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12 December 2006 
 
Administrator 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in 
the Walgett Shire Council Chambers on Tuesday, 19 December 2006, commencing at 
10.00am. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC FORUM PRESENTATIONS  
 
(limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper, 
with two speakers, speaking for the item and two speakers, speaking against the item to be 
considered) 
 
WELCOME TO VISITORS  
(recognising the original Aboriginal caretakers of the lands covered by the Shire) 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD 21 NOVEMBER 2006 
 
CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY 
 
1. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
 No Reports Submitted 
 
2. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 1. Vehicle Policy         6 

 2. Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Inc Subsidy Agreement  7 
 
3. MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT 
 

3.  Monthly Management Report to 30 November 2006    8-12 
4. Bugger the Drought Evening       13-15 
5. Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Assoc Inc Agreement for Subsidy  16-24 
6. Debt Recovery Progress Report      25-26 
7. Community Assistance Scheme Donation – Royal Flying Doctors   27 
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3. MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT - continued 
 

8. Report on Rates and Charges – 30 November 2006    28 
9. Voluntary Rebates – Rates and Charges     29-30 
10. Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates – Lot 1, DP 263351, Lightning Ridge 31-33 

 11. Youth Off the Streets        34-38 
 12. Walgett Shire Council Community Services Report    39-42 
 13. Expressions of Interest for Legal Services     43 
 
4. MANAGER OF PLANNING AND REGULATIONS REPORT 
 
 14. Comprehensive Local Approvals Policy     44-51 
 15. Development and Complying Certificate Applications   52-53 
 16. Development Application 2006034 – Gleeson Surveying   54-60 
 
5. MANAGER OF ENGINEERING’S REPORT 
 
 17. Five Year Road Plan        61-68 
 18. Walgett Levee         69-71 
 19. Burren Junction Bore Baths       72-73 
 20. Regional Airports Funding Programme     74-81 
 21. Naming of Park – Lightning Ridge      82-86 
 22. Rainwater Tank Rebate       87-90 
 23. Bridge Naming        91-95 
 24. Engineering Internship       96-97 
 25. Carinda Waste Management – Waste Transfer Station   98-100 
 
6. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 No Reports Submitted 
 
7. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
 
 26. Mungindi Menindee Advisory Council Meeting – 8 November 2006  102 
 
8. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – 21 NOVEMBER 2006 
 
The Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 21 November 2006 were distributed to 
Council’s Administrator. 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No:       
 
Subject:       
 
Author:       
 
File No:       
 
 
No Reports Submitted 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 1 
 
Subject: Vehicle Policy 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 023/09/01/06 
 
 
 
Report to be tabled at the Meeting 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 2 
 
Subject: Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Inc. Subsidy Agreement 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 020/01/01/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Council has been negotiating an agreement with the Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool 
Association Incorporated for the subsidy to operate the Public Baths facility in  
Lightning Ridge.  A suitable agreement has been signed by the Association and needs 
to be countersigned under seal by the Walgett Shire Council. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The original agreement for subsidy was signed in 2000 and has now expired. Council 
held a meeting with the Association in Lightning Ridge on the 21 November 2006 in 
order to finalise an existing draft document that was acceptable to both parties.  
 
This agreement has now been signed and returned to Council by the Association and 
requires Councils signature and seal to be affixed. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Agreement for subsidy – Walgett Shire Council and Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool 

Association Incorporated 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Ridge Olympic Pool Association Incorporated  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As set out in the subsidy agreement 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the General Manager and Administrator be authorised to sign and affix the 
Council Seal to the subsidy agreement made between Walgett Shire Council and 
the Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Incorporated dated  
5 December 2006. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 3 
 
Subject: Monthly Management Report to 30 November 2006 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Acting Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 180/08/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report is prepared to report on the operational performance against adopted 
estimates for the period ending 30 November 2006. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Department of Local Government Report, recommendation 31, requires monthly reports 
to be submitted to Council reporting on significant differences. The report analyses the 
financial performance of Council for the period ending 30 November 2006 comparing 
actual expenditure and revenue against the budget. The Council’s position at this time is 
within budgetary expectations with a surplus of $1,735,094 compared to a budgeted 
$147,916. 
 
General Budgetary Position 
 
This review analyses the financial performance of the Council for the period ending  
30 November 2006, comparing actual expenditure and revenue against the budget. 
Council’s budgetary position for the period ending 30th November 2006 is financially 
sound. The Budgeted surplus was $147,916 and at the end of November the surplus 
based on actual’s was $1,735,094. 
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The total Variance is summarised as follows: 
 

Management Review as at 30th November 2006   
         

  

Original 
Budget 

Amended 
Budget YTD Actual YTD Actual 

(Committed) 

Budget 
Available 
Current 

Year   
         
Members & Executive Expenditure (713,329) (623,829) (232,607) (231,220) (480,722) 33% 
Corporate Services Revenue 157,000 157,000 (22,235) (22,235) 179,235 -14% 
Corporate Services Expenditure (871,865) (871,865) (490,166) (519,952) (381,699) 56% 
Marketing & Promotions Revenue 20,000 20,000 13,666 13,666 6,334 68% 

Marketing & Promotions Expenditure (306,098) (306,098) (155,019) (154,612) (151,079) 51% 
Financial Services Revenue 6,626,881 6,661,644 5,540,276 5,540,276 1,086,605 84% 
Financial Services Expenditure (1,298,187) (1,298,187) (659,399) (667,796) (638,788) 51% 
Governance Revenue 41,500 41,500 25,919 25,919 15,581 62% 
Governance Expenditure (429,500) (429,500) (193,133) (193,133) (236,367) 45% 
Community Services Revenue 252,100 252,100 28,860 28,860 223,240 11% 
Community Services Expenditure (619,442) (654,442) (355,986) (359,957) (263,456) 57% 
Planning & Regulation Revenue 178,850 60,850 22,772 22,772 156,078 13% 
Planning & Regulation Expenditure (864,110) (760,610) (274,200) (273,097) (589,910) 32% 
Engineering Services Revenue 68,000 68,000 32,781 32,781 35,219 48% 
Engineering Services Expenditure (492,667) (492,667) (250,365) (250,185) (242,302) 51% 
Council Plant & Properties Revenue 2,281,134 2,281,134 811,134 811,134 1,470,000 36% 
Council Plant & Properties Expenditure (2,145,000) (2,145,000) (1,045,250) (1,137,305) (1,099,750) 49% 
Roads & Bridges Revenue 5,895,813 5,914,259 1,416,428 1,416,428 4,479,385 24% 
Roads & Bridges Expenditure (5,342,813) (5,342,813) (3,414,258) (4,133,117) (1,928,555) 64% 
Recreation & Community Assets Revenue 140,000 140,000 165,018 165,018 (25,018) 118% 
Recreation & Community Assets Expenditure (2,199,404) (2,199,404) (1,020,066) (1,102,736) (1,179,338) 46% 
Domestic Waste Revenue 751,687 751,687 707,777 707,777 43,910 94% 
Domestic Waste Expenditure (693,950) (693,950) (254,925) (416,906) (439,025) 37% 
Public Order & Safety Revenue 46,000 46,000 0 0 46,000 0% 
Public Order & Safety Expenditure (213,405) (213,405) (73,960) (104,999) (139,445) 35% 
Water Services Revenue 1,119,528 1,119,528 1,164,915 1,164,915 (45,387) 104% 
Water Services Expenditure (1,241,574) (1,241,574) (233,035) (239,865) (1,008,539) 19% 
Sewerage Services Revenue 576,450 576,450 561,861 561,861 14,589 97% 
Sewerage Services Expenditure (668,892) (668,892) (81,709) (97,172) (587,183) 12% 
         
  54,707 147,916 1,735,094 587,120     

       
Variance of Income Compared to Expenditure          

      
Budget YTD Actual YTD % of 

Budget  
Income     18,090,152 10,469,172 58%  
Expenditure     (17,942,236) (8,734,078) 49%  
Variance     147,916 1,735,094    
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Members and Executive  
 
• Nil Variance to Report 

 
Corporate Services 
 
• River Towns Project is now fully operational, however funds of $23,655 have been 

returned to the Premiers Department being balance funds unspent. This money has 
been allocated as a refund of Income. 

 
• Legal expenses is at $31,433 compared to $15,000 originally budgeted. As 

previously reported this has been due to legal costs incurred two (2) cases relating to 
the termination of previous Manager’s. 

 
• The full contribution of $100,000 has been committed to Lightning Ridge opal and 

Fossil Museum. A further $25,330 has been paid to the Museum being grant funding 
received from NSW Ministry of Arts. 

 
• Human Resources Staff Training is 65% spent and staff replacement is 50% 

committed due to recent advertising in the Sydney Morning Herald for three (3) new 
positions and the recently advertised Manager Corporate Services position. 
 

Marketing & Promotions 
 
• Nil variance to Report 

 
Financial Services 
 
• The full amount of rates revenue has been raised this period. 
 
• Fifty Percent (50%) of the Federal Assistance Grant has been received. 
 
• Over fifty (50) % of Interest income has been received to date. 
 
• Additional revenue received for the following: 
 

1. $9,284 – Incentive Bonus Public Liability. 
2. $203,934 – Statewide Cover – Workers Compensation review. 
3. $21,962 – Incentive Bonus Property Insurance. 
4. $28,800 Emergency Management – Local Grants Funding. 

 
• All insurance premiums have been finalised for 2006/2007. 
 
• Civica Managed Service was originally budgeted at $156,000. It is expected that the 

costs associated with the managed server will be in excess of $250,000 for 
2006/2007. This is due to additional seven (7) users and additional direct costs not 
included in the original contract. 

 
• Rate Collection/Recovery Costs are over budget due to Council’s current extensive 

debt recovery commitments. 
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Community Services 
 
• The full contribution to Northern regional Library has been paid. It was originally 

believed that the contribution for 2006/2007 was $142,500 but the final amount 
payable was $150,628. 

 
• No grants have been received to date from Department of Community services, 

Vacation care, Youth Development Officer and Library Subsidy. 
 

Planning & Regulations 
 
• Nil variance to report. 

 
Engineering Services 
 
• Nil Variance to Report 

 
Council Plant & Properties 
 
• All Council Properties Rates have been levied. 
 
• Library Expenditure has increased due to continual vandalism on the Library and 

Internet centre. 
 

Roads & Bridges 
 
• Half the Financial Assistance Grant has been received.  
 
• Additional Expenditure on Sealed Urban Roads. 
 
• Additional Expenditure on Unsealed Shire Roads. 
 
• Regional Roads Sealed expenditure 51% expended due to early maintenance and 

anticipated RTA works later in the financial year. 
 
• RTA SIC Maintenance Payments due to Walgett Shire Council $84,000 and Ordered 

Work Payments $700,000 due to Walgett Shire Council. 
 

Recreation & Community Assets 
 
• The Grant for Airport Security of $141,162 was received. 
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Domestic Waste Management 
 
• The full amount of Domestic Waste charges have been raised. 
 
• Additional expenditure at Walgett Tip Operations is due to the commitment to 

Geotech study. 
 
• Additional expenditure has also been committed for the installation of power at the 

Walgett site. 
 

Public Order and Safety 
 
• Nil Variance to Report 

 
Water Services 
 
• The full amount of rates revenue has been raised this period.. 

  
Sewer Services 
 
• The full amount of rates revenue has been raised this period. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Monthly Management Report for the period ending 30 November 2006 
• Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2006-07 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Overall, the results of the monthly review indicate that the financial position of Council is 
satisfactory and continues to operate within budgetary constraints. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council note the Management Report for the period ending  
30 November 2006. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 4 
 
Subject: “Bugger the Drought” Evening 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Acting Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 125/01/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Walgett has been drought declared for over four (4) years. A committee of people have 
organised a dinner on 20 January 2007 to promote assistance and awareness about 
mental health and provide a fun, informal gathering. They are seeking Council support 
through fees associated with the hire of Walgett Showground. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
A dinner has been organised for 20 January 2007. This evening is open Walgett Shire 
residents affected by drought whether living in town or on properties and is expected to 
attract approximately 300 people. 
 
The dinner is being promoted as an informal gathering to increase awareness of mental 
illness and the assistance available for health related issues. The evening includes a 
quest speaker, dinner, music, children’s activities, drought bag, and a show case for 
sponsors and mental health workers’. 
 
The committee has booked Walgett Showground to hold this event and has requested 
that Council waive all fees associated with hiring the venue. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Letter dated 4 December 2006 
• Walgett Showground Fees and Charges 2006/2007 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Residents 
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Financial Implications: 
 
The costs to hire Walgett Showground are as follows: 
 
Bond – Showground (Refundable)  $1,000.00 
Bond – Microphone (Refundable)  $   250.00 
Hire – Showground    $     50.00 
Hire – Cool Room    $      35.00 
Hire – Microphone    $      10.00 
Hire – Lights     $      15.00 
Hire – Electricity    $      25.00 
Temporary Licence Fee   $    100.00 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council waive the Bond of $1,000.00 for use of Walgett Showground by 

Bugger the Drought Committee on 20 January 2007. 
 
2. That Council waive the Bond of $250.00 for use of Travelling Microphone by 

Bugger the Drought Committee on 20 January 2007. 
 
3. That the hire fees totalling $235.00 for use of Walgett Showground ($50.00), 

Cool Room($35.00), Microphone ($10.00), Lights($15.00), Electricity($25.00) 
and Temporary Licence Fee ($100.00) be donated to Bugger the Drought 
Committee through Section 356 Donation and applied against all fees 
associated with the use of Walgett Showground on 20 January 2007.  
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 5 
 
Subject: Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Incorporated –  
  Agreement for Subsidy 
 
Author: John Burke – Finance Officer 
 
File No: 020/01/01/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Council has met with the Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Incorporated and an 
Agreement for Subsidy has been drawn up between both parties, for the  
Lightning Ridge Public Baths Reserve. 
 
The agreement states that Council will contribute to the insurance cost for the 
2006/2007 financial years, for property and contents of the Olympic Pool, Theme Park, 
Multi Purpose Centre, Diving Tower and Pool. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
With the appointment of the Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Inc as land 
managers of the Lightning Ridge Public Baths Reserve, the Association is responsible 
for the insurance cover on the buildings and contents of the Olympic Pool, Theme Park, 
Multi Purpose Centre, Diving Tower and Pool. 
 
Quotations have been sought by the Association from insurance brokers, and the 
accepted quotation, by the Association, is for an amount of $17,571.53 inclusive of all 
charges. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Quotations from Driessen Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd 
• Agreement for Subsidy 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Incorporated. 
• Department Of Natural Resources 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
$17,571.53 inclusive of all charges from Council’s current budget 
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Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that Council make a one-off additional payment to the 
Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Inc in the amount of $17,571.53 in 
recognition of the liability incurred by the change of land management of the 
Lightning Ridge Public Baths Reserve. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 6 
 
Subject: Debt Recovery Progress Report 
 
Author: Renee Reynolds-Customer Service Officer-Finance 
 
File No: 180/01/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of Council’s progress in the collection of outstanding 
rates and charges. 
 
Comments (including issues and background):  
 
The total amount of rates outstanding as at 30 June 2006 was $1,617,000 with a 
provision for doubtful debts of $595,000. The rates and charges outstanding percentage 
was 15.94%. Any percentile above 9% is considered to be unacceptable by the 
Department of Local Government and several strategies were put in place to address 
the debt recovery procedure and collection of outstanding rates and charges. Strategies 
in place are as follows: 
 
I. Walgett Shire Council has engaged the services of a new debt recovery 
 agency, Outstanding Collections Pty Ltd. Outstanding Collections offers an 
 interactive website to offer more effective communication between Walgett Shire 
 Council and themselves and provides a comprehensive list of all assessments 
 listed with them for legal action. 
 
II. Damien Ingle from Ingle and Associates has conducted training in the 

implementation of the Debt Recovery Module within the Authority System. This 
module has provided a quick and effective way to keep up to date with debt 
recovery progress on individual assessments.  

 
III. A revised list of land for sale under Section 713 of Local Government Act (1993) 

has been drafted and presented at November 2006 Council Meeting. The next 
upcoming auction is scheduled for April 2007. A total of thirteen (13) properties will 
be listed for sale with a combined debt of $129,235.81 owing on these properties. 

 
IV. A further eight (8) properties with an amount outstanding of $42,586.46 in total are 

listed for sale with Kelly’s Property Sales in Walgett. These properties failed to sell 
at the previous 713 auction held in April 2006. Under Local Government Act 
Section 716(2) Council can sell by private treaty and land which fails to sell at 
public auction. 
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V. As of 5/12/06 a total of 105 assessments with total arrears of $448,775.17 are on a 

repayment agreements for their outstanding rates and charges. Payments are 
made weekly, fortnightly, or monthly to Council to address their arrears. A report is 
printed at the end of each month of those assessments who have defaulted on the 
agreed payment plan. These ratepayers are contacted in writing of their default and 
sent to Outstanding Collections for further legal action if no contact by the 
ratepayer is made. 

 
VI. Each assessment with arrears is individually assessed and investigated when 

required and the appropriate action taken. 
 
As of 12/12/06 a total of $523,963.77 has been recovered from outstanding rates and 
charges. This represents a percentage of 32.4% of arrears collected. The rates arrears 
outstanding is now at $1,052,408.99 as indicated below: 
 

Rates arrears as at 12th December 
2006 

  
Under $500  $           26,742.57 
$501 - $5,000  $         339,842.74 
$5,001 - $10,000  $         259,082.12 
$10,001 - $20,000  $         140,996.64 
Over $20,000  $         285,744.92 
  
  $      1,052,408.99 

 
Council is committed to continue with these strategies to ensure that rates arrears are 
minimised to an acceptable level. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents:  
 

• Manager Corporate Services Report 17 August 2006- Debt Recovery 
• Debt Recovery Policy. 

 
Stakeholders:  
 

• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Council Ratepayers 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Legal costs incurred by Walgett Shire Council are initially funded by council and are 
added onto the Outstanding Rates and Charges of each individual assessment. Theses 
costs are recoverable in the settlement of arrears. 
 
Recommendations:  
 
That Council recognise the strategies in place and being utilised to reduce 
outstanding rates arrears. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 7 
 
Subject: Community Assistance Scheme Donation –  
  Royal Flying Doctors, Lightning Ridge Sub Branch 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Acting Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 180/08/00/00 
 
 
Summary:  
 
This report identifies a request from the Royal Flying Doctor Service, Lightning Ridge 
Branch for financial assistance from Council through the Community Assistance Scheme 
2006/2007 and under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 

Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Applications were received from community organisations, for financial assistance, 
under the Community Assistance Scheme, which were advertised Shire wide, with 
applications closing on 31 July 2006. 
 
An application was received from the Royal Flying Doctor Service, Lightning Ridge 
Branch seeking assistance in the amount of $500.00, however, was not included in the 
Report to the September Council Meeting. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Royal Flying Doctors Service, Lightning Ridge Branch 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
An amount of $15,000.00 has been provided for in the 2006/2007 Budget in accordance 
with Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council allocate an amount of $100.00 to the Royal Flying Doctor Service, 
Lightning Ridge Branch to assist with costs associated for the rental of the 
grounds for the Trash and Treasure Markets in Lightning Ridge. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 8 
 
Subject: Report on Rates and Charges – 30 November 2006 
 
Author: Katie Hook – Rates Clerk 
 
File No: 180/09/00/00 
 
 

 
REPORT ON RATES AND CHARGES - 30 November 2006    
  Nov-06  Nov-05
Arrears as at 30 June  1,618,773.48  1,395,484.94 
Adjusted Levy  6,142,908.51   5,514,091.88 
Interest  39,152.08   27,964.09 
Payments  (3,835,391.93)   (3,172,277.69) 
Adjustments  (29,208.39)   (5,321.52) 
Discount  (59,264.50)   (52,574.14) 
Legal Fees  21,959.48   1,012.22 
     
Total Outstanding $ 3,898,928.73  3,708,379.78 
     
     
     
COMPARISON WITH 2004/2005     
  Nov-06  Nov-05
Current  2,784,060.25   2,502,956.11 
Arrears  755,251.11   860,304.55 
Interest  293,393.89   284,155.54 
Legals  66,223.48   60,963.58 
     
Total Outstanding $ 3,898,928.73   3,708,379.78 
     
     
Total YTD Collected     
  Nov-06  Nov-05
Collected YTD % of Arrears and Levy  49%  47%
Collected YTD % of Levy  62%  59%

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Report on Rates as at 30 November 2006 be received. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 9 
 
Subject: Voluntary Rebates – Rates and Charges 
 
Author: Katie Hook – Rates Clerk 
 
File No: 180/09/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report identifies annual requests for rates and charges rebates from Council’s 
operating budget. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The Management Plan for 2006/2007 financial year has an allocation of $9,500.00 for 
the purpose of donations under Section 356, Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Council has annually over a number of years granted the following rebates to the listed 
community organisations: - 
 
100% Non-rateable Charges 
 

• Anglican Church Carinda  (Ass 3109)  Application received 
• Anglican Church Collarenebri (Ass 3132) Application received 
• Anglican Church Walgett (Ass 3091)  Application received 
• Australian Indigenous Ministries  (Ass 3072)  Application received 
• Catholic Church Walgett (Ass 3088)  Application received 
• Catholic Church Collarenebri (Ass 3123)  Application received 
• Catholic Church L/Ridge  (Ass 3155)  Application received 
• Catholic Church Rowena  (Ass 3175)  Application not received 

 
Others as indicated 
 

• Cumborah Community Inc  (Ass 1218)    100% Ordinary Rate 
• CWA Collarenebri  (Ass 1159)   100% Ordinary Rate & Charges 
• CWA Burren Junction  (Ass 777)   50% Ordinary Rate 
• CWA Walgett  (Ass 726)    50% Ordinary Rate 

 
Application received from all. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Letters of request from Community Groups 
• Council minutes dated 21 April 2005 
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Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Various Community Organisations 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Request for rebates for 2006/2007 financial year total $9,372.98 and are to be met from 
councils operating budget. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council applies funds for voluntary rebates to community 
 organsiations through the operating Budget as follows: 
 

• Anglican Church Carinda (Ass 3109)     $   309.65 
• Anglican Church Collarenebri (Ass 3132)  $1,006.65 
• Anglican Church Walgett (Ass 3091)   $1,221.75 
• Australian Indigenous Ministries (Ass 3072) - $   950.65 
• Catholic Church Walgett (Ass 3088)   $1,221.75 
• Catholic Church L/Ridge (Ass 3155)   $1,156.75 
• Catholic Church Collarenebri (Ass 3123)  $1,006.65 
• Catholic Church Rowena (Ass 3175)   $   349.65 
• Cumborah Community Inc (Ass 1218)   $   140.00 
• CWA Collarenebri (Ass 1159)    $1,637.75 
• CWA Burren Junction (Ass 777)   $   191.73  
• CWA Walgett (Ass 726)     $   180.00 

 
 Total         $9,372.98 

 
 

2. That consideration be given for voluntary rebates to community 
 organisations in the 2007/2008 Management Plan based on Council’s 
 budgetary restraints. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 10 
 
Subject: Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates – Lot 1, DP 263351 
  Nobby Road, Lightning Ridge 
 
Author: Renee Reynolds-Customer Service Officer-Finance 
 
File No: 025/05/01/77 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report outlines the property of Lot 1 DP 263351 Nobby Road Lightning Ridge 2834 
as being eligible for sale of Land for unpaid Rates under Section 713 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993.  
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Under Section 713 (2) (a) of the Local Government Act (1993) Council may “sell any 
land (including vacant land) on which any rate or charge has remained unpaid for more 
than 5 years from the date on which it became payable”. 
 
Under Section 713 (3), the General Manager or public officer must certify in writing 
 
(a) What rates and charges (including overdue rates and charges) are payable on the 

land 
 
(b) when each of those rates and charges was made and how it was levied 
 
(c) when each of those rates and charges became payable 
 
(d) what amounts are payable by way of overdue rates and charges on the land 
 
(e) what amounts are payable by rates and charges(other than overdue rates and 

charges) on the land  
 

and advertise these details in the Government Gazette and in at least one (1) 
newspaper circulating in the area prior to the auction proceeding. 
 
The General Managers Certificate has now been prepared containing the relevant 
information and Council’s authorisation is now sought to proceed with the sale of the 
property listed. 
 
The property was purchased from Walgett Shire Council in 1984. Between the years 
1995-1997 a total of $3,350.00 was paid on this assessment for rates and charges.  
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Many unsuccessful attempts were made to recover outstanding amounts including a 
proposed auction of the property which was aborted due to a payment being received. 
 
Legal proceedings against the ratepayer began in 2001. The matter was heard in an 
arbitration. After preliminary arguments, the arbitrator rejected the defendant’s cross 
claim and proceeded to read the evidence in relation to this matter and the arbitrator 
found in favour of the Shire and made an award totalling $38,042.00. The ratepayer 
applied to have the matter re-heard before a magistrate and a call-over was listed  
20 February 2002. There was no appearance by the Defendant and the defence was 
struck out. 
 
After receiving legal advice from Forbes Dowling Solicitors, Council was advised the 
best way to recover the awarded funds was to apply for bankruptcy proceedings to 
commence. This was successful and date of bankruptcy was 2nd July 2004. 
 
Worrells Solvency and Forensic Accountants were appointed Trustee in Bankruptcy to 
act on behalf of the bankrupts’ estate.  Walgett Shire Council provided Worrells with all 
information required for Proof of Debt in 2005. 
 
The most recent correspondence from Worrells is an Update to Creditors Report on 27th 
April 2006 stating that “no recoveries are expected in this estate to enable a dividend to 
creditors and it is suggested that all creditors write off their debts”. 
 
Council received legal advice from our current Solicitor Michael Murphy on  
6 December 2006 and he has advised Council to list the property for sale under Section 
713 of the Local Government Act (1993).  Currently the amount owing in Outstanding 
Rates and Charges is $83,304.58. A revaluation in 2003 valued the land at $126,000.00. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Local Government Act 1993. Section 713. 
• Property / Assessment File 1763 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Sale of land for overdue rates effectively reduces the amount of rates and charges 
outstanding to Council, with any remaining balance of sale proceeds being returned to 
the owner. 
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Recommendations: 
 
1. That the parcel of land Lot 1 DP 263351 Nobby Road Lightning Ridge be 
 accepted for sale by public auction. 
 
2. That the land be added to the current list of properties for sale at the next 
 Section 713 sale in April 2007. 
 
3. The auction sale be conducted by a licensed auctioneer and should the lot 
 be unsold at the auction that it be listed for sale by private treaty. 
 
4. The reserve price for the lot be set at the valuation determined by a 
 registered valuer. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 11 
 
Subject: Youth Off the Streets 
 
Author: Gai Richardson – Community Liaison Officer 
 
File No: 180/09/20/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Youth off the Streets (YOTS) is proposing a twelve month Walgett-based pilot project to 
coordinate and run youth outreach services. They have requested that Council commit 
to this project that is currently being developed by YOTS. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
YOTS has been providing services to disadvantaged  youth since 1991. They have 
identified needs in Walgett for this service and would like to work as a leading agency in 
working with “highly marginalised and traumatised youth”. They aim to work in 
partnership with Walgett Shire Council through the Community Liaison Officer and Youth 
Sub-committee of the Walgett Interagency.  
 
Services such as Best Employment, Walgett Police and Walgett Community College 
have indicated in-principle support of YOTS. 
 
YOTS propose to  the development of an action research and community knowledge 
model that encompasses community consultation and research indicating a lack of 
service coordination, lack of responsive youth services, overcrowding in public housing, 
domestic/family violence  and family problems. 
 
Walgett Shire Council currently operates within Council of Australia Governments 
(COAG) Trial. This trial aims at pooling the community together to collectively work for 
the betterment of its residents. YOTS should be advised that it is a requirement within 
this process that the Community Working Party is involved in decisions affecting the 
aboriginal community. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Youth off the Streets EOI December 2006 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Youth 
• Walgett Shire Council 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations 
 
1. That Council agree in principle with Youth Off the Streets Expression of 

Interest. 
 
2. That Youth off the Streets be advised of the Council Of Australia 

Governments Trial and the manner in which Council works within this trial. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 12 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Community Services Report 
 
Author: Gai Richardson – Community Liaison Officer 
 
File No: 003/05/01/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report includes a summary of activities for the past three (3) months for Council’s 
Community Services Sector 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
YOUTH 
 
More programs are currently being implemented in the Shire from external service 
providers supporting youth of all ages, and in some instances including support for 
parents. Service providers include Mission Australia, Families First and Police Programs 
such as Blue Light Disco and Blue Reelers. A representative from the Smith Family 
(Australia) visited recently with the view of establishing support services for youth by 
working with existing programs.  There are also numerous community based programs 
running from the Community College in Walgett. Programs are also now being regularly 
offered through the Department of Sport and Recreation. The Lightning Ridge 
Community Facilitator has conducted numerous meetings and community consultations 
in Lightning Ridge. As a result all the service providers for children aged 0-5 have 
agreed to work together. This will provide easier access to information and services 
within in that community.  
 
Council is actively working with the following programs: 
 
PCYC 
 
This pilot project has completed its first 6 months of a 12 month pilot working from a 
mobile van every second Thursday and Friday. The project is held at the three schools 
in Walgett during the day and from varying locations in the evening. The van visited two 
outlying communities during the last school holidays and plans to visit two more over the 
coming school holidays. The project has been very successful from the youth 
attendance perspective with over fifty children participating in activities each evening.  It 
will operate from the Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool during the summer months due 
to excessive heat in this region.  Local statistics from the Police show that youth crime 
rates have fallen on the nights the PCYC van is in Walgett.  Council staff and the 
Department of Sport and Recreation Officer have provided the main support with the 
local High School now having teachers rostered to work when the van is parked at the 
Multi Purpose Hall at the High School on Thursday evenings. Community volunteers 
have assisted with the Sausage Sizzle on most Friday evenings. 
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YOUTH OFF THE STREETS 
 
Visits to the Walgett Community have continued with representatives from Youth off the 
Streets (YOTS).  At their last visit it was suggested that they approach Council with the 
offer to run a pilot program commencing early in the New Year using two of their staff 
who will be based in Walgett, to train and work with the current Youth Workers employed 
by Council.  They are aware that Council provides youth services in other locations in 
the Shire – but at this stage are only prepared to work at the Walgett location to 
ascertain if it is feasible that they establish ongoing programs for youth throughout the 
Shire.  They have informed Council that they are looking at a 5 year plan – pending on 
the availability of funds through current grant submissions. 
 
COUNCIL YOUTH CENTRES 
 
Structured programs are now in place in the Youth Centres in Walgett, Lightning Ridge 
and Collarenebri with new programs to be introduced next year which will include 
cultural specific activities.  
 
The Youth Development Officer has attended training in Bathurst and Dubbo since his 
appointment two months ago. His appointment has seen more long term and structured 
programs being planned and implemented for the Youth of the community. 
 
A ‘Happy Families are Best’ Calendar Launch and Christmas party is scheduled  for 
December at the Walgett Youth Centre.  This was made possible by working in 
partnership with Barwon Cottage. This cottage  is the Women’s Refuge and they 
supplied all funding for this project which involved the children doing paintings depicting 
happy families which were used on the calendars.   
 
A Harmony Day is planned for January which involves youth from all over the Shire 
meeting at the Walgett Swimming Pool for planned activities.  Funding was secured for 
this from grants from numerous organisations. 
 
The partnerships Council has with the Department of Sport and Recreation and the 
PCYC are ongoing and proving very successful with planned programs and regular 
activities. 
 
Vacation Care Programs are planned for the Christmas School Holidays at the Lightning 
Ridge and Collarenebri Centres.  Grawin Vacation care does not operate during the 
summer holidays. Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service runs the Vacation Care Program 
for Walgett during School holidays 
 
CRIME PREVENTION COMMITTEE 
 
UPDATED CRIME PREVENTION PLAN 
 
The Crime Prevention Committee has asked for input from community members to 
update the current plan.  The new plan must be endorsed by Council and the Attorney 
General’s Department before further funding can be sought for Crime Prevention 
Programs.  Funding rounds are in February and September 2007. 
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MUSIC, ART AND DRAMA  (MAD) PROJECT 
 
The final presentation and completion of this Attorney General Department’s funded 
project is scheduled for 20 and 21 December, 2006.  This project has engaged the youth 
in the community and was to focus on issues related to the abuse of drugs and alcohol. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF MULTICULTURISM IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT PILOT 
 
This pilot project worked with the Department of Local Government and the Community 
Relations Commission to introduce the Local Ethnic Affairs Priorities Statement into 
Local Government’s Management and Social Plans. Walgett Shire Council was the 
lowest in population, the most rural and remote Council with the least number of staff 
available to work on this project selected for the pilot.  We are now waiting on the final 
evaluation and report from this project. 
 
UNIVERSITY OF N.S.W. – FACULITY OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROPOSAL 
 
Consultations have occurred between Council staff, community groups and staff and 
students from this faculty for a proposal to allow students to plan and design built 
environment facilities in a community in a rural and remote location. After numerous 
consultations and tours around the community with relevant Council staff and Aboriginal 
Elders, Walgett as eventually chosen as the site for a Community Design Studio.  One 
concept the students have worked on is Town Beautification and includes a design for 
business house window security screens which would allow the replacement of the 
current bars and screens with a design which lifts up during the day. 
 
LIBRARIES 
 
Deposit stations have been established in business houses in Carinda and Burren 
Junction.  Plans are under way to establish deposit stations in other outlying villages 
early in 2007. 
 
Regular activities at Walgett Library include: 
 
Story Time for 0-4 year olds, visits by Koolyangara and Walgett Pre Schools, visits by 
students from St. Joseph’s School.  Walgett Distance Education Centre Students visit to 
learn how to research books and indexes. 
 
Library staff deliver Books to the Walgett Pre-School, Playgroup and to housebound 
patrons on a monthly borrowing system which has proved very popular to patrons who 
can not visit the library. 
 
Creating a lot of interest in the library are the newly introduced monthly displays, quick 
pick selections and book of the week. 
 
Plans for the coming year include starting a book club with the local CWA members. 
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New furniture for both Walgett and Lightning Ridge libraries has boosted book storage 
capacity  and enhanced the children’s corners.  
 
Lightning Ridge statistics show that it has the second highest lending rate of all the 
Northern Regional Libraries. The Northern Regional Library Annual Report also shows 
that Walgett Shire libraries have the least opening hours per week of all member 
libraries.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Northern Regional Library Annual Report 2005-2006 
• Report by Students from the UNSW Walgett Studio 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Community Liaison Officer’s Report. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 13 
 
Subject: Expressions of Interest for Legal Services 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Acting Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 230/01/00/01 
 
 
Report will be tabled at the meeting. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATIONS REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 14 
 
Subject: Comprehensive Local Approvals Policy 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin - Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: 315/01/02/21 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Recently the Department of Planning wrote to Council and stated that it is not 
consenting to the exemption provisions contained within the draft Walgett Shire Council 
Local Approvals Policy.  This report recommends that Council make further 
amendments as suggested by the Department, and once more seek the Department’s 
consent for the relevant exemption provisions. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Since a meeting held on 20 October 2005, Walgett Shire Council has been seeking 
consent for the exemption provisions contained in the draft Walgett Shire Council Local 
Approvals Policy (LAP).  Consent was obtained for certain exemptions (D1, D2, D4, D5, 
E2 and F7) from the Director General of the Department of Local Government in a letter 
dated 12 January 2006. 
 
However, the Department of Local Government also advised Council that the Director 
General of the Department of Local Government had delegated their authority to 
approve LAP exemptions associated with building and planning matters to the Director 
General of the Department of Planning.  Accordingly exemption provisions relating to 
building or planning related matters had been referred to the Department of Planning for 
consideration. 
 
In a letter dated 20 March 2006 the Executive Director of the Department of Planning 
indicated that the Department did “not grant consent to Council adopting a LAP that 
includes the exemption provisions in section 2.2.1 of Part 1 of the Draft LAP”.  It 
suggested that certain matters associated with that section be reviewed if Council 
wished to continue to seek the exemptions. 
 
At a meeting held on 20 April 2006 Walgett Shire Council resolved to adopt a version of 
the draft Local Approvals Policy that had been revised in accordance with the 
suggestions of the Department of Planning.  The revised policy was posted to the 
Department on 21 April 2006.  In a letter dated 27 November 2006 (as reproduced 
below), the Department declined to give its consent for the exemption provisions and 
has made further suggestions regarding exemptions for A1 and A2 activities (temporary 
structures and public entertainment). 
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The draft LAP has been reviewed in accordance with the additional suggestions of the 
Department of Planning.  Relevant sections of the draft Local Approvals Policy are 
reproduced below.  Amended or new points are marked with a bold arrow. 
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The Department of Planning also informally noted that there are references to “Crown 
Land” within the policy.  It was observed that this could be taken to include areas such 
as State Forests or Nature Reserves.  Informally it was suggested that Council should 
consider whether it wanted the exemption provisions within part 2.2 of the policy to apply 
to such areas.  In that context it has been proposed that the draft policy should be 
amended so that all references to “Crown Land” contained in part 2.2 of the policy are 
changed to only relate to Crown Reserves. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Local Government Act 1993 – particularly Chapter 7. 
• Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 
• Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds 

and Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005. 
• Department of Local Government Practice Note 14 issued March 1996 titled Local 

Approvals Policies. 
• Council file 315/01/02/21 - Corporate Management, Policy, Local Approvals 

Development. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council and the public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations: 
 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 

1. Note the Department of Planning has not consented to the exemption 
provisions contained in sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 of the draft Walgett Shire 
Council Local Approvals Policy endorsed by Council on 20 April 2006. 

 
2. Amend the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy as per the 

suggestions provided by the Department of Planning in its letter dated  
27 November 2006. 

 
3. Amend the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy by changing all 

references to “Crown Land” within exemption provisions contained in part 2.2 
of the policy to only relate to Crown Reserves. 

 
4. Determine that the amendments are not substantial, hence no further public 

consultation will be undertaken. 

5. Write to the Department of Planning seeking their Director General’s 
endorsement for the revised Local Approvals Policy exemption provisions 
that relate to that Department. 

6. If the Director General’s endorsement is received, then give public notice of 
the adoption of Local Approvals Policy by Walgett Shire Council.  That notice 
will be via advertisements in the Walgett Spectator, Black Opal Advocate and 
Ridge News. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATIONS REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 15 
 
Subject: Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin, Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: 315/01/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development 
Certificate applications recently dealt with by the Manager Planning and Regulation and 
General Manager under delegated authority. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The following tables provide a summary of Development (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the 
Manager Planning and Regulation and General Manager during November 2006. 
 
 

DA DEVELOPMENT DECISION DATE LAND (lot/sec/DP) LOCATION ZONING 

2006030 Carport Approved 03-Nov-06 131//45077 Lightning Ridge  2 Village 

2006031 House extension Approved 15-Nov-06 17//39545 Lightning Ridge  2 Village 
 

CDC DEVELOPMENT DECISION DATE LAND (lot/sec/DP) LOCATION ZONING 

2006029 Front fence Approved 16-Nov-06 14//837866 Lightning Ridge 2 Village 

2006031 Pre-fabricated shed Approved 21-Nov-06 10/14/758317 Cumborah 2 Village 

2006032 Verandah Approved 13-Nov-06 29//803512 Lightning Ridge 2 Village 

2006033 Double garage Approved 16-Nov-06 2//1085107 Walgett 2 Village 

2006034 Front fence Approved 16-Nov-06 A//26256 Walgett 2 Village 

2006035 Patio cover Approved 16-Nov-06 199//775242 Walgett 2 Village 

2006036 Security fencing Approved 21-Nov-06 1//658850 Walgett 2 Village 

2006037 Boundary fence Approved 23-Nov-06 4//803866 Walgett 2 Village 

2006038 BBQ shelter Approved 23-Nov-06 7//701284 Walgett 2 Village 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Respective Development Application and Complying Development Certificate files. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Public and applicants. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to note the Development and Complying 
Development Certificate applications dealt with under delegated authority by the 
Manager Planning and Regulation and General Manager during November 2006. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATIONS REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 16 
 
Subject: Development Application 2006034 – Gleeson Surveying 
 
Author: Janet Babic – Town Planner 
 
File No: DA 2006034 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Gleeson Surveying has lodged a Development Application to subdivide Lot 4 in  
DP 752261 near Cryon into two lots. 
 
Background: 
 
Development Application 2006034 has been lodged by Gleeson Surveying to subdivide 
Lot 4 in DP 752261 which is located about 22km north of Cryon near the Cryon-
Collarenebri Road.  It is proposed that the subdivision will occur in the following context: 
 
1. The land is currently used for agricultural purposes and an artesian bore. 
2. The total area of the existing lot is about 407.77 hectares. 
3. It is proposed to create two lots, one of about 407.52 hectares and one of about 0.25 

hectares. 
4. No change of use has been proposed.  The new lots will continue to be used for 

agricultural purposes and the artesian bore.  The subdivision will place the artesian 
bore on a separate lot. 

5. Access to the smaller lot will be via a new right of way (20m wide) that will be created 
between the lot and the Cryon to Collarenebri Road.  Access to the larger lot will be 
via land that is part of the “Weston” property. 
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Diagrams of the existing and proposed lots are included below. 
 
 

 
Figure – Existing Lot (boundary shown by a thick line). 
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Figure – Proposed lots (numbered 41 and 42). 
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Statutory matters for consideration: 
 
79C (1)(a)(i) Provisions of any environmental planning instrument. 
 The most relevant environmental planning instrument is the Interim Development Order 

No. 1 – Shire Of Walgett 1968 (IDO) and State Environmental Planning Policy No. 1 - 
Development Standards. (SEPP 1). 
Under the IDO the land is located within “Non-urban 1 a” zone.  Development consent is 
required to permit the subdivision.  However Clause 11 of the I.D.O. restricts the 
circumstances in which land can be subdivided.  Sub-clause 4 (c) requires “the frontage 
of such allotments to a main road is not less than 200 metres”.  The proposed 0.25 
hectare lot will not have frontage to a main road.  In this context the proposed 
subdivision does not meet the development standards imposed by the IDO.   
A written objection to the imposition of the 200m road frontage development standard 
has been submitted with the Development Application.  Under Clause 7 of SEPP 1, 
“Where the consent authority is satisfied that the objection is well founded and is also of 
the opinion that granting of consent to that development application is consistent with the 
aims of this Policy as set out in clause 3, it may, with the concurrence of the Director, 
grant consent to that development application notwithstanding the development standard 
the subject of the objection referred to in clause 6”.  Council has delegation from the 
Director of the Dept of Planning, to assume the concurrence of the Director under the 
circumstances as detailed under point 12 of Dept of Planning Circular B1. 
There is no proposal to change the existing uses of the land.  It is proposed that a 20 
metre wide Right of Way will be created over the 107.52 hectare lot  and Lot 5 in DP 
752261 for the benefit of the 0.25 hectare lot (artesian bore) to ensure ongoing access.  
Given that the ongoing operation of the bore benefits both the affected landholder and a 
number of others, it would be appropriate to permit a deviation from the ‘200 metre 
frontage to a main road’ development standard imposed by the IDO. 

79C (1)(a)(ii) Provisions of any draft environmental planning instrument that is or has 
been placed on public exhibition. 

 Not applicable. 
79C (1)(a)(iii) Any development control plan. 
 Not applicable. 
79C(1)(a)(iiia) Any planning agreement that has been entered into under section 93F, or any draft 

planning agreement that a developer has offered to enter into under section 93F 
 Not applicable. 
79C(1)(a)(iv) The regulations. 
 Section 92 and 92A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 

prescribe additional matters for consideration (see comments below). 
79C (1)(b) Likely impacts of the development, including environmental impacts on 

both the natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts 
in the locality. 

 Current land use on surrounding lots is predominantly agriculture.  The proposed lots will 
continue to be used for agricultural purposes and the artesian bore, so it is not expected 
that the proposal will have a significant impact on the natural or built environments.  The 
proposal is expected to have a positive economic and social impact by enabling the 
Mercadool Bore Water Trust to control the land where it’s artesian bore is located.  
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79C (1)(c) Suitability of the site for the development. 
 PUBLIC ROAD ACCESS:  The existing lot has access to the Cryon-Collarenebri Road, 

however the created 0.25 hectare lot will not have direct frontage to a main road.  To 
address this issue the applicant has proposed that a 20 metre wide Right of Way be 
created over the 107.52 hectare lot and Lot 5 DP 752261 that benefits the 0.25 hectare 
lot.  No increase in vehicle movements to and from the site are proposed.  In this context 
a created 20 metre Right of Way appears to be adequate for access to the 0.25 hectare 
lot. 
FLOODING:  Although the land is located on a flood plain, no change in use of the land 
has been proposed. 
OVERALL:  There are no known environmental or other factors that make the site 
unsuitable for the proposed subdivision. 

79C (1)(d) Submissions made in accordance with the Act or the regulations. 
 Not applicable.  Under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 the 

proposal is local development with no opportunity for submissions under the act or 
regulations (as opposed to designated or advertised development). 

79C (1)(e) The public interest. 
 Adjoining landowners were notified of the Development Application and no objections 

were received. 
The proposed subdivision will enable the existing artesian bore to be located on a 
separate title under the control of the Mercadool Bore Water Trust.  Such control is 
considered to be an integral part of the “cap and pipe” the bores scheme. 
The scheme is expected to have positive environmental impacts through more efficient 
water supply while minimising evaporation wastage (which is inherent in traditional open 
bore drains). 
Given that the proposed development is permissible with development consent, it 
involves agricultural development within a non-urban zone and will contribute to a 
reduction in water wastage, approval of the proposal appears to be in the public interest. 

 
The following matters must also be considered by Council in accordance with  
Sections 92 and 92A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 
when making a decision on any Development Application. 
 
92 (1) (a) Coastal areas. 
   Not Applicable. 
92 (1) (b) Demolition. 
   Not Applicable, no demolition work is proposed at this time. 
92A   Preliminary planning. 
   Not applicable. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Development Application file 2006034 
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
• State Environmental Planning Policy No. 1 – Planning Standards 
• Interim Development Order No. 1 – Shire of Walgett 1968. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
• R. H. Hutchinson, (the owner of the land). 
• The Mercadool Bore Water Trust (administrators of the bore). 
• Gleeson Surveying (as the applicant). 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council approve Development Application 2006034 to 
subdivide Lot 4 DP 752261 subject to the following conditions of consent: 
 
PRESCRIBED CONDITIONS OF DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 
As no ‘work’ is to be undertaken, there are no prescribed conditions of development consent 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS SET BY COUNCIL 

GENERAL 

Gen 010.  
It is possible that a covenant may affect the land, which is subject to this consent.  The granting of this 
consent does not necessarily override any covenant.  You should seek legal advice regarding the effect of 
any covenants that may affect the land. 
Reason: To avoid breaching the requirements of any covenant. 

SUBDIVISION 

Sub 010. 
That two lots are created by the subdivision of Lot 4, DP 752261, one of about 0.2500 hectares and the 
other about 407.52 hectares. 
Reason: To ensure that the development proceeds in the manner proposed by the applicant and approved 
by Council 

Sub 011. 
A Right of Way to be created over the 407.52 ha Lot and Lot 5 DP 75226 for the benefit of the 0.25 ha lot in 
accordance with the documentation submitted with the Development Application. 
Reason: To ensure that the created 0.25 hectare allotment has ongoing legal access to a main road. 

Sub 020. 
A surveyor’s plan must be submitted to Walgett Shire Council prior to the expiry date of this development 
consent so that the subdivision certificate on the plan can be signed by an authorised officer. 
Reason: The subdivision cannot be registered with the Land Titles Office, and be finalised, until the 
subdivision certificate on the surveyors plan is signed by an authorised officer of Walgett Shire Council. 
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APPROVED PLANS 

Pln 010. 
The development shall be implemented in accordance with: 

(a) All documentation and correspondence submitted by the applicant, or their agents, in support of the 
Development Application, 
(b) the details set out on the plans approved and stamped by authorised officers of Council, 

except as amended by the conditions of this development consent. 
Reason: To ensure that the development proceeds in the manner proposed by the applicant and approved 
by Council. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 17 
 
Subject: Five Year Road Plan 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 250/12/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends a number of relatively small changes to the Five year Road 
Plan for the period 2006/07 to 2010/11 as a consequence of advertising the draft plan 
and seeking public comment. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
A draft form of the Five Year Road Plan, for the period 2006/07 to 2010/11 has been 
advertised and several submissions have been received in response to this.  The 
submissions received were as follows : 
 
Carinda Precinct Committee – request that priority for upgrading and sealing be given to 
the Carinda end of Regional Road No 333, rather than the current plan which provides 
for successive extension of the seal from Walgett.  They request this on the basis that, 
providing they can travel to the junction with Shire Road No 31 (Gungalman Road) the 
opportunity of reaching Walgett in times of wet weather is enhanced by using what is 
known locally as the ‘red road’.  This request is seen as reasonable and the draft plan 
could be amended accordingly. 
 
Ms Jude Costello – requests that the Collarenebri to Mungindi Road receives more 
favourable treatment in the Five Year Plan and specifically asks that the additional 
Roads to Recovery allocation of $838,000 for 2006/07 be split three ways between 
Regional Road No 333 (Walgett-Carinda), Regional Road No 329 (Burren Junction-
Collarenebri) and Regional Road No 457 (Collarenebri-Mungindi) rather than the present 
split between Regional Roads Nos 333 and 329.  At the present time, over the life of the 
plan, total funding to these roads is $4,019,000 to Regional Road No 333, $1,619,000 to 
Regional Road No 329 and $750,000 to Regional Road No 457.  On this basis it is not 
seen as unreasonable to split the additional Roads to Recovery allocation of $838,000 
as requested.  However, as the current construction work on Regional Road No 329 is 
almost complete, with a forecast underexpenditure of about $80,000, it is not possible to 
split the additional Roads to Recovery funding in equal shares and remain within the 
budget.  To provide $280,000 for Regional Road No 457, $200,000 will need to be taken 
from Regional Road No 333.   
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Rowena Precinct Committee – requests that gravelling of school bus routes be given a 
higher priority in the plan.  There is little scope to introduce gravelling of school bus 
routes into the plan, other than at the expense of either road reforming projects or by 
reducing the extent of initial sealing works proposed.  Reforming has been introduced to 
improve the basic serviceability of local roads and positive feedback has been received 
for works undertaken to date.  Initial sealing of three regional roads is repeatedly 
requested by local groups, accordingly, if this work was scaled back to allow for 
gravelling of school bus routes, complaints could be anticipated.  Whilst I can appreciate 
the need to provide all weather roads to local schools, I cannot see how this can be 
reasonably introduced into the plan at the present time. 
 
Mr Chris Priestley – requests that Shire Road No 40 (Mullins Swamp Road) be 
upgraded to all weather standard.  He also urges that, when bridges are replaced, the 
replacement structure should be flood free.  Upgrading of Shire Road No 40 is partially 
to be achieved through reforming much of its length, however no allowance has been 
made for gravelling.  As with the school bus routes mentioned above, this could only be 
achieved by eliminating other projects from the plan. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Draft Five Year Road Plan – 2006/07 to 2010/11 
• Submissions to Five Year Road Plan (not attached) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Submission Authors 
• Roads and Traffic Authority 
• NSW Government 
• Commonwealth Government 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
This plan has been prepared on the understanding that current levels of road funding will 
not be eroded, nor will they escalate, within the life of the plan.  It also presumes that 
Council will continue current practice of not directing any locally raised revenue (rates) 
directly into roadworks. 
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Recommendations: 
 
That Council adopt the draft Five Year Road Plan for the period 2006/07 to 
2010/11, subject to the following amendments : 
 
1. 2006/07 – reduce allocation to Regional Road No 333 from $1,169,000 to 

$969,000  This reduces scope of work from 15.0km to 23.3km from Walgett to 
15.0km to 21.9km from Walgett. 

 
2. 2006/07 – reduce allocation to Regional Road No 329 from $719,000 to 

$639,000 
 
3. 2006/07 – increase allocation to Regional Road No 457 from nil to $280,000  

Selected length to be sealed for dust suppression 
 
4. 2007/08 – change location of work on Regional Road No 333 from 23.3km to 

29.3km from Walgett to 9.0km to 15.0km from Carinda 
 
5. 2008/09 – change location of work on Regional Road No 333 from 29.3km to 

35.0km from Walgett to 15.0km to 15.7km from Carinda and 21.9km to 26.9km 
from Walgett 

 
6. 2009/10 – change location of work on Regional Road No 333 from 35.0km to 

39.2km from Walgett to 26.9km to 31.1km from Walgett 
 
7. 2010/11 – change location of work on Regional Road No 333 from 39.2km to 

43.4km from Walgett to 31.1km to 35.3km from Walgett 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 18 
 
Subject: Walgett Levee 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 175/03/02/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council accepts the tender from the NSW Department of 
Commerce, for the undertaking of pre-construction activities associated with the 
rehabilitation of the Walgett Flood Levee. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
At its September 2006 meeting, Council resolved to engage the Department of 
Commerce, on the basis of a single invited quotation, to undertake pre-construction 
activities associated with the rehabilitation of the Walgett Flood Levee. 
 
The Department of Commerce has submitted a tender for the pre-construction activities, 
in an amount of $539,600 (exclusive of GST).  It would now be in order for Council to 
formally accept this tender, however the final cost is likely to be subject to some 
variation from this amount because of the nature of the project. 
 
The Department of Natural Resources, which administers the funding arrangements for 
this project on behalf of both State and Commonwealth Governments, has some issues 
with the tender, however these issues are not considered significant to the extent that 
acceptance of the tender should be deferred.  The Department of Natural Resources 
does not consider that these issues  should not result in the overall price of the 
consultancy increasing from that contained in the proposal.   
 
Given the fact that Council has not scheduled an ordinary meeting in January 2007, this 
project would be delayed significantly if the tender was not accepted at this meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Council Minute No 254/06 – September 2006 
• Council Minute No 326/06 – November 2006 
• Pre-Construction Proposal – Department of Commerce (Not attached) 
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Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Department of Commerce 
• Department of Natural Resources 
• NSW Government 
• Commonwealth Government 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council’s current budget makes provision for this expenditure.  Minute No 326/06 relates 
to this expenditure. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council accepts the tender from NSW Department of Commerce, in an 
amount of $539,600, for the undertaking of pre-construction activities associated 
with the rehabilitation of the Walgett Flood Levee. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 19 
 
Subject: Burren Junction Bore Baths 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 005/03/02/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report briefs Council on the outcome of a meeting with the Burren Junction 
community, held on Wednesday December 6 last to inform the community of a concept 
plan to reconstruct the Burren Junction Bore Baths in early 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council entered into an agreement with the Burren Bore Water Trust in late 2004, 
whereby the Burren Junction Bore Baths would close from 16 December 2006, unless 
Council was able to develop a means of retaining the facility without discharging the 
waste water into the environment. 
 
A consultant, with expertise in groundwater chemistry, was engaged in early 2005 to 
investigate the feasibility of retaining the baths by drawing water from the Great Artesian 
Basin (GAB), using it by either heat exchange or free flow into the baths, and then 
reinjecting the waste water back into the GAB.  This proposal was eventually abandoned 
as it was considered that the risks were unacceptably high. 
 
A proposal to transfer waste water to a local irrigator, who would mix the bore water with 
surface water in a large off river storage, appeared to have promise.  However, the 
irrigator withdrew from this after having viewed test results, which clearly indicated that 
the water would be detrimental to his land over time. 
 
The concept which was presented to the Burren Junction community on December 6 
provides for a continuous flow of approximately 2 litres per second from the GAB, 
through a heat exchanger with the waste water being piped to the adjacent Burren and 
Drildool Bore Water Trust Districts.  This flow will not be sufficient to maintain sufficient 
temperature in the baths to satisfy users, accordingly supplementary heating will be 
required at most times.  Water in the pool will not be subject to continuous changeover, 
accordingly, to comply with health requirements, it will need to subjected to filtration and 
disinfection.  To minimise heat loss from the pool, it is envisaged that the new pool will 
be contained within a structure. 
 
This concept plan divided the community.  Whilst many saw it as an environmentally 
responsible solution to the situation confronting Council, others saw the concept as 
something which would see the baths lose much of their appeal. 
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Those opposing the concept were very reluctant to see an end to the ‘natural pool’ 
status of the present baths, however, by meeting’s end, they appeared to reluctantly 
accept that this was mandatory.  Concern that the therapeutic value of the facility would 
be lost would seem to be contrary to the experience of a spa operator in Central 
Queensland. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Burren and Drildool Bore Trust Districts 
• Department of Natural Resources 
• Users of Bore Baths 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council has allocated $250,000 in the current budget to reconstruct the Burren Junction 
Bore Baths.  Tenders to design and construct the new facility will close on December 19.  
At this stage, Council will be advised if the current allocation is sufficient to complete the 
project. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council note the meeting with the Burren Junction community on  
6 December 2006 to present a concept plan outlining the reconstruction of the 
bore baths at Burren Junction. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 20 
 
Subject: Regional Airports Funding Programme 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 195/04/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that the Common Seal of Council be affixed to a Deed of 
Variation which relates to some additional approved security fencing work undertaken at 
Lightning Ridge Airport. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council has received funds under the Regional Airports Funding Programme for security 
upgrading works at both Walgett and Lightning Ridge Airports.  This programme was 
introduced by the Commonwealth Government, in response to a need for heightened 
security at airports following the tragic events in New York in September 2001. 
 
A request was made earlier this year, for the approved programme at Lightning Ridge to 
be increased by $10,000 to allow for additional perimeter fencing.  This has now been 
approved on the basis of actual cost which totalled $8,599.60.  The Australian Airports 
Association, which is administering the Regional Airports Funding Programme on behalf 
of the Department of Transport and Regional Services, has forwarded two copies of the 
Deed of Variation No 1 to the original funding agreement.   
 
These documents need to be signed by Council and Council’s Common Seal needs to 
be affixed to them. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Council File No 195/04/00/00 (not attached) 
• Correspondence from Australian Airports Association 
• Deed of Variation No 1 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Australian Airports Association 
• Department of Transport and Regional Services 
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Financial Implications: 
 
There are none.  This deed allows Council to fully recover incurred costs. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Common Seal of Council be affixed to Deed of Variation No 1, which 
relates to an additional $8,599.60 (inclusive of GST) received for security fencing 
at Lightning Ridge Airport. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 21 
 
Subject: Naming of Park – Lightning Ridge 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 315/01/06/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council seeks approval to the name ‘Len Cram Park’ for 
the unnamed park located in Opal Street, Lightning Ridge.   Mr Cram is a prominent 
person in the Lightning Ridge Opal Industry. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Sometime ago, in the time of the previous Administrator, the public were invited to 
submit names for prominent local features which were un-named at the time.  Two 
submissions were received, one from the Lightning Ridge Historical Society and the 
other from a local resident, suggesting that the park in Opal Street, between Cardinal 
Road and Black Prince Drive, (Lot 4531, DP 767720) be named ‘Len Cram Park’. 
 
Len Cram is a name which is very prominent relative to the opal industry and to 
Lightning Ridge and the naming suggestion appears to have considerable merit.   
Mr Cram has published many books on opals.  A quick search of the internet suggests 
Mr Cram is well known and respected beyond the boundaries of Lightning Ridge and 
even Australia. 
 
The ‘Guidelines for the Determination of Place Names’ indicates that the Geographical 
Names Board of NSW will not normally approve a name which honours a living person.  
As Mr Cram is still living, Council may have difficulty in obtaining an approval to this 
name.  Precedents have been set, for example the bridge over the Bogan River at 
Nyngan was named “Peter Sinclair Bridge’ in honour of the former NSW Governor who 
managed the evacuation of Nyngan following the April 1990 flood.  The bridge over the 
Murray River at Corowa is named the ‘Tim Fischer Bridge’ after the former Deputy Prime 
Minister.  A park in Tomingley, NSW is named after a long serving local Councillor who 
is still alive. 
 
It is suggested that, whilst the Geographical Names Board of NSW would not normally 
approve a name which honours a living person, this particular situation has sufficient 
merit to at least submit the name for their consideration. 
 
The Lightning Ridge Historical Society indicates that 2007 will represent  
Lightning Ridge’s centenary and their Easter exhibition will be dedicated to this 
occasion.   
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They have asked if the official naming could coincide with their Easter exhibition.  This 
could be considered favourably, subject to the Geographical Names Board agreeing to 
the name. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Submission from Lightning Ridge Historical Society 
• Guidelines for the Determination of Place Names 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Lightning Ridge Historical Society 
• Geographical Names Board of NSW 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Minor administrative costs and the cost of a sign are envisaged if the name is approved. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council submits the name ‘Len Cram Park’ to the Geographical Names Board 
of New South Wales as a name for the unnamed park (Lot 4531,  
DP 767720) located in Opal Street, Lightning Ridge between Cardinal Road and 
Black Prince Drive. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 22 
 
Subject: Rainwater Tank Rebate 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 145/09/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that a suggestion, that Council introduce a rebate scheme to 
encourage the installation of rainwater tanks in areas serviced by town water supply 
schemes, be referred to Council’s budget meeting for 2007/08. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
A suggestion has been received from a Walgett resident, that Council offer a rebate for 
the purchase, and plumbing into the house, of a rainwater tank.  The person making the 
suggestion included some information on a rebate scheme offered by Sydney Water. 
 
It would seem that, from discussions with the Department of Energy, Utilities and 
Sustainability, which administers the Country Towns Water Supply and Sewerage 
programmes, that relatively few rural Councils are currently offering rebates for the 
installation of rainwater tanks.   This is not to suggest that a rebate scheme is not worth 
considering, however the cost of the scheme will need to be met by Council as there are 
no known State or Commonwealth subsidy schemes available to help defray the cost. 
 
There are obvious benefits associated with the installation of rainwater tanks and there 
can be no doubt that the environment would be enhanced if all dwellings were 
connected to a rainwater tank.  However, at the present time, the number of 
householders who would install a rainwater tank is considered to be relatively small, 
unless the rebate was substantial.  Because water supplies in Walgett Shire are 
currently not metered, many householders see little incentive to save water.  This 
attitude will no doubt change to some extent when metered consumption charges are 
introduced in 2008/09. 
 
It is virtually impossible, at this stage, to provide an indication as to the cost to Council if 
a rainwater tank rebate scheme was introduced.  The cost would depend upon the 
amount of the rebate, together with an estimate of the number of ratepayers who would 
take up the rebate.  Nevertheless, the concept should not be dismissed but rather 
considered in more detail in conjunction with the budget estimates for 2007/08.  This 
would provide staff with the time to more adequately research the subject and provide a 
balanced report for Council’s consideration. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
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• Request from ratepayer (not attached) 
• Basic information relating to rebate scheme operated by Sydeney Water. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Urban Ratepayers within Walgett Shire  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Unknown at this stage 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That a more detailed report, relating to the feasibility and estimated cost of 
introducing a rainwater tank rebate scheme into Walgett Shire, be prepared for 
consideration in conjunction with the estimates of income and expenditure for 
2007/08. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 23 
 
Subject: Bridge Naming 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 315/01/06/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report advises Council that the Roads and Traffic Authority does not support the 
renaming of the Dangar Bridge but suggests naming of the adjacent Rest Area in honour 
of the late Mr Morgan. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
In October 2006, Council passed Resolution No 291/06 which read as follows : 
 
(a) Council name the bridge structure over the Barwon River west of Walgett the Eric 

(Monty) Morgan Bridge in recognition of his strong family, cultural ties and the 
dedication of his entire working life in the Walgett Shire. 

 
(b) Concurrence of the Roads and Traffic Authority be sought to the changing of 
 the name from the Dangar Bridge to the Eric (Monty) Morgan Bridge. 
 
(c) Upon approval of appropriate signage, Council in conjunction with the 
 Morgan family and community arrange for an official naming of the  bridge. 
 
Subsequent to this resolution, Council has sought the concurrence of the Roads and 
Traffic Authority  (RTA) to the name change.  The RTA has now replied, indicating they 
do not support the name change, given the fact that the name ‘Dangar Bridge’ has local 
historical significance and the fact that the Geographical Names Board does not support 
the changing of long established place names.  Significant community opposition to the 
proposal to rename the bridge is also evident.   
 
The RTA has indicated they would be pleased to support an alternate suggestion, such 
as the naming of the Rest Area located adjacent to the bridge, in honour of the late Mr 
Morgan.  This suggestion was contained in a submission to the RTA from a Walgett 
resident, who was opposing the renaming of the bridge. 
 
A previous staff report to Council on this subject had suggested that the name “Eric 
(Monty) Morgan Bridge” be considered when the next un-named bridge is replaced in 
Walgett Shire.  However, given the fact that the family of the late Mr Morgan consider a 
particularly strong family and cultural tie exists with the Dangar Bridge area, the 
suggestion of naming the Rest Area adjacent to the bridge seems to have considerable 
merit.   
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Nevertheless, a letter has been received from the Walgett and District Tourism 
Association, objecting to any proposal to name the Rest Area adjacent to the Dangar 
Bridge, in honour of the late Mr Morgan. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Staff Report to October 2006 Council Meeting (not attached) 
• Council Minute No 291/06 – October 2006 (not attached) 
• Letter from Roads and Traffic Authority 
• Guidelines for the Determination of Place Names 
• Objections to the Renaming of Dangar Bridge (not attached) 
• Objection to the Naming of the Rest Area (not attached) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Roads and Traffic Authority 
• Walgett Community 
• Family of the late Eric (Monty) Morgan 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Minor costs would be involved. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That, in view of the lack of support from the Roads and Traffic Authority, 

Council abandon efforts to rename the bridge over the Barwon River, located 
west of Walgett on the Kamilaroi Highway. 

 
2. That Council pursue the naming of the Rest Area, recently constructed 

downstream of the Dangar Bridge, in honour of the late Eric (Monty) Morgan. 
 
3. That Council’s decision, relative to the Rest Area, be conveyed to the family 

of the late Eric (Monty) Morgan, for their concurrence. 
 
4. That, subject to notification of the Geographical Names Board of  

New South Wales agreement to the naming of the Rest Area, Council 
arranges for an official naming ceremony for the Rest Area. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 24 
 
Subject: Engineering Internship 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 022/25/03/04 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report advises Council that efforts to recruit a suitable senior engineering intern for 
a six month period from January 2007 have been unsuccessful. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council has previously been briefed on efforts to engage a senior engineering intern for 
a six month period from January 2007, principally to assist Council’s Projects Engineer 
with several engineering projects.  Two prospective candidates were referred to Council, 
however both have subsequently advised that they have secured other employment. 
 
There are no reasonable prospects of attracting another engineering student for this six 
month period, accordingly Council will need to rely on its own resources to complete the 
projects which it was envisaged that the student would assist with.  This yet another 
example of the difficulty that rural and remote Councils, and probably most other district 
employers as well, encounter in attempting to recruit and retain staff. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Emailed advice from Prospective Candidates (not attached) 
• Council Minute No 286/06 – October 2006 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• University of Technology Sydney 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Not Applicable 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council note that efforts to recruit a senior engineering intern for the six 
month period from January 2007 have been unsuccessful. 
 
 



SHIRE OF WALGETT –AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 December 2006  Page 97 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHIRE OF WALGETT –AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 December 2006  Page 98 
 

 
MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 25 
 
Subject: Carinda Waste Management – Waste Transfer Station 
 
Author: Melanie O’Sullivan 
 
File No: 185/02/11/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
In accordance with the Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2006-2007 (Manager 
Engineering Mission Aim No 12), Council is closing the Carinda Landfill and replacing 
the facility with a suitable Waste Transfer Station.  
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Public consultation has been conducted via a meeting with the Carinda precinct 
committee, and the distribution/collection of written surveys. The surveys were also 
distributed to the public via the local Carinda News Sheet. 
 
Approximately 50 surveys were distributed directly to the community with 10 being 
returned to council within the designated time. Council representatives also met with the 
Carinda Precinct Committee to provide further information to the public. 
 
Survey results indicate that the public in Carinda are likely to accept the establishment of 
a Waste Transfer Station on either one of two suitable sites, both of which are council 
owned and likely to receive development approval for the intended purpose. The 
attached map details the location of both suitable sites. 
 
The community survey results indicate that community preference is for the construction 
of a Waste Transfer Station on the council owned block of land adjacent to the access 
road to the current landfill. However, while construction costs to rehabilitate and rebuild 
on an existing site are slightly higher, the environmental and planning advantages to 
building the Waste Transfer Station on the existing site outweigh cost reductions on a 
new site. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Survey Forms as Received 
• Map of Recommended Site Options 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Residents of Carinda and Surrounding areas 
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Financial Implications: 
 
The Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2006-2007 has allocated an amount of 
$50,000 for the purpose. 
 
Design and construction works will be undertaken within the allocated budget. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council proceed with the design and construction of a suitable Waste 
Transfer Station on the site of the existing Carinda Landfill (Lot 2, DP 751556). 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES TO COUNCIL MEETING 19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No:       
 
Subject:       
 
Author:       
 
File No:       
 
 
No Reports Submitted. 
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REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS TO COUNCIL MEETING 19 DECEMBER 2006 
 
Item No: 26 
 
Subject: Mungindi Menindee Advisory Council Meeting – 8 November 2006 
 
Author: Margaret Bow - Representative 
 
File No: 315/01/00/32 
 
 

 
 
 
 


