
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

25 October, 2011 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in the Walgett 
Shire Council Chambers on 25 October 2011, commencing at 10.00am to discuss the 
items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Please be advised there will be an inspection prior to the Council 

Chambers for Councillors at the Walgett Showground commencing at 
9.00am 

 
NOTE:  At 10.00am there will be a staff presentation of 25 year Service Awards.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 

financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest as 

defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  

A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 

of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 

A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 

However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the company 
or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be expected 

to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a pecuniary 
interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 

A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 

There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment of 
the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care needs 
to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 

A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I 
would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now 
reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

Jill Kilby from JL Kilby – Barwon Strategic Roads Project 
Cameron Rowntree from Walgett Show Society – Walgett Showground 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising ....................................................... 5 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9. Mayoral Minutes ............................................................................................. Nil 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given ..................................................... 32 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

12. Councillor’s Questions from Last Meeting .................................................. 32 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

1. Award Consultative Committee Minutes............................................................................... 35 
2. OHS Committee Minutes ..................................................................................................... 45 
3. Orana Regional Organisation of Council (OROC) Minutes of Meeting ................................. 53 
4. Lightning Ridge & Surrounding Opal Fields Management Reserve Trust - Minutes ............. 74 
5. Netwaste Forum Meeting - Minutes ..................................................................................... 79 

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER 

6. Council Quarterly Decisions Action Register (July to September) ........................................ 87 
7. Circulars received from the Local Government Department of Premier and Cabinet – October 

2011 .................................................................................................................................... 89 
8. Circulars received from the NSW Local Government and Shires Association of NSW – 

October 2011 ..................................................................................................................... 112 
9. Monthly Calendar – October 2011 ..................................................................................... 115 
10. Delegates and Representatives to, and Members of, External Bodies – October Update .. 120 
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11. Destination 2036 Outcomes Report – Opportunity for Comment ........................................ 122 
12. Walgett PCYC Proposal – Need for Council Endorsement ................................................ 128 
13. 2012 Australia Day Celebrations ........................................................................................ 130 
14. Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from General Manager – October 

2011 .................................................................................................................................. 133 

TOURISM 

15. RV Friendly Scheme for Walgett Shire Towns & Villages ................................................... 139 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

16. Report on Youth Development and Services – July to September 2011 ............................ 143 
17. Variation of funding agreement – Walgett Youth Facilities Support Project ........................ 148 
18. Variation of funding agreement – Walgett Youth Resources .............................................. 150 

CORPORATE SERVICES 

19. Public Interest Disclosures Policy & Procedure .................................................................. 152 
20. Cash on Hand & Investment Report ................................................................................... 166 
21. Annual Financial Statements 2010 - 2011 .......................................................................... 169 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

22. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications .................................. 171 
23. State of the Environment Report 2010-2011 ...................................................................... 179 
24. Matters for Brief Mention, Planning & Regulatory Services ................................................ 183 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES  

25. Water Restrictions Policy 2011 .......................................................................................... 185 
26. Natural Resource Management (NRM) Management Training ........................................... 197 
27. Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information from Director Urban Infrastructure Services

 .......................................................................................................................................... 200 

DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

28. Roads & Traffic Authority Funding for School Bus Stop in Come By Chance ..................... 202 
29. 2011 Australian Local Government Association – National Local Roads and Transport 

Congress ........................................................................................................................... 205 
29a. Auslink Roads to Recovery Funding for 2011-2012 Projects .............................................. 210 
30. Monthly Report from Director Engineering Services – October 2011 ................................. 212 

16. Reports of Committees ......................................................................................  

17. Questions for the Next Meeting 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting ........... Under separate cover 

URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
1. Walgett and Collarenebri Fluoridation Tenders ............................................................. 4 

 EXECUTIVE - GOVERNANCE 
2. Committee of Council – Plant Committee Minutes ...................................................... 10 
3. ICAC Inquiry – Operation Jarek .................................................................................. 11 
4. Essential energy – Luminaire Street Lighting Programme ........................................... 12 
5. Performance Review of General Manager .................................................................. 35 

19. Close of Meeting 
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Apologies 
 

 Apologies  

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the apology from Clr Martinez be received and a leave of absence be granted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 

Welcome to Visitors 
 
N/A 
 

Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
 
N/A 

 

Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
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 Minutes of Council meeting –22 September 2011  

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held 22 September 2011 be confirmed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 
 
Nil 
 

Mayoral Minutes 
 
Nil 

 

Motions of which Notice has been given 
 
 Motion of Notice – Representation on the Local Community Working Parties 

 
Motion:  
 
That Council has a discussion on our representation to the Local Community Working Parties and 
the general operations of these bodies. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:   
 

 

Presentation of Petitions 
 
N/A 
 

Councillors Questions From Last Meeting 
 
Clr Woodock 
 

Question 1: 
I sent an email in this morning regarding a lady in the Ridge whose yard is continually flooded. 
 
Response: 
The General Manager advised that he saw the email and will contact Clr Woodcock later in relation 
to the matter.  
 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that he has investigated and found out that the 
lady complainant lives on a block of land that is lower than her neighbour/s. From her side of the 
fence, the ground was wet. Her lady neighbour has a large garden with trees and shrubs planted 
along the fence which is being watered daily. Our Team Leader at Lightning Ridge suggested the 
alleged offending neighbour not to water her trees and shrubs for a couple of days and let the 
ground dry out before watering again and not to saturate the ground causing water to run off onto 
her neighbour’s land who lives in a lower block of land. We have advised the owner that her trees 
and shrubs are big enough to go without water for a longer period without being stressed. The 
owner agreed. We have received no complaints since then. 
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Clr Smith 
 

Question 1: 
When could the trees be planted and guards put in, in the main street, Collarenebri? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that work started on 13 October 2011 and 
should be completed within 3-4 days.  

 
Clr Colless 
 

Question 1: 
Where did we get the money for the grandstand at No1 oval and what is the costing and progress? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that Council allocated $35,000 from the Round 
3 Regional Projects grant. The procurement cost is $34,000 for the supply and installation of a 5-
tier fixed grandstand.  He further advised that an engineer’s certificate is required and consultation 
with Council’s Planning section prior for delivery/installation.  

 
Clr Greenaway 
 

I would like to advise Council to have a public meeting in relation to the Coal Seam Gas issues, so 
that the public can show their backing for Council’s actions in relation to the issue. 
 
Response: 
No Action required. 

 

Question 1: 
Is there a men’s shed in Walgett?  
 
Response: 
Clr Keir advised that she suspected that the one with the AMS is still operational. She further 
advised that she will investigate.  
 
The General Manager has advised that it has since been ascertained that it is not operational. A 
query has now been received concerning the establishment of a Walgett Men’s Shed and a 
meeting is to be held shortly with interested parties.  

 
Clr Martinez 
 

Clr Martinez advised that he will be an apology for next meeting as he will be away. 
 
Response: 
Noted 
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Clr Murray 
 

Question 1: 
There are four lights that need replacing in Wee Waa Street to Fox Street? 
 
Response: 
The General Manager advised that the matter has been referred to Essential Energy for attention. 

 

Question 2: 
The light pole in front of Landmark in Fox Street, when is it going to be replaced? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that he has discussed with Essential Energy 
and they will inform Council when it is scheduled to be fixed. 

 

Question 3: 
Can we have a report on the residential and light industrial land available in Walgett and Lightning 
Ridge for possible development and or sale? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that he is currently discussing with the Land 
and Property Management Authority regarding the classification of the land. He further advised that 
a progress report will be provided at the next meeting.  

 

Question 4:  
Can the pot holes in the bitumen road to Namoi Reserve/George Sands Way be fixed? 
 
Response: 
The Director Engineering Services advised that staff have completed this request. 

 

Question 5: 
Can we grade the bitumen road from the Gingie Mission to Conrad Bolton irrigation channel as it is 
dangerous in parts? 
 
Response: 
The General Manager advised that the history of this road is being researched with a view to 
replacing a detailed report to the November Meeting.  

 

Question 6: 
Gravel be replaced on the bottom of the Barokaville Creek Bridge, (RTA Floodway) has this been 
done? 
 
Response: 
The Director Engineering Services advised that staff have completed this request. 
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Reports of Delegates and Representatives 
 

1. AWARD CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1894 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council receive and note the minutes of the Award Consultative 
Committee Minutes for 20 September, 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
The Award Consultative Committee is designed to provide a forum for consultation between 
council, council staff and unions to enhance the efficiency and productivity of the Council. The 
Award Consultative Committee consists of employee representatives from each Union, 
representatives from management as well as an observer from the United Services Union. The 
Award Consultative Committee generally meets every month and discusses issues relating to 
policies and procedures, positions descriptions, organisation structure, training, salary system, and 
appraisals.  
 
Current Position: 
 
At its February Meeting, it was resolved that the Award Consultative Committee now meet every 
month.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Policies & Procedures 
Organisational Structure 
 
Governance issues: 
 
The Award Consultative Committee will make decisions based on consensus of its members.   
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The committee is an essential part of the industrial relations interface between Council 
management and the staff.  The Committee only makes comment and recommendations to 
management. 
 

 Award Consultative Committee Minutes 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council received and note the minutes of the Award Consultative Committee meeting 

for 20 September 2011. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Award Consultative Committee Minutes – 20 September 2011 
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2. OHS COMMITTEE MINUTES  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1594 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council receive and note the minutes of the Occupational Health & 
Safety Committee Minutes for 8 September, 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
The OHS Committee is designed to provide a forum where health and safety problems can be 
identified and resolved, and where safe systems and procedures can be developed and monitored. 
A Committee promotes communication between management and employees to discuss health 
and safety in their workplace and make recommendations for improvements in these areas. 
 
An OHS Committee can help prevent injuries and fatalities from occurring in the workplace.  
 
Current Position: 
 
The OHS Committee has recently been re-established with all representatives undertaking OHS 
Committee training. The OHS Committee consists of employee representatives and management 
representatives and will be meeting monthly to address any safety concerns. 
 
Management is promoting workplace safety and will be actively taking steps to ensure all 
employees, visitors and contractors are working in safe environments and complying with 
workplace safety policies and procedures. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Policies & Procedures 
OHS Committee Constitution  
 
Governance issues: 
 
The OHS Committee will make decisions based on consensus of its members.   
 
A revised OH&S policy and Procedural statement is attached to the Minutes. No changes have 
been made but the document needs to be re-affirmed by Council. This statement will need to be 
reviewed again shortly in the light o Legislative changes being introduced from 1 January, 2012. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
Contractors 
Visitors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Close security of incidents/accidents in Council’s work place will result in better management of 
these issues leading to lower workers compensation premiums. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The committee has been implemented to promote workplace safety at Walgett Shire Council and 
serves as an important communication method between Council management and the staff.  The 
Committee only makes comment and recommendations to management. 
 

 OH&S Committee Minutes 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council received and note the minutes of the Occupational Health & Safety Committee 

meeting for 8 September 2011. 
 
2. Council re-affirm its commitment to the attached OH&S policy and procedure statement.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Occupational Health & Safety Committee Minutes – 8 September 2011 
OH&S Policy and procedure statement 
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3. ORANA REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCIL (OROC) 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/54 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To consider the Minutes of the Meeting of the Orana Regional Organisation of Councils held on 29 
July 2011 and 7 October 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
A meeting of the Orana Regional Organisation of Council’s was held on 29 July 2011. 
 
Current Position: 
 
To receive and note the minutes of the Orana Regional Organisation of Council’s meeting held 29 
July 2011 and 7 October 2011. 
 
At the late meeting, Bourke Shire moved the following recommendation 
 

“That individual councils within OROC provide an indication to Bourke Shire Council whether 
they are prepared to cooperate with Bourke Shire Council in developing a regional approach in 
lobbying for systemic structural reforms associated with welfare and social management and 
economic development in less advantaged communities across NSW” 

 
Walgett Shire Council has indicated that it will assist Bourke Shire in the implementation of this 
recommendation.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Minute of the Orana Regional Organisation of Council’s held 29 July 2011 and 7 October 2011. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Member Councils 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Nil  
 

 Orana Regional Organisation of Council (OROC) Minutes of meeting 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the minutes of the Orana Regional Organisation of Councils 

held on 29 July 2011 and 7 October 2011. 
 
2. Note Council’s representatives’ commitments in relation to: 
  a. Social reform initiatives. 
  b. Natural Disaster Relief Scheme review. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes of Meeting held 29 July 2011 and 7 October 2011 
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Minutes of OROC Meeting 

held at 

Brewarrina Shire Council  

Visitor Information Centre 

on 

Friday 29
th

 July 2011 

at 10.30am 

 

Welcome 

The Mayor of Brewarrina Shire, Clr Mathew Slack-Smith welcomed the OROC Board to 

Brewarrina and also extended warm congratulations to Clr Ray Donald on his recent appointment as 

President, Shires Association of NSW. 

 

Chair of OROC, Clr Doug Batten welcomed Clr Bill Murray, Deputy Mayor of Walgett Shire 

Council; Glen Schuil, Acting General Manager Brewarrina Shire Council and Leonie Brown, 

Manager of Corporate Services, Bourke Shire Council to the OROC Board Meeting. 

 

 

1. Stuart Gordon – CEO Outback Division of General Practice 

 

Stuart Gordon gave on overview of the amalgamation, structure and services that will be offered by 

the new Medicare Local Boundaries and in particular the service that will assist primary health and 

aged care in far western NSW. 

 

It is hoped with a submission offered to the Federal Government that the Outback Division of 

General Practitioners will be the corporate vehicle that takes the new company into transition to 

become the Medicare Local for Far Western NSW.  

 

If this submission is not successful the Commonwealth may join Outback Division with another 

Medicare Local, and they become part of a larger geographic area.  

 

1.1 Clr Ray Donald – President, Shires Association of NSW 

 

Clr Donald stressed that LGSA are eager to expand a working relationship with ROCs and it is 

LGSA’s intention to attend ROC meetings and help intercept and become more involved with 

ROCs. 

  

The transition and formation to One Association will reduce duplication and offer formal 

representative working committees to take resolutions from communities to relevant Ministers and 

government agencies. 

 

Clr Donald also acknowledged that NSW Electoral Commission was meeting with NSW councils as 

local government elections will be conducted in September 2012. Clr Donald suggested that 

legislation states that councils can conduct their own elections and significant savings can be made 

by councils running the election and considering NSW Electoral Commission as the conduit in this 

process.  

 

2. Meeting Open and apologies 
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The meeting was opened at 11.20am by OROC Chair Clr Doug Batten.  

 

Present: Clr Doug Batten, Gilgandra; Clr Allan Smith, Dubbo City; Clr Rex Wilson, Warren Shire; 

Mark Riley, Dubbo City; Paul Mann, Gilgandra Shire; Clr Ray Donald, Bogan Shire;  Clr Andrew 

Lewis, Bourke Shire; Steve Loane, Warrumbungle Shire;  Glen Schuil, Brewarrina Shire; Clr 

Matthew Slack-Smith, Brewarrina Shire; Ashley Wielinga, Warren Shire; Greg Lamont, Narromine 

Shire; Don Ramsland, Walgett Shire; Clr Bill Murray, Walgett Shire; Clr Bill McAnally, Narromine 

Shire and Belinda Barlow, Executive Officer. 

 

Apologies: Clr Lilliane Brady, Cobar Shire; Gary Woodman, Cobar Shire; Rick Warren, 

Coonamble Shire; Clr Michael Webb, Coonamble Shire; Geoff Wise, Bourke Shire; Clr Ian 

Woodcock, Walgett Shire; Clr Peter Shinton, Warrumbungle Shire and John Walkom, Chair RDA 

Orana. 

 

Motion: That the apologies be accepted by the OROC Board. 

 

Moved: Clr Rex Wilson Seconded: Clr Andrew Lewis CARRIED 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes  

 

OROC Meeting held 4
th

 March 2011 

 

Motion:  That the Minutes of the OROC meeting held in Cobar on Friday 20th May 2011 be 

accepted as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 

Moved:  Clr Alan Smith Seconded: Paul Mann  CARRIED 

 

 Business arising from the meeting held Friday 20
th

 May 2011 

 

OROC’s concerns regarding a clear funding strategy for Dubbo Base Hospital 

 

Motion: That the correspondence received from Federal Member for Parkes, Mark Colton; 

NSW Premier, Barry O’Farrell and Director Health and Hospitals Fund 

(representing Federal Minster for Health) be acknowledged by the OROC Board.  

 

Moved:  Clr Bill McAnally Seconded: Clr Andrew Lewis CARRIED 
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GMAC Meeting held 6
th

 May 2011 

 

Motion:  That the Minutes of the GMAC meeting on 8
th

 July 2011 in Dubbo, be accepted as a 

true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 

Moved:  Paul Mann   Seconded: Greg Lamont   CARRIED 

 

 

Recommendations from GMAC Meeting held 6
th

 May 2011 

 

Motion:  That the 7 recommendations contained within the GMAC Minutes from 8
th

 July 2011 

be adopted.  

 

Moved:  Paul Mann   Seconded: Greg Lamont  CARRIED 

 

Companion Animals Act 

This issue is to be placed on the agenda for the next GMAC Meeting. GMAC and OROC consider 

that the Companion Animals Act is a state wide industry problem and encourages for a paper to be 

developed for presentation to LGSA that request additional supportive funding and resources from 

the State Government for local government to effectively enforce the Act, especially in rural and 

remote communities. 

  

4. OROC Correspondence 

 

 

Motion: That the OROC correspondence be accepted by the OROC Board 

 

Moved: Mark Riley   Seconded: Clr Andrew Lewis  CARRIED 

 

Action: Clr Ray Donald requested that the correspondence received from Shire’s Association 

of NSW President is distributed to the OROC Board. 

 

 

5.   Financial Report 

 

The financial report was tabled by the Executive Officer. 

 

Motion: That the OROC financial report for the period ending 30
th

 June 2011, be accepted by 

the OROC Board 

 

Moved: Clr Bill McAnally Seconded: Don Ramsland CARRIED 
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  6.  Executive Officer’s Report 

 

The Executive Officers report was tabled. 

 

Healthy Communities Initiative – School of Rural Health 

Mark Riley, General Manager, Dubbo City Council, offered a declaration of interest to OROC, 

stating his wife is currently an employee of Sydney University, School of Rural Health.  

 

Motion: That OROC Executive Officer together with Sydney University’s School of Rural 

Health pursues a Healthy Communities Initiative funding application under the 

current round of funding available. 

 

Motion: That OROC provide $1200 towards Sydney University’s School of Rural Health 

focus group studies in Narromine and Gilgandra, with an undertaking that the $1200 

is considered in the budget of the funding application and reimbursed back to OROC 

on the success of funding. 

 

Moved: Clr Andrew Lewis Seconded: Clr Bill McAnally CARRIED 

 

 

Motion: That the Executive Officer’s Report is accepted by the Board. 

 

Moved: Clr Lilliane Brady Seconded: Mark Riley CARRIED 

 

 

7. General Business 

 

 General Business was discussed by the OROC Board. 

 

7.1 713 Sales 

Clr Andrew Lewis requested further information on 713 Sales, and was referred to LGSA for 

clarification and legal opinion. 

 

7.2 Provision for FBT 

 

Steve Loane raised the issue of provisions for FBT and appropriate adjustments on vehicles and the 

financial impost to Councils. This issue is to be put on the agenda for the next GMAC meeting and 

discussed further.  

 

7.3 Resource Sharing 

 

Sponsoring General Manager of the OROC Procurement Team, Ashley Wielinga gave an update to 

OROC on the Resource Sharing activities of OROC. 

 

7.4 PSI Delta Findings – Lower Macquarie Valley  

 

That Ashley Wielinga, will offer a presentation on the PSI Delta final report to the next OROC 

Board Meeting. 
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7.5 LGSA 

 

Clr Ray Donald requested that July 2011 OROC Board papers be sent on to LGSA. 

 

7.6 Destination 2036 

 

A discussion was led by the OROC Chair, Clr Doug Batten on the upcoming Division of Local 

Government workshop ‘Destination 2036’ being held in Dubbo on 17
th

 and 18
th 

August 2011.  

 

 

8.  Close/Next Meeting    

 

The next OROC Board meeting will be held on Friday 7
th

 October 2011 in Dubbo. The OROC 

Executive Officer will organise and book accommodation and dinner on Thursday evening 6
th

 

October, 2011 in Dubbo. 

  

The meeting closed at 12.50 pm. 

 

 

 

Actions 

 

1. Action: That PSI-Delta is invited to the next OROC Board meeting to present the final 

report and findings of the recent study undertaken by Narromine and Warren 

Shire Council. 

 

2. Action: Clr Ray Donald requested that the correspondence received from Shire’s 

Association of NSW President is distributed to the OROC Board. 

 

3. Action: That the OROC Executive Officer organise accommodation and a dinner function 

for OROC members Thursday 6th October 2011 

 

Summary of Motions 

 

Motion 1: That the apologies be accepted by the OROC Board. 

 

Moved: Clr Rex Wilson Seconded: Clr Andrew Lewis CARRIED 

 

Motion 2:  That the Minutes of the OROC meeting held in Cobar on Friday 20th May 2011 be 

accepted as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 

Moved:  Clr Alan Smith Seconded: Paul Mann CARRIED 

 

Motion 3: That the correspondence received from Federal Member for Parkes, Mark Colton; 

NSW Premier, Barry O’Farrell and Director Health and Hospitals Fund 

(representing Federal Minster for Health) be acknowledged by the OROC Board.  

 

Moved:  Clr Bill McAnally Seconded: Clr Andrew Lewis CARRIED 
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Motion 4:  That the Minutes of the GMAC meeting on 8
th

 July 2011 in Dubbo, be accepted as a 

true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 

Moved:  Paul Mann   Seconded: Greg Lamont   CARRIED 

 

Motion 5:  That the 7 recommendations contained within the GMAC Minutes from 8
th

 July 2011 

be adopted.  

 

Moved:  Paul Mann   Seconded: Greg Lamont   CARRIED 

 

Motion 6: That the OROC correspondence be accepted by the OROC Board 

 

Moved: Mark Riley   Seconded: Clr Andrew Lewis   CARRIED 

 

Motion 7: That the OROC financial report for the period ending 30
th

 June 2011, be accepted by 

the OROC Board 

 

Moved: Clr Bill McAnally Seconded: Don Ramsland CARRIED 

 

Motion 8(i): That OROC Executive Officer together with Sydney University’s School of Rural 

Health pursues a Healthy Communities Initiative funding application under the 

current round of funding available. 

 

Motion 8(ii): That OROC provide $1200 towards Sydney University’s School of Rural Health 

focus group studies in Narromine and Gilgandra, with an undertaking that the $1200 

is considered in the budget of the funding application and reimbursed back to OROC 

on the success of funding. 

 

Moved: Clr Andrew Lewis Seconded: Clr Bill McAnally CARRIED 

 

Motion 9: That the Executive Officer’s Report is accepted by the Board. 

 

Moved: Clr Lilliane Brady Seconded: Mark Riley CARRIED 

 

Motion 10: That the Executive Officer’s Report is accepted by the Board. 

 

Moved: Clr Lilliane Brady Seconded: Mark Riley CARRIED 
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4. LIGHTNING RIDGE & SURROUNDING OPAL FIELDS 
MANAGEMENT RESERVE TRUST - MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director of Planning & Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1436 

 

 
Summary:  
 
It is recommended that Council note the draft minutes of the Lightning Ridge & Surrounding Opal 
Fields Management Reserve Trust meeting held on 31 August 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
At a meeting held on 28 September 2010, Walgett Shire Council resolved to nominate Clr David 
Lane as Council’s delegate to the Lightning Ridge & Surrounding Opal Fields Management 
Reserve Trust. 
 
Current position: 
 
The initial meeting of the Lightning Ridge & Surrounding Opal Fields Management Reserve Trust 
was held on 31 August 2011 and the draft minutes of that meeting are attached (Attachment A). 
 
Relevant reference documents/policies: 
 
Draft minutes for the Lightning Ridge & Surrounding Opal Fields Management Reserve Trust 
meeting on 31 August 2011. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, community, State Government. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
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 Lightning Ridge & Surrounding Opal Fields Management Reserve Trust 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the draft minutes of the Lightning Ridge & Surrounding Opal Fields Management 

Reserve Trust meeting held on 31 August 2011 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A - Opal Fields Reserve Trust meeting minutes 31 August 2011 
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ATTACHMENT A – OPAL FIELDS RESERVE TRUST MEETING MINUTES 31 AUGUST 
2011 
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5. NETWASTE FORUM MEETING - MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:  Siegfredo O Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1508 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council note the Netwaste Minutes of Meeting held at Gilgandra 
Library on 9 September, 2011 commencing at 10.00am. 
 
Background: 
 
Netwaste is a non-profit organization composed of 28 member councils located in the central and 
western regions of New South Wales  as shown below:  
 
Bathurst Regional Council  Forbes Shire Council  
Bland Shire Council  Gilgandra Shire Council  
Blayney Shire Council  Lithgow City Council  
Blue Mountains City Council  Lachlan Shire Council  
Bogan Shire Council  Mid-Western Regional Council  
Bourke Shire Council  Narromine Shire Council  
Brewarrina Shire Council  Oberon Council  
Broken Hill City Council  Orange City Council  
Cabonne Council  Parkes Shire Council  
Central Darling Shire Council  Walgett Shire Council  
Cobar Shire Council  Warren Shire Council  
Coonamble Shire Council  Warrumbungle Shire Council  
Cowra Shire Council  Weddin Shire Council  
Dubbo City Council  Wellington Council 
 
The Netwaste area represents over one third of the State of New South Wales. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Draft Netwaste Strategic Waste Plan. Mr. Bob Bailey presented the forum with a Draft Strategic 
Waste Plan for review and input. After much discussion and collaboration, it was agreed that Mr. 
Bailey would make the necessary changes and amendments to the draft and would be put back to 
the Steering Committee for review and discussion.  The resulting plan will then be presented to the 
Forum for final approval at the next meeting in early December 2011. 
 
Member Reports. Ten Councils reported some important activities happening in their respective 
communities  
 
a. Narromine – The garbage collection service is now with JR Richards. The Tomingley waste 

facility was a manned facility with opening hours of 3 days at 4 hours each day. It has 
recently been changed to an unmanned facility which presents a concern of illegal rubbish 
dumping. 

 
b. Nyngan – The recycling program has begun with 850 houses having bins delivered which 

have electronic recording devices so they can be matched to the individual premises. First 
load of recycling was delivered to Gilgandra for sorting and processing, with minimal 
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contamination issues so far. Council also looking to eventually replace the garbage bins 
and also trial the use of 120 litres. 

 
c.  Mudgee – Reported the need for the mulching grinders to have magnets in place in order 

to extract metal objects such as nails. They are currently looking into ‘Tip Site’ management 
systems. 

 
d. Gilgandra – Coordinating concrete crushing & have accepted a quote from C&S Crushing 

but no ‘firm’ commitment as to when commencement will take place. The 1st lot of ‘clean’ 
recycling was taken from Nyngan. There are currently quotes out on ways to optimise/utilise 
the old landfills which will close at the end of September. 

 
e. Cobar – Currently developing a new internal Strategic Plan which will be presented to 

Council during October 2011.A survey was held at the Cobar Landfill to estimate the 
quantity of rubbish that was being taken to the waste facility. Reports came back at 1600 
tonnes. 

 
f. Bathurst – Reported that 12 tonnes of E Waste was collected & sent to Sydney. 
 
g. Orange – Currently working on the tender process for the new landfill. This is expected to 

go out during October/November this year.  
 
h. Cowra – The crushed class is currently being used as a base in landfill allowing good 

drainage of water through the landfill. The mulching produced by Shoalhaven Recycling is a 
better product with 1200 - 1300 cubic metres of product being produced. 

 
i. Wellington – Did not have a great deal to report on. They are currently looking at more 

drum muster cages between the five (5) waste facilities and ‘Tip Site’ management 
systems. 

 
j. Bourke – Reported that they are currently looking into a ‘chipper’ & also reported on an 

Aboriginal recycling group. 
 
k. Lachlan – Francois reported that there are quotes in from contractors to build a transfer 

station. 
 
l. Bourke - Dwayne Willoughby presented an update on the ‘Bourke Street Project’. There 

have been indigenous education classes run regarding litter. A particularly notorious place 
in Bourke known for illegal dumping has now been transformed. Trees have been planted, 
waste that was cleared has been used in a sculpture program with the assistance of the 
Waste 2 Art program & NetWaste. These sculptures will be placed at the entrance of the 
park along with signage in a hope to discourage vandalism. Illegal dumping in the area is 
now no longer a concern & community members are enjoying the benefits. Dwayne will 
present photos of the project at the next forum meeting. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Julian Geddes spoke about the issues they have had in dealing with asbestos and also 
illegal dumping. An Asbestos Management Workshop being held in Mudgee on 1 December 
2011 (day before the Forum meeting) will be the focal point for discussion on these matters. 
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Environmental issues: 
 
Refer to Governance Issues described above. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Netwaste Member Councils 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council started being active in sending its staff to Netwaste Group meetings regularly and 
therefore, gaining better ‘hands-on networking’ with other Council representatives.  
 
 

 Netwaste Forum Meeting 

 
Recommendations: 
 
1. Council note the Netwaste Minutes of the meeting held at Gilgandra Library on 9 

September 2011.  
 
2. Council that Netwaste will hold the following events at Mudgee: 
   
  a. 1 December 2011 – Asbestos Management Workshop 
  b.  2 December 2011 – Netwaste Forum  
 
Moved: 
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Netwaste Minutes of Meeting – 09 September 2011 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NETWASTE FORUM HELD AT GILGANDRA 
LIBRARY ON 9 SEPTEMBER, 2011 COMMENCING AT 10.00 AM 

 
The meeting opened at 10.am with an introduction & welcome from Mr. PA Mann, General Manager of 
Gilgandra Shire Council. The meeting was chaired by David Neeves in Steve Campbell’s absence. 
 
1. ATTENDANCE 
Anthony Cullen Ward (Bathurst Regional Council), Alison Russell (Bathurst Regional Council), Russell 
Deans (Bathurst Regional Council), Dean Woods (Bogan Shire Council), Tim Riley (Bogan Shire Council), 
Dwayne Willoughby (Bourke Shire Council), Chris Ansoul (Cobar Shire Council), Craig Lynch (Cowra Shire 
Council), Michael McCulloch (Dubbo City Council), Francois Van Der Berg (Lachlan Shire Council), Julian 
Geddes (Mid Western Regional Council), Wayne Davis (Orange City Council), Roy White (Walgett Shire 
Council), Glen Whiteman (Wellington Council), Chris Brook (Narromine Shire Council), Lex Stewart 
(Cabonne Council), Sue Clarke (NetWaste), Kristy Cosier (NetWaste), Simmone Kalanj (NetWaste), Dennis 
Russell (Nationwide Oil), Dave Warren (Sholhaven Recycling), David Neeves (Gilgandra Shire Council), Bob 
Bailey (Consultant), Cathy McGrath (Orange City Council) 

2. APOLOGIES 

Peter Oldsen (Broken Hill Shire Council), Wayne Broad (Bland Shire Council), Wayne Lund (Blue Mountains 
City Council), Bernie Wilder (Brewarrina Shire Council), Leanne Ryan (Central Darling Shire Council), Kookie 
Atkins (Coonamble Shore Council), Steven Clayton (Dubbo Council), Adrian Butler (Lachlan Shire Council), 
Chris Lane (Lithgow Shire Council), Stephen Sykes (Orange City Council), John Kite (Warren Shire Council), 
Harrold Sutton (Warrumbungle Shire Council), Shane Wilson (Weddin Shire Council),  Ann Trofa 
(DECCWA), Jason Scarborough (DECCWA), Greg Miller (JR Richards), Jason Blackmore (Sims Metal), Phil 
Tucker (Ag Stewardship), Rachel Young (CENTROC), Ian Tucker (Oberon Council), Dennis Byrne (DET), 
Steve Campbell (Parkes Shire Council), Paul Bennett (Forbes Shire Council), Paul O’Brien (Blayney 
Council), Sam Wythes (Lachlan Shire Council), Mark Robertson (Narromine Shire Council), Darren Honnery 
(Wellington Council), 
 

RESOLVED                               Moved: Chris Brook Second: Anthony Cullen-Ward  

That the apologies be accepted and leave of absence granted to the above members 

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED                                                 Moved: Lex Stewart Second: Roy White 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the NetWaste Forum held at Grenfell Bowling Club on 24 June, 
2011 are hereby confirmed as a true and accurate record of the decisions of that Meeting. 

 
3.1 Matters arising from the minutes: 
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting minutes 
 
4.  REGIONAL CONTRACTS UPDATE 
Processing of Garden Organics 
Dave Warren from Shoalhaven gave a brief update. He wanted to also thank NetWaste regional Councils for 
referrals. They have gained a lot of additional work in private sectors. Dave has been contacting Councils to 
see if his service is needed when he is in the regional areas & asked if anyone has had concerns with him 
calling. The reply to which was no, the Councils appreciated the initiative. 
 
Used Oil Contract. 
Dennis Russell from Transpacific provided an update. They have been working to bring drivers from ACT to 
the Parkes area. In general things are moving steadily however they can be somewhat stretched to get to 
Councils on time.  
Transpacific is currently looking at a new vehicle due to an unfortunate accident with the previous vehicle. 
Dennis assured he can be contacted with any questions or concerns. 
Kristy reported that there has not been a lot of response back regarding service for collection of used oil 
filters.  
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Collection of Scrap Metal 
Kristy Cosier from NetWaste presented an update regarding scrap metal on behalf of Jason Blackmore (who 
was an apology). At present things are running smoothly. The review for the rebate on scrap is being held off 
for a little while due to current market conditions. 
There was also an incident with gas bottles being placed in with the scrap metal again, however not due to 
NetWaste Councils. Jason asked a general comment be made about the importance of gas bottles not being 
disposed in the scrap metal. 
 

RESOLVED                              Moved: Anthony Cullen-Ward  Second: Lex Stewart  

 
5. NETWASTE STRATEGIC WASTE PLAN  
 
Bob Bailey (who facilitated the 2011 on the 10

th
 & the 11

th
 of August 2011), presented the forum with a Draft 

Strategic Waste Plan for review & input. 
The presentation was opened with a recap thus far & a review of actions. It was agreed after much 
discussion & collaboration that Bob would make the necessary amendments to the draft & then the amended 
Draft Strategic Plan will be put back to the Steering Committee to review the changes as suggested. Upon 
review & discussion by the Steering Committee the plan will then be presented to the Forum for final 
approval at the next meeting in early December 2011. 
 

RESOLVED                                            Moved: Wayne Davis Second: Craig Lynch 

 That the final draft of the Strategic Waste Plan be considered by the Steering Committee to 
review the changes as suggested & allocating budgets before the end of the year 

 That the strategy then be put back to the Forum for final approval 

 
6. DEALING WITH ASBESTOS WORKSHOP  
 
Julian Geddes spoke about the issues they have had in dealing with asbestos & also illegal dumping. 
Discussion was had around the draft agenda prepared for the Asbestos Management Workshop to be held 1 
December 2011 in Mudgee (day before the Forum meeting). Kristy noted suggested changes and will 
arrange for suitable speakers and finalise the workshop agenda. 
 

RESOLVED                                 Moved: Chris Brook Second: Antony Cullen-Ward 

 That the Asbestos Management Workshop be held on Thursday 1
st
 December in Mudgee with 

workshop agenda to be finalized in accordance with input from Forum meeting 

 
8.         NETWASTE EXECUTIVE OFFICER UPDATE 
There were no updates tabled from Steve Campbell  
 

RESOLVED                                 Moved: Chris Brook Second: Antony Cullen-Ward                

 
9.        NETWASTE PROJECTS COORDINATOR REPORT 
 
Kristy Cosier provided an update of recent projects and activities as outlined in the Forum Report, with 
specific mention on the upcoming Household Chemical Collection and the need for Councils to confirm their 
involvement ASAP so the contracts and collection timetable can be finalised.  
 
Kristy also updated the group on her involvement in the Domestic Waste Working Group with OEH and the 
opportunity to provide feedback on different priorities that were identified through the Richmond Review. 
Councils are strongly encouraged to provide comment on the draft documents when they are circulated by 
OEH in the coming weeks to ensure the regional perspective is communicated. 
 
The Councils were also reminded of the chance to indicate their interest in upcoming opportunities including 
true cost of landfill workshop, developing LEMP for small unlicensed sites etc as there has been limited 
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response to date. It was agreed at the March Forum in Dubbo to retain these projects, however if there is not 
sufficient interest from the Councils, the funds will be reallocated at an upcoming Steering Committee 
meeting. 
 

RESOLVED                                          Moved: Chris Brook Second: Julian Geddes 

 That the report be noted 

 
10. ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING ADVISOR REPORT 
 
Sue Clarke provided an update & details on the following.  
A get together for Waste To Art Coordinators has been planned for December 12 in Dubbo.  
 
NetWaste was successful in securing funding of $15,300. This funding will go toward a series events planned 
for the Orange Sustainability Expo, September 10 – 18.  
 
Sue recently attended a meeting with the GM of Burrundong Sport and Recreation Centre and Manager of 
the State Park near Wellington, to discuss a possible waste education program aimed at improving recycling 
 
Education Weeks: Joint Recycling Contract School Education Weeks: March 1 - 5Week; April 19 – 23; July 
26 – 30; August 16 – 20 and October 18-22 
Joint Recycling Contract Business Weeks: February 8 – 12; March 29 – April 1, September 20 -24 and 
October  10 – 14 has been set aside for the first of our Waste Management Assistance Program for Child 
Care Centres across the region. 
Cobar – throughout August 2011 
Gilgandra – Education Program has been running over the last 4 months and has included a Business Waste 
Education Program conducted with the Gilgandra Ex Services Club. 
Nyngan – A Community Waste Education Program is planned for commencement  in Term 4, 2011. 
 
Sue recently attended a Sustainability In Action Students Forum in Mudgee.  
The program was very successful and for this reason we have decided to organise a similar program for 
students in the Dubbo, Narromine, Wellington and Orange Regions. 
 
Narromine Council is presently liaising with EcoFlex Pty Ltd to organise the construction of a retaining wall at 
the Narromine Waste Management Centre using unwanted tyres. 
 

RESOLVED                                          Moved: Chris Brook Second: Julian Geddes 

 The report be noted 

 
11.  BOURKE STREET PROJECT 
Dwayne Willoughby presented an update on the ‘Bourke Street Project’. There have been indigenous 
education classes run regarding litter. A particularly notorious place in Bourke known for illegal dumping has 
now been transformed. Trees have been planted, waste that was cleared has been used in a sculpture 
program with the assistance of the Waste 2 Art program & NetWaste. These sculptures will be placed at the 
entrance of the park along with signage in a hope to discourage vandalism. 
Illegal dumping in the area is now no longer a concern & community members are enjoying the benefits. 
Dwayne will present photos of the project at the next forum meeting. 
 

RESOLVED                           Moved: Anthony Cullen-Ward Second: Julian Geddes 

 
12.  COUNCIL UPDATES 
 
Narromine – The garbage collection service is now with JR Richards. 
The Tomingley waste facility was a manned facility with opening hours of 3 days at 4 hours each day. It has 
recently been changed to an unmanned facility which presents a concern of illegal rubbish dumping. 
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Nyngan – The recycling program has begun with 850 houses having bins delivered which have electronic 
recording devices so they can be matched to the individual premises. First load of recycling was delivered to 
Gilgandra for sorting and processing, with minimal contamination issues so far. Council also looking to 
eventually replace the garbage bins and also trial the use of 120 litres.  
 
Mudgee – Reported the need for the mulching grinders to have magnets in place in order to extract metal 
objects such as nails. They are currently looking into ‘Tip Site’ management systems. 
 
Gilgandra – Has been coordinating concrete crushing & have accepted a quote from C&S Crushing. There 
has been no ‘firm’ commitment as to when commencement will take place.  
The 1

st
 lot of recycling was taken from Nyngan & it was ‘clean’. 

There are currently quotes out on ways to optimise/utilise the old landfills which will close at the end of 
September. 
 
Cobar – Are currently developing a new internal Strategic Plan which will be presented to Council during 
October 2011. 
A survey was held at the Cobar Landfill to estimate the quantity of rubbish that was being taken to the waste 
facility. Reports came back at 1600 tonnes 
 
Bathurst – Reported that 12 tonnes of E Waste was collected & sent to Sydney. 
 
Orange – Currently working on the tender process for the new landfill. This is expected to go out during 
October/November this year.  
 
Cabonne – Cabonne Council had nothing specific to report. 
 
Cowra – The crushed class is currently being used as a base in landfill allowing good drainage of water 
through the landfill. 
The mulching produced by Shoalhaven Recycling is a better product with 1200 - 1300 cubic metres of 
product being produced. 
 
Wellington – Wellington Council did not have a great deal to report on. They are currently looking at more 
drum muster cages between the five (5) waste facilities. 
They are currently looking into ‘Tip Site’ management systems. 
 
Bourke – Reported that they are currently looking into a ‘chipper’ & also reported on an Aboriginal recycling 
group. 
 
Lachlan – Francois reported that there are quotes in from contractors to build a transfer station. 
 
Walgett – There was nothing to report on from Walgett. 
 

RESOLVED                                                 Moved: Chris Ansoul Second: Tim Riley 

 
13. TABLED ITEM: LHPA correspondence  
Correspondence was tabled by Sue Clarke from the LHPA regarding disposal charges for green waste at 
West Wyalong. The LHPA has concerns surrounding increased illegal dumping of rubbish due to these 
introduced charges. 
This matter was discussed & noted that Councils have the right to impose a charge for waste disposal to 
cover costs as it is self funded. 
 

RESOLVED                                           Moved: Wayne Davis Second: Chris Brook 

 A reply letter be sent explaining the above & to be signed by Steve Campbell 

 
14.     OPEN FORUM – DISCUSSION 
Narromine – The RFS suggested holding a controlled burn at Trangie depot & utilizing this as a training 
exercise. Narromine indicated that they spoke to EPA regarding the activity who advised that burning of 
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green waste even as a training exercise for the RFS is not permitted on an ongoing basis. 
 
Drum Muster – Tim Riley queried if drum Muster was a regional contract to which it was clarified it is 
managed at a regional level. David will supply Tim with the details for Phil Tucker from Ag Stewardship in 
order to set this up in the Bogan Shire region. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING – Dealing with Asbestos Workshop (1 December, 2011) followed by the NetWaste 
Forum Meeting (2 December, 2011) Mudgee 
  
MEETING CLOSED at 1.45pm 
 
THIS IS PAGE NO 5 AND THE FINAL PAGE OF THE MEETING OF THE NETWASTE FORUM HELD AT 
GILGANDRA FRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2011   
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Reservation of items for Debate 
 
Nil 
 

Reports of Officers 

6. COUNCIL QUARTERLY DECISIONS ACTION REGISTER (JULY TO 
SEPTEMBER) 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This schedule has been revised and will be provided to each Council Meeting in the revised format. 
It summarises action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous meeting of Council and 
in future will include any action from previous meetings still outstanding. 

 
Background: 
 
The Resolution Register related to the 22 September 2011 Council Meeting is being circulated 
under separate cover. The Register summarises action in respect of all Resolutions as well as any 
other matter raised at the Meeting which required action. The Register, in the new format, will list 
any matters from previous meetings (as of 26 July 2011) that have not yet been finalised.  
 
Current Position: 
 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion. 
 
Attached is the resolution register commencing from July 2011, and includes all resolutions 
completed and any still outstanding for this quarter. 
 
It will become a ready reference for Councillors wishing to refresh their memories of action taken. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Agenda and Minutes of the 26 July 2011 Council Meeting 
Agenda and Minutes of the 23 August 2011 Council Meeting 
Agenda and Minutes of the 22 September 2011 Council Meeting 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practical. 
However, sometimes matters require further follow up.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and Executive Team 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
That the action register be received and noted. It is suggested that any queries be passed 
with the General Manager or relative director prior to meeting day to facilitate at the 
meeting.  
 

 Council Quarterly decisions Action Report (July to September) 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the action register be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Action Register – Quarterly will be emailed under separate cover to Councillors 
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7. CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET – OCTOBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Copies of circulars received 11-22 to 11-30 from the Local Government Division Department of 
Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 
 
Background: 
 
The General Manager has flagged the following circular as requiring the particular attention of 
councillors: 
 

 Circular to Councils 11/22 - Guidelines for Council Administered Elections 2012 

 Circular to Councils 11/23 - GST Certificate - Revised Requirements 

 Circular to Councils 11/24 - Snapshot of NSW Councils - Comparative Information on NSW 
Local Government Councils 2009/10 

 Circular to Councils 11-25 Planning for Ageing Population 

 Circular to Councils 11-26 Ward Boundary and Name Changes 

 Circular to Councils 11-27 Findings from Review of Councillor Expenses and Facilities 
Policies 

 Circular to Councils 11-28 The Destination 2036 Outcomes Report 

 Circular to Councils 11-29 Guidelines for the Preparation of a Special Rate Variation 
Application and Guidelines for the Preparation of an application to Exceed the Minimum 
Rate Statutory Limit 2012/2013 

 Circular to Councils 11/30 – Constitutional Referendums  
 
Current Position 
\All circulars have been emailed to Councillors prior to Council meeting. A full copy of the 2036 
Outcomes Report will be provided to Councillors under seperate cover.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will 
be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors under 
separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on Local 
Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  
 
Environmental issues: 
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Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

 Circular received from the Division of Local Government – October 2011  

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the information contained in the Departmental circulars 11-22 to 11-30 from the Local 

Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 

 Circular to Councils 11/22 - Guidelines for Council Administered Elections 2012 

 Circular to Councils 11/23 - GST Certificate - Revised Requirements 

 Circular to Councils 11/24 - Snapshot of NSW Councils - Comparative Information on NSW 
Local Government Councils 2009/10 

 Circular to Councils 11-25 Planning for Ageing Population 

 Circular to Councils 11-26 Ward Boundary and Name Changes 

 Circular to Councils 11-27 Findings from Review of Councillor Expenses and Facilities 
Policies 

 Circular to Councils 11-28 The Destination 2036 Outcomes Report 

 Circular to Councils 11-29 Guidelines for the Preparation of a Special Rate Variation 
Application and Guidelines for the Preparation of an application to Exceed the Minimum 
Rate Statutory Limit 2012/2013 

 Circular to Councils 11/30 – Constitutional Referendums  
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8. CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AND SHIRES ASSOCIATION OF NSW – OCTOBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Copies of weekly circulars received from the Local Government and Shires Association since 22 
September 2011 Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  
 
Background: 
 
The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of councillors: 
 
Issue 34  
Item 12 – Restart NSW Fund Bill 2011 
Item 20 – Transitional Arrangements to the Codes SEPP 
 
Issue 35  
Item 5 – Funding for RPL and training of Mature Workers 
Item 13 – WA Drought Pilot Review Report 
Item 14 – LHPA Review – Issues Paper 
Item 16 – Local Government Reform funding – Free Asset management and Long Term Strategic 
and Financial Planning DVD’s and e Learning 
Item 27 – NSW Budget 2011-12 
 
Issue 36  
Item 8 – New Round of Community Building Partnerships 
Item 11 – Business Regulation benchmarking Study: Role of Local Government 
Item 12 – RDAF First Round Project Approvals 
Item 18 – Anti-Discrimination Guidelines for Local Councils 
Item 19 – Guidelines for Council Administered Elections 2012 
Item 20 – 2012 Local Government Elections 
 
Issue 37 
Item 3 – 2012 Local Government Elections 
Item 5 – Integrated Strategic Planning Course 
Item 15 – NSW Planning Review Continues 
Item 16 – Destination 2036 Outcomes 
Item 17 – NTC Smart Transport for a Growing Nation – Discussion Paper 
 
 
Issue 38 
Item 4 – Ageing Strategy consultations 
Item 5 – Regional Achievement and Community Awards Finalists 
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Issue 39 -  
Item 12 – IPART – measuring Local Government Productivity  
Item 18 – Review of NSW Planning System – issues for consideration by Local Government 
Item 20 – New State and Regional Development SEPP 
 
Current Position: 
 
Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any matters of interest with the General 
Manager prior to the Meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and read abreast of Local Government issues 
occurring at Industry level.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Councillors need to consider the contents of the various circulars and determine what action, if any, 
needs to be taken. 
 

 Circulars received from the NSW Local Government and Shires Association of 
NSW – October 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That: 
 
1. The information contained in the weekly circulars from the NSW Local Government and 

Shires Association be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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9. MONTHLY CALENDAR – OCTOBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Monthly calendar of Council activities 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly in-
house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff to plan 
their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when they 
have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send meeting 
notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is received 
meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar and the 
representative(s) names flagged. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The calendar for the months of October to December 2011 is attached. Councillors are requested 
to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors are 
requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming community or 
councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Not applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

 Monthly Calendar – October 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period October to 

December 2011. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Calendar for October to December 2011 
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10. DELEGATES AND REPRESENTATIVES TO, AND MEMBERS OF, 
EXTERNAL BODIES – OCTOBER UPDATE 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1454 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The term of appointment of Council representatives and delegates is one year, terminating in 
September, unless indicated otherwise. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
At the September 2011 Council meeting, Council resolved its nominations for each committee, 
however there were two committees that did not appear on that list.  
 
Council are involved in the following two groups:  
 

 Water Utilities Group   

 Coonabarabran – Munginid Road Upgrade Project Steering Committee 
 
Previously the Mayor, General Manager and Director Urban Infrastructure Services attended the 
Water Utilities Group meetings. And the Mayor, Clr Greenaway, General Manager, Executive 
Engineer and Director Engineering Services attended meetings of the Coonabarabran – Mngindi 
Road Upgrade Project Steering Committee. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and members of the Executive Team 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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 Delegates and Representatives to, and members of External bodies 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the following two Committees be included in Council’s 2011/2012 Delegates and 

Representatives list: 
 
  * Coonabarabran – Mungindi Road Upgrade Project Steering Committee 
  * Water Utilities Group 
 
2. That Clr ____ be Council’s delegate on the Water Utilities Group. 
 
3. That Clr ____  be Council’s delegate on the Coonabarabran – Mungindi Road Upgrade 

Project Steering Committee. 
 
  (To be determined at meeting) 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
 
Nil 
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11. DESTINATION 2036 OUTCOMES REPORT – OPPORTUNITY FOR 
COMMENT 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive – Governance  

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1330 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To enable Council to review the Destination 2036 Outcomes report and make appropriate 
comment. 
 
Background: 
The Destination 2036 Workshop was held in Dubbo on 16/17 August, 2011 and Council was 
represented by the incoming Mayor Councillor Bill Murray and the General Manager.  The 
workshop was attended by representatives from all Councils across NSW. 
 
The Workshop was the subject of a report to the September meeting of Council. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The Destination 2036 Outcomes report has now been released and a copy has been forwarded to 
all Councillors and senior management staff for review. The Division of Local Government has 
written to all Mayors and General Managers (see letter attached)  requesting that copies of the 
report be distributed as widely as possible and an opportunity be given for the document to be 
discussed at a Council level and each Council make appropriate comment on the 
recommendations detailed in the report by 4 November 2011. 
 
Circular 11/28 (also attached) sets out the process and draft timeframe the Implementation 
Steering Committee (ISC) has agreed upon for developing the Action Plan. 
 
It can be seen from this circular that work on many of the proposed actions from the Outcomes 
Report will commence from February, 2012.   
 
Whilst it is intended that there will be further specific consultation as the process proceeds, it 
should be quite clear to Councils and staff across the State that now is the time to raise any 
concerns with the contents and recommendations of the Outcomes Report and make sure they are 
forwarded within the timeframe for lodging comments which close on 4 November, 2011. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Destinations 2036 Outcomes Report 
Division of Local Government Circular 11/28 
Division of Local Government Letter dated 23 September 2011 
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Governance issues: 
 
The ISC is now seeking Council’s comments/views with regards the following: 
 

1. Do you support the draft Vision contained in the Outcomes Report? 
 

2. If not, what changes would you suggest? 
 

3. What do you believe should be the priorities for the draft Action Plan? 
 
It is suggested that Council discuss the best method of approaching the review of the document 
and providing comment as requested. 
 
It is obvious that the outcomes of these discussions will be our Council’s input into determining the 
direction local government will take in the coming years.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Refer to Destinations 2036 Outcomes Report 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council 
Councillors  
Residents and Ratepayers 
Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Any change in the methods of delivering local government services, and, indeed the structure of 
Walgett Shire will have tremendous impacts on all stakeholders. 
 
The current process should be looked on as an opportunity to be grabbed with both hands. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Any alternatives Council has to the recommendations and/or actions contained in the report need 
to be conveyed to the ISC by 4 November 2011. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council needs to take the time to consider the Report very carefully and comply with the 
timeframes set out for comment.  
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 Destination 2036 Outcomes Report – Opportunity for Comment 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. For Council’s consideration. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Division of Local Government letter dated 23 September 2011 
Division of Local Government Circular 11/28 (provided under the Local Government Circular 
report) 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

25 October 2011  Page 125 of 218 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

25 October 2011  Page 126 of 218 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

25 October 2011  Page 127 of 218 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

25 October 2011  Page 128 of 218 

12. WALGETT PCYC PROPOSAL – NEED FOR COUNCIL 
ENDORSEMENT 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive -Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   00/0000 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To endorse action being taken to lodge an expression of interest in the establishment of a PCYC 
facility in Walgett. 
 
Background: 
 
As previously reported to Council, Expressions of Interest are now being invited for the 
establishment of seven PCYC facilities across the State. There will be 2 grants of $2.5 M and 5 
grants of $500,000. One grant of $2.5M has already been allocated for western Sydney. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As also reported earlier, a working party has been formed to prepared an application for Walgett.  
One point of difference with our proposal will be for the proposed facility to service not only Walgett 
but also all of the outlying towns and centres within a radius of up to 110 km around Walgett 
including some centres in neighbouring shires that are within the NSW Police Service Castlereagh 
Local Area Command. 
 
EOIs close on 31 October 2011. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
EOI advertisements and guidelines 
 
Governance issues: 
 
The establishment of a local PCYC facility will be highlighted in Walgett’s 10 year Community 
Strategic Plan. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
The establishment of this type of facility, servicing an area over 22,000 square kms, will provide 
tremendous opportunities for the social development of local youth. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council 
Local youth 
Residents and ratepayers 
staff 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Whilst the initial application will be for a grant of $2.5M, various existing initiatives are intended to 
be identified as matching funding commitments. 
 
Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
This is a one off opportunity from a newly established State Government programme which will run 
over 4 years. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council needs to formally endorse the concept to enable the EOI to have any chance of success. 
 

 Walgett PCYC Proposal – Need for Council Endorsement 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Formally endorse the submission of an Expression of Interest for the establishment of a 

PCYC facility for Walgett. 
 
2. Commit all reasonable resources to the preparation of the Expression of Interest and 

development of necessary plans and specifications for the proposed development.  
 
3. Identify what current resources/commitments could be transferred to the proposed facility. 
 
4. And if the Expression of Interest is successful, commit to expediating the implementation of 

the proposed project.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 

 
Nil 
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13. 2012 AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Governance 

AUTHOR:    Jodie Campbell – Executive Assistant 

FILE NUMBER:   11/306 

 

 
Summary: 
 
On Thursday 26th January 2012, Council’s Australia Day Breakfast and Celebration will be held in 
Walgett. The centrepiece of the morning will be the presentation of Council’s Australia Day Awards 
by the Mayor and the Australia Day Council’s Ambassador to Walgett Shire. Among other things, 
Council needs to establish an Australia Day Committee and a Judging Panel for the Awards. 
 
Background: 
 
Every year Council celebrates Australia Day on 26th January, usually with a breakfast early in the 
morning followed by an official presentation of Awards by the Mayor and the Australia Day 
Ambassador.  
 
Each year, Council rotates the location of the event between its three major towns, Walgett, 
Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. This year the event is scheduled to be in Walgett.  
 
The event was held in Collarenebri in 2010 and Lightning Ridge in 2011. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The theme for Australia Day 2012 ‘Make Your Mark Australia’ - a celebration of the many and 
varied valuable contributions that Australians make every day; locally, nationally and 
internationally. Every day, Australians of all ages, genders, religions and races are making their 
mark – on their local community, on the nation, in the world. 
 
In previous years, Council has organised the whole event internally. For 2012, we would like to 
utilise the expertise of our community members in helping organise the day. It is envisaged that the 
committee will consist of the General Manager, the Executive Assistant and about 3 or 4 members 
of the local community. A copy of an advertisement calling for expression of interest for community 
members in forming an Australia Day community committee will be placed in local papers.  
 
Council has previously determined that the Judging Panel should comprise the Mayor (as 
Chairperson), one or two Councillors and at least five community members. It was also determined 
last year that the Councillor members of the Panel should be authorised to extend invitations to 
community members to join the Panel, as they see fit. It is envisaged that the judging for the 
awards will take place in the week beginning 12 December 2011 well before the Christmas/New 
Year shutdown because of the need to arrange awards, engraving etc.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
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Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council has a budget of $2,500 for its 2012 Australia Day Celebrations 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Council could determine to continue its current process of organising Australia Day events with 
internal staff.  
 
Council could determine not to select any community members to be part of the judging panel  
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council needs to determine its action in respect of forming a community committee to organise the 
2012 event, as well as determine who will be on the judging panel for the awards.  
 

 2012 Australia Day Celebrations 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That:  
 
1. Council advertise for Expression of Interest from community members to form a Australia 

Day Community Committee for 2012. 
 
2. The Mayor and the following Councillors be members of the 2012 Australia Day Awards 

Judging panel. Clr ______ and Clr _________ 
 
3. The Mayor be the chairperson of the Judging panel. 
 
4. The Mayor and Councillors on the Panel be authorised to determine community members 

of the Panel and to invite community members to join the Panel. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Advertisement calling for Expression of Interest in forming a Australia Day Community Committee 
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14. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM GENERAL MANAGER – OCTOBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   11/298 

 

 
1. Correspondence from Honourable Sophie Cotsis 

Council has received correspondence from the Honourable Sophie Cotsis congratulating 
Council and Council staff on receiving the ‘Best Ongoing Commitment to Local Youth 
Week’ Awards.  

 
2. Ministerial Circular – M11-01 - EQUITABLE AND AFFORDABLE ACCESS TO 

COUNCILS’ SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL FIELDS 
Council received a ministerial circular on Equitable and affordable access to Council’s 
Sporting and Recreational Fields. Please see attachment B 

 
3. Regional Library Agreement 

A meeting of the Regional Library Committee has been set down for Brewarrina on 
Wednesday 26 August 2011. 
 
It is envisaged that the new library agreement will be finalised at that meeting.  A meeting 
between regional library representatives from Moree met with Walgett library delegates in 
Walgett on Tuesday 20 September 2011 and a satisfactory understanding was reached 
with regards the issues still in question in the new agreement. 
 
It is understood a similar meeting was held between Moree and Gwydir shire 
representatives recently, remembering that they had similar issues to Walgett.  However, 
the outcome of that meeting is not known and perhaps our representatives should make 
contact with the Gwydir representatives to canvas any remaining matters yet to be 
resolved. 

 
4. Rural Financial Counsellor 

At a meeting with the Executive Officer of the Central West Rural Councillors on Monday 17 
October 2011 Council representatives were advised that funding for the Walgett Rural 
Counsellor had been secured for another four years.   
 
The delay in finalising a contractual agreement has resulted in the Walgett Counsellor now 
only being available for three days per week, although there appears to be an agreement 
for this to be extended to a full week should the need arise. 
 
Advice also to hand indicates that the Coonamble Rural Counsellor has resigned and the 
Gilgandra position is being out serviced from Dubbo on a needs basis. 
 

5. Lightning Ridge Bore and Pipeline Progress 
Work on the sinking of the new Lightning Ridge town bore has been commenced, along 
with the restoration of the water supply to the three Mines Association residences with a 
temporary 25 mm line. 
 
Work associated with bringing the new bore online, including the provision of a power 
supply and suitable buildings to house the new equipment are in the hands of the DUIS. 
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The other emergency backup measures to secure the integrity of the town water supply are 
also in the hands of the DUIS and a check will be made shortly to ensure all necessary 
action required has been taken. 
  

6. Community Strategic Plan 
The third round of community forums, engaging with the community in the formulation of the 
ten year community plan, have now been completed. 
 
A report in relation to the next steps in the process is being prepared for consideration at 
Council’s November, 2011 meeting. 

 
7. 2012 Elections 

The Division of Local Government has recently issued guidelines for Council Administered 
Elections in 2012. 
 
An early review of those guidelines gives the impression that it will be nigh on impossible 
for a General Manager to oversight an election without using the services of the NSW 
Electoral Commission or a similar, private organisation.  
 
Estimates of the costs involved are currently being sought and a detailed report will be 
prepared for the November meeting ahead of the 30 November deadline for Council to 
determine the approach to be taken with regards the 2012 elections. 

 
8. Internal Auditor Appointment Progress 

As Council is aware, Council is part of a joint tender through OROC for the provision of 
internal auditing services.  Expressions of interest have now closed and a meeting will be 
held next week to consider the responses received. 

 
9. Annual Report 

Council’s Annual Report must be completed and lodged with the Division of Local 
Government by 30 November each year.  The 2010/11 Annual report is currently in the 
course of preparation under the oversight of our Acting Director of Corporate Services and 
will be finalised by the due date. 
 
Any comments/advice with regards improvement to the format used in previous years will 
be gratefully accepted. 

 
10. Lightning Ridge HACC Centre Progress 

Work on the new Lightning Ridge HACC Dementia Day Care Facility is scheduled for 
completion by the end of October 2011.  Works associated with fit out and other operational 
issues will then be finalised ahead of a formal opening prior to Christmas 2011. 

 
 
11. Collarenebri Water Supply Issues 

Whilst in Sydney on Friday 14 October 2011, discussions were held with the NSW Office of 
Water concerning water supply and discolouration issues in respect of the Collarenebri 
Town Supply. 
 
An number of observations and suggestions were made which will hopefully lead to 
substantial improvements in both the quality and quantity of water available during the 
coming summer. 
 
Talks were also had with regards improving the Walli Village supply as well. 
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12. Capital Works Water & Sewerage 

The next meeting of the Steering Committee oversighting the Walgett Water and Sewerage 
Supply Upgrade works will be held in Walgett on Tuesday 15 November 2011.  In recent 
weeks survey and design work has been in progress, including some onsite surveys in 
Walgett. 

 
 
13. Villages Water & Sewerage Operation and Maintenance Supervision Agreement. 

Following on from detailed discussion in Sydney on Friday 14 October 2011, a decision has 
been taken to extend the current operations and maintenance contract for the Villages of 
Ginghi, Namoi and Walli for a further twelve months.   
 
The NSW Office of Water agrees with Council’s belief that this is the lead time required for 
Council to set up the organisational structure to take over this area of operations in its own 
right.  Council will continue to supervise the current contractor on similar terms and 
conditions as those already in place. 
 
In addition, Council will have the right of first refusal to undertake any of the identified 
programme of backlog works and all emergency works must be referred to Council before 
any action is taken. 
 

14. Review of 2011/2012 Management Plan 
Current staff shortages have precluded the completion of the detailed review of the 
2011/2012 Management Plan and a detailed report will be prepare for the November 2011 
meeting. 

 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from General Manager – 
October 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the General Manager for brief mention or information be received 

and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Letter from Honourable Sophie Cotsis 
B – Ministerial Circular M11-01 
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15. RV FRIENDLY SCHEME FOR WALGETT SHIRE TOWNS & 
VILLAGES 

REPORTING SECTION: Economic Development 

AUTHOR:    Alana Copelin– Senior Visitor Information Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   11/342 

 

 
Summary:  
 
The purpose of this report is to allow Council to consider endorsing applications for Burren 
Junction, Collarenebri and Walgett to be designated as “RV Friendly Towns” as well as Carinda 
and Rowena to be designated as :”RV Friendly Locations”. 
 
Background: 
 
The Caravan and Motorhome industry is facing changes in consumer preferences with more motor 
homes and caravans becoming self contained and requesting free or low cost camp sites. Walgett 
Shire Council is required to balance the needs of the travelling motorist and local business.  
 
Some caravan park operators seem to have difficulty in setting a differential type charge for visitors 
who do not require use of a full range of allocated caravan park facilities.  
 
Current Position: 
 
In the last 5 years there has been a dramatic increase in self-contained vehicles entering the 
market. These self contained motorhomes and caravans have their own toilets, showers, laundries, 
phones, GPS systems, air conditioning, fridges, computers, generators and water tanks. The 
average motorhome and caravan traveller requires only limited facilities but does require access to 
dump points, rubbish bins, water, and a place to park these large vehicles. 
 
Walgett Shire Council has the opportunity to join the CMCA RV Friendly Town or Destination 
Scheme. This scheme is aimed at assisting mobile travellers by providing basic facilities and a safe 
place to rest and stay for 24 - 48hours. Smaller towns in the Shire could benefit enormously by 
encouraging self contained tourists to stay overnight and spend money in their town. On average, 
these self contained visitors spend $652 per week. 
 
There are over 50 towns and Shires within Australia who are current members of the RV Friendly 
Town or Destination Scheme. Some of the current members within NSW include Narrabri, 
Boggabri, Pilliga, Bingara, Cobar and Hay. 
 
For Walgett Shire to qualify as a CMCA RV Friendly Town or Destination it must meet the criteria, 
as set out below; 
 

 Provision of short term ‘Rest Area’ parking (24hours) with an allowance to restrict the rest 
area to self contained vehicles only. 

 Provision for longer term parking within a 10km radius of the town centre, at a reasonable 
rate restricted to self contained vehicles only. 

 Access to a general shopping area within 2.5km of the town centre. 

 Access to a dump point within 50kms of the town. 

 Access to potable water 
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 Parking close to town centre, general shopping area with groceries and fresh produce. 

 Access to medical surgeries and pharmacies 

 Access to a visitor information centre 

 Access to a motor vehicle service centre. 
 
The CMCA hosts two rallies per year in locations throughout Australia. Bingara hosted the CMCA 
Rally in October 2008 with over 1000 vehicles for seven days. One local business served over 300 
meals per day and the Bingara community are still seeing the benefits of the rally 3 years later. 
 
Because of the propensity to ‘camp’ rather than use commercial accommodation, this market is 
often not welcomed by towns and there are many Councils erecting signs and introducing fines to 
prevent campervans and motorhomes staying overnight in the area outside caravan parks.  
 
Towns that are ‘pro and anti’ this market are regularly featured in the CMCA publication, 
“Wanderer” and other relevant publications, with visitation to ‘pro’ areas encouraged and ‘anti’ 
areas actively boycotted. 
 
While this market does not spend significantly on accommodation, it does spend on other services 
such as groceries, restaurants and clubs, merchandise and tours and can be a lucrative market if 
properly embraced by the commercial sector. 
 
This issue of Lightning Ridge becoming an RV Friendly town has been put forward on two separate 
occasions once in 2008 and again in 2010. Both times the idea was shelved predominately 
because Council was not able to meet the essential criteria in parking and long term overnight 
camping and there was some resistance to competition of existing local business including caravan 
parks.  
 
Since the introduction of primitive camping grounds in Walgett, Collarenebri and Burren Junction in 
2009, these towns now meet all the essential criteria and most of the desirable criteria. Both 
Carinda and Rowena are being put forward as RV Friendly locations which have fewer criterions to 
meet.  
 
Also none of the locations put forward currently have caravan parks operating in town.  
 
The Lightning Ridge Tourism Association are again looking at the RV Friendly Scheme and so 
Lightning Ridge has not been included in this report.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
RV Friendly Town Scheme Assessment Form 
RV Friendly Location Scheme Assessment Form 
 
Governance issues: 
 
To ensure an open and transparent approach to this issue, it is proposed that Council’s intention to 
seek “RV friendly town” and “RV friendly destination” be advertised and community submissions 
invited.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
From an environmental view point it would be far more preferable for designated “camping areas” 
to be identified and appropriately supervised and maintained rather than the current haphazard 
approach which could result in various problems including health issues.  
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Caravan & Motorhome Club of Australia (CMCA) 
Burren Junction Community 
Collarenebri Community 
Walgett Community 
Carinda Community 
Rowena Community 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The CMCA asks that Walgett Shire Council install RV Friendly town Signs at the main entrances to 
each town. Signs are at a cost of $260 for two signs. Walgett Shire Council would require 12 signs 
at a total cost of $1560.00 plus installation costs. 
 
These costs can be funded from existing tourist allocations 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

1. Do nothing 
2. Erect signage prohibiting overnight camping on roads and reserves 

 
Legal Issues: 
 
Council would need to ensure any signage meets appropriate legislative requirements.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
It would be appropriate for Council to consider whether or not it should be establishing “RV Friendly 
Town” and/or “RV Friendly Destination” statuses for the towns of Burren Junction, Collarenebri, 
Carinda, Rowena and Walgett.  
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 RV Friendly Scheme for Walgett Shire Towns & Villages 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That council receive and note the report in relation to RV Friendly Town Schemes within 

Walgett Shire 
 
2. That Council endorses all 5 applications including Burren Junction, Collarenebri, Carinda, 

Rowena and Walgett and supports the establishment of signage once Walgett Shire 
Council has received approval from CMCA. 

 
3. That Council advise the CMCA of the proposals and seek approval to establish appropriate 

signage. 
 
4. No action be taken with regards Lightning Ridge until an approach is received from the 

Lightning Ridge Tourist Association. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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16. REPORT ON YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICES – JULY TO 
SEPTEMBER 2011  

REPORTING SECTION: Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report presents a brief overview of Youth Development programs and services planned, 
implemented and completed for the period July 2011 to September 2011. 
 
Programs, initiatives, events highlighted in this report are directly in line with Walgett Shire Youth 
Strategy - A five year plan, 2009 – 2014 action plan. 
 
Background: 
 
Last quarterly report submitted for the period April 2011- June   2011 
 
Current Position: 
 
Highlights: 
 

 NSW Local Government Youth Week 2011, awarded “Best Ongoing Commitment” for a 
council in NSW and were also announced top three finalists  in the category of “Best Local 
Youth Week  Program 2011” 

 Continued successful partnerships with service providers and organisations in local 
programs targeting early interventional initiatives , health and well being initiatives 

 NAIDOC celebrations and events successful – Lightning Ridge and Walgett 

 Increased genuine participation by young people in planning, implementing and facilitating 
Youth Week 2011 as demonstrated by Youth Week awards 

 Outstanding participation numbers at Youth Council driven event “Connecting our 
Communities”, targeting strengthening of inter-town relationships of our young people 

 Hepatitis A, B, C, awareness and education initiative successfully staged in Walgett and 
Collarenebri, funding through Hep C Council NSW and delivered in partnership with local 
health and well being organisations.  

 Implementation and positive outcomes relating to “Strong Collie Initiative”- targeting 
diversion of alcohol related issues, connection to culture and healthy life choices of young 
people in Collarenebri  

 Youth Options Walgett- Project continues to engage young people “in place” during  week 
nights and Saturday mornings 

 Notification Council’s Youth Development Officer, top three finalists in ACT/ NSW  Regional 
Community Service and Achievement Awards 2011 
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After School Activities/ Youth Centres 
 
All Youth Centres across the Shire are operational. After school care continues to be offered from 
3.30pm – 6.30pm at Walgett and 3.00pm – 6.00pm, at Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri.  
 
Daily programs implemented for the reporting period include:  computers, DJ equipment, cooking, 
Wii challenges, karaoke sessions,  pool / table tennis competitions, sports orientated games and 
arts and crafts.  
  
Dance Parties and NAIDOC events have also been implemented and high participation numbers of 
young people at events recorded.  
 
As the local pools are now opened with the summer months upon us, after school activities will 
include pool days and other structured activities.  
 
Vacation Care Services  
 
July 4th- 15th 2011 
 
A huge Vacation Care program was on offer and implemented during the July school holiday break 
with the teams from Storm Co visiting Walgett and Lightning Ridge working in partnership with our 
youth development teams in delivery of programs to young people. Other highlights included Hep 
A, B, C, awareness and education events in Collarenebri and Walgett. 
 
 The youth development team partnered with the Hep C Council NSW, Outback Division of General 
Practices, Youth off the Streets, Greater Wester Area Health Service, and Walgett Aboriginal 
Medical Service to deliver these programs to our young people targeting increased knowledge  and 
prevention of hepatitis A, B, C, and other blood borne viruses. 
 
 In Grawin the team staged a few new initiatives partnered with Lightning Ridge Safe House in 
delivery of awareness and prevention sessions with young people and several parents. The team 
also hosted a “beauty day for the girls”. 
 
Skate Park competitions in all centres proved popular with prizes offered to participants and our 
youth services teams took advantage of the State of Origin battles with best dressed and sport 
related activities throughout the weeks.  
 
The Connecting our Communities event was a standout initiative during the break with a total of 
154 young people and family members participating in the Youth Council driven event.  
Many young people from other communities were transported into the event at Walgett to 
engage in healthy activities and strengthen relationships with young people from across 
our vast Shire.  
 
The day saw many healthy relationships between young people from different communities 
develop and we are keen to see these continue.  Our full youth development team was on 
hand for the day with thirteen youth services staff supporting the event alongside the Youth 
Council members. 
 
Partnering in this event were, Youth Action Policy Association, Outback Division of General 
Practices, Safe Families Walgett, Yawarra Meamei, YOTS, Thiyama-Li, and WAMS  
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Attendance and engagement numbers:  
Walgett - 573 (including 154  young people in attendance at “Connecting our Communities” 
event.)  
Lightning Ridge  483  
Collarenebri  407  
Grawin  152 
Total: 1615 
 
September/ October Vacation Care Programs 
 
the time of submitting this report our team has just completed the first week of the September/ 
October holiday program.   
 
The first week of programs implemented have been well received by young people throughout the 
Shire in all four centres Grawin, Lightning Ridge, Walgett and Collarenebri.  
 
Pool programs and sexual health sessions, age restricted Dance Parties (5- 11 year olds) are 
included along with regular “young people requested” events. 
 
Attendance figures and engagement numbers: September / October Vacation Care: 
Walgett  222 
Lightning Ridge  205 
Collarenebri  171 
Grawin  95 
Total: 693 
 
NSW Local Government Youth Week Awards 2011 
 
On the 3rd of August, the NSW Local Government and Shires Association hosted their annual 
awards evening to celebrate the achievements of Councils across NSW.  
 
The Mayor, Ian Woodcock, staff and Youth Council representatives, Danielle Rennie (Lightning 
Ridge), Polly Halley (Walgett) and Daniel Kauri (Walgett), attended the gala event which took place 
in Sydney at a presentation attended by Members of Parliament, dignitaries, elected members, 
staff and young people.   
 
Four Councils were awarded for their Youth Week programs, as judged by the NSW Youth Week 
Young People’s Advisory Committee.   
 
Walgett Shire was one of only two councils nominated as finalists in two categories; Best Ongoing 
Commitment to Youth Week and Best Local Youth Week Program. 
 
 Walgett Shire were announced winners over much larger Councils across NSW of “Best Ongoing 
Commitment to Youth Week” award 2011. 
 
Youth Council  
 
Youth Council will meet in the month of October at a time to be advised due to schooling 
commitments of members with the meeting to take place in Lightning Ridge.  In a bid to develop 
working  relationships with youth services and the young people in our neighboring Shire’s there is 
a strong possibility of youth from Coonamble High School in being attendance to witness and gain 
an insight into how a youth council operates and functions. 
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Programs 
 
School to Work Initiative 
 
Currently there are five (5) students engaged in the school to work program in Collarenebri - (youth 
services), Walgett (youth services and library) and Lightning Ridge (urban infrastructure and youth 
services).  Identification of other potential participants attending school throughout the Shire is 
ongoing.  
 
Youth Options Walgett Project - (externally funded)  
 
Youth Workers continue to engage young people, in-place, with two youth workers involved in after 
hours youth support.  Youth Workers report they are engaging with an average of between 15- 25 
young people per evening in Walgett. 
 
Their role involves provision of support, information and referral with the aim of providing young 
people with healthy pathways to social, educational and recreational opportunities. Youth workers 
report numerous young people have received advice and support regarding referrals and links to 
services that may assist them. Progress reports are ongoing to funding body. 
 
Strong Collie Project - (externally funded) 
 
The project targets capacity building and leadership development to divert the participants from 
engaging in alcohol related offences by engaging young people in a range of activities  that will 
seek to connect young Aboriginal men and women to traditional cultures, strengthening their 
individual capacity  for self responsibility. 
 
The project has commenced in line with funding agreement.  To date participants have engaged in 
one cultural trip/ camp to Yalmambirra Boogijoon Doolin Cultural Camp at Gilgandra. The group 
have also completed four trips across to the Lightning Ridge Keeping Place and engaged with a 
range of programs with Elders including an excursion to the Coocran Lakes and other cultural 
business.  
 
Up and coming events 
 

 Children’s week 2011  

 Youth Council Meeting 

 Local Implementation Plan Youth Sub Group 

 Christmas events and celebrations 

 January  School Holiday programs  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008 / 2009 – 2012 / 2015 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 / 2014 
Walgett Shire Council Community Plan 2010 – 2014 
Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 – 2010 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
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Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Youth Development Team 
Youth and Young people of Walgett Shire 
Walgett Shire Communities 
Service providers and local organisations/agencies 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Funding is within current budget limits.  It is difficult to estimate the offsets of having successful 
youth programmes with reduction in vandalism / anti social behaviours for example. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The Youth Development team have successfully progressed projects and programs this 
quarter in accordance with the Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 - 
2014. 
 

 Report on Youth Development and Services – July to September 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the quarterly report on Youth Development and Services for the period July 2011 – 

September 2011 be received and noted.   
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Nil  
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17. VARIATION OF FUNDING AGREEMENT – WALGETT YOUTH 
FACILITIES SUPPORT PROJECT 

REPORTING SECTION: Community Services  

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer  

FILE NUMBER:   09/1458 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council received grant funding from the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services 
and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) to facilitate Youth Facilities Support Project - Shade shelter and 
seating Walgett basketball courts.  
 
This report is seeking Council to sign and seal variation documentation relating to finalising funding 
requirements. 
 
Background: 
 
Funding was received to the amount of $40,000.00 to install shade shelter and seating 
at the basketball / netball courts , Fox Street Walgett.   
 
The final report and acquittal has been lodged by Council and received by FaHCSIA  
 regarding this project and funds expended. 
 
The funding body is seeking Council to sign and seal two variation requests as part of the funding 
was expended following the intended project completion. 
 
Current Position: 
N/A 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Plan 2010-2014 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Strategy 5 Year Plan 2009-2014 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
FaHCSIA 
Walgett Shire Council 
Youth and young people of Walgett  
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Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
In order to finalise this funding agreement, the Mayor and General Manager are required to sign 
and affix the Council seal to two copies of the attached Funding Agreement Variation.  
 

 Variation of funding agreement - Walgett Youth Facilities Support Project 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolves to: 
 
1. Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign and affix the Council seal to two copies 

of the Variation of Funding Agreement for the Walgett Youth Facilities Support Project . 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Variation to Funding Agreement, in duplicate for signing only 
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18. VARIATION OF FUNDING AGREEMENT – WALGETT YOUTH 
RESOURCES 

REPORTING SECTION:  Community Services  

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer  

FILE NUMBER:   09/1458 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council received grant funding from the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services 
and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) to facilitate Youth resources project in Walgett.  
 
This report is seeking Council to sign and seal variation documentation relating to finalising funding 
requirements. 
 
Background: 
 
Funding was received to the amount of $20,000.00 to purchase youth related 
equipment at Walgett Youth Centre. 
 
The final report and acquittal has been lodged by Council and received by FaHCSIA  
 regarding this project and all funds expended. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The funding body is seeking Council to sign and seal two variation requests as part of the funding 
was expended following the intended project completion. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Plan 2010-2014 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Strategy 5 Year Plan 2009-2014 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
FaHCSIA 
Walgett Shire Council 
Youth and young people of Walgett  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
In order to finalise this funding agreement, the Mayor and General Manager are required to sign 
and affix the Council seal to two copies of the attached Funding Agreement Variation.  
 

 Variation of funding agreement - Walgett Youth Resources 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolves to: 
 
1. Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign and affix the Council seal to two copies 

of the Variation of Funding Agreement for the Walgett Youth Resources project. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Variation to Funding Agreement, in duplicate for signing 
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19. PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURES POLICY & PROCEDURE  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Glen Warren – Acting Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/354 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To adopt the draft Public Interest Disclosures Policy and Procedure and place on exhibition for a 
period of 28 days as per the requirements of the Local Government Act, 1993. 
 
Background: 
 
The Protected Disclosures Act 1994 sets out the system under with people working within 
the NSW public sector can make complaints about the functioning of the public sector in a 
way that minimises the risk of reprisal. 
 
The things people can make disclosures about are corrupt conduct, serious 
maladministration, serious and substantial waste, a failure to properly fulfil functions under 
the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 and pecuniary interest contravention 
under the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Council received correspondence from the NSW Ombudsman’s Office notifying Council of 
amendments to the Protected Disclosure legislation. 
 
The Protected Disclosure Act 1994 was renamed the Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994. This Act 
applies to all public authorities in NSW and covers the public sector including all state government 
agencies, Councils, state-owned corporations and universities. 
 
Under the Act Walgett Shire Council is required to adopt by October 2011 a policy and procedure 
for receiving, assessing and dealing with protected disclosures. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 
NSW Ombudsman guidelines and model internal reporting policy for organisations and local 
government 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
Council must adopt a Public Interest Disclosures Policy and Procedure as required by the change 
in the Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
Nil 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

25 October 2011  Page 153 of 218 

Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Staff 
Independent Contractors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
There are no external financial implications.  The policy and procedure was developed in-house. 
 
Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
It is now appropriate for Council to adopt the draft Public Interest Disclosures Policy and Procedure 
and place it on exhibition for a period of 28 days as per the requirements of the Local Government 
Act, 1993. 
 

 Public Interest Disclosures Policy & Procedure 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council adopt the draft Public Interest Disclosure Policy and place the draft policy on 

public exhibition for a period of 28 days as per the requirements of the Local Government 
Act 1993. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Draft Public Interest Disclosure Policy and Procedure 
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20. CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 31 
August 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank and 
invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account at any 
time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As at 30 September 2011 the operational bank account’s balance was $1,699,683.01. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

Operational Account Bank Reconciliation

As at 30 September 2011

$

Opening Ledger Account Balance as at 1 September 2011 4,181,799.26       

Add: Receipts 2,525,527.12       

Add: Recalled Investments

Less: New Investments (2,750,000.00)      

Less: Payments (2,257,643.37)      

Closing Ledger Balance as at 30 September 2011 1,699,683.01       

Balance as per Bank Statement  as at 30 September 2011 1,727,802.61       

Add: Receipts not banked 462.35                 

Less: Payments not presented (28,581.95)           

Closing Balance of Bank Account 1,699,683.01        
 
No Term Deposits were recalled in September 2011. 
7 New Term Deposits were made in September 2011 to the value of $2,750,000.00. 
 
 
As at 30 September 2011 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$8,024,493.99. The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits       $8,000,000.00 
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Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $     24,493.99 
 
The market values disclosed for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market 
values as at 30 October 2010 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
09/1772/0010  September 2011 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-02/008 Investments Report To Council 2011-2012 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council have now established an on-call  account to allow investment of surplus funds for a shorter 
term. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
As at 30 September 2011 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$9,724,177.00 represented by: 
 
Working Account Balance   $1,699,683.01 
Investments    $8,024,493.99 
  

 Cash on Hand and Investment Report as at 30 September 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 30 September 2011 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Investment Report  
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21. ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2010 - 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:  Edmund Wlodarczyk – Acting Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/178 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report recommends the Draft Annual Financial Statements and Draft Special Purpose 
Financial Statements for the year ending 30 June 2011, be referred to audit. The Statements will 
be tabled at the Council Meeting in October 2011. 

 
Discussion: 

 
Section 413, 415 and 416 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the Council’s General 
Purpose and Special Purpose Annual Financial Reports for the year ending 30 June 2011 to be 
prepared, referred to audit and audited by 31 October 2011. 
 
Council is required to authorise the referral of the Annual Financial Reports consisting of the 
General Purpose Report and Special Purpose Report to Council’s Auditor. 
 
Section 413 of the Local Government Act 1993, also requires that the Financial Reports must be 
accompanied by a Statement by Council and Management made pursuant to section 413 (2)(c) of 
the Local Government Act 1993 and made pursuant to a resolution of Council. 
 
Section 418 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993, states that as soon as practicable but not more 
than 5 weeks after the Audit Report is received, Council must give notice that a Meeting will be 
held to present the Financial Reports and the Auditor’s Report to the public. Such public notice 
must include a summary of the Financial Reports. The Financial Reports and Auditors Reports will 
be presented at the Council meeting held in November 2011. 

 
Current Position: 

 
Council are in the process of finalising the 2010/2011 Annual Financial Statements and a draft 
copy of the Statements will be presented to the November 2011 Council Meeting.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Draft Annual Financial Statements and Special Purpose Financial Statements 2010/2011. 

 
Governance issues: 
 
Section 413, 415 and 416 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the Council’s General 
Purpose and Special Purpose Annual Financial Reports for the year ending 30 June 2011 to be 
prepared, referred to audit and audited by 31 October 2011. 
  
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Spencer Steer Chartered Accountants 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Cost of Audit is provided for in the 2011/2012 Budget. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
N/A 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Once the statements have been audited that Council make provision to advertise the result of the 
Audit and make presentation at the next Council meeting.  
 

 Annual Financial Statements 2010 - 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That: 
 
1. The Draft Annual Financial Reports for 2010/2011 be referred to Council’s Auditor. 
 
2. The Mayor, General Manager and Acting Finance Manager be authorised to sign the 

necessary Financial Statements. 
 
3. On receipt of the Audited Report, a copy be forwarded to the Department of Local 

Government and the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 
 
4. Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to set the date at which the Auditors 

report and the Financial Statements be presented to the public. 
 
5. Public notice be given of the meeting date for formal presentation of the audited Annual 

Financial Reports for 2010/2011 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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22. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE 
APPLICATIONS  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1367-02 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed by Council staff under delegated authority. 
 
Background: 
 
Most Development Applications (DA) lodged with Walgett Shire Council are assessed by Council’s 
Town Planner and/or Director of Planning & Regulatory Services.  If appropriate, they are then 
approved by the Director or General Manager under delegated authority.  Only applications 
recommended for refusal, or where objections have been received from the public, are referred to 
Council for determination. 
 
Complying Development Certificate (CDC) applications which are compliant with relevant building 
and development standards, are assessed and approved by Council’s Senior Health and Building 
Surveyor, Andrew Wilson, a Building Professionals Board Accredited Certifier. 
 
Current position: 
 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director 
Planning and Regulatory Services during August & September 2011.  Document type 20 
represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents Complying Development 
Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
* Respective DA and CDC files. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008. 
* State Environmental Planning Policy No 60—Exempt and Complying Development, etc. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
DAs: DAs are assessed under against a series of “matters for consideration” specified under 
section 79C of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and any relevant statutory 
requirements (such as regulations, Interim Development Order No 1 – Shire of Walgett and State 
Environmental Planning Policies).  Section 80A of the Act provides that Council may impose 
conditions of development consent.  It is appropriate and normal practice to impose conditions that 
are related to the nature and scale of the development, as well as the environment in which it will 
occur. 
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CDCs: Standards for complying development are defined by the relevant State Environmental 
Planning Policy (SEPP).  Sub-section 85A(7) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 provides that Council cannot refuse a CDC application which complies with the relevant 
development standards and regulatory requirements (eg plans and specifications demonstrate 
compliance with the Building Code of Australia).  Conditions that apply to a CDC are specified by 
the SEPP under which the application is approved. 
 
A simplified overview of development classification and approval processes are provided in the 
diagram below. 

 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
DAs: A Statement of Environmental Effects is required to be lodged with a DA that contains 
environmental information appropriate for the nature and scale of the development, as well as the 
setting in which it is proposed to occur.  Under statutory requirements, some developments of a 
large scale and/or proposed for a sensitive area may require significant additional supporting 
environmental information. 
 
CDCs: Complying development is restricted to certain types of land use, particular zones and may 
be excluded from environmentally sensitive areas, bush fire prone land, etc. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public, applicants, Council, Department of Planning 
 
Financial implications: 
 
Part of the costs incurred assessing and inspecting respective developments is recovered from 
application and inspection fees. 
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Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the report on Development and Complying Development Certificate applications dealt 

with by Council staff under delegated authority during August & September 2011 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
ATTACHMENT A - DAs & CDCs approved August & September 2011 
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23. STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT REPORT 2010-2011 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1523 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The draft Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report for 2010-2011 was recently publicly 
exhibited.  It is recommended that Walgett Shire Council adopt the report as amended. 
 
Background: 
 
Currently Councils are required to prepare a supplementary State of the Environment report (SOE) 
for each financial year and make that report available to the public, as well as submitting it to the 
Division of Local Government, Department of Premier and Cabinet.  Supplementary reports 
provide an update on existing issues, as well as outlining new ones that have arisen since the 
previous SOE. 
 
Walgett Shire Council is committed to developing a Community Strategic Plan by 30 June 2012, in 
conjunction with recent legislative changes.  It is expected that this will lead to greater integration 
between Council’s planning processes and future state of the environment reporting. 
 
Circular 11-18 from The Division of Local Government states: 

 
 
A draft SOE report for 2010-2011 was circulated to Councillors via e-mail dated 1 September 2011 
and a hard copy provided at the 22 September 2011 Council meeting. 
 
Council resolved at a meeting held on 22 September 2011 to: 
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Current position: 
 
The draft SOE report was publicised via: 
* The Spectator, a newspaper published in Walgett on 28-9-2011. 
* The Ridge News, a newspaper published in Lightning Ridge on 29-9-2011. 
* Council’s web site. 
 
As part of the publicity program, the public was invited to make submissions regarding the report 
prior to the close of business on 10 October 2011. 
 
As of 11 October 2011 when this report was prepared, a single submission was received from 
NSW Farmers (Attachment A). 
 
With regard for the issues raised in the submission, sections “3.1 Clearing” and “3.2 Opal Mining” 
within the draft SOE report have been revised and amended.  The most significant change has 
been the inclusion of more detail on pressures arising from opal mining (Section 3.2.1). 
 
The revised draft SOE report was distributed to Councillors via e-mail on 12 October 2011 and a 
hard copy will be provided at the Council meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Circular 11-18 from The Division of Local Government, dated 8 August 2011. 
Local Government Act 1993. 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, especially former clauses 218 to 226. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of the 

area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
The SOE report provides the community with an overview of key environmental issues within the 
Shire. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, community, Division of Local Government – Department of Premier and 
Cabinet. 
 
Financial implications: 
 
Costs associated with the preparation of the draft SOE report have been met from existing 
budgets. 
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Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Do nothing:- This option is not recommended because Council is legally obligated to submit a State 
of the Environment report to the Division of Local Government (See Circular 11-18). 
 
Conclusion: 
 
It is in order for Council to now adopt the draft SOE report subject to any amendments considered 
appropriate.  
 

 State of the Environment Report 2011-2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the submission from NSW Farmers dated 10th October regarding the draft Walgett 

Shire State of the Environment Report 2010-2011 
 

Note and endorse the Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report 2010-2011, as 
amended. 
 
Submit the Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report 2010-2011, to the Division of 
Local Government, Department of Premier and Cabinet, as a component of Walgett Shire 
Council’s Annual Report. 

 

Write to NSW Farmers and thank them for their interest and submission regarding the 
Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report 2010-2011.  Noting that sections “3.1 
Clearing” and “3.2 Opal Mining” within the report were revised and amended, with the most 
significant change being the inclusion of more detail on pressures arising from opal mining 
(Section 3.2.1). 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Letter from NSW Farmers dated 10th October 
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ATTACHMENT A – LETTER FROM NSW FARMERS DATED 10th OCTOBER 
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24. MATTERS FOR BRIEF MENTION, PLANNING & REGULATORY 
SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin, Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/434 

 

 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Division during August and September 2011. 
 
a) DRAFT WALGETT LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 2011 

On 21 July 2011 the General Manager submitted the draft Walgett Local Environmental Plan 
2011 to the Regional Director, Western Region of the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure, with a request that it issue a section 65 certificate to enable the plan to be 
publicly exhibited.  A formal response to that letter has not been received. 
 

b) DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION - WALGETT POLICE STATION 
On 16 June 2011 UGL Services Limited lodged a Development Application for a new Walgett 
Police Station, valued at $10,296,000. 
 
Previously clause 13B of State Environmental Planning Policy (Major Development) 2005, 
provided that Development Applications for emergency services facilities with a capital 
investment value of more than $5,000,000 must be determined by the Western Region Joint 
Planning Panel (JRPP).  This clause was recently repealed, but a similar requirement arises 
from State Environmental Planning Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 (See Part 4 
of SEPP & item 5 in schedule 4A of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979). 
 
The proposed development includes two dwellings, but no dwelling floor plans, elevations or 
Basix certificates were provided in the initial application documentation.  The application has 
been held in abeyance pending UGL submitting the mandatory supporting information. 
 
Upon receipt of the additional information: 
* Council is obligated to have its planning staff prepare an assessment report which is 
submitted to the JRPP. 
* The elected Council may make a submission to the JRPP regarding the application. 
* The JRPP determines the application 
 

c) URBAN ADDRESSING PROJECT 
Installation of street number plates on buildings in Lightning Ridge by volunteers from the 
Lightning Ridge Men’s Shed is expected to be completed by the end of October. 
 
A review of street numbering in Walgett has commenced and the initial batch of street 
numbers has been delivered.  A group willing to install the numbers on a voluntary basis is 
being sought.  
 

d) CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATE APPLICATION – SUPERMARKET LIGHTNING RIDGE 
An application for a Construction Certificate for a new supermarket at Lightning Ridge was 
received (approved under Development Application 2009/005).  The proposed building had a 
floor area of about 2,573 square metres and estimated construction cost of $3,375,000.   
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The applicant subsequently withdrew the application after being advised that the fees for the 
Construction Certificate (CC) and mandatory inspections would be a minimum of $20,000.  
They have stated that they will be using a private certifier to provide these services.  Council’s 
fee estimate was based on the need to engage an A1 accredited building certifier from private 
industry or another Council to undertake a significant proportion of the work required. 

 
e) ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & BUILDING SURVEYOR POSITION 

Doug McLennan commenced employment with Council on 18 July 2011 and obtained A4 
accreditation with the NSW Building Professionals Board on 9 August 2011 (BPB No. 1848).  
This enables him to undertake building inspections under supervision. 
 

f) TOWN PLANNER POSITION 
The Town Planner position was advertised during September 2011 and several applications 
received.  Interviews are scheduled for early October. 

 
g) CONTRACT BUILDING CERTIFICATION & ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

Brian Vaughan, a consultant building certifier from Narrabri has provided some building 
certification and environmental health services during the period, especially while Andrew 
Wilson, Council’s Senior Environmental Health and Building Surveyor was on leave for three 
weeks. 

 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director of Planning 
& Regulatory Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report by the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services on matters for brief 

mention, or information only, be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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25. WATER RESTRICTIONS POLICY 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:  Siegfredo O Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   09/1508 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Water Restriction Policy was approved on the 27 October 2009 subject to review after one 
year of its formal adoption. The policy has been reviewed, and this report recommends that Council 
accept the review and its amendments. 
 
This report also provides Council the reasons why a policy is needed to conserve water and not to 
hamper the economy and lifestyles of the community.  
 
This report furthers recommends to delegate Council’s authority to serve penalties for breaches of 
water restrictions to the General Manager. This power will then be delegated administratively by 
the General Manager to the appropriate Council staff. 
 
Background: 
 
The Water Restriction Policy was first presented to Council’s Ordinary Meeting on the 29 
September 2009. The Water Restriction Level 1 sets out the following table: 
 
Use of water systems such as hand held hoses connected to the water scheme supply, micro-
spray or automatic irrigation sprinklers for lawns and gardens is prohibited other than the following 
times:  

 
a) Residential premises from 5:00am to 8:00am and 6:00pm to 10:00pm daily. 
b) Public parks, sport fields and school grounds from 8:00 pm to 4:00 am, Mondays to 

Fridays (for fully and non-automated sprinklers) 
c) Commercial premises from 8:00am to 4:00pm Mondays to Fridays. 

 
The fundamental principle of Level 1 Water Restriction above was accepted, except to Commercial 
Premises.   
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Council then resolved the following on 27 October 2009:  

 

 
 
The Resolution 335/09 adopted was once again amended on 15 December 2009 as shown in the 
following:  
 

 
 
Current Position: 
 
Walgett Shire Council’s Water Restriction Levels. All restriction levels remain the same except for 
Level 1 which is currently set out in the following table: 
 

i. Residential premises from 5:00am - 9:00am and 6:00am-10:00pm daily 
ii. Commercial premises and non-automated sprinklers in public parks, sport fields, schools 

and hospital grounds from 7:00am to Midday. 
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Position Comparison to others: 
 
1.  What other NSW Councils are doing? Similarly, with Walgett Shire Council, most of the 72 

Councils within NSW have their brand of water restriction. One main reason for is they take 
their drinking water from diverse sources and therefore, different levels of water restrictions 
apply.  

 
 There are some towns who introduced a ‘user-friendly’ term to conserve water like the 

Narrabri Shire Council. This Council adopted a normal ‘permanent water conservation’ 
measure for drinking water as illustrated below: 

 

 Sprinklers or fixed hoses cannot be used between 10am to 2pm on any day.  In 
addition, watering of gardens and lawns by any other means during the heat of the day 
is discouraged.  

 

 Washing down of hard surfaces should be minimized and where possible, a water 
efficient nozzle or high pressure cleaner should be used.  In addition, washing of 
vehicles on lawns is encouraged.  

 
 As the weather warms up and demand starts to exceed the daily effective storage capacity, 

Narrabri Shire Council may consider the introduction of water restrictions. Similarly, to 
Walgett Shire Council, this Council marked their restriction levels from 1 to 4.  

 
2. What about around Australia? Whilst most states have water restriction policies, 
there is virtually no water restriction in Tasmania for domestic consumption. However, they 
have policies in placed such as in Hobart where a Water Restriction Level 1 was imposed at 
the end of 2006 not because of too little water, but they want to conserve water in case of an 
emergency, like a bush fire. This restriction was also about consumer education and 
awareness.  
 
 In metropolitan cities like Sydney and Hunter regions, penalty notices for ‘breach of 
water restriction’ offences to offending party is authorized under Section 50 of Sydney 
Water Act 1994 and Sydney Water Regulation effective 01 November 2003.    
 
 Most Councils serve penalty notices in accordance to Section 377(d) of the Local 
Government Act 1993. Council must delegate this function to the General Manager by way 
of appropriately worded resolution. Unless there is a resolution of Council, Council officers 
are not empowered to impose water restrictions.   
   
Legality of imposing Water Restrictions  
 
Mr. Garry Payne, the Director General of DLG released a Circular No. 99/50 on 26 July 1999 
regarding the LG (Water Services) Regulation – Review. The review culminated to 
promulgate a new regulation named as Local Government (Water Services) Regulation 
1999. The object of this regulation is to repeal and remake, with modifications, the Local 
Government (Water, Sewerage and Drainage) Regulation 1993. This Clause 5(6) gives 
Council the right to restrict water supply ‘if’ there is a shortage of supply. However, under 
Clause 5(6), Part 2 of this new regulation, Council is not to make orders restricting persons’ 
right under the Water Act 1912. 
 
Another similar provision to Clause 5(6) Part 2: General Provisions of the Local Government 
(Water Services) Regulation 1999 is Reg136 of the Water Management (General) Regulation 
2011. This regulation provides Council the power to restrict on the use of water during the shortage 
period. This would mean that Council considers it necessary to do so in order to conserve supplies 
of water as what happened to the Lightning Ridge mains break incident in September 2011. 
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Council issued the Water Restriction Level 4 Notices to the Lightning Ridge Township only, which 
outlines the following:  

 
(a)  the purposes for which water may be used,  
(b)  the times when water may be used,  
(d)  the means or methods by which water may be used 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Section 377 of Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (Water Services) Regulation 1999 LGA 1993 
Section 748 (The General Regulation-Making Power) LGA 1993 
Water Management (Water Supply Authorities) Regulation 2004  
Reg136 of the Water Management (General) Regulation 2011 
AFM – Water Restriction Policy 2009 
AFM – Water Meter Policy 2009 
AFM – Asset Management Policy 2010 
Water Management (General) Regulation 2004 
Walgett Shire Council Draught Management Plan 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Householders have the tendency to use a larger volume of water should no water 
conservation measure be in place. However, this may be neutralized when new water 
charges take effect in July 2012. 
 
Even if water restriction rules are set by Council, householders may still use larger volumes 
of water. Random audits to ensure compliance with the revised water restriction levels is 
difficult for Council. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Conserving water, especially in the summer months is important. Therefore, Council need 
an effective water minimization campaign.  
 
Council to provide statements or reminders to householders regarding their obligations to 
minimize consumption of water usage through Council’s website and newsletters, local 
newspapers, meetings and water minimization initiatives. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council consider building up its water education program funding in the 2012/13 budget 
formulation. 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
1  Council’s Authority. Both Clause 5(6) Part 2: General Provisions of the Local Government 

(Water Services) Regulation 1999 and Regulation No. 136 of the Water Management 
(General) Regulation 2011 give Walgett Shire Council the right to restrict water supply ‘if’ 
and/or ‘consider it necessary’.  Council, therefore, may wish to permanently remove water 
restrictions if so desired. 

 
2 Council’s Delegating Function. In accordance with Section 377(d) of the Local Government 

Act 1993, the General Manager has a delegated power to serve penalty notices by way of a 
resolution. Unless there is a resolution of Council, Council officers are not empowered to 
impose water restrictions.  Council, therefore, may wish to commence or continue its Water 
Policy: water restrictions and penalty charges if so desired. 

 
3 Council Introduce a Permanent Water Conservation Rule. Council may replace its Water 

Restriction Level 1 provision to a more ‘user-friendly’ term such as ‘Permanent Water 
Conservation Rule’ similar to Narrabri Shire Council. This new term may minimize negative 
criticisms that portray to hamper the economy and the lifestyles of people. However, Council 
can still impose the water restrictions should an emergency arise or the community 
consumption exceeds the town’s water daily production. The composition of this new 
measure is: 

 Hand-held hoses connected to water scheme supply, micro-spray or automatic sprinklers 
for lawns and gardens cannot be used between 10am to 2pm on any day.  

 
The water restriction levels will then be reduced to 3 instead of 4 as already approved by 
Council in 15 December 2009. 

 
Conclusion: 
 
1. Arguments on Water Usage. It has been argued that the burden of water restrictions is 

shouldered by all water users despite the fact that users with a high value of discretionary 
water may be willing to pay for greater water security. This case is possibly true to towns 
where Councils have an effective collecting system using water meters. In Walgett Shire 
Council, charges are made only by assessments. Householders practically have the freedom 
to use water at their own will. 

 
2 Comparing to Electricity Usage. It is a valid argument that it does not make sense for Council 

to have permanent water restrictions, just as there are no electricity restrictions. Similarly 
described in Section 12.1 above, users with a high value of discretionary electricity may be 
willing to pay for greater security. Users are charged accordingly to their actual usage and 
therefore, can be argued as sort of already built-in restrictions in place for both the suppliers 
and users.  

 
3 Council’s duty of care. It is acceptable that many towns take their drinking water from diverse 

sources and therefore, different levels of water consumption apply. Collarenebri town takes 
water from the river, while Lightning Ridge, Carinda and Rowena extract their water from 
bores. Walgett is a mixture of both surface and bore water.  

 
Water restrictions can be an expensive way of saving water when compared with other 
options to increase supply. One such option is to introduce the ‘user-pay’ which will definitely 
decrease the demand but increase the supply of water by a minimum of 10%. However, it is 
for the best interest to Council to implement restrictions to conserve water in case of 
emergency, like a fire, consumer education and awareness. 
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4 Council to Amend Water Restriction Rules. The existing Water Restriction Level 1 to amend 
and change to provision to a more ‘user-friendly’ term such as ‘Permanent Water 
Conservation Rule’. This new term may minimize negative criticisms that portray to hamper 
the economy and the lifestyles of people. The following changes to be made are: 

 
A. Permanent Water Conservation Measure: 

 Hand-held hoses connected to water scheme supply, micro-spray or automatic 
sprinklers for lawns and gardens cannot be used between 10am to 2pm on any 
day.  

 
B. Water Restriction Level 1: 

 Use of water sprinklers for lawns and gardens except hand-held hose are not 
allowed. The use of water on newly laid sod or planting outside this restriction is 
allowed on exceptional circumstances.  

 No hosing of hard surfaces, including personal/private vehicles at any time 

 No hoses or taps to be left running unattended except when filling pools or 
containers. 

 Washing vehicles using a bucket is permitted. 
 
C. Water Restriction Level 2: 

 Public parks, sport fields and school grounds are only able to be watered within 
the water supply allocation. 

 Washing vehicles using a bucket is permitted. 

 All other domestic and commercial watering activities are suspended.  
 
D. Water Restriction Level 3: 

 All outdoor and non-essential indoor use of water is prohibited. 

 Bulk water filling from standpipes is prohibited. 

 Fire hoses must only be used for fire fighting purposes – not for cleaning. 
 

5 Water Restriction Application Criteria. Collarenebri town takes water from the river, while 
Lightning Ridge, Carinda and Rowena extract their water from bores. Walgett is a mixture of 
both surface and bore water. There will be time that restrictions may not be applicable to 
each of these towns. Therefore, Council through the General Manager or his delegated 
representative will provide the appropriate water restriction levels required when a shortage 
of water arises in each situation.   

 
6 Water Abuse Penalty. Council to introduce the following fines for water breaches by 

individuals, commercial establishments and other institutions: 
 

6.1. First Offence – a verbal warning followed by an official warning notice  
 
6.2. Second Offence. On the-spot fine shall be imposed in accordance with the following 

categories: 
 

 Individual/Company $220 per offence 
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 AFM – Water Restriction Policy Review  

 
Recommendations: 
 
1. Council accept and approve the Water Restriction Policy Review and its amendments: 

 
  a.  Permanent Water Conservation Measure  
  *  Hand-held hoses connected to water scheme supply, micro-spray or automatic 

sprinklers for lawns and gardens cannot be used between 10am to 2pm on any 
 
  b.  Water Restriction Level 1: 
  * Use of water sprinklers for lawns and gardens except hand-held hose are not 

allowed. The use of water on newly laid sod or planting outside this restriction is 
allowed on exceptional circumstances.  

  *  No hosing of hard surfaces, including personal/private vehicles at any time 
  *  No hoses or taps to be left running unattended except when filling pools or 

containers. 
  *  Washing vehicles using a bucket is permitted. 
  c.  Water Restriction Level 2: 
  *  Public parks, sport fields and school grounds are only able to be watered within 

the water supply allocation. 
  *  Washing vehicles using a bucket is permitted. 
  *  All other domestic and commercial watering activities are suspended.  
 
  d.  Water Restriction Level 3: 
  *  All outdoor and non-essential indoor use of water is prohibited. 
  *  Bulk water filling from standpipes is prohibited. 
  *  Fire hoses must only be used for fire fighting purposes – not for cleaning. 
 
2. Council acknowledge that the water supply will vary depending on the demand requirement 

of each town and therefore, appropriate water restriction levels will be imposed when a 
shortage of water arises in each situation.  

 
3. Council publish this Water Restriction Policy prior to its commencement on 30 November 
 2011. 
 
4. Council in accordance with Section 377 of the Local Government Act 1993, delegate power 

to the General Manager to serve penalty notices for the breach of water restrictions, 
effective 30 November 2011. 

 
Moved: 
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
AFM – Water Waste Policy Review 2011 
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26. NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (NRM) MANAGEMENT 
TRAINING  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council note the half-day LGSA Training Module held at Gilgandra 
Library on 10 October 2011 commencing at 10.00am. 
 
This important training is intended for Senior Council Staff as well as Councillors. It has been 
developed with the Australian Government and delivered with the assistance of the NSW 
Environmental Trust. 
 
Background: 
 
The Local Government & Shires Associations of NSW initiated Natural Resource Management 
(NRM) professional training for Orana Regional Organization of Councils at the following locations: 
 

 07 October 2011 - Nyngan  

 10 October 2011 - Coonamble 

 13 October 2011 – Dubbo 
 
Messrs. Prafulla KC, Andrew Wilson and I attended the training in Coonamble scheduled on 10 
October 2011 along with the three senior staff and two Councillors from Coonamble Shire Council.  
 
The Natural Resource Management (NRM).  NRM is about creating healthy landscapes and 
communities. Any activity that uses, develops or conserves resources that are supplied by nature 
such as air, water, soils, land, minerals, plants animals and people is Natural Resource 
Management (NRM). NRM is therefore a ‘core’ of any local government business. 
 
In New South Wales alone, Local Government spend an estimated $1.7billion a year on NRM. 
Over the last 17 years, Councils have been required to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, 
enhance and conserve the environment in a manner that is consistently promoting the principles of 
ecologically sustainable environment.    
 
Current Position: 
 
DECCW Survey labelled ‘Who Cares About the Environment’ found that the community 
demand for environmental protection continues to grow and is ranked 3rd out of 8 
questioners put forward to the communities. 93% of the respondents ranked environmental 
protections as ‘very important’ or ‘important’. This survey showed further that 71% of the 
respondents think that Councils need to do more about the environment.  
 
Importance of NRM to Integrated Planning & Reporting. The training emphasizes on 
managing the environment effectively. This clearly demonstrated under the already 
introduced Integrated Planning & Reporting’s 4 pillars of influence. These four pillars are: 
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Social 
Economic 
Environmental 
Civil Leadership  
 
Groups 1 and 2 NSW Councils have demonstrated their due diligence or a reasonable care 
to the environment when their Community Strategic Plans (CSPs) and Delivery Plans were 
implemented. Case Studies from The Hills Shire, The City of Newcastle, Penrith City, Moree 
Plains and Coolamon Shire Councils were discussed. These Councils obviously indicated 
the importance of integrating their long-term environmental strategies into their Delivery 
Programs.  
 
The timetable for implementation of the Community Strategic and Delivery Plans for Group 
3 is 31 March 2012 and 01 July 2012 respectively. Walgett Shire Council belongs to Group 3. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Environmental Planning and assessment Act 1979 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 
Native Vegetation Act 2003 
Water Management Act 2000 
Fisheries Management Act 1994 
Noxious Weeds Act 1993 
Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 
Rural Fires Act 1997 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Walgett Shire Council is aware of the requirements in protecting the environment. Being a 
major land manager and is responsible for the most of infrastructure and maintenance 
activities of its own territorial area, Council comply with its own guidelines, policies and 
plans.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Council need to demonstrate that environment outcomes not outputs as NRM’s values must fit in 
its Community Strategic Plan. Council and the community shall decide what are the most relevant 
environmental themes and issues to consider when preparing and finalizing the CSP. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
NRM values shall fit into the Long-Term Financial Plan where long-term community aspirations are 
to be tested against financial realities. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
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Walgett Shire Council require to rank Natural Resource Management (NRM) priorities, determine 
methods of ranking these priorities and what resources to be allocated. It is apparent that an Action 
Plan may be necessary to set priorities and long-term activities. Council and the community decide 
what are the most relevant environmental themes and issues to consider when preparing and 
finalizing the CSP. 
 

 Natural Resource Management (NRM) Management Training 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. Council note the half-day LGSA Training Module held at Gilgandra Library on 10 October 

2011. 
 
2. Council note that environmental outcomes not outputs as NRM’s values must fit in its 

Community Strategic Plan (CSP).  
 
3.  Council note to rank NRM priorities, determine methods of ranking these priorities and what 

resources are to be allocated to fit in with the Community Strategic Plan.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
NRM for Councillors and Senior Management Training Modulem (Under Separate Cover) 
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27. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
FROM DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   10/585 

 

 
1. Dementia Day Care Centre, Lightning Ridge. Completed. 
 
2. Round 2 Regional Infrastructure Projects. All projects are now completed as at this 

report.  
 
3. Burren Junction 2nd Evaporation Pond. Ready to exchange contracts with the New South 

Wales Office of Water (c/o Stephen Martin, Coordinator Property and Leases) of Property 
Lot 10 DP 1134743 being Burren No. 2 Great Artesian Bore Site/Burren Junction Bore 
Baths.  Council will pay the land at the stated price of $3,780 excluding GST. 

 
4. Water Readings. First readings completed. Second reading sequence to commence on the 

third week of October 2011. 
 
5. Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program. BHC Plumbing Contractors was 

re-engaged for a period of 12 months (interim arrangement), to provide routine operation 
and maintenance services for the water and sewerage systems at the Aboriginal 
communities at  Namoi, Gingie and Collarenebri (Walli) . Council in consultation with the 
Office of Water may possibly take more active role in providing services to these villages in 
the near future. 

 
6. New Landfill Development. Evaluation of a new site between Walgett and Lightning Ridge 

in progress. Lightning Ridge landfill’s establishment of new waste cells and rehabilitation to 
commence in early November 2011. 

 
7. Country Water & Sewerage Program. Pipe line survey in progress.  
 
8. Carinda Water Supply. Water pressure is now steady at 25 psi. No complaints are received 

from the locals as at this report.  
 
9. Lightning Ridge Bore bath. Discussing with Council’s solicitor for the purchase of the land.  
 
10. Water to Miner’s Camp, Lightning Ridge. Laying of 1-inch pipe, 1.6 kms long will be 

completed on the third week of October 2011. 
 
11. Levels of Service. Reviewing information as a requirement for the development of 

Infrastructure Asset Management Plans.  
  
12. GPT at Lightning Ridge Golf Club. Construction completed. 
 
13. Lightning Ridge New Bore – Onyx Street. Drilling in progress. Council will prepare its 

application for ‘bore production’ as soon as practicable. Council got the license approval 
from LPMA. Development of brief for telemetry installation, shade construction and electrical 
installation in progress.  
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14. Walgett Swimming Pool Damaged Shade. Ordered a new structure and a new shade and 

is expected to complete in mid-November 2011. 
 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the Director Urban Infrastructure Services for brief mention or 

information only be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:   
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28. ROADS & TRAFFIC AUTHORITY FUNDING FOR SCHOOL BUS 
STOP IN COME BY CHANCE  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1288 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Road and Traffic Authority of NSW (RTA) has offered council a funding to construct a 
school bus stop in Come By Chance Road located  4 km from the intersection of the Euroka 
street and Fox street. This report advises Council of the revised fundling levels under this 
funding. 
 
Background: 
 
The Road and Traffic Authority of NSW (RTA) has offered council a funding to construct a 
school bus stop ( traffic facilities)  in Come By Chance Road at chainage of 4 km from the 
Eureka street and Fox street .  
 
The amount of this funding is $25411 +Gst. The amount will be used to construct a school 
bus stop in both sides with seal surface and two school bus stops signs. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The project has been started (11th October 2011) and will be completed by 14th October 2011. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Customer request letters, Local Traffic Committee minutes and RTA approval emails  
 
Governance issues: 
 
n/a 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Road safety  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and Users 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
WSC Management plan 2011/2012 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
n/a 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Roads & Traffic Authority – Funding for school bus stop in Come By Chance 
Road located 4 km from the intersection of the Euroka and Fox Street. 

 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council note the RTA funding for school bus stop construction 
 
2. That Council approve the note of $27,952 for this project. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 
Email from RTA noting that can fund the Bus Stop Project 
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From: VANT David G [mailto:David_VANT@rta.nsw.gov.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 6 October 2011 4:06 PM 
To: Raju Ranjit 
Subject: RE: Come By Chance Road0 Bus Stop 
 

Afternoon Raj, 
Very sorry for the delay. I am pleased to inform you I can fund the Bus Stop. 
I will send a letter of acceptance to Council in the near future. In the mean time can you 
give me a time line for the construction please. I would appreciate it if you could give this 
some priority as funding, in general, may be doubtful in the future with the RTA being no 
longer existing as of the 1/11/11!   
  

Regards 

David 
 

 
From: Raju Ranjit [mailto:rranjit@walgett.nsw.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 21 September 2011 5:16 PM 
To: VANT David G 
Subject: Come By Chance Road0 Bus Stop 

David 
 
Attached is  drawing  of Bus stop  for your  action and an  estimate amount  is $ 25411 + 
gst ( including four signs ) .  If you have any further queries, please give me a call  or 
email. 
 
Regards 
 
 
Raju Ranjit  
 
Director Engineering Services  
 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
Walgett  NSW  2832 
Ph: 02 6828 6121 
Fax: 02 6828 1608 
Mobile:  0429 667 779 
Email: rranjit@walgett.nsw.gov.au 
WEB - www.walgett.nsw.gov.au 
 

mailto:[mailto:David_VANT@rta.nsw.gov.au]
mailto:[mailto:rranjit@walgett.nsw.gov.au]
mailto:rwhite@walgett.nsw.gov.au
http://www.walgett.nsw.gov.au/
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29. 2011 AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION – 
NATIONAL LOCAL ROADS AND TRANSPORT CONGRESS  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/339 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of participation the congress by Councillors 
and staff on 16th to 18th November 2011 in Mt. Gambier, South Australia. 
 
Background: 
 
The National Local Road and Transport Congress is an annual event and councils gather as a 
united national force to develop and refine a coherent case for improved investment in local roads, 
local government owned transport infrastructure and other transport infrastructure that impacts on 
our communities. 
 
The purpose and focus of   the 2011 National Local Roads and Transport Congress is Better 
Roads are Safer Roads. 
 
Accidents due to the Australian local road conditions and other safety issues, it cost to the nation 
around $ 27 billion each year. 
 
The National Road Safety Strategy 2011- 2020 contains a range of initiatives and interventions in 
following four key areas: 

 Safe Roads 

 Safe Speeds 

 Safe Vehicles 

 Safe People 
 
One of the best ways to improve road safety is to improve the roads.  
 
Current Position: 
 
Local government and local roads play a key role in road safety and the Local roads make up 
approximately 80 % of Australia’s road network.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
ALGA News Oct 7 2011  
 
Governance issues: 
 
n/a 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Road safety  
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Stakeholders: 
 
Council and Users 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
WSC Management plan 2011/2012 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Council’s representatives will also attend a meeting with Department of Infrastructure and 
Transport regarding the Roads to Recovery program during the course of the National Congress.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
The National Local Road and Transport Congress is an annual event and an excellent chance to 
meet many councils and exchange ideas regarding local road issues and worth it to attend the 
congress. It is proposed that Council be represented by 2 Councillors, the General Manager and 
the Director Engineering Services  
 

 2011 ALGA National Roads and Transport Congress – Mt Gambier – South 
Australia 

 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council approve Councillors ________ and _________, the General Manager and the 

Director Engineering Services representing Council at the 2011 National Roads and 
Transport Congress in Mount Gambier and that expenses be paid.  

 
Moved: 
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 

 Program for National Road Congress 

 Registration Details 

 ALGA News Oct 7 2011  
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29A. AUSLINK ROADS TO RECOVERY FUNDING FOR 2011-2012 
PROJECTS 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services  

FILE NUMBER:   09/1119  

 

 
Summary:  
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of Aus Link Roads to Recovery Projects for 
2011/2012. The department of Infrastructure and Transport has approved four projects of total 
amount  $ 1,375,000.This report advises Council of the revised funding levels under this funding. 
 
Background: 
 
Council has funding allocation under the Roads to Recovery Program from 1st July 2009 to 30th 
June 2014. The total allocation is $ 4,675,507 (2009-2014). Council has received $3,059,314 up to 
date.  
 
2011/2012 funding has currently been allocated as follows:  
 

Project Funds Project Description Proposed 
Completi
on Date 

Remarks 

Pagan Creek Bridge   located 
approximately 1.2 km from the 
Intersection of the Pagan Creek 
Road  and Mercadool Road 

$385,000 Replacement of the existing 
timber girder, joists and planks 
by pre cast concrete slab, 
guardrail, approach roads and 
renomattress ( bank protection) 

December   
2011 

Previous 
estimate was 
preliminary 
estimate only. 

Mercadool Road ( Rural  Road) 
from start point 0 km to 3 km 
measured from the intersection 
of Castlereagh Highway and 
Mercadool Road 

$ 450,000  Gravel re- sheeting in 3 km  in 
length  x 7 metres width 

November  
2011 

Withdrawn 

Come By Chance Road (Rural 
Road), from start point 21 km to 
26 km measured from the 
intersection of Fox Street and 
Euroka Street. 

$ 410,000 Reconstruction and sealing 
work  for approximately  5km in 
length x 7 metres  

April 2012 Total estimate 
is $ 
810,000.00. 
The balance is 
funded by RTA 

Cryon  Road from start point 
400 m to 3.4 km measured from 
the intersection of Kamilaroi 
Highway and Cryon Road 

$450,000 Construction and  sealing  for 3 
km long x 8 m wide 

June  2012  Will be in a 
schedule as 
soon as the  
harvest 
finishes   

Pitt Street between Euroka 
Street and Neil Street in Walgett 

$130,000 Reconstruction and seal of 
existing pavement 
approximately 370 metres in 
length x 8 metres width on both 
sides of the existing central 
section. 

May  2012  
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Current Position: 
 
Detail design for the Come By Chance Road and Investigation on structural strength of the existing 
sub structure (pier and abutment) of the Pagan Creek Bridge (new name is Coolang Bridge) has 
been completed. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents:   
 
Department of Infrastructure and Transport - approved work schedule   
 
Governance issues: 
 
n/a 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Road safety 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and users 
 
Financial Implications:   
 
WSC Management Plan 2011/2012 
 
Alternative Solutions / Options: 
 
n/a 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Auslink Roads to Recovery Funding for 2011-2012 Projects 

 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council note the Roads to Recovery funding for the projects. 
 
2. That Council approves the note of $1,375,000.00. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 

 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
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30. MONTHLY REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES – 
OCTOBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress and issues relating to Roads and 
Bridges in the period since the report was prepared in late September 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
RTA – Road Maintenance Council Contract 
 
Road 
No. 

Road Name Activities 
Comments 

SH12 
Gwydir (Walgett - Collarenebri-
Moree) 

Shoulder Grading, Routine patching 
works and routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts, litters and debris 
maintenance. 

On going 

SH18 
Castlereagh (Coonamble-Walgett 
Lightning Ridge) 

Routine patching works and routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts, litters 
and debris maintenance. 

On going 

SH29 
Kamilaroi (Narrabri-Walgett-
Brewarrina) 

Shoulder Grading, Routine patching 
works and routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts, litters and debris 
maintenance. 

On going 
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Regional Roads  
 

Road No. Road Name Activities 
Comments 

RR202 
Merri Merri (Carinda -
Quambone) 

Maintenance grading & routine inspections done.  
Completed 
on10/08/2011 

RR329 
Merrywinebone 
(Collarenebri-Burren 
Junction)  

Heavy patching work as well as the routine 
patching works and routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance.   

New Signs 
installed 

RR333 
Carinda (Carinda-
Warren) 

Flood damage heavy patching work as well as 
the routine patching works and routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts maintenance 
done.  

New Signs 
installed 

RR333 
Cumberdoon Way 
(Walgett-Carinda) 

Flood damage heavy patching work as well as 
the routine patching works and routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts maintenance. 

 

RR383 
Pilliga (Pilliga-
Connamble) 

Routine inspections and patching  
Done 

RR402 
Gingie (Walgett-
Cumborah) 

Routine patching works and routine inspections, 
signs, guideposts maintenance  

Done 

RR402 
Llanillo (Cumborah-
Lightning Ridge) 

Routine patching works and routine inspections, 
signs, guideposts maintenance  

Done 

RR426 Bill O'Brien Way  Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

RR426 Ridge Road 
Maintenance Grading, Routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance done.  

(Completed 1
st
 

Aug) 

RR426 Shermans Way Routine inspections and Flood damage works  Done 

RR437  
Bangate (Lightning 
Ridge-Goodooga) 

Routine Inspection done.  
Inspection done 

RR457 
Gundabloui 
(Collarenebri - 
Mungindi) 

Flood damage heavy patching work as well as 
routine inspections, signs, guideposts 
maintenance.  

New Signs 
installed. 

RR7516 
Billybingbone (Carinda-
Warren) 

Maintenance grading, Routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance done.  

Completed 22
nd

 
July 

RR7716 Come By Chance 
Reformation and Maintenance grading, routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts maintenance 
done.  

Completed 3
rd

 
Aug 

 
Shire Roads 
 

Road 
No. 

Road Name Activities 
Comments 

SR1 
Franxton Road 

Maintenance grading work done. 
Completed 19

th
 

August 

SR2 
Bellara Lane 

Maintenance grading work done. 
Completed 7

th
 

September 

SR3 
Clarkes Lane 

Routine inspections  and maintenance grading  
Completed 20

th
 

September 

SR5  Cryon Road Flood works  Completed 

SR7 
Pampas Road Maintenance Grading, Routine inspections and sign 

maintenance done. 
Grading Completed 
3

rd
 August 

SR12 
Millie Road Pothole repair, Routine inspections and sign 

maintenance . 
Done 

SR13 Woodvale Road Routine Inspection and sign maintenance Inspection done 

SR14 Baroona Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR15 Pokataroo Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 
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SR16 Mercadool Road Routine Inspection and sign maintenance  Done 

SR17  Tareela Lane Routine Inspection and sign maintenance  Done 

SR19 Springs Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR21 
Meadow Plains 
Road 

Maintenance Grading, Routine inspections and sign 
maintenance. 

Grading Completed 
28

th
 July 

SR24 Marlbone Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR25 Wombo Lane Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR26 
Hardies Lease 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR27 Colrose Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR28 Wingadee Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR30 Nilma Road Reformation Work going on. Done 

SR31 
Gungalman 
Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance done. Floodwork 
reformation going 
on 

SR32 Gilwarny Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR33 Teranyan Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR34 Bowra Lane Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR38 
Wanourie Creek 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR40 
Ginghet Road Flood Works, Routine inspections and sign 

maintenance done. 
Flood works 
completed. 

SR41 
Green and 
Branders Road 

Maintenance grading done. 
Done 

SR43 Bushs Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR45 
Bore Head Road 

Flood works  
Water over  the 
road. 

SR46 Bonanza Road Routine Inspection & Sign maintenance Done 

SR47 
Schmalkuche  
road Routine Inspection  

Grading will be 
started on 24 Oct 
2011 . 

SR48 
Boorooma Creek 
Road 

Routine Inspection  
Done 

SR51 
Millencowbah 
Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR52 Willis Road Maintenance Grading  Done 

SR53 Koomalah Road Flood damage regarding and re-sheeting work Done 

SR55 Burranbaa Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR57 Epping Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR58 
Regans Road 

Maintenance Grading Done. 
Grading Completed 
2

nd
  August 

SR59 Moomin Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR60  
Marra 
CreekRoad 

Scheduled to be inspected.  
Inspection done 

SR61 Cambo Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR64 
Mission Road 

Routine Inspection done. 
New signs are 
ordered 

SR66 Perrottets Lane Routine inspections and sign maintenance Done 

SR67 
Collarenebri 
Mission Raod 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance done.  
New signs are 
ordered 

SR68 Haines Hut Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 
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SR69 Wooloroo Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR70 Lone Pine Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR71 
Rossmore Lane 

Maintenance Grading done. 
Completed 23

rd
 

July 

SR72 

Middle Route 
road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  

Maintenance 
grading will be 
started from 5

th
 Oct 

2011. 

SR73 Miralwyn Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR74 
Lochlomond 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  
Inspection done 

SR75 Gidginbilla Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR76 Maroubra Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR77 Nedgara Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR79 
Pagen Creek 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  
Inspection done 

SR81 
Mac Masman 
Road 

Floodworks 
Done 

SR82 Proctors Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance Done 

SR83 
Drilldool Road 

Reformation grading and Floodworks done. 
Completed 26

th
 

August 

SR84 Fred Reece Way Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR85 Tungra Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR86 Kia-Ora Raod Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR87 
Burren Bore 
Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance  
Done 

SR88 Fabians Road Flood damage regarding and re-sheeting work Done 

SR89 Belaba Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR90 Fairview Road Flood damage works and maintenance grading done. Completed 21
st
 July 

SR91 Three Mile Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR92 Strathmore Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR94 
Ivanhoe 
Crossing 

It is not a shire road anymore  
Done 

SR95 
Banarway 
Crossing Road 

Maintenance Grading  
Done 

SR96 Saleyards Road Routine Inspections done. Done 

SR98 Lorne Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR101 
Wilby Wilby 
Road 

Routine patching works and routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance  

Road Closed at 
Lake Cochraine 

SR102 
Angledool Road 

Flood damage regarding and re-sheeting works done 
Maintenance 
grading will be 
started shortly 

SR103 
Bugilbone Road 

Maintenance Grading done. 
Completed 27

th
 

August 

SR110 
Kurrajong Road 

Reformation Grading going on. 
Council grader 
working. 

SR111 
Narran Lake 
Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance  
Done 

SR112 Brewon Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR113 Binghi Road Flood damage resheeting and reformation work  Done 

SR114 Bogewong road Flood damage resheeting and reformation work  Done 

SR115 Aberfoyle Road Flood damage resheeting and reformation work  Done 
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SR116 Goangra Road S Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR117 
Beanbri Road Scheduled to be inspected.   Done and jet 

patching work done  
to  reopen the road 

SR118 Yarraldool Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR119 Hollywood lane Routine inspections and sign maintenance done. Done 

SR121 Pian Creek Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR122 Old Burren Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR123 
Rowena Road Routine patching works and routine inspections, signs, 

guideposts maintenance. 
 

SR124 
Dundee Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance  
Grading will be 
started shortly. 

SR125 
Glen Eden Road Maintenance grading done. Routine inspections and 

sign maintenance  
Completed 22

nd
 

Sep, 2011. 

SR126 
Purtles Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  
Flood  Works in 
progress 

SR127 Boora Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR128 Camerons Lane Flood damage works and maintenance grading done. Completed 19
th
 July 

SR129 
George Sands 
Way 

Scheduled to be inspected.  
Inspection done 

SR131  Oneils Road way Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

 
Unused Grids 
 

Road 
No. 

Road Name Activities 
Comments 

SR30 Nilma Road Two grids to be removed Site meeting has been conducted  with the 
property owner  
Verbally Agreed to remove as per Council 
Policy. 
 
Council is preparing estimates and schedules for 
the work. 

RR7716 Come  By 
Chance 

One  grid to be removed Site meeting has been conducted  with the 
property owner  
 
Verbally agreed to remove as per Council 
Policy. 
 
But this needs to be relocated at approximately 
23 km chainage( measured from the intersection  
of Fox Street and Come   Eureka street) 
Council is preparing estimates and schedules for 
the work. 

SR21 Meadow Plains 
Road 

Two grids to be removed Site meeting has been conducted  with the 
property owner 
 
Verbally agreed to remove as per Council Policy 
for one grid and   has not given a decision for 
another one. 

SR5 Cryon Rd Two grids   Investigation in progress 

SR59 Woodvale Road One grid Investigation in progress 

SR16  Mercadool Road Three grids 
 

Site meeting has been conducted  with the 
property owner  
 
Needs to stay.  
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Two ramps owned by National parks 
(representative Gerard O’connor 0427711361) 
and is under   Investigation  progress 

SR52  Willis Road 
 

Three grids to removed  
Site meeting has been conducted  with the 
property owner  
 
Verbally agreed but raised about fencing to 
install and some fence done previously but 
payment not done by council yet. 
 
 
Council is preparing estimates and schedules for 
the work. 

SR126 Purtles Road One grid to be removed Site meeting has been conducted  with the 
property owner 
 
Verbally agreed.  
 
Some issue was raised about fencing which 
were done previously but never been paid. 
Council is preparing estimates and schedules 
for the work. 

 
Current Position: 
 
SR 45 and SR 101 are still under water. Most of the roads have been graded and programmed for   
another inspection.  Estimations for SR101 and Grawin Bridge have been submitted to RTA for 
approval. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
n/a 
 
Governance issues: 
 
n/a 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Flood water 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and Users 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
WSC Management plan 2011/2012 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
n/a 
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Conclusion: 
 
2011/2012 Maintenance programme has been placed and works are on progress accordingly. 

 
 Monthly report from Director Engineering Services – October 2011 

 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the regular monthly road & Bridge report. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reports of Committees 
 
The Plant Committee Report will be raised in Closed Committee 

 

Questions for the next Meeting 
 
To be determined at the meeting 
 

Confidential Reports/Closed Council meeting 
 
Nil 

 

Close of Meeting 
 
 


