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8 December 2009 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
in the Walgett Shire Council Chambers commencing at 10.00am. 
 

 
Note that prior to the Council Meeting there will be a tour of the Old Doctor’s 
Surgery in Wee Waa Street. Councillors please meet at surgery at 9.30am.  
 
 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett 
Shire and I would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

1. Walgett Shire Council Mayoral Minute – Deputation from the Walgett  
and District Ratepayers Association ........................................................................26 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

15 December 2009  Page 3 of 91 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives  

2. Camps on Claims Working Group ............................................................................32 
3. Namoi Local Government Group Minutes of Meeting ...............................................37 

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

4. Code of Conduct Committee ....................................................................................41 
5. Draft Tendering Procedures .....................................................................................43 
6. Cash on hand and Investment Report as at 30 November 2009 ..............................51 
7. Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 ..................................................54 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

8. Community Based Heritage Study Corrections ........................................................65 
9. Objection to Proposed Heritage Listing ....................................................................70 
10. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications ........................75 
11. 2009/2010 Local Heritage Fund Applications ...........................................................78 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

12. Additional Water Expenditure Proposals 2009/2010 ................................................87 

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

13. Strategic Plant Replacement Program 2010 - 2024 .................................................89 

16. Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

1. Contract for the Supply and Delivery of Bulk Chemicals – Regional Procurement 
Tender – T20910OROC .............................................................................................. 3 

2. Contract for the Supply and Delivery of Reservoir Cleaning and  
Maintenance – Regional Procurement Tender T10910OROC .................................. 10 

3. Country Towns Water Supply and Sewerage Program  ............................................ 17 
4. Proposed Tender for Walgett and Collarenebri Swimming Pools .............................. 36 

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

5.  Contract E09001 – Replacement of Six Bridges – ICOM Pty Ltd ............................. 40 

19. Close of Meeting 
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3. Apologies 

Nil 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 
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Confirmation of Minutes 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Minutes of Council meeting held 24 November 2009 be confirmed.  
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

Nil 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

1. WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL MAYORAL MINUTE – DEPUTATION 
FROM THE WALGETT AND DISTRICT RATEPAYERS 
ASSOCIATION 

COUNCIL MEETING:  15 December 2009 

SUBJECT:    Deputation from the Walgett and District Ratepayers Association 

 

 
Summary: 

 
The Walgett and District Ratepayers Association have requested that Council receive a 
deputation, the purpose of which is to “provide Council with the correct information and history of 
the Walgett town weir”. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Walgett and District Ratepayers Association have requested that Council receive a 
deputation led by Mr Alan Friend and supported by Ms Anne Dennis, on behalf of Mr George 
Fernando, Chairman of the Working Party, Mr Mark Coulton MP, Federal Member for Parkes and 
Mr Kevin Humphries, State Member for Barwon. 
 
The purpose of the deputation is to “provide Council with the correct information and history of the 
Walgett town weir” 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Letter from Walgett and District Ratepayers Association dated 26 November 2009 and received 1 
December 2009. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Mayoral Minute – Deputation from the Walgett and District Ratepayers Association 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive a deputation from the Walgett and District Ratepayers Association.  
 

 
Attachments: 
Letter from Walgett and District Ratepayers Association dated 26 November 2009 
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2. WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL MAYORAL MINUTE – APPROVAL 
FOR JOBS QUOTED OVER $3000 

COUNCIL MEETING:  15 December 2009 

SUBJECT:    Approval for jobs quoted over $3000 

 

 
Summary: 

 
 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Mayoral Minute –  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council all jobs quoted over $3000 be brought back to Council for consideration.   
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10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

Councillor Murray 
 
Program for eradication of Feral Dogs 

 
Motion: 
 
That the Walgett Shire Council write to the North West Livestock Health Protection Authority 
requesting their co-operation in running a joint eradication program for feral dogs, adjoining the 
townships of Lightning Ridge, Walgett and the Opal Fields. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  
 

 
Water Restrictions 

 
Motion: 
 
That Commercial Premises and Non-Automated sprinklers in Public Parks, Sports Fields, Schools 
& Hospital Grounds water between 7am to Midday. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  
 

 
Tenders for Public Works 

 
Motion: 
 
That the Council investigate the use of an external person or Company to oversee & critically 
examine Tenders given to the Shire for Public Works. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  
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Councillor Greenaway 
 
Request for Attorney General visit Walgett 

 
Motion: 
 
1. That the That the General Manager write to the Attorney General's office & request that 

the Attorney General visit Walgett to explain the lenient sentences given to the persons, 
especially juveniles, convicted of crimes. 

 
2. That if the Attorney General visits Walgett, he be asked to attend a public meeting. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  
 

 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

Nil 
 

12. Councillors Questions with Notice 

Councillor Murray 
 
Question 1: 
Carinda Tip - Has any remediation work been done recently? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advises that Walgett landfill operator has been asked 
to clean up the area, but until now he is not been available. He further advises that we are 
seeking service provider who might be available to do minor remediation. 
 
Question 2:  
Is there to be a Christmas Party for the staff this year? 
 
Response: 
The Director Rural Infrastructure and Support Services advises that there is a “Christmas Party” 
type function scheduled for Rural & Urban Infrastructure Staff from 1pm-4pm on Thursday 17 
December 2009 at the Walgett Works Depot. (This being the day prior to many staff taking annual 
leave). 
 
The Director Corporate and Community Services further advises that the Indoor staff have 
organised a breakfast from 7.00am - 8.30am on the 16th December. 
 
Question 3: 
What did the two Shade Cloths at the Burren Bore Baths cost? 
 
Response: 
 
The Director Corporate & Community Services advised that the shelters cost $6163.64 
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Question 4: 
When is the Interagency Workshop/Conference being held next year? 
 
Response: 
The Director Corporate and Community Services advises that the next Interagency Meeting is on 
the 5th January 2010 at 10.00 in the Council Chambers.  
 
Question 5: 
How is the Watering co-ordinated in the Parks, Ovals & Cemeteries in Walgett? Is there an overall 
Plan? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure advised that there is an overall plan available for viewing.  
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13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

3. CAMPS ON CLAIMS WORKING GROUP  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/39 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of external bodies are generally placed before Council for noting and discussion where 
appropriate. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The draft minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting held on 25 November 2009 
are attached. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

 Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, 
dated October 2008 (To be updated as per Council resolutions 24 February 2009). 

 Outcomes Summary from the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy 
Councillor Workshop held on 17 February 2009. 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Camps on Claims Working Group  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the draft minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting held on 25 

November 2009.  
 

 

Attachments: 
 
A – Draft minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting 25 November 2009. 
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Attachment A – Draft minutes, Camps on Claims Working Group meeting, 25 November 
2009 
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4. NAMOI LOCAL GOVERNMENT GROUP MINUTES OF MEETING 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1846 

 

 
Summary:  
 
This report provides Council with the Draft Minutes of the AGM Meeting 2008 as well as the Draft 
Minutes for Ordinary Meeting No. 21 – 6 August 2009. These Draft Minutes were both discussed 
on 05 November 2009 Ordinary Meeting at Gunnedah. 
 

Discussion (including issues and background) 
 
The Namoi Local Government Group (NLGG) was set-up in July 2004 to enable Namoi CMA and 
local Councils across the Namoi Catchment to discuss and consult on natural resource 
management issues.  
 
NLGG’s operation is guided by the Terms of Reference for this committee and the NRM Partnership 
Agreement Memorandum of Understanding between the Local Government and Local Shires 
Association and the Catchment Management Authorities of NSW. 
 
Reference 
 
CMA Terms of Reference  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil  
 

Namoi Local Government Group Minutes of Meeting 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the draft minutes of the Namoi Local Government Group meeting held on 6th August 

2009 and the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 4 December 2008. 
 

 

Attachments: 
 
NLGG Draft Minutes of AGM Meeting 2008 
NLGG Draft Minutes of Ordinary Meeting No. 21 – 6 August 2009  
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14. Reservation of items for Debate 

Nil 

15. Reports of Officers 

5. CODE OF CONDUCT COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate and Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   000/00/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
At the 2nd September 2008 Council meeting it was resolved, to appoint conduct Reviewers for a 
term of 12 months; not pay a fee for service to Reviewers but rather meet all out of pocket 
expenses and to invite Council's Solicitors to nominate a Solicitor to be a Conduct Reviewer.  
 
Reviewers can be asked to form a panel of three or more or be an independent sole Reviewer. 
The initial term of 12 months appointment has expired and Council will need to decide to re-
appoint the current committee members or to re-advertise the expression of interest for committee 
members. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A Conduct Reviewer is "a person independent of council who is solely selected from those 
appointed by council to review allegations of breaches of the code of conduct by Councillors or 
the General Manager in accordance with the procedures set out in Sections 12, 13 and 14".  
 
A Conduct Review Committee is "a committee of three or more persons independent of council 
who are selected, from those appointed by council, to review allegations of breaches of the code 
of conduct by Councillors or the General Manager in accordance with the procedures set out in 
Sections 12, 13 and 14.". 
 
In response to Council's invitation, Council's Solicitors have nominated Mr Don Olney to be a 
Conduct Reviewer with Mr Nick Wilson as alternate. 
 
A number of expressions of interest to be reviewers were received. The Code of Conduct at 
Section 12.3 specifies that "The members of the conduct review committee and/or the persons 
acting as sole conduct reviewers should be appropriately qualified persons of high standing in the 
community." 
 
Our current reviewers are: 
 
Mr Don Olney, Solicitor 
Mrs Shirley Mitchell, Business operator 
Ms Catherine Bott, Rural Financial Councillor 
Mr Trent Swinton, Policeman Lightning Ridge 
Mrs Colleen Edgar, Retired public servant 
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Mrs Shirley Mitchell has recently disposed of her business and will be leaving Walgett shortly. It is 
therefore recommended that she not be re-appointed. Mr Trent Swinton has re-located from 
Lightning Ridge to the Police in Walgett. His re-appointment is recommended. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Code of Conduct 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors, General Manager, ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Minimal 
 

Code of Conduct Committee 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Write to the following people and ask if they will accept re-appointment as Code of 

Conduct Reviewers: 
 
  *  Mr Don Olney 
  *  Ms Catherine Bott 
  *  Mr Trent Swinton  
  *  Mrs Colleen Edgar.  
 
The appointment to take effect from Council’s meeting dated for a 12 month period. 
 
2. Ensure Code of Conduct training is provided at the earliest opportunity to all Reviewers 

unfamiliar with Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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6. DRAFT TENDERING PROCEDURES 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate and Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   000/00/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Council requested that a report be brought to the December 2009 meeting regarding 
Council’s tendering processes. The Tendering Procedure is attached to this report. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The Department of Local Government issued Tendering Guidelines in October 2009 and 
Councils are required to develop their policies and Procedures in line with the 
departmental guidelines. 
 
The guidelines are available on the Department’s website and the circular, with a 
summary of major points is attached to this report. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
DLG Circular No 09/39 
Draft Quotation and Tender Thresholds Procedure 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council and ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 
 
Draft Tendering Procedures 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the Tendering Procedure. 
 

 

Attachments: 
 
Tendering Procedure 
DLG Circular 09/39 
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7. CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30 
NOVEMBER 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Serena Stubbs – Acting Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 30 
November 2009.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank 
and invests funds surplus to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account at 
any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term.  
 
As at 30 November 2009 the operational bank account’s balance was $2,061,079.41. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

 
As at 30 November 2009 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$9,049,360.80. The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
Term Deposits       $8,000,000.00 
Callable Range Accrual Notes    $1,000,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $     49,360.80 
 
The market values disclosed for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market 
values as at 30 June 2009 and were supplied by the ANZ Group.  
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As at 30 November 2009 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$11,110,440.21 represented by: 
 
Working Account Balance   $2,061,079.41 
Investments     $9,049,360.80 
 

Cash on Hand and Investment Report as at 30 November 2009 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Receive the cash on hand and Investment report as at 30 November 2009. 
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8. GOVERNMENT INFORMATION (PUBLIC ACCESS) ACT 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Helena Lovegrove – Records Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1780 

 

 
Summary: 

 
The Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA) will replace the current Freedom of 
Information Act 1989 in early 2010. GIPA requires Council to provide public access to documents 
in a different, proactive manner. This report details the implications for Walgett Shire Council. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
In early 2010 GIPA will replace the Freedom of Information Act 1989 in New South Wales. The 
object of this Act is to authorise and encourage the proactive release of Government Information 
and to give the public an enforceable right to access this information.  
 
Part 2, Division 1, Section 5 of the Act also states that: 
 

There is a presumption in favour of the disclosure of government information unless there 
is an overriding public interest against disclosure. 

 
GIPA places a mandatory requirement on Council to proactively provide information designated 
as open access information. The Act specifies that this information should be made available on 
Council’s website unless it would impose unreasonable additional costs on Council. The amount 
of information that has been designated as open access information for local authorities is such 
that not all open access information will be available on Council’s website when the Act comes 
into force in early 2010.  
 
Part 2 Section 4 of the Government Information (Public Access) Regulations 2009 also requires 
that: 
 

(1) A local authority must make its open access information publicly available by:  
(a) making the information available for inspection free of charge by any person at the 

office of the local authority during ordinary office hours, and 
(b) providing a copy of a record containing the information (or providing the facilities for 

making a copy of a record containing the information) to any person either free of 
charge or for a charge not exceeding the reasonable cost of photocopying. 

 
As part of its open access information Council is required to create a publication guide, this guide 
should: 
 

 describe the structure and functions of the agency, and 

 describe the ways in which the functions (including, in particular, the decision-making 
functions) of the agency affect members of the public, and 

 specify any arrangements that exist to enable members of the public to participate in the 
formulation of the agency’s policy and the exercise of the agency’s functions, and 

 identify the various kinds of government information held by the agency, and 

 identify the kinds of government information held by the agency that the agency makes (or 
will make) publicly available, and 
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 specify the manner in which the agency makes (or will make) government information 
publicly available, and 

 identify the kinds of information that are (or will be) made publicly available free of charge 
and those kinds for which a charge is (or will be) imposed. 

 
Once completed the publication guide needs to be lodged, within 6 months of the introduction of 
the Act, i.e. by June 2010, with the Information Commissioner and be updated at intervals of no 
more than 12 months.  
 
Once GIPA comes into force the Government Information (Public Access) (Consequential 
Amendments and Repeal) Act 2009 No 54 will cause section 10B(4) of the Local Government Act 
to be omitted. Section 10B(4) is as follows: 
 
(4)  For the purpose of determining whether the discussion of a matter in an open meeting would 
be contrary to the public interest, it is irrelevant that:  

(a) a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 
(b) the discussion of the matter may:  

(i) cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to councillors 
or to employees of the council, or 

(ii) cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 
 
Council staff has started planning for the introduction of GIPA in line with the recommendations in 
the Advice to Councils provided by the Office of the Information Commissioner that is attached to 
this report 
 
Council’s designated officer will be Director Corporate and Community Services, with the Records 
Manager having day to day operational control. 
 
Training in the new requirements will take place early in 2010 following the release of the training 
materials by the Office of the NSW Information Commissioner. The training plan is being 
development by Human Resources and the Records Manager in conjunction with the Director 
Corporate and Community Services. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 
Government Information (Public Access) Regulation 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council staff 
Members of the public 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the report on the commencement of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 

2009. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Advice to Councils from the Office of the Information Commissioner 
List of information designated as Open Access Information 
Public Interest Considerations for and against disclosure 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 
Open access information 
 
(a)  the agency’s current publication guide (see Division 2), 
(b)  information about the agency contained in any document tabled in Parliament by or on behalf of the 
agency, other than any document tabled by order of either House of Parliament, 
(c)  the agency’s policy documents (see Division 3), 
(d)  the agency’s disclosure log of access applications (see Division 4), 
(e)  the agency’s register of government contracts (see Division 5), 
(f)  the agency’s record (kept under section 6) of the open access information (if any) that it does not make 
publicly available on the basis of an overriding public interest against disclosure, 
(g)  such other government information as may be prescribed by the regulations as open access 
information. 
 
Division 2 Publication guides 
 
20   Agencies must have publication guide 
 
(1)  An agency (other than a Minister) must have a guide (its publication guide) that:  
 

(a)  describes the structure and functions of the agency, and 
(b)  describes the ways in which the functions (including, in particular, the decision-making 
functions) of the agency affect members of the public, and 
(c)  specifies any arrangements that exist to enable members of the public to participate in the 
formulation of the agency’s policy and the exercise of the agency’s functions, and 
(d)  identifies the various kinds of government information held by the agency, and 
(e)  identifies the kinds of government information held by the agency that the agency makes (or will 
make) publicly available, and 
(f)  specifies the manner in which the agency makes (or will make) government information publicly 
available, and 
(g)  identifies the kinds of information that are (or will be) made publicly available free of charge and 
those kinds for which a charge is (or will be) imposed. 
 

(2)  An agency must make government information publicly available as provided by its publication guide. 
 
(3)  The Director-General of the Department of Local Government may, in consultation with the Information 
Commissioner, adopt mandatory provisions for inclusion in the publication guide of local authorities. The 
publication guide of a local authority must include any such mandatory provision unless the Director-
General otherwise approves in a particular case. 
 
21   Adoption and review of publication guide 
 
An agency must adopt its first publication guide within 6 months after the commencement of this section 
and must review its publication guide and adopt a new publication guide at intervals of not more than 12 
months. An agency may update and amend its publication guide at any time. 
 
Schedule 1 Additional open access information—local authorities 
(Clause 3) 
 
1   Information about local authority 
 
(1)  Information contained in the current version and the most recent previous version of the following 
records is prescribed as open access information:  
 

(a)  the model code prescribed under section 440 (1) of the LGA and the code of conduct adopted 
under section 440 (3) of the LGA, 
(b)  code of meeting practice, 
(c)  annual report, 
(d)  annual financial reports, 
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(e)  auditor’s report, 
(f)  management plan, 
(g)  EEO management plan, 
(h)  policy concerning the payment of expenses incurred by, and the provision of facilities to, 
councillors, 
(i)  annual reports of bodies exercising functions delegated by the local authority, 
(j)  any codes referred to in the LGA. 
 

(2)  Information contained in the following records (whenever created) is prescribed as open access 
information:  
 

(a)  returns of the interests of councillors, designated persons and delegates, 
(b)  agendas and business papers for any meeting of the local authority or any committee of the 
local authority (but not including business papers for matters considered when part of a meeting is 
closed to the public), 
(c)  minutes of any meeting of the local authority or any committee of the local authority, but 
restricted (in the case of any part of a meeting that is closed to the public) to the resolutions and 
recommendations of the meeting, 
(d)  Departmental representative reports presented at a meeting of the local authority in accordance 
with section 433 of the LGA. 
 

(3)  Information contained in the current version of the following records is prescribed as open access 
information:  

(a)  land register, 
(b)  register of investments, 
(c)  register of delegations, 
(d)  register of graffiti removal work kept in accordance with section 13 of the Graffiti Control Act 
2008, 
(e)  register of current declarations of disclosures of political donations kept in accordance with 
section 328A of the LGA, 
(f)  the register of voting on planning matters kept in accordance with section 375A of the LGA. 
 

2   Plans and policies 
 
Information contained in the current version and the most recent previous version of the following records is 
prescribed as open access information:  
 

(a)  local policies adopted by the local authority concerning approvals and orders, 
(b)  plans of management for community land, 
(c)  environmental planning instruments, development control plans and contributions plans made 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 applying to land within the local 
authority’s area. 
 

3   Information about development applications 
 
(1)  Information contained in the following records (whenever created) is prescribed as open access 
information:  
 

(a)  development applications (within the meaning of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979) and any associated documents received in relation to a proposed development including 
the following:  

(i)  home warranty insurance documents, 
(ii)  construction certificates, 
(iii)  occupation certificates, 
(iv)  structural certification documents, 
(v)  town planner reports, 
(vi)  submissions received on development applications, 
(vii)  heritage consultant reports, 
(viii)  tree inspection consultant reports, 
(ix)  acoustics consultant reports, 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2008%20AND%20no%3D100&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2008%20AND%20no%3D100&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
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(x)  land contamination consultant reports, 
(b)  records of decisions on development applications (including decisions made on appeal), 
(c)  a record that describes the general nature of the documents that the local authority decides are 
excluded from the operation of this clause by subclause (2). 
 

(2)  This clause does not apply to so much of the information referred to in subclause (1) (a) as consists of:  
 

(a)  the plans and specifications for any residential parts of a proposed building, other than plans 
that merely show its height and its external configuration in relation to the site on which it is 
proposed to be erected, or 
(b)  commercial information, if the information would be likely to prejudice the commercial position 
of the person who supplied it or to reveal a trade secret. 

 
(3)  A local authority must keep the record referred to in subclause (1) (c). 
 
4   Approvals, orders and other documents 
 
Information contained in the following records (whenever created) is prescribed as open access information:  
 

(a)  applications for approvals under Part 1 of Chapter 7 of the LGA and any associated documents 
received in relation to such an application, 
(b)  applications for approvals under any other Act and any associated documents received in 
relation to such an application, 
(c)  records of approvals granted or refused, any variation from local policies with reasons for the 
variation, and decisions made on appeals concerning approvals, 
(d)  orders given under Part 2 of Chapter 7 of the LGA, and any reasons given under section 136 of 
the LGA, 
(e)  orders given under the authority of any other Act, 
(f)  records of building certificates under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, 
(g)  plans of land proposed to be compulsorily acquired by the local authority, 
(h)  compulsory acquisition notices, 
(i)  leases and licences for use of public land classified as community land. 

 
 
 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
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ATTACHMENT C 
 
Public interest considerations in favour of disclosure 
 
(1)  There is a general public interest in favour of the disclosure of government information. 
 
(2)  Nothing in this Act limits any other public interest considerations in favour of the disclosure of 
government information that may be taken into account for the purpose of determining whether there is an 
overriding public interest against disclosure of government information.  
Note. The following are examples of public interest considerations in favour of disclosure of information:  

 
(a)  Disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to promote open discussion of 
public affairs, enhance Government accountability or contribute to positive and informed debate on 
issues of public importance. 
(b)  Disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to inform the public about the 
operations of agencies and, in particular, their policies and practices for dealing with members of 
the public. 
(c)  Disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to ensure effective oversight of the 
expenditure of public funds. 
(d)  The information is personal information of the person to whom it is to be disclosed. 
(e)  Disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to reveal or substantiate that an 
agency (or a member of an agency) has engaged in misconduct or negligent, improper or unlawful 
conduct. 

 
(3)  The Information Commissioner can issue guidelines about public interest considerations in favour of the 
disclosure of government information, for the assistance of agencies. 
Public interest test 
 
There is an overriding public interest against disclosure of government information for the purposes of 
this Act if (and only if) there are public interest considerations against disclosure and, on balance, those 
considerations outweigh the public interest considerations in favour of disclosure. 
 
Public interest considerations against disclosure 
 
(1)  It is to be conclusively presumed that there is an overriding public interest against disclosure of any of 
the government information described in Schedule 1. 
 
(2)  The public interest considerations listed in the Table to this section are the only other considerations 
that may be taken into account under this Act as public interest considerations against disclosure for the 
purpose of determining whether there is an overriding public interest against disclosure of government 
information. 
 
(3)  The Information Commissioner can issue guidelines about public interest considerations against the 
disclosure of government information, for the assistance of agencies, but cannot add to the list of 
considerations in the Table to this section. 

1   Responsible and effective government 

 
There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of information if disclosure of the information 
could reasonably be expected to have one or more of the following effects (whether in a particular case or 
generally):  
 
(a)   prejudice collective Ministerial responsibility, 
(b)   prejudice Ministerial responsibility to Parliament, 
(c)   prejudice relations with, or the obtaining of confidential information from, another government, 
(d)  prejudice the supply to an agency of confidential information that facilitates the effective exercise of that 
agency’s functions, 
(e)  reveal a deliberation or consultation conducted, or an opinion, advice or recommendation given, in such 
a way as to prejudice a deliberative process of government or an agency, 
(f)   prejudice the effective exercise by an agency of the agency’s functions, 
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(g)  found an action against an agency for breach of confidence or otherwise result in the disclosure of 
information provided to an agency in confidence, 
(h)  prejudice the conduct, effectiveness or integrity of any audit, test, investigation or review conducted by 
or on behalf of an agency by revealing its purpose, conduct or results (whether or not commenced and 
whether or not completed). 

2   Law enforcement and security 

 
There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of information if disclosure of the information 
could reasonably be expected to have one or more of the following effects (whether in a particular case or 
generally):  
 
(a)  reveal or tend to reveal the identity of an informant or prejudice the future supply of information from an 
informant, 
(b)  prejudice the prevention, detection or investigation of a contravention or possible contravention of the 
law or prejudice the enforcement of the law, 
(c)   increase the likelihood of, or prejudice the prevention of, preparedness against, response to, or 
recovery from, a public emergency (including any natural disaster, major accident, civil disturbance or act of 
terrorism), 
(d)   endanger, or prejudice any system or procedure for protecting, the life, health or safety of any person, 
(e)   endanger the security of, or prejudice any system or procedure for protecting, any place, property or 
vehicle, 
(f)   facilitate the commission of a criminal act (including a terrorist act within the meaning of the Terrorism 
(Police Powers) Act 2002), 
(g)  prejudice the supervision of, or facilitate the escape of, any person in lawful custody, 
(h)  prejudice the security, discipline or good order of any correctional facility. 

3   Individual rights, judicial processes and natural justice 

 
There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of information if disclosure of the information 
could reasonably be expected to have one or more of the following effects:  
 
(a)   reveal an individual’s personal information, 
(b)   contravene an information protection principle under the Privacy and Personal Information Protection 
Act 1998 or a Health Privacy Principle under the Health Records and Information Privacy Act 2002, 
(c)   prejudice any court proceedings by revealing matter prepared for the purposes of or in relation to 
current or future proceedings, 
(d)   prejudice the fair trial of any person, the impartial adjudication of any case or a person’s right to 
procedural fairness, 
(e)   reveal false or unsubstantiated allegations about a person that are defamatory, 
(f)   expose a person to a risk of harm or of serious harassment or serious intimidation, 
(g)  in the case of the disclosure of personal information about a child—the disclosure of information that it 
would not be in the best interests of the child to have disclosed. 
 

4   Business interests of agencies and other persons 

 
There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of information if disclosure of the information 
could reasonably be expected to have one or more of the following effects:  
 
(a)  undermine competitive neutrality in connection with any functions of an agency in respect of which it 
competes with any person or otherwise place an agency at a competitive advantage or disadvantage in any 
market, 
(b)  reveal commercial-in-confidence provisions of a government contract, 
(c)   diminish the competitive commercial value of any information to any person, 
(d)  prejudice any person’s legitimate business, commercial, professional or financial interests, 
(e)  prejudice the conduct, effectiveness or integrity of any research by revealing its purpose, conduct or 
results (whether or not commenced and whether or not completed). 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2002%20AND%20no%3D115&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2002%20AND%20no%3D115&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1998%20AND%20no%3D133&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1998%20AND%20no%3D133&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2002%20AND%20no%3D71&nohits=y
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5   Environment, culture, economy and general matters 

 
There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of information if disclosure of the information 
could reasonably be expected to have one or more of the following effects:  
 
(a)   endanger, or prejudice any system or procedure for protecting, the environment, 
(b)   prejudice the conservation of any place or object of natural, cultural or heritage value, or reveal any 
information relating to Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander traditional knowledge, 
(c)   endanger, or prejudice any system or procedure for protecting, the life, health or safety of any animal or 
other living thing, or threaten the existence of any species, 
(d)  damage, or prejudice the ability of the Government or an agency to manage, the economy, 
(e)  expose any person to an unfair advantage or disadvantage as a result of the premature disclosure of 
information concerning any proposed action or inaction of the Government or an agency. 

6   Secrecy provisions 

 
(1)  There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of information if disclosure of the information 
by any person could (disregarding the operation of this Act) reasonably be expected to constitute a 
contravention of a provision of any other Act or statutory rule (of this or another State or of the 
Commonwealth) that prohibits the disclosure of information, whether or not the prohibition is subject to 
specified qualifications or exceptions. 
(2)  The public interest consideration under this clause extends to consideration of the policy that underlies 
the prohibition against disclosure. 
 
7   Exempt documents under interstate Freedom of Information legislation 

(1) There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of information communicated to the 
Government of New South Wales by the Government of the Commonwealth or of another State if notice 
has been received from that Government that the information is exempt matter within the meaning of a 
corresponding law of the Commonwealth or that other State. 
 
(2)The public interest consideration under this clause extends to consideration of the policy that underlies 
the exemption. 
 
(3)In this clause, a reference to a corresponding law is a reference to:  

(a)the Freedom of Information Act 1982 of the Commonwealth, or 
(b)a law of any other State that is prescribed by the regulations as a corresponding law for the 
purposes of this clause. 

 
 

http://www.comlaw.gov.au/
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9. COMMUNITY BASED HERITAGE STUDY CORRECTIONS  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1165 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Recently a number of significant errors have been identified within the Report of the Community 
Based Heritage Study of the Walgett Shire.  It is recommended that Council endorse the 
correction of these errors. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
At a Council meeting held on 19 February 2008 Walgett Shire Council resolved to place the 
‘Report of the Community-Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire’ on public exhibition.  It also 
resolved as follows: 

 
 
The report was subsequently exhibited between 27 February and 27 March 2008.  At a Council 
meeting held on 20 May 2008 Walgett Shire Council resolved as follows: 

 
 
Recent work by Council staff disclosed additional errors, including particularly significant ones in 
the legal descriptions (lot, section and deposited plan numbers) of sites detailed within the 
heritage study.  Those errors are listed in Attachment A to this report. 
 
The heritage study is a significant public document which is regularly used by land owners, 
Council staff, solicitors and other people.  Most items identified by the study will subsequently be 
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included in a draft schedule of local heritage items under a Local Environmental Plan (LEP).  It is 
important to note that some items will be left out of the LEP because: 

 They may have been destroyed by storm or fire since the study was completed, or; 

 Council may have resolved to remove them from the draft LEP schedule. 
 
Walgett Shire Council’s current Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison, has been consulted regarding 
this report and supports the recommendations made. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Report of the Community Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire, April 2008. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Owners of heritage items, Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor (Ray Christison), Walgett 
Shire Council and public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Community Based Heritage Study Corrections 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to 
 
1. Correct the Report of the Community Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire as shown in 

the table below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Endorse the amended report of the Report of the Community Based Heritage Study of 

Walgett Shire, dated November 2009, excluding: 
 
 (a) The following items in Recommendation 1 (section 6) which were proposed to listed in 

the heritage schedule of a Local Environmental Plan (LEP): 
 
 * Item 58, lot 45 DP 546693, Walgett.  Reason: Report dated 25 November 2009 by 

Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison, recommends that the 
item not be included as a heritage item within an LEP. 

  *  Item 68, lot 25 DP 15645, Burren Junction.  Reason: Building damaged by storm 
late in 2008 and has since been demolished. 

 *  Item 75, unknown lot and DP, near Come-By-Chance.  Reason: The property 
description has not been determined and the statutory requirements for listing 
cannot be met. 

 *  Item 76, various lots and DPs, Walgett.  Reason: The provisions of Division 7 of 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 override the effect of 
listing this as a local heritage item within an LEP. 

  *  Item 107, lot 3 section 4 DP 769262, Collarenebri.  Reason: Walgett Shire Council 
resolved on 28 July 2009 to remove the item from the draft (LEP) heritage 
schedule, as per a recommendation by Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, 
Ray Christison. 

 (b)  Recommendation 2 (section 6), proposing that a heritage conservation area be 
established over the ‘preserved’ opal fields at Lightning Ridge, Coocoran, Grawin, 
Carter’s, Sheepyard and Glengarry areas. 

PAGE ITEM 
No. 

ISSUE CORRECTION 

82 26 Property description Modify to lot 22 

84 29 Property description Modify to lot B, DP 399615 

98 37 Property  description Modify to lot 2, DP 215257 

108 44 Property description Modify to lot 1, DP 1083221 

145 68 House demolished Add notation house demolished Sept. 2009 
after storm damage. 

200 107 Bakery burnt down Add notation that bakery building burnt 
down April 2009 

283 N/A Error in Map 1, Rural 
areas 

Delete item 94 from map as it was not 
included in report 

285 N/A Errors in Map 3, Walgett Delete items 103 & 60 from map as they 
were not included in report 

Delete incorrect items 29 & 134 

288 N/A Error in Map 6, Come-
by-Chance 

Modify to show correct location for item 37 
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Attachments: 
 
A – Errors in the Report of the Community-Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire dated April 
2008 
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Attachment A – Errors in the Report of the Community-Based Heritage Study of Walgett 
Shire dated April 2008 
 
The following errors have been identified by staff of Walgett Shire Council in the Heritage Study 
Report dated April 2008 
 
 

PAGE ITEM 
No. 

ISSUE ERROR CORRECTION 

82 26 Property description Lot 23 Modify to lot 22 

84 29 Property description Lot 33, DP588872 Modify to lot B, DP 399615 

98 37 Property  description Lot 1, DP 13603 Modify to lot 2, DP 215257 

108 44 Property description Lot 16, DP759036 Modify to lot 1, DP 1083221 

145 68 House demolished Nil Add notation house demolished 
Sept. 2009 after storm damage. 

200 107 Bakery burnt down Nil Add notation that bakery 
building burnt down April 2009 

283 N/A Error in Map 1, Rural 
areas 

Item 94 shown Delete item from map as it was 
not included in report 

285 N/A Errors in Map 3, 
Walgett 

Item 103 shown Delete items from map as they 
were not included in report Item 60 shown 

Item 29 repeated 
Delete incorrect items 

Item 134 repeated 

288 N/A Error in Map 6, 
Come-by-Chance 

Item 37 shown in 
wrong location 

Modify to show correct location 
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10. OBJECTION TO PROPOSED HERITAGE LISTING  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1165 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Some time ago, Walgett Shire Council received a letter from Barry McKenzie objecting to the 
proposed heritage listing of a property that he owns.  Council’s Heritage Advisor has reviewed the 
objection and recommended that the property be removed from the draft local heritage schedule 
for a Walgett Shire Local Environmental Plan. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
A letter was sent to Barry McKenzie on 30 November 2006 notifying him that Walgett Shire 
Council was considering listing his property, lot 45, DP 546693 as a local heritage item.  The site 
had been identified as a blacksmith’s workshop of local heritage significance during compilation of 
the Community Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire.  At the time no response was received 
from Mr McKenzie. 
 
Subsequently, in a letter dated 29/9/08, Mr McKenzie objected to the heritage listing of the 
property (see Attachment A). 
 
Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison, subsequently reviewed information 
gathered on the property by Council’s previous advisor, Graham Hall, and undertook a site 
inspection.  Mr Christison has now recommended that site be removed from the draft local 
heritage schedule for the Walgett Shire Local Environmental Plan.(See Attachment B) 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Report of the Community Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire, April 2008 (especially pages 
131 and 132) 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Barry McKenzie, Walgett Shire Council, public 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 
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Objection to Proposed Heritage Listing 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Note the letter dated 29/9/08 from Barry McKenzie objecting to the proposed heritage 

listing of the former blacksmith’s shop. 
 
2. Note the report dated 25 November 2009 on the former blacksmith’s shop from Walgett 

Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison. 
 
3. Remove the ‘former blacksmith’s shop’ located on lot 45, DP 546693, Warrena St, Walgett 

from the draft local heritage schedule for a Walgett Shire Local Environmental Plan, in 
accordance with the recommendation of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor. 

 
4. Write to Barry McKenzie and advise him of Council’s resolution. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Letter dated 29-9-08 from Barry McKenzie objecting to proposed heritage listing 
B – Report from Council’s Heritage Advisor regarding proposed heritage item 
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Attachment A – Letter dated 29-9-08 from Barry McKenzie objecting to proposed heritage listing 
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Attachment B –Report from Council’s Heritage Advisor dated 25 November 2009 regarding 
proposed heritage item 
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11. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE 
APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1367 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director 
Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during October 2009. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Public and applicants 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the Development and Complying Development Certificate applications dealt with 

under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory Services and General 
Manager during October 2009. 

 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Report on DAs and CDCs issued October 2009 
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Attachment A – Report on DAs and CDCs issued October 2009 
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12. 2009/2010 LOCAL HERITAGE FUND APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1597 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Walgett Shire Council recently wrote to the owners of private items that have been proposed for 
listing as a local heritage item and invited them to apply for a grant from Council’s Local Heritage 
Fund to assist with conservation and restoration work.  It is recommended that the General 
Manager be delegated authority to approve allocation of funds from the fund. 
 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
In a letter dated 19 October 2009 Walgett Shire Council wrote 84 owners of private properties in 
the proposed Walgett Shire local heritage schedule to be included in a Local Environmental Plan.  
Letters were not sent for items located on land owned by State Government, Council, or a public 
authority (eg railway land).  Owners were invited to obtain an information and application package 
regarding the local heritage fund (Attachment A). 
 
The letter indicated that grants of up to $2,000.00 were available from the Walgett Shire Local 
Heritage Fund to assist owners undertake conservation and maintenance works on heritage 
buildings and places.  Owners are required to at least match Council’s contribution. 
 
Walgett Shire Council has established a budget of $16,800 for its Local Heritage Fund.  If Council 
manages the fund in accordance with the requirements of the Heritage Branch Department of 
Planning, that agency will reimburse half of this amount via a grant at the end of the financial year.  
One of the key requirements is that the fund be dispersed with regard for the recommendations of 
Council’s Heritage Advisor. 
 
At the time of preparing this report, the following applications had been lodged for assistance: 

 Painting of house - Earl Street, Collarenebri. 

 Replacement of broken boards in the quarters & laundry at Moongulla, Collarenebri. 

 Re-wiring of Come-By-Chance Hall & installation of new toilet. 

 Replacement of windows, doors and weather boards at Epping shearing shed, Pilliga. 

 Maintenance repairs and painting, Glenburnie homestead, Burren Junction. 
 
Council’s Heritage Advisor has received enquiries regarding six other properties and has 
discussed works with their owners.  It is anticipated that a number of late applications will be 
received for works at Angledool, Burren Junction, Come-By-Chance and Lightning Ridge. 
 
The Heritage Advisor’s assessment of all applications could not be completed at the time this 
report was prepared. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Report of the Community Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire, April 2008. 
(especially pages 131 and 132) 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Owners of items proposed for listing as items of local heritage, Walgett Shire Council, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
There is an established budget of $16,800 for the Local Heritage Fund.  At the end of the financial 
year it is expected that Council will receive a grant equivalent to half of the money dispersed from 
the fund. 
 

2009/2010 Local Heritage Fund Applications 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Delegate authority to the General Manager to approve the allocation of funds from the 

Walgett Shire Council Local Heritage Fund 2009-2010, after considering the advice 
received from Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison. 

 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Guidelines and application form for the Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund 
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13. ADDITIONAL WATER EXPENDITURE PROPOSALS 2009/2010  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1237 

 

 
Summary:  
 
This report requests additional expenditure items for the 2009/10 financial year for Council’s 
immediate consideration. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council approved new expenditure proposals of the following items during its 24 November 2009 
Ordinary Meeting: 
 

 Software, IT and Meter readers for Water Billing $  40,000.00 
 Installation of Water Meters at Lightning Ridge $188,000.00 

 
To complete the whole circuit of effectively charging water by July 2010, Carinda must have water 
meters installed and telemetry systems of standpipes at Walgett and Cumborah are working 
properly. The following additional water expenditure proposals are: 
 

 Procurement and installation of Carinda Water Meters $ 17,000.00 
 Telemetry, automatic chips procurement and installation, plumbing  

works of 3 standpipes (2-Walgett and 1-Cumborah) $ 60,000.00 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
New Expenditure Proposals 2009/10 (November) Report  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
If approved this would leave the Walgett water fund in deficit by $121,546.00. Currently in 
restricted cash, the Walgett water fund is carrying $410,631.00. This would effectively leave a 
surplus of $289,085.00 
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Additional Water Expenditure Proposals 2009/2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Approve approve the procurement and installation of water meters at Carinda, to be 

funded from the Walgett Water Fund Reserve. 
 
2. Approve the telemetry procurement and installation of standpipes at Walgett and 

Cumborah, to be funded from the Walgett Water Fund Reserve. 
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14. STRATEGIC PLANT REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 2010 - 2024 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1260 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council insures approximately $7.5M of Plant, including motor vehicles, earthmoving plant, and 
other minor equipment.  To ensure than this plant is serving council's needs for delivering 
services a strategic plan is required for their acquisition and replacement.  This report provides 
Council with the draft Strategic Plant Replacement Program 2010 - 2024 and recommends 
approval to procure identified plant in the current financial year. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council insures approximately $7.5M of Plant, including motor vehicles, earthmoving plant, and 
other minor equipment.  To ensure than this plant is serving council's needs for delivering 
services a strategic plan is required for their acquisition and replacement.  Council follows the 
Plant and Vehicle Management Manual published and annually updated by the Institute of Public 
Works Engineering Australia as the guiding document for plant management. 
 
The draft Strategic Plant Replacement Program 2010 - 2024 (SPRP) provides Council with a 
break-down of its plant assets by Department and service area.  The SPRP provides indicative 
utilisation and age of the current plant and identifies the forecast annual replacement revenue 
from the plant.  It identifies plant that is proposed to be decommissioned without replacement, and 
new or modified plant requirements.  Finally, it identifies the forecast expenditures on plant 
replacement over the following 15 years. 
 
The desirable goal of the SPRP is that the provision of plant for the delivery of council services is 
sustainable, meaning that the costs of providing plant today are not 'shifted' into future years by 
unrealistically low plant hire rates or the acquisition and replacement of lower cost plant items 
such as light motor vehicles.  To achieve this, it will require review on an annual basis. 
 
Council owns a number of plant items which are of high value and are retained for extended 
periods.  Hence the SPRP extends well beyond the life of most equipment.  Graders and heavy 
trucks are typical examples of these items. 
 
The SPRP is a strategic plan, and therefore the values in the plan are intended to be 
conservative.  The procurement process should, on average, undercut the forecast changeover 
costs identified in the plan.  Likewise, the replacement revenue from the plant hire rates should, 
on average, exceed the forecast revenue in the SPRP. 
 
It must also be noted that there are a number of reasons for owning plant apart from lowest 
operating cost.  These include: 
 
1) Plant assets or plant related services which are not readily available within the Shire from 
external contractors.  These include: bitumen patching, pavement stabilisation (especially for 
repair/rehabilitation works), waste collection vehicles, water & sewerage repair truck, mobile 
mechanics vehicle, potable water registered water cart, full-service road construction and repair to 
Specification, and short term vehicle hire. 
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2) Plant assets that are required to deliver services of an urgent nature, requiring council to have 
the plant on-hand and not be delayed in mobilising subcontractors.  These include: 
backhoe/loaders (water & sewerage repair), generators (airport lighting), and road incident 
response equipment including traffic control, debris clearing, and mobilising minor repair 
equipment (including graders).  The Rural Fire Service and State Emergency Service also 
approach Council as there first "port of call" for providing assistance in delivering additional 
support in the form of transport, water carts, pumps, and graders. 
 
Recent experience, especially with the RTA Road Maintenance Council Contract has highlighted 
a number of deficiencies in council’s fleet.  Foremost among these are: 
 
(1) The lack of capacity and efficiency to meet the contract requirements for bitumen patching; 
 
(2) The lack of efficiency using external contractors to provide stabilisation services due to the 
amount of standby time; 
 
(3) The support vehicles to construction crews are often being overloaded and rely on multiple 
trailers to be used to relocate the crew; and 
 
(4) Both Heavy Tipper / Plant Trailer combinations have very little margin for error to meet 
statutory mass limitations.  This diminishes the versatility of these plant and places the operators 
at risk of penalties for overloading. 
 
The SPRP proposes to eliminate these deficiencies by: 

(1) Acquiring modern high velocity air bitumen patching vehicles which can be operated from 
within the vehicle when undertaking routine patching.  A vehicle of this type is currently 
being utilised on hire with beneficial results; 

(2) Acquiring an in-house stabilisation capacity using a tractor mounted equipment suitable for 
typical heavy patching works in lieu of a current maintenance grader crew.  A number of 
neighbouring councils have this capacity (and have no spare availability for Walgett to 
use).  It is envisaged that when not undertaking stabilisation work, the tractor would be 
available for operating a towed combination roller. 

(3) Support vehicles for construction crews (currently crew cab 4x4 - Ford Ranger / Holden 
Colorado equivalent) are proposed to be replaced with 4x2 crew cab light trucks with fuel 
tank and sign racks mounted on the tray.  Two person crews would remain with a 4x2 Ford 
Ranger equivalent. 

(4) The Walgett heavy tipper would replace the Collarenebri tipper and the existing 
Collarenebri trailer would be replaced with a tag trailer.  Secondly the Walgett tipper would 
be replaced with a 6x4 prime mover and step deck plant trailer with an existing 
tipper/crane truck being upgraded from 4x2 to 6x4. 

 
Note that the above actions will take a number of years to complete, subject to the various resale 
values achieved. 
 
This report provides Council with the draft Strategic Plant Replacement Program 2010 - 2024 and 
recommends its adoption to procure identified plant in the current financial year.  If adopted, 
tenders will be called for the following plant: waste collection vehicle, two (2) bitumen patching 
trucks, a 6x4 prime mover, a 200ph tractor for stabilisation works, and a motor grader. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Strategic Plant Replacement Program 2010 - 2024 (Draft) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The Strategic Plant Replacement Program 2010 -2024 is predicated on the basis that the 
replacement component of internal hire rate charges (fixed and operational depreciation) is 
restricted to fund plant replacement and that no additional funds are injected into the program. 
 
 

Strategic Plant Replacement Program 2010-2024 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Adopt the Strategic Plan Replacement Program 2010 -2024 
 
2. Approve the procurement of plant identified to be replaced in accordance with council’s 

procurement policy and procedures; and 
 
3. Review the plan by June 2010. 
 

 
 
 


