
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

27
th

 August, 2013 

 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 

that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in the Walgett 
Council Chambers on 27 August, 2013 commencing at 10.00am to discuss the items 

listed in the Agenda. 
 
 

 
 

 
Please note: A training session on the use of iPads will start at 9:00am. 

Citizenship Ceremony will commence at 9:30am. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 
 
What is a “Conflict of Interests”  – A conflict of interests can be tw o types: 

Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable f inancial gain or 

loss to the person or another person w ith w hom the person is associated. 

Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council off icial has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest as defined in the 

Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or involvement or interest  in an activity 

and may include an interest of a f inancial nature.) 

Remoteness  

A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if  the interest is so remote or insignif icant that it could not reasonably be 

regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if  the interest is of a kind specif ied in 

Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 

Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if  the pecuniary interest is the interest of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person w ith w hom the person is associated (see below ) 

Relatives, Partners 

A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if : 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that has a pecuniary 

interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the follow ing: 

(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew , niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person or of the 

person’s spouse. 

(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  

No Interest in the Matter 

How ever, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If  the person is unaw are of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company of other body, 

or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a pecuniary 

interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the company or body.  

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee w ho has a pecuniary interest in any matter w ith w hich the Council is 

concerned and w ho is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at w hich the matter is being considered must 

disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 

(a) At any time during w hich the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 

(b) At any time during w hich the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know  and could not reasonably be expected to have 

know n that the matter under consideration at the meeting w as a matter in w hich he or she had a pecuniary interest.  

Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act)  

A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the matters/questions 

detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 

Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 

There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen w ill depend on an assessment of the 

circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the signif icance of the issue being dealt w ith. Non-Pecuniary conflicts of 

interest must be dealt w ith in at least one of the follow ing w ays: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken w here the potential for conflict is minimal. How ever,  

Councillors should consider providing an explanation of w hy they consider a conflict does not exist.  

 Limit involvement if  practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care needs to be taken 

w hen exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if the provisions in 

S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if  you have a signif icant non-pecuniary interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 

A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- Committee must be 

recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I would also like to 
acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  

(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 
 
Presentation by Roger Ley regarding development application at Burren Junction 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
Minutes of Council Meeting 23 July 2013……………………………………………………………………………………………….…. 6 
Walgett Shire Council Health and Safety Committee Minutes 4 July 2013……………………………………………………………. 24 
Walgett Shire Council Health and Safety Committee Minutes 18 July 2013…………………………………………………………… 33 
Walgett Shire Council Health and Safety Committee Minutes 1 August 2013………………………………………………………… 37 
 

8.    Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9.    Mayoral Minutes 

10.  Motions of which Notice has been given - Nil 

11.  Presentation of Petitions - Nil 

12.  Councillor’s Questions from Last Meeting    

GENERAL MANAGER 
Council’s Decision Action Report……………………………………………………………………………………………….…..………46 
Local Government Weekly’s received from the Local Government NSW – August 2013……………………………………………66 
Circulars received from the Local Government Department of Premier and Cabinet – August 2013………………………………68 
Monthly Calendar- August 2013……………………………………………………………………………………………….…..………79 
Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors Policy………………………………………………………………84 
Burren Junction Sports Ground Amenities Block…………………………………………………………………………………………86 
Local Government Reform Process - Update……………………………………………………………………………………………88 
Supplementary Reports…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 96 
Matters for brief mention or Information Only Report……………………………………………………………………………………97 

 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

Cash on Hand and Investment Report……………………………………………………………………………………………….…105 
Community Assistance Scheme Round 1 2013-2014…………………………………………………………………………………109 
Sec 356 Rebates – Churches and other not for profit organisations……………………………………………………………… 114 
Sale of land for unpaid rates – 13 April 2013…………………………………………………………………………………………117 
Stocktake variance financial year 2013…………………………………………………………………………………………………121 
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Council Policy Review 2013………………………………………………………………………………………………………………133 
Collarenebri CWA- Provision of Library Service ………………………………………………………………………………………137 
Annual Financial Statements 2012/2013 ………………………………………………………………………………………………139 
Water and Sewer Services Review………………………………………………………………………………………………………141 
Matters for brief mention or Information Only Report, Corporate Services …………………………………………………………150 

 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
Lightning Ridge New Town Water Supply Bore – Cost Summary……………………………………………………………………152 

 

DIRECTOR PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES 
Draft Swimming Pool Inspection Program……………………………………………………………………………………………….157 
Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications…………………………………………………………………163 
Development Application 2013/016……………………………………………………………………………………………….………169 
Development Application, Change of use……………………………………………………………………………………………….190 
Matters for Brief Mention, Planning & Regulatory Services……………………………………………………………………………201 

 

DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 
Improvement of Morilla Street between Brilliant and Opal Street- Black Spot Programme………………………………………204 
Monthly RMCC Works Report from the Director of Engineering Services – August 2013………………………………………208 
Monthly Flood Works Report from the Director of Engineering Services – August 2013…………………………………………212 
Australian Local Government Association – 2013 National Local Roads and Transport Congress……………………………221 
 

Reports of Committees  

13. Questions for the Next Meeting 

14. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
Section 713 Sale of land for unpaid rates…………………………………………………………………229 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only, Director Corporate Services…………………………233 
 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant Upgrade Progress Report…………………………………………234 
 

DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 
Tenders- Hired Plant and Minor Works on a Casual Basis………………………………………………245 
Tender- Construction of Box Culvert in Old Burren Creek on Merrywinebone Road – RFT 13/005 …265 

 

15. Close of Meeting 

  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

5 
 

Apologies 

 

Welcome to Visitors 
 
 

Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
 
 

Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
 

 
 

 
Minutes of Council meeting –23rd July 2013 

 
Recommendation:  

 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held 23 July 2013, have been circulated be confirmed as a true 
and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachment 
 

Minutes of meeting held 23rd July 2013. 
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Minutes of the Walgett Shire Council Health & Safety Committee Meeting - 4 July 2013 

 
Recommendation:  

 
That the minutes of the Walgett Shire Council Health and Safety Committee Meeting held 4 July 2013, 
be received and noted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
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Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes - 18 July 2013 

 
Recommendation:  

 
That the minutes of the Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Meeting held on 18th July 2013 be 
received and noted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 

Attachment: 

Minutes of meeting held on 18th July 2013. 
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Minutes of the Walgett Shire Council Health & Safety Committee Meeting – 1 August 2013 

 
Recommendation:  

 
That the minutes of the Walgett Shire Council Health and Safety Committee Meeting held 1 August 
2013, be received and noted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 

Minutes of the meeting held on 1st August 2013. 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

38 
 

 

 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

39 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

40 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

41 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

42 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

43 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

44 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

45 
 

Mayoral Minutes To be circulated at the Council Meeting. 
 
Councillors Questions from Last Meeting 
 
Clr Cooper 

Question 1 

Can the Tender of the Harris Bridge on the Brewon Road be included in the Tender for the Baroka 

Overflow Bridge (B67) and Big Baroka (B66) Bridges on the Brewon Road? 

Response: 

Director of Engineering Services has advised that only (B66) and (B67) have been included on the 

2013/2014 program, but Councillor Cooper’s suggestion is being further investigated.  

 

Question 2 

Has the level of assistance that Council will provide to the Sporting Club been determined? 

Response: 

The General Manager advised that Council is awaiting formal application from the new Sporting Club 

Committee.  

 

Clr Martinez 

Question 1 

Can Council investigate acquiring the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club Greens surface and use on the 

Lightning Ridge Netball Courts? 

Response: 

Council Staff have requested to talk with the Manager of the Bowling Club regarding the bowling green 

surface.  

 

Clr Greenaway 

Question 1 

Does the Collarenebri School and Hospital pay general rates? 

Response: 

The Director of Corporate Services advises that both are exempt from general rates but pay water, 

sewerage and waste charges.  

 

Clr Keir 

Question 1 

Can a letter be written to Telstra from Walgett Shire Council with regards complaint regarding the state 

of communication service to customers from the Berkley Downs Tower East of Walgett? 

Response: 

The General Manager advises that the matter was raised with the member for Parkes, Mark Coulton 

during his visit to Walgett on Wednesday 14 August, 2013 to see if it could be included in the 

Communication Black Spots Programme . A letter has also been sent to Telstra. 
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COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – July 2013 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This schedule summarises the action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous meeting of 
Council. 
 
Background: 

 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all resolutions as 
well as any other matters raised at previous Meetings which required action.  
 
Current Position: 

 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Resolution Register 25 July 2013 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolution should be implemented as soon as practicably be 
achieved. 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Council and Manex Team 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 

 
That the resolutions register be received and noted. It is requested that any queries be raised with the 
General Manager prior to meeting day facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
 
COUNCIL DECISIONS ACTION REPORT – July 2013 

 
Recommendation: 

 
That the Resolution Register for July 2013 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  

 
Resolution Register- July 2013.
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 19th February 2013 

19th 
February 

2013 

1/2013/22 

1.    That Council resolve to sell Lot 20 Sec 41 DP 759036 to 
Walgett Preschool and Long Day Care Centre for the 
purchase of the sum of $35,000 plus GST.  
 

2.     That Council resolve to w aive rental payments of 
$28,800 under the lease agreement. 
 

3.    That Council instruct solicitors Booth, Brow n Samuels 
and Olney to prepare a Contract of Sale betw een the Walgett 
Preschool & Long Day Care Centre for Lot 20 Section 41 
DP759036 to complete the transaction. 

 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded: Clr Cooper 

Corporate  Services 

19/03/2013 Contracts 

currently being draw n 
up by Booth, Brow n 
Samuels and Olney. 
10/04/2013 Contracts 

have been draw n up 
and settlement 
scheduled. 
22/04/2013 Contract for 

sale documents signed 
by General Manager. 
22/04/2013 Contract for 

Sale – Lot 20 Pitt Street 
Walgett signed and 
forwarded to Booth, 
Brow n, Samuels and 

Olney. 
17/06/2013 Sale is 
progressing, should be 
f inalised by the end of 

June 2013, 149 
Certif icate has been 
issued.  
15/07/2013 Transfer on 

hold pending receipt of 
letter from WP & LDC 
regarding building 

condition issues. 
07.08.13 Advised that a 
letter w ould be coming 
from the Committee 

advising that they w ish 
to proceed w ith the 
purchase and that 
Council give 

consideration to 
assisting w ith some 
identif ied maintenance 
issues. 

Corporate  Services 

 

 
 
 
 

 

19th 
February 

2013 

1/2013/45 

That Council approve the renew al of lease between Walgett 

Shire Council as Trust Manager for the Walgett Recreation 
(D520033) Reserve Trust; Walgett Recreation (R69987) 
Reserve Trust and Walgett Baths (R82251 Reserve Trust 
and the Walgett and District Sporting Club Limited for a term 

of tw enty years from 1 January 2012 to 31 December 2031 at 
an annual rental of $2 and on the same terms and conditions 
of the former lease. 

General Manager 

18/03/2013 Lease is 

currently in the process 
of being drafted and 
has been forwarded to 
the Club for signing. 

16/06/2013 Matter on 
hold until Sporting Club 
administration is 

General Manager 
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Further that Council execute the appropriate lease 
documentation under the Common Seal of Council and seek 
the Minister’s approval/concurrence to the proposed new  

tw enty year lease. 
 
 

Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

f inalised. 

19th 

February 
2013 

Questions 

for the next 
Meeting 

What is the progress of the Sew er Dump Point’s relocation at 

Lightning Ridge? 
Clr Woodcock 

Director of Urban 

Infrastructure Services 

18/03/213 Planned 
completion of relocation 
for May 2013. 

15/04/2013 Installation 
of the Sew er Pump w ill 
be completed by 30 
June 2013. 

15/05/2013 New  sew er 
dump point is in 
Windlass Ave next to 
Lions Park, as it is not 

practical to install near 
new  bore.  
17/06/2013 Aw aiting a 
dump point kit, w ill be 

installed in  Harlequin 
Street.  
12/07/2013 Contract 

has been aw arded, still 
aw aiting the dump point 
kit. 
07.08.13 As discussed 

in July Council meeting 
location near the 
standpipe in Onyx 
Street is being 

investigated. The only 
problem may be access 
to the site during heavy 
rainfall. 

Director of Urban 

Infrastructure Services 

 
 

19th 
February 
2013 

Questions 
for the next 
Meeting 

Clr Greenaw ay advised Suzanne Murray sent a request for a 
Levee to be Maitland Street, Collarenebri; w hat is the 
progress of this request? 

Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 
Legal Position being 
investigated letter sent 
to Mrs Murray. 

General Manager 

 

19th 

February 
2013 

Questions 

for the next 
Meeting 

Can a report be bought back to the March meeting  regarding 
the short and long term plans / options for the maintenance of 

the Bridges on the Brew on road and details of funding that 
has been applied for? 
Clr Cooper 

Director Engineering 
Services 

01/03/2013 A loan has 
been applied for tw o 

bridges on the Brew on 
Road, currently 
aw aiting outcome. 
15/05/2013 Scheduled 

Director Engineering 
Services 
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a meeting w ith Clr 
Cooper and residents 
on site on 22/05/2013 
to discuss issues / 

concerns raised by 
residents. 
17/06/2013 Meeting 

has been postponed 
due to w eather 
conditions until further 
notice. 

 
 
Completed 31/07/2013 

19th 
February 
2013 

Questions 
for the next 
Meeting 

Has the law n mow er owned by the Lightning Ridge Pre-
School w hich went missing been located? 
Clr Walford  

General Manager 

Further investigations 

currently being 
conducted.  
17/06/2013 Apparently 
located and returned. 

General Manager 

 

19th 

February 
2013 

Questions 

for the next 
Meeting 

What is the progress of the proposed pedestrian crossing 

outside of the Lightning Ridge Pre-School? 
Clr Walford 

Director Engineering 

Services 

01/03/2013 Traff ic 

studies are in progress. 
17/05/2013 Counter 
w as removed on the 
16/05/2013, data 

processing is currently 
in progress. 
17/06/2013 The traff ic 
data w ill be discussed 

at the Local Area Traffic 
Committee Meeting on 
20/06/2013. 
10/07/2013 Draft  

design has been 
submitted to RMS for 
comments on 

04/07/2013 
 

Director Engineering 

Services 

 

19th 
February 

2013 

Questions 
for the next 

Meeting 

What is the latest situation w ith the Lightning Ridge Tip? 

Clr Taylor 
General Manager 

A report is being 
prepared for Council’s 
May 2013 Meeting, the 
life expectancy of the of  

Tip is being reviewed. 
17/06/2013 The 
consultant has advised 

that the tip now  has a 
life expectancy of f ive 
years due to vertical 
expansion. 

10/07/2013 EOI closed, 
preparing draft tender 
documents and design. 

General Manager 
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19th 
February 
2013 

Questions 
for the next 
Meeting 

At the “Welcome to Lighting Ridge agitator” could Council 
provide a hard standing area as it is very boggy in w et 
conditions? 
Clr Taylor 

Director of 
Engineering 

01/03/2013 
Investigation is 
currently in progress 
15/04/2013 This w ill be 

put forth for 
consideration in the 
21013/2014 Budget. 

10/07/2013 Has been 
scheduled on 
October2013. 
 

Director of Engineering 

 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26 March 

26 March 2013 3/2013/11 

Resolved: 
1.  That a fresh ten year licence w ith a f ive year renewal option at 
market value be negotiated w ith Imparja Television Pty. Ltd. w ith 

regards their existing Walgett site and a further option to purchase 
the land at market value also negotiated w hen the issues 
surrounding the requirements of the new  LEP and pow er 
connections are resolved. 

Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 
Licence being prepared for signature. 
Digital Broadcasting has commenced 
in Walgett and Lightning Ridge. 

General Manager  

26 March 2013 3/2013/15 

That the Council give consideration to a provision in the 2013/2014 

budget of an amount of $20,000.00 for the purchase of 17 iPad 
tablets and data packages and the Council Dashboard Intranet 
Softw are. 

 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 

Services 

15/04/2013 Provisions to be made in 
draft estimates. 
15/05/2013 Provision made in draft 

budget. 
15/07/2013 Estimated start date 
19/08/2013 to include production of 

Aug Business Paper. 15 units to be 
installed. 
07.08.13 Scheduled for use at 
August meeting in conjunction w ith 

hardcopy of the business paper. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

26 March 2013 3/2013/17 

That the Council invite expressions of interest for the provision of 
external audit services for a six year period commencing 1 July 
2013 on a joint basis w ith the councils of Coonamble, Warren, 
Gilgandra and Warrumbungle. 

 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director 
Corporate 

Services 

15/04/2013 Matter proceeding. 

Specif ications being prepared prior to 
advertising. 
17/06/2013 Gilgandra  Shire Council 

is progressing the Expression of 
Interest process. 
15/07/2013 Matter progressing. 
07.08.13 Expressions of Interest 

Director Corporate 

Services 
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close 19 August 2013. 

26 March 2013 3/2013/22 

1. That Council endorse the recommendation to request Veolia 

Water Supply to run a prototype trial plant in Collarenebri. 
2. That, should the trial prove a success, retrofit of Collarenebri 
treatment plant be considered in conjunction w ith the 2013/14 
Operational Plan and Budget preparations w ith a special report 

being prepared in respect of this issue including sourcing of 
government funding w hich may be available.  
 
Moved: Clr Greenaw ay 

Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 

04/04/2013 Veolia has been informed 

about Councils resolution, Veolia is 
currently sourcing trial unit. 
15/05/2013 Veolia is still sourcing a 
trial unit. 

16/06/2013 Trial unit could possibly 
be received by the end of June 2013. 
10/07/2013 Trial unit w ill cost 
$58,000.00 as advised by Veolia- 

included in MFBM in July.  

Director Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 

07.08.13 Closed  

26 March 2013 3/2013/23 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Adopt part of Crow n Reserve 230076, commonly know n as the 
Lions Park, as its preferred site at Lightning Ridge for a declared 

off-leash area for dogs. 
 
2. Write to the Crow n Lands Division of the NSW Department of 

Primary Industries and seek its agreement for the establishment of 
an off-leash area for dogs within Crow n Reserve 230076, 
commonly know n as the Lions Park, over the area delineated in 
Attachment B. 

 
3. Consider the allocation of a budget of $3,000 for faeces 
receptacle and signage for an off -leash area for dogs at Lightning 
Ridge as part of Council’s budget for 2013-2014. 

Director Planning 

and Regulatory 
Services 

1. No action required. 
2. Letter sent 4/4/2013 

3. Pending, aw aiting 
response from Crow n 
Lands. 

Director Planning 

and Regulatory 
Services 

 

26 March 2013 3/2013/28 

1.  That the matters listed by the Director Engineering Services for 
brief mention or information be received and noted. 

2.  That report on Pitt Street and Montkeila Street access for road 
train w ill be submitted to the April Council Meeting. 
  
Moved: Clr Lane 

Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

15/04/2013 Currently aw aiting the 

RMS’s response. 
17/06/2013 Will be discussed at the 
Local Area Traff ic Committee 
Meeting on 20/06/2013. 

10/07/2013 Has been discussed on 
Local Area Traff ic Committee 
meeting held on 20/06/2013 and w ill 
be submitted  the proposal on July 

Council Meeting.  
07.08.13 The proposal has been 
submitted to RMS for approval. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Completed 
31/07/2013 
  

26 March 2013 3/2013/30 

1.  That Council endorse the action of the General Manager in 
completing the revised agreement w ith IMF (Australia) to include 

the action against Standard and Poors (S&P)   to act on behalf of 
Walgett Shire Council.  
2. That the successful recoupment of the Dante investment in the 
sum of $494,876.90 be noted and the funds be restricted into a 

Reserve for Economic Development.  
 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

16/04/2013 Settlement details 
expected to be advised shortly. 

1. 15/05/2013 still aw aiting 
details of f inal settlement 
from Lehman Bros.  

2. Funds restricted to 

Economic Development 
Reserves. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

07.08.13 No 
further advice 
received in 
relation to this 

matter.  
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Moved: Clr Greenaw ay 
Seconded:  Clr Martinez 

17/06/2013 Update provide to 
Council 25/06/2013. 
15/07/2013 Aw aiting further advice 
from IMF regarding negotations to 

implement the settlement agreement.  
07.08.13 No further advice received 
in relation to this matter. 

26 March 2013 3/2013/31 

 

1.  That the Council note the content of the report and that the 
property described as Lot 2 & Lot 10 sec 13 DP 758227 (Carinda 
Hotel) be w ithdrawn from sale due to a lack of clarity over the 
current ow nership of the property and as a result, w hether required 

notif ications have been given to all parties w ith an interest in the 
land. 
 
2. That Ms Jennifer Petkovic be advised that Council has deferred 

the sale of the property and that it w ill be re-listed for a further sale 
in the event that outstanding rates remain unpaid. 
 

Moved: Clr Greenaw ay 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

16/04/2013 Property w ithdrawn from 
sale. $7,500 received as at report 

date.  Further $1,000 paid bringing 
total payments to $8,500. Matter to 
be follow ed up with SR Law  to 

determine recovery action. 
17/06/2013 Legal action options 
being investigated.  
15/07/2013 SR Law  have been 

provided w ith relevant 
documentation. Aw aiting further 
advice. 
07.08.13 No response to letter of 

demand. Solicitors instructed to lodge 
statement of claim. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

26 March 2013 3/2013/34 

Senior staff of Walgett Shire Council meet w ith representatives 
from the Australian Opal Centre to establish a Memorandum of 
Understanding. 

 
Moved: Clr Taylor 
Seconded:  Clr Martinez 

General Manager  Meeting to be arranged. General Manager  

26 March 2013 

Questions 
from the 

last 
meeting 

Can funding for maintenance on the Castlereagh Highw ay 
betw een Lightning Ridge and Walgett be investigated? 

Clr Martinez 

Director 
Engineering 

Services 

15/04/2013 Will be discussed at the 
next RMCC Meeting. 

15/05/2013 Was discussed at the 
RMCC meeting held 8th May 2013, 
RMS is currently considering. 
17/06/2013 Currently aw aiting RMS’s 

2013/2014 Work Program. 
 
10/07/2013 RMS has agreed for the 
w ork and w aiting for their work 

schedule 

Director 
Engineering 

Services 

 

26 March 2013 

Questions 
from the 
last 
meeting 

If $90,000 is to be spent on the Collarenebri Agency House, w hat 
is the value of the House and the cost benefits of the renovations? 
Clr Martinez 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

15/04/2013 As at the 29th October 
2010 current market value of the 
property w as $60,000.00. How ever, 
Council’s General Manager believes 

that there is justif ication to carrying 
out renovations to the premises on a 
limited scale and w ill be preparing a 

further report for Council’s 
consideration  in this regard in 
conjunction w ith a report on the 
future operation of the Collarenebri 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23 April 

Agency. 
15/05/2013 A report w ill be submitted  
Council. 
10/07/2013 An inspection  of 

Collarenebri Agency House w ill be 
conducted by General Manager, 
Director Urban Infrastructure 

Services and Senior Health and 
Building Surveyor.  
07.08.13 Inspection Completed. 

26 March 2013 

Questions 

from the 
last 
meeting 

Can a report be bought to Council on the cost of the Bill O’brien 
subdivision? 
Clr Lane 

General Manager 
17/04/2013 The General Manager 
w ill investigate and prepare a report 
for Council’s consideration. 

General Manager  

26 March 2013 

Questions 

from the 
last 
meeting 

Can the draft landfill and Pool contracts be bought to Council? 
Clr Woodcock 

General Manager 

17/04/2013 The General Manager 
advised that a report in relation to the 
future operation of Council’s Landfill 
and Sw imming Pools is being 

prepared and this w ill include draft 
contracts for Council’s consideration. 
10/07/2013 Pool contracts will be 

f inalised after closing EOI. Tender for 
Landfill is progressing.  

General Manager  

23 April 2013 4/2013/7 

That Walgett Shire Council: 
1. Support the notion of “public funding being used for public 
benefit” 
2. Supports “in principle” the SEXI proposal and the development 

of a solar energy industry in Walgett Shire. 
3. Call on the Federal Government, through the Australia 
Renew able Energy Agency (ARENA), to provide up to $200M over 

f ive years to the SEXI Group of Councils. To allow  the SEXI 
proposal to be built and operated. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 

Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

General Manager Letter of Support being drafted. General Manager  

23 April 2013 4/2013/12 

That the State Minister and Federal Shadow  Minister for the 

Environment be invited to inspect the extent of the Hudson Pear 
outbreak in the Shire and to fund the $350,000 required annually 
to treat new  weed incursions and stop the w eed spreading.  

 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 
Invitation being extended through 
Local Member. 

General Manager  
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23 April 2013 4/2013/13 

That the  “Sculptures on the Highw ay” project be included for 
consideration at the 2013/14 Budget Workshop and that further 
consideration be given regarding the level of participation w hich 
Council may have in the organisation of the project.  

 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded: Clr Martinez 

General Manager 
Provision to be made in 2013/14 draft 

estimates. 
General Manager  

23 April 2013 4/2013/21 

1.  That Council delegate to the General Manager authority to sell 
the tw o (2) remaining    properties being Assessment 6544 for 75 

Warrena Street, Walgett – Lot 41 DP 802933 and Assessment 
6569 20 Peel Street, Walgett – Lot 1 Section 10 DP 759036 by 
private treaty in accordance with Section 716 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

2.   That the General Manager be delegated authority to complete 
the required legal documentation associated w ith the sale of the 
properties submitted for sale under Section 713 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 and to aff ix the Council Seal w here 
required. 
3.  That agreement be sought from ow ners with multiple properties 
to transfer any surplus of funds from sale prices exceeding the 

outstanding rate amount, to other properties in the ow ner’s name 
for  w hich the sale price did not meet the outstanding rate amount.   
 
Moved: Clr Lane 

Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director 
Corporate 

Services 

1. & 2. All properties settled 
13 May w ith exception of 5-

7 Church Street 
Collarenebri. Requires 
Documentation to be 

sorted. 
3. To be further considered 

w hen final costs have been 
allocated to each 

assessment. 
17/06/2013 Related processes 
proceeding. 
15/07/2013 1&2 – All properties 

settled. 
2. Letter to be forwarded 

w hen full costs have been 
apportioned to 

assessments. 
07.08.13 Assets officer instructed to 
market properties.  

Meeting held w ith ratepayer. 
Ratepayer agreeable to pay some of 
the surplus of remaining properties 
but is seeking that some funds be 

returned. 

Director Corporate 

Services 
 

23 April 2013 

Question 
for the 
next 
meeting 

Could the Gem Street “shoulders” have a bitumen coating. Due to 
it being a high traff ic area, a dust problem is being created for 
residents in Gem Street opposite the Lightning Ridge Diving and 
Sw imming Pool Complex? 

Clr Taylor 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

10/07/2013 Work programme is in 
progress. 
07.08.13 Due to other commitments 
this has been postponed to October 

2013. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 

23 April 2013 

Question 
for the 
next 
meeting 

Could the Lightning Ridge Visitor Information Centre toilets be up-
graded and painted to make to the toilets more presentable and 
pleasant to visit? 
Clr Taylor 

Acting Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

15/05/2013 Discussed at the Budget 
meeting, Budget has been allocated 
in 2013/14 Financial Year.  

Acting Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

07.08.13 Closed. 

23 April 2013 

Question 
for the 

next 
meeting 

Can a letter be w ritten to the Regional Manager of  Australia Post in 
relation to the issues being experienced at the Lightning Ridge 

Post Office? 
Clr Keir 

Director of 

Corporate 
Services 

Letter being drafted  to the Regional 

Manager of Australia Post. 
17/06/2013 Aw aiting letter from 
Australia Post. 

15/07/2013 Further phone call to 
regional manager. He w ill follow  up 
w ith State Manager regarding 
response to Councils letter.  

07.08.13 Advised that letter should 

Director of 

Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28 May 2013 

be received by Council w eek ending 
9 August 2013. 

23 April 2013 

Question 
for the 
next 

meeting 

Can the condition of the bitumen in Colless Street Come-By-
Chance be inspected? 
Clr Keir 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

15/05/2013 Has been inspected on 
13/05/20213, w ork will be  
undertaken by the end of May 2013. 
17/06/2013 Due to excessive work 

load, the w ork on Colless Street has 
been rescheduled to July 2013. 
 

10/07/2013 Due to the urgent 
commitments, the w ork on the 
Colless Street has been 
postponed  to  October 2013. 

 

Director 
Engineering Ser 
vices 

 

23 April 2013 

Question 

for the 
next 
meeting 

Noted that he had raised this matter at the February meeting and 
resident’s letters on the issue had not been replied to. He 
requested that a report be bought back to Council regarding 

possible funding and planned maintenance for the Bridges and 
side tracks on the Brew on Road. It w as also suggested that 
Council off icers meet w ith residents. 

Clr Cooper 

Director 

Engineering 
Services 

15/05/2013 A meeting has been 
scheduled for 20/05/2013 w ith Clr 
Cooper and residents onsite. 
17/06/2013 Due to the w eather 

conditions the meeting needs to be 
rescheduled. 
07.08.13 Councillor Cooper has 
spoken w ith residents and happy to 

see the construction of the bridge this 
year. 

Director 

Engineering 
Services 

 

28 May 2013 5/2013/9 

Resolved:  
 
1. That Council review  the document and highlight 

those matters w ithin the Taskforce’s latest paper w hich it is felt 
should be supported, changed or amended. 
2. That the General Manager  prepare a submission 
to The Local Government Acts Taskforce and submit same prior to 

the closing date of 28th June 2013. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 
Attended Taskforce Workshop at 
Dubbo on 15 May, submission being 
prepared to be lodged by 28/06/2013. 

General Manager  

28 May 2013 5/2013/11 

1. That Council review  the options as detailed 

2. The Council identif ies any further options not 
detailed. 
3. That Council eliminate any options not considered 
suitable.  

4. Council identify a preferred option or options that 
they w ould like to further evaluate. 

General Manager 
Meeting held w ith Councillors on the 
14th June to discuss submission. 

General Manager  
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5. The General Manager hold a meeting w ith all 
Council staff to outline the w ork of the Panel and Council’s position 
going forward.  
6. That Council determine the need to hold a series 

of public forums to explain the w ork of the Panel and the proposals 
being considered. 
7. That a full explanation of the current proposals and 

Council’s preferred option(s) be circulated through Council’s 
new sletter and web site. 
8. That Council further explore options 2, 4 and 5 
only. 

2. Enter into a strong resource sharing agreement 
w ith our surrounding Councils (Not necessarily limited to the three 
identif ied) w hich will provide some economies of scale and cost 
savings. This could be strengthened by the undertaking of a 

Memorandum of Understanding 
4. Look at the concept of a much small Regional 
Authority, say based on Walgett, Brew arrina and Bourke. This 
could bring to the table the State and Federal Governments and 

the Aboriginal Organisations. The determination of representation 
w ould be one hurdle to overcome. 
5. Form a County Council w ith the three Councils to 

facilitate a better resource sharing model and also have additional 
bargaining pow er with the State and Federal Agencies and the 
ability to engage w ith the aboriginal communities on a regional 
basis. 

 
9. That the results of the further research be brought 
back to a Council Workshop. 
10. That the General Manager engage additional 

professional expertise if  required. 
11. That the General Manager consult w ith 
surrounding Shires to ascertain their intended actions. 
12. The Mayor and the General Manager be 

authorised to take any other appropriate action in preparing 
information for Council’s workshop. 

28 May 2013 5/2013/14 

Resolved: 
 
1. That Council agree to provide a Migrant 

Information and Referral service through the Community 
Development unit subject to funding for employment of the w orker 
being provided by the Community Relations Commission (CRC)  
  

2.  That a provision of $5000 in 2013-2014 budget for 
administrative and off ice expenses associated with the position. 
 

Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded: Clr Martinez 

 
Director 
Corporate 

Services 

17/06/2013 Arrangements 
proceeding. 
15/07/2013 Letter w ritten and funding 

application lodged.  
07.08.13 Matter progressing 

Director Corporate 
Services 
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28 May 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

meeting 

What is the progress on the amalgamation of the Engineering 
Department? 
Clr Woodcock 

General Manager 

The General Manager advised this 
w ill be readdressed once the 
Independent Local Government 
Review  Panel release their f inal 

decision. 

General Manager  

28 May 2013 

Questions 

for the 
next 
meeting 

Has Council investigated R & M Pearson’s letter regarding access 
to the Walgett Weir? 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

17/06/2013 A site meeting w ill be 
scheduled and further investigations 
undertaken. 
 

10/07/2013 Investigation has been 
done. Council has submitted an 
opposed letter to Crow n Lands. 

07.08.13 Waiting for the Crow n 
Land’s action. 
 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

.  

28 May 2013 

Questions 
for the 

next 
meeting 

When w ill the resurfacing of the tar in George Street Collarenebri 

be undertaken? 

Director 

Engineering 
Services 

17/06/2013 Big potholes have been 
filled w ith black jack, r resealing has 

been scheduled w ithin the 2013/14 
Budget.  

Director 

Engineering 
Services 

 

28 May 2013 

Questions 

for the 
next 
meeting 

Complaints have been received regarding the Leash Free Area in 

Lightning Ridge, can further investigation be undertaken to f ind a 
suitable area? 

Director Planning 

& Regulatory 
Services 

17/06/2013 aw aiting response from 
Crow n Lands Dubbo regarding the 

proposal for Lions Park. Regulatory 
Officer will be undertaking w eekend 
patrols to ensure all pets restrained 
at markets.  

Director Planning 

& Regulatory 
Services 

 

28 May 2013 5/2013/22 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to provide of up to $70,000 

from the Water Fund to engage a consultant to undertake the 
feasibility study, hydrology study and concept design for raising the 
Barw on Weir 11A and incorporating a f ishw ay. 
 

Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Acting Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

Feasibility study concept being 
f inalised.  
07.08.13 Site meeting scheduled for 
2nd w eek of August with Consultant 

Acting Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

28 May 2013 5/2013/31 

1) That Council adopt in principal the 2013/14 Draft Operational 
Plan and Budget, Associated Integrated Planning and Reporting 
Documentation. 

 
2) That Council Place the documentation on Public Exhibition for 
28 days and during this time hold Public Consultation Sessions. 
 

Moved:  Clr Martinez 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

General Manager 

Documents currently on Public 
Exhibition, submissions w ill close 

Monday 24/06/2013, a special 
budgetary meeting to adopt the 
budget is scheduled for Friday 
28/06/2013. 

General Manager 
Completed 
31/07/2013 
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25th June 2013 Meeting   

25 June 2013 6/2013/11 

That attendance of the Mayor and General Manager at the Local 

Government NSW Annual Conference be confirmed w ith expenses 
paid and Councillors submit any issues they w ould like to be 
submitted for consideration for the business session of the 
conference.  

Moved:  Clr Lane  
Seconded:      Clr Cooper 

General Manager  
Appropriate Action being taken as 
required.  

General Manager   

25 June 2013 6/2013/12 

That the action being  taken by the General Manager in preparing 
and submitting an application for  Round 5 RDAF grant – 
“MainStreet Makeovers” be endorsed. 

 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 
Appropriate Action being taken as 

required.  
General Manager 

Completed 

31/07/2013 

25 June 2013 6/2013/13 

That  
1. Council endorse the Walgett Submission in 

response to the Independent Local Government Review  Panel’s 
discussion papers and supporting documentation. 
2. Reserve the right to make further submissions to 
the Panel in respect of any further information/discussion papers 

released subsequently by the Panel. 
3. Make a formal approach to Bourke and Brew arrina 
Shires to establish a joint Section 355 Committee, comprised of 
three elected representatives of each Council, to investigate and 

implement a higher level of strategic and functional resource 
sharing by the three Councils. 
 

Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 
Appropriate Action being taken as 
required. 

General Manager  

25 June 2013 6/2013/18 

1. That the Council agree in principle to assuming 
responsibility for the Come By Chance hall and that a further report 
is presented in relation to the lease conditions and the 

establishment of a SEC 355 committee for the ongoing 
administration of the hall. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 

Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 
 

Corporate 
Services 

15/07/2013 Current Trustees 
progressing updating of Certif icate of 

Title. Documentation being 
progressed. 
07.08.13 Matter being progressed. 
Lease template purchased. 

Director  
Corporate 
Services 

 

25 June 2013 6/2013/19 

That Council agree to be a partner in the Collarenebri aboriginal 
cemetery toilet block project and that $5,000 be restricted from 
budget ledger 11.03561.1479 and $5,000 be restricted from 

budget ledger 11.03561.1480 and carried forward to the 2013 / 
2014 to fund councils contribution to the project. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 

Seconded:  Clr Martinez 

Corporate 
Services 

15/07/2013 Project to be progressed 

in 13/14 together w ith Gosford City 
Council and other project partners.  
07.08.13 Matter to be progressed. 

Director 

Corporate 
Services 
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25 June 2013 6/2013/20 

That Council endorse the change to the Implementation Plan and 
the proposed location of the outdoor gym equipment in Walgett, 
Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. 
 

Moved: Clr Cooper 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Corporate 
Services 

15/07/2013 Project plan progressing 
w ith installation estimated for Nov / 
Dec this year. 

07.08.13 Advice to community 
provided via Council Column. 

Director 
Corporate 

Services 

 

25 June 2013 6/2013/23 

1. Note the draft revised Walgett Shire Council Local 
Approvals Policy. 
 

2.  Place the draft Walgett Shire Council Local 
Approvals Policy on public exhibition for a   minimum of six w eeks 
and invite w ritten submissions from the public on the draft policy. 

 
3. Advertise the public exhibition of the draft Walgett 
Shire Council Local Approvals Policy via: 
(a) Council’s new spaper column in the Lightning Ridge New s and 

the Walgett Spectator. 
(b) Council’s w eb site. 
(c) Letters to precinct committees and community w orking parties. 
 

Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Planning 
& Regulatory 
Services  

1. No action required. 
2. Public exhibition ends 

16.08.13 
3. Completed 03/07/2013 

Director Planning 
& Regulatory 
Services 

 

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 

next 
Meeting 

Can a report be bought to the next Council meeting advising the 
total cost of new  bore and pumping equipment and the quality / 

quantity of the w ater supply. Also can a statement of the Lightning 
Ridge w ater fund be provided at the next Council meeting. 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

Services  

15/07/2013 Report w ill be submitted 
to the August Council Meeting.  

07.08.13 Reports proposed for 
August Council meeting 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

Services 

 

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 

next 
Meeting 

The building on the reserve behind Pandora Street in Lightning 
Ridge is currently being used as a shooting gallery, can Western 

Lands be contacted to confirm ow nership of the land and action be 
taken to rectify the issue.  

Director Planning 
& Regulatory 

Services 

01.08.13 Notice of Intention to Issue 
an Order sent. Proposes that building 

be demolished.  

Director Planning 
& Regulatory 

Services 

 

25 June 2013 

Questions 

for the 
next 
Meeting 

The Lightning Ridge Depot recently sent four whipper snippers to 
Walgett Depot to be repaired and received only one w hipper 
snipper in return being advised the original four w hipper snippers 

had been disposed. Also recently w hen bolts, nuts and w ashers 
w ere to be collected from stores Lightning Ridge staff were 
advised the order had not been placed. Can the reason for this be 
investigated? 

Director Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 

10/07/2013 Three new  Whipper 
Snippers to replace stock have been 

ordered.  
07.08.13 Under investigation. Result 
to be advised in Council meeting. 

Director Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 

 

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 
Meeting 

The Carinda Precinct Committee has advised there is a safety 
problem in the Children’s Playground Equipment in the Park, Can 
this be investigated? 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

10/07/2013 Inspection has been 

undertaken and the report w ill be 
included in MFBM in July. 
07.08.13 The playground equipment 
is for ages 7 +. A sign is being 

prepared to be installed. 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

Meeting 

What is the progress of R & M Pearsons letter regarding access to 
the Walgett Weir. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services  

10/07/2013 Investigated and has 
been responded to by phone and 
letter. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 
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25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

Meeting 

Can the North West Weight of Loads be contacted to remove the 
Colless Transport email address from the email mailout? 

General Manager 

The North West Weight of loads 
Moree Representative has been 
contacted in early July to have the 

Dick Colless email address removed.  

General Manager   

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

Meeting 

Can the legality into a chain w ire fence being erected within the 
Urban area be investigated? 

Director Planning 
& Regulatory 
Services 

Answer provided to Councillors via 
email dated 08/07/2013. 

Director Planning 
& Regulatory 
Services 

07.08.13 
Complete.  

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

Meeting 

Can the northern gatew ay to Walgett from Namoi Bridge to the 
saleyard turnoff be mow ed and cleaned on a more regular basis? 

Director Rural & 
Support Services 

10/07/2013 Staff have been directed 
to monitor on a regular basis.  

Director Rural & 
Support Services 

 

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

Meeting 

The vacant land on the corner of Peel and Warrena Streets, 
Walgett has a fence w hich has fallen down and is a danger to the 
public, can this be investigated? 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

10/07/2013 Planning section is in 
process to contact land ow ner. 
07.08.13 Council has issued letter to 
the landow ner Re: demolish and 

remove fencing. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

Meeting 

The Council draft budget w as not available at either Lightning 
Ridge library, Lightning Ridge Neighbourhood Centre or on the 

w ebsite. Does this affect the public exhibition period? 

General Manger  

The draft budget w as available on the 
w ebsite however at times w as difficult 
to locate as due to technical 
diff iculties “dropped” off the front 

page, no this does not affect the 
public exhibition period.  

General Manger  

25 June 2013 

Questions 
for the 

next 
Meeting 

Can Council please have a report detailing income and 
expenditure on balance of the Lightning Ridge Water Fund for the 

last f ive years. 

Director 
Corporate 

Services  

15/07/2013 Report being complied.  
07.08.13 Report to be presented at 

August meeting. 

Director Corporate 

Services 
 

25 June 2013 6/2013/32 

That the action taken by Council’s representatives in securing an 
agreement w ith the Walgett and District Sporting Club Ltd.’s 
Administrators for the immediate and ongoing community access 

to the Club’s sporting facilities be endorsed and a w atching brief 
be maintained over efforts to have the Club resume trading as 
soon as possible   

 
Further that the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to hold 
further negotiations w ith the Administrators should such a course 
of action become necessary. 

 
Moved: Clr Greenaw ay 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General Manger  
Appropriate action being taken as 

required.  
General Manger  

25 June 2013 6/2013/33 

1. That the matters listed by the General Manager for 
brief mention or information be received and noted: 

                       1) Lightning Ridge Bore Bath Incident 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaw ay 

General Manager  For Councillors Information. General Manager  

25 June 2013 6/2013/34 

1. That Council note the report and endorse the action of the 

General Manager in regard to acceptance of the settlement 
scheme proposed to creditors.   
 

General Manager 
Appropriate action being taken as 
required. 

General Manager  
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23rd July 2013  

Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

25 June 2013 6/2013/36 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1)  Connect a Master Meter at the edge of tow n on all 
private line to confirm consumption, w ith a back f low  prevention 

unit, w ith a letter of advice to all individuals w ith legal connections. 
 
2)  Seek legal advice on the situation. 

 
3)  A further report be bought back to Council once 
legal opinion is sought. 
 

Moved: Clr Greenaw ay 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Planning 
& Regulatory 

Services 

10/07/2013 In progress. 
Director Planning 
& Regulatory 

Services 

 

25 June 2013 6/2013/39   

That this item be deferred to next Council Meeting, 2013 due to a 
lack of quorum and extend existing contracts until 31st July 
 

Moved: Clr Greenaw ay 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director 
Engineering 

Services 

The existing contract of the casual 
plant hire has been extended up to 
31st July. 

07.08.13 Re-extended to 31 August 
2013. 

Director 
Engineering 

Services 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/7 

1. That a licence for a period of three (3) years be 
granted to the Lightning Ridge Arts and Craft Council Incorporated 

for use of part Lot 8 DP1123745 (previously gazetted as Lot 166 
DP820444) for use as an Arts and Craft Centre. 
2. That the rent fee be $434.00 per annum plus 
$43.40 GST ($477.40 in total). 

3. That the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to sign the licence. 
4. That Lightning Ridge Arts & Crafts Centre be 
requested to provide an audited set of Financial Statements. 

Director 
Corporate 

Services 

07.08.13 Letter w ritten advising of 
Council resolution. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/13 

That the draft policy for noise and hearing loss be adopted. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 
Work Health & Safety Committee / 
Staff to be advised. 

General Manager  

23 July 2013 7/2013/14 

That the General Manager’s Report on matters for brief mention or 

information only be received and noted: 
 
1. Letter from Director General regarding NSW Budget 2013-14 
2. NSW Labor Policy Forum: Grow th in Regions 

Commission 

General Manager No further Action Required General Manager 
Completed 
31/07/2013 
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23 July 2013 7/2013/16 

1.  That the General Manager’s Report be received 
and noted and Council endorse the action being taken and 
approve contributions amounting to $4426.82 per annum in 2012, 
2013 and 2014 being paid tow ards the cost of promoting the “YES” 

case. 
2. Once the legality is confirmed, the General 
Manager arrange for representation at the polling booths during 

the coming Federal Election. 

General Manager 

1) Community Forums being 
planned. 

2) Media Release in Draft 
3) Planning for Attendance 

Pooling Booths in train.  

General Manager  

23 July 2013 7/2013/17 

That Council note the outcomes of the LGNSW presentation 

session at Cobar as w ell as 
 the planned meeting w ith our neighbouring Councils. 
 

Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Greenaw ay 

General Manager 
Meeting w ith Bourke and Brew arrina 
Shires planned for 5 August, 2013. 

General Manager  

23 July 2013 7/2013/18 

1. That Council approve a requested contribution, of  
$2384.97 tow ards the legal costs of mid-Western Regional Council 
in its mining categorisation matter before the NSW Land and 

Environment Court. 

Director 
Corporate 

Service 

07.08.13 Cheque requisitioned and 
letter w ritten. 

Director Corporate 
Service 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/19 

That the report be received and action taken to partner w ith the 
NSW Department of Office and Communities to present the Sport 
& Recreation Forum be endorsed. 

Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Martinez 

Director 
Corporate 

Service 

07.08.13 Preparations for conduct of 
the forum in hand 

Director Corporate 
Service 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/23 
That the request from Carinda Public School that fees for their use 
of the reserve be donated from Council’s Sec 356 donations 

expenditure vote. 

Director 
Corporate 

Service 

07.08.13 Letter w ritten and cheque 
requested 

Director Corporate 
Service 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/24 

1. That the report on Walgett Library Extension be 
received and noted. 
2. That Council approve budget variation in the sum 

of $46,513 from budget ledger 11.3808.4950 to budget ledger 
11.3056.1503. 

Director 
Corporate 

Service 

07.08.13 Budget referred to Finance 
Manager. 

Director Corporate 
Service 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/25 
1. That the draft Internal Policy and Procedures be 
adopted in principle and placed on public exhibition for 28 days. 

Director 
Corporate 

Service 

07.08.13 Policy and procedures 
placed on public exhibition 

Director Corporate 
Service 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/27 

1. That Council receive and endorse acceptance of 
the $25,000 grant offered by the NSW Government Office of 
Communities - Sport and Recreation Grant Funding. 

2. That Council reallocate funding to complete the 
original project scope be relocated from Recreation and Culture 
Capital Maintenance ledger 11.03056.4081 in the sum of $25,000. 
3.  A check be made to see w hether such structures 

are covered by insurance and at w hat cost. 

Director 

Corporate 
Services 

07.08.13 Offer accepted on-line. 
Referred to FM for action. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/28 

1. That the matters listed for brief mention or 
information is received and noted: 
a)  Collarenebri Water Main 
b)  Tree Removal request from WAMS 

c)  Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant – Trial Unit 
d) Walgett Levee Rehabilitation – Stage 3 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services  

Completed 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

07.08.13 
Complete. 
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23 July 2013 7/2013/29 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to note: 
 
1. The letter dated 28/6/2013 from the Director 
General of the Department of Planning & Infrastructure regarding 

the Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
 
2. That the Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013 

w as published on the NSW legislation w ebsite on Friday 5 July 
2013 and commenced effect from that date. 
 
3. The Interim Development Order – Shire of Walgett 

1968 w as superseded from the commencement of the Walgett 
Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
 
4.  Invite the Regional Director of Planning & 

Infrastructure to a Council Meeting. 

Director Planning 

& Regulatory 
Services  

1,2,3. No action required. 

4. Regional Director scheduled to 
attend 27.08.13 meeting.  

Director Planning 

& Regulatory 
Services 

07.08.13 
Complete. 

23 July 2013 7/2013/31 1. That Council accept and recommend the road train bypass. 
Director 
Engineering 
Services 

08.07.13 Has been submitted to RMS 
for approval. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/33 

 
1. That the matters listed by the Director Engineering Services for 
brief mention or information be received and noted: 
 1. North West Weight of Loads Committee AGM 

 2. Works programme for 2013/2014 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 
Director 
Engineering 
Services 

07.08.13 
Completed 

23 July 2013 7/2013/35 

 
1. That Council resolve to move additional FAG funding of 
$484,236 to restricted assets, in the form of a Contingent Reserve 

Fund for future allocation as required. 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

07.08.13 Referred to FM for action. 
Director Corporate 
Services 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/36 

1. That Council receive and note the  request for the  
acquisition. 
2. That Council accepts the acquisition  proposal , 
and authorise the General Manager to explore acquisition 

arrangements and negotiate further as required. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services & 

General Manager  

07.08.13 Further investigation in 
progress. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services & 

General Manager 

 

23 July 2013 7/2013/37 
Due to a lack of quorum this item w as deferred to the next meeting 
and current Tenders are to be extended for another month. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

07.08.13 The casual plant hire 
existing offer has been extended up 
to 31 August 2013. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 

23 July 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

meeting 

Can the Tender of the Harris Bridge on the Brew on Road be 
included in the Tender for the Baroka Overflow Bridge B67 and Big 
Baroka B66 Bridges on the Brew on Road? 

Clr Cooper 

Director 
Engineering 

Services 

 
07.08.13 Only B66 and B66 have 
been included on 2013/14 program, 
but Clr Cooper’s suggestion is being 

further investigated. 
 

Director 
Engineering 

Services 

 

23 July 2013 

Questions 
for the 

next 
meeting 

Has the level of assistance that Council w ill provide to the Sporting 
Club been determined? 

Clr Cooper 

General Manager 
Aw aiting formal application from new  

Sporting Club Committee.  
General Manager  
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23 July 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

meeting 

Can Council investigate acquiring the Lightning Ridge Bow ling 
Club Greens and use on the Lightning Ridge Netball Courts? 
Clr Martinez 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

07.08.13 Staff has advised to talk 
w ith the manager of Bow ling Club 
regarding bow ling green 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

23 July 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

meeting 

Does the Collarenebri School and Hospital pay general rates? 
Clr Greenaw ay 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

07.08.13 Both exempt from general 
rates but pay w ater, sewerage and 
w aste charges. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

23 July 2013 

Questions 
for the 
next 

meeting 

Can a letter be w ritten to Telstra from Walgett Shire Council w ith 
regards complaint regarding the state of communication service to 
customers from the Berkley Dow ns Tow er East of Walgett? 

Clr Keir 

General Manager 

 

The General Manager advises that 

the matter w as raised with the 

member for Parkes, Mark Coulton 

during his visit to Walgett on 

Wednesday 14 August, 2013 to see if 

it could be included in the 

Communication Black Spots 

Programme. A letter has also been 

sent to Telstra. 

 

General Manager  
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEKLY RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT NSW – AUGUST 2013 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 

 

 
Summary: 
 

Copies of weekly circulars numbers 29-33 received from Local Government NSW since the July 
Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  
 
Background: 
 

The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of councillors: 
 

Issue 29 
Item 14 – Rural Fires Regulation 2013 
Item 17 – Local Land Services Board Roles Advertised 
Item 24 – LGNSW Submission on the Planning White Paper and Exposure Bills 
Item 26 – Roads to Recovery Program – Request for Information from Councils 
Item 27 – Grant Funding for Recreational Boating Infrastructure 
 
Issue 30   
Item 11 – Seniors Week Grants open 
Item 13 – Amendments to the Fair Work Act 2009 
Item 18 – EPA Changes for Regulation of Coal Seam Gas and Wind Farms 
 
Issue 31 
Item 13 – Community Sharps Management Survey 
Item 14 – Potential Contravention of FWA by Council’s Procurement Processes 
Item 20 – ICAC Course on Corruption Risks for Council Staff 
 
Issue 32 
Item 4 – Local Government Referendum Off due to Early Federal Election 
Item 8 – 2014 National Local Roads and Transport Congress 
Item 20 – Regional Road Block Grants – Request for Information 
Item 21 – Country Passenger Transport Infrastructure Grants Scheme 2013-14 
 
Issue 33 
Item 10 – Container Deposit Petition 
Item 13 – Council Responsibilities under the Carers (Recognition) Act 2010 
Item 14 – Proposed changes to Fringe Benefits Tax (FBT) on Motor Vehicles 
Item 17 – Council Governance Information Sessions 2013 – Model Code of Conduct Procedures 
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Current Position: 
 

Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any matters of 
interest with the General Manager prior to the Meeting. Staff also have the task of following up and 
lodging application for grant funding where funding for Council projects may be available. 
 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 

Nil 
 

Governance issues: 
 

Senior Management Staff and Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and keep 
abreast of Local Government issues occurring at Industry level. 
 

Environmental issues: 
 

Nil 
 

Stakeholders: 
 

Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 

Financial Implications: 
 

Nil 
 

Legal Issues: 
 

Nil 
 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

Not Applicable 
 

Conclusion: 
 

Both Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to consider the contents of the various 
circulars and determine what action, if any, needs to be taken. 
 

Circulars Received from the Local Government NSW  
 

Recommendation: 
 

That the information contained in the weekly circulars numbers 29-33 from the Local Government 
NSW be received and noted. 
 

Moved:   
Seconded:   
 

Attachments: 

Nil. 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

68 
 

CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET – JULY /AUGUST 2013 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Copies of circulars received 13-32 to 13-37 from the Local Government Division Department of 
Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 
 
Background: 

 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention of 
councillors: 
 
13-32 Calendar of Compliance and Reporting Requirements 2013/14 
13-33 Public Interest Disclosure- Report Due 30 July 2013 
13-34  Council Governance Information Sessions 2013- Model Code of Conduct Procedures 
13-35 Provision of Information about Enforcement Action Under the Companion Animals Act 1998 
13-36 Local Infrastructure Renewal Scheme – Successful Projects in Round Two 
13-37 Council Responsibilities under the Carers (Recognition) Act 2010 
 
All circulars have been emailed to Councillors prior to Council meeting. 
 
Current Position 

13-32 For Information Only 
13-33 Return Completed and Lodged  
13-34 Attendance being arranged 
13-35 Authorised officers being briefed 
13-36 Council’s application was successful 
13-37 Staff are being briefed 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 

 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will 
be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors under 
separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on Local 
Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  
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Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 

 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 
Circulars Received from the Division of Local Government – July/August 2013  

 
Recommendation: 

 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 13-32 to 13-37 from the 
Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
 

Circulars 13-32 to 13-37. 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR – AUGUST 2013 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Monthly calendar of Council activities. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly in-
house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff to plan 
their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when they 
have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send meeting 
notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is received 
meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar and the 
representative(s) names flagged. 
 
Current Position: 

 
The calendar for the months of August 2013 to October 2013 is attached. Councillors are 
requested to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors are 
requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming community or 
councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 

 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
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Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Not applicable 
 
Conclusion: 

 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 
Monthly Calendar – August to October 2013  

 
Recommendation: 
 

That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period August 2013 to October 
2013. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 

 
Calendar for August 2013 to October 2013. 
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AUGUST 2013 

Date of 

Meeting 
Time What Who 

Thurs 1 Aug    

Fri 2 Aug    

Sat 3 Aug    

Sun 4 Aug    

Mon 5 Aug    

Tues 6 Aug    

Wed 7 Aug    

Thurs 8 Aug 10:00 am Traffic Committee Meeting Clr Keir, Clr Martinez 

Fri 9 Aug    

Sat 10 Aug    

Sun 11 Aug    

Mon 12 Aug     

Tues 13 Aug  10:00 MVWAC Meeting - Wellington General Manager 

Wed 14 Aug    

Thurs 15 Aug 3:00pm  HACC Meeting Clr Keir 

Fri 16 Aug  Walgett Campdraft & Rodeo  

Sat 17 Aug  Walgett Campdraft & Rodeo  

Sun 18 Aug  Walgett Campdraft & Rodeo  

Mon 19 Aug    

Tues 20 Aug    

Wed 21 Aug 
10:00 

6:30pm 

CMCC Council Meeting 

Lightning Ridge Tourism Association Meeting 

Clr Woodcock 

Clr Greenaway & General 
Manager 

Clr Taylor 

 

Thurs 22 Aug 1:30pm Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting General Manager 

Fri 23 Aug    

Sat 24 Aug    

Sun 25 Aug    

Mon 26 Aug    

Tues 27 Aug 10:00 Council Meeting - Walgett All Councillors and Directors 

Wed 28 Aug 8:30am PCYC/Community College Meeting Mayor & General Manager 

Thurs 29 Aug    

Fri 30 Aug 1:00pm Minister for Education (WHS) Mayor & General Manager 

Sat 31 Aug    
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September 2013 

 

  

Date of 

Meeting 
Time What Who 

Sun 1 Sept    

Mon 2 Sept    

Tues 3 Sept    

Wed 4 Sept    

Thurs 5 Sept    

Fri 6 Sept    

Sat 7 Sept    

Sun 8 Sept    

Mon 9 Sept    

Tues 10 Sept    

Wed 11 Sept    

Thurs 12 Sept 10:00am  Outback Arts – Walgett Shire Council Chambers Clr Keir 

Fri 13 Sept    

Sat 14 Sept    

Sun 15 Sept    

Mon 16 Sept    

Tues 17 Sept    

Wed 18 Sept 6:30pm Lightning Ridge Tourism Association Meeting Clr Taylor 

Thurs 19 Sept    

Fri 20 Sept    

Sat 21 Sept    

Sun 22 Sept    

Mon 23 Sept     

Tues 24 Sept 10:00am  Council Meeting – Rowena (Mayoral Election) All Councilors and Directors  

Wed 25 Sept    

Thurs 26 Sept    

Fri  27 Sept    

Sat 28 Sept     

Sun 29 Sept    

Mon 30 Sept    
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October 2013 

Date of 

Meeting 
Time What Who 

Tues 1 Oct  Local Government NSW Annual Conference Mayor & General Manager 

Wed 2 Oct  Local Government NSW Annual Conference Mayor & General Manager 

Thus 3 Oct  Local Government NSW Annual Conference Mayor & General Manager 

Fri 4 Oct    

Sat 5 Oct    

Sun 6 Oct    

Mon 7 Oct    

Tues 8 Oct    

Wed 9 Oct    

Thurs 10 Oct    

Fri 11 Oct    

Sat 12 Oct    

Sun 13 Oct    

Mon 14 Oct    

Tues 15 Oct    

Wed 16 Oct 
10:00am 

6:30pm 

CMCC Meeting – Gilgandra 

Lightning Ridge Tourism Association- Annual General Meeting 

Clr Woodcock & Clr Greenaway 

General Manager  

Clr Taylor  

Thurs 17 Oct    

Fri 18 Oct    

Sat 19 Oct    

Sun 20 Oct    

Mon 21 Oct    

Tues 22 Oct 10:00am Council Meeting - Walgett All Councillors and Directors 

Wed 23 Oct    

Thurs 24 Oct     

Fri 25 Oct    

Sat 26 Oct     

Sun 27 Oct    

Mon 28 Oct    

Tues 29 Oct    

Wed 30 Oct    

Thurs 31 Oct    



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

84 
 

PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND PROVISION OF FACILITIES FOR 

COUNCILLORS POLICY 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1409 

 

 
Summary: 

The purpose of this report is to enable Council to review the Policy for the Payment of 

Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors. 

 
Background: 

 
Council is required to adopt a Policy for the Payment of Expenses and the Provision of 

Facilities to Councillors within five months after the end of each year, with a copy of the 

Policy to be forwarded to the Department of Local Government. 
 
Current Position: 

 
The existing  Policy  has been revised for Council's  consideration,  taking  into account  

the existing policy,  legislative  requirements   and the guidelines  issued  by the Department  

of Local Government. 

 
Vide  Minute  09/2011/12 Council  adopted  as Policy that from 2011/2012 Councillor  fees  

in future be set at the maximum  level set by the Local Government   Remuneration  

Tribunal  annually subject  to 25% of the Mayoral fee  being allocated  to the Councillor  

who occupies  the position  of Deputy  Mayor. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Local Government Act 1993 

WSC Policies Document 

WSC Procedures Document 

 
Governance Issues: 

 
The adoption of a policy will contribute to the good governance of the organisation. 

 
Environmental Issues: 

Nil 

Stakeholders 

Councillors 
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Council Staff 

 

Financial Implications: 

 
The monetary amounts in the policy were updated three years ago, and the current draft 
policy does not provide for an increase. 
 
Options/Alternatives: 

 
Council is required to adopt a policy for the Payment of Expenses and the Provision of Facilities to 
Councillors; however the terms of the policy may be varied. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The limits of expenditure have not been increased as they were reviewed in 2009. Council 
should consider whether the suggested limits are equitable. 
 

Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors 

 
Recommendation: 
 

1. That Council give notice of its intention to adopt the Draft Policy for the Payment of Expenses 
and Provision of Facilities to Councillors, in accordance with Section 253 of the Local Government 
Act.  
 
2. Consider updating the various expenditure limits.  
 
3. And that the Draft Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors Policy then 
be placed on public exhibition and public submissions invited. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
 
 
Revised Payment Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors Policy (will be 
circulated under separate cover to Councillors before the Council meeting). 
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BURREN JUNCTION SPORTS GROUND AMENITIES BLOCK 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager/Matt Clarkson – Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   09/776 

 

 
Summary: 
 

Cubbaroo Campdraft Club have requested to install an additional amenities block at the Burren 
Junction Sports Ground. It is highly recommended that Council resolve not to approve the 
installation. 
 
Background: 
 

Walgett Shire Council has received a proposal to install a transportable amenities block on Lot 
7001 DP 1032424. Cubbaroo Campdraft Club has identified that since relocating the Campdraft to 
Burren Junction, the existing amenities block near the Tennis Club House is no longer large 
enough. They wish to install an additional amenities block at their cost to solve this problem.  
 
Current Position: 
 

The amenities block proposed to be installed at the sports ground is in poor condition. Once 
installed, Council would be responsible for the ongoing maintenance.  
 
Relevant reference documents/policies: 
 

 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

 Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 

 State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007. 
 
Governance issues: 
 

Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a motion for 
a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors voting for and 
against the motion must be recorded. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 

Nil  
 
Stakeholders: 
 

Walgett Shire Council, community and applicant. 
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Financial Implications: 
 

On average toilet blocks cost in the area of $50,000 to $150,000, dependant on size. It is 
considered that a cost effective alternative of providing a portable ablutions trailer would be a cost 
effective option.  
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 

Approval:- Council could approve the installation and maintain the amenities block as per a 
Council asset. This option has not been recommended as the structure presents as an ongoing 
significant liability, and the Campdraft may be better served using alternative options.  
 
Conclusion: 
 

It would be appropriate for Council to consider the alternatives to constructing of a number of toilet 
facilities that are only used once or twice a year. 
 

Burren Junction Sports Ground Amenities Block 

 
Recommendation: 
 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Refuse Cubbaroo Campdraft Club’s request to install an additional amenities block on Lot 7001 
DP 1032424 
 
2. Consider updating the various expenditure limits.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM PROCESS - UPDATE 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
 

To update Council with recent developments in relation to the Local Government Reform process. 
 
Background: 
 

Council will recall endorsing both joint submissions with Bourke and Brewarrina Shires as well as 
one focused on Walgett Shire at the June Council meeting. Council also resolved to have further 
discussions with both Bourke and Brewarrina Shires as per the following resolution. 
 
Current Position: 
 

Both Bourke and Brewarrina Shires have responded in the affirmative in this regards and meetings 
have been held with the mayors, deputy mayors and general managers on Monday 5 August, 
2013 and Monday 19 August 2013 respectively. 
 
As a result of those meetings the attached draft “Barwon Darling Co-ordination Group” agreement 

has been prepared and will be submitted to the August meeting of the three councils for 

consideration and adoption. 

In addition, at the LGNSW presentation at Cobar on Wednesday 17 July, 2013 the consensus of 
those Western Division Councils attending was as follows: 

 

1. Reject western regional authority model in the NSW Government's Strengthening Remote 

Communities in NSW - The Options paper. 

2. That three or four groups of Councils, within the Western Division, with a strong community 

of interest, hold further discussion with regards more extensive strategic resource sharing 

and expansion of council/locally based NGO service delivery. 

3. That the opportunity for Federal and State government funding bodies partner with these 

council groups for a more integrated service delivery model for remote communities be 

investigated. 

4. That all Western Division Councils remain autonomous. 
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5. That opportunities for increased funding through abolishing rate pegging, changes to the 

Financial Assistance Grants funding formula/disability allowance distribution, subsidised 

infrastructure loans and integrated Government Service Delivery be further investigated. 

The Independent Local Government Review Panel released a further discussion paper prepared 
by McKinlay Douglas on Community Level Governance in late July and comments and ideas were 
invited up to 20 August, 2013. 
 
Senior elected members and executive staff of Brewarrina, Bourke and Walgett Shire Councils 
have been meeting regularly to develop a strategy and alternative proposals that would see an 
improvement in the delivery of all services throughout each of the Council’s areas. 
 
This process has involved detailed consideration of the recently circulated McKinlay Douglas 
Report on Community Level Governance. 
 
The Councils have noted that the report deals mainly with case studies in the UK, New Zealand, 
Victoria and SA.  Most of these studies are in more closely settled and highly populated areas and 
, as such, are not readily transportable to the Brewarrina, Bourke and Walgett situation as they 
failure to address the “remote location” issues.  Interestingly too, most of these studies are 
focusing on smaller community activities under parent council umbrellas whereas the intent of the 
NSW government seems to be concentrated on creating larger areas to establish economies of 
scale and long term sustainability. 
 
However, the three councils have used the report as a point of reference to develop our own 
concept which is locally driven and workable in remote locations with the possibility that once 
developed and proven the concept could be “mirror imaged” across the more isolated parts of 
Australia in the future. 
 
The issues of poor governance and service delivery across all tiers of government have been 
highlighted throughout the various discussion papers produced by the Independent Panel and the 
three councils have also witnessed this problem over a number of years.  More recently the 
councils have identified that the programme based approach by State and Federal Governments 
using non-government organisations to deliver a wide range of government services is both 
ineffective and inefficient with the outcomes required being poorly monitored and extremely costly. 
 
Brewarrina, Bourke and Walgett Shires believe that locally driven, place based solutions would 
result in far better efficiencies, outcomes and improved accountability for the expenditure of public 
funds. 
 
To this end, the Mayors Deputy Mayors and General Managers of the three councils have now 
reached consensus on a draft agreement to establish the “Barwon Darling Co-ordination Group.” 
and have arranged to submit this draft proposal to their respective Councils for review and 
endorsement. 
 
Using existing legislation, it is proposed this Group would be established under Section 355 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 and be comprised of elected representatives of each council area 
and additionally include representatives of the Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly, which is a 
regionally established organisation representative of the  large indigenous population, as well as 
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State and Federal governments. As such, it is intended to proceed to set the Group up prior to the 
end of the current year. 
 
One of the principal aims of the Group would be to co-ordinate improvements to governance 
structures and service delivery focusing not only local government but State and Federal 
government functions as well. 
 
At a State level, the governance and service delivery issues could be tied into the “regional 
strategic co-ordination committees” recently set up by the NSW Department of Premier and 
Cabinet in each council area.   
 
Provision has also been made under the agreement to establish Centres of Excellence which 
would enable the creation of specialized units that would allow the three councils to work in close 
partnership by sharing specialist staff resources and in particular professional and technical 
personnel to achieve a greater skill level on a local basis with obvious benefits for all parties.  
 
These units could then be expanded and applied to the local delivery of both State and Federal 
functions as well with the three councils facilitating local delivery by a range of non-government 
organisations and improving outcomes and efficiency. 
 
The three councils have looked closely at the alternative method of possibly delivering this type of 
approach through the establishment of a “County Council” umbrella but have noted that the current 
legislation under Section 390(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 would preclude the 
involvement of Group members who are not elected local government representatives, and as 
such preclude the representation of the indigenous community and the State and Federal 
Agencies 
 
At a recent meeting at Cobar, attended by representatives of councils from across the Western 
Division, there was overwhelming agreement that the Western Regional Authority concept was 
inappropriate because of the tyrannies of distance and lack of common communities of interest 
between the local government areas targeted in the concept. 
 
The fresh approach proposed by Brewarrina, Bourke and Walgett Shires addresses the majority of 
the concerns highlighted in the Panel’s discussion papers with a new concept that address all 
aspects of the quadruple bottom line of each of the Councils.  
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

ILGR Panel – discussion papers 
 
Stakeholders: 
 

Councillors 
General Manager,  
Staff 
Ratepayers 
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Governance issues: 
 

Whilst several suggestion put forward by the Panel represent changes of a positive nature that can 
be made with regards local government functions, unfortunately these are being overshadowed by 
issues such as the Western Regional Authority recommendations. 
 

Environmental issues: 
 

Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
 

Minimal 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

Nil 
 

Conclusion: 

 
It is now appropriate for Council to consider adopting the draft “Barwon Darling Co-ordination 

Group” agreement and determine  what the next steps in the implementation of the new concept 

should be. 

 

Local Government Reform Process – Update  

 
Recommendation: 
 

That Council: 
 
1. Formally adopt the draft “Barwon Darling Co-ordination Group” agreement; and 
2. Establish a joint committee as outlined in the agreement under section 355 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 
3. Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to take appropriate action in conjunction with the 
Shire of Bourke and Brewarrina to implement the terms of the agreement 
4. Advise the Independent Local Government Review Panel, Minister for Local Government, Local 
Member for Barwon Hon. Kevin Humphries, relevant unions and state and federal departments of 
the action being taken in terms of the agreement. 
5. Advise the local community and Council staff by way of public forums and newsletters of the 
adoption of the agreement and establishment of the Section 355 Committee. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

Attachments: 

 
Draft “Barwon Darling Co-ordination Group” agreement 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS 

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   00/0000 

 

 
Summary: 
 

Owing to time constraints the following reports will be prepared as supplementary items: 
 
1. Main Street Beautification Projects 
2. Review of Tourism Plan and Branding Strategy 
3. Review of Betterment Funding Programme 
4. Walgett Weir Development 
5. Senior Staff Contracts and Performance Reviews 
6. Walgett PCYC Concept – Update 

7. Organisational Structure – Minor Amendments 

8. Industrial Land – Purchase Offers 

 
 

 
Supplementary Reports 

 
Recommendation: 

 
1. That the advice be received and noted. 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 

Nil 
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MATTERS FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 

 
Summary: 
 

To advise Council of the following matters/issues which are for brief mention or information only;  
 

1. Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) 2014 National Local Roads and 
Transport Congress 
 

The ALGA have announced that the 2014 National Local Roads and Transport Congress is 
scheduled to occur in November 2014 in a regional location. Councils who are interested in 
hosting the Congress must address the Venue Selection Criteria, a copy of which is 
attached.  
 

2. United Services Union Updates on the Local Government (Early Intervention) Act 
2013 and the Service NSW (One-stop Access to Government Services) Act 2013 
 

The United Services Union negotiated and lobbied for improvements to be made to the 
above Acts for both their membership and the local government sector. A summary of 
these updates are outlined in the attached correspondence and Update bulletin from the 
United Services Union.  
 

3. Correspondence from The Hon Katrina Hodgkinson MP – Local Land Services 

 
Council has received correspondence from the Hon Katrina Hodgkinson MP regarding the 
outcome of submissions made on the Local Land Services reform. Walgett Shire Council 
has been included in the North West Local Land Services Region. Reasons for the decision 
and more information regarding Local Land Services are found in the attached 
correspondence from Katrina Hodgkinson. 
 

4. Oakvale Capital Limited  
 

Council have been advised that the fund manager Oakvale Capital Limited (trading as 
Oakvale Capital) has entered administration. Ferrier Hodgson have been appointed as 
administrator. 

 
5. Industrial Land Sales/Subdivision – Walgett 
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As advised previously, recently a number of enquiries have been received in respect of 

Council’s industrial land in Walgett.  Shortly afor sale sign will be erected on the 

Castlereagh Highway near the Alex Trevallion Park.  It is proposed to offer the land in its 

existing parcels, with a proviso that Council will negotiate re-subdivision to allow 

developers to acquire land parcels that suit the needs of particular types of industrial 

developments. 

6. Residential Land Subdivision – Land Acquisition – Lightning Ridge 
 

Negotiations are continuing with Western Lands to acquire a parcel of land at Lightning 

Ridge for residential subdivision.  The land identified will be developed in stages.  It seems 

unlikely that the whole parcel of land will be released upfront and ways of being able to 

secure that land from other development once Council commences installing the necessary 

infrastructure are currently being explored. Funding will be sourced from income from 

earlier land sales in Lightning Ridge which is currently being held in reserve. 

7. Walgett 2013 Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout Carnival 
 

A meeting was held on Tuesday 6 August with the knock out convenor, local police and 

Council representative to finalise arrangements for this year’s knockout carnival which will 

held on Saturday 21 September, 2013.  Arrangements will be much the same as previous 

years with an anticipated 16 teams to be competing.  No Council funding commitments 

were made and a profit and loss account/balance sheet requested with regards last year’s 

event. 

8. Hudson Pear Control – Lightning Ridge – Additional Grant Funding 
 

Additional grant funding for Hudson Pear control amounting to $73,500 has been identified 

though the Castlereagh Macquarie County Council.  However, an application for a 

matching grant of $100,000 through the NSW Weeds Action Programme – Innovative 

Management Fund was unsuccessful.   

Planning for a meeting of key stakeholders is being planned for 18/19 September, 2013 
and an invitation is being extended to the Minister for Primary Industries to attend. 
 

Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – General Manager 

 
Resolved: 
 

That the General Manager’s Report on matters for brief mention or information only be received 
and noted: 
  
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
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ALGA 2014 National Local Roads and Transport Congress Background Information and Location 

Selection Criteria. 

USU Correspondence dated 23 July 2013 and USU Update 22 July 2013. 

Correspondence from The Hon Katrina Hodgkinson MP. 
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CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

 

  
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 31 
July 2013. 
 
Background: 

 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank 
and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account at 
any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 

 
As at 31 July 2013 the operational bank account’s balance was $2,203,097.80.+ The reconciliation 
of this balance is: 
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No Term Deposits were recalled. 
3 new Term Deposits were made to the value of $1,750,000.00. 
3 transfers were made from the 24hour online account to the value of $2,250,000.00.  
No transfers were made to the 24hour online account. 
As at 31 July 2013 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was $12,500,000.00.  
The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits       $12,500,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)   $                0.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market values at 30 June 
2013 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. The CDO’s are at a N/A value. Legal proceedings 
against Lehman Brothers are in progress to reclaim a portion of the value invested. 
 
24 Hour Online Account Balance      $ 1,448,298.83 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
09/1772-02/0008 July 2013 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0001 Investments Report to Council 2013/2014 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 

 
As at 31 July 2013 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$16,150,530.89 represented by: 
 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance     $ 2,202,232.06 
Investments        $12,500,000.00 
24 Hour Online Saver Account     $ 1,448,298.83 
Total         $16,150,530.89 
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Cash On Hand and Investment Report as at 31 July 2013 

 
Recommendation: 

 
That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 July 2013 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
 
Investment Table.  
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COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE SCHEME ROUND 1 2013-2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Rebecca Jones – Administration Services Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

  
 
Summary: 
 

This report relates to applications for financial assistance through the Community Assistance 

Scheme 2013/2014. This is the first round of requests for financial assistance for the 2013/2014 

financial year with seven (7) organisations being recommended to receive financial assistance 

totalling $6,300. 

Background: 
 

Applications were invited from community organisations for financial assistance under the 

Community Assistance Scheme. The scheme was advertised Shire wide, with applications closing 

31 July 2013.  

Applicants must be non-profit organisations and based in, or affiliated with, Walgett Shire. The max 

amount per project is $3,000 and is limited to one donation per organisation per year. The Council 

reserves the right to part fund applications. 

The Community Assistance Scheme objectives are to: 

 Support charities and community projects, events and activities which occur within the 
Walgett Shire area, and are a benefit to the community; 

 Foster or support new services, initiatives and resources within the Shire; 

 Improve awareness and use of community services and resources within the Shire; 

 Encourage increased participation in local community events within the Shire. 
 

Current Position: 
 

An amount of $10,000 has been provided for in the 2013/2014 budget, to fund eligible applications 

for donations under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. A total of ten (10) Community 

organisations have submitted applications to be considered for funding in the first round of the 

2013/2014 Community Assistance Scheme. Seven (7) organisations have been endorsed for 

funding, totalling $6,300.00. All applicants have been recommended for part funding with the 

exception of Carinda Jockey Club which has been recommended for the full amount requested of 

$2,800.00. 

Details of the applicants received and recommendations for funding are provided in the attached 

schedule. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 

WSC Procedures – AFM – Requests for Assistance 
Section 356 Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
Governance issues: 
 

Council is able to grant financial assistance to community organisations in accordance with 

Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Environmental issues: 
 

No environmental issues have been identified in relation to this matter. 

Stakeholders: 
 

Walgett Shire Council 
Community organisation applicants 
Walgett Shire Community 
 
Financial Implications: 
 

A total of $10,000 is budgeted for the Community Assistance Scheme in 2013/2014. Round 1 

applications totalling $6,300.00 have been recommended for Council approval. If all applications 

are approved an amount of $3,700.00 will remain in the budget for Round 2 applications in 

January 2014. 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
That Council resolve to approve or disapprove applications on a different basis to that 

recommended.  

Conclusion: 
 

A total of seven (7) applications for funding were received under Round 1 of the Community 

Assistance Scheme. The report recommends that all funding be provided to the applicants at the 

recommended amounts as per the table below. 
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 Community Assistance Scheme Donations – Round 2 2012/2013 Applications 

Recommendation: 

 
1. That the following applicants be granted financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 for the first round of 2013/2014; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 

2013/2014 Community Assistance Scheme Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organisation Project Recommended 

Amount 

Col larenebri Jockey 
Club 

Cover mandatory ambulance fees for annual race meeting   
$500.00 

Lighting Ridge 
Community Radio 

Picnic in the Park to celebrate 17th Bi rthday and promote 
ta lent in Shire 

 
$500.00 

Lightning Ridge IBC 
 

Maintain and improve the IBC Gem Gardens by installing new 
watering system and assistance with insurance fees 

 
$500.00 

Lightning Ridge 
Neighbourhood Centre 

Provides office space, electricity, paper and printing through 
the NILS program – No Interest Loan Scheme 

 
$500.00 

Walgett Men’s Shed 

Inc 

To purchase furniture and fittings. Provides a  location where 

men can meet, socialise and utilize the tools and work 
benches to make or repair articles.  

 

$1,000.00 

Lightning Ridge Junior 
Rugby League Club 

Purchase kitchen equipment for canteen (pie warmer, bay 
Marie etc) 

 
$500.00 

Carinda Race Club Cover costs  associated with providing portable units on the 
day of the race event 

 
$2,800.00 
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Organisation Project Cost of Project/ 

Activity 

Amount 

Requested 

Previous 

Funding 

Recommended 
Amount 

Program/Activity Outcomes Comment 

 

Goodooga-

Lightning Ridge 

CWA 
 

 

Provide a luncheon at the 

Annual Wool Day held to 

raise fund to support various 
charity organisations. 

 

$4,877.00 

 

$2,000.00 

 

$1,000.00 
(July 2012) 

 

Nil 

 

Donation to groups including children with 

special needs, women and children in crisis, 

Yawarra Meami, Royal Far West, Shire’s 
Youth as well as RFDS and cancer 

research. 

Whilst the value of the 

work done is 

acknowledged, it is believed 

that Council should make 
donations directly rather 

than through a third party 

organisation.  

 

Collarenebri Jockey 

Club 

 

Cover mandatory ambulance 

fees for annual race meeting.  

 

$4,500.00 

 

$500.00 

 

$500.00 
(July 2012) 

 

$500.00 

 

 

 

The annual race meeting draws people to 

the district and supports local businesses as 

well as providing a social function for 

residents. 

Being the premier activity 

for the Collarenebri District 

the race meeting provides 

substantial social and 

economic benefit to the 
Community. 

Lighting Ridge 

Community Radio 

 

Picnic in the Park to celebrate 

17th Birthday and promote 

talent in Shire. 

 

$3000.00 

 

$1,500.00 

 

$1,000.00 
(July 2012) 

 

$500.00 

Activity brings visitors to the Shire, while 

including all people from the diverse 

community. 

It is assumed that Opal FM 

will also approach other 

sponsors for funding. 

 

Lightning Ridge 

IBC 
 

Maintain and improve the 

IBC Gem Gardens by 

installing new watering 
system and assistance with 

insurance fees. 

 

$25,100.00 

 

$1,100.00 

 

$1,000.00 
(July 2011) 

 

$500.00 

 

The Gem gardens provide an ideal place for 

local community members to host birthday 
parties; it is also a free attraction for tourist 

and a resource for local Tafe students.  

Assistance to this 

organisation should be a 

specific budget allocation, 
should Council wish to 

provide ongoing support. 

 
Walgett District 

Historical Society  

 
Host and run the Antique 

Road Show. 

 
$2000.00 

 
$1000.00 

 
$1,000.00 

(Jan 2012) 

 
Nil 

 
Attraction and public event for the Walgett 

community.  

Event not eligible as already 
held. Can make application 

in next round, January for 

2014 event.  

 

Lightning Ridge 

Neighbourhood 

Centre 

 

 

Provides office space, 

electricity, paper and printing 

through the NILS program – 

No Interest Loan Scheme. 

 

$6,000.00 

 

$3,000.00 

 

$250.00 
(July 2011) 

 

$500.00 

 

The service assists people to learn to budget 

and repay loans. To date 25 loans have 

successfully been completed.  

Assistance to this 

organisation should be a 

specific budget allocation 

should Council wish to 

provide support. 

 

Walgett Men’s 

Shed Inc 

 
 

 

To purchase furniture and 

fittings. Provides a location 

where men can meet, 
socialise and utilize the tools 

and work benches to make or 

repair articles.  

 

$4,000.00 

 

$2,000.00 

 

Nil 

 

$1,000.00 

 

A facility to encourage men to socialize and 

utilize their skills in a range of activities.  

 

This facility has only 

recently established and 

provides a valuable social 
outlet for older men in 

Walgett. 
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Organisation Project Cost of Project/Activity  Amount 

Requested 

Previous 

Funding 

Recommended 

Amount 

Program/Activity Outcomes Comment 

 

Lightning Ridge Junior 

Rugby League Club 
 

 

Purchase kitchen 

equipment for canteen 
(pie warmer, bay Marie 

etc). 

 

$2,231.00 

 

$2,000.00 

 

Nil 

 

$500.00 

 

Equipment will assist the canteen 

operation for Junior Rugby League and 
other organisations using the canteen. 

 

Project will provide 

broader community 
benefit. 

 

Lightning Ridge 
Historical Society 

 

To purchase 3 
Historical Plaques on 

ironstone. 

 

$2,100.00 

 

$1,600.00 

 

$300.00 
(Jan 2010) 

 

Nil 
 

 

 

Heritage Tourism, enhances knowledge 
of the discovery of the opal. Displayed 

information for tourists, and community 

youth 

 Project needs to be 

fully funded, suggest 
funds be provided 

from Tourism Vote if 

supported by Council. 

Carinda Race Club Cover costs associated 

with providing portable 

units on the day of the 

race event. 

 

$2,800.00 

 

$2,800.00 

 

Nil 

 

$2,800.00 

This will assist the Carinda Jockey Club 

in its conduct in its Race meeting and 

provide a better level of amenity for 

race patrons.  

 

Commitment to 

funding provided by 

Mayor/General 

Manager. 

Totals   $17,500.00   

ANNUAL BUDGET 
    

$10,000.00 

Allocated in Round 
1 

    
$6,300.00 

Balance available Round 2 
   

$3,700.00 
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SEC 356 REBATES - CHURCHES AND OTHER NOT FOR PROFIT 
ORGANISATIONS 
 
REPORTING SECTION:       Corporate Services 
 

AUTHOR:                              Jeremy Way – Rates Clerk 
 

FILE NUMBER:                     09/1115 
 
 
 
Summary: 

 
This report provides details of eligible organisations that have made application to council for 
a rebate on 2013/2014 sewer water and waste charges. The report recommends that the 
applications be approved and that rebates be granted in line with Councils policy for Donations 
to Churches and Other not for Profit Organisations – Section 356 of the Local Government Act 
1993. 
 
Background: 

 
For a number of years Council granted rebates on annual service charges applied to rate 
assessments for a number of Churches and Not for Profit Organisations such as district CWA 
branches. These groups are already exempt from Ordinary Rates under the provisions of Chapter 
15, Part 6, Sections 555 & 556 of the Local Government Act 1993.   
 
Council adopted the Donations to Churches and Other not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of the 
LGA policy on 23

rd
 April 2013 and a letter advising of this new policy was sent the applicable 

church groups and community organisations. An application form was also sent with this letter. 
 
The new policy requires that all eligible organisations pay at least a percentage of charges 
against their authorities.  
 
Each year there is a specific provision in the budget for rebates to eligible organisations that 
have applied for a donation under the policy. 
 
Current Position: 
 
A total of 23 organisations have applied for rebates on their water, sewer and waste service 
charges amounting to $16,236.02. All applications have been assessed against the policy criteria 
and are eligible to be granted rebates on their service charges. 
 
The current budget provides an amount of $15,000 for rebate applications, with the 
attached list detailing the organisations that have applied for a rebate under this policy and 
the amount applicable to each. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Chapter 12, Part 1, Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 
Chapter 15, Part 6, Sections 555 & 556 of the Local Government Act 1993 

Council Policy - Donations to Churches and Other not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of the 
LGA. 
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Governance issues: 

 
Council must comply with the provisions of sec 356 of the LGA 1993. Any decision to grant 
a rebate under sec 356 should be by way of council resolution. 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Not for Profit Entities within Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
All applications have been evaluated against the policy criteria and are eligible for a rebate in 
accordance with the council policy. The total rebates across water, sewer, and waste total 
$16,236.02 against the current budget of $15,000 for the year. This will require that an additional 
amount of $1,236 be approved at the September QBRS. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
That the applications be refused or granted at a lower level of rebate. This is not supported 
given that a policy has now been adopted. 
 
Conclusion: 

 
It is recommended that Council provide rebates to the organisations on the attached list in 
line with criteria set out in the Donations to Churches and Other not for Profit Organisations – 
Sec 356 of the LGA Policy. 
 
 
356 Donations to Local Churches and Other Organisations 

 
Recommendation: 

 
1. That the applications from eligible non-profit organisations as per the attached list be 

approved and the rebates on annual service charges as detailed therein be granted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
 

Section 356 Donations – 2013/2014 Rating Year. 
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Applicant Ass # Address

Approved 

Yes/No

Total 

Donations 

2013/2014 Water

75% 

Water Sewer

75% 

Sewer

DWM 

Collect

50% 

DWM

DWM 

Avail

50% 

DWM

Church of England 31310 58-60 Wilson Street Collarenebri Y 1,205.11$       822.00 616.50 465.54 349.16 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

Church of England 31328 35-37 Wilson Street Collarenebri Y 989.26$          822.00 616.50 465.54 349.16 47.19 23.60

Church of England 31492 Kaolin Street Lightning Ridge Y 730.36$          271.00 203.25 383.54 287.66 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

Anglican Church 31567 13 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge Y 514.51$          271.00 203.25 383.54 287.66 47.19 23.60

Anglican Church 30916 19 Pitt Street Walgett Y 1,486.78$       1,233.00 924.75 430.10 322.58 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

Anglican Church 31054 15 Hastings Street Burren Junction Y 23.60$            47.19 23.60

Anglican Church 31377 1 Cumborah Street Cumborah Y 23.60$            47.19 23.60

Anglican Church 31773 14 Shaw Street Rowena Not received -$                

Anglican Church 31096 45-47 Colin Street Carinda Y 226.85$          271.00 203.25 47.19 23.60

A.I.M 30726 35 Sutherland Street Walgett Y 962.68$          822.00 616.50 430.10 322.58 47.19 23.60

A.I.M 30866 47 Namoi Street Walgett Y 1,178.53$       822.00 616.50 430.10 322.58 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

Catholic Church 30882 89 Arthur Street Walgett Y 1,178.53$       822.00 616.50 430.10 322.58 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

Catholic Church 31104 9 Colin Street Carinda Y 226.85$          271.00 203.25 47.19 23.60

Catholic Church 31740 4 Middle Street Rowena Y 226.85$          271.00 203.25 47.19 23.60

Catholic Church 31757 18 Middle Street Rowena Y 226.85$          271.00 203.25 47.19 23.60

Catholic Church 31237 2-4 High Street Collarenebri Y 989.26$          822.00 616.50 465.54 349.16 47.19 23.60

Catholic Church 31559 31 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge Y 730.36$          271.00 203.25 383.54 287.66 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

Lightning Ridge Historical 

Society 31575 7 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge Y 514.51$          271.00 203.25 383.54 287.66 47.19 23.60

Jehovah's Witnessess 

Congregation 31526 8 Kopi Street Lightning Ridge Y 730.36$          271.00 203.25 383.54 287.66 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

Serbian Orthodox Church 19075

132-136 Pandora Street Lightning 

Ridge Y 514.51$          271.00 203.25 383.54 287.66 47.19 23.60

Cumborah Communtiy Inc. 12187 16 Cumborah Street Cumborah Not received -$                

CWA Collarenebri 11593 13 Wilson Street Collarenebri Y 1,205.11$       822.00 616.50 465.54 349.16 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

CWA Burren Junction 7773 13 Waterloo Street Burren Junction Y 239.45$          431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

CWA Walgett 7260 32 Pitt Street Walgett Y 1,178.53$       822.00 616.50 430.10 322.58 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

Seventh Day Adventist 31708 12 Silica Street Lightning Ridge Y 933.61$          542.00 406.50 383.54 287.66 431.71 215.85 47.19 23.60

$16,236.02 $11,061.00 $8,295.75 $6,697.44 $5,023.12 $4,748.81 $2,374.35 $1,085.37 $542.80

Total Annual Rates & Charges for 2013/2014 Rating Year $23,592.62

Total 356 Donation for 2013/2014 Rating Year $16,236.02

Total Rates & Charges still payable in 2013/2014 Rating Year $7,356.60

Section 356 Donations - 2013/2014 Rating Year
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SALE OF LAND FOR UNPAID RATES – 13 APRIL 2013 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Jeremy Way – Rates Clerk 

FILE NUMBER:   12/255 

 

 
Summary: 
 

The sale of land for overdue rates took place on Saturday 13th April 2013 in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 17, Part 2, Division 5 of the Local Government Act 1993.  Under Section 719 
of the Act Council must write off the rates and charges that were not covered by the sale proceeds. 
 
Background: 

 
Of the twelve properties that went to auction on 13

th
 April 2013, 2 sold under the auctioneers 

hammer with a further 8 properties sold on the day by way of negotiation with the highest bidder. 
Two (2) vacant land properties in Walgett attracted no interest and remain unsold. 
 
All properties were settled on 13th May 2013, with the exception of assessment 9928 which was 
not settled till 7th June 2013. 
 
Delays in receiving all invoices associated with the cost of these sales delayed the final settlement 
of unpaid rates and charges.  In accordance with Section 718(a) the purchase money has been 
applied firstly to the expenses incurred in connection with the sale and secondly, in accordance 
with Section 718(b), to any rate and charge in respect of the land due to council, any other rating 
authority and any debt in respect of the land due to the Crown as a consequence of the sale. 
 
Assessment 10595 for 28 George Street Collarenebri had outstanding Western Lands Lease fees 
of $3,016.72 as at settlement on 13th May 2013. This required that half of the available sale 
proceeds of $5,603.75 (being $2,801.87) be paid to NSW Trade & Investment - Crown Lands 
Division, leaving $2,801.88 to go towards unpaid Council rates and charges. 
 
The new owners will be responsible for the pro-rata rates and charges for the 2012/2013 levy and 
these have been detailed on the attachment. 
 
In accordance with Section 719(b), if the purchase money is less than the amount owing the rates 
and charges are taken as fully satisfied.  Therefore, Council must write off the annual short fall 
from the sale proceeds as noted on the attachment. 
 
There are non-recoverable sale costs that need to be written off as noted on the attachment.  
There are three different reasons for these non-recoverable costs as noted below; 

 Properties not sold 

 Property withdrawn from sale 

 Sale price did not cover cost of sale 
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Current Position: 

 
All ten properties sold on 13th April 2013 have now been settled and ownership has been updated.  
All costs associated with the sale have been settled and remaining proceeds from sales credited 
off unpaid rates and charges.  Approval is now sought to write off the shortfall of rates and charges 
on the relevant assessments and the non-recoverable sale costs as detailed on the attached 
schedule. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Chapter 17, Part 2, Division 5 of the Local Government Act 1993 
 
Governance issues: 

 
The sale was conducted in accordance with provisions set out in Chapter 17, Part 2, Division 5 of 
the Local Government Act 1993 and the processes recommended in this report are also in 
accordance with the provisions of the LGA. 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
No environmental issues have been identified in relation to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Ratepayers and Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
The sale of land for overdue rates resulted in a cost to Council in terms of the writing off of rates 
and interest charges. One of the outcomes sought from a sale for unpaid rates is to achieve a 
transfer of ownership to new owners who hopefully will keep the rates on a current basis.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
As the requirements for finalising a sale for unpaid rates are provided for under the LGA, there are 
no alternative solutions or options for the conduct of this matter.  
 
Conclusion: 
 

The finalisation of the sale for unpaid rates is a key milestone in reducing the amount of 
outstanding rates that had escalated to an unacceptable level over recent years. More focused 
debt recovery processes and a further sale scheduled later this year will further improve Council’s 
rate arrears position. 
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Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates – 13 April 2013 

 
Recommendation: 

 
1. That Council approve the rates and charges written off totalling $104,738.32 as detailed on 

the attached schedule in relation to the sale of land for unpaid rates on 13th April 2013. 
2. That Council approve the write off of non-recoverable sales cost totalling $3,229.81 as 

detailed on the attached schedule. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 

 
Sale of Land for Overdue Rates – April 2013 – Finalised and Settled Figures. 
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STOCK TAKE VARIANCE FINANCIAL YEAR 2013 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Melissa Tooth – Stores Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report is to advise Council of the outcome of the stores and materials stocktake held on site at 
Council stores depot on 29th June 2013. The report provides explanations for discrepancies where 
these have been identified and recommends that the adjustments to the stores subsidiary ledger 
be approved. 
 
Background: 

 
The Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires Council to take all reasonable 
measures to ensure that the assets owned, or under control of, the Council are properly accounted 
for. To assist in the control of Council’s Stores and Material’s assets, a stock take is undertaken 
annually. Physical counts are performed on all stock items held in the store. The results of the 
count are then compared to the stock item balances contained in Council’s Corporate Database 
(Authority). If there are any major variances, a physical re-count is usually performed on each item 
to confirm the original count. Once all counts are completed, a discrepancy report is produced 
which details the recommended write-off or write-on for the stock take period. 
 
Current Position: 

 
The stock take resulted in a variance of $21,276.53 which is reflective of a write-off value for 
approximately 600 stores items. This high number of adjustments is likely to be substantially due 
to the overall operational activities within the Stores Function not being completed correctly 
(movement of stock in and out).  Given the manner in which stores processes have been 
conducted previously, it is not possible to determine in most cases how the discrepancies have 
occurred. With the recent appointment of the Stores Finance Officer the stocktake process and 
stores operations generally will be subject to clear processes and closer oversight and it is 
expected that the 2013/2014 end of year stocktake result will reflect this.  
 
Overall this stocktake is of concern given the number of adjusting transactions, where it clearly 
shows movement of stock in and out of stores is not accurately being recorded. It is proposed to 
conduct quarterly stocktakes as part of a range of measures to improve stock accountability.  
 
The write-off value is approximately 3.6% of the total asset value for stores.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Stocktake policy and procedures 
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Governance issues: 

 
Stocktake policy and procedures are being reviewed and will include the set up and maintenance 
of stock control at Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. The appointment of the Stores Finance 
Officer and the transfer of Stores operations from Engineering to Corporate Services will facilitate 
ongoing investigation and corrective action at an administrative level. 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
A write off of $21,276.53 will be expended in 2012-2013 for the year ended 30 June 2013 as a 
result of the stock take adjustments 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
The Council is required to approve the adjustments to the Stores Ledger and subsequent write off 
of value. 
 
Conclusion: 

 
All stocktakes will result in variances across stock items principally as a result of errors and 
omissions in recording stock receipt issues. The large number of variations in the stocktake, as at 
30th June 2013, reflects poor administration and oversighting of the operation of the Store. The 
appointment of the Stores Officer and a range of measures, some of which are already 
implemented, will result in better Stores control and discrepancies as at 30th June 2014. 
 
The report recommends that Council approve the write off of stock to the stores ledger and control 
account. 
 
 
Stocktake Variance 2013 Financial Year 

 
Recommendation: 

 
1. That Council approve the write off of stock with a total value of $21,276.53 to the stores 

ledger and control account and the adjustments to the Stores Ledger as per the schedule 
of stock items attached 

 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
List of stocktake variations over $500.00. 
Walgett Shire Council Stocktake Discrepancies Report. 
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Stock 
Item 

Description Value Explanation 

438 Lamp LED Strobe Rotator $516.25 Change of location from Workshop to Stores 

3855 Pool Acid 20 Ltr $816.25 Item was not booked out prior to stock take 

2560 Hat Kool Aussie $447.26 Stock damage - Should have been written off 

9300 Work Trousers $952.16 Items booked in incorrectly 

6777 Boots - Work yakka $869.95 Items booked in incorrectly 

439 Lamp Magnetic Beacon 
Amber 

$422.18 Not booked out correctly 

3273 Aggregate $2,237.99 Volume is estimated 

149 Edge Cutting 6' X 6" X 5/8" $833.27 New category introduced mid-year - not booked in 
correctly 

151 Cutting Edge Volvo $2,101.77 New category introduced mid-year - not booked in 

correctly 

2461 Joint Gibault C/I 150mm $788.98 Stock not booked out - Emergencies possibly not booked 
out 

2796 Joint Gibault 200mm $1,283.40 Stock not booked out - Emergencies possibly not booked 
out 

8103 Ultraclear Oil $854.10 Item was not booked out prior to stock take 

8122 Oil Torque $505.60 Item was not booked out prior to stock take 

8124 Oil Global Top Dog $752.08 Item was not booked out prior to stock take 

9553 Roads to Recovery Signs $723.84 Item was not booked out prior to stock take 

9610 Loose Stones/windscreen 
damage 

$900.00 Located in Stores after stock take was closed 

  

TOTAL 

 

$15,005.08 
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COUNCIL POLICY REVIEW - 2013 

REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate Services  

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Summary:  
 

As at 8 September 2012, the Council had a number of Policies and Procedures in place that had 
been adopted over time. The Council is required to review its Policies and Procedures within 
twelve (12) months of its election and the report recommends that the current policies and 
procedures be confirmed and that a review of these be undertaken on a priority basis. 
 
Background:  
 

To ensure a consistent approach to its operations and the manner in which it addresses a range of 
issues and functions, Council has over time developed a significant number of Policies and 
associated Procedures. With the election of the new Council on 8 September 2012, the Council is 
required to review its policies. Since being elected, the Council has adopted an additional small 
number of policies and these do not require confirmation. 
 
Current Position:  
 

As at 8 September 2012, the Council had a total of 74 Policies and associated Procedures in 
place. The Policies and Procedures are listed in the attached schedule and it is recommended that 
the Council reaffirm these as Policies of the current Council. The actual documents will be tabled 
at the meeting. 
 
At the last Audit & Risk Management Committee meeting it was suggested that the six Councils 
comprising the audit group jointly undertake the development of a core suite of policies as an 
efficient means of updating each Council’s policies to represent best practice and format. It was 
agreed that this would need to be driven through the General Managers Group; however there has 
been no progress in this regard. Consequently it is proposed that the Director Corporate Services 
undertake a review of the each policy and procedure on a priority basis which is anticipated will 
take in excess of six (6) months. This will involve determining a best practice format and the 
involvement of other departments in relation to policies relating to their specific areas. All policies 
would then be workshopped by MANEX before being brought to Council for consideration and 
adoption. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Local Government Act 1993 
Walgett Shire Council Policies & Procedures 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Council is required to review its current policies and procedures within twelve (12) months of being 
elected. 
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Environmental issues: 

 
Any environmental issues relating to current Policies and Procedures should have been 
considered at the time of their adoption. This aspect will be considered again as each policy is 
reviewed. 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Community 
Walgett Shire Council 
Persons and organisations interacting with and dealing with the Council 
 
 
Financial Implications:  
 

Some policies would have financial implications as they relate to the provision of services for a fee, 
investments and others such as use of motor vehicles. Financial implications will be considered in 
relation to each policy when it is reviewed. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
 
The Council must review the current Policies and Procedures. It may wish to retain these in their 
current form and not undertake a future review. 
 
Conclusion:  

 
A number of Council’s Policies and Procedures are poorly drafted and should be reviewed. To 
comply with the Act, the report recommends that all Policies and Procedures in effect as at 8 
September 2012 be confirmed by the Council and that a review of these be undertaken on a 
priority basis. 
 
 
Council Policy Review 2013 

 
Recommendation: 

 
1. That the Council confirm the Policies and associated Procedures as at 8 September 2012  on 
the attached schedule as current policies of the Council and, that a review of these Policies and 
Procedures be undertaken on a priority basis.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
 

Schedule of Policies and Procedures. 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL 

 

Governance 

Access to Information 

Advertising 

Affixing of Council’s Seal 
Code of Conduct 

Code of Meeting Practice 
Complaints Management 

Customer Service 

Media 
Privacy and Personal Information Protection 

Procurement 

Protected Disclosures 
Provision of Information to & Interaction between Councillors and Staff 

Records Management 

Records Management for Councillors  
Statement of Business Ethics 

Use of Internet and Email 
 
Planning and Other Regulatory Functions 

Building near Council Water, Sewerage or Storm water Systems 
Cemeteries 

Chemical Spills 

Consent Authority Conflict 
Enforcement (revised) 

Geological resource exploration on Council Land 
Liquid Trade Waste 

Local Approvals 

Local Orders 
Opal Mining Related (revised) 

Planning and Building 

Waste Management 
Water supply in urban areas 
 

Asset and Financial Management 

Corporate Credit Card 

Debt Recovery 
Debt Write Off 

Financial Management and Control 

Fraud Control 
Gates & Grids on Public Roads 

Hall Management  

Housing 
Investment 

Motor Vehicle 
Overdraft 

Payment of Expenses and provision of Facilities for Councillors 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

136 
 

Public Liability for Non Casual Users of Council Owned/Managed Land  

Purchasing 

Purchasing Criteria for Motor Vehicles Less Than 5,000kg GVM 
Requests for Assistance 

Risk Management and Insurance 

Road Maintenance   
Road Occupancies 
 
Community and Consultation  

Ageing and Disability 

Children’s Services 
Community Consultation 

Cultural Activities 

Library Services 
Multiculturalism 
 

Workforce Relations  

Advertising Vacant Positions 

Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
Asbestos 

Building Workplace Emergency Response 

Child Protection 
Conditions of Employment 

Drug and Alcohol 

Emergency Service Leave  
Employee Travel and Related Expenses 

Equal Employment Opportunity 
First Aid Training 

Flexible Work Practices 

Harassment 
Higher Duties 

Occupational Health and Safety 

Payment for Additional Duties 
Professional Institute Memberships and Accreditation 

Return to Work 

Smoke Free Workplace 
Staff Recruitment and Selection 

Staff Training 
Staff Uniform 

Volunteers 

 
New Polices Adopted by Current Council 

Donations to Churches and Other Not for Profit Organisations 

Financial Hardship Rate Relief  
Internal Reporting  

Work Health and Safety 
Vacation Care and Youth Centres  
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COLLARENEBRI CWA – PROVISION OF LIBRARY SERVICE 

REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate Services  

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
 Summary:  
 

 Following advice to organisations and churches of the change to Council’s policy for granting 
donations in lieu of rates, it has come to light that the provision of library services in Collarenebri 
by the CWA was linked to the former policy. This report is to inform the Council of a request from 
the CWA to reinstate the former arrangement and the report recommends that a further donation 
be made equivalent to 25% of the water and sewer charges and 50% of the waste charges in 
recognition of the library service provided. 
 
Background:   
 

At its meeting held on 28 February 2000, Council resolved to support the provision of library 
services by the CWA in Collarenebri. It further resolved that rates on their premises in Wilson St be 
waived in recognition of them providing this service. 
 
At its meeting held on 23 April 2013, Council adopted a revised policy for administering donations 
to churches and other eligible not for profit organisations. The policy provides for a donation 
equivalent to 75% of water and sewer charges and 50% of waste charges.  
 
Current Position:  
 

By letter dated 27 June, the Collarenebri CWA has provided Council with a copy of a letter and 
resolution agreeing to waive the annual rates in recognition of them providing a library service in 
Collarenebri. They currently operate the service 3 – 4 Saturdays per month and note that they are 
responsible for the cleaning, electricity and maintenance of the premises in addition to the 
volunteers who provide the service. The CWA has requested that the former arrangement whereby 
100% of rates are waived continue. 
 
In adopting the revised policy, Council has continued to make a contribution to churches and 
organisations whilst recognising that it was reasonable for them to make some contribution to the 
provision of these services. In relation to the Collarenebri CWA, it is believed that the policy should 
still continue to apply, and that another arrangement be put in place to recognise the provision of 
the library service. 
 
In this regard it is recommended that the Collarenebri CWA be provided with a donation equivalent 
to 25% of the water and sewer charges and 50% of the waste charge in recognition of them 
providing a library service from the CWA premises in Wilson St. It is further recommended that this 
donation be provided on an annual basis and that the payment be directly applied to the rate 
assessment.  
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 

Donations to Churches and other Local Organisations Policy. 
Council resolution 28/02/2000 to waive rates and Council letter to CWA dated 03/03 /2000. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
There are no governance issues as Council is making a contribution to the CWA for an actual 
service provided. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 

No environmental issues have been identified in relation to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 

Collarenebri CWA 
Collarenebri and District Community  
Walgett Shire council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The donation in the current year would amount to $561.34 equivalent to Water $205.50, Sewer 
$116.38, Waste Collection Charge $215.85 and Waste Availability Charge $23.59. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

That Council not recognise the library service provided by way of a donation or that payment be 
made on some other basis. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

Although only a limited library service, the efforts of the Collarenebri CWA in providing this service 
to the residents of Collarenebri and District is acknowledged and appreciated. The contribution 
sought from Council is modest and the report recommends that an annual donation be made in 
recognition of the library service. 
 
Collarenebri CWA – Provision of Library Service 

 
Recommendation: 

 
1.That the annual donation equivalent to 25% of Water and Sewer charges and 50% of Waste 
charges be made to the Collarenebri CWA in recognition of the provision of a library service to 
the residents of Collarenebri and District and that it be applied directly to the rate assessment.  
 
2. That the Collarenebri CWA be thanked for continuing to provide this service. 
 
3. That the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to sign the licence. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2012/2013 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Bradley Pascoe – Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   12/21 

 

 
Summary: 
 

This report recommends the Draft Annual Financial Statements and Draft Special Purpose 
Financial Statements for the year ending 30 June 2013, be referred for audit.  
 
Background: 
 

Section 413, 415 and 416 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the Council’s General 
Purpose and Special Purpose Annual Financial Reports for the year ending 30 June 2013 to be 
prepared, referred to audit and audited by 7 November 2013. 
 
Council is required to authorise the referral of the Annual Financial Reports consisting of the 
General Purpose Report and Special Purpose Report to Council’s Auditor. 
 
Section 413 of the Local Government Act 1993, also requires that the Financial Reports must be 
accompanied by a Statement by Council and Management made pursuant to section 413 (2)(c) of 
the Local Government Act 1993 and made pursuant to a resolution of Council. 
 
Section 418 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993, states that as soon as practicable but not more 
than 5 weeks after the Audit Report is received, Council must give notice that a Meeting will be 
held to present the Financial Reports and the Auditor’s Report to the public. Such public notice 
must include a summary of the Financial Reports. The Financial Reports and Auditor’s Reports will 
be presented at the Council meeting held in October 2013. 
 
Current Position: 

 
As well as moving to refer the statements to audit, Council is required at this time to sign the 
statement by Councillors and Management within the financial statements for both the General 
Purpose Financial Statements and the Special Purpose Financial Statements. 
 
Once the Financial Statements are audited, they will be presented before the Internal Audit 
Committee to discuss any issues and/or adjustments which have arisen. 
 
If there are no material adjustments or issues after this committee meeting, it is moved to delegate 
to the General Manager the authority to authorise the Financial Statements for issue to the 
Department of Local Government, and to the public before formal adoption at the October Council 
meeting. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 

Local Government Act (1993). 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

140 
 

Governance issues: 

 
Full disclosure and transparency in activities relating to financial management will be met by 
provision of draft financial statements to be tabled at a later meeting of Council (prior to audit).  
 
Environmental issues: 

 
There are no identified environmental issues. 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Councillors of Walgett Shire Council 
Department Local Government 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The Financial Reports represent Council’s financial position as at 30 June 2013. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
N/A 
 
Conclusion: 
 

It is now appropriate that action be taken in accordance with the Local Government Act in relation 
to the 2012/2013 Financial Reports. 
 

Annual Financial Statements 2012/2013 Refer to Audit 
 

Recommendation: 

 

1. The Draft Annual Financial Reports for 2012/2013 be referred to Council’s Auditor. 

2. The Mayor, another Councillor, the General Manager and Finance Manager be authorised 
to sign the necessary Financial Statements. 

3. On receipt of the Audited Report, a copy be forwarded to the Department of Local 
Government and the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

4. Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to set the date at which the 
Auditor’s report and the Financial Statements be presented to the public. 

5. Subject to any material amendments, public notice be given of the meeting date for formal 
presentation of the audited Annual Financial Reports for 2012/2013 at the October Council 
meeting 

 

Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  

 
Nil 
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WATER & SEWER SERVICES REVIEW 

REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   00/0000 

 

 
Summary:  
 

This report provides a financial history for each of the Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri 
water and sewer services for the period 2003/2004 to 2012/2013. 
 
Background:  
 

The Council has previously requested a reconciliation of the Lightning Ridge Water Service for the 
last five years. A review of all the water and sewer services has been undertaken over the last ten 
years to provide a financial history of transactions up to the year ended 2012/2013. 
 
Current Position:  
 

A review of the financial history for each of the Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri water 
and sewer services has been undertaken by the Finance Section. Attached to this report is a 
summary of income, expenditure, internal funds balances and accumulated (surplus) / deficits for 
each fund for the period commencing 2003/2004 through to 2012/2013. If there are any aspects of 
the financial history schedules that a Councillor would like further detail on, please contact the 
Finance Manager Brad Pascoe who will provide further explanation in that regard. 
  

Future Transactions 
 

The attached schedules detail the financial history for each water and sewerage service and the 
fund balance at the start and finish of each year. The Council has previously also resolved to part 
fund significant capital works by way of inter-fund loans which remain to be actioned when the 
projects commence. As such they do not appear as transactions in the schedules. These are; 
 
Walgett Water & Sewer Project: 
 
An internal loan at market rate of $710,320 from Lightning Ridge Water Fund to Walgett Water 
Fund in FY 2012 / 2013. 
 
An internal loan at market rate of $300,000 from Lightning Ridge Water Fund to fund stage two (2) 
of the project on the condition of Council receiving a future grant. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 

Council budgets, Council minutes and Annual financial reports for the period covered by this 
report. 
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Governance issues: 

 
Council reports a consolidated water and sewer funds for annual financial reporting (Annual 
Statements).  
Separate ledgers and accounts are operated for each service in each locality. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 

There are no identified environmental issues relating to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 

Walgett Shire Water and Sewer ratepayers 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 

The financial implications in this matter relate to the operation of the individual water and sewer 
services in the localities of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. The schedules attached 
provide the financial history for each service. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

This report has been prepared at the request of the Council. 
 
Conclusion:  
 

The financial history for each water and sewer service is detailed in the attached schedules. If 
there are any aspects of the financial history schedules that a Councillor would like further detail 
on, the Finance Manager Brad Pascoe is happy to provide further explanation in that regard. 
 
Water and Sewer Services Review 

 
Recommendation: 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 

 
 
Attachment: 
 

Water and Sewer financial history schedules  
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY 
FROM DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES – AUGUST 2013 
 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
2013 Local Government Youth Week awards 
 
As reported to the July meeting, Walgett Council’s Youth Week program was nominated as a 
finalist in the 2013 NSW Local Government Youth Week Awards for the seventh consecutive year. 
  
Executive members  of the Walgett Shire Youth Council, Kaylah Sands and Michael Graham 
accompanied by Council staff, George McCormick (Manager Community Development), Janet 
Mason (Youth development Officer) and Councillor Ian Woodcock travelled to Sydney to attend 
the  NSW 2013 Local Government Awards. The gala event held on the 1st of August was attended 
by representatives of Councils and Ministers from across New South Wales and held at Dolton 
House, Jefferson Wharf, and Pyrmont. 
 
Walgett Shire Council attended the event as one of five finalists in the category of "Best Small 
Council - Most Outstanding Youth Week program 2013". On the night Walgett Shire was named 
the outright winner of this award. The award continues on from four previous wins and seven 
nominations in the State awards since 2007. The award demonstrates sustainable delivery of 
excellence in Youth Week program's for our young people and again highlights Walgett Shire 
Council’s position as a leader in Youth programs and services in NSW. 
 
Lightning Ridge Postal Services 
 
At its meeting held on 23 April 2013, the Council resolved to write to Australia Post in relation to 
mail delivery and associated customer service issues at the Lightning Ridge Post Office. Since 
writing to Australia Post there have been a number of phone discussions with the Council’s 
Australia Post contact in relation to progress with addressing the post office issues. Council has 
now received a reply from Australia Post which is attached to this report for Council’s information. 

 
Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Corporate Services 

 
Recommendation: 

1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 

Attachment: 

Correspondence from Australia Post. 
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LIGHTNING RIDGE NEW TOWN WATER SUPPLY BORE: COST 
SUMMARY 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:    Prafulla K.C - Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   11/291 

 

Summary 
 

This report is prepared to address Councillor Lane’s request to provide a detailed cost summary of 
the new town water supply bore at Lightning Ridge. This report recommends that Council note and 
receives the cost summary of the new bore installed in the township of Lightning Ridge. 
 
Background 
 

The need for new town water supply bore arose due to the inability of the old bore to meet the 
water demand during peak summer months. In addition, frequent power supply failures and 
inaccessibility during the flood were major factors in opting for a new town bore.  

The new town bore was constructed as a supplement to the old bore. The old town bore will be 
continuously used as a primary source of water supply. The new town bore will be used when the 
water demand is high, or in an emergency situation when the old bore is not operational. 

During the 2011 flood, the old town bore faced critical and major problems. The town water supply 
was interrupted due to a leak in a rising main. A leak was detected, however being under flood 
water, Council had to seek help from State Agencies. A diver was brought from Sydney to locate 
and repair the leak in the rising main. The problem was caused from a leak in the tapping band 
which is connected to Council’s rising main. In general industry practice, no tapping shall be 
allowed in a rising or trunk main. 

Another issue was frequent power failures to the old bore due to short-circuits caused by birds 
hitting the electrical lines and power poles damaged by the flood water. Essential Energy had to 
disconnect the power supply for safety reasons. The old bore was inaccessible for more than 12 
months due to the flood water. After the flood water receded Council used a diesel generator to 
operate the old bore for six (6) months. 

Council engaged the NSW Office of Water Drilling Unit to construct a new artesian bore in October   
2011. The total depth of the bore is 1030 metres with concrete casing and screens.  

Current Position 
 

Currently the new town bore (Licence no.S34A 491528) is not regularly operational due to the low 
water demand. Flood water has receded and the old bore is accessible. Essential Energy installed 
new power poles and resumed power supply to the old bore. 
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The new town bore is located in Onyx Street. A 1.5 m high pad/embankment was built in order to 
safe guard the bore head from flood water. 

 In addition to drilling the bore, the following works were completed as part of this project; 

 Two pumps (southern cross) 

 Two VSD(Variable Speed Drives) & associated parts & fittings 

 Electrical works( cabling/installations) 

 3 phase power supply and a power pole 

 Slab, shed & gantry 

 Concrete driveway 

 Valve pit 

 Fence 

 Earthworks filling with road base 

 Installation of pipes, valves and fittings (Council Staff) 

 

The total cost of the Lightning Ridge new bore project was $620,918.65 exclusive of GST which 
was allocated from Ledgers 13.4846.4050 (Feasibility Study Bore Upgrade) & 13.4846.4052 (Onyx 
Bore Pump Construction). Major cost components were as follows; 

Organisation                       Work           Contract Value 

NSW Office of Water                       Bore Drilling   $362,809.09 

Standard Energy Pty Ltd                     Electrical Works/VSDs $68,904.00 

PW Concrete                    Construction $59,004.28 

Essential Energy                 3 phase Power supply $45,140.12 

Cadia Plumbing                 Pipes,valves,fittings $29,436.53 

Tyco Flow Control                   Two Pumps $16,717.80 

WSC salaries & wages   Installation of pipes/valves/fittings $15,527.32 

TOTAL = $620,918.65 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

154 
 

Total expenditure for the project is attached with this report as a Cost Summary spreadsheet. 
Please note that items listed as various* on the cost summary spreadsheet is reflected in a 
separate spreadsheet named breakdown of various sheet. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
 

Cost Summary Spreadsheets 
 
Governance issues 
 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues 
 
Nil 
  
Stakeholders 
 

Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Council’s rate payers 
Lightning Ridge residents 
  
Financial Implications 
 

Council’s total expenditure for this project was costed from the Lightning Ridge Water Fund during 
the 2012-2013 financial year.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options 
 

Nil. 
 
Conclusion 
 

In summary, the new town bore is to supplement the old town bore in order to provide regular and 
consistent drinking water supply to the residents of Lightning Ridge in the event of an emergency 
or high water supply/demand. 
 
Lightning Ridge New Town Bore Cost Summary 

  
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the cost summary for the Lightning Ridge New Town Water 
Supply Bore Project.   
 
 
 Moved: 
Seconded:   

 

Attachments: Breakdown of Various Costs 
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DRAFT SWIMMING POOL INSPECTION PROGRAM 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Doug McLennan – Environmental Health and Building Surveyor 

FILE NUMBER:   12/176 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council publicly exhibit the attached draft Swimming Pool Inspection 
Program for a period of thirty days, as required by Section 22D of the Swimming Pools Act 1992 
(the Act). 
 
Background: 
 
A comprehensive review of swimming pool legislation has recently been undertaken by the NSW 
Division of Local Government (DLG).  Various changes in legislation have been prompted by high 
rates of preventable drowning and near drowning in privately owned swimming pools and non-
compliant swimming pool fences. 
 
The resulting amendments to the Act require, in part, that NSW Councils develop and implement a 
locally appropriate swimming pool barrier inspection program in consultation with the community 
for privately owned swimming pools by 29 October 2013. 
 
Under previous arrangements Council addressed private swimming pool safety by: 

 Inspecting pools in conjunction with a formal construction approval (CC or CDC). 

 Inspecting pools upon landowners request. 

 Inspecting pools upon receiving a complaint. 

 Reviewing aerial imagery provided by NSW Land and Property Information Division (LPI) 
to identify unauthorized pools and enable compliance inspections. 

 Periodically advertising requirements for backyard swimming pool safety in local 
newspapers.  

 Maintaining information on swimming pool safety requirements on its web site. 
 
Reviewing aerial photography has become the post practical way for Council to identify 
unauthorised pools in a cost effective manner. This process was used with 2004 and 2009 aerial 
photography of urban areas, as well as 2009 aerial photography of rural areas.  In recent years LPI 
has significantly improved the quality of the aerial photography that it provides, including its 
resolution.  This technique does have limitations, especially when pools are under cover, not in 
use or extensively shaded at the time they are photographed, but it can be used to identify the vast 
majority of pools installed at a given time. It is expected that in the next couple of years LPI will 
supply new photography for the whole Shire. 
 
Current Position: 
 
A draft Swimming Pool Inspection Program (Attachment A) has been developed to address 
Council’s new obligations under the amended Swimming Pools Act 1992. It is based on Council’s 
current practices and the additional requirements which arise, including inspection of pools: 
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1. Situated on premises where there is tourist and visitor accommodation, or more than two 
dwellings, every three years. 

2. Where the property is being sold or leased and where a compliant inspection hasn’t been 
undertaken in three years.  

 
The DLG also requires Council to have a Community Engagement Strategy. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 Walgett Shire Council Enforcement Policy, as adopted 25 June 2013 (Trim record 
09/1409/0013). 

 The Swimming Pools Act 1992. 

 The Swimming Pools Regulation 2008. 

 NSW Division of Local Government Circular to Councils, titled Swimming Pool Amendment 
Act 2012 Circular No. 12-40.  

 
Governance issues: 
 

1. Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes:  
• to exercise community leadership 
• to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
• to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
• to facilitate the involvement of councillors, members of the public, users of facilities and 

services and council staff in the development, improvement and co-ordination of local 
government 

• to keep the local community and the State government (and through it, the wider 
community) informed about its activities 

• to ensure that, in the exercise of its regulatory functions, it acts consistently and without 
bias, particularly where an activity of the council is affected 

• to be a responsible employer. 
 

2. Section 22B of the Swimming Pools Act requires Council to develop and adopt a program 
for the inspection of swimming pools in its area to ensure compliance with the Part 4 of the 
Act. 
 

3. Clause 16 of the Swimming Pools Regulation requires that; 
• Council must establish and implement a strategy for engagement with the local 

community when developing a program for the inspection of swimming pools in its 
area. 

• The strategy must be based on social justice principles of equity, access, 
participation and rights. 

• The local community must be consulted in accordance with the strategy in relation 
to the development of the inspection program (including in relation to any review of 
such a program). 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
No significant issues known or expected. 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council, Division of Local Government, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
Swimming pool inspections are to be undertaken by Planning and Regulatory staff. It is estimated 
that around twenty pools will be required to be inspected per year. In a recent audit of 
unauthorized swimming pools there was an average of two inspections per pool before compliance 
was achieved. Accordingly, it is expected that around forty inspections will be carried out per year 
under the proposed program. This can be achieved within the existing budget by diverting existing 
staff from other work deemed to be of a lower priority. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Do nothing; this is not recommended as Council is required under section 22B of the Swimming 
Pools Act 1992 to publicly exhibit and adopt a Swimming Pool Inspection Program by 29 October 
2013. 
 
Conclusion: 

 
Council needs to publicly exhibit a Swimming Pool Inspection Program to ensure that it complies 
with the Swimming Pools Act 1992. The attached draft program provides a reasonable approach to 
this requirement and enables Council to practically identify the majority of unauthorised and non-
compliant pools over time. 
 
 
Draft Swimming Pool Inspection Program 

 
Recommendation:  
 

1. Council publicly exhibit the draft Swimming Pool Inspection Program for a period of thirty days. 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 

 
A – Draft Swimming Pool Inspection Program. 
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DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE 
APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1367-03 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed by Council staff under delegated authority. 
 
Background: 

 
Most Development Applications (DA) lodged with Walgett Shire Council are assessed by Council’s 
Town Planner and/or Director of Planning & Regulatory Services.  If appropriate, they are then 
approved by the Director or General Manager under delegated authority.  Only applications 
recommended for refusal, or where objections have been received from the public, are referred to 
Council for determination. 
 
Complying Development Certificate (CDC) applications which are compliant with relevant building 
and development standards are assessed and approved by Council’s Senior Health and Building 
Surveyor, Andrew Wilson, who is a NSW Building Professionals Board Accredited Certifier. 
 
Current position: 

 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications recently dealt with under delegated authority by 
Council staff.  Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 
represents Complying Development Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
* Respective DA and CDC files. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008. 
* State Environmental Planning Policy No 60—Exempt and Complying Development, etc. 
 
Governance issues: 

 
DAs: DAs are assessed under against a series of “matters for consideration” specified under 
section 79C of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and any relevant statutory 
requirements (such as regulations, Interim Development Order No 1 – Shire of Walgett and State 
Environmental Planning Policies).  Section 80A of the Act provides that Council may impose 
conditions of development consent.  It is appropriate and normal practice to impose conditions that 
are related to the nature and scale of the development, as well as the environment in which it will 
occur. 
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CDCs: Standards for complying development are defined by the relevant State Environmental 
Planning Policy (SEPP).  Sub-section 85A(7) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 provides that Council cannot refuse a CDC application which complies with the relevant 
development standards and regulatory requirements (eg plans and specifications demonstrate 
compliance with the Building Code of Australia).  Conditions that apply to a CDC are specified by 
the SEPP under which the application is approved. 
 
A simplified overview of development classification and approval processes is provided in the 
diagram below. 

 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
DAs: A Statement of Environmental Effects is required to be lodged with a DA that contains 
environmental information appropriate for the nature and scale of the development, as well as the 
setting in which it is proposed to occur.  Under statutory requirements, some developments of a 
large scale and/or proposed for a sensitive area may require significant additional supporting 
environmental information. 
 
CDCs: Complying development is restricted to certain types of land use, particular zones and may 
be excluded from environmentally sensitive areas, bush fire prone land, etc. 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Public, applicants, Council, Department of Planning & Infrastructure. 
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Financial implications: 

 
Part of the costs incurred assessing and inspecting respective developments is recovered from 
application and inspection fees. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 

 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 

 
It is recommended that Council note the current level of development activity within the Shire. 
 
 
 
Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 

 
Recommendation:  
 

1. That Council resolve to note the report on Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications dealt with by Council staff under delegated authority during June and July 2013 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
DAs & CDCs approved June & July 2013. 
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DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 2013/016 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matt Clarkson – Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   DA2013/016 

 

Summary: 

A Development Application has been received from Councillor David Lane for a primitive 

campground, café, and 2 neighbourhood shops.  It is recommended that Council approve the 

application subject to the attached conditions of development consent. 

Background: 

Councillor Lane has lodged an application for a primitive campground, café, and 2 neighbourhood 

shops in the Lightning Ridge SP3 Tourist zone. As 2 objections have been received regarding the 

application, it has been referred to Council for determination.  

A copy of the Development Application Assessment Report has been provided as Attachment A. 

Copies of the objections have been provided as Attachment B.  

Current Position: 

2 objections have been received regarding the Development Application. The substance of these 

objections related to: 

Appropriateness of the development classification under the Local Government (Manufactured 

Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005, 

Site suitability, 

Traffic and access, 

Pecuniary interest. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 

* Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 

* Local Government Act 1993. 

* Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and 

Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005. 

* Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
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* Walgett Development Control Plan 2013. 

Governance issues: 

Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, 

which includes:  

* to exercise community leadership 

* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of 

the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the 

principles of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 

* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 

Voting:- Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a 

motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors 

voting for and against the motion must be recorded. 

Environmental issues: 

No significant environmental issues involved. 

Stakeholders: 

The applicant, public, and Walgett Shire Council. 

Financial Implications: 

None known or expected. 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 

Refuse Development Application 2012/025:- This option has not been recommended as there 

appears to be no basis for not allowing the development to proceed subject to the conditions of 

development consent. 
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Conclusion: 

 Review of Development Determination 2013/016 – David Lane 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Approve Development Application DA2013/016 by David Lane for a Primitive campground, 

café & 2 neighbourhood shops on Lot 6824 DP 46195. 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 

Attachments: 
 

A - Development Application Assessment Report for da2013/016. 
B – Objections for da2013/016. 
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DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION, CHANGE OF USE 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matt Clarkson, Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   DA2013/004 

 

 
Summary:  
 
A Development Application has been lodged to grant consent for an established unauthorised 
truck depot in Burren Junction. It is recommended that Council resolve to refuse the development 
application. 
 
Background: 

 
Walgett Shire Council has received a Development Application from Graham Wilson for a change 
of use on Lots 21, 22 & 23 DP 15645 Burren Junction. The application proposes that an existing 
unauthorised truck depot be given development consent. 
 
Current position: 

 
A development assessment report has been prepared and is included as Attachment A. 
 
Relevant reference documents/policies: 

 
* Application documents for DA2013/004.  
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* Interim Development Order Shire of Walgett 1968. 
* Draft Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2012. 
* Walgett Development Control Plan 2013. 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a motion for 
a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors voting for and 
against the motion must be recorded. 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
See the attached Development Application assessment report. 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council, community, applicant and neighbours. 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil. 
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Alternative solutions/options: 

 
Conditional approval:- Some negative impacts of the development could be minimised by 
restricting hours of operation through conditions of development consent. This option has not been 
recommended as substantial land use conflicts would remain, and the applicant has stated that 
such a restriction would render the truck depot unviable.   
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 

Development Application, Change of Use 

 
Recommendation: 

 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Refuse Development Application 2013/004 by Graham Wilson for a change of use on Lots 21. 

22 & 23 DP 15645 on the basis that: 
 
  (a) The site is unsuitable because the proposed development is of a scale and nature that is 

inconsistent with the predominately residential land use in the vicinity. 
 
  (b) Noise, light, and dust impacts are likely to be significant and unable to be contained within 

the site, especially given that the proposed hours of operation are 24 hours per day, 7 days 
per week. 

 
  (c) The site is unsuitable for the proposed development as there is evidence of historic land 

use conflict associated with the unauthorised use of the site as a truck depot. 
 
 (d) It is not in the public interest to approve the proposed development. 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 

Attachments: 
 

A – Development Assessment Report – DA2013/004. 
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MATTERS FOR BRIEF MENTION, PLANNING & REGULATORY 

SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/434 

 

  
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 

matters recently arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Division. 

Pound Dog Rehoming 
 

Nina Hartland of Riverina Rescue continues to arrange for the pickup of unclaimed dogs from the 

Walgett pound. She is working with animal rescue organisations in southern NSW, Victoria and the 

ACT to place the animals with new owners. Pickups occurred on 20-6-2013 (6 dogs), 27-6-2013 

(15 dogs), 12-7-2013 (5 dogs) and 20-7-2013 (5 dogs). 

Differential GPS 

Council’s differential GPS (Global Positioning System) equipment has now been upgraded with the 

purchase of a new GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite System) receiver which is accurate to within 

0.1m.  This will enable more accurate surveying of Council’s water, sewer and stormwater assets, 

a project currently being undertaken by Council’s GIS Co-ordinator. Council’s previous GNSS 

receiver was accurate to within 0.5m. 

Lidar Data Acquisition 

NSW Land & Property Information (LPI) has now supplied digital terrain model data for the town 

and immediate surrounds of Walgett and Lightning Ridge. This data is derived from LIDAR (Light 

Detection and Ranging) surveys recently completed by LPI. 

Processing of the data by Council’s GIS Co-ordinator has now produced accurate 0.2, 0.5 and 

1.0m contour interval mapping. Previously the best data available was based on a 1.0m contour 

interval. 

LPI has indicated that digital terrain model data for Collarenebri will be provided in the near future. 

Walgett Shire Rural Residential Strategy 

Accurate digital terrain model and contour data has now become available from LPI enabling 

quotes to be sought from planning consultants to prepare a rural residential strategy. The data 

provides more accurate information on the terrain, hence areas that are more vulnerable to 

flooding than others. Such information will be an important component of the supporting 

information required by the NSW Department of Planning & Infrastructure, and other government 

agencies, to enable land to be rezoned. 
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An advertisement inviting quotes for the preparation of the Walgett Shire Rural Residential 

Strategy was placed in the Western Magazine dated 5 August 2013. At the time of writing (12-8-

2013), the ‘request for quote’ document had been distributed to 18 consultant planning firms. 

Grawin Opal Fields Locality Proposal 

On 24 July 2012 Council resolved, after undertaking public consultation, to request that the 

Geographical Names Board of NSW (GNB) establish a new locality named the Grawin Opal 

Fields.  The GNB was notified of Council’s resolution via a letter dated 31 July 2012. On 4 June 

2013 Council wrote to the GNB indicating that it was still waiting for a response.  On 31 July 2013 

an e-mail was sent to Land & Property Information staff associated with the GNB indicating that 

Council was still waiting for a response. 

Draft Local Approvals Policy 

At a meeting held on 25 June 2013, Walgett Shire Council resolved to place the Draft Walgett 

Shire Council Local Approvals Policy on exhibition and invite public submissions. The public 

exhibition period ended on Friday 16-8-2013. Any submissions received will be the subject of a 

report to the September 2013 Council meeting. 

Local Government NSW & Draft Planning Bill 

 
Council has received advice from Local Government NSW that the Joint Presidents of the 
association, Keith Rhoades and Ray Donald, met with the Minister for Planning on 15 August to 
discuss the draft Planning Bill and planning white paper.  They sought assurances that: 

 
- Council powers for local decisions and the community’s right to have a say would be maintained 
for high impact developments; 
- Greater certainty and public confidence would be provided by binding strategic plans, and the 
removal of provisions that allow deviation from strategic plans that have been agreed by 
communities; 
- Environmental and social considerations will be given equal emphasis and effect throughout the 
Bill alongside economic growth, in line with a balanced triple bottom line approach; 
- Councils will have decision making powers on subregional planning boards and will have a say in 
defining their subregions; 
- Mechanisms will be built in to harness the information gathered from grassroots council and 
community input to feed upwards into higher level regional and subregional plans; 
and 
- The proposal to impose a three year limit on councils holding contributions prior to expenditure 
would be abandoned. 

 
We again called for the deferral of the draft Bills until these and other details can be addressed 
and requested the opportunity to continue to work with departmental staff and have further 
discussions with the Minister prior to the legislation going to Parliament. 

 
We also reiterated that Local Government has always been in support of the review of the NSW 
planning system and acknowledged the Government’s broad consultation to date.” 
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Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director of Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolves to: 
 
1. Receive and note the report by the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services on matters for 

brief mention, or information only, regarding: 
  - Pound dog rehoming. 
  - Differential GPS 
  - LIDAR data acquisition 
  - Rural residential strategy quotes 
  - Grawin Opal Fields locality proposal 
  - Draft Local Approvals Policy 
 - Local Government NSW & Draft Planning Bill. 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
 

Nil. 
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IMPROVEMENT OF MORILLA STREET BETWEEN BRILLIANT AND 
OPAL STREET – BLACK SPOT PROGRAMME – AUGUST   2013  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director of Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
 

The report recommends that Council accepts the proposal for an improvement of Morilla Street 
between Brilliant and Opal Street under Black Spot programme for 2014/2015. 
 
Background: 
 

Morilla Street in Lightning Ridge is one of the busiest streets in the town. The Police Crash reports 
states that there were some major pedestrian crashes in Lightning Ridge during 2008. To 
overcome these matters, the RMS has proposed to improve Morilla Street between Brilliant and 
Opal Street under the Federal Accident Blackspot Programme for 2014/2015. The tentative 
estimate for the project would be $150,000 to $ 175,000. The scope of works will include; 
 

 Concrete blisters and a pedestrians refuge in Morilla Street on the opposite side of the 
existing crossing. 

 Concrete kerb blisters in Morilla Street at Brilliant Street at the existing pedestrian crossing. 

 A reduction of the speed limit in Morilla Street between Opal Street and Brilliant Street to 40 
km/h. 

 Re marking to the existing pedestrian crossings and fluoro signs at crossings etc. 
 
Current Position: 

 
A joint investigation had been carried out by Council’s Director Engineering Services and Road 
Safety and Traffic Analyst in May 2013 around the main street. The investigation shows that the 
Post Office in Morilla Street seems to be the main area of pedestrian activity. 
 
During the investigation, it has been determined that at the intersection of Morilla and Opal Street, 
pedestrians and students from the school had more desire to cross Morilla Street on the opposite 
side to the existing pedestrian crossing and it appeared that the existing pedestrian crossing 
should be moved to other side of the existing location as part of a safety upgrade. 
 
The proposal has been presented at the Local Area Traffic Committee meeting held on 8th August 
2013 and recommended for Council approval. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Police crash map 
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Governance issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
NIL  

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 

 
Conclusion: 
 

Morilla Street is one of the busiest streets in Lightning Ridge where a couple of pedestrian crashes 
had been occurred in 2008. It is therefore required that the existing pedestrian configuration is 
improved. 
 
  
Improvement of Morilla Street between Brilliant and Opal Street – Black Spot Programme –

August 2013 from Director Engineering Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 

That Council accept and recommend the project. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachments:  
 

Police Crash map 
Draft Design 
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MONTHLY RMCC WORKS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING 
SERVICES – AUGUST 2013  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director of Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the RMCC works in the 
period since the report was prepared on 30th July 2013. 
 
Background: 
 

The 2012/2013 Financial RMS Contract has been completed within the time frame and to RMS’s 
specification successfully. The original contract was of $8,466,615. Due to the some additional 
work, the contract had some variations. The final figure is $ 10,697,384.30 (ref. table 1). 
 
Current Position: 

 
RMS has awarded a new contract of $5,914,000 for the 2013/2014 financial year. This contract 
consisted of resealing, heavy patching, shoulder widening, Pian Creek rehabilitation, flood damage 
and routine works. 
 
Currently, two Council teams have been engaged to carry out the works. Expenditure as at 14th 
August 2013 is $893,051.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
RMS  EMAIL 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 
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Financial Implications: 

 
As at 30th July 2013, the total expenditure was $10,697,384.30 and all the works have been 

completed to RMS’ satisfaction. 
 
As at 14

th
 August 2013, the expenditure for the 2013/2014 financial year is $893,051.12 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

Council will continue in monitoring the work progress of RMCC to ensure the works complete 
within the guidelines. 
 

Monthly RMCC works Report from Director Engineering Services –August          2013 

 
Recommendation: 
 

That Council receive and note the monthly RMCC works report for August 2013. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachment:  
 

RMCC works summary. 
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Summary 

 
The funding allocations for 2012/2013 RMCC works are $ 10,697,384.30. The details are as follows: 

 
Table 1 
 

Description of works HW12 HW18 HW29 Total 
Expenditure 
till 30 June 
2013 

Progress in 
percentage 

Remarks 

Resealing 
 
251,295.00  

    
675,281.00  

    
272,964.00  

   
1,199,540.00  

    
1,245,327.24  

                         
103.82  

Completed 

Heavy Patching     
    
426,000.00  

      
426,000.00  

       
547,560.29  

                         
128.54  

Completed 

HW29 west Rehab     
 
1,223,500.00  

   
1,223,500.00  

    
1,238,170.45  

                         
101.20  

Completed 

HW29 west widening     
    
492,431.00  

      
492,431.00  

       
463,107.54  

                           
94.05  

Completed 

HW29 east Pian Creek     
      
50,000.00  

        
50,000.00  

                                  -    RMS 

Flood damage 
restoration (Dec 2010 
event) 

    
 
1,810,000.00  

   
1,810,000.00  

    
1,815,076.78  

                         
100.28  

Completed 

Flood damage 
restoration (Feb 2012 
event) 

 
682,500.00  

 
1,120,000.00  

 
2,030,000.00  

   
3,832,500.00  

    
4,267,320.62  

                         
111.35  

Completed 

Routine works       
   
1,103,425.00  

    
1,093,197.38  

                           
99.07  

Completed 

Sign Installation       
        
27,624.00  

         
27,624.00  

                         
100.00  

Completed 

Total       
 
10,165,020.00  

  
10,697,384.30  

                         
105.24    
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The funding allocations for 2013/2014 RMCC works are $ 5,914,000. The details are as follows: 

 
Table 2 

 

SN Description Budget 
Expenditure Till 

14/08/2013 
5% admin 

charge Total 

Progress 
in 

percentage 

1 Resealing $     1,240,000.00 0 0 - 
 2 Heavy patching $        439,000.00 0 0 - 
 

3 
SH29 west Geotextile 

Rehab TBA 0 0 - 
 4 HW29 west widening $        500,000.00 0 0 - 
 

5 
HW29 east Pian Creek 

rehab $     1,050,000.00 0 0 - 
 6 Flood damage $     1,500,000.00 $ 744,130.00 $  37,206.50 $ 781,336.50 52.09 

7 Routine works $     1,185,000.00 $ 111,714.62 
 

$ 111,714.62 9.43 

  
$     5,914,000.00 

  
$ 893,051.12 15.10% 
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MONTHLY FLOOD WORKS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES – AUGUST 2013  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Ramesh Sharma – Acting Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the February 2012 
flood restoration works as at 8th August 2013. 
 
Background: 

 
In December 2011 and February 2012, Walgett Shire suffered major flood disasters and 
significantly affected 62 Shire Roads, 7 Regional roads and 3 State Highways. The people of 
the Walgett, Collarenebri & Lightning Ridge areas were particularly affected and the Shire’s 
infrastructure sustained severe damage. 
 
Roads and Maritime services (RMS) has assessed the flood affected roads and awarded 
Natural Disaster Assistance (NDA) to the Walgett Shire for the flood damage which involves 
remediation & reconstruction. 
 
Current Position: 
 

All the works on regional roads have been completed well before the specified completion 
date. In relation to the local road flood restoration works programme, Wilby Wilby Road and 
Beanbri Roads are remained mainly. Other roads will be completed by the end of August 
2013. 
 
All the contractors have been put off from the work except one in Lightning Ridge. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
RMS approved schedule 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourists 
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Financial Implications: 

 
As at 8th August 2013, $ 10,304,314.68 has been spent from a total amount of  
$ 11,623,727 provided in the 2012/2013 budget. 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 

Council can monitor progress of monthly flood work program by reviewing the attached 
spread sheets and noting progress to date. 
 

 Monthly flood works Report from Director Engineering Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 

1. That Council receive and note the monthly flood restoration works report for August  
2013 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachment:  
 

Flood restoration works progress summary. 
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Shire Roads 
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Regional Roads 
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AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION – 2013 
NATIONAL LOCAL ROADS AND TRANSPORT CONGRESS 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director of Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/339 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of participation at the congress by Councillors 
and staff on 12th to 14th November 2013 at Alice Springs Convention Centre, Alice Springs, 
Northern Territory.  
 
Background: 

 
The National Local Road and Transport Congress is an annual event and Councils gather as 
a united national force to develop and refine a coherent case for improved investment in 
local roads, local government owned transport infrastructure, and other transport 
infrastructure that impacts on our communities. 
 
The purpose and focus of the 2013 National Local Roads and Transport Congress is the 
planning and delivery of land transport in Australia, especially by Councils. 
 
Current Position: 

 
Heavy vehicle reforms and their implications for Councils will be a strong focus of the 
Congress. The National Heavy Vehicle Charing and Investment Board (HVCI) is 
investigating reform options to provide more sustainable road networks by improving access 
to existing roads for heavy vehicles. 
  
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
ALGA News - 9 August 2013  
 
Governance issues: 

 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 

 
Road safety  
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Council and Users 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
Cost per attendee will include the registration fee, accommodation, meals and travel 
expenses. 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 

 
The National Local Road and Transport Congress is an annual event and an excellent 
chance to meet many Councils and exchange ideas regarding local road issues. It will be 
worthwhile for Councillors and staff to attend the Congress. 
 

2013 Local Government National Local Roads and Transport Congress - Alice 
Springs, Northern Territory on 12-14 November 2013 

  
Recommendation: 
 

That the Mayor, General Manager and Director of Engineering Services attend the National 
Local Roads and Transport Congress in Alice Springs between 12-14 November 2013 and 
that expenses be paid. 

 

 Moved : 

Seconded: 

 
 
Attachment:  
 

ALGA News 9 August 2013.  
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Questions for the next Meeting 

 

 

Confidential Reports/Closed Council meeting 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


