
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

25
th

 November, 2014 

 
 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
at the Burren Junction RSL Club on 25 November, 2014 commencing at 
10.00am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
Please note: 
 
The bus will leave from the back of the Council building at 8:30am.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 
as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 
expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 
A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I would also 
like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations - Nil 
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
Minutes of Council Meeting 28 October 2014………………………………………………………………………pg 6 
Minutes of Extra-Ordinary Council Meeting 12 November 2014…………………………………………………pg 24 

 
8.    Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9.    Mayoral Minutes 

10.  Motions of which Notice has been given - Nil 

11.  Presentation of Petitions - Nil 

12.  Councillor’s Questions from Last Meeting 

13. Reports of Committees/Delegates 

Minutes of Workplace Health and Safety Meeting 6 November 2014……………………………………………pg 35 
 

 

14. Reports from Officers 

14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 
Council’s Decision Action Report………………………………………………………………………………………pg 39 
Local Government Weekly –  November 2014………………………………………………………………………pg 59 
Circulars from the Local Government Department of Premier& Cabinet – November 2014……………………pg 61 
Monthly Calendar – October 2014……………………………………………………………………………………pg  67 
Mainstreet Beautification Funding……………………………………………………………………………………pg  72 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – General Manager………………………………………………pg 76 
 

14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

Cash on Hand and Investment Report………………………………………………………………………………pg 78 
Quarterly Outstanding Rates Report September 2014……………………………………………………………pg 81 
Walgett Shire Community Sharps Initiative…………………………………………………………………………pg 84 
Policy – Procurement and Tendering…………………………………………………………………………………pg 87 
Donation Request – Rotary West Tamworth………………………………………………………………………pg 102 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Corporate Services…………………………………pg 104 
September Quarterly Budget Review………………………………………………………………………Supplementary 
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14.3 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

 

 

123 

Monthly Rural Infrastructure and Support Services Progress Report ……………………………………………pg 107 
 

Monthly RMCC Works Report ………………………………………………………………………………………pg 110 
 

 

RMS Regional Roads Repair Program Applications ………………………………………………………………pg 113 
Tenders for Provision of Hired Plant and Minor Works on Casual Basis ………………………………………pg 121 
Improvement of Intersection – Opal and Pandora Streets Lightning Ridge ……………………………………pg 123 
 

 

14.4 DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

Spider Brown Oval Status Report……………………………………………………………………………………pg 127 
 

15. Questions for the Next Meeting 

16. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

17. Close of Meeting 
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3. Apologies 

 

4. Welcome to Visitors 
 
 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
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6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
 
 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
 

 
7.1 Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting held 28 October 2014 
 
Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting –28 October 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held 28 October 2014, having  been 
circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 28 October 2014 
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7.2 Minutes of Extra-Ordinary Council meeting held 12 November 2014 
 
Minutes of Extra-Ordinary Council meeting –12 November 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Council meeting held 12 November 2014, having  
been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Extra-Ordinary Meeting held 12 November 2014 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM MAYOR 

 

REPORTING SECTION: Governance 

AUTHOR:    Clr David Lane - Mayor 
 

 
 

This report will be circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
 

  

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Mayor 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Mayor for brief mention or information only be received and 
noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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10.  Motions of which Notice has been given - Nil 

11.  Presentation of Petitions - Nil 
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12. Questions from Last Meeting   

Clr Taylor 
 
Question 1 
The Lightning Ridge Bore Baths outside shower block may have a blocked sump. Can this 
be investigated? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advises that Council staff inspected the 
shower block and found no blockage, nor any water backing up.  
 
Question 2 
Can Council ensure that regular tree watering in Lightning Ridge takes place? Can the Rural 
Fire Service assist if needed? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advises that regular tree watering in 
Lightning Ridge is now taking place twice a week, usually on a Monday and Thursday. 
 
Question 3 
Can the road verges on roads across the Shire be slashed? If it is not Council’s 
responsibility to do so, can Council request the Roads and Maritimes Services undertake the 
slashing? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services advises that slashing is currently being undertaken. 
 
Question 4 
What is the position regarding Hudson Pear eradication funding? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate. 
 
Clr Murray 
 
Question 1 
I would like to congratulate and thank Council staff for upgrading the fencing at the skate 
park area in Walgett. 
Response 
Noted. 
 
Question 2 
Can the area around the Walgett landfill be cleaned as there is some rubbish in the area? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advises that the area was cleaned on 3 
November 2014. 
 
Question 3 
Properties in Walgett appear to not be watering their lawns. Is this a raw water pricing issue? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services is to investigate. 
 
Question 4 
Can a roundabout be put in place in Fox Street near the BP? 
Response 
Council is to forward the request to the Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting for 
consideration.  
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Clr Martinez 
 
Question 1 
The Lightning Ridge soccer fields are patchy and there are burrs present. Can this be 
investigated? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advises that the fields were sprayed on 17 
November 2014. 
 
Question 2 
Has Council received funding for the Walgett Boat Ramp project? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that Council has obtained funding for the project and work is to be 
completed by the end of this financial year.  
 
Clr Greenaway 
 
Question 1 
What is the progress of updating the Council Chambers honour boards? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that the Administrative Services Officer is currently 
undertaking historical research for this project. Once this has been completed a report will be 
provided to Council. 
 
Clr Keir 
 
Question 1 
I have received phone calls from residents of Carinda thanking Council for fixing potholes in the 
town so promptly following their request at the last Council Meeting. 
Response 
Noted.  
 
Clr Woodcock 
 
Question 1 
There are potholes in the lane between Onyx and Brilliant Streets in Lightning Ridge. Can this be 
investigated? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
 
Question 2 
What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge IGA matter? 
Response 
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advised that temporary measures are currently in 
place, with the permanent issues matter being dealt with by Council’s solicitor and an update will 
be provided when available. 
 
Question 3 
What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge Arts and Crafts Council? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the Arts and Crafts Council is holding its annual general 
meeting in November and further information should be available following the meeting. 
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13.  Reports of Committees/Delegates 

 
13.1 Minutes of Workplace Health and Safety Committee meeting held 6 
November 2014 
 
Minutes of Workplace Health & Safety Committee meeting – 6 November 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Workplace Health and Safety Committee meeting held 6 November 
2014, having  been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 6 November 2014 
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14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 

 

COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – NOVEMBER 2014 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

Summary: 
 

This schedule summarises the action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous 
meeting of Council this year. 

 
Background: 

 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions as well as any other matters raised at previous Meetings this year which required 
action and are still outstanding. The exception is for the last meeting where items that have 
been completed are included. Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised 
with the General Manager prior to the meeting.  

 
Current Position: 

 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Resolution Register November 2014 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolution should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Council and Manex Team 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 

 
That the resolutions register be received and noted. It is requested that any queries be 
raised with the General Manager prior to meeting day facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 

 

Council’s Decision Action Report – November 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for November 2014 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
 
Resolution Register- November 2014 

 
 



 
Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 11

th
 February 2014 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/3 

That a temporary licence for a period of one (1) year be granted to the 
Collarenebri Golf Club for use of part reserve (R82811) for use of the 
golf course and clubhouse including but not limited to the following 
conditions; . 
Provision of evidence of public liability insurance 
The finalisation of a scope of works for renovation of the clubhouse in 
conjunction with council including a joint risk assessment, 
That occupation of the clubhouse not be approved until it has been 
made habitable and safe to Council’s satisfaction. 
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Letter forwarded 
to Club. Meeting with Club 
reps to progress works. 
15.04.14 Awaiting 
confirmation from former 
Cr Smith regarding on-site 
meeting.  
20.05.14 Contact made 
with Committee regarding 
site meeting to take place. 
29.05.14 Site meeting held 
with Club reps. Awaiting 
details of work proposed to 
bring toilets up to standard. 
14.07.14 Senior Admin 
Officer following up.  
12.08.14 Matter still being 
followed up. Advised 
primary driver of project 
has left the area.  
18.09.14 Further enquiries 
to be made as to whether 
sufficient interest in project 
remains.  
10.10.14 Followed up with 
James Earl. Appears there 
is minimal local interest in 
the project.  
18.11.14 No further action.  

Director Corporate Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/4 

That Council considers making provision for $41,250 in the 2014/15 
budget being 50% of the total quoted funds to refurbish/upgrade of the 
existing male jockey’s facilities and the addition of female jockey 
change and washrooms. 
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility 
document provided to 
Finance Manager. 
15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination.  
14.07.14 $57,000 provision 
made in budget.  
12.08.14 Grant approved. 
Additional budget required 
at September QBRS.  
18.09.14 Meeting to be 
convened with showground 
users to firm up design and 
commence works. 
Meeting held 26.09.14. 
Awaiting plans from the 
Jockey Club.  
18.11.14 Still awaiting 
plans from Dick James, 

Director Corporate Services 
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regular follow up taking 
place.. 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/5 

That Council consults with the Burren Junction Community in order to 
ascertain an agreeable outcome based on community needs in 
conjunction with Council resourcing strategies/financial framework.  
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Preparation for 
meeting in progress. 
15.04.14 History being 
researched for meeting.  
20.05.14 History not yet 
finalised.  
16.06.14 Matter still being 
researched.  
14.07.14 Public 
Consultation meeting being 
held on 16 July 2014.  

12.08.14 Report to August 
Council Meeting.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing on schedule at 
this stage.  

Director Corporate Services 

 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/19 

1.That Council endorse the proposed replacement or refurbishment 
the Gray Park toilet block.  
2.That Council consider making provision in the 2014/2015 budget of 
an amount of $75,000 for the replacement or refurbishment of the 
existing amenities block in Gray Park  
3.That Council also investigate the Walgett caravan park toilets. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Woodock 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility 
document provided to 
Finance Manager. Assets 
Officer requested to 
prepare a condition 
assessment for Alex 
Trevallion Park Toilets 
(Walgett Caravan Park 
toilets).  
15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination. Trevallion 
Park Toilets review not yet 
commenced.  
16.06.14 Gray Park Toilet 
project not included in 
budget. New Property 
Officer undertaking 
inspection and report.  
14.07.14 Application for 
50% funding submitted 
under the Community 
Building Partnerships 
Program.  
12.08.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application.  
10.10.14 No further 
update.  
18.11.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application.  

Director Corporate Services 

 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/20 

That consideration for provision to be made in the 2013/2014 budget 
for an amount of $20,000 to conduct an investigation and 
development of options for the design and upgrade of the 
administration building air conditioning system. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Specifications 
being developed.  
15.04.14 Submissions 
close 30.04.14. 
20.05.14 Tenders received 
to be considered at June 

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25
th

 March 2014 

Seconded:  Clr Lane meeting.  
16.06.14 Project working 
group formed to assess 
tenders.  
14.07.14 Project team 
meeting on 15 July to 
review tender spec.  
12.08.14 Tenders due 18 
August.  
10.10.14 Project under 
review by GM.  
18.11.14 Project under 
review. 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/39 

1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2.That the actions of the Acting General Manager to engage Lawyer 
Piper Alderman under the funding agreement with Bentham IMF Ltd 
be endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Matter ongoing. 
15.04.14 Matter ongoing. 
Awaiting proof of debt from 
lawyers. 
20.05.14 Proof of claim 
lodged with liquidators by 
lawyers.  
14.07.14 Proof of claim 
admitted by liquidators.  
12.08.14 Awaiting further 
update. 
17.09.14 Public Meeting 
held.  

Director Corporate Services 

 
 
 
 
 

25th March 
2014 

5/2014/24 

1. That Council Note the letter dated 27 February 2014 from SMK 
requesting that Council write to Crown Lands asking that control these 
parts of the reserve be transferred to Council from Crown lands. 
2. Respond to Crown Lands requesting that Neill Street and the part of 
Pitt Street that form part of Travelling Stock Reserve 12870 be 
dedicated to Council control. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Letter sent 27 March to 
Trade & Investment. 
 
Advice received 9/9/2014 
is that the request is being 
processed by Crown Lands 
in Dubbo. Expected to be 
completed by Christmas. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
 
Council action completed 

25th March 
2014 

5/2014/35 

That Council consider a provision in the Draft 2014/15 Budget of 
$150,000 for a new Unified Communications telephone system and 
associated data infrastructure upgrade. Subject to funding it is further 
recommended that Council proceed to stage 2 being the preparation 
of tender documentation and the calling of tenders. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director Corporate 
Services 

15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination.  
16.06.14 No funds 
provided in 2014/15 
budget.  
14.07.14 Provision made in 
final adopted budget. 
Consultant finalising tender 
spec.  
12.08.14 Tender 
advertised.  
Tenders closed 09.09.14. 
Report to October meeting 

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 29
th

 April 2014 held 8 May 2014 

 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 27
th

 May 2014 

18.11.14 Project 
progressing on schedule. 

8 May 2014 7/2014/13 

That Council undertake negotiations with Transponder Technologies 
to develop a scope of works and quotation for the supply, installation 
and commissioning of a Point of Sale system at both the Harlequin St 
and Onyx St standpipes in Lightning Ridge. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

20.05.14 Awaiting further 
information.  
16.06.14 Request for 
detailed proposal made 
again on 16 June.  
14.07.14 Detailed proposal 
to be provided by 16 July 
2014 with report to August 
meeting. 
12.08.14 Company has 
had further discussions 
with DCS and DUS. 
18.09.14 Further 
clarification on some 
aspects being sought.  
10.10.14 Further 
discussions held with 
supplier. Pricing, modelling 
and further cost benefit 
analysis required.  
18.11.14 No further 
progress. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/10 

 
1. That Council obtain detailed report on cost of running all sporting 
services in Walgett Shire. 
2. That naming rights for the Lightning Ridge Pool are investigated. 
 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Walford 

General Manager 

02.06.14 Report being 
prepared for August 2014 
meeting 
18.09.14 Deferred to 
October meeting.  
22.10.14 Deferred to 
November meeting.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/12 

 
That Council approve the disposal of identified e-waste and the 
Reserve e-waste be engaged to remove and dispose of the e-waste at 
no cost to Council 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

16.06.14 Project 
proceedings with next 
stage to stack and wrap on 
pallets.  
14.07.14 Project 
progressing.  
12.08.14 Project 
progressing. 
18.09.14 Project on hold 
due to other priorities.  
10.10.14 Project on hold. 
Interest in participating to 

Director Corporate Services 
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be sought from Brewarrina 
and Bourke Councils.  
18.11.14 Project yet to be 
progressed.  

27 May 2014 8/2014/21 

 
That the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to negotiate 2-3 
year options on suitable land for commercial development in the 
Walgett CBD and also negotiate in relation to the possible commercial 
redevelopment of the carpark off Neilly Street, Walgett.  
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations 
continuing.  
22.10.14 Awaiting draft 
MOU.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Clr Taylor 
Can Council investigate the possibility of implementing a user pays 
system at the Burren Junction Bore Baths? 
  
Response 
The General Manager advised that investigations will take place as 
part of Council’s review of Shire wide services. 

General Manager 

27.05.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
investigations will take 
place as part of Council’s 
review of Shire wide 
services. 
15.09.14 Being prepared 
for October 2014 Meeting. 
22.10.14 Preparation of 
report delayed until 
November meeting.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Clr Lane 
There are currently no precinct committees in operation in Lightning 
Ridge, Walgett and Grawin. Should we encourage residents to get 
these committees up and running again? 
 

General Manager 

 
27.05.14 General Manager 
to investigate. The General 
Manager also advised that 
the Collarenebri Precinct 
Committee is in the 
process of being re-
established as the Town 
Improvement Committee. 

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Martinez 
Can 3 grids north of Lightning Ridge on the O’Brien’s property be 
addressed? 

Director Engineering 
Services 

Has been scheduled for 
inspection( 19/06/2014) 
 
14.07.14 Received three 
written quotations for 
fencing works. As per Grid 
policy, $4000 per grid can 
be contributed towards the 
removing the grid. 
12.08.14 Discussion took 
place with Mr O’Brien and 
waiting on his response.  

Director Engineering Services 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Cooper 
Can a potential drainage issue be investigated in the Walgett 
Cemetery area between the Castlereagh Highway and Carinda Road. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

20.10.14 Levels taken and 
design options being 
investigated.  
04.11.14 Investigated and 
new retention pond on the 
Castlereagh Highway.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24
th

 June 2014 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Keir 
A ramp on the Pilliga to Walgett road near the cement bridge has 
collapsed. Can this be investigated/signage placed either side? 

Director Engineering 
Services 

Has been inspected on 
28/06/2014. 
27.05.14 Reduced signage 
has been installed. Work 
scheduling is in progress. 
11.11.2014- Work will be 
commencing from 
25/11/2014. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/14 

 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the report on the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage 
Advisor, Ray Christison, during 2013-2014. 
2. Endorse and adopt the following documents, as prepared by 
Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison: 
 (a) Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2013-2014. 
 (b) Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2014-2017. 
3.Endorse submission of the documents to the Heritage Branch of the 
NSW Department of Planning & Environment. 
4.Note that Ray Christison of High Ground Consulting has advised 
Walgett Shire Council that he will cease providing heritage advisory 
services as soon as Council can find a replacement advisor. 
5.Write to Ray Christison and thank him for his work as Walgett Shire 
Council’s heritage advisor from 2008 until 2014. 
6.Seek expressions of interest for a new Heritage Advisor: 
 (a) Consistent with the document titles “How to Establish a Heritage 
Advisor Service”, published by Heritage Branch, NSW Office of 
Environment & Heritage, July 2011. 
 (b) Where feasible, in consultation with the Bourke and Brewarrina 
Shire Councils as part of a resource sharing initiative of the Outback 
Shires Alliance. 
Moved: Clr Cooper  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services is 
currently consultation with 
the Bourke and Brewarrina 
Shire Councils as part of a 
resource sharing initiative 
of the Outback Shires 
Alliance. 
Meeting held  10/9/2014 at 
Brewarrina to meet with 
Brewarrina  heritage 
advisor and discuss 
resource sharing.  
31.10.14 Council wrote to 
Office Environment & 
Heritage regarding 
facilitating sharing of 
Heritage Advisor  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
What is the progress of the fencing and ramps to be installed on 
Gerard O’Brien’s property? 
Clr Greenaway 
 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 
24.06.14 The Director 
Engineering Services 
advised that Expressions 
of Interest close on Friday 
4 July 2014. 
11.09.2014 – Waiting for 
response. 
 

Director Engineering Services 

 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Does Council currently have a Carpenter on staff? 
Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 

 
24.06.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
Council do not currently 
have a Carpenter, however 
are interested in hiring one. 
Council’s current Building 
Maintenance Officer does 

General Manager 
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undertake small tasks in 
the main administration 
building. 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Coonabarabran to Mungindi Road 
Improvement Programme? 
Clr Greenaway 
 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 
24.06.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
Council have undertaken a 
feasibility study and are 
now waiting for response 
from Kevin Humphries MP 
who is coordinating the 
programme. Director of 
Engineering is to contact 
Mr Humphries to 
investigate where matter is 
up to. 
 
14.07.14 Discussed with  
Mayor  of Narrabri Shire 
Council on 7/7/2014  
regarding the project.  He 
will contact with Kevin 
Humphries for further  
updates. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/20 

 
1. That Council reject both Graincorp Walgett and Southern Game 
Meat Pty Ltd’s request to connect to the filtered water connection. 
2. Negotiate with the business houses to share the cost of upgrading 
the production capacity of the under construction filtration plant and 
meet the cost of pipe work. The pipe work has to comply with WSAA 
Water Supply Code of Australia 
3. Negotiate contract based water rates to these business houses to 
recover the cost of plant upgrading and extending the water mains to 
these business houses. 
 
Moved: Clr Cooper 
Seconded: Clr Keir 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

18.11.14 No further action 
required.  

Director Urban Infrastructure 
Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/21  

 
1. That the General Manager be authorised to take the necessary 
steps to resolve outstanding Title issues. 
2. That Council draft a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the 
development and exchange of the Neilly Street Carpark. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 

15.09.14 All owners 
contacted and in process 
of arranging transfers.  
21.10.14 Solicitors advise 
matter nearing resolution. 

General Manager 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/22 

1. That a detailed review of Council’s staff housing stock be carried 
out in the 2014/15 financial year with a view to preparing not only not 
only a routine maintenance programme but also a capital upgrade and 
replacement programme as well.  
2. Further that Council reaffirm the approach of transferring the 
income from any property sales to a cash backed reserve to provide 
for future property development. 
3. Council obtain quotes for upgrade of work to the 6 Vaughn Place 
property and undertake work as necessary. 
 

General 
Manager/Director 
Corporate Services 

14.07.14 Matter referred to 
Property Officer to obtain 
work schedule and cost. 
12.08.14 Awaiting report 
from builder.  
18.09.14 Review ongoing, 
tenders advertised for 
refurbishment of 6 Vaughn 
Place.  
10.10.14 Quotations being 

General Manager/Director 
Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 22
nd

 July 2014 

Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

obtained.  

22 July 2014 10/2014/16 

1.  That repairs to the existing lights on the western towers be 
undertaken at an estimated cost of $10,000 subject to unspent funds 
being brought forward from the 2013/2014 Parks and Reserves 
Capital Maintenance Vote. 
2. That an application be submitted under the Sport and Recreation 
Facility Development Program for 50% funding of a total upgrade of 
the Spider Brown Oval lights and if successful, that matching funding 
be provided from Parks and Reserves Capital Maintenance Vote in 
the 2015 / 2016 Budget. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

12.08.14 LRE to undertake 
lightning repairs.  
18.09.14 Work completed, 
funding program not yet 
open.  
10.10.14 Application being 
developed. Program open 
and closes on 31 October 
2014.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

The Lightning Ridge Bore Baths are currently closed for two hours in 
the morning for cleaning. Bore Baths users would prefer that this 
closure for cleaning takes place between 12:00pm and 2:00pm 
instead. Can this be investigated? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 
 
Clr Lane 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

12.08.14 Potential change 
of hours canvassed with 
regular users who oppose 
a change in hours. 
18.11.14 Not a feasible 
option. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

Can the Pilliga to Burren Junction road be graded? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
 
Clr Lane 

Director Engineering 
Services 

Completed on 08/09/2014 Director Engineering Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

There are parts of fencing, doors and windows missing from a house 
on the corner of Morilla and Gem Streets which looks untidy. Can 
Council issue an order for the property to be tidied up? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate 
 
Clr Lane 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

The residence is boarded 
up, ongoing investigation, 
monitoring by P&R staff is 
occurring currently. 
8/9/2014. . Owner has 
advised that unsecured 
buildings will be made 
secure. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

The change room floor at the Lightning Ridge Bore Baths becomes 
slippery and a user has fallen. There are also loose floor tiles and 
drainage issues. Can work be done to resolve these issues? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that the Property Officer is in 
the process of organising a non-slip flooring to be installed as an 
interim measure. 
 
Clr Woodcock 

General Manager 

12.08.14 Anti-slip coating 
purchased and to be 
applied by urban services 
staff.  
22.10.14 New tiles etc 
have been laid in men’s 
dressing shed. 

General Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26
th

 August 2014 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

The Outback Arts Committee has requested that a public meeting be 
held to discuss the future of the Lightning Ridge Arts and Crafts 
Committee. Can this be arranged? 
Response 
General Manager to investigate. 
 
Clr Keir 

General Manager 
15.09.14 Contact made 
with president AGM in 
November.  

General Manager 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

Does Council currently own a mobile kitchen? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that Council does own a mobile kitchen 
which is kept at the Depot. Some work will need to be done before it is 
able to be used. 
 
Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

12.08.14 Unit to be made 
roadworthy in first instance. 
18.09.15 Report to 
September meeting.  
10.10.14 Refurbishment of 
unit proceeding.  
18.11.14 Project on track.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

What is the progress of works to be undertaken at the Lightning Ridge 
IGA? 
Response  
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that propping 
has been put in place and an engineer has approved this propping. 
Council recently wrote to the IGA owner requesting information 
regarding permanent propping with no response. The Director 
Planning & Regulatory Services will follow up response. 
 
Clr Cooper 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Ongoing correspondence 

between Council and IGA 

owner relating to permeant 

propping, currently no 

indication as to when 

design shall be completed 

by Engineers.  

As at 7.11.14 ongoing 

correspondence between 

owner and Council.  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

22 July 2014 10/2014/24 

1. That Council receive and note the report and consider the waste 
management facilities opening hours. 
2.That Council conduct a consumer survey to establish the times 
consumers use the facilities to see if the actual hours of operation 
need to be varied rather than the length of time the facilities are open. 
3.That Council conduct an education campaign for the users of all 
waste management facilities within the Shire. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

12.08.14 Education 
campaign underway, 
potential survey to go out 
with next newsletter to 
residents.  
18.11.14 Education 
campaign progressing re 
illegal dumping.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/4 

 
That the General Manager investigate the most appropriate or 
opportune timing for withdrawal from the Weight of Loads Committee, 
and that Council advise the Weights of Loads Committee that Council 
will be withdrawing membership of the organisation at that time. 
 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 
15.09.14 Constitution to be 
reviewed to determine 
process required.  

General Manager 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

50 
 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/11 

 
1. That Council receive and note the General Manager’s Report in 
respect of fund balances held at 30 June 2014 this report, confirm the 
amount of $4213641.52 shown as internally restricted reserves and 
endorse the carried forward expenditure of $828,052.00 (General 
Fund), $274,110.00 (Water Funds),$350,000.00 (Sewerage Funds) 
and $69,607 (Waste Funds). 
 
2. Further, that a report be prepared outlining what courses of action 
are available to Council  
to utilise Minor Fund surpluses  to address Council’s infrastructure 
backlog and improve its 
future sustainability. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 

1. No further action 
required. 
2. Currently being 
investigated.  

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/12 

 
That Council convene a meeting of all the stakeholders involved with 
the Lightning Ridge Racecourse and Spider Brown Oval Complex to 
agree on a list of projects to be undertaken and then setting a 
reasonable time frame in which to prepare at strategic plan for the 
complex in order to both attract funding and carry out the works 
involved. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 
15.09.14 Meetings held 
report to September 
meeting.  

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/13 

 
That That Council consider the revised draft Memorandum of 
Understanding and determine whether or not it is keen on proceeding 
with the concept and, if so, how to best further the development of the 
‘whole of community” in partnership with key local organisations. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 

15.09.14 MOU discussions 
arranged.  
22.10.14 Discussions 
ongoing.  

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/17 

 
1.The Draft Annual Financial Reports for 2013/2014 be referred to 
Council’s Auditor. 
2.The Mayor, another Councillor, the General Manager and Finance 
Manager be authorised to sign the necessary Financial Statements. 
3.On receipt of the Audited Report, a copy be forwarded to the 
Department of Local Government and the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics. 
4.Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to set the 
date at which the Auditor’s report and the Financial Statements be 
presented to the public, additionally be reviewed/adopted by Council 
formally as required, subject to Section 418 of the Local Government 
Act 1993 requirements. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Woodcock 

Director Corporate 
Services/General 
Manager 

18.09.14 Auditors were on 
site week of 8 September 
including review of initial 
draft statements.  
10.10.14 Final adjustments 
to statements proceeding. 
7.11.14 Statements 
finalised and lodged with 
Office Local Government.  

Director Corporate 
Services/General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/21 

 
That Council advise the Burren Junction community that if a 
partnership arrangement can be established between the Burren 
Junction community and the Department of Education with regards to 
the Burren Junction School of Arts Hall, Council will; 

Director Corporate 
Services 

Meeting at Burren Junction 
held 17.09.14 
10.10.14 Further 
community meeting held 
17.09.14. Scope of works 

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23

rd
 September 2014 

1. Consider re-opening the main hall for restricted use after 
completing repairs estimated to cost $67,000 including the 
replacement of guttering. 
2. Hold a further community meeting at Burren Junction on Thursday 
17 September 2014 at 5:30pm at the Burren Junction RSL. 
3. Apply for heritage funding grants to carry out necessary renovations 
to the hall.  
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

to be developed by working 
group before meeting at 
Burren Junction.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing on schedule. 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/35 

 
1. That the Mayor and General Manager be delegated authority to 
accept offers for Lot 157 DP 882747, and Lot 156 DP 882747 in 
Council’s Industrial Subdivision, and that any necessary 
documentation be executed under the Common Seal of Council.  
2. That the proceeds of sale be transferred to Council’s Property 
Development Reserve.  
 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

General Manager 
15.09.14 Negotiations 
continuing.  

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/14 

 
1.Council operations close for the three days Monday 29th to 
Wednesday 31st inclusive and Friday 2 January 2015 and the General 
Manager make satisfactory arrangements for the maintenance of 
essential services and provision of emergency call out services. 
2.The closedown be effectively notified to residents along with details 
of essential service and emergency call out arrangements. 
3. Note the Outdoor Staff shutdown period from Friday 19 December, 
2014 to Monday 12 January 2015. 
 
Moved: Clr Cooper   
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 
24.09.14 Action to initiate 
closedowns etc have been 
finalised.   

General Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
17.11.14 Completed 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/17 

 
1. As the Lightning Ridge Bore Baths perimeter fencing has now been 
completed at a cost of $ 23,030 providing a saving of $16,970 that this 
amount be transferred to the Contingency Account in 2014/15. 
2. In turn, that an amount of $8,000 (est) be transferred from the 
Contingency Account to undertake the urgent improvement works to 
the Lightning Ridge Bore Baths change rooms, showers and toilets.  
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 
30.09.14 Appropriate 
provisions being made in 
1

st
 QTR QBRS  

General Manager 

 
 
 
 
18.11.14 Completed 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/18 

 
1. That Council adopt a budget of $35,100 to carry out the works 
identified above within the current year and that appropriate 
amendments be made to the 2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget in 
conjunction with the September, 2014 QBRS. 
And further that Council’s Asset Management staff work with key 

Director Corporate 
Services 

18.11.14 To be included in 
September QBRS.  

Director Corporate Services 
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stakeholders to prepare a strategic plan for the complex which 
includes detailed cost estimates and identifies funding sources for the 
proposed capital works programme 
 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/19 

 
1. That Council adopt the following roster for the Lions Park Lightning 
Ridge Sunday Markets: 
Dates      Event Co-ordinator 
1st Sunday of Every Month  Lightning Ridge 
Community Radio Inc. 
2nd Sunday of Every Month  United Hospital 
Auxiliary  
3rd Sunday of Every Month  Royal Flying Doctor 
Service 
4th Sunday of Every Month  Historical Society 
Trust/LR Mens’ Shed 
5th  Sunday of every Month (2 p.a.) Rotary Club of 
Lightning Ridge  
2. Further that the Historical Society Trust share its allocated date with 
the Lightning Ridge Mens’ Shed group who would undertake the BBQ 
on behalf of the Trust and that on any month were there wasn’t a fifth 
Sunday that the Historical Society Trust and Rotary Club of Lightning 
Ridge would share the 4th Sunday rotating alternatively. 
3. It is also a condition that dogs not be allowed to be taken to the 
Sunday Markets. 
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 

24.09.14 Regulatory signs 
in place. 
22.10.14 Advice of market 
arrangements to be 
circulated.  

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/22 

 
That Council consider inviting local residents to register their interest 
in participating drought relief employment projects as a means to 
being able to justify the funding for such projects. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General Manager 
22.10.14 Advertisements, 
forms and press releases 
being drafted.  

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/24 

 
1.That the Council accept the $20,000 grant offered by the NSW 
Government of Communities Sport and Recreation Grant Funding for 
the upgrade of the Lightning Ridge netball courts lighting and; 
2.That provision be made in the September QBRS for the project 
funding of $40,000 to  be offset by grant income of $20,000 (bet cost 
$20,000) and Council’s contribution being by way of transfer from the 
Recreation and Capital Maintenance Vote.  
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

10.10.14 Project to be 
progressed in accordance 
with Council resolution.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/25 

 
That: 
1. Council note the content of the report. 
2. A hire charge of $100 per day be set for use of the unit. 
3. The unit is only available for hire by community organisation. 
4 The hire income be receipted into the general ledger and that 
income be journaled back to the plant fund. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

10.10.14 Arrangements 
progressing and hire form 
being developed.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing. 

Director Corporate Services 
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5. That the hire charge for functions held at the Burren Junction Hall 
be covered by Council during the period that the Burren Junction Hall 
kitchen is unavailable. 
6. That a bond of $200 be set for the use of the unit. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/26 

 
1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2. That the quotation from Douglas Bros for supply and installation of 
new front fence at the Walgett Masonic Lodge at an estimated cost of 
$7,700.00 be accepted and that it be funded from B/L 11.03056.4081 
Recreation and Culture Capital Maintenance. 
      
       
Moved: Clr Lane   
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

10.10.14 Project 
proceeding and DA lodged.  
18.11.14 DA approved, 
awaiting contractor.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/35 

 
That Council endorse the recommendation to remove three Athol 
Pines trees from Opal Street Lightning Ridge. And further; 
1. Suitable trees are planted to replace the Athol Pine Trees  
2. An irrigation system be installed to water the replacement trees.  
3. Council advertise for quotations to remove the 3 Athol Pine trees. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Martinez 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

22.10.14 Project underway 
18.11.14 Project to be 
undertaken by A1 Tree 
Services, completion date 
15 December 2014.   

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Opal FM have been unsuccessful in obtaining ongoing funding. Can 
Council look into giving financial assistance to Opal FM? 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
23.09.14 GM requested 
further info from Opal FM 

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

The Black Queen in Lightning Ridge will shortly be closing. Can 
Council give assistance to the Black Queen in order for them to stay 
open? 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
24.09.14 General Manager 
to contact owners. 

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a report be prepared for the next meeting regarding how many 
Grants Officers does Council currently have and how many grants 
were applied for and received in the last 2 months? 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
23.10.14 Report deferred 
until November meeting.  

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a report be prepared for the next meeting regarding an update for 
on the Council Tourism Brochure? 
Clr Lane 

General Manager 

22.10.14 New brochure in 
draft format. Report 
delayed until November 
meeting.  

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

There is a drainage issue in Peel Street, Walgett between Arthur and 
Euroka Streets with water and scum in the gutters. Can this be 
investigated? 
Clr Cooper 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

18.11.14 Investigation 
complete, pipe and bits to 
be installed.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 
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23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

The Carinda to Walgett Road is in poor condition where geotextile has 
been applied. Can this be investigated? 
Clr Cooper 

Director Engineering 
Services 

11.11.2014 – Work has 
commenced. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Could the lack of drainage on the western side of Narran Street in 
Collarenebri be investigated? 
Clr Greenaway 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

17.11.14 Report to the 
December Council 
meeting.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

23 September 

2014 

Qs next 

meeting 

Ratepayers have reported that they are not receiving replies to their 
emails and letters to Council. Could this be investigated? 
Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 

Services 

10.10.14 Coordinator 
Information Services 
requested to ensure 
acknowledgement 
protocols remain in place. 
18.11.14 Arrangements are 
in place.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Why did Council not use a contractor for the works being carried out 
on the Gundabloui Road and instead have Council staff travel to and 
from the site every day? 
Clr Greenaway 

Director Engineering 
Services 

23.09.14  The Director 
Engineering Services 
advised that Council staff 
were not travelling to and 
from the site each day, 
instead they remained in 
the area and received a 
Camping Allowance. 
Council staff were engaged 
to undertake the work as 
they were suitably skilled. 
However, towards the end 
of the project some issues 
arose which resulted in 
staff having to travel. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

There are a high number of wandering dogs in Lightning Ridge. Can 
this be investigated? 
Clr Martinez 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 
26.09.14 Acting Director 
requested Council’s 
Ranger to undertake 
increased regular patrols in 
Lightning Ridge. 
7.11.14 Completed with 
ongoing surveillance by 
Council’s Regulatory 
Officer. 
 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

About 50% of the trees in Pandora Street Lightning Ridge have died 
due to drought. Can Council ensure that the remaining trees are 
adequately watered? 
Clr Martinez 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

18.11.14 Watering of trees 
in Pandora Street taking 
place twice a week on 
Mondays and Thursdays.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28
 
October 2014 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/13 

1. That a community meeting be held in Carinda to discuss the 
operation of the Carinda Pool. 
2.That following the community meeting the General Manager and 
Mayor be delegated authority to take appropriate action.  
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Corporate 
Services 

18.11.14 Meeting held and 
local contact is Carinda 
Service Station.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/15 

1.Note the response letter dated 25 September 2014 from NSW 
Crown Lands indicating that it has no objection to the establishment of 
an off-leash area for dogs at Lightning Ridge, within Crown Reserve 
R84117 for public recreation and a racecourse. 
2.Proceed with the establishment of an off-leash area for dogs at 
Lightning Ridge, within Crown Reserve R84117 for public recreation 
and a racecourse, over the area shown in Attachment A. 
3.Request the General Manager to make arrangements for the 
erection of appropriate signage for the off leash area. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

7.11.14 Email sent asking 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure to action 
resolution.  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/16 

1.Disperse $9,533 from the Walgett Shire Council Local Heritage 
Fund 2014-2015 in the following manner: 
(a) $2,500 to Brian and Kay Gibbons to stabilise the external 
bathroom at Moongulla, Collarenebri. 
(b) 1,700 to Anglican Parish of Coonamble to replace windows (stage 
1) at the St John the Evangelist Church at Carinda. 
(c) $250 to Anglican Parish of Collarenebri upgrade roof drainage on 
St Johns Anglican Church at  Collarenebri. 
(d) $3,345 to Anglican Parish of Coonamble to paint the exterior of St 
Peters Anglican Church, Walgett. 
(e) $1,738 to Lightning Ridge Community Church to replace the mains 
electrical connection of St Peters in the Pines Anglican Church, 
Cumborah. 
2. That Council make an application for a Local Heritage Fund grant 
for the Burren Junction Hall upgrade project. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

1. Grant offer letters sent 
29.10.14 
2. In progress 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Completed 29.10.14 
2. In progress 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/18 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Note the letter dated 9 September 2014 from NSW Trade and 
Investment seeking Council’s comments on an application by Tony 
Cummings for a Western Lands Lease for Business Purposes over 
Part Lot 1952 DP 763834 (Sheepyard Inn) in the Grawin Opal Fields 
locality. 
2. Write to the Department of Primary Industries and state that Walgett 
Shire Council has no objection to granting of a Western Lands Lease 
for Business Purposes (hotel) of up to 3200 square metres over Part 
Lot 1952 DP 763834 (Sheepyard Inn). 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock   
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Letter sent 3 November 

2014, to  
Bruce Flood 
Property Services Officer 
Crown Lands Division 
(West Region) 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
 
 
 
 
Completed 03.11.14 
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28 October 
2014 

13/2014/23 

That Council receive and approves the proposed School Bus Routes. 
  
Moved :Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Martinez 

Director Engineering 
Services 

No further action is 
required 

Director Engineering Services 

 
 
Completed on 29.10.2014 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/25 

1. That rear to kerb parking in Morilla Street is retained  
2. That bus stop parking hours include no bus parking between the 
hours of 6:00pm and 9:00pm. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Martinez 

Director Engineering 
Services 

No further action is 
required 

Director Engineering Services 

 
 
Completed on 29.10.2014 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

The Lightning Ridge Bore Baths outside shower block may have a 
blocked sump. Can this be investigated? 
Clr Taylor 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

17.11.14 Acting Director 
requested staff inspect 
shower block, who did not 
find a blockage. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 
 
17.11.14 Completed 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council ensure that regular tree watering in Lightning Ridge takes 
place? Can the Rural Fire Service assist if needed? 
Clr Taylor 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

17.11.14 Regular tree 
watering occurring, twice 
weekly basis, usually on 
Monday and Thursday.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the road verges on roads across the Shire be slashed? If it is not 
Council’s responsibility to do so, can Council request the Roads and 
Maritimes Services undertake the slashing? 
Clr Taylor 

Director Engineering 
Services 

Work is in progress Director Engineering Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the position regarding Hudson Pear eradication funding? 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
3.11.14 Report being 
prepared for November 
Council meeting.  

General Manager 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the area around the Walgett landfill be cleaned as there is some 
rubbish in the area? 
Clr Murray 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 
 
Completed on 3.11.14 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Properties in Walgett appear to not be watering their lawns. Is this a 
raw water pricing issue? 
Clr Murray 

Director Corporate 
Services 

18.11.14 Analysis of issue 
yet to be determined.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a roundabout be put in place in Fox Street near the BP? 
Clr Murray 

Director Engineering 
Services 

28.10.14 Council is to 
forward the request to the 
Local Area Traffic 
Committee Meeting for 
consideration. 

Director Engineering Services 
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28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

The Lightning Ridge soccer fields are patchy and there are burrs 
present. Can this be investigated? 
Clr Martinez 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

18.11.14 Spraying burrs 
took place on 17.11.14 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of updating the Council Chambers honour 
boards? 
Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

28.10.14 The Director 
Corporate Services 
advised that the 
Administrative Services 
Officer is currently 
undertaking historical 
research for this project. 
Once this has been 
completed a report will be 
provided to Council. 
18.11.14 Matter 
progressing. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

There are potholes in the lane between Onyx and Brilliant Streets in 
Lightning Ridge. Can this be investigated? 
Clr Woodcock 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

18.11.14 Work planned to 
start week starting 
24.11.14 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge IGA matter? 
Clr Woodcock 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Letter sent 16 October 
2014 requesting 
confirmation of who has 
been appointed as the 
engineer and expected 
time frame for completion 
of permanent remediation 
works. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge Arts and Crafts Council? 
Clr Woodcock 

General Manager 

28.10.14 The General 
Manager advised that the 
Arts and Crafts Council is 
holding its annual general 
meeting in November and 
further information should 
be available following the 
meeting 

General Manager 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of Mark Walsh’s letter to Council regarding funds 
for the Lightning Ridge Bore Baths? 
Clr Woodcock 

General Manager 

28.10.14 The General 
Manager advised that he is 
currently reviewing letter. 
18.11.14 Letter forwarded 
to Mark Walsh in relation to 

possible funding. 

General Manager 

 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/28 

1. That Council accept the tender from Talkware in the sum of 
$136,230.00 for the supply and installation of a Unified 
Communications system in accordance with the tender specification 
and the tender response. 
2. That Council proceed with upgrading and replacing the current 
cable network infrastructure and that quotations be invited for this 
work. 
3. That and amount of $10,000 be transferred from Budget 
11.03823.2336 (computer equipment replacement) to Budget 
11.03823.3923 (telephone system upgrade). 

Director Corporate 
Services 

18.11.14 Project on 
schedule 

Director Corporate Services 
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Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/29 

That the quotation from A1 Pest Control in the sum of $15,785 
including GST for the provision of an annual pest control services in 
accordance with the council specification be accepted. 
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director Corporate 
Services 

18.11.14 Contractor 
engaged.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/30 

It is recommended that Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Note the letter dated 30th September 2014 from Mr Andrew Kerr 
requesting  Council’s support to establish a Permanent Practical 
access. 
2.Note the correspondence received on 19th September and 1st 
October 2014 from  Crown Lands regarding the proposal to close 
Crown Roads within the Walgett Shire. 
3.Respond to Crown Lands indicating that Walgett Shire Council: 
(a)Has not, and does not intend to, maintain any Shire Roads within 
the Crown Road Corridors proposed to be closed, 
(b) Has no objection to the proposed Crown Road closures and 
wishes to relinquish control of any relevant roads. 
(c)Notes that Mr Andrew Kerr is seeking ongoing legal access from 
the “Merndah” homestead to the Castlereagh Highway.  It is Council’s 
understanding that this should be able to be achieved via relevant 
Crown Roads remaining in place, a “right of way” or a similar 
mechanism. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded Clr Keir 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crown Lands advised 
29.11.14, Kerrs notified 
30/11/14.  Director 
Planning & Regulatory 
Services  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed 30.11.14. 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/31 

That Council advise the Walgett IGA certifier that the external shutters 
do not meet the conditions of development consent.  
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Letter sent 29/10/2014 
Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
 
Completed 29.10.14  

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/32 

That Council prepare a list of questions/issues to be raised at both the 
meeting on 12 November, 2014 and the forum to be held in Cobar on 
2 December, 2014. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 
11.11.14 List of issues 
prepared.  

General Manager 

 
 
11.11.14 List of issues 
prepared 



LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEKLY RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT NSW – NOVEMBER 2014 

 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 
 

 
Summary: 

 
 Copies of weekly circulars numbers 41-43 received from Local Government NSW since the 

October Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  
 

Background: 
 

The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of Councillors: 

 
Issue 41 
 
Item 3: LGNSW Annual Conference – Record of Decisions 
Item 4: NSW Local Government HR Metrics Benchmarking Reports 
Item 8: Child-Safe Sports Sessions – October and November 2014 
Item 13: Inaugural Mayor’s Weekend – Sydney in November 
 
 
Issue 42 
 
Item 3: Asbestos Awareness Month Starts Tomorrow 
Item 5: Successful Implementation of Policy Initiatives – Guide Available 
Item 6: LGNSW 2014-2015 Remuneration Survey – Invitation to Participate 
Item 10: Agricultural Competitiveness Green Paper 
Item 15: Local Infrastructure Renewal Scheme – Round Three Outcomes 
Item 19: Regional Aviation Services Report Released 
 
 
Issue 43 
 
Item 10: New Flying-fox Camp Management Policy for Comment 
Item 15: Fixing Country Roads – Councils Called to Submit Full Applications 
 
 
Current Position: 

 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any 
matters of interest with the General Manager prior to the Meeting. Staff also have the task of 
following up and lodging application for grant funding where funding for Council projects may 
be available. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 

Nil 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and 
keep abreast of Local Government issues occurring at Industry level. 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Legal Issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Not Applicable 

 
Conclusion: 

 
Both Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to consider the contents of the various 
circulars and determine what action, if any, needs to be taken. 

 

Circulars Received from the Local Government NSW  

 
Recommendation: 

 
That the information contained in the weekly circulars numbers 41 – 43 from the Local 
Government NSW be received and noted. 

 
Moved:    
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT – NOVEMBER 2014 

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Copies of circulars received 14-28 to 14-30 from the Local Government Division Department 
of Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 

 
Background: 

 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of councillors: 
 
Circular 14-28:  Release of Fit for the Future Self-Assessment Tool, Templates and 
   Guidance Material 
Circular 14-29: Sale and Lease Provisions for Properties with Swimming Pools  
   Commence on 29 April 2015 
Circular 14-30: Announcement of Joint Organisation Pilots 
 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 

 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors 
under separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on 
Local Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  

 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
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Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government – November 2014  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 14-28 to 14-30 from 
the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  

 
Attachments: 
 
Circulars 14-28 to14-30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

63 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

64 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

65 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

66 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

67 
 

MONTHLY CALENDAR – NOVEMBER 2014 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Monthly calendar of Council activities. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly 
in-house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff 
to plan their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when 
they have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send 
meeting notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is 
received meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar 
and the representative(s) names flagged. 

 
Current Position: 
 
The calendar for the months of November 2014 to January 2015 is attached. Councillors are 
requested to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming 
community or councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

Not applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 

 

Monthly Calendar – November 2014 to January 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period November 2014 to 
January 2015. 
 
Moved:    
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
  
Calendar for October 2014 to January 2015



November 2014 
 

  

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Sat 1 Nov    

Sun 2 Nov    

Mon 3 Nov    

Tues 4 Nov    

Weds 5 Nov    

Thurs 6 Nov 10:00am Walgett LEMC Meeting – Council Chambers General Manager  

Fri 7 Nov    

Sat 8 Nov    

Sun 9 Nov    

Mon 10 Nov    

Tues 11 Nov    

Weds 12 Nov 9:00am Fit for Future Discussions – Walgett 
All Councillors and Senior 

Management Staff 

Thurs 13 Nov    

Fri 14 Nov    

Sat 15 Nov    

Sun 16 Nov    

Mon 17 Nov    

Tues 18 Nov    

Weds 19 Nov    

Thurs 20 Nov    

Fri 21 Nov 9:00am OROC Meeting - Dubbo General Manager & Mayor 

Sat 22 Nov    

Sun 23 Nov    

Mon 24 Nov    

Tues 25 Nov 10:00am Council Meeting – Burren Junction All Directors & Councillors 

Weds 26 Nov    

Thurs 27 Nov TBC 
Barwon Darling CWAG - Narrabri 

HACC Meeting - Walgett 

General Manager 

Clr Keir 

Fri 28 Nov    

Sat 29 Nov    

Sun 30 Nov    



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

70 
 

December 2014 
 

  

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Mon 1 Dec 6:30pm Combined Churches Carols in the Park Walgett Councillor - TBC 

Tues 2 Dec 9:00am Fit for the Future Meeting – Cobar Mayor, Deputy Mayor & General Manager 

Weds 3 Dec 9:00am Fit for the Future Workshop - Dubbo Mayor, Deputy Mayor & General Manager 

Thurs 4 Dec    

Fri 5 Dec 9:00am 
REMC Meeting – Dubbo (Farewell REMO) 

Outback Arts Meeting - Coonamble 

General Manager 

Clr Keir 

Sat 6 Dec    

Sun 7 Dec    

Mon 8 Dec    

Tues 9 Dec 8:00am GM Performance Review All Councillors 

Weds 10 Dec    

Thurs 11 Dec 10:00am Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting – Walgett 
Director Engineering Services, 

Clrs Keir, Martinez and 
Woodcock 

Fri 12 Dec  TBA West Tamworth Rotary Community Functions Walgett Community 

Sat 13 Dec    

Sun 14 Dec    

Mon 15 Dec    

Tues 16 Dec 10:00am Council Meeting – Walgett All Directors & Councillors 

Weds 17 Dec 10:00am 
CMCC Meeting – Coonamble 

NWSP Cooperative Library Meeting - Moree 

General Manager, Clr 
Woodcock, Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate Services, 
Clr Keir 

Thurs 18 Dec TBC HACC Meeting – Walgett Clr Keir 

Fri 19 Dec  Outdoor Staff Closedown   

Sat 20 Dec    

Sun 21 Dec    

Mon 22 Dec    

Tues 23 Dec    

Weds 24 Dec    

Thurs 25 Dec  Christmas Day  

Fri 26 Dec  Boxing Day  

Sat 27 Dec    

Sun 28 Dec    

Mon 28 Dec  Council Office Closed  

Tues 30 Dec  Council Office Closed  

Weds 31 Dec  Council Office Closed  
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January 2015 

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Thurs 1 Jan    

Fri 2 Jan    

Sat 3 Jan    

Sun 4 Jan    

Mon 5 Jan    

Tues 6 Jan    

Weds 7 Jan    

Thurs 8 Jan    

Fri 9 Jan    

Sat 10 Jan    

Sun 11 Jan    

Mon 12 Jan    

Tues 13 Jan    

Weds 14 Jan    

Thurs 15 Jan    

Fri 16 Jan    

Sat 17 Jan    

Sun 18 Jan    

Mon 19 Jan    

Tues 20 Jan    

Weds 21 Jan    

Thurs 22 Jan    

Fri 23 Jan    

Sat 24 Jan    

Sun 25 Jan TBC Australia Day Celebrations - Walgett  

Mon 26 Jan    

Tues 27 Jan    

Weds 28 Jan    

Thurs 29 Jan    

Fri 30 Jan    

Sat 31 Jan    
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NATIONAL STRONGER REGIONS FUND – MAINSTREET 
MAKEOVERS 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   000/000 
 

 
Summary: 
 
To enable Council to endorse action being taken to lodge an application for the National 
Stronger Regions Fund. 
 
Background: 
 
Applications for the National Stronger Regions Fund were called on 01 October 2014 and 
close on 28 November 2014.  
 
Because of the short lead time in submitting an application, it is recommended that Council 
update and re-lodge the concept put forward for Round 3 and Round 5 of the Regional 
Development Australia Fund – “Walgett Shire – Main Street Makeovers”.    
 
Current Position: 
 
The following case study explains the logic behind Council’s application. 
   

CASE STUDY - WALGETT SHIRE - MAINSTREET MAKEOVERS 
 
Walgett Shire Council wishes to undertake major “main street” upgrade programmes in its 
three main towns of Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge and Walgett.  All three towns have been 
impacted in recent years by severe drought and the withdrawal of government services 
which has in turn contributed to diminished employment prospects, loss in population and 
gradual downsizing of the local commercial sectors in each location.   
At the same time social problems as a result of poor literacy and numeracy levels, 
unemployment and drug and alcohol dependence have contributed to social problems and a 
general loss of amenity within each “town centre.”  This, in turn, further impacts on the 
viability and sustainability of local business and the local economy in each town.  
 
WHO: 
The ability to undertake main street upgrade programmes with the assistance of National 
Stronger Regions Funding would assist in giving these communities a greater focus and 
amenity. 
Council wishes to implement a programme to progressively upgrade the appearance of the 
main streets in each of the three centres as this has been identified by each of the 
communities as one of the most effective, ongoing ways of addressing a range of economic 
and community in each centre in both the short and longer term. 
Council has been working with a number of State and Federal Agencies through NSW 
Premier and Cabinet to better co-ordinate and target services to the objectives and 
strategies identified in Council’s ten year Community Strategic Plan. 
At the same time, Council has enlisted the support and active involvement by a range of 
local organisations including Local Aboriginal Land Councils, Community Working Parties, 
service organisations coupled with leading local identities and business houses.  
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WHAT: 
The project involves the laying of pavers in the main CBD of each town, coupled with 
extensive landscaping/beautification through the replacement of existing flower beds and 
poor stormwater drainage with more suitable garden beds, kerb and gutters, safety bollards, 
storm water drainage, underground irrigation and more appropriate and hardy native street 
trees.  
At the same time, an extensive makeover of main street commercial premises involving 
replacement of existing bars on windows and doors with modern more effective and efficient 
security screening, an upgrade of the existing CCTV in Walgett and painting of premises in 
appropriate colours would be undertaken through a partnership with property owners, a 
leading paint company and security/insurance service providers.  
A more inviting atmosphere would be created for passing tourists by the erection of a series 
of banner poles at the main entrances to each CBD and the provision of permanent banner 
brackets along the entire length of each CBD to hold flags and promotional banners 
advertising local events and attractions which would be changed at regular intervals 
throughout the year. 
 
HOW: 
By initiating a raft of town beautification, economic development, employment generation 
and tourism strategies as part of an overall “Main Street Makeover Project” over a five year 
timeframe, local employment and business prospects will be considerably enhanced.  
As an example, this would involve Walgett Shire establishing a construction/maintenance 
team of three people in each of the three towns. Nine new full-time equivalent jobs would be 
created to undertake paving, landscaping, irrigation and other town beautification projects.   
It is envisaged that approximately 30% of these positions would be targeted at local youth 
who would be encouraged to take up training opportunities by way of apprenticeships and 
traineeships. 
At the same time, other small business and employment opportunities would be created in 
the commercial sector to undertake ongoing building upgrades including new security 
measures encouraging “taking down the bars,” provision of modern security screening, 
painting and building maintenance.  
Local businesses, which would also be supported during the construction process by the 
purchase of materials and equipment, would be encouraged to also provide employment 
opportunities for local youth. 
Council estimates that during the construction phase some $150,000 will be injected into the 
local economy of each town and this will translate to an ongoing amount of $50,000 
annually.  
 
WHY: 
Like most smaller, more isolated centres the major population centres in Walgett Shire of 
Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge and Walgett are all experiencing ongoing financial hardship as 
a result of the severe drought and the gradual withdrawal of State and Federal Government 
Services over the last ten to twenty years which has seen the population of each centre also 
diminishing impacting directly on the economic viability of each town.  
Providing attractive commercial business districts in each town will boost the economic 
sustainability of existing small business operators reducing the likelihood of any further 
closures and also provide new stimulus for the further development of the developing 
tourism sector which will be the lifeblood of such centres in the years ahead. 
Each centre also has a large Aboriginal population.  There is a need to focus on alleviating 
ongoing disadvantage and social issues through increased local amenity by developing and 
expanding business, enhanced employment prospects for our diverse communities in each 
town. 
Council believes that there is a need to simultaneously address the economic viability and 
sustainability in the three towns identified.  However, as a smaller, more remote local  
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government authority Walgett Shire does not have the financial resources to achieve this 
outcome alone. It is intended that the National Stronger Regions Funding will be matched 
where appropriate by Council’s own funds or those of other agencies to fast track the 
community’s identified objectives in the Community Strategic Plan for the town centres in 
each town to be improved. 
 
WHEN: 
The project consists of a five year programme commencing 1 July 2015 to be completed by 
30 June 2020. Milestones are to be identified for each financial year with paving, kerb and 
gutter and irrigation elements being targeted as first priority for completion by 30 September 
2015. Landscaping would be completed by 31 January 2016 and tree planting finalised by 
April 2016. 
Provision of banner poles and brackets, coupled with upgraded CCTV infrastructure would 
be completed by 30 September 2017. 
Local business houses would be encouraged to improved building security in year 1 with a 
start to “taking down the bars” being made by 28 February 2015. Repainting of premises 
would also be undertaken on an “opportunity basis” commencing in the first year of the 
project. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
National Stronger Regions Fund Guidelines  
 
Governance issues: 
 
There is always some conjecture as to whether or not applications for projects should be 
lodged for major infrastructure grants without proper planning and the identification of whole 
of life and recurrent maintenance costs. However, in this instance it is believed these costs 
are entirely manageable within Council’s existing budget allocations or with some minor fine 
tuning of existing allocations. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Any environmental issues will be fully developed if and when the project is formally approved 
for grant funding. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire 
Communities of Lightning Ridge, Collarenebri and Walgett 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council currently has $160,000 allocated for each of the three identified towns. The funding 
gained through the National Stronger Regions fund will supplement this, to make the later 
stages of the project viable.  
Contributions would be sought from the commercial sector and other government agencies.  
This breakdown of in kind/agency support could increase offsetting Council’s contribution as 
the project proceeds.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Not apply and fund this concept from Council’s own funds over a longer period 
Lodge an application for an alternative project.  However, time constraints would make it  
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very difficult to lodge an appropriate application that would meet the Round 5 criteria. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The opportunity is being taken to prepare an application which will involve a number of 
elements in relation to the upgrade of the main streets in our three main towns of 
Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge and Walgett.  It is recommended that the action being in 
preparing and submitting the application be endorsed. 
 

National Stronger Regions Fund – Expression of Interest – Main Street Makeovers 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the action being  taken by the General Manager in preparing and submitting an 
application for  National Stronger Regions Fund – “Main Street Makeovers” be endorsed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
FROM GENERAL MANAGER – OCTOBER 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 

FILE NUMBER:   000/000 
 

 
1. Restart NSW Water Security for Regions Funding – Walgett Weir Fishway 

 
Council submitted an Expression of Interest for funding for the Walgett Weir Fishway 
Project as part of the Restart NSW Water Security for Regions 2014-2015 Fund.  
 
Council is now proceeding with the previously approved project to upgrade the 
Walgett Weir by raising the wall by 1 metre and also develop a Fish Hatchery at a 
suitable location. Correspondence from Infrastructure NSW advises that the project 
was unsuccessful as other projects submitted were of a higher priority for shortlisting 
for funding in this round. A list of the shortlisted projects is available from the 
Infrastructure NSW website www.insw.com.  

 
2. New Shire Wide Tourism Brochure 

The new Shire Wide Tourism Brochure will go to the printers in January, 2015 and be 

launched by the end of February, 2015. 70,000 brochures are being printed with 

provision for a run on of 30,000 copies. It is anticipated the brochure stock will last 

two years before reprinting is necessary. 

At present there is reluctance by some advertisers in the Lightning Ridge area to take 

out paid advertisements and this matter will be raised with the Lightning Ridge 

Tourism Association early next week. Prospective advertisers will also be canvassed 

a second time. 

3. Opal FM – Funding Position  

4.  Black Queen Tourist Facility 

The operators of the Black Queen Tourist Facility at Lightning Ridge have ceased 

operations for the summer months in accordance with their standard practice and are 

said to be staying in Sydney.  It has not been possible as yet to determine what their 

future intentions with regards the facility will be, whether they will relocate the 

attraction or put it up for sale.  Council staff will continue to endeavor to contact the 

operators and determine what assistance can be offered to retain the attraction in 

Lightning Ridge.  

5. Hudson Pear Funding 

Hudson Pear funding at Lightning Ridge is the responsibility of the Castlereagh 

Macquarie County Council in its capacity as the Local Control Authority for noxious 

weed control in the five shires which constitute it. 

The County Council has sourced ongoing funding for control programmes from 

various sources and has also instituted the reformation of the Hudson Pear Task.  An 

http://www.insw.com/
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amount of $25,000 has now been sourced through the North West LLS in addition to 

funds secured in 2013/14.  Some funding has also been sourced for local miners’ 

associations to also carryout control programmes, but this will be subject to more 

strict monitoring conditions. 

The Strategic/Risk Analysis is now in final draft form and is expected to be signed off 

shortly. This analysis is expected to be the basis for all future control 

initiatives/programmes.  

6. PCYC Facility – Appointment of Manager 

Advice is to hand that M/s Amanda Cheal has been appointed to the position of 

PCYC Manager and will take up the appointment early in the New Year. Council is 

seeking advice as to when the demountable building to be used as part of the PCYC 

facility will be relocated to Walgett.  Council has offered to make its staff available to 

undertake an inspection of the building prior to relocation if required. 

7.  Lightning Ridge Arts and Crafts – Annual General Meeting 

The long awaited Annual General Meeting of the Lightning Ridge Arts and Crafts 

Centre has been scheduled for Sunday 23 November, 2014 commencing at 3:00pm 

at the Centre in Pandora Street, Lightning Ridge. 

The current President has flagged an intention to seek re-election. 

8. REMC – Desktop Planning Exercise 

Councillors are advised that the Central West Region Emergency Management 

Committee will be conducting a desk top exercise at its meeting on Friday 5 

December, 2014 “Exercise Castlereagh” which will involve simulated accident on the 

Castlereagh Highway at Angledool involving a tourist coach and a stock transport. 

9. Supplementary Reports 

Supplementary reports in respect of the following are currently in preparation and will 

be circulated prior to the meeting:  

(i) Grants and grants officer concept 

(ii) Cost of running all sporting facilities within the Walgett Shire 

(iii) Review of Shire Wide services running costs 

(iv) Asbestos disposal at the Walgett Landfill. 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only General Manager 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed for brief mention or information is received, noted and 

endorsed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460-03 

  
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as 
at 31 October 2014. 
 
Background: 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth 
Bank and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the 
account at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As at 31 October 2014 the operational bank account’s balance was $924,217.08. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

 
 
1 Term Deposit was recalled to the value of $500,000.00. 
No new Term Deposits were made. 
3 transfers were made from the BOS account to the value of $1,700,000.00.  
No transfers were made to the BOS account.  
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As at 31 October 2014 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$16,000,000.00. The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
Term Deposits       $16,000,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $                0.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market values at 30 
September 2014 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. The CDO’s are at a N/A value. Legal 
proceedings against Lehman Brothers are in progress to reclaim a portion of the value 
invested. 
Business Online Saver Account Balance   $ 1,599,755.83 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
09/1772-02/0024 October 2014 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0015 Investments Report To Council 2014/2015 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, Residents of the Walgett Shire. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
As at 31 October 2014 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$18,509,926.80 represented by: 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance   $     910,170.97 
Investments      $16,000,000.00 
BOS Account      $  1,599,755.83 
Total       $18,509,9926.80 
 

Cash on Hand and Investment Report as at 31 October 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 October 2014 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   



 
 
 



QUARTERLY OUTSTANDING RATES REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Finance Department 

AUTHOR:    Jeremy Way – Rates Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   12/183 
 

 
Summary: 
 
With successive Section 713 sale of land for overdue rates processes undertaken and an 
increased focus in developing debt recovery, the percentage of outstanding rates and 
charges has continued to improve. This can be demonstrated in the comparative of 
September 2013 figure being 11.46% when compared to September 2014 being 9.98%.  
 
Council aimed to achieve a benchmark of 10% or lower and this was achieved at 30 June 
2014 and this report indicates that gains continue to be made.  
 
Background: 
 
A key performance indicator as part of TCorp independent Local Government Review is 
Council ability to collect Rates & Charges, measured by measuring the arrears in relation to 
the total rates levied (%).  
 
A benchmark for Walgett Shire Council, part of the Group 10 Council’s, on average has been 
10% or lower.  
 
Current Position: 
 
Council has undertaken 713 rating sales on an annual basis and will hold another rating sale 
in current rating year. These sales along with an increased focus on debt recovery has 
improved the percentage of outstanding rates and charges, demonstrated in the attached 
September 2014 quarterly report. As at 30 September, 2014 collections stood at 47.83% of 
2014/15 levy and 43.72% of total amounts outstanding. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Quarterly Report - Outstanding Rates Report as at 30 September 2014 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council must act in the community’s best interest, to ensure adequate service provision is 
upheld through measures of improving long term financial sustainability. A key area is to 
show improvement in rates recovery by reducing the outstanding rates percentage to an 
acceptable benchmarked value.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
There are no current or future environmental issues associated with this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council community 
Walgett Shire Council 
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Financial Implications: 
 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by 
external bodies such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review 
Panel. Efforts to improve and lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges will 
strengthen Walgett Shire Council long term financial position, a view to aim for the 
benchmark of 10%.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The report recommends that Council note the improved outstanding rates percentage and 
ongoing commitment to improve this key performance indicator.   
 
 

Quarterly Outstanding Rates Report – September 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council note the improved outstanding rates percentage and ongoing commitment to 
improve this key performance indicator.   
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Quarterly Report - Outstanding Rates Report as at 30 September 2014 
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Sep-14 Sep-13

Arrears from previous year 836,128.94 1,338,815.52

Sub Total 836,128.94 1,338,815.52

Current Year Activity

Legal fees (Including write off's) 7,013.20 (12,635.60) 

Adjusted Levy 8,479,641.12    8,286,391.49  

Interest (Including write off's) 14,158.55 (30,109.29) 

Adjustments (Including Write Off's) (7,920.04) (71,578.90) 

Sub Total 8,492,892.83 8,172,067.70

Total Arrears and Adjusted Levy 9,329,021.77 9,510,883.22

Payments (3,923,563.16) (3,908,379.72) 

Pensioner Consessions - Govt (91,568.73) (89,416.42) 

Pensioner Consessions - Council (74,924.10) (73,163.27) 

Discount (88,505.58) (86,877.86) 

Special Rebate Council (16,003.30) 0.00

Sub Total (4,194,564.87) (4,157,837.27) 

Total Remaining Levy $5,134,456.90 $5,353,045.95

Current 4,375,992.32 4,415,306.29

Arrears 512,329.35 613,424.42

Interest b/f from previous years 123,452.62 159,576.29

Current year interest 13,223.92 18,204.64

Legals 109,458.69 146,534.31

Total Remaining Levy $5,134,456.90 $5,353,045.95

Variance $0.00 -$0.00

Total YTD Collected

Collected YTD % of Levy, Arrears, Interest & Legal Fees 44.96% 43.72%

Collected YTD % of Levy 46.20% 47.83%

Arrears Outstanding % of Total Remaining Levy 9.98% 11.46%

Quarterly Report - Outstanding Rates as at 30 September 2014

Report on Rates and Charges - 30 September 2014
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WALGETT SHIRE COMMUNITY SHARPS INITIATIVE 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick-Manager Community Development   

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 
 

 
Summary: 
 
This report is to inform the Council of work undertaken with other agencies to implement an 
infrastructure and information plan to manage the disposal of sharps. It also informs Council of 
funding obtained to provide new needle disposal bins in the three towns in the shire and a 
program for them to be regularly monitored and serviced.  
 
Background: 
 
The ongoing issue of needle usage and unsafe methods of disposal across the Shire has been 
of major concern to residents, and Council for some time. Council has been in discussions with 
Local and State services to explore options and initiatives to develop an effective response to 
the issue of appropriate needle disposal across the shire. This has involved working closely with 
Western NSW Health, Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service, NSW Police, Far West Medicare 
Local and Community Sharps NSW to strengthen awareness on the need for effective 
management of sharps generated in the communities across the Shire. Fundamental to this is 
an increase in the availability and maintenance of needle bins in public spaces and a community 
education program to highlight the significance of the issue in the community.  
 
In relation to people / services that deal with the collection of the sharps (in particular Council 
works staff) the program would include training for those dealing directly with the discarded 
needles. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Council has been successful with a grant submission to the NSW Ministry of Health to fund two 
stages of the three stage Walgett Shire Community Sharps Program.  The project plan and 
grant funding from the Community Sharps Management Program NSW will support the sharps 
initiative by combining infrastructure and awareness activities including supply of bins and 
distribution of Community Sharps NSW awareness resources and disposal promotional stickers. 
 
 The plan covers the following priority areas; 
 
Safe Disposal – increase in facilities; community awareness/education and appropriate location 
of dispensing and disposal facilities.  
 
The grant funds will provide Council with (9) nine sharps disposal containers in the communities 
of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri, plus three spares.  
Urban Infrastructure staff will maintain and service the bins as per the following service plan. A 
service / monitoring schedule of bins will be implemented to provide data on the frequency and 
volume of needle disposals across the various sites. It is expected that there will be a decline in 
the number of inappropriately disposed sharps following the implementation of this project.  
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                            Urban Infrastructure service plan – needle bins  
 

 Bins locations   Collection Measurements  

 Walgett :  3 sites 
  
Gray Park Toilets 
 
Trevallion Park Toilets 
 
Montkeila St Toilets  
 

 To be emptied / serviced daily on 
cleaning routines of amenities. 
 
 
 If bins are damaged to be replaced 
as a priority. 

 Monitoring of number of 
needles,  
 
Report to Manger Community 
Development for feedback to 
NSW Health  

Lightning Ridge : 5 
sites  
 
Visitor Info Centre 
Toilets 
 Bore Baths Toilets 
 Lions Park Toilets 
 Harlequin St Toilets  
 

To be emptied / serviced  daily on 
cleaning routines of amenities  
 
 
 
 
If bins are damaged to be replaced 
as a priority. 

Monitoring of number of 
needles 
 
Report to Manger Community 
Development for feedback to 
NSW Health  

Collarenebri : 2 sites 
 
Lions Park Toilet Block 
 
Collarenebri Sports 
Oval Toilets  
 

To be emptied / serviced  daily on 
cleaning routines of amenities  
 
If bins are damaged to be replaced 
as a priority. 

Monitoring of number of 
needles 
 
 Report to Manger Community 
Development for feedback to 
NSW Health  

 
Promotion - Printing costs associated with advertising throughout the community to increase 
awareness of the need for safe disposal of sharps is also provided in the funding. This material 
will be distributed throughout the shire by Council and partner agencies. 
Staff Training -   A key element on the holistic program is ensuring that staff handling the 
sharps undertakes accredited training in areas of disposal and collection. The costs associated 
with training for approximately (50) fifty Council employees (outdoor staff, youth workers, WH&S 
staff) has been arranged through a regional application to the funding body. 
  
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic Plan 2012-2022. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council would ensure that all relevant staff attend this training and that the service schedule for 
collection of needles and monitoring of disposal bins is undertaken.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
The disposal of sharps into dedicated bins will reduce the incidence of these items being 
inappropriately discarded in parks and around other public areas. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Total grant funding of $7,445.00 has been provided for the purchase of the bins and promotional 
activities. Installation costs of bins in identified areas is provided for within the Urban 
Infrastructure budget. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
N/A  
 
Conclusion: 
 
It is believed that the Walgett Shire Community Sharps Program Initiative will make a positive 
contribution to minimizing potential hazards such as injuries from discarded sharps. It involves 
working in partnership with our communities, services and local agencies to educate and create 
awareness around appropriate needle usage and disposal in addition to the installation of 
additional bins..  
 

Walgett Shire Community Sharps Initiative  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Community Sharps Initiative Report. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:   
Nil 
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POLICY – PROCUREMENT AND TENDERING 

REPORTING SECTION:   Corporate Services  

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 
 

 
Summary: 
 
Council’s current policy and procedures have been reviewed in conjunction with those from 
other councils. A new Policy and Policy Procedure has been developed and it is recommended 
that they be adopted. 
 
Background: 
 
Council’s current purchasing arrangements are supported by the ‘Purchasing Policy and 
Procedures adopted 19 June 2007 and AFM Quotation &Tender Thresholds dated 1 December 
2009. The Corporate Credit Card Policy and Procedures (Adopted 15 May 2007) is a separate 
policy which oversights the use of Council credit cards and has not been reviewed at this stage. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The policies in place at Gunnedah and Liverpool Plains Shire Councils were reviewed with the 
Gunnedah Council Procurement and Tendering Policy and Management Directive being used 
as a template for the development of a revised document for Walgett. The Policy is the 
overarching document that outlines the principles and standards that the Council will practice 
when undertaking its procurement of goods and services whether through a formal tender 
process, or request for quotations. 
 
The Policy Procedure is the operational document that details the purchasing thresholds and 
the procedures that attach to each. A key element is the establishment of a Contractor / 
Provider Register for the various trades and services within the shire. It is proposed that 
advertisements be placed inviting registration with council, part of which will include providing 
details of public liability and workers compensation insurance. Requests for quotations will be 
emailed to all those on the register and for projects estimated in excess of $50,000 but under 
the tender threshold of $150,000. The Policy Procedure also provides for projects under the 
$150,000 threshold to be processed as a formal tender where it is believed that an enhanced 
outcome can be achieved. There is currently draft legislation to increase the tender threshold to 
$250,000. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
W.S.C - AFM Quotation and Tender Thresholds (1 December 2009) 
WSC – Purchasing Policy and Procedures (15 May 2007) 
Gunnedah Shire Council Procurement and Tendering Policy and Management Directive. 
Local Government Act  
Local Government (General) Regulation (2005) 
Tendering Guidelines for NSW Local Government, October 2009 
Independent Commission Against Corruption Act (1988) 
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Governance issues: 
 
The adoption of a Policy and Policy Procedure to oversight the conduct of council’s procurement 
activities is directed at enhancing accountability and transparency. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council and residents. 
Suppliers and contractors who transact business with the council. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
In addition to achieving improved governance, the policy and management directive are also 
directed at achieving ‘best value for money’ outcomes for the council. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
That Council amend or reject the documents as presented. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The Procurement and Tendering Policy and Policy Procedure are intended to achieve enhanced 
governance and ‘value for money’ outcomes for the council. The report recommends that they 
be adopted and that the WSC AFM Quotation and Tender Thresholds and WSC Purchasing 
Policy and Procedures be rescinded.  
 
 

Policy – Procurement and Tendering 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the WSC AFM Quotation and Tender Thresholds and WSC Purchasing Policy and 
Procedures be rescinded. 
 
That the Procurement and Tendering Policy and Policy Procedure be adopted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
 
Procurement and Tendering policy  
Procurement and Tendering Management Directive 
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DONATION REQUEST – ROTARY CLUB OF WEST TAMWORTH 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administrative Assistant  

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 
 

 
Summary: 
 
Council has received a booking from the Rotary Club of West Tamworth to hold a community 
Christmas Event at the Walgett Showground. They have requested that Council waive the 
licence and hire fee for the reserve. This report recommends that the licence and hire fees be 
waived and that this be funded from the community assistance scheme budget 11.01010.1403. 
 
Background: 
 
As Trustee, Council is required to report usage of the reserve to the Crown Lands Department 
and to account for the payment of the licence fees. Where requests to waive licence fees are 
approved, Council is requested to transfer funding from it budget to the Crown Lands Account. 
 
Temporary Licences are charged at $150.00 and are valid for a period of 12 months, which 
allows unlimited use of the reserve during that period. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Council has received a booking from Rotary Club of West Tamworth to host a community 
Christmas Event at the Walgett Racecourse and Showgrounds on 12 December 2014. As it is 
situated on a Crown Reserve (D520009), a temporary licence is required. 
 
Council understands that they will provide a Christmas Dinner to the Walgett Community, and 
sell limited liquor. Council has advised the Rotary Club that they will need to ensure all liquor 
licencing requirements are met. 
 
A booking form has been forwarded to the Rotary Club of West Tamworth, with a request for the 
booking form to be completed and returned, together with a copy of their Public Liability 
Insurance. 
 
Council has been requested to give a donation equivalent to the licence and hire fees of 
$282.95 and it is recommended that Council agree to the request. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council’s list of Fees and Charges for hiring Halls, Showgrounds, Sportsgrounds 
– adopted June 2014 by Council. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council administers reserves in accordance with its obligations as Trustee under the Lands Act. 
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Environmental issues: 
 
No environmental issues have been identified. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Department of Lands and Property Management (LPMA) 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Should Council approve the donation, payment of $282.95 into the reserves trust account would 
be made from the Community Assistance Scheme budget. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Council does not approve the donation request and Rotary Club of West Tamworth is required 
to make a payment of $282.95 to Council for the Temporary Licence and hire fees. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council has been requested to support the Rotary Club of West Tamworth Christmas Party 
event by waiving the licence and hire fees. This report recommends that a donation of $282.95 
equivalent to the licence and hire fees be made. 
 
 

Donation Request – Rotary Club of West Tamworth 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council approve the request to waive the licence and hire fees payable by the Rotary Club 
of West Tamworth amounting to $282.95and that this can be funded from the Community 
Assistance Scheme Budget.   
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES – NOVEMBER 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 
 

 

2014 NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT / DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND RECREATION 
FORUM  
 
The Annual 2014 Local Government/Sport and Recreation Forum was hosted by 
Walgett Shire Council and delivered in partnership with NSW Office of Sport in Lightning 
Ridge on 29th and 30th October. Approximately thirty (30) delegates from across NSW 
attended the two day forum. 
 
The forum provided an opportunity for Local Government/Sporting representatives to 
meet and share information on projects and initiatives that are related to sport and 
recreation projects and initiatives that may be of interest and/or benefit to other Councils 
across NSW.  
Each year the forum has a different theme with this year’s theme being: ‘Communities 
Digging Deep - connecting diversity through common ground'. 
 
The staging of the Annual Local Government Forum in the Walgett Shire was a first in 
the (14) fourteen years the event has been running and the benefits from hosting the 
forum were considerable, offering our Council representatives the opportunity to 
showcase our Shire and the Lightning Ridge community to an audience of State wide 
delegates, all of whom rated the experience as informative, unique and enjoyable. The 
forum demonstrated local community spirit other towns and cities strive to achieve. 
 
 

BURREN JUNCTION HALL 
 
Council staff met with the Burren Junction members of the working group at Burren 
Junction on Tuesday 28 October to go over the work required to have the hall 
operational for the school end of year activity on 15 December. The design of the 
partition wall to separate the supper room from the main hall was shown to the group 
and they were advised of the electrical work and plumbing work on the toilets that was 
proposed. From the discussions it was agreed that the community members would 
undertake any painting required with council supplying the paint. 
 
By email on 4 November the working group through Philip Powell has been advised that 
arrangements have been put in place for the electrical and plumbing work to be 
commenced and that a quotation request for the building work (partition and repairs to 
doors etc) has been forwarded to local builders. The quotations are required by 14 
November with the work to be completed no later than 5 December. 
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Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Corporate Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the information is received and noted. 
 2014 NSW Local Government/Department of Sport and Recreation Forum 
 Burren Junction Hall 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2014 QUARTERLY 
BUDGET REVIEW 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Bradley Pascoe – Finance Manager  

FILE NUMBER:    
 

 
 

This report will be circulated prior to the meeting and a hardcopy will be 
provided at the meeting. 
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14.4 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

MONTHLY RURAL INFRASTRUCTUE AND SUPPORT SERVICE 
PROGRESS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES – 
NOVEMBER   2014  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 
 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the Engineering Services work progress as at 
6 November, 2014.  
 
Background: 
 
A budget of $15.47 Million (including RMCC work) has been allocated to the Rural Infrastructure 

and Support Services team for capital & maintenance works, fleet management and   

engineering administration for the 2014/2015 financial year.  

 
Current Position: 

 
The Gundalboui Road (RR457) project was completed on 20/10/2014. Council has three 
construction teams currently working in the following areas; 
 
Team 1 – Castlereagh Highway (north of Lightning Ridge)   
Team 2- Merrywinebone Road near Burren Junction 
Team 3 – Cumberdoon Road near Carinda 
 
Inspection works on highways and shire roads are in progress. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
2014/15 Operational Plan and Budget. 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering.  

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Shire Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
As at 6 November 2014, $4,081,277 has been spent from a total amount of $15,474,662 
allocated for 2014/2015 budget.   

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 

 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
 

Monthly Rural Infrastructure and Support Service Progress report from Director 
Engineering Services – November 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly work progress report for 
September 2014. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
 
2014/2015 Budget allocations up the 6th November 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 2014/2015 budget allocations for Capital and 
Maintenance works are as follows: 
 

 
Ledger Item 

Actuals, 
Committed and 
Oncost up to 6 

September 2014 

 
Budget 

 
% Budget 

 
Engineering Administration 

$123,069 $223,618 55% 

 
Emergency Services (RFS * SES) 

$143,316 $315,000 45% 

 
Enforcement of Regulations 

$7206 $20,000 36% 

 
Fleet Operations 

$772,929 $2,432,716 32% 

 
Local Roads Operations 

$26249 $52,000 50% 

Local Roads Maintenance $244,481 $683,000 36% 

Regional Roads Operations $33,558 $841,044 4% 

Regional Roads Maintenance $264,121 $695,427 38% 

Walgett Depot Renewal and 
Improvements 

$1,124 $187,192 1% 

Fleet Renewal and Improvement $23,979 $1,400,00 2% 

Total $1,640,032 $ 5,449,997 30%  
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MONTHLY RMCC WORKS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES – NOVEMBER 2014  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 
 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the RMCC works as at 
3 October 2014. 
 
Background: 
 
RMS has awarded Council a contract of $3,390,000.00 for 2014/2015. The scope of works 

involved in this contract are: 

 

Resealing, Heavy Patching, HW 12 Mt Brandon Widening and Routine works. 

 
Current Position: 
 
One Council team is currently working on HW18 North near Angledool. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Nil 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
As at 6 November 2014, $633,464.65 has been spent from a total amount of $3,390,000.00, 
provided in the 2014/2015 budget.   

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 
 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of RMCC to ensure the works complete 
within the guidelines. 
 

Monthly RMCC works Report from Director Engineering Services – November 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly RMCC works report for November 2014. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 
RMCC works summary. 
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The funding allocations for 2014/2015 RMCC works are $ 3,390,000.00. The details are as 
follows: 
 

SN Description Budget 
Expenditure Till 

4/09/2014 Status 

1 Resealing $  1,030,000.00   

2 Heavy patching $  500,000.00 $304,229 60.84% 

3 
HW 12 Warrambool 

Widening $  700,000.00   

4 Routine works $  1,160,000.00 $329,235.65 28.38% 

 
TOTAL $  3,390,000.00 $ 633,464.65 18.67% 
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RMS - REGIONAL ROADS REPAIR PROGRAM-APPLICATIONS FOR 
2015/2016 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 
 

 
Summary: 
 
Roads and Maritime Services have invited applications for the 2015/2016 Regional Roads 
Repair Program. This report recommends Council to note the lodgement of an application by 
Walgett Shire Council.  
 
Background: 
 

The Regional Roads Repair Program is one of two programs under which the State 
Government assists Councils in the management of their Regional Road Infrastructure. The 
other program is the Regional Road Block Grant Program which includes a supplementary 
component to replace the former 3 x 3 Council Determined Program. 

 
The Objective of the Regional Roads Repair Program is to provide additional assistance to 
Council in undertaking larger works of rehabilitation and development on Regional Roads to 
minimise the long term maintenance costs of these roads commensurate with their function 
and usage. 

 

Roads and Maritime Services have invited applications for the 2015/2016 Regional Roads 
REPAIR Program .The deadline for submissions for the program is Friday 28 November 
2014. 

 
The proposed projects based on priority basis in the application are: 
 

1. Rehabilitation of failed geotextile pavement (outer wheel path) by removing and 
replacing with 200 mm thick road base and sealing with two coats on the Carinda 
Road (RR333). The proposed section is Ch 0+900 (Bait Street) km to 64+800 km 
and the estimated total cost is $910,000. 

 
2. Rehabilitation of failed geotextile pavement (outer wheel path) by removing and 

replacing with 200 mm thick road base and sealing with two coats on the Gingi Road 
(RR402). The proposed section is Ch 15+090 km (SH29) km to 18+496 km and the 
estimated total cost is $340,000. 

 
3. Reconstruction and sealing with 200 mm thick road base overlay for 4 km in length x 

7m seal width on the Come By Chance Road (RR7716). The estimated total cost is  
$924,000 
 

4. Reconstruction and sealing with 200 mm thick road base overlay for 4 km in length x 
7m seal width on the Ridge Road (RR426) from the Collarenebri Road end. The 
estimated total cost is $924,000 
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The total maximum Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) contribution available to each 
Council is $400,000 and is on a 1:1 funding basis. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Council received $400,000 to reconstruct a 4.5 km reach on Gundabloui Road under the 
2014/2015 Repair Program. The Project was completed in October 2014. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Request for proposals, Regional Roads REPAIR Program 2015/2016 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Road safety 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, residents and other road users  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Management Plan 2015/2016 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Do nothing 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The cut off score varies every year for the program. It is therefore unlikely, but not 
impossible, for any of these projects to be successful projects. If one or more of these 
projects is similarly submitted in the 2016/2017 funding application, it will attract a 3 point 
bonus. Hence this submission is beneficial even if is unsuccessful as it places Council in a 
better position in the next year’s funding round. 
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RMS Regional Roads Repair Program – Applications for 2015/2016  

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council note the applications for funding of the projects : 
 
1. Rehabilitation of failed geotextile pavement (outer wheel path) by removing and 
 replacing with 200 mm thick road base and sealing with two coats on the Carinda 
 Road (RR333). The proposed section is Ch 0+900 (Bait Street) km to 64+800 km 
 and the estimated total cost is $910,000. 
 
2. Rehabilitation of failed geotextile pavement (outer wheel path) by removing and 
 replacing with 200 mm thick road base and sealing with two coats on the Gingi Road 
 (RR402). The proposed section is Ch 15+090 km (SH29) km to 18+496 km and the 
 estimated total cost is $340,000. 
 
3. Reconstruction and sealing with 200 mm thick road base overlay for 4 km in length x 
 7 m seal width on Come By Chance Road (RR7716) near the Pilliga end. The 
 estimated total cost is $ 924,000 
 
4.  Reconstruction and sealing with 200 mm thick road base overlay for 4 km in length x 
 7 m seal width on the Ridge Road (RR426) near the Collarenebri end . The 
 estimated total cost is $924,000 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 
 
Attachments:  
 
Letter from RMS requesting proposal for the Regional Roads Repair Program 
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TENDERS FOR THE PROVISION OF HIRED PLANT AND MINOR 
WORKS ON A CASUAL BASIS -NOVEMBER 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/883 
 

 
Summary: 
 
Tenders for the provision of hired plant and minor works on a casual basis for the 2014 
/2015 fiscal year were advertised in local and other approved papers. Due to various 
reasons, several local contractors could not submit a tender. This report recommends that 
the Council indicate its support to advertise for other interested parties for the period 1 
January 2015 to 30 June 2015. 
 
Background: 
 
Tenders will be called requesting standing offers for casual plant hire for 1 January 2014 to 
30 June 2015 from other interested parties, leaving the parties in the system who submitted 
a tender in May 2014. 
 
The offer document makes provision for the selection of a plant hire contractor from those 
offers accepted.  Selection must consider: 
• Availability 
• Suitability for Council’s Project Requirements 
• Total Estimated Project Price 
• Documented Past Performance 
• Value for Money 
 
The offer documents include performance specifications and require the contractor to 
provide various insurances to mitigate public liability and worker death and injury risks 
associated with this class of work.  Engagement is based on a Purchase Order Contract and 
Australian Standard 4905 Minor Works contract Conditions. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Tender for a provision of Hired Plant and Minor Works on a casual basis were advertised in 
accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation. Due to a technical problem, 
some local contractors were unable to submit their submissions, which resulted in a reduced 
number of local contractors from the pre-qualified list. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
N/A 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Significant travelling involved for non-local contractors and makes the project costly. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, residents and other road users  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Management Plan 2014/2015 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Do nothing 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Costs associated with the engagement of contractors are included in the expenditure of the 
relevant Council service delivery area in the Management Plan. 
 

Tenders for Provision of Hired Plant and Minor Works on a Casual Basis – Nov 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council note and approves for tendering from other interested parties for the period 
January 2015 to June 2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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IMPROVEMENT OF INTERSECTION AT OPAL AND PANDORA 
STREETS – UNDER BLACK SPOT PROGRAMME – NOVEMBER 
2014  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director of Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 
 

 

Summary: 
 
The report recommends that Council accepts the proposal for an improvement of the 
intersection of Opal and Pandora Street under the Black Spot programme for the 2014/2015 
financial year. 
 
Background: 
 
The Intersection between Opal and Pandora Streets in Lightning Ridge is one of the busiest 
intersections in the town. From discussions with local key personnel and RMS Council were 
advised that the intersection  had several accidents and  a portion of the intersection near 
the northbound  and south bound  lane has a settlement problem as there is a mining shaft 
underneath the lane way. 
 
To overcome these matters, RMS has proposed to improve the intersection under the 
Federal Accident Black Spot Programme for 2014/2015. The tentative estimate for the 
project would be $87300. The scope of works include: 

 Relocate the central island by 2 m off from the existing point towards east side. 

 Placing of concrete to cover the two lanes of the Pandora Street east of the 
intersection. 

 Relocate the directional existing signs  (south bound) 

 Re marking of the existing the intersection etc. 
 
Current Position: 

 
A joint investigation was carried out by Council’s Director Engineering Services and a Road 
Safety and Traffic Analyst in May 2013 around the main street. The investigation shows that 
the relocation of the existing refuse island and placing of concrete on two lanes of Pandora 
Street east of the intersection are required. 
 
During the investigation it was determined that the manoeuvre of heavy vehicle s is not 
smooth and needs a big radius. Because of the load of the heavy vehicle the pavement 
structure on the east side of the intersection is being affected as well. 
 
 
A roundabout option for the improvement of the intersection was proposed at a 2013 LATC 
meeting. Due to budget constraints, just fine tuning as shown in the draft design has been 
proposed. This new proposal has been accepted by RMS. 
The proposal has been presented to the Local Area Traffic Committee meeting held on 8th 
August 2013 and was recommended for council approval. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Nil 
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Governance issues: 

 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
Several accidents at the intersection have occurred in the past. 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 

 
Conclusion: 
 
The intersection between Opal and Pandora Streets is one of the busiest intersections in 
Lightning Ridge, where several accidents had occurred in past. It is therefore recommended 
that Council upgrade the intersection.  
 

Improvement of Intersection of Opal and Pandora Street – Black Spot Programme – 
November 2014 from Director Engineering Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council accept and recommend the project. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 
Draft Design and estimates 
RMS comments. 
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14.4 DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

 

SPIDER BROWN OVAL STATUS REPORT  
 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:    Prafulla KC-Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   00/00 
 

Summary 
 
This report has been prepared to update Council on the current status of the Spider Brown 

Sporting Oval and report actions taken to improve and maintain the facility. 

Background 
 
Below average rainfall over the past years, changing climatic conditions and the use of 

ground water has had a significant impact on Council’s ability to maintain the grass surface 

of the Oval. Council staff have been constantly working to improve the deteriorating 

condition of the Oval over the summer months and the prolonged drought period. Council is 

working closely with local sporting clubs and associations to ensure that there is minimal 

impact to sporting events, and providing an alternative ground where possible. Variables 

such as grass species, weather conditions, water quality and the amount of use influence 

the quality of the grass areas and ground surface of the Oval.  

Due to the extreme hot weather and minimal rainfall during the past year the storage dam 

collecting the stormwater runoff has unfortunately dried up. This storage water has been 

used to irrigate the Lightning Ridge sporting grounds for some years now. In order to make 

water available during the drought period Council established a new connection from the 

standpipe to the storage dam and filled the dam during the period drought and undertaking 

continuous watering of the sporting ovals. However it is envisaged that long term use of 

groundwater can increase the salinity and mineral deposits which would ultimately produce a 

saline oval, thus preventing turf growth. 

Current Position 
 
Council staff are continuing to investigate and implement a number of methods to maintain 

the Oval. Due to the changing climatic conditions drought tolerant grasses such as Kikuyu 

were planted. These species use 30-40% less water and are more drought tolerant than 

cooler climate varieties. However, this species require a 10-14 week establishment period 

and substantially more water during this period. 

Council staff have taken the following action since April 2014 to improve the grass and 
ground condition of the Oval; 
May  5                         Oval and soccer fields aerated and fertilized 

followed by heavy watering. 
 

June  26                   Oval top dressed with soil sand mix, dragged 
to level and sprinklers raised. 
 

August  8                  Increased watering.  At this stage grass 
seriously ravaged by kangaroos. 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

128 
 

September 2 & 3   Top dressed with black soil sand mix and 
heavily watered. 
 

September 9          Meeting held with  Don, KC, David Lane, Neil 
McIntosh and Tony Dowton attending. 
 

September 10,11 &12 More soil added and sand mix and dragged 
to level. Watered in. 
 

October    15 Council Staff met with Neil McIntosh at the 
field. A further top up of soil sand mix was 
added to eliminate water ponding areas and 
was re-aerated. 
 

October    24 Oval aerated and 20kg of Kikuyu seed was 
broadcast with surface, dragged and watered 
in.  
 

November  4 Inspection by Council staff and Neil. 
 Dynamic Lifter was spread across the 

surface and continuing watering undertaken. 
 

10 November  Night watering two runs (2x15min) and day 
time for 10 runs for 2 weeks and monitoring 
the grass growth. 
 

November 17 Weed spraying around the oval and an 
On going application of Titanic Organic (chicken 

manure) and watering rest of the year 
 
Commencement of seasons (autumn, 
winter, spring, summer) 

Re-aerate the ground again 

Continue to monitor the conditions of the grounds and take necessary action when 
required. 

So far the re-surfacing and grass work is producing good results as expected. The newly 

sown grasses are sprouting and watering frequency has increased. The oval will be watered 

at night if there is no danger of vandalism. Council staff are continuously applying fertilizers 

and manures to maintain the grass. 

Apart from routine watering and fertilizer application, Council has been facing two major 
problems. These are kangaroos and the pest weed Fleabane quickly establishing itself.  
 
Mr Neil McIntosh is going to talk to an Agronomist and ascertain the correct dosage for the 
chemical treatment of this weed and advise Council staff of this dosage amount. Council 
staff will then spray the affected areas. 
 
The kangaroo problem on the other hand is much harder to resolve. This remains an 
ongoing issue/problem in being able to maintain the ground and grass condition. Fencing 
could be a long-term solution however it would be an expensive exercise. Both fields would 
need to be isolated and fenced independently of each other. 
 
An electric fence is not a suitable option due the unpoliced patronage continually accessing 
the fields, including children and older people heading to the golf course. 
 

Prior to the commencement of sporting seasons, Council staff will undertake regular ground 
inspections in order to determine the suitability of the playing surface/ground in general. 
Council staff will monitor the condition of the grounds and if required limit or cancel the use 
of grounds by user groups and the community if needed. 
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Councillors will be informed monthly via Matters for Brief Mention regarding the progress and 

status of the Oval. 

Relevant Reference Documents 
 
N/A 
 
Governance issues 
 
Successful rehabilitation of the ground condition of the oval will reflect Council’s commitment 
to provide better sporting facilities to the community. 
 
Environmental issues 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Spider Brown Oval Sports Ground Users 
Lightning Ridge Residents 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The cost of maintenance work has been allocated in the the sporting field maintenance 
budget. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options 
 
If the planned ground resurfacing and grassing does not work then external help shall be 
sought to rehabilitate the ground. 
 
Conclusion 
 
At this stage the rehabilitation work of Spider Brown Oval seems satisfactory. It is too early 
to predict or comment further, however it is expected that the ground will be in a good 
playing condition within 12-14 weeks. 
 

Spider Brown Oval Status Report 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council receive and note the report. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 

 


