
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

24
th

 March 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
at the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club on 24 March, 2015 commencing at 
10.00am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
Note: At Morning tea there will be a presentation to three retiring long serving 
staff 
 
Naturalisation Ceremony at 9.30am 

 
 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 
as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 
expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 
A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I would also 
like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 
 

5.1 Presentation by Mr Gerard O’Brien 
5.2 Presentation by Mr Col Hundy 
5.3 Ms Rebel Black 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
Minutes of Council Meeting 10 February 2015………………………………………………………………………pg 6 

 

8.    Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9.    Mayoral Minutes 
Mayoral Minutes………………………………………………………………………………………………………..pg 24 

10.  Motions of which Notice has been given 

11.  Presentation of Petitions  

12.  Councillor’s Questions from Last Meeting 

13. Reports of Committees/Delegates 

Minutes of Workplace Health and Safety Meeting 26/02/2015……………………………………………………pg 30 
Minutes of Western Division Meeting 23-24/02/2015………………………………………………………………pg 34 
Minutes of Local Area Traffic Meeting 12/02/2015…………………………………………………………………pg 35 
Minutes of OROC Meeting 20/02/2015………………………………………………………………………………pg 46 
 
 

14. Reports from Officers 

14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 
Council’s Decision Action Report………………………………………………………………………………………pg 47 
Local Government Weekly – March 2015…………………………………………………………………………….pg 71 
Circulars from the Local Government Department of Premier& Cabinet – March 2015………………………...pg 73 
Monthly Calendar – March 2015………………………………………………………………………………………pg 82 
2015 Dick Colless Scholarship Awards………………………………………………………………………………pg 87 
Australian Opal Centre – Request for Support………………………………………………………………………pg 90 
Local Government Reform Update……………………………………………………………………………………pg 94 
Grant Funding Progress………………………………………………………………………………………………..pg 98 
Recognition of Service 3 Council Employees………………………………………………………………………..pg 99 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – General Manager……………………………………………….pg 102 
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14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

Cash on Hand and Investment Report………………………………………………………………………………pg 105 
Council Chambers Honour Boards…………………………………………………………………………………..pg 108 
Collarenebri Swimming Pool – Condition Issues…………………………………………………………………...pg 111 
Walgett  Little Athletics Long  Jump Pit – NO.1 Oval………………………………………………………………pg 114 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Corporate Services…………………………………...pg 119 

 

14.4 DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES 
Amendment to the spelling of the Shire Road 26…………………………………………………………………..pg 124 

Impending Expiry of Alcohol Free Zones……………………………………………………………………………pg 133 

Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications…………………………………………….pg 143 

Walgett CBD Upgrade Strategy………………………………………………………………………………………pg 150 

 

14.4 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 
Monthly Rural Infrastructure and Support Service Progress Report……………………………………………pg 153 

Five Year Roads to Recovery Funding Roads Works Programme 2014/15 to 2018/19……………………...pg 156 

Four year capital and maintenance roads works Programme for 2015/16 to 2018/19………………………..pg 159 
 

Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Engineering Services………………………………..pg 165 
 

 

14.5 DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
Removal of Apex Park, Walgett Fencing……………………………………………………………………………pg 167 

 

 

15. Questions for the Next Meeting 

16. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

17. Close of Meeting 
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3. Apologies 

 

4. Welcome to Visitors 
 
 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
 
5.1 Mr Gerard O’Brien 
 
5.2 Mr Col Hundy 
 
5.3 Ms Rebel Black 
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6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
 
 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
 

 
7.1 Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting held 10 February 2015 
 
Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting –10 February 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held 10 February 2015, having  been 
circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
Attachment 
 
Minutes of Meeting held 10 February 2015 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM MAYOR 

 

REPORTING SECTION: Governance 

AUTHOR:    Clr David Lane - Mayor 
 

 
Friday 13th February. Welcome to Shire event Collarenebri. 

Thursday 19th February. Lower Macquarie Water User group Dubbo GM and I. 

Friday 20th February.  

 OROC board meeting Dubbo with GM in the morning.  

 GM and I met with Kevin Humphries at Burren in the afternoon road funding for 

Pilliga- Burren and Collie-Mungindi Rds. 

 Meeting between LRMA and Kevin Humphries in the evening re: reserve trust for 

Opal fields. Motion: That Walgett Shire Council write to the minister for Western 

NSW, The Hon Kevin Humphries MP requesting the following: 1 That Crown lands 

investigate the establishment of a community based trust to manage the Lightning 

Ridge Crown Reserve.  2 That the committee should have representatives from 

LRMA, GGSMA, WSC and from the community via ministerial and or local member 

appointments, with technical advisors from Crown Lands and NSW Trade and 

Investment, Division of Resources & Energy. 3 That the trust elect internally its own 

executive and Chair. 4 Seek funding from Minister to prepare a Management Plan for 

the Reserve and a feasibility study on the acquisition of potential opal bearing lands.  

 

Saturday 21st February. Accompanied K Humphries to a meeting with LR and Surrounding 

Opal Fields Committee, Main topics they wished to discuss were a proposed tourist link road 

for LR and the highway extension from Brewarrina through Goodooga and running that 

through Cumborah via Narran Lake road instead.    

 

Monday and Tuesday 23rd and 24th February. Western Division Shire Conference 

Condobolin with Dep Mayor and GM, note that all of Councils motion on been put were 

carried at conference. 

 

Friday 27th February. Welcome to Shire Lightning Ridge. 

 

Tuesday March 3rd. Meet the candidates hosted by NSW farmers at Walgett Sporting Club. 

 

Saturday 7th March. Attended the unveiling of the Australian Opal Centre wall plaque 

Morrilla ST. 

 

Thursday 12th March. GM and I met with Ms Rebel Black re AOC funding proposal for this 

year; detail of this proposal will be subject of another report. 

 

Friday 13th March. Welcome to Shire event Walgett. 

 

Monday 16th March. Councillor Woodcock, Martinez, Taylor and I met with staff at LR sports 

complex to discuss options for Public Reserve Management Fund grant application. 
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Wednesday 18th March. GM and I met with communities of Glengarry, Sheepyard and 

Grawin re the new bore and how it could be funded, meeting was positive with overwhelming 

support for a rate increase to cover the capitol cost and maintenance of the new scheme. 

Community requested that a bore be put down in a convenient location with piping to a 

standpipe for all 3 communities.  

 
 
 
 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Mayor 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Mayor for brief mention or information only be received and 
noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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10.  Motions of which Notice has been given 

11.  Presentation of Petitions 

Nil 
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12. Questions from Last Meeting   

Clr Taylor 

 

Question 1 

Can Council encourage the removal od car bodies from the area behind the BP Service 

station at Lightning Ridge? 

Response 

The Director Planning and Regulatory Services to investigate. 

 

Question 2 

There is a section of Old Nobby Road in Lightning Ridge that has washed away. Can this be 

investigated? 

Response 

The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 

 

Question 3 

Trees in Lightning Ridge are note being watered on a regular basis. Can regular water 

system be put in place? 

Response 

The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 

 

Question 4 

Sections of the intersection of Silica and Harlequin Streets in Lightning Ridge have worn 

away. Can this be investigated? 

Response 

The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 

 

Question 5 

When will the Main Street Beautification project start work in Lightning Ridge? 

Response 

The General Manager to provide an update. 

 

Question 6 

Can Council receive an update on the progress of Hudson Pear funding? 

Response 

The General Manager to provide an update. 

 

Question 7 

Can Council reassess the re-routing of heavy vehicles through Lightning Ridge? Can a by-

pass be out in place? 

Response 

The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 

Question 8 

Can the bus parking area out the front of the Lightning Ridge School be resealed? 

Response 

The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
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Clr Murray 

 

Question 1 

Can signage be erected in Walgett advising of the location of public toilets? 

Response 

The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 

 

Question 2 

Can the Environmental Health and Building Surveyor undertake an inspection of Walgett 

Gourmet Foods? 

Response 

The Director Planning and Regulatory Service to investigate 

 

Clr Martinez 

 

Question 1 

Can the sign on the wall of the public toilet block at Collarenebri be removed? 

Response  

The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate  

 

Questions 2 

Can the drainage issue at Opal Street, Lightning Ridge be investigated? 

Response 

The Director Engineering Services advised that the drainage issue was resolved last week. 

 

Question 3 

There are kangaroos getting into the Lightning Ridge Aerodrome through the fence. Can this 

be investigated? 

Response 

The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 

 

Question 4 

When was the shade sail installed at Apex Park Walgett? 

Response 

The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that the sail was installed 6 months ago. 

 

 

Clr Greenaway 

 

Question 1 

Can Council investigate damaged road sods across the Shire? 

Response 

The Director Engineering Services to investigate 
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Clr Keir (on behalf of Clr Cooper) 

 

Question 1 

How are water bills being calculated when Council staff cannot access water metres? 

Response 

The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that if staff have difficulty 

accessing the metres they will contact the property owner to gain access. 

 

Clr Keir  

 

Question 1 

What is the progress of the weir access issue? 

Response 

The General Manager to provide an update. 

 

Question 2 

Nick Patel from the Walgett Post Office would like to thank Council’s Director of Engineering 

Services for his assistance with new signage. 

Response 

Noted. 

 

Clr Lane  

 

Question 1 

Keith Hackett from Fire and Rescue Lightning Ridge has been advised that there is funding 

available to update addressing for the opal fields. Is this correct? 

Response 

The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advised that there is no funding currently 

available. Council’s GIS Co-ordinator will provide a report to Council on the matter. 
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13.  Reports of Committees/Delegates 

13.1  Minutes of Workplace Health and Safety Committee meeting held 26 
February 2015 
 
Minutes of Workplace Health & Safety Committee meeting – 26 February  2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Workplace Health and Safety Committee meeting held 26 February 
2015, having  been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
 
Attachment 
 
Minutes of Meeting held 26 February 2015.  
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13.2  Minutes of Western Division Meeting  
 
Minutes of the Western Division Meeting –  23/24 February 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of western Division Meeting held 23 &24 February 2015, having  been 
circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 23 & 24 February 2015 can be found in Attachment Document on 
pg 3. 
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13.3  Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee  
 
Minutes of the Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting – 12 February 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Local Area Traffic Committee meeting held 12 February 2015, 
having  been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 

 
Attachment 
 
Minutes of Meeting held 12 February 2015 
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13.4  Minutes of OROC Meeting held on the 20 February 2015 
 
Minutes of OROC Meeting held on the 20 February 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of OROC meeting held 20 February 2015, having  been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 20 February 2015 can be found in Attachment Document on pg 27. 
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14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 

 
COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – MARCH 2015 

 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 
 

 
Summary: 

 
This schedule summarises the action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous 
meeting of Council. 

 
Background: 

 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions as well as any other matters raised at previous Meetings this year which required 
action and are still outstanding. The exception is for the last meeting where items that have 
been completed are included. Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised 
with the General Manager prior to the meeting.  

 
Current Position: 

 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Resolution Register March 2015.  

 
Governance issues: 

 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolution should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Council and Manex Team 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 

 
That the resolutions register be received and noted. It is requested that any queries be 
raised with the General Manager prior to meeting day facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 

 

Council’s Decision Action Report – March 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for March 2015 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:    

 
Attachment:  
 
Resolution Register- March 2015 

 
 



 

 
INSERT UPDATED RESOLUTION REGISTER 
 

 
Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 11

th
 February 2014 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/4 

That Council considers making provision for $41,250 in the 2014/15 
budget being 50% of the total quoted funds to refurbish/upgrade of the 
existing male jockey’s facilities and the addition of female jockey 
change and washrooms. 
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility 
document provided to 
Finance Manager. 
15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination.  
14.07.14 $57,000 provision 
made in budget.  
12.08.14 Grant approved. 
Additional budget required 
at September QBRS.  
18.09.14 Meeting to be 
convened with showground 
users to firm up design and 
commence works. 
Meeting held 26.09.14. 
Awaiting plans from the 
Jockey Club.  
18.11.14 Still awaiting 
plans from Dick James, 
regular follow up taking 
place.. 
01.12.14 Still awaiting 
plans.  
03.02.15 Plans received. 
Matching funds in 
December QBRS. Director 
Regulatory Services 
reviewing approval 
requirements.   
10.2.15 Meeting held with 
Showground/Racecourse 
representatives to finalise 
plans. Work to be 
completed prior to June 
Race Meeting. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

 

2/2014/19 

1.That Council endorse the proposed replacement or refurbishment 
the Gray Park toilet block.  
2.That Council consider making provision in the 2014/2015 budget of 
an amount of $75,000 for the replacement or refurbishment of the 
existing amenities block in Gray Park  
3.That Council also investigate the Walgett caravan park toilets. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility 
document provided to 
Finance Manager. Assets 
Officer requested to 
prepare a condition 
assessment for Alex 
Trevallion Park Toilets 
(Walgett Caravan Park 

Director Corporate Services 
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Seconded:  Clr Woodock toilets).  
15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination. Trevallion 
Park Toilets review not yet 
commenced.  
16.06.14 Gray Park Toilet 
project not included in 
budget. New Property 
Officer undertaking 
inspection and report.  
14.07.14 Application for 
50% funding submitted 
under the Community 
Building Partnerships 
Program.  
12.08.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application.  
10.10.14 No further 
update.  
18.11.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application.  
01.12.14 Advice on grant 
application due December. 
03.02.15 Grant application 
unsuccessful. Provision 
made in Dec QBRS for 
$75,000 including funding. 
10.2.15 Specification 
inviting quotations 
advertised.  

 
 

2/2014/20 

That consideration for provision to be made in the 2013/2014 budget 
for an amount of $20,000 to conduct an investigation and 
development of options for the design and upgrade of the 
administration building air conditioning system. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Specifications 
being developed.  
15.04.14 Submissions 
close 30.04.14. 
20.05.14 Tenders received 
to be considered at June 
meeting.  
16.06.14 Project working 
group formed to assess 
tenders.  
14.07.14 Project team 
meeting on 15 July to 
review tender spec.  
12.08.14 Tenders due 18 
August.  
10.10.14 Project under 
review by GM.  
18.11.14 Project under 
review. 
03.02.15 Project under 
review.  
10.2.15 Project under 
review 

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25
th

 March 2014 

 

 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/39 

1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2.That the actions of the Acting General Manager to engage Lawyer 
Piper Alderman under the funding agreement with Bentham IMF Ltd 
be endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Matter ongoing. 
15.04.14 Matter ongoing. 
Awaiting proof of debt from 
lawyers. 
20.05.14 Proof of claim 
lodged with liquidators by 
lawyers.  
14.07.14 Proof of claim 
admitted by liquidators.  
12.08.14 Awaiting further 
update. 
01.12.14 Ongoing.   
03.02.15 Matter ongoing. 
Change of lawyer to Squire 
Patton Boggs.  
10.2.15 Matter ongoing no 
further update. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

25th March 
2014 

5/2014/35 

That Council consider a provision in the Draft 2014/15 Budget of 
$150,000 for a new Unified Communications telephone system and 
associated data infrastructure upgrade. Subject to funding it is further 
recommended that Council proceed to stage 2 being the preparation 
of tender documentation and the calling of tenders. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director Corporate 
Services 

15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination.  
16.06.14 No funds 
provided in 2014/15 
budget.  
14.07.14 Provision made in 
final adopted budget. 
Consultant finalising tender 
spec.  
12.08.14 Tender 
advertised.  
Tenders closed 09.09.14. 
Report to October meeting 
18.11.14 Project 
progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on 
scheduled. Cabling project 
to be finalised.  
03.02.15 Cabling project 
completed. Unified 
communications system 
planning well advanced 
prior to site installation.  
10.2.15 Data plan and 
pricing finalised with 
Telstra. 

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 29
th

 April 2014 held 8 May 2014 

 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 27
th

 May 2014 

8 May 2014 7/2014/13 

That Council undertake negotiations with Transponder Technologies 
to develop a scope of works and quotation for the supply, installation 
and commissioning of a Point of Sale system at both the Harlequin St 
and Onyx St standpipes in Lightning Ridge. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

20.05.14 Awaiting further 
information.  
16.06.14 Request for 
detailed proposal made 
again on 16 June.  
14.07.14 Detailed proposal 
to be provided by 16 July 
2014 with report to August 
meeting. 
12.08.14 Company has 
had further discussions 
with DCS and DUS. 
18.09.14 Further 
clarification on some 
aspects being sought.  
10.10.14 Further 
discussions held with 
supplier. Pricing, modelling 
and further cost benefit 
analysis required.  
18.11.14 No further 
progress. 
01.12.14 No further 
progress.  
03.02.15 Project not 
progressed.  
10.2.15 Project not 
progressed. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/10 

 
1. That Council obtain detailed report on cost of running all sporting 
services in Walgett Shire. 
2. That naming rights for the Lightning Ridge Pool are investigated. 
 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Walford 

General Manager 

02.06.14 Report being 
prepared for August 2014 
meeting 
18.09.14 Deferred to 
October meeting.  
22.10.14 Deferred to April 
meeting.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/12 

 
That Council approve the disposal of identified e-waste and the 
Reserve e-waste be engaged to remove and dispose of the e-waste at 
no cost to Council 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

16.06.14 Project 
proceedings with next 
stage to stack and wrap on 
pallets.  
14.07.14 Project 
progressing.  
12.08.14 Project 
progressing. 

Director Corporate Services 
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18.09.14 Project on hold 
due to other priorities.  
10.10.14 Project on hold. 
Interest in participating to 
be sought from Brewarrina 
and Bourke Councils.  
18.11.14 Project yet to be 
progressed.  
01.12.14 Project on hold 
due to other priorities.  
03.02.15 Service provider 
now requires e-waste to be 
shipped to Sydney. 
Alternative options being 
investigated. 
10.2.15 Alternative options 
still being pursued. 

27 May 2014 8/2014/21 

 
That the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to negotiate 2-3 
year options on suitable land for commercial development in the 
Walgett CBD and also negotiate in relation to the possible commercial 
redevelopment of the carpark off Neilly Street, Walgett.  
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations 
continuing.  
22.10.14 Awaiting draft 
MOU.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Clr Taylor 
Can Council investigate the possibility of implementing a user pays 
system at the Burren Junction Bore Baths? 
  
Response 
The General Manager advised that investigations will take place as 
part of Council’s review of Shire wide services. 

General Manager 

27.05.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
investigations will take 
place as part of Council’s 
review of Shire wide 
services. 
15.09.14 Being prepared 
for October 2014 Meeting. 
22.10.14 Preparation of 
report delayed until 
November meeting.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Clr Lane 
There are currently no precinct committees in operation in Lightning 
Ridge, Walgett and Grawin. Should we encourage residents to get 
these committees up and running again? 
 

General Manager 

 
27.05.14 General Manager 
to investigate. The General 
Manager also advised that 
the Collarenebri Precinct 
Committee is in the 
process of being re-
established as the Town 
Improvement Committee. 

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Martinez 
Can 3 grids north of Lightning Ridge on the O’Brien’s property be 
addressed? 

Director Engineering 
Services 

Has been scheduled for 
inspection( 19/06/2014) 
 
14.07.14 Received three 
written quotations for 
fencing works. As per Grid 
policy, $4000 per grid can 
be contributed towards the 
removing the grid. 
12.08.14 Discussion took 

Director Engineering Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24
th

 June 2014 

place with Mr O’Brien and 
waiting on his response.  
6.3.15  Received a letter 
re: the fencing work. 
Council advised him in 
writing about the Grid 
Policy and can pay only 
$4,000 per grid. 

24 June 2014 9/2014/14 

 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the report on the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage 

Advisor, Ray Christison, during 2013-2014. 
2. Endorse and adopt the following documents, as prepared by 
Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison: 
 (a) Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2013-2014. 
 (b) Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2014-2017. 
3.Endorse submission of the documents to the Heritage Branch of the 
NSW Department of Planning & Environment. 
4.Note that Ray Christison of High Ground Consulting has advised 
Walgett Shire Council that he will cease providing heritage advisory 
services as soon as Council can find a replacement advisor. 
5.Write to Ray Christison and thank him for his work as Walgett Shire 
Council’s heritage advisor from 2008 until 2014. 
6.Seek expressions of interest for a new Heritage Advisor: 
 (a) Consistent with the document titles “How to Establish a Heritage 
Advisor Service”, published by Heritage Branch, NSW Office of 
Environment & Heritage, July 2011. 
 (b) Where feasible, in consultation with the Bourke and Brewarrina 
Shire Councils as part of a resource sharing initiative of the Outback 
Shires Alliance. 
Moved: Clr Cooper  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services is 
currently consultation with 
the Bourke and Brewarrina 
Shire Councils as part of a 
resource sharing initiative 
of the Outback Shires 
Alliance. 
Meeting held  10/9/2014 at 
Brewarrina to meet with 
Brewarrina  heritage 
advisor and discuss 
resource sharing.  
31.10.14 Council wrote to 
Office Environment & 
Heritage regarding 
facilitating sharing of 
Heritage Advisor  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
What is the progress of the fencing and ramps to be installed on 
Gerard O’Brien’s property? 
Clr Greenaway 
 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 
24.06.14 The Director 
Engineering Services 
advised that Expressions 
of Interest close on Friday 
4 July 2014. 
11.09.2014 – Waiting for 
response. 
 

Director Engineering Services 

 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Does Council currently have a Carpenter on staff? 
Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 

 
24.06.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
Council do not currently 
have a Carpenter, however 
are interested in hiring one. 
Council’s current Building 
Maintenance Officer does 
undertake small tasks in 
the main administration 
building. 

General Manager 
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24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Coonabarabran to Mungindi Road 
Improvement Programme? 
Clr Greenaway 
 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 
24.06.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
Council have undertaken a 
feasibility study and are 
now waiting for response 
from Kevin Humphries MP 
who is coordinating the 
programme. Director of 
Engineering is to contact 
Mr Humphries to 
investigate where matter is 
up to. 
 
14.07.14 Discussed with  
Mayor  of Narrabri Shire 
Council on 7/7/2014  
regarding the project.  He 
will contact with Kevin 
Humphries for further  
updates. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/21  

 
1. That the General Manager be authorised to take the necessary 
steps to resolve outstanding Title issues. 
2. That Council draft a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the 
development and exchange of the Neilly Street Carpark. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 

15.09.14 All owners 
contacted and in process 
of arranging transfers.  
21.10.14 Solicitors advise 
matter nearing resolution. 

General Manager 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/22 

1. That a detailed review of Council’s staff housing stock be carried 
out in the 2014/15 financial year with a view to preparing not only not 
only a routine maintenance programme but also a capital upgrade and 
replacement programme as well.  
2. Further that Council reaffirm the approach of transferring the 
income from any property sales to a cash backed reserve to provide 
for future property development. 
3. Council obtain quotes for upgrade of work to the 6 Vaughn Place 
property and undertake work as necessary. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General 
Manager/Director 
Corporate Services 

14.07.14 Matter referred to 
Property Officer to obtain 
work schedule and cost. 
12.08.14 Awaiting report 
from builder.  
18.09.14 Review ongoing, 
tenders advertised for 
refurbishment of 6 Vaughn 
Place.  
10.10.14 Quotations being 
obtained.  
01.12.14 Analysis of 
property reports for overall 
works programs ongoing. 
Contract for 6 Vaughn 
Place awarded to GBC 
Builders.  
8.2.15 Work commenced 
on 6 Vaughan Place 

General Manager/Director 
Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 22
nd

 July 2014 

22 July 2014 10/2014/16 

1.  That repairs to the existing lights on the western towers be 
undertaken at an estimated cost of $10,000 subject to unspent funds 
being brought forward from the 2013/2014 Parks and Reserves 
Capital Maintenance Vote. 
2. That an application be submitted under the Sport and Recreation 
Facility Development Program for 50% funding of a total upgrade of 
the Spider Brown Oval lights and if successful, that matching funding 
be provided from Parks and Reserves Capital Maintenance Vote in 
the 2015 / 2016 Budget. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

12.08.14 LRE to undertake 
lightning repairs.  
18.09.14 Work completed, 
funding program not yet 
open.  
10.10.14 Application being 
developed. Program open 
and closes on 31 October 
2014.  
01.12.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application.  
03.02.15 Advice received 
that application was 
unsuccessful.  
10.2.15 Project remains on 
programme for future grant 
opportunities. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

There are parts of fencing, doors and windows missing from a house 
on the corner of Morilla and Gem Streets which looks untidy. Can 
Council issue an order for the property to be tidied up? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate 
 
Clr Lane 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

The residence is boarded 
up, ongoing investigation, 
monitoring by P&R staff is 
occurring currently. 
8/9/2014. . Owner has 
advised that unsecured 
buildings will be made 
secure. 
Inspection undertaken 

28.1.15. Notice of intention 
to issue an order issued 
4.3.15 re rubbish & 
unsecure buildings 
 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

The change room floor at the Lightning Ridge Bore Baths becomes 
slippery and a user has fallen. There are also loose floor tiles and 
drainage issues. Can work be done to resolve these issues? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that the Property Officer is in 
the process of organising a non-slip flooring to be installed as an 
interim measure. 
 
Clr Woodcock 

General Manager 

12.08.14 Anti-slip coating 
purchased and to be 
applied by urban services 
staff.  
22.10.14 New tiles etc 
have been laid in men’s 
dressing shed. 

General Manager 

 
 
 

Completed 28.2.15 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

What is the progress of works to be undertaken at the Lightning Ridge 
IGA? 
Response  
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that propping 
has been put in place and an engineer has approved this propping. 
Council recently wrote to the IGA owner requesting information 
regarding permanent propping with no response. The Director 
Planning & Regulatory Services will follow up response. 
 
Clr Cooper 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Ongoing correspondence 

between Council and IGA 

owner relating to permeant 

propping, currently no 

indication as to when 

design shall be completed 

by Engineers.  

. In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 

building owner’s legal 

representative expects 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26
th

 August 2014 

work to commence late 

March 2015 to implement 

permanent remediation 

measures. 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/4 

 
That the General Manager investigate the most appropriate or 
opportune timing for withdrawal from the Weight of Loads Committee, 
and that Council advise the Weights of Loads Committee that Council 
will be withdrawing membership of the organisation at that time. 
 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 

15.09.14 Constitution to be 
reviewed to determine 
process required.  
17.3.15 repot to March 
Meeting 

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/11 

 
1. That Council receive and note the General Manager’s Report in 
respect of fund balances held at 30 June 2014 this report, confirm the 
amount of $4213641.52 shown as internally restricted reserves and 
endorse the carried forward expenditure of $828,052.00 (General 
Fund), $274,110.00 (Water Funds),$350,000.00 (Sewerage Funds) 
and $69,607 (Waste Funds). 
 
2. Further, that a report be prepared outlining what courses of action 
are available to Council  
to utilise Minor Fund surpluses  to address Council’s infrastructure 
backlog and improve its 
future sustainability. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 

1. No further action 
required. 
2. Currently being 
investigated.  

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/12 

 
That Council convene a meeting of all the stakeholders involved with 
the Lightning Ridge Racecourse and Spider Brown Oval Complex to 
agree on a list of projects to be undertaken and then setting a 
reasonable time frame in which to prepare at strategic plan for the 
complex in order to both attract funding and carry out the works 
involved. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 

15.09.14 Meetings held 
report to September 
meeting.  
28.2.15 Strategic Plan 
being prepared 

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/13 

 
That That Council consider the revised draft Memorandum of 
Understanding and determine whether or not it is keen on proceeding 
with the concept and, if so, how to best further the development of the 
‘whole of community” in partnership with key local organisations. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 

15.09.14 MOU discussions 
arranged.  
22.10.14 Discussions 
ongoing.  

General Manager 
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26 August 
2014 

11/2014/21 

 
That Council advise the Burren Junction community that if a 
partnership arrangement can be established between the Burren 
Junction community and the Department of Education with regards to 
the Burren Junction School of Arts Hall, Council will; 
1. Consider re-opening the main hall for restricted use after 
completing repairs estimated to cost $67,000 including the 
replacement of guttering. 
2. Hold a further community meeting at Burren Junction on Thursday 
17 September 2014 at 5:30pm at the Burren Junction RSL. 
3. Apply for heritage funding grants to carry out necessary renovations 
to the hall.  
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

Meeting at Burren Junction 
held 17.09.14 
10.10.14 Further 
community meeting held 
17.09.14. Scope of works 
to be developed by working 
group before meeting at 
Burren Junction.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on 
schedule.  
03.02.15 Hall re-opened for 
restricted use. Longer term 
plan for complete 
restoration to be 
developed.  
10.2.15 Repairs to 
guttering & downpipes 
approved by Heritage 
advisor. To be funded from 
Heritage grant 

Director Corporate Services 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/35 

 
1. That the Mayor and General Manager be delegated authority to 
accept offers for Lot 157 DP 882747, and Lot 156 DP 882747 in 
Council’s Industrial Subdivision, and that any necessary 
documentation be executed under the Common Seal of Council.  
2. That the proceeds of sale be transferred to Council’s Property 
Development Reserve.  
 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

General Manager 
15.09.14 Negotiations 
continuing.  

General Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23

rd
 September 2014 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/18 

 
1. That Council adopt a budget of $35,100 to carry out the works 
identified above within the current year and that appropriate 
amendments be made to the 2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget in 
conjunction with the September, 2014 QBRS. 
And further that Council’s Asset Management staff work with key 
stakeholders to prepare a strategic plan for the complex which 
includes detailed cost estimates and identifies funding sources for the 
proposed capital works programme 
 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director Corporate 
Services 

18.11.14 To be included in 
September QBRS. 
01.12.14 Purchase Order 
issued for construction.  
03.02.15 Strategic plan yet 
to commence.   
10.2.15 Builder engaged to 
undertake work on Jockey 
Amenities. Project to be 
completed before Easter 
Races. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

23 September 

2014 
12/2014/19 

 
1. That Council adopt the following roster for the Lions Park Lightning 
Ridge Sunday Markets: 
Dates      Event Co-ordinator 
1st Sunday of Every Month  Lightning Ridge 
Community Radio Inc. 
2nd Sunday of Every Month  United Hospital 
Auxiliary  
3rd Sunday of Every Month  Royal Flying Doctor 
Service 
4th Sunday of Every Month  Historical Society 
Trust/LR Mens’ Shed 

5th  Sunday of every Month (2 p.a.) Rotary Club of 
Lightning Ridge  
2. Further that the Historical Society Trust share its allocated date with 
the Lightning Ridge Mens’ Shed group who would undertake the BBQ 
on behalf of the Trust and that on any month were there wasn’t a fifth 
Sunday that the Historical Society Trust and Rotary Club of Lightning 
Ridge would share the 4th Sunday rotating alternatively. 
3. It is also a condition that dogs not be allowed to be taken to the 
Sunday Markets. 
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 

24.09.14 Regulatory signs 
in place. 
22.10.14 Advice of market 
arrangements to be 
circulated.  

General Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Completed 28.2.15 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/22 

 
That Council consider inviting local residents to register their interest 
in participating drought relief employment projects as a means to 
being able to justify the funding for such projects. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General Manager 

22.10.14 Advertisements 
forms and press releases 
being drafted.  
17.3.15 Ongoing 

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/24 

 
1.That the Council accept the $20,000 grant offered by the NSW 
Government of Communities Sport and Recreation Grant Funding for 
the upgrade of the Lightning Ridge netball courts lighting and; 
2.That provision be made in the September QBRS for the project 
funding of $40,000 to  be offset by grant income of $20,000 (bet cost 
$20,000) and Council’s contribution being by way of transfer from the 

Director Corporate 
Services 

10.10.14 Project to be 
progressed in accordance 
with Council resolution.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing.  
01.12.14 Quotations being 
sought.  

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28

 
October 2014 

Recreation and Capital Maintenance Vote.  
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

03.02.15 LED Australia 
engaged to undertake 
works. 
10.2.15 Works completed 
and contractor paid. 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/26 

 
1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2. That the quotation from Douglas Bros for supply and installation of 
new front fence at the Walgett Masonic Lodge at an estimated cost of 
$7,700.00 be accepted and that it be funded from B/L 11.03056.4081 
Recreation and Culture Capital Maintenance. 
      
       
Moved: Clr Lane   
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

10.10.14 Project 
proceeding and DA lodged.  
18.11.14 DA approved, 
awaiting contractor.  
01.12.14 Job scheduled to 
commence 10 December 
2014.  
27.01.15 Delay in 
materials, project to 
commence 1

st
 week of 

February.   
10.2.15 Project Completed 

Director Corporate Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Opal FM have been unsuccessful in obtaining ongoing funding. Can 
Council look into giving financial assistance to Opal FM? 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
23.09.14 GM requested 
further info from Opal FM 
17.3.15 Awaiting letter 

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

The Carinda to Walgett Road is in poor condition where geotextile has 
been applied. Can this be investigated? 
Clr Cooper 

Director Engineering 
Services 

11.11.2014 – Work has 
commenced. 
03.02.15 Work in progress.  

Director Engineering Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/15 

1.Note the response letter dated 25 September 2014 from NSW 
Crown Lands indicating that it has no objection to the establishment of 
an off-leash area for dogs at Lightning Ridge, within Crown Reserve 
R84117 for public recreation and a racecourse. 
2.Proceed with the establishment of an off-leash area for dogs at 
Lightning Ridge, within Crown Reserve R84117 for public recreation 
and a racecourse, over the area shown in Attachment A. 
3.Request the General Manager to make arrangements for the 
erection of appropriate signage for the off leash area. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

7.11.14 Email sent asking 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure to action 
resolution.  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a roundabout be put in place in Fox Street near the BP? 
Clr Murray 

Director Engineering 
Services 

28.10.14 Council is to 
forward the request to the 
Local Area Traffic 
Committee Meeting for 
consideration. 
03.02.15 Matter referred to 

Director Engineering Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25 November 2014 

LATC. Due to cost this will 
not go ahead.  
6.3.15 Has been discussed 
at RMCC meeting and 
advised to apply with 
revised data and case 
study 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge IGA matter? 
Clr Woodcock 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Letter sent 16 October 
2014 requesting 
confirmation of who has 
been appointed as the 
engineer and expected 
time frame for completion 
of permanent remediation 
works. 
In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 
building owner’s legal 
representative expects 
work to commence late 
March 2015 to implement 
permanent remediation 
measures. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

15/2014/9 

That the action being  taken by the General Manager in preparing and 
submitting an application for  National Stronger Regions Fund – “Main 
Street Makeovers” be endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

General Manager 

28.11.14 Application 
lodged.  
28.2.15 Announcement of 
grants to be made in May 
2015. 

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

15/2014/15 

 
1. That the WSC AFM Quotation and Tender Thresholds and WSC 
Purchasing Policy and Procedures be rescinded. 
2. That the Procurement and Tendering Policy and Policy Procedure 
be adopted.  
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

Director Corporate 
Services 

01.12.14 Policy and 
procedure to be 
implemented.  
03.02.15 Awaiting meeting 
of contractors.  
10.2.15 Awaiting meeting 
of contractors 

Director Corporate Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a report be brought to Council regarding changing the name of 
the Gundabloui Road to the Mungindi Road as it was previously 
named? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Greenaway 

Director Engineering 
Services 

11.12.14 A report is to be 
prepared for the February 
Council Meeting.  
6.3.15 Planning 
Department is working on 
it. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Grawin Bore project? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that a community consultation session 
is to be held at Grawin in the near future. Residents are to be advised 
that they will need to contribute towards the cost of the bore. 
Clr Martinez 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

01.12.14 A meeting is to be 
held with the Grawin 
community shortly.  
03.02.15 Community 
consultation to be held this 
month.  
6.3.15 Community 
consultation yet to be held 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 
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25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

The 2015 ANZAC Day celebrations will be held in Gray Park, Walgett. 
Will the Walgett ANZAC Committee have to cover the cost of 
temporary toilet facilities for the day? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services to investigate. 
Clr Keir 

Director Corporate 
Services 

01.12.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application in 
December, but temporary 
facilities will be made 
available for the event. 
03.02.15 Grant application 
unsuccessful. $75,000 in 
December QBRS. Further 
consideration to be given 
to temporary toilets closer 
to event.  
10.2.15 This aspect should 
be on the agenda for 
planning by event 
organisers. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can garbage bins be installed along the footpath outside of the 
Walgett IGA? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 
Clr Murray 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

01.12.14 Investigating  
6.3.15 Project Completed 
on 22.1.15 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council write to Kevin Humphries MP requesting that mental 
health services within the Shire are better coordinated and have a 
more regular presence? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 
Clr Murray 

General Manager 
04.12.14  Letter being 
drafted.  

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Walgett fishermen have noted that they have recently not been able to 
access the Weir. Why are they not able to access the weir now? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
04.12.14 Private property 
access issues being 
researched.   

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council install water meters to properties outside of Lightning 
Ridge near the tip? 
Response 
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advised that Council 
cannot install water meters outside of the town area. He further 
advised that a report on illegal use of the town water supply was 
brought to Council recently.  Council resolved to seek legal advice, 
and he will be submitting that  advice to Council in conjunction with an 
updated report. 
Clr Taylor 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

02.12.14 Response 
provided at meeting by  
Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 
Updated report currently 
being drafted for 
submission to Council. 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge Post Office issue? 
Response 

The Mayor advised that he has been informed by Mr Mark Coulton MP 
that Australia Post are planning to take over the Post Office from the 
current Post Master. 
Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.12.14 Waiting for advice 
from Australia Post.  
10.2.15 No further update. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

People who leave their car windows open to cool their car down while 
they are parked in Lightning Ridge during hot weather are receiving 
$104.00 fines from the Highway Patrol Officer. Can Council discuss 
this issue with the Police? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the Highway Patrol does not 
operate as part of the Castlereagh Local Area Command. The 

General Manager 

04.12.14 Not raised at the 
meeting. Being checked 
with Highway Patrol.  
28.2.15 N.F.A 

General Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 17 December 2014 

General Manager further advised that he will be attending an REMC 
meeting next week and he will raise the issue with the Assistant Police 
Commissioner who will be in attendance as well. 
Clr Taylor 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can flags be installed in Morilla and Opal Streets in Lightning Ridge 
as part of the Main Street Beautification Project? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate. 
Clr Walford 

General Manager 

04.12.14 To be listed for 
discussion at next 
consultation session.in 
2015 

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

15/2014/24 

1. That Council resolve to sell the properties as listed in appendix 1 of 
this report in accordance by public auction in accordance with the Sec 
713 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
2. That the only payment arrangement acceptable to the Council be 
payment in full. 
3. That Council resolve that Saturday 28th March 2015 at 10:30am be 
the date and time of the auction for sale of land for unpaid rates. 
 
Moved: Clr Cooper 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

1. Letter send 01.12.14 
2. Progressing 
01.12.14 Arrangements 
being put in place.  
03.02.15 Matter 
progressing. 
10.2.15 Matter progressing 

Director Corporate Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/5 

1. That an invitation be extended to the Minister for Emergency 
Services and NSW RFS Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons to meet 
with Council representatives to discuss  the following issues; 
a)The issue of the use of cheaper, more effective tanker trailer units in 
the North  West Zone rather than more expensive fire trucks. 
b)The issue of fire protection clothing suitable for North West Zone 
conditions. 
2. That a copy of the invitation letter is provided to Greg Sim and 
Kevin Humphries MP. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 
17.12.14 letters sent 
awaiting responses 

General Manager 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/6 

That an invitation be extended to the NSW Minister for Education Mr 
Adrian Piccoli MP to review the effectiveness of the Connected 
Communities concept at the  Walgett Community College as it 
does not appear to be meeting whole of community expectations. 
2.That a copy of the invitation letter is provided to Kevin Humphries 
MP.  
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General Manager 
17.12.14 Letter sent 
awaiting response 

General Manager 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/11 

That a meeting with the Local Federal Member Mark Coulton MP be 
arranged as a matter of urgency to follow up Council’s various 
Drought Submissions/initiatives. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

General Manager 
17.12.14 to advise when 
available 

General Manager 
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17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/14 

1. That Council note the content of the report and that the list be 
reviewed by councillors and staff for accuracy and omissions. 
2.That Councillors Keir, Greenaway and Woodcock meet with Council 
staff after the February 2015 meeting to review the report.  
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Review meeting 
scheduled for after the 
February Council Meeting 
10.2.15 Further draft to be 
provided to Councillors 
following review meeting. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/15 

That Council note the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
for September and adopt the adjustments/changes indicated within 
each report respectively. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/19 

That this item is deferred until a response is received from the NSW 
RFS Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons regarding the issues raised 
by Clr Murray in his Motion of Notice. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Engineering 
Services 

23.01.15 Work in progress.  Director Engineering Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/21 

1. That the Level 2 Garden Watering restriction is amended to allow 
watering from 7:00pm to 9:00pm only, from 16 December 2014. 
2. That the Office of Water/State Water are requested to investigate 
illegal irrigation upstream of Walgett. 
3. That Council initiate an approach for emergency bore or pumping 
from the Barwon River funding as a matter of urgency. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Acting Director Urban 
and Infrastructure 
Services 

03.02.15 1 and 2 done. 3 –
awaiting response from 
local member.  
6.3.15 Completed 

Acting Director Urban and 
Infrastructure Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Can Council investigate re-installing the Walgett Town sign on the 
Kamilaroi Highway once it is repaired? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to take appropriate 
action for repairs and re-installation. 
Clr Murray 

Acting Director Urban 
and Infrastructure 
Services 

6.3.15 Matter progressing 
Acting Director Urban and 
Infrastructure Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

The unsealed road near the Walgett tip is untidy and there is rubbish 
in the area. Can this be tidied up? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that the 
area was cleared last week and he will investigate further and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Murray 

Acting Director Urban 
and Infrastructure 
Services 

03.02.15 Completed, next 
step may be to engage 
R&R Services regarding 
illegal dumping.  
6.3.15 Planning and 
Regulatory Department 
issuing written notices for 
illegal dumping.  

Acting Director Urban and 
Infrastructure Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

The undercover area between the small and large swimming pools in 
Walgett that was previously grassed is now dirt. Can Council 
investigate? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that a number of options for 
recovering are currently being investigated and appropriate action will 
be taken without any further delay. 
Clr Cooper 

Director Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Work to be 
undertaken when pool 
closes in April.  
10.2.15 Works scheduled 
after pool closes 

Director Corporate Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Can the Rosemary around the ANZAC Monument in Fox Street 
Walgett be removed? 
 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the RSL is planning on installing 

Acting Director Urban 
and Infrastructure 
Services 

03.02.15 Actioned by RSL 
Sub Branch Committee.  
6.3.15 Project Completed 

Acting Director Urban and 
Infrastructure Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 10 February 2015 

planter boxes around the Monument but that the damaged rosemary 
will be removed in the interim period. 
Clr Keir 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Brian Hannigan has written to Council regarding the misspelling of the 
Hardy’s Lease Road. Can his letter be acknowledged and a response 
sent? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services advised that the letter has been 
received, will be acknowledged by letter and appropriate action 
initiated without delay to correct the spelling error. 
Clr Keir 

Director Engineering 
Services 

6.3.15 Planning and 
Regulatory Department is 
working on it. 
 

Director Engineering Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

What is the progress of the fencing issue at the Walgett Weir? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the laneway to the weir will be 
fenced shortly and arrangement for access made as necessary. 
 
Clr Keir 

General Manager 
28.2.15 Fresh Tenders for 
materials called. 

General Manager 

 

17 December 
2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Can the letter received from Michael Hughes Transport be 
acknowledged? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the letter received will be 
acknowledged and further negotiation for the sale of the land involved 
initiated. 
Clr Keir 

General Manager 
17.2.14 reply sent awaiting 
costing details 

General Manager 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/24 

1.That the summary of the performance monitoring undertaken by LG 
NSW Management Solutions on behalf of Council be received and 
noted.  
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

General Manager 17.12.14 N.F.A General Manager 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/25 

That Council endorse the proposed reorganisation of Council’s 
functional activities into a three divisional structure and that an 
appropriate consultation process be commenced early in January, 
2015 with a view to a definite proposal being put before Council for 
consideration in February, 2015. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General Manager 
28.2.14 Report delayed 
until April 2015 

General Manager 

 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/4 

That Council write to the Chief Executive Officer of the Bureau of 
Meteorology Dr Rob Vertessy requesting that a representative from 
the Bureau visits the Walgett Shire to explain why weather forecasts 
for the Walgett Shire for the past two and a half years have been 
incorrect. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 13.3.14 Letter sent General Manager 

 

 
10 February 

2015 
 

1/2015/11 

That Council: 
1.Continue to evaluate the concept of a Far West Initiative with fellow 
Western Division Councils and play an active role in the further 
development of the concept. 

General Manager 
28.2.14 To be considered 
in conjunction with Western 
Division Resolutions  

General Manager 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

66 
 

 2.Maintain its involvement with the Outback Shires Alliance and press 
for an expanded role for the Alliance in the Local Government Reform 
process. 
3.Evaluate the concept of a “rural council” and its suitability or 
otherwise for the future operation of Walgett Shire Council. 
4.Prepare a draft “Fit For the Future” proposal for further review and 
consideration 
5.Continue to liaise with both Bourke and Brewarrina Shire in respect 
of action they are taking with regards local government reform. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/12 

1.That Council supply a suitable number of portable toilets for the 
Lightning Ridge Easter Carnival. 
2.That Council do not provide sponsorship for the Piglet Races event. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 
28.2.14 Referred to 
Corporate Services for 
action 

General Manager 

 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/13 

That Council submit the following motions at the Annual Conference of 
the Western Division Group of Shires; 
1.The use of fire trailers by the RFS in more isolated areas of the state 
to provide a more effective level of fire protection. 
2.The combining the RFS, SES, VRA and Fire and Rescue NSW in 
the Western Division to reduce operating costs and in particular levies 
being placed on local government. 
3.That the level of funds each western division council can identify 
through cost shifting by higher tiers of government be taken into 
account during the “Fit For the Future” process in determining a 
council’s future sustainability. 
4.That Council support the establishment of a Western Freeway. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

General Manager 
23.2.15 Motions submitted 
and carried 

General Manager 

 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/19 

That Council note the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
for 31st December 2014 and adopt the adjustments/changes indicated 
within each fund respectively. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

Adjustments processed by 
Financial Manager 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/20 

That Council request the General Manager to undertake a 
comprehensive cost benefit analysis on the provision of primitive 
camping facilities and the role that  they play in the overall tourism 
strategy for the Shire and also investigate the cost of the electricity 
supply to the facility. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

General Manager to progress 
project 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/22 

That the applicants be granted financial assistance for the 
recommended amount (as detailed below) subject to any conditions 
under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 for the second 
round of 2014/2015. 
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

Letters sent to application 
advising of outcomes. 
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10 February 
2015 

1/2015/23 

1. That Council record its recognition of and support for the event; 
2.That the Mayor or his nominee provide an address to the forum to 
be held in the  RSL Hall. 
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

Event conducted on 19.2.15 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/25 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.Allocate $8,467 from the Walgett Shire Council Local Heritage Fund 
2014-2015 to maintenance works on the Burren Junction School of 
the Arts hall. 
2.Request that the General Manager arrange discussions between 
Council’s Heritage Advisor and any tradespeople involved to ensure 
that work is done to relevant standards. 
3If any other Local Heritage Fund project fails, then the remaining 
amount shall be allocated to the Burren Junction School of the Arts 
hall. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Asset officer notified of 
Council resolution 13.2.15 
& has obtained quotes to 
replace down pipes and 
direct stormwater away 
from the building. 
Appointment of contractor 
immienent.  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/26 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Defer this item to allow for Council staff to prepare a report 
regarding possible funding of 50% of the cost of updating security of 
premises to a pre-determined limit with the upgrade to occur within a 
specific time period. 
2.Council staff also investigate the possibility of requesting business 
owners to repaint premises in heritage colours, with the support of a 
paint company. 
 
Moved: Clr Taylor 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Wendy Azevedo notified of 
resolution via letter dated 
26.2.15. 
 
Town Planner drafting 
request report for March 
2015 Council meeting. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/27 

1.Note Council’s GIS Coordinators report regarding the renaming of 
RR457 Gundabloui Road. 
2.Maintain the name Gundabloui Road for RR457. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

No action required. 
Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
Completed. 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/31 

That Council receive and approves the draft budget as listed for the 
Rural Fire Services fund 2015/2016, however provide for a 3% drop 
each year in respect of VASS charges, based on last year’s figures 
with other charges to remain as is.  
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director Engineering 
Services 

6.3.15 RFS have been 
informed verbally after Feb 
Council Meeting 

Director Engineering Services 

 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/33 

1.That Council endorse the General Manager’s actions in accepting 
the grant funding of $2,485,714.00 offered by the Office of 
Environment and Heritage. 
2.Council shall contribute $414,286 on a basis of a 6:1 ratio for the 
Walgett Levee Refurbishment Program in FY2014-15. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Martinez 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

6.3.15 Awaiting funding 
agreement to be signed by 
both parties 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 
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10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council encourage the removal of car bodies from the area 
behind the BP service station at Lightning Ridge? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Letter sent to landowner on 
11.2.15 requesting the 
removal of 3 car bodies 
within 1 month. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

There is a section of Old Nobby Road in Lightning Ridge that has 
washed away. Can this be investigated? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director Engineering 
Services 

6.3.15 This road belongs to 
Mining Association 

Director Engineering Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Trees in Lightning Ridge are not being watered on a regular basis. 
Can a regular watering system be put in place? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

6.3.15 Regular watering 
system actioned. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Sections of the intersection of Silica and Harlequin Streets in Lightning 
Ridge have worn away. Can this be investigated? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director Engineering 
Services 

6.3.15 Inspections has 
been completed and works 
scheduled. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

When will the Main Street Beautification project start work in Lightning 
Ridge? 
Response 
The General Manager to provide an update. 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
18.3.15 Reported to March 
2015 Meeting 

General Manager  

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council receive an update on the progress of Hudson Pear 
funding? 
Response 
The General Manager to provide an update. 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
18.3.15 Reported to march 
2015 Meeting. 

General Manager  

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council reassess the re-routing of heavy vehicles through 
Lightning Ridge? Can a by-pass be put in place? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director Engineering 
Services 

6.3.15 Lorne Road has 
been discussed in previous 
meetings as an option for 
the by-pass. Investigating 
funding for this project. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the bus parking area out the front of the Lightning Ridge School 
be resealed? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director Engineering 
Services 

6.3.15 Has been scheduled Director Engineering Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can signage be erected in Walgett advising of the location of public 
toilets? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate 
Clr Murray 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

6.3.15 Matter progressing 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the Environmental Health and Building Surveyor undertake an 
inspection of Walgett Gourmet Foods? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate. 
Clr Murray 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Inspection undertaken by 
Snr Environmental Health 
and Building Surveyor on 
17.2.15. Improvement 
notice issued 17.2.15 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 
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10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the sign on the wall of the public toilet block at Collarenebri be 
removed? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 
Clr Martinez 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

6.3.15 Project completed 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the drainage issue at Opal Street, Lightning Ridge be 
investigated? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services advised that the drainage issue 
was resolved last week. 
Clr Martinez 

Director Engineering 
Services 

6.3.15 Inspection is in 
progress 

Director Engineering Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

There are kangaroos getting into the Lightning Ridge Aerodrome 
through the fence. Can this be investigated? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that pilots 
should be contacting Council’s staff contact before landing at the 
aerodrome to allow a “roo run” to take place. 
Clr Martinez 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

6.3.15 Kangaroos are a big 
problem at LR and 
Collarenebri Airport. A 
budget vote is allocated for 
LR airport fencing. Repairs 
to the fence on the western 
side completed. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council investigate damaged road signs across the Shire? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Greenaway 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 Director Engineering Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

How are water usage bills calculated when Council staff cannot 
access water metres? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that if staff 
have difficulty accessing metres they will contact the property owner to 
gain access. 
Clr Cooper 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

Any inaccessible water metes 
are charged on an estimated 
consumption. Council send 
letters to property owners 
asking the to provide access 
for meter reading. 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the weir access issue? 
Response 
The General Manager to provide an update. 
Clr Keir 

General Manager 
18.3.15 Reported to March 
2015 meeting. 

General Manager  

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Keith Hackett from Fire and Rescue Lightning Ridge has been advised 
that there is funding available to update addressing for the opal fields. 
Is this correct? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that there is no 
funding currently available. Council’s GIS Co-ordinator will provide a 
report to Council on the matter. 
Clr Lane 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Report regarding 
addressing on the opal 
fields currently being 
drafted. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/36 

1. That Council accept the quotation submitted by DCL Locksmiths 
and Security for the installation and supply of Councils CCTV system 
in the sum of $6,056.89. 
2.That the Council proceed with an additional two cameras and DVR 
upgrade at an additional cost of $3,703.56. 
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

Contractor engaged to 
undertake project 
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10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/37 

 
That rate assessment 57505 for Lots 6 to 10 Section 22 DP 759036 in 
the name of George Temple, Augustus Fuller Temple & Horace 
Temple be withdrawn from sale of land for unpaid rates scheduled for 
Saturday 28 March 2015. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

Assessment withdrawn from 
sale 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/38 

That the following debtor accounts as detailed be written off. 
(please see minutes for details) 
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

Financial Manager to process 
write offs 



 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEKLY RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT NSW – MARCH 2015 

 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 
 

 
Summary: 

 
 Copies of weekly circulars numbers 4 -10 received from Local Government NSW since the 

December Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  
 

Background: 
 

The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of Councillors: 

 
Issue 4 
 
Item 3: LGNSW Supporting Council’s Fit For Future Proposals 
Item 9: Fit for Future Workshops for February and March 2015 
 
Issue 5 
 
Item 5:NSW Government release Rural Council Template under Fit for Future package 
 
Issue 6 
 
Item 13: Upcoming courses in February & March 2015 
Item 18: RMS Heavy Vehicle Road manager Toolkit 
 
Issue 7 
 
Item 5: Preparing Fit for the Future Proposals 
Item 7: Electronic Voting 
Item 9: Amendments to Foreign Purchases of Agricultural Land Rules 
 
Issue 8 
 
Item 6: Government Communitcations Australia Conference 2015 
Item 9: Final Report from Wambelong Fire Inquiry 
Item 10: Changes to Contaminated Land Management Act 
 
Issue 9 
 
Item 4: Local Government Employment Law Seminar – Registration Open 
Item 6: Liquor Act Review Reforms 
Item 9: Call for 2015-16 Floodplain Management Grants 
Item 14: Managing Stages of Change – Upcoming Course 
Item 15: Public Program for March and April 2015 
Item 18: Development Control Short Course 
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Current Position: 
 

Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any 
matters of interest with the General Manager prior to the Meeting. Staff also have the task of 
following up and lodging application for grant funding where funding for Council projects may 
be available. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and 
keep abreast of Local Government issues occurring at Industry level. 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Legal Issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Not Applicable 

 
Conclusion: 

 
Both Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to consider the contents of the various 
circulars and determine what action, if any, needs to be taken. 

 

Circulars Received from the Local Government NSW  

Recommendation: 
 

That the information contained in the weekly circulars numbers 4 – 10 from the Local 
Government NSW be received and noted. 

 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

73 
 

CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT – MARCH 2015 

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Copies of circular received 15-05 to 15-11 from the Local Government Division Department 
of Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 

 
Background: 

 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of councillors: 
 
Circular 15-05: Responsible Pet Ownership Grants Program – Successful Applicants  
Circular 15-06  Information and privacy Commission – Privacy Governance 
Circular 15-07  Misuse of Council Resources – 2015 State Election  
Circular 15-08  New NSW Online Registry for Court Services save time and money 
Circular 15-09  Changes to land acquisition process for acquiring authorities in NSW 
Circular 15-10  More time to get pools safe before selling or leasing 
Circular 15-11  2015 Ministers’ Awards for Women in Local Government  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 

 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors 
under separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on 
Local Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  

 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
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Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government – March 2015  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 15-04 to 15- 11 from 
the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:    
Seconded:  

 
Attachments: 
 
Circulars 15-04 to 15-11 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR – MARCH 2015 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Monthly calendar of Council activities. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly 
in-house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff 
to plan their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when 
they have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send 
meeting notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is 
received meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar 
and the representative(s) names flagged. 

 
Current Position: 
 
The calendar for the months of March 2015 to May 2015 is attached. Councillors are 
requested to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming 
community or councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

Not applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 

 

Monthly Calendar – March 2015 to May 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period March 2015 to 
May 2015. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
  
Calendar for March to May 2015



 

March  2015 

  

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Sun 1 March    

Mon 2 March    

Tues 3 March  10.00am Auction – CMCC Depot and Plant Coonamble General Manager 

Weds 4 March    

Thurs 5 March 9:00am Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance Meeting - Nyngan 
General Manager & Act. 

Director Urban Infrastructure 
Services 

Fri 6 March    

Sat 7 March    

Sun 8 March    

Mon 9 March    

Tues 10 March    

Weds 11 March    

Thur 12 March    

Fri 13 March 5:30pm Welcome to Community Event – Walgett Sporting Club All Councillors and Directors 

Sat 14 March    

Sun 15 March    

Mon 16 March    

Tues 17 March    

Weds 18 March 5.30pm Grawin Bore Community Meeting Mayor & Council Staff 

Thur 19 March    

Fri 20 March    

Sat 21 March    

Sun 22 March    

Mon 23 March 10.00am CMCC Meeting Walgett 
General Manager, Clrs 

Greenaway & Woodcock 

Tues 24 March 10:00am Council Meeting – Lightning Ridge All Councillors and Directors 

Weds 25 March    

Thur 26 March    

Fri 27 March    

Sat 28 March 10:00am Sale of Land for Unpaid/Overdue Rates – Walgett Council Chambers General Manager 

Sun 29 March    

Mon 30 March    

Tues 31 March    
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April  2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Weds 1 April    

Thurs 2 April 8:00am Special Council Meeting – Council Budget All Directors and Councillors 

Fri 3 April  Good Friday Public Holiday  

Sat 4 April    

Sun 5 April  Easter Sunday  

Mon 6 April  Easter Monday Public Holiday  

Tues 7 April    

Weds 8 April    

Thurs 9 April    

Fri 10 April    

Sat 11 April    

Sun 12 April    

Mon 13 April    

Tues 14 April    

Weds 15 April    

Thurs 16 April    

Fri 17 April 9:00am GMAC Meeting – Dubbo General Manager 

Sat 18 April    

Sun 19 April    

Mon 20 April 10.00am CMCC Meeting – Gilgandra 
General Manager, Clrs 

Greenaway & Woodcock 

Tues 21 April    

Weds 22 April    

Thurs 23 April    

Fri 24 April    

Sat 25 April    

Sun 26 April    

Mon 27 April    

Tues 28 April 10:00am Council Meeting – Collarenebri All Directors and Councillors 

Weds 29 April    

Thurs 30 April    
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May  2015 
 

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Fri 1 May    

Sat 2 May    

Sun 3 May     

Mon 4 May    

Tues 5 May    

Wed 6 May    

Thurs 7 May    

Fri 8 May    

Sat 9 My    

Sun 10 May    

Mon 11 May    

Tues 12 May    

Wed 13 May    

Thurs 14 May    

Fri 15 May    

Sat 16 May    

Sun 17 May    

Mon 18 May    

Tues 19 May    

Wed 20 May    

Thurs 21 May    

Fri 22 May    

Sat 23 May    

Sun 24 May    

Mon 25 May    

Tues 26 May 10.00am Council Meeting – Walgett All Directors and Councillors 

Wed 27 May    

Thurs 28 May    

Fri 29 May    

Sat 30 May    

Mon 31 May    
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2015 DICK COLLESS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   13/27 

 

 
Summary: 
To consider the 2015 Dick Colless Memorial Scholarship Awards.  
 
Background: 
In July 2012 meeting it was resolved to establish a perpetual scholarship to honour the 
memory of the late Councillor Dick Colless. Subsequently, Council adopted guidelines for 
the award of those scholarships which included inviting applications at the commencement 
of each year from   persons entering the second and/or subsequent years of study. 
 
A maximum of four scholarships with a maximum value of $2.500 each be awarded in any 
one year with scholarships to be available only for recognised courses of study being 
undertaken at recognised tertiary institutions and TAFE Colleges. 
 
Scholarships be based on course fees, accommodation requirements and any other special 
requirements for study including residential course attendance expenses. Formal application 
has to be made on the prescribed application form setting out personal details, course of 
study being undertaken, past results and any special circumstances for applying. Applicants 
are to provide written proof of course fees and the like with their application.  
 
Scholarships be only awarded to students who have their principal place of abode within 
Walgett Shire. 
 
When awarding scholarships due consideration be had to the results achieved in the first or 
subsequent years of study.  Where the annual vote of $10,000 is not awarded, it be placed 
in a reserve for future years. 
 
Current Position: 
Applications for the 2015 scholarships were invited and closed on 23 February 2015. Eight 
applications were received and all applications met the required criteria. 
 
A small committee comprising the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Murray and General Manager 
has reviewed the applications received and makes the following recommendations for the 
award of scholarships in 2015: 
 
Elizabeth Friend $1,800 (Bachelor of Pharmacy) 
Georgie Currey $1,800 (Bachelor of Business Marketing) 
Angus Remond  $1,800(Bachelor of Agri Business) 
Phillipa Beckwith $1,800 (Diploma of Children’s Services – Early Childhood Education & 
    Care) 
Arabella Fleming $1,800 (Bachelor of Primary Education) 
Anna Holcombe $250 (Bachelor of Agricultural Science) 
Brook Holland  $250 (Bachelor of Business Management) 
Sky Holland  $250 (Doctor of Physiotherapy) 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
Dick Colless Memorial Scholarship Awards guidelines 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire 
Younger members of the community undertaking formal studies 
 
 
Governance Issues: 
The aim of the guidelines is to provide some rigor around the annual awarding of 
scholarships. 
 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Not applicable 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Council has agreed to provide $10,000 annually from interest earned from investments to 
fund the scholarship concept. 
 
The total amount awarded under the 2015 Dick Colless Memorial Scholarships is $9,750, 
the balance of $250 will be carried forward into the 2015/16 budget and will be allocated 
under the 2016 Dick Colless Memorial Scholarship Awards.  
 
 
Legal Issues: 
Not applicable 
 
 
Alternatives/Options: 
Not applicable 
 
 
Conclusion: 
That Council adopt the recommendations for the award of scholarships in 2015.  It would 
also be appropriate to arrange a presentation ceremony to co-incide with the June/July 
university vacations when it is anticipated that the majority of students will be home. 
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2015 Dick Colless Memorial Scholarship Awards 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the following recommendations for the awarding of the 2014 Dick Colless 
Memorial Scholarships:  
 
Elizabeth Friend $1,800 (Bachelor of Pharmacy) 
Georgie Currey $1,800 (Bachelor of Business Marketing) 
Angus Remond  $1,800(Bachelor of Agri Business) 
Phillip Beckwith  $1,800 (Diploma of Children’s Services – Early Children Education & 
    Care) 
Arabella Fleming  $1,800 (Bachelor of Primary Education) 
Anna Holcombe $250 (Bachelor of Agricultural Science) 
Brook Holland  $250 (Bachelor of Primary Education) 
Sky Holland  $250 (Doctor of Physiotherapy) 
 
and an appropriate presentation ceremony be arranged to co-incide with the June/July 
university vacations 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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AUSTRALIAN OPAL CENTRE – REQUEST FOR SUPPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   11/298 

 

 
Summary: 
To consider a request for support from the Australian Opal Centre 
 
Background: 
On Thursday 12 March, 2015 the Mayor and General Manager met with M/s Rebel Black to 
discuss progress in relation to the Australian Opal Centre project at Lightning Ridge. 
 
Current Position: 
During those discussions, the major barrier to submitting applications for large State and 
Federal capital works grants was identified as the lack of key plans and documentation 
estimated to cost in the order of $150-$200,000 to produce. 
 
In the attached letter date 13 March, 2015, M/s Black indicates that a company has provided 
the Centre with a baseline quote of $20,000 to provide an updated Business Plan and Cost 
Benefit Analysis.   
 
The Centre has only $10,000 available and they are seeking support from Council to provide 
a matching advance of $10,000 repayable within twelve months so that applications can be 
lodged for State and Federal funds by May, 2015. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Australian Opal Centre Letter dated 13 March, 2015 attached 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire 
Australian Opal Centre 
Local resident and ratepayers 
 
Governance issues: 
Appropriate documentation would need to be in place with regards repayment of the 
advance by May, 2016. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nothing identified at this stage. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The advance could be drawn from Council’s Economic Development Reserve should 
Council wish to lend the support requested. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not approve the request 
Identify an alternative source of funding 
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Conclusion: 
Council is always looking to encourage economic development within the Shire.  The 
Australian Opal Centre is a project that would have a tremendous impact on not only 
Lightning Ridge but the whole of the Shire.   
 
It would be appropriate for Council to give serious consideration to the request. 
 

Australian Opal Centre – Request for support 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council consider the request from the Australian Opal Centre for an advance of 
$10,000 repayable within 12 months of the advance being made with the amount advanced 
being drawn against Council’s Economic Development Reserve. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments: 
Australian Opal Centre letter dated 13 March, 2015. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM UPDATE 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   11/298 

 

 
Summary: 
To further consider the local government reform “fit for the future” concept and consider 
Council’s position and the preparation of appropriate submissions in response. 
  
Background: 

 
Vide Council Resolution 1/2015/11  

 
Council Resolved: 
 
That Council 
 
1. Continue to evaluate the concept of a Far West initiative with fellow Western Division 

Councils and play an action role in the further development of the concept 
2. Maintain its involvement with the Outback Shires Alliance and press for an expanded 

role for the Alliance in the Local Government Reform process. 
3. Evaluate the concept of a ‘rural council’ and its suitability or otherwise for the future 

operation of Walgett Shire Council 
4. Prepared a draft ‘Fit for the Future’ proposal for further review and consideration 
5. Continue to liaise with both Bourke and Brewarrina Shire in respect of action they are 

taking with regards local government reform.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Current Position: 
At the recent Western Division Group of Shires Annual Conference the following resolutions 
were passed: 
 

Motion 20/15 Western Division development of local government models 

 
MOTION: That this Western Division Group of Councils form a General Managers’ 
Advisory Committee (GMAC) comprising the General Managers of all member 
Councils to devise a model(s) of Local Government based around the existing 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Legislation, and in particular the Community 
Strategic Planning concept, with a view to identifying and establishing place based 
solutions supporting the ongoing sustainability of Western Division Communities linked 
to specific State and Federal Agency program with a particular emphasis on 
addressing the following points: 

1.  That Local Governments within the Western Division remain as autonomous stand alone 

Councils 

2.  Cost shifting of services onto local government 

3.  Elimination of service duplication/overlap and realignment of any savings 

achieved locally 
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4.  Filling of service gaps 

5.  Establishing innovative economic development projects and concepts 

6.  Establishing regional/sub-regional committees to define and co-

ordinate a.  Roles and responsibilities of such committees 

b.  Strategic planning 

c.   Major infrastructure projects 

d.  Adequate grant funding commitments for an extended period of at least five (5) 

years 

e.  Establishing co-ordinated service delivery 

f.   Government agency and indigenous representation g.  

Advocacy for Western Council initiatives 

h.  Ensuring there are no forced amalgamations of local government 

i. Such other issues as may be identified as part of the ongoing local 

government reform process 
 

Moved Walgett/ seconded Cobar                                                   Carried unanimously   
 

FORMATION OF A FAR WESTERN JOINT ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS 
 
Motion: That this Western Division Group of Councils investigate the formation of a 
Western Joint Organisation of Councils and that the current group executive, with power 
to co-opt, be authorised to develop a draft proposal for distribution to member Councils for 
further input, comment and consideration, with a view to adopting an agreed model at the 
Mid-Term meeting of the group to be held on 1 June, 2015 at Cobar. 
 
Moved Walgett/ Seconded Cobar                                                              Carried   
 

Motion 22/15 Fit for the Future Assessment Panel 
 
Motion: That Western Division writes to the Minister for Local Government requesting that: 
1.  That the Fit For the Future assessment panel be comprised of a majority of people with 

extensive experience as elected members and senior local Government Management 

Level. 
 
2.  That the Minister release criteria for panel members immediately and seek expressions 

of interest from the Local Government industry. 
 

3.  That the Panel meets with each council prior to making a determination as to whether a 

Council is Fit for the Future. 
 
Moved Walgett, Seconded Bourke                                          Carried unanimously   
 
23/15 FUNDING 

 
Motion: That Western Division makes an application for funding to the FFF Innovation 
fund when the guidelines are available. 
 
 

These resolutions have attempted to set out a clear direction for the far western councils  
to follow and the first meeting with the eight far west general managers will be held shortly. 
 
The Office of Local Government is also organising a teleconference with the general  
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managers which has been tentatively set down for Thursday 26 March, 2015. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
ILGRP discussion paper “Final Report of the NSW Independent Local Government Review 
Panel” 
ILGRP discussion paper “Strengthening Far West  Communities – A Pathway for Change” 
Supporting ILGRP Volumes 1-3. 
DCP “Far West Initiative” presentation – February, 2015 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire community, Councillors and staff 
Western Division Group of Shires 
State Agencies  
 
 
Governance issues: 
Various governance issues are discussed broadly in the body of the reports.  However, as 
raised previously, much reliance is placed on anticipated population declines over the next 
twenty five years.  No consideration has been given at this stage to likely falls in property 
valuations and their resultant impact on Council’s financial viability or the wider business 
community 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
The reports focus on the future of local government in NSW and what the position is likely to 
be in twenty five years time based on current trends.  Little comment, if any, is made on the 
impact the changes being identified would have on the environmental sustainability of the 
broader community if they went ahead. 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
Yet to be determined but will be impacted by any decision taken. 
 
 
Legal Issues: 
Discussed in the ILGR Panel’s discussion documents – some proposals would need  
legislative change. 
 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Do nothing 
Support the ILGRP recommendations 
Work with the far western division councils to devise alternate model(s) as per the 
resolutions passed at the recent Western Division Group meeting. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
As discussed previously, Council is in a position to play a proactive role in the local 
government reform process going forward. To fail to take appropriate action would squander 
a valuable opportunity to have some direct input and/or influence into the State 
Government’s determinations following receipt of the Panel’s and Taskforce’s final reports 
and recommendations and subsequent proposals including the “Fit for the Future” package 
of initiatives. 
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The resolutions passed at the recent western division meeting open up the way for this to 
happen. 

“Fit for the Future Concept – Consideration of Council’s Position and Submission 
Preparation 

 
Recommendation: 
 
6. That Council endorse the recommendations passed at the Western Division group 

meeting on 23/24 February, 2015 in relation to Local Government Reform as it 
affects Western Division Councils. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
Documentation circulated under separate cover. 
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GRANT FUNDING PROGRESS 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   11/298 

 

 
 
A report in respect of Grant Funding for 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 will be tabled as a 
supplementary report. 
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REGONITION OF SERVICE – 3 COUNCIL EMPLOYEES GARRY 
MOLLOY, WAYNE HOLDEN & GORDON RICHARDS 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   EF: 1053, EF:1297 & EF:1525 

 

 
Summary: 
Council recognise the efforts of three Council employees Garry Molloy, Wayne Holden & 

Gordon Richards for their years of service to Walgett Shire Council. 

 

Background: 
GARRY MOLLOY: - 25 Years   
Mr Garry Molloy commenced his service with Council on 29th January, 1990 as a Works 

Foreman and retired as Walgett Team Leader Parks & Garden on 20th March 2015.  

 

WAYNE HOLDEN: – 18 Years  

Mr Wayne Holden commenced his service with Council on 27th May 1996 as a Semi-Skilled 

Worker and retired as Lightning Ridge Team Leader on 8th March 2015.  

 

GORDON RICHARDS: – 17 Years 

Mr Gordon Richards commenced with Council on 25th February 1997 as a Grader Operator 

and retired as Team Leader – Plant Operator on 19th December 2014. 

 

Current Position: 
GARRY MOLLOY 
Council has received many letters and commendations from Community Organisations over 

the past 25 years regarding Garry’s dedication to his duties and the pride he takes in his 

work around the town including the Walgett Airport. Garry was also the Walgett Airport 

Reporting Officer. 

 

There have been countless hours of unpaid overtime during his employment, particularly in 

times of emergencies. On countless occasions during the night Garry was required to attend 

the Walgett airport to do a roo run on the airstrip for the Royal Flying Doctors Service.   

 

Over the years his hard work at the Showground/Racecourse for the annual Walgett Show 

has been an absolute credit to him and he should be very proud of his efforts. 

 

He has been a mentor to his staff and over the years and has provided ongoing advice to 

Senior Managers, former Shire Clerks/General Managers & Engineers.  

 

WAYNE HOLDEN 

In the past 19 years that Wayne has been employed with Council he has always applied 

himself to his daily duties and been a valued member of the team at Lightning Ridge. Wayne 

was also the Lightning Ridge Airport Reporting Officer. 
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There have been countless hours of unpaid overtime during his employment, particularly in 

times of emergencies. On countless occasions during the night Wayne was required to 

attend the Walgett airport to do a roo run on the airstrip for the Royal Flying Doctors Service.   

 

In 2001 Wayne was officially appointed Team Leader in Lightning Ridge and his professional 

approach to his work has been nothing but exceptional. 

 

He has been a mentor to his staff over the years and has provided ingoing advice to Senior 

Managers, former Shire Clerks/General Managers & Engineers. 

 

GORDON RICHARDS 

Over the past 18 years Gordon has been employed as a Grader operator with Council and 

has always taken pride in his work which included his attention to detail. His attitude towards 

his work and the way he expected his work to be completed was always aimed at nothing 

less than 100%. 

 

After many years of operating a grader and working in a team environment he has had the 

opportunity to pass his skills and knowledge onto other Council employees within the Rural 

Infrastructure Services Department. 

 

Gordon has been a mentor within his work crews, other Council employees and always 

displayed professionalism in the way he conducted himself and applied this to his daily 

operational work ethics. 

 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 

Council’s Employee records. 

 

Stakeholders: 

Council 

The Walgett & Lightning Ridge Communities 

Council staff 

 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
None identified 

 

Financial Implications: 

A small gift and certificate of service preparation for each employee will be charged against 

Council’s applicable existing budget allocations. 

 

Legal Issues: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Do Nothing. 
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Conclusion: 
Walgett Shire Council wish the above three employees all the very best in their retirement 

and thank them for all their dedication and hard work whilst been employed. 

 

Arrangements are being made to make a presentation to the three employees at the March 

2015 Meeting in order that Council gives recognition to the above three employees for their 

years of service including the commitment they have given to their Communities whilst being 

employed by Walgett Shire Council. 

 

Recognition of Service on Retirement – Mr Garry Molloy, Mr Wayne Holden & Mr 

Gordon Richards 

Recommendation: 

 

1.    That Council endorse arrangements made to make a presentation to three employees at 

 the march 2015 meeting in order that Council gives recognition to these three 

 employees for their years of service including the commitment they have given to their 

 communities whilst being employed by Walgett Shire Council.  

 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

 
Attachments: 

Nil 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
FROM GENERAL MANAGER – FEBRUARY 2015 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 

FILE NUMBER:   11/298 
 

 

 
Summary: 
The following matters are for brief mention or information only. 
 
1. Lightning Ridge Arts and Crafts Inc. – Loan of Art Works. 
A request from the Lightning Ridge Arts and Crafts Inc made by M/s Helen Buchanan to  
have a loan of the art works hanging in the Walgett administration building for a two week 
period during the Lightning Ridge Easter Festival has been approved.  
 
The art works have been fully catalogued including a photographic record and will be 
covered by insurance. 
 
2. Walgett Weir Update 
Council has now received confirmation that the Deed of Agreement for the raising of the 
Walgett Weir project as part of Restart NSW has been executed by the NSW Treasurer.  
See letter dated 5 March, 2015 attached.   
 
Work on the preliminary investigations and design can now commence immediately.   
 
3. Hudson pear update 
The Hudson pear Strategic/Risk Analysis Report will be presented to the next meeting of the 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council and makes nineteen separate recommendations. 
 
One of those recommendations is for the re-activation of the Hudson pear TaskForce under 
an independent chairman and Mr Geoff Wise (Ex Western Lands Commissioner) has 
accepted this role. 
 
It is envisaged that the Taskforce will oversight the co-ordinated efforts of various agencies 
involved with control measures for Hudson pear and a comprehensive mapping exercise will 
clearly demonstrate the spread of the infestation, which areas have been treated and the 
effectiveness or otherwise of those control measures. 
 
4. Main Street Beautification Projects 
As previously advised, main street beautification projects are being carried out in the 
following order – Collarenebri, Walgett and then Lightning Ridge. Reports elsewhere on this 
agenda deal with items concerning the approach to be taken at Collarenebri and Walgett 
with some changes being recommended in relation to the limited funding we currently have 
available. 
 
A preliminary consultative meeting has been held at Lightning Ridge and further planning will 
be undertaken when staff resources are available. 
 
5. Revised Budget Timetable 
Owing to other staff commitments, the preliminary planning sessions leading to the 
preparation of the draft budget for 2015/16 are running behind schedule.  This will mean that 
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the draft budget will now be put before the April Ordinary Council meeting rather than a 
special meeting prior to Easter. 
 
It is still planned to have Councillors have a preplanning session to consider various capital 
works items.  Comprehensive road works programmes for the next four years are listed for 
consideration elsewhere in the agenda for this meeting. 
 
6. PCYC Progress 
The latest advise on the PCYC project is that the two sworn officers have now been selected 
and should take up duties hopefully in May. 

 
A house has been purchased and renovated to be relocated on site to be used as 
the office block in lieu of the original demountable plan. 

 
The house should be onsite during the last week of March/early April ahead of the 
arrival of the two police officers. 
 
It is hoped to have a new executive principal on site for the start of second term. 
 
7. Grawin Bore Project 
Meetings were held with the local communities at Grawin and Glengarry on Wednesday 
evening 18 March 2015 to discuss the Grawin bore Project.  
There was almost unanimous support for progressing with the project and funding any short 
fall by an increase levy on rates from 1 July 2016. A detailed report is being prepared for the 
April 2015 meeting. 

 
 
Conclusion: 
 
It there are no other queries that the above matters should be received and noted. 
 

Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only. 

 
Recommendation: 
That the following maters listed for brief mention or information only 
  Lightning Ridge Arts and Crafts Inc – Loan of Art Works 
  Walgett Weir Update 
  Hudson pear Update 
  Main Street Beautification Project 
  Revised Budget Timetable 
  PCYC Progress 
be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments: 
Letter dated 5 March from NSW Treasurer 
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14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

1. CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460-03 

 

  
Summary: 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as 
at 28 February 2015. 
 
 
Background: 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth 
Bank and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the 
account at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
 
Current Position: 
As at 28 February 2015 the operational bank account’s balance was $677,031.66. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

 
 
No Term Deposit were recalled. 
No new Term Deposits were made. 
2 transfers were made from the BOS account to the value of $500,000.00.  
1 transfer was made to the BOS account to the value of $650,000.00. 
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As at 28 February 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$15,750,000.00. The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits       $15,750,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $                0.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market values at 
31 January 2015 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. The CDO’s are at a N/A value. Legal 
proceedings against Lehman Brothers are in progress to reclaim a portion of the value 
invested. 
 
Business Online Saver Account Balance   $3,365,187.59 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
09/1772-02/30  February 2015 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0015 Investments Report to Council 2014/2015 
 
 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
 
Conclusion: 
As at 28 February 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$19,819,625.87 represented by: 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance    $    704,438.28 
Investments       $15,750,000.00 
BOS Account       $  3,365,187.59 
  

CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
7. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 28 February 2015 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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COUNCIL CHAMBER HONOUR BOARDS 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson - Administrative Services Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Summary: 
Council records were researched to identify former councillors and staff of Walgett Shire 
Council since 1999. 
 
The purpose of this report is to bring the revised list to council for review and endorsement 
for the project to proceed. 
 
 
Background: 
The honour boards in the council chambers list councillors and staff who have served on 
council since the temporary council was formed on 13 June 1906. The boards were last 
updated in 1999. Council records were researched and the results reported to the December 
council meeting. Following the February meeting a further review was undertaken with 
councillors. 
 
 
Current Position: 
The attached list incorporates amendments from the February review by staff and councillors 
and is presented for a final review and approval by council to proceed, subject to any further 
amendments. When the list has been confirmed arrangements will be made to have the 
Honour Boards updated. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council Files and minutes. 
 
 
Governance issues: 
It is essential that the details of those inscribed on the board are accurate and that there are 
no omissions. 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this matter. 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and senior staff, both past and present. 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
An estimated cost for updating the boards is yet to be determined. The project will be funded 
from the current budget. 
 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable 
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Conclusion: 
Following councils direction for the honour boards to be updated, council records were 
researched to identify former councillors and staff. The purpose of this report is to bring the 
revised list to council for review and endorsement for the project to proceed. 
 

Council Chambers Honour Boards 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council review the attached list of councillors and senior staff for accuracy and 
 omission and that it be endorsed subject to any further amendments. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Spreadsheet of information collated for honour board update. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

COLLARENEBRI SWIMMING POOL – CONDITION ISSUES 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services  

AUTHOR:    Bronte Kerr – Senior Administration Officer  

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Summary: 
The current condition of the Collarenebri pool raises concerns for users of the facility and it is  
believed that unless remedial action is taken, the pool will not be able to open for the 2015 / 
2016 season. The report informs council of the issues associated with the condition of the 
pool and that it is proposed to engage a pool expert to provide a condition assessment 
report and suggested remedial action for consideration in the draft 2015 /2016 budget. 
 
 
Background: 
In August 2011 Perfect Seal Australia Pty Ltd entered into a contract with Council for the 
resurfacing of the Collarenebri pool. The works involved the removal of the degraded 
fibreglass lining, installing a new fibreglass lining and painting of the surface. The contract 
price for the work was $55,000 inc GST. Prior to the start of the 2014 / 2015 season, the 
pool manager reported that there were increasing issues with the integrity of the fibreglass 
lining and paint flaking off. Some interim work was done by the pool manager to remove 
flaking paint; however the incidence of this has increased over the last few months with 
some complaints from the public received.   
 
 
Current Position:  
The current condition of the Collarenebri pool is of concern and it is believed that the pool 
will not be able to open for the 2015 / 2016 season unless remedial work is carried out. It is 
evident that the paint is continuing to flake off the base and side walls and as a 
consequence the fiberglass is now exposed in a number of areas across the pool surface 
(refer to attached photographs).  
 
Concerns have been raised by the pool manager and the public regarding the risk of injury 
from exposed fibreglass surfaces and potential for ingestion of spicules of fiberglass. 
Investigations by council staff determined that there were no identified health risks with the 
effect being mainly discomfort from particles in hair and the skin. Discussions with the pool 
manager included the possibility of closing the pool however given the extreme heat 
conditions and the desirability of children not using the river as an alternative, it was decided 
to leave the pool open and monitor the situation. The pool manager advised that there have 
been no further complaints from users with  the number of people utilising the facility 
declining. Also as the swimming lessons are over for the season, he believes the pool will be 
ok to continue operating until the end of season (1st April 15). At this stage, it appears the 
situation has stabilised and we will just continue to monitor for any changes. 
 
 Inspections have identified the need for repairs to the fibreglass and for the surface to be 
repainted to ensure health and safety standards are met and to provide a well maintained 
facility for the community of Collarenebri.  
 
The matter has been discussed with the Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services and it 
was agreed that whilst remedial work to the painting will be required before the 
commencement of the next swimming season, it is believed that a condition assessment of 
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the pool should be undertaken by a suitably qualified pool expert to determine if additional 
work to the fibreglass lining or other work is also required. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2014 / 2015 Budget 
2015 / 2016 Draft Budget 
 
 
Governance issues: 
The Council is required to ensure that the facility is safe to use and in this regard must 
comply with legislative and insurance related requirements.  
 
 
Environmental issues: 
Whilst there would appear to be no direct health considerations resulting from the flaking of 
paint and fibreglass particles into the water, parents have reported these particles becoming 
lodged in children’s hair.  
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Collarenebri Community 
Walgett Shire Council   
 
 
Financial Implications: 
The estimated cost for an assessment report is in the order of $8,000 to $10,000 which 
would be funded from current maintenance budgets. When an estimated cost for remedial 
works is known, a budget allocation in the 2015 / 2016 budget will be required to undertake 
the work. 
 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
This matter requires further investigation and costing before any alternative options could be 
considered. 
 
Conclusion: 
Remedial work will be required on the Collarenebri pool before the commencement of the 
2015 / 2016 season. The report informs council of the issues associated with the condition of 
the pool and that it is proposed to engage a pool expert to provide a condition assessment 
report and suggested remedial action. 
 
 

Cosmetic Restoration of the Collarenebri Swimming Pool  

 
Recommendation: That the report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments:  
Photographs of the Collarenebri Swimming pool 
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Photographs of the Collarenebri Swimming Pool taken 22/01/2015 

 
Pool Surface 
 

 
Side Walls  
 

 
Fiberglass patches  
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WALGETT LITTLE ATHLETICS LONG JUMP PIT – NO.1 OVAL 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services  

AUTHOR:    Bronte Kerr – Senior Administration Officer  

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Summary: 
Little A’s have met with council officers regarding issues associated with the current long 
jump pit not meeting training or competition standards. A design that complies with the 
relevant standards has been developed and agreed with the club. The report recommends 
that Council consider making provision of $35,000 offset by grant income of $17,500 in the 
2015-2016 Draft Budget for the construction of a new long jump pit at the Walgett Sports 
Oval 1.  
 
 
Background: 
Walgett Shire Council is the Trust Manager for the Crown Reserve D520097 comprising the 
Walgett Sporting Ovals. In 2009 it was recommended that $5000 be allocated for 
construction of a new long jump pit however no funds were provided in the budget. A further 
report by the Assets Officer in 2012 recommended that an amount of $12,000 be provided in 
the 2012 / 2013 budget however no funding was provided for this project.  
 
The current long jump pit is located inside the oval fence near the sideline of the football 
oval. Little A’s pay an annual Temporary Licence Fee to Council to be able to use the 
Walgett Sports Oval No 1 as required by the Department of Lands. 
 
 
Current Position: 
Walgett Little Athletics Club (Little A’s) provides an avenue for young people to participate in 
the sport of athletics and is the only athletics club in the Walgett Shire. The Athletics Club 
meets weekly on Thursdays for training for two school terms every year.  There are 
approximately 100 children that participate in the Athletics club. The local schools also utilise 
the long jump pit for athletics carnivals held annually 
 
Little A’s have again approached Council regarding issues associated with current the long 
jump pit not meeting training or competition standards. In particular the club is not able to 
host zone meets and must travel to other centres for this level of competition. They have 
requested that Council consider providing funding in the 2015 / 2016 budget for the 
construction of a new long jump pit. They have indicated that they will seek funding from 
local schools and Little Athletics New South Wales. A grant application has been submitted 
by Little A’s under the ‘Holden Home Ground Advantage’ program ( closed 28th February ) 
for $17,500 however funding from council will also be required if the project is to come to 
fruition. The total cost of the project is estimated at $27,000 to $35,000  
    
A new long jump pit would require a concrete runway with a rubber surface of 55 metres in 
length and a landing pit at either end of the runway. This is required to accommodate the 
numbers who participate in competition. The proposed design is in accordance with the 
specified LANSW Rules of Competition and has been approved at a meeting of council staff 
and members of the Little A’s committee. 
 
It is proposed that council make provision in the budget for a total project cost of $35,000 
with a grant contribution of $17,500. In the event that the current grant is unsuccessful other 
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grant / funding options could be investigated to achieve the project before the close of the 
2015/ 2016 financial year. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council Asset Officer’s report 2012  
Land and Property Management Authority Trust Handbook 
Temporary Licence Agreement 
Design and letter from Little A’s 
 
 
Governance issues: 
Council provides facilities and infrastructure to support a range of community organisations 
across the shire.  
This project aligns with Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2012-2022  
 
C.1.2 – “increased participation in administering and supporting recreational and cultural 
activities, particularly those that cater for the younger and older members of the community”. 
 
C 1.8 – “enhanced health and social outcomes “ 
 
C 1.10 “A community with access to an appropriate range of cultural, sporting and 
recreational activities”. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
There are no identified environmental Issues in relation to this matter. 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Little Athletics Club 
Walgett Shire Council 
Land and Property Management Authority 
Residents of Walgett 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
The estimated cost for the project is in the order of $27,000-$35,000. The report 
recommends that an allocation of $35,000 be made in the Draft 2015 / 2016 Budget to be 
offset by grant income of $17,500. 
 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
That the council not support the project. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
The need for a long jump pit that complies with the relevant standards has been identified as 
far back as 2009. The Walgett Little A’s have requested that council again consider 
supporting the project with funding in the 2015 / 2016 draft budget. The report recommends 
that funding of $35,000 offset by grant income of $17,500 be considered in the draft 2015 / 
2016 Budget. 
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Walgett Sports Oval No.1 Crown Reserve D520097 

 
Recommendation:  
 
1. That Council consider an allocation of $35,000 offset by grant income of $17,500 for 
 the construction of a long jump pit in the draft 2015/2016 budget. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
Statement from Walgett Little Athletics in support of the design 
Proposed design  
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ATTACHMENT ONE – Statement from Walgett Little Athletics in support of Design 
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ATTACHMENT TWO – Proposed Design 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES – 
FEBRUARY 2015 

 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Change of Name for North West Slopes and Plains Cooperative Library Service 
 
The  NWSPCLS Committee considered a name change from the existing North West Slopes 
and Plains Cooperative Library Service at its meeting held in Moree on Wednesday 17th 
December 2014.  
It was subsequently resolved to change the name of the Regional Library service from 
“North West Slopes and Plains Cooperative Library Service” to “Big Sky Libraries” which will 
identify the library as a regional service in conjunction with the recognition of each member 
council’s identity. It also better provides for the expansion of the library service regardless of 
location, for example if Bourke Shire was to join. 
 
The decision of the committee was to be conveyed to each member council with a request 
that they each formally endorse the change of name. Both Moree and Brewarrina have 
endorsed the name change and it is recommended that council also resolve to endorse the 
change of the regional library service name to ‘Big Sky Libraries’. 
 
A letter from Regional Co-operative Library Manager Mrs Sally Walters is attached 
 
Regional Library Branding 
 
At its meeting in Walgett on Wednesday 18 March, the Committee considered logo designs 
for the re-branding of the library service to ‘Big Sky Libraries’. The attached version was 
endorsed by the committee as the logo for Big Sky Libraries. 
 
Regional Library Budget 
The Regional Library Committee held its quarterly meeting in Walgett on Wednesday 18 
March. The committee considered the draft budget which provides for an increase in council 
contributions of 5% for 2015 / 2016. For Walgett this is an increase of $6,692 to $140,540 for 
the next financial year. The proposed increase is considered reasonable given that there has 
been no increase in member council contributions since 2012 / 2013. The budget maintains 
new book purchases at $200,000 pa. In addition to the total recurrent income of $467,848, 
an amount of $131,985 will be funded from the reserve resulting in an estimated reserve 
balance of $235,265 at 30 June 2016. 
 
The committee resolved to endorse the draft budget and that it be submitted to the member 
councils for their endorsement. 
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Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only – From Director Corporate 
Services 

Recommendation:   
 
1. That Council endorse the change of name of the Regional Library Service to ‘Big Sky    
 Libraries’ 
2.  That Council note the ‘Big Sky Libraries’ Logo endorse by the Committee 
3.   That Council endorse the Draft Regional Library 2015/2016 Budget as submitted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
 
Attachments:  
Letter from Mrs Sally Walters (Library Co-operative Manager) 
Big Sky Libraries Logo 
Regional Library Draft Budget 2015/2016 
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14.3 DIRECTOR PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES 
 

1. AMENDMENT TO THE SPELLING OF SHIRE ROAD 26 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    James Abel – Geographic Information Systems Coordinator 

FILE NUMBER:   14/267/0003 

 

  
Summary: 
Council has received correspondence regarding the spelling of Shire Road (SR) 26 which is 
gazetted as “Hardies Lease Road”.  The spelling of this name appears incorrect and the 
correct spelling should be “Hardys Lease Road”.  It is recommended that Council conduct 
public consultation regarding the spelling of this name and approach the Geographical 
Names Board (GNB) of New South Wales to request that the spelling be amended. 
 
 
Background: 
On the 13th February 2009, Shire Road 26 was officially gazetted as “Hardies Lease Road” 
as part of the implementation of Walgett Shire Council’s rural addressing program.  The 
name was derived from existing Council records and signage that was in place at the time.  
The name being spelt as “Hardies Lease Road” was subjected to public consultation prior to 
its gazettal.  There was no correspondence received during the consultation period to 
suggest that this spelling was incorrect. 

As a result, the name “Hardies Lease Road” was considered to be compliant with the 
Australian and New Zealand Standard AS/NZS 4819 Geographic information – Rural and 
urban addressing and Council endorsed and formalised this name for SR26 via gazettal. 

The signage that was in place at the time also spelt SR26 as “Hardies Lease Road” so no 
changes or additional signage were required on the road site, post gazettal. 

 
 
Current position: 
Council received a letter dated 13th November 2014 from Mr Brian Hanigan from the 
property “Benah” (Attachment A).  Mr Hanigan’s property is located on SR26.  In the letter, 
Mr Hanigan indicated that the signage for SR26 was currently missing and he was 
requesting that it be replaced.  He also stated that he was of the opinion that the spelling 
was incorrect on the signage that had formally been in place. 
 
Mr Hanigan indicated that the original signage that had identified the road when he became 
a resident of the road in 1987 was spelt as “Hardys Lease Road” but it had been changed or 
replaced some years later with the different spelling of “Hardies Lease Road”. 
 
His letter informed Council that he had conducted some research and found that the road 
had originally been named after the late Ernest Hardy who leased land in the vicinity of 
SR26. 
 
A letter of response to Mr Hanigan’s initial correspondence and a request for supporting 
documentation was prepared by Council and forwarded to him on Thursday 12th February 
2015 (Attachment B). 
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Mr Hanigan was also contacted by Council’s Geographic Information Systems Coordinator, 
James Abel on Thursday 12th February 2015, to discuss the apparent incorrect spelling.  As 
a result of this conversation and response letter, an email was received from Mrs Kerry 
Hanigan on Wednesday 18th February 2015 (Attachment C) providing the following 
additional documentation displaying the spelling of SR26 as “Hardys Lease Road” to support 
the request to have the spelling amended. 
 

 A scanned section of a Topographic Survey Map Sheet 8636 Edition 1 – AAs Printed 
by the Royal Australian Survey Corps in 1973. 

 A scanned section of a map from the NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service from the 
NSW Government Office of Environment & Heritage. 

 A picture of a roadside sign on the Hardys Lease Road. 
 
In addition, Council also received an email on 19th February 2015 from another resident of 
SR26, Mr Ted Borowski, requesting that the spelling be rectified to “Hardys”, not “Hardies” 
Lease Road (Attachment D). 
 
With two of the three residents of this road advocating that the correct spelling for SR26 is 
“Hardys Lease Road”, it appears that there is a very high likelihood that the gazetted spelling 
of “Hardies Lease Road” is incorrect.  This is potentially the result of a transcription error 
when signage has been updated or replaced on the road, sometime after 1987.  This error 
has then had a flow on effect to related records, maps etc. 
 
If Council chose to facilitate the request for an amendment to the spelling of name for SR26, 
the following processes would need to be followed as outlined within the NSW GNB - NSW 
Addressing User Manual – October 2014 and as per the “Roads Regulation 2008”.  The 
NSW Addressing User Manual is a comprehensive guide which has been assembled to 
assist with all aspects of addressing including the naming and renaming of roads. 
 

1) Public Consultation – Council would be required to extensively advertise its intent 
to change the spelling of the road name for SR26 and request submissions for any 
alternate spelling from the general public (This would require advertising in local 
newspapers including those published in Coonamble as well as displaying the 
advertisement in prominent locations in Pilliga to ensure that all residents in the area 
have exposure to the proposed amendment). 

2) Affected residence consultation – Chapter 7.1.3 of the NSW Addressing User 
Manual outlines that Council would need to: 

“consult with the immediate community who directly utilise the road names 
assigned to sites affected by a name change or addition.  This includes, but is 
not limited to residents, ratepayers and businesses”. 

Those affected would need to be notified in writing of Council’s intentions and 
allowed 15 business days to provide feedback regarding the proposal. 

3) Endorse selected name – At the completion of the consultation periods, Council 
would need to endorse the amended spelling if it is found to be valid in preparedness 
for submission to the Geographical Names Board of NSW for approval. 

4) Submit proposed name to the Geographical Names Board of NSW – The 
proposed name would need to be submitted to the GNB to enable them verify/check 
for conformity with AS/NZS 4819:2011 and for their approval. 

5) Notify intent to amend road name – Once conformity is established, as per the 
“Roads Regulation Act 2008”, Council as the road naming Authority must then; 

 Publish notice of its proposal in a local newspaper 

 Serve notice of its proposal on the prescribed authorities listed in Regulation 
7.1 of the act.  The list of prescribed authorities includes; 

i. Australia Post 
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ii. Registrar-General 
iii. Surveyor-General 
iv. Chief Executive of the Ambulance Service of NSW 
v. Fire and Rescue NSW 
vi. NSW Rural Fire Service 
vii. NSW Police Service 
viii. State Emergency Service 
ix. New South Wales Volunteer Rescue Association Incorporated 

Prescribed authorities need to be given time (15 business days) to comment on any 
proposed name prior to gazettal. 

6) Submit amended name for gazettal – Council would be required to; 

 Publish notice of the amended name in the NSW Government gazette. 

 Advertise the amendment extensively in local newspapers. 

 Notify affected residents of the road name change and their change of 
address if applicable. 

 Notify prescribed authorities listed in Regulation 7.1 of the “Roads Regulation 
Act 2008” of the finalised amended name and subsequent gazettal. 

7) Update signage – Council would need to update/replace any existing road signage 
with new signage displaying the amended name. 

8) Update corporate records – Council would be required to apply updates to all 
records pertaining to SR26 within Council’s corporate database, “Authority” including 
addressing and parcel location records. 

9) Update Council’s Geographic Information System – Council would need to apply 
updates to all records pertaining to SR26 within Council’s Geographical Information 
System (GIS), including addressing and all road related data and mapping. 

 
It is anticipated that the Geographic Names Board would support any request for 
amendment that Council submitted because it would only be an amendment to the spelling 
and not a complete change of name. 
 
The GNB are not usually accommodating to road name change after gazettal as it also has 
repercussions for their records and mapping and more importantly, the NSW 
Comprehensive Property Address System (CPAS). 
 
“Chapter 6 – Addressing Principles, Section 6.7.9 - Amending Road Names” in the manual 
states; 
 

“Road names are intended to be enduring, and the renaming of roads is discouraged 
unless there are compelling reasons for a change.  Issues that can prompt renaming 
include the redesign of a road, changed traffic flow, mail or service delivery problems, 
duplication issues and addressing problems”. 

 
Whilst this amendment does not fit any of these criteria, it is envisaged that the GNB will 
appreciate the historical significance of the correct spelling to local residents and be 
sympathetic to the reasoning why the name may have been gazetted incorrectly in the first 
instance. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
AS/NZS 4819:2003 Australian/New Zealand Standard – Rural and urban addressing 
NSW Addressing User Manual – October 2014 
Roads Regulation Act 2008 
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Governance issues: 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s 
charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social 
justice principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
None 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
The public, residents of SR26, Walgett Shire Council, Emergency Services, Service 
Providers 
 
 
Financial implications: 
None 
 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
1. Not do anything.  This has not been recommended because it is likely that Council, as 
custodians of the road, may have potentially been the source of the incorrect spelling as 
“Hardies Lease Road” being gazetted.  Also the spelling as “Hardys Lease” appears to have 
historical significance to members of the community in the area and Council should support 
its community members request to have the error rectified by facilitating the amendment. 
 
2. Change the spelling of SR26 without the support of the GNB or without notifying them of 
any amendment.  This would include the installation of replacement signage showing the 
amended spelling.  This option has not been recommended as it is envisaged that the GNB 
would continue to use the current gazetted spelling of “Hardies Lease Road” for all 
interaction with principle authorities, including emergency services, regarding this road.  This 
would have the potential to create confusion which could prove life-threatening in a worst 
case scenario, for example in an emergency when an ambulance is unable to locate a 
patient. 
 
3. Submit the request for amendment to the GNB without conducting public consultation.  
This option has not been recommended because there may be members of the public who 
believe that the current spelling as “Hardies Lease Road” is correct, and there is evidence 
provided to support the reasoning behind why the name was changed from “Hardys” to 
“Hardies”.  It is also unlikely that the GNB would support the amendment unless the correct 
public consultation process had been conducted in compliance with the NSW Addressing 
User Manual – October 2014 



 

Conclusion: 
It appears the correct spelling for SR26 is “Hardys Lease Road” in memory of the late Ernest 
Hardy and the name Hardy has historical significance in the immediate area; therefore 
Council should endeavour to rectify the mistake. 
 

Amendment to the Spelling of Shire Road 26 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council resolve to:  
 
1. Conduct the appropriate public consultation regarding the spelling of the Shire Road 
 26 in compliance with NSW Addressing User Manual – October 2014 and the Roads 
 Regulation Act 2008 to confirm that an amendment is required. 
 
2. If no objections are received during the public consultation period, Council submits a 
 request to the geographical Names Board of New South Wales to have the spelling of 
 SR26 amended to ‘Hardy’s Lease Road’. 
 
3. Update all Council records and mapping pertaining to SR236 with the amended 
 spelling. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments 
 
A – Letter dated 13th November 2014 received by Council from Mr Brian Hanigan 
B – Letter of reply to Mr Hanigan dated 12th February 2015 to Mr Brian Hanigan 
C – Email received Wednesday 18th February 2015 from Mrs Kerry Hanigan 
D – Email received 19th February 2015 from Mr Ted Borowski 
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ATTACHMENT A – LETTER DATED 13TH NOVEMBER 2014 RECEIVED BY COUNCIL 
FROM MR BRIAN HANIGAN 
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ATTACHMENT B – LETTER OF REPLY TO MR HANIGAN DATED 12TH FEBRUARY 2015 
TO MR BRIAN HANIGAN 
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ATTACHMENT C – EMAIL RECEIVED WEDNESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2015 FROM MRS 
KERRY HANIGAN. 
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ATTACHMENT D – EMAIL RECEIVED 19TH FEBRUARY 2015 FROM MR TED BOROWSKI 
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IMPENDING EXPIRY OF ALCOHOL FREE ZONES 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin, Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/626 

 

 
Summary: 
Alcohol free zones in the towns of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri are due to 
expire on 14 July 2015.  This report recommends that Council resolve to undertake 
community consultation regarding the re-establishment of the zones. 
 
 
Background: 
At a meeting held on 28 June 2011 Walgett Shire Council resolved to establish alcohol free 
zones over parts of the Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri urban areas for the 
maximum permitted term of four years.  Those zones are due to expire on 14 July 2015. 
 
In a letter dated 17 February 2015 the Superintendent of Castlereagh Local Area Command 
has written to Walgett Shire Council and requested that the Alcohol Free Zones be 
maintained for another four year period (Attachment A).  The Superintendent has provided a 
range of reasons why they are required, and how they are effective. 
 
From a Council perspective, certain problems are exacerbated by uncontrolled street 
drinking, including: 
* Litter, which requires additional resources to remove. 
* Broken glass, which presents a safety hazard to the public. 
 
 
Current Position: 
The Local Government Act 1993 (LGA 1993) does not make provision for alcohol free zones 
to be renewed, hence the processes required under Chapter 16 Part 4 of the Act must be 
followed each time a zone is established.  Under section 646 of the LGA 1993, Council is 
obliged to follow the 2009 Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones. 
 
Alcohol free zones can only be created over public roads or a public place that is a car park 
(ie. a car park on public land or Crown Land).  Zones can operate up to a maximum of four 
(4) years (sub-section 644(5) LGA 1993). 
 
A simplified summary of the process to establish an alcohol free zone is provided below: 
(1)  The alcohol free zone proposal must be documented in a manner which specifies its 

location, when it will apply and reasons for the zone.  A draft alcohol free zone proposal 
document has been prepared (Attachment B). 

(2)  Notice of the alcohol free zone proposal must be published in a newspaper circulating in 
the area and an invitation issued for representations or objections to be submitted within 
14 days (sub-section 644A(1) LGA 1993). 

(3)  A copy of the alcohol free zone proposal document must be sent to the officer in charge 
of the Police station within or nearest to the proposed zone, inviting representations and 
objections within 30 days (sub-section 644A(2)(a) LGA 1993). 

(4)  A copy of the proposal document must be sent to all liquor licence holders whose 
premises border on or adjoin the proposed zone, inviting representations and objections 
within 30 days (sub-section 644A(2)(b) LGA 1993). 
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(5)  A copy of the proposal document must be sent to any known organisation representing 
an identifiable Aboriginal or culturally and linguistically diverse group within the local 
area inviting representations and objections within 30 days (p.9 of Ministerial 
Guidelines). 

(6)  A copy of the proposal document must be sent to the NSW Anti-Discrimination Board 
inviting representations and objections within 40 days (sub-section 644A(3) LGA 1993 
and the Ministerial Guidelines). 

(7)  Council must “consider all representations and submissions that are duly made to it” 
(Sub-section 644A(4) of the LGA 1993 and p.9 of the Ministerial Guidelines). 

(8)  After complying with the procedures under section 644 and 644A, a Council may, by 
resolution, adopt a proposal to establish an alcohol free zone (section 644B LGA 1993).  
The resolution establishes the zone. 

(9)  Council must inform any interested parties, including the applicant, the NSW Anti-
Discrimination Board, the local Police Patrol Commander, officer in charge of local 
police stations, affected liquor licence holders that the zone has been established (p.9 of 
Ministerial Guidelines). 

(10) Council must then publish a notice in a local newspaper indicating that the alcohol free 
zones have been established (sub-section 644B(3) LGA 1993). 

(11) Council must then update signs for the zones with the new operating dates (section 
644C LGA 1993). 

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
* Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones issued by the Department of Local 

Government, February 2009. 
* Circular 09/05 “Alcohol Free Zones – Update of Ministerial Guidelines”, issued by the 

Department of Local Government, 5 February 2009. 
* Guidelines for Local Government Councillors issued by the Anti-Discrimination Board of 

NSW, 1999. 
* Guidelines for Managers of Local Councils issued by the Anti-Discrimination Board of 

NSW, 1999. 
 
 
Governance issues: 
Regulatory compliance:- When dealing with a proposal to establish an alcohol free zone, 
Council must comply with the provisions within Chapter 16 Part 4 of the Local Government 
Act 1993, as well as the 2009 Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones. 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s 
charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
Adherence with, and enforcement of, alcohol free zones is likely to reduce littering 
(especially glass alcohol containers). 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council, community, liquor licensees. 
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Financial implications: 
Alcohol free zones signs will need to be updated.  This is expected to be able to be 
completed using an existing Urban Infrastructure budget for signs. 
 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
Do nothing:  This option has not been recommended as: 

 Doing nothing would allow the zones to lapse. 

 The existing zones appear to be supported by the community and Police. 

 If the zones lapsed, it is expected that there would be significant adverse impacts on 
the community. 

 
Reduce the area of the zones:  The Ministerial Guidelines state that generally alcohol free 
zones should be as small as possible.  This option has not been recommended as: 

 It is expected that reducing the area of the existing zones would be inconsistent with 
community and Police expectations. 

 If the zones were reduced, then it is expected that the frequency of adverse impacts 
associated with street drinking would increase. 

 The only previous objections to the zones has been from the NSW Anti-
Discrimination Board. 

 
Increase the area of the zones:  This option has not been recommended as: 

 No request for an extension has been received. 

 The current circumstances do not appear to justify an extension. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
The maintenance of alcohol free zones is one of several methods by which Council can 
maintain public amenity and reduce risks which may otherwise arise from street drinking.  
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Re-establishment of alcohol free zones 

Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the letter dated 17 February 2015 from the Superintendent of Castlereagh Local 

Area Command requesting that the existing Alcohol Free Zones at Walgett, Lightning 
Ridge and Collarenebri be maintained for a four year period. 

 
2. Undertake consultation regarding establishing alcohol free zones in Walgett, 

Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge for four years, over the same areas as the existing 
zones.  This will include publicising and circulating a proposal document, as well as 
inviting public submissions, via: 

 
 (a) Advertising within the Walgett Spectator and Lightning Ridge News. 
 
  (b) Advertising on the Walgett Shire Council web site. 
 
  (c) Circulation of the proposal document via mail to the officer in charge of the Walgett, 

Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri police stations. 
 
  (d) Circulation of the proposal document via mail to the NSW Anti-Discrimination 

Board. 
 
  (e) Circulation of the proposal document via mail to any known organisation 

representing an identifiable Aboriginal or ethnic group within the local area 
 
  (f) Circulation of the proposal document via mail to all liquor licensees within or 

adjoining the proposed alcohol free zones. 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment A – Letter dated 17 February 2015 from NSW Police 
Attachment B – Draft Alcohol Free Zone proposal document 
Attachment C – Draft mailing list for Alcohol Free Zone proposal 
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ATTACHMENT A – LETTER DATED 17-2-2015 FROM NSW POLICE 
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ATTACHMENT B – DRAFT ALCOHOL FREE ZONE PROPOSAL DOCUMENT 

 
 

Walgett Shire Council 

77 Fox St., 
P.O. Box 31 

WALGETT, N.S.W. 2832 

Telephone:   (02) 6828 1399 
Facsimile:   (02) 6828 1608 

E-mail:   admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au 
 

DRAFT ALCOHOL FREE ZONE PROPOSAL 
FOR WALGETT, LIGHTNING RIDGE AND COLLARENEBRI 

 
Outline 

Alcohol free zones in the towns of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri are due to 
expire on 14 July 2015.  On [DATE TO BE DETERMINED] Walgett Shire Council passed a 
resolution to consult with the community about its proposal to re-establish the zones. 

The provisions of Chapter 16, Part 4 of the Local Government Act 1993 allow Walgett Shire 
Council to establish the zones.  This document provides details of the proposed zones. 

Reasons for the alcohol free zones 

In a letter dated 17 February 2015 the Superintendent of Castlereagh Local Area Command 
has written to Walgett Shire Council and requested that the Alcohol Free Zones be re-
established in at Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri prior to their expiry.  A copy of 
the letter is provided as an attachment. 
 
Council sees the establishment and enforcement of alcohol free zones as helping to: 

 Inform the community of Council’s expectations for acceptable standards of 
behaviour. 

 Reduce street drinking, alcohol related crime and littering in public places. 
 
Location of the alcohol free zones 

The extent of the proposed zones is shown in the following maps.  The extent of the zones is 
the same as existing zones. 
 
Where does an alcohol free zone apply? 

Alcohol free zones can only be created over public roads or a public place that is a car park 
(ie. a car park on public land or Crown Land). 

How long will the zone apply? 

It is proposed that the alcohol free zone will be established for four years. 

Community input 

Ministerial Guidelines require that Council “give proper consideration to any representations, 
submissions or objections received and as a result may amend or withdraw a proposal to 
establish an alcohol-free zone”.  Walgett Shire Council encourages written submissions from 
the public regarding the proposed zones.  Submissions should be addressed to the General 
Manager of Walgett Shire Council. 
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More information? 

Contact Council’s Director Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin, if you 
require any additional information. 

 
Don Ramsland 
General Manager 
Walgett Shire Council 
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ATTACHMENT C – DRAFT MAILING LIST FOR ALCOHOL FREE ZONE PROPOSAL 
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DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT 
CERTIFICATE APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matt Clarkson, Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1367-03 

 

 
Summary: 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed by Council staff under delegated authority. 
 
Background: 
Most Development Applications (DA) lodged with Walgett Shire Council are assessed by 
Council’s Town Planner and/or Director of Planning & Regulatory Services.  If appropriate, 
they are then approved by the Director or General Manager under delegated authority.  Only 
applications recommended for refusal, or where objections have been received from the 
public, are referred to Council for determination. 
 
Complying Development Certificate (CDC) applications which are compliant with relevant 
building and development standards, are assessed and approved by Council’s Senior Health 
and Building Surveyor, Andrew Wilson, who is a NSW Building Professionals Board 
Accredited Certifier. 
 
 
Current position: 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and 
Complying Development Certificate (CDC) applications recently dealt with under delegated 
authority by Council staff.  Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while 
document type 24 represents Complying Development Certificates. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
* Respective DA and CDC files. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008. 
 
 
Governance issues: 
 
DAs: DAs are assessed under against a series of “matters for consideration” specified under 
section 79C of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and any relevant 
statutory requirements (such as regulations, Walgett Local Environmental Plan, and State 
Environmental Planning Policies).  Section 80A of the Act provides that Council may impose 
conditions of development consent.  It is appropriate and normal practice to impose 
conditions that are related to the nature and scale of the development, as well as the 
environment in which it will occur. 
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CDCs: Standards for complying development are defined by the relevant State 
Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP).  Sub-section 85A(7) of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 provides that Council cannot refuse a CDC application which 
complies with the relevant development standards and regulatory requirements (eg plans 
and specifications demonstrate compliance with the Building Code of Australia).  Conditions 
that apply to a CDC are specified by the SEPP under which the application is approved. 
 
A simplified overview of development classification and approval processes is provided in 
the diagram below. 

 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
DAs: A Statement of Environmental Effects is required to be lodged with a DA that contains 
environmental information appropriate for the nature and scale of the development, as well 
as the setting in which it is proposed to occur.  Under statutory requirements, some 
developments of a large scale and/or proposed for a sensitive area may require significant 
additional supporting environmental information. 
 
CDCs: Complying development is restricted to certain types of land use, particular zones 
and may be excluded from environmentally sensitive areas, bush fire prone land, etc. 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Public, applicants, Council, Department of Planning & Infrastructure. 
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Financial implications: 
Part of the costs incurred assessing and inspecting respective developments is recovered 
from application and inspection fees. 
 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
Nil. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
It is recommended that Council note the current level of development activity within the 
Shire. 
 
 

Cosmetic Restoration of the Collarenebri Swimming Pool  

 
Recommendation:  
 
1. That Council note the report on Development and Complying Development 
 Certificate applications dealt with by Council staff under delegated authority for 
 October 2014 to February 2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
A - DAs & CDCs approved October 2014 – February 2015 
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ATTACHMENT A - DAs & CDCs APPROVED OCTOBER 2014 – FEBRUARY 2015 
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WALGETT CBD UPGRADE STRATEGY 
 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matt Clarkson – Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   14/234 

 

 
Summary: 
Council has budgeted $160,000 in 2014 / 2015for upgrades to the Walgett CBD. Council’s 

initial concept was to install irrigation, CCTV, street trees and pavers. It now suggested that 

Council resolve to allocate up to $100,000 of these funds for financing up to 50% of fascia 

works for CBD businesses. 

 

 

Background: 

On 15 December 2014 an application for a review of the development determination for 

development consent 2014/002 was lodged with Walgett Shire Council by Wendy Azevedo. 

The core issue in the application and associated letter is that the applicant believes that a 

condition of development consent requiring removal of security mesh is unreasonable given 

her previous exposure to security problems with commercial premises. The condition was 

imposed to ensure that the presentation of the premises became consistent with the 

development standards expected by Council under clause 4.9.5 of the Walgett Shire 

Development Control Plan 2014. 

 

On 10 February 2015 Council resolved to defer the item to allow for Council staff to prepare 

a report regarding possible funding of 50% of the cost of updating security of premises to a 

pre-determined limit with the upgrade to occur within a specific time period. 

 

 

Current position: 
Council has budgeted $160,000 in the 2014 -2015 budget for upgrades to the Walgett CBD, 

and Council staff have undertaken community consultation regarding how these funds 

should be spent. 

 

Consensus regarding expenditure of these funds was generally limited to gardens works and 

the installation of festoon lightning in the CBD. 

 

As there are insufficient funds for the identified goal construction of new gardens in Fox and 

Wee Waa Streets, it is proposed that $60,000 of the upgrade budget should be allocated to 

new sustainable plantings in existing gardens ($40,000) and festoon lighting ($20,000) to 

achieve broader aesthetic goals identified by the community.   

 

Further, it is proposed that: 

 $100,000 of the upgrade budget be dedicated to 1:1 in kind contributions in the B2 
Local Centre zone for fascia upgrades, including security measures, subject to 
Council approval (works must demonstrate improved visual amenity).  

 Contributions be limited to a maximum of $5000 per business. 
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It is proposed public notice of the Walgett CBD Upgrade Strategy will be undertaken for a 

minimum of 28 days, which includes: 

 Advertising the public exhibition within the Walgett Spectator. 

 Making the strategy available as a pdf file via Council’s web site. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

Local Government Act 1993. 

 
 

Governance issues: 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s 

charter, which includes:  

 to exercise community leadership 

 to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the 
environment of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent 
with and promotes the principles of ecologically sustainable development 

 to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 

 to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 

 to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social 
justice principles of equity, access, participation and rights 

 

Voting:- Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called 

when a motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of 

Councillors voting for and against the motion must be recorded. 

 

 

Environmental issues: 
Nil. 

 

 

Stakeholders: 
Walgett community, business owners, Walgett Shire Council, and the travelling public. 

 

 

Financial Implications: 
Council has allocated a budget of $160,000 for upgrades to the Walgett CBD in the 2014-

2015 budget. 

 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Do nothing:- This option has not been recommended as: 

 It is a frequently stated Council and community aspiration that the aesthetics of the 
main street of Walgett should be improved. 

 Funding has been allocated in the current budget for Walgett CBD upgrade works. 
 

Allocate the $100,000 to garden works:- This option has not been recommended as it 

presents a poor return on investment relative to the contributions component of the strategy. 
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Conclusion: 
Endorsement of the Walgett CBD Upgrade Strategy provides the best immediate practical 

outcomes for allocation of the Walgett CBD upgrade funds. 

 

 Walgett CBD Upgrade Strategy 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 

 

1. Allocate $100,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to 1:1 in kind contributions in the 

B2 Local Centre zone for fascia upgrades, including security measures, subject to 

Council approval (works must demonstrate improved visual amenity). 

2. Allocate $40,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to new plantings in the B2 Local 

Centre zone. 

3. Allocate $20,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to festoon lighting in the B2 Local 

Centre zone 

 

4. Give public notification of the Walgett CBD Upgrade Strategy for a minimum of 28 days, 

by: 

  - Advertising the strategy in the Walgett Spectator. 

  - Making the strategy available as a pdf file via Council’s web site. 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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14.3 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

1. MONTHLY RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICE 
PROGRESS REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council relating to the Engineering Services work 
progress till 31st December, 2014.  
 
 
Background: 
A budget of $17.54Million including RMCC work has been allocated to the Rural 

Infrastructure and Support Service for capital & maintenance works, fleet management and   

engineering administration for 2014/2015.  

 
 
Current Position: 
A  Skelton crew with seven members continued to work through the Xmas and New Year 
break. They were doing different maintenance works such as bridge approaches, road signs 
etc. 
 
All the team members have started their normal duties from 19th January 2015 and are in full 
swing  in the  planed areas. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2014/15 Operational Plan and Budget. 

 
 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e procurement and tendering.  

 
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 

 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 
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Financial Implications: 
As at 28th February 2015, $ 7,820,610 has been spent from a total amount of $17,543,401 
allocated for 2014/2015 budget.  
 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 

 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
 

Monthly Rural Infrastructure and Support Service Progress report from Director 
Engineering Services – February 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly work progress 
report  for February 2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
 
2014/2015 Budget allocations up the 28th February 2015 
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The funding allocations for 2014/2015 RMCC works are $ 3,601,351 details are as follows: 
 

SN Description Budget 
Expenditure Till 

28/02/2015 Status 

1 Resealing  $  1,030,000.00  $536,611.36 52% 

2 Heavy patching  $  500,000.00  $659,942.98 132% 

3 

HW 12 
Warrambool 
Widening  $  700,000.00  $29,824.93 4% 

4 Routine works  $  1,160,000.00  $705,598.00 61% 

5 
Grids 
Replacement $146,351.06 $83,606.01 57% 

6 

Culvert 
Headwall 
Works $65,000 $21,569.08 33% 

7 
Culvert 
Replacement 

 
$139,903.71  

  TOTAL  $  3,601,351.06 $2,177,056.07  60% 
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2. FIVE YEAR ROADS TO RECOVERY FUNDING PROGRAMME 
(2014/15 TO 2018/19) 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
This report is for Council to consider and approve the five year ‘Roads To Recovery’ funding 
program. 
 
 
Background: 
Council has some urgent projects that need to be addressed, but due to the lack of funding, 
it is not possible to  complete them in one go and they now have been prioritised  as shown 
in attached spread sheets.  
 
The  five year  work program has been prepared  based on the  Transportation Asset 
Management Plan  in order to provide required level of service. During the preparation of the 
program, the grant amount available has been taken into consideration. 
 
 
Current Position: 
The construction and sealing work in Gundablui Road  under the ‘Repair’ Program , George 
Street  and Merrywinebone Road   under ‘Roads to  Recovery’ funding have  been 
completed. Carinda Road under RTR funding is in progress.  
Should Councillors have any other item they believe should be included then they should be 
raised before this five year program is adopted. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council’s five year road work program  
 
 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e procurement and tendering 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues will be assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council Residents and Rate Payers 
Tourists  
Other Agricultural Farm Operators 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
WSC Operational plan and Budget 2014/2015 to 2018/2019 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor these projects to ensure the works are completed within the 
guidelines and project estimates. 
 
 

Five Year Roads To Recovery Road Work Program for 2014/2015 – 2018/2019 

 
Recommendation:  
 
1. That Council consider and adopt the five year RTR funding program as detailed 
 in this report. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments:  
Five year RTR funding road programs   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

FOUR YEAR CAPITAL & MAINTENANCE PROGRAM FOR 
2015/2016 TO 2018/2019      

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
This report is to allow  Council to consider and approve the four year capital road work 
program for the years 2015/2016-2018/2019. 
 
 
Background: 
Council has some urgent projects that need to be addressed, but due to the lack of funding, 
it is not possible to  complete them in one go and they now have been prioritised  as shown 
in attached spread sheets. 
 
Council is expecting to receive funding from various programs such as Regional Road 
Repair Program and Roads to Recovery Program .  
Selection of a project for the repair program depends upon the scores. The cut off score 
varies every year . It is therefore unlikely, but not impossible, for any of these projects to be 
successful. If one or more of these projects is similarly submitted in the following funding 
application, it will attract a 3 point bonus. Hence the Program and submission is beneficial 
even if  it is unsuccessful as it places  Council in a better position  in next year’s funding 
round. To address this, it is better to have programs drafted in well advance. 
 
Current Position: 
The construction and sealing work in Gundablui Road under the Repair Program , George 
Street  and Merrywinebone Road  under Roads to Recovery funding have  been completed. 
Carinda Road under RTR funding is in progress.  
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council’s four year capital road work program for 2015/2016 – 2018/2019. 
 
 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e procurement and tendering 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues will be assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council Residents and Rate Payers 
Tourists 
Other Agricultural  Farm operators 
Walgett Shire Council   
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Financial Implications: 
WSC Operational Plan and Budget 2015/2016 to 2018/2019 
 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Councillors may wish to raise roads other than those already included for consideration. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor these projects to ensure the works are completed within the 
guidelines and project estimates. 
  

Four Year Capital and Maintenance Work Program for 2015/2016 to 2018/2019   

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council consider and adopt the four year Capital and Maintenance Road Work 
 Program for the years 2015/2016 to 2018/2019. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments:  
Four year Capital and Maintenance Road Work Program  
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2015/2016 
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2016/2017 
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2017/2018 
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2018/2019 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 
INFORMATION ONLY FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING 
SERVICES – MARCH 2015 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/378 

 

 
1. North West Weight of Loads Committee’s response   
 

Council has been a member of the North West Weight of Loads Group since 1997. Due to 
the unsatisfactory  results, council   submitted a letter  on 9th January 2015 to leave the 
committee. 
 
Council has received a response letter from the Committee on 13th March 2015 stating that 
the letter will be tabled on meeting which has been scheduled for 30th March 2015. 
 
It has been mentioned in the agreement that the ‘six months period will be used to finalise 
any outstanding matters relating the member’s participation in the committee. 
 

 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from Director Engineering 

Services March 2015 

 

Recommendation: 

 

1. That the matters listed by the Director of Engineering Services for brief mention or 

 information for be received and noted. 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments:  
 
Letter from North  West Weight of Loads Committee dated 11th March 2015 
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14.4 ACTING DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
 

REOVAL OF APEX PARK, WALGETT FENCING – WH&S 
COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Prafulla K.C – Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/796 

 

 
  Summary: 

This report is for Councillor’s information and to endorse the recommendation to 

permanently remove apex park fencing.   

 
 
  Background: 

In 2010 as part of Regional Infrastructure funding children play area and fence was 

installed to   at Apex Park. The children’s play area is designed for age group 1-5 year old 

and parent’s supervision is required all the time.  Since the erection of fence, Council has 

been experiencing continuous vandalism to the fence. Frequency of vandalism is so much 

that the replacement and repair cost of fencing has exceeded the capital investment. The 

nature of vandalism includes missing panel, destroyed child proof pedestrian gate, 

smashed bolds and broken hinges. Council replaced couple of panels with mild steel 

considering it may alleviate the vandalism. However this also did not stop the perpetrators.  

 

In order to tackle with this ongoing issue, on 29th January 2015, work health and safety 

committee requested WHS Council’s Work Health and Safety Officer Rehabilitation 

Coordinator David Callander to investigate the need/requirement to have fence around play 

ground area. 

 

 

  Current Position: 
David did comprehensive risk assessment of the site and concluded that the play area is in 

safe proximity from highway. The major factors considered in the risk assessment were the 

approximate distances from highway and Town Street and play area’s intended age group. 

The play area is approximately 46.6 m from Castlereagh highway and there is a border 

fence at approx. 39 m between the play area and Hwy. all other sides are at least 33 

meters from play group area.  

 

Further to this David also discussed the situation with senior members of the Northern 

Inland Risk Group (NIRG) in Bingara. Committee member’s view also lined up with David’s 

recommendation. Based on these findings and discussion WHS Officer presented a report 

to WHS Committee and recommended to permanently remove the fence and install an 

appropriate sign advising patrons whilst using the facility. The Committee adopted the 

report and recommended the General Manger for consideration. 

The General Manager has reference the matter for Council’s consideration. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

NA 
 

 

Governance issues: 
Permanent removal of the play area fence will save Council on going repair and 

maintenance cost. Installation of appropriate signage will cover Council from any unforseen 

risks. 

 

 

Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 

 

Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 

Residents of Walgett 

Facility Users 

 

 

Financial Implications: 
Council will save on going repair and maintenance cost that is being spent of  

 

 

Alternative Options: 
Do not remove the fence and keep on spending money on repair and maintenance of the 

fence. 

 
Conclusion: 
Based on the WHS’s Officer’s report above, it is recommended that the fence around 
children’s play area shall be removed in order to minimise expenditure on repair and 
maintenance of fence.     
 
 

Apex Park Fencing: WH&S Committee’s Recommendation to Fence  

Recommendation: 

1.  That Council acknowledge the Work Health and Safety Officer’s report Apex Park 

 Fencing. 

2.   That Council endorse the recommendation to permanently remove the play area 

 fencing and install appropriate signage. 

Moved: 

Second: 

 

Attachments: 
Attachments of Report can be found in Attachment Document on pg 36 
 

Minutes from the Work Health and Safety Committee Meeting 26.2.2015 

Risk Assessment and Report 
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