/mL Low 
Barwon River at Collarenebri 26-Sep-05 1849 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 12-Oct-05 1335 cells/mL Low 
Barwon River at Collarenebri 6-Nov-05 770 cells/mL Low 
Barwon River at Walgett 7-Nov-05 1711 cells/mL Low 
Barwon River at Walgett 7-Nov-05 3423 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 7-Nov-05 10578 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 7-Nov-05 39846 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 14-Nov-05 6041 cells/mL Medium 
Barwon River at Walgett 28-Nov-05 1501 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 28-Nov-05 4792 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 5-Dec-05 513 cells/mL Low 
Barwon River at Walgett 12-Dec-05 1422 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 12-Dec-05 8011 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 16-Jan-06 1922 cells/mL Low 
Barwon River at Collarenebri 30-Jan-06 1131 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 30-Jan-06 10854 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 6-Feb-06 2383 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 21-Feb-06 1594 cells/mL Low 
Barwon River at Walgett 27-Feb-06 791 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 27-Feb-06 7790 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 7-Mar-06 2035 cells/mL Low 
Barwon River at Walgett 8-Mar-06 622 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 8-Mar-06 10448 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 13-Mar-06 19640 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 20-Mar-06 30291 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 27-Mar-06 5969 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 3-Apr-06 27430 cells/mL Medium 
Barwon River at Walgett 5-Apr-06 949 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 5-Apr-06 5381 cells/mL Medium 
Namoi River at Walgett 10-Apr-06 2103 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 22-May-06 620 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 29-May-06 4186 cells/mL Low 
Namoi River at Walgett 5-Jun-06 8579 cells/mL Medium 
Barwon River at Walgett 26-Jun-06 505 cells/mL Low 
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5.4.3 Response 

The town water supply for Walgett is drawn from a weir on the Namoi River.  As a result, during 

periods when there are medium or higher algal alerts current for the river, activated carbon is 

used in the water treatment plant to reduce the toxins in the town’s filtered water supply. 

 

Collarenebri’s town water supply is drawn from a weir on the Barwon River.  The water 

treatment plant uses a micro-filtration process and, like Walgett, activated carbon is used during 

periods of medium or higher algal alerts. 

 

6 BIODIVERSITY 

6.1 ENDANGERED ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES 

6.1.1 Pressure 

A number of types of woodlands that exist within the Shire have been extensively cleared and 

modified since the arrival of European man.  Fragmentation, overgrazing, weed invasion and 

alteration of flood regimes, amongst other things, can pose a threat to the long term viability of 

such ecological communities. 

 

6.1.2 State 

Data on the extent and viability of the various ecological communities within the Shire is 

incomplete. 

 

6.1.3 Response 

The NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act establishes an independent Scientific 

Committee, not subject to the control and direction of the Government, to determine which 

species, populations and communities are to be listed as threatened.  That committee has 

determined that a number of ecological communities which are known to exist within the Shire 

should be regarded as endangered ecological communities.  They include: 

• Artesian Springs Ecological Community  

• Brigalow within the Brigalow Belt South, Nandewar and Darling Riverine Plains Bioregions  
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• Brigalow-gidgee Woodland/shrubland in the Mulga Lands and Darling Riverine Plains 

Bioregion  

• Carbeen Open Forest community in the Darling Riverine Plains and Brigalow Belt South 

Bioregions 

• White Box Yellow Box Blakely’s Red Gum Woodland  

• Coolibah-Black Box woodland of the northern riverine plains in the Darling Riverine Plains 

and Brigalow Belt South bioregions 

 

Under section 78A(8)(b) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, any 

Development Application which involves land that is critical habitat, or is likely to significantly 

affect threatened species (listed in Appendix B), populations or ecological communities or their 

habitat, must be accompanied by a ‘species impact statement’.  A species impact statement 

prepared in the manner prescribed under Division 2 of Part 6 of the Threatened Species 

Conservation Act 1995.   

 

7 WASTE 

7.1 URBAN WASTE DISPOSAL 

7.1.1 Pressure 

The main waste depots within the Shire are located near the two largest towns, Walgett and 

Lightning Ridge.  Both these facilities will come to the end of their useful life in the short to 

medium term.  Smaller facilities are operated at Burren Junction, Carinda, Collarenebri, Rowena 

and Come-by-Chance.  Substantial expenses are incurred by Walgett Shire Council to establish, 

operate and maintain the waste depots. 

 

7.1.2 State 

The drum muster program, which recycles used agricultural chemical containers, continued 

operating at the Walgett waste depot.  Opportunistic recycling is also undertaken at Walgett and 

Lightning Ridge waste depots.  No kerbside recycling is undertaken in any of the communities 

within the Shire.  Vegetation removed as a result of Walgett Shire Council maintenance 

operations is chipped and reused as mulch where possible. 

 



SOE 2005-06 38

The Lightning Ridge waste depot is nearly at the end of its functional life, given that is a former 

open cut opal mine which has been nearly filled to ground level. 

 

7.1.3 Response 

Walgett Shire Council is in the process of reviewing options for a new waste disposal site at 

Lightning Ridge.  Preferred sites have been identified and it is planned to undertake a formal 

analysis of the two sites that have been identified, after public consultation, as the most likely to 

be suitable. 

 

8 NOISE 

8.1 DOMESTIC NOISE 

8.1.1 Pressure 

Noise is rarely regarded as a significant issue within the Shire as there are few substantial noise 

generating developments.  Most problems arise in a domestic context with issues such as a 

barking dog or noisy neighbour.  Such issues tend to occur more frequently in association with 

camp mineral claims on the opal mining fields. 

 

8.1.2 State 

Council receives sporadic complaints about the noise created by generators operating at what are 

perceived as “late” hours by the complainant. 

 

Although the issue is relatively simple in itself, complications arise from community attitudes 

that vary from acceptance that “it is part of living on the opal fields” through to an expectation 

that legislative requirements should be rigorously enforced.  In some cases it appears that 

personality conflicts may be a key factor in the complaint. 

 

8.1.3 Response 

In the majority of situations Walgett Shire Council advocates that any party concerned by 

generator noise should discuss the matter directly with the person involved.  The suggested 



SOE 2005-06 39

objective of the discussion is to develop a mutually acceptable outcome.  Other situations are 

dealt with on a case-by-case basis. 

 

9 ABORIGINAL AND NON-ABORIGINAL HERITAGE 

9.1.1 Pressure 

Although some heritage assessment work has occurred within the shire, no community based, 

systematic study has been undertaken and there is no schedule of local heritage items under a 

Local Environmental Plan.  As a result, items of significance may be at risk from decay or 

inappropriate development. 

 

9.1.2 State 

There are no items listed in the State Heritage Register as of September 2005 for Walgett Shire.  

Items recorded by the Australian Heritage Commission in the Register of the national estate 

database, as of September 2005, are listed in Table 10.  Ultimately the present state of heritage 

items in the Shire is relatively poorly understood when considered on an overall basis. 

 

Table 10 – National Estate Heritage Sites. 

ITEM TOWN STATUS 

2 Indigenous Places Walgett Indicative Place 

Bore Baths Lightning Ridge Indicative Place 

Cuddie Springs Carinda Indicative Place 
Indigenous Place Brewarrina Registered 

Indigenous Place Collarenebri Registered 

Indigenous Place New Angledool Registered 

Indigenous Place Walgett Registered 

Narran Lakes Area Brewarrina Registered 

Nettleton’s Shaft Lightning Ridge Registered 

Old Shire Chambers, 78 Fox St Walgett Indicative Place 
Two Mile Creek (Warrambool) Rail Bridge Walgett Registered 

Walgett Courthouse, 55 Wee Waa St Walgett Registered 
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9.1.3 Response 

Items of local heritage significance are normally listed in a heritage schedule attached to a Local 

Environmental Plan (LEP), but Walgett Shire currently does not have an LEP.  Council’s 

Heritage Adviser, Graham Hall, has prepared a draft list of potential heritage items in 

consultation with members of the community who had previously participated in Council’s now 

disbanded Heritage Study committee.  The list includes buildings in towns and villages and on 

rural properties, engineering structures, items on the opal fields, Aboriginal places, moveable 

items and landscapes.  This list was refined after rigorous testing and culling at community 

workshops to leave about 130 items for further consideration.  These have been recorded in a 

database, using the State Heritage Inventory software. 

 

The next step will be to involve the owners of the items in discussions with Council’s Heritage 

Adviser.  Work is underway to determine the correct property description (lot, section and 

deposited plan numbers) for each potential heritage site, and subsequently determine the actual 

landowners.  Subsequently they will be notified and provided with information about the 

implications of heritage listing.  It is expected that the Heritage Adviser will also meet with 

affected property owners in the coming year, possibly in conjunction with meetings of the various 

Precinct Committees that provide recommendations to Walgett Shire Council on matters. 
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10 MORE INFORMATION 

For more information on the environmental matters covered in this report the following 

government agencies, and their web sites, will be of interest. 

• Status of coolibah black box woodlands as an Endangered Ecological Community 

http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsf/Content/coolibah_black_box_woodland 

• Data on threatened species, populations and ecological communities 

http://threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/index.aspx 

• NSW Natural Resources Atlas, http://www.nratlas.nsw.gov.au/wmc/savedapps/nratlas 

• Ecologically Sustainable Development, http://www.deh.gov.au/esd/ 

• NSW government State of the Environment indicators, 

http://soedirect.nsw.gov.au/app/index.jsp 

• Murray–Darling Basin Commission, http://www.mdbc.gov.au/ 

• Aquatic Ecological Community of the lower Darling River  

http://www.fisheries.nsw.gov.au/threatened_species/general/content/darling_river 

• NSW State Heritage Inventory and State Heritage Register, 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_02.cfm 

• Register of the National Estate, http://www.ahc.gov.au/register/index.html 

• Public register under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeo/index.htm 

• River water quality indicators http://www.waterinfo.nsw.gov.au/ 

• Public Register of Approved Clearing PVPs and Development Applications 

http://www.nativevegetation.nsw.gov.au/pams/PublicRegisterSearch.jsp 

 

For more information on specific issues covered in this report please contact Matthew Goodwin, 

Manager Planning and Regulation at Walgett Shire Council. 
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11 APPENDIX A – LICENSED PREMISES 

Table 11 lists all premises within Walgett Shire that have current licences issued by the 

Department of Environment and Conservation under the Protection of the Environment 

Operations Act 1997. 

 

Table A1 – Licences issued under the PoEO Act 1997 (as of 14 Sept 2006). 

LICENCE. No. LICENSEE NAME ADDRESS STATUS 

12345 Harris; Bruce  "Avondale" Rowena 2387 Issued 

10859 Namoi Cotton Co-Operative Ltd Merrywinebone Rowena 2387 Issued 

10871 Namoi Cotton Co-Operative Ltd Warren Road Carinda 2831 Issued 

12343 P.J. & J.M. Harris Pty. Ltd Moree Road Rowena 2387 Issued 

12466 Walgett Shire Council Arthur Street Walgett 2832 Issued 
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12 APPENDIX B – THREATENED SPECIES 

This appendix provides lists of all fauna and flora species that have been recorded as occurring in 

the Walgett Shire within the Atlas of NSW Wildlife maintained by the National Parks and 

Wildlife Service. 

 

Table B1 – Threatened fauna species for the Walgett Shire as of 31/8/2005. 

CLASS FAMILY SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME LEGAL STATUS 

Aves Accipitridae Erythrotriorchis radiatus Red Goshawk E1 

  Hamirostra melanosternon Black-breasted Buzzard V 

 Anatidae Oxyura australis Blue-billed Duck V 

  Stictonetta naevosa Freckled Duck V 

 Anseranatidae Anseranas semipalmata Magpie Goose V 

 Ardeidae Botaurus poiciloptilus Australasian Bittern V 

 Burhinidae Burhinus grallarius Bush Stone-curlew E1 

 Cacatuidae Cacatua leadbeateri Major Mitchell's Cockatoo V 

  Calyptorhynchus banksii Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo V 

  Calyptorhynchus lathami Glossy Black-Cockatoo V 

 Ciconiidae Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus Black-necked Stork E1 

 Climacteridae Climacteris picumnus Brown Treecreeper V 

 Estrildidae Stagonopleura guttata Diamond Firetail V 

 Falconidae Falco hypoleucos Grey Falcon V 

 Gruidae Grus rubicundus Brolga V 

 Meliphagidae Melithreptus gularis gularis Black-chinned Honeyeater 
(eastern subsp.) V 

 Otididae Ardeotis australis Australian Bustard E1 

 Petroicidae Melanodryas cucullata Hooded Robin V 

 Pomatostomidae Pomatostomus temporalis temporalis Grey-crowned Babbler 
(eastern subsp.) V 

 Psittacidae Neophema pulchella Turquoise Parrot V 

  Polytelis swainsonii Superb Parrot V 

 Rostratulidae Rostratula benghalensis australis Painted Snipe (Australian 
subspecies) E1 

 Scolopacidae Limosa limosa Black-tailed Godwit V 

 Strigidae Ninox connivens Barking Owl V 

Mammalia Dasyuridae Antechinomys laniger Kultarr E1 
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CLASS FAMILY SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME LEGAL STATUS 

  Dasyurus maculatus Spotted-tailed Quoll V 

  Sminthopsis macroura Stripe-faced Dunnart V 

 Emballonuridae Saccolaimus flaviventris Yellow-bellied Sheathtail-bat V 

 Muridae Pseudomys apodemoides Silky Mouse E1 

  Rattus villosissimus Long-haired Rat V 

 Peramelidae Perameles bougainville Western Barred Bandicoot E4 

 Phascolarctidae Phascolarctos cinereus Koala V 

 Potoroidae Bettongia tropica Northern Bettong E4 

 Vespertilionidae Chalinolobus picatus Little Pied Bat V 

  Vespadelus baverstocki Inland Forest Bat V 

Reptilia Elapidae Hoplocephalus bitorquatus Pale-headed Snake V 

 Scincidae Anomalopus mackayi Five-clawed Worm-skink E1 
 

 

Table B2 – Threatened species of flora for the Walgett Shire as of 31/8/2005. 

FAMILY SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME LEGAL STATUS 

Brassicaceae Lepidium monoplocoides Winged Peppercress E1 

Convolvulaceae Ipomoea diamantinensis  E1 

Fabaceae (Faboideae) Desmodium campylocaulon Creeping Tick-trefoil E1 

 Swainsona murrayana Slender Darling Pea V 

Goodeniaceae Goodenia macbarronii  V 
 

 

Table B3 – Legal status of threatened species. 

LEGAL STATUS TYPES FOR FLORA & FAUNA (See tables B1 & B2) 

V Vulnerable 

E1 Endangered (Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995) 

E2 Endangered (Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995) 

E4 Presumed Extinct (Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995) 

P Protected (National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974) 

P13 Protected Plants (National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974) 
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PPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCC   WWWOOORRRKKKSSS   
 
 

PPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCC   BBBUUUIIILLLDDDIIINNNGGGSSS   
 
Council has a total of twenty-two (22) public buildings on which an amount of 
$595,535 was expended on maintenance during 2005/2006 in order to maintain them 
at a satisfactory standard. With regards to public housing Council has twenty-nine (29) 
dwellings on which an amount of $214,882 was expended during this period to 
maintain them at a suitable standard. All of Council’s buildings are subject to a cyclic 
maintenance program to ensure they remain at a satisfactory standard. 
 

PPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCC   RRROOOAAADDDSSS   AAANNNDDD   BBBRRRIIIDDDGGGEEESSS   
   
Within the Walgett Shire area there is approximately 2,908kms of public roads that 
Council is responsible for, this includes Council and classified roads, State Highways 
and Regional Roads. Of this, 678kms is sealed with the remainder being gravel or 
natural formation surfaces. Council is also responsible for 57 bridges within the shire. 
During 2005/2006 Council expended an amount of $7,743,432 on maintaining and 
improving these public roads and bridges. The estimate to replace such infrastructure 
would amount to $51.4m for roads and $10.4m for bridges. 
 

PPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCC   WWWOOORRRKKKSSS   
 
Walgett Shire is responsible for water and sewerage in the three larger populated 
centres that are Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. In addition basic water 
supply schemes operate in the villages of Rowena and Carinda. An artesian bore, 
supplying a standpipe is available in the village of Cumborah. 
 
Council expended a total of $641,845 on maintenance and operations for the sewer 
schemes and a total of $1,586,394 for the water supply schemes. 
 
The current replacement costs of the sewerage schemes within the Shire have been 
estimated at $11.7m with the water schemes being $15.9m. 
 
 








	WSC Annual Report Introduction.pdf
	Annual Report Title Page.pdf
	Annual Report.pdf
	CONTENTS
	APPENDIXES
	WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL INFORMATION
	SHIRE STATISTICS
	GENERAL MANAGER’S MESSAGE


	Appendix A.pdf
	APPENDIX A TP.pdf
	Appendix A WSC Annual Report.pdf
	img-Y301002-0005.pdf
	img-Y301003-0004.pdf


	Appendix B.pdf
	Appendix B body.pdf
	 
	Objective A – Planning for a better future
	Objective B – Providing Strong Leadership and Advocacy
	Objective C – Delivering Community Focussed Services
	Objective D – Working together to improve our Environment
	Objective E – Managing our Resources and Assets
	Objective F – Promoting our Plans and Achievements

	APPENDIX Btp.pdf

	Appendix C.pdf
	APPENDIX C tp.pdf
	SOE_2005-06.pdf

	Appendix D.pdf
	APPENDIX Dtp.pdf
	Appendix D Pt1.pdf
	PUBLIC BUILDINGS
	PUBLIC ROADS AND BRIDGES 
	PUBLIC WORKS





