
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, 26 October 2010 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in the Walgett 
Council Chambers on Tuesday 26 October 2010, commencing at 10.00am to discuss 
the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 

 Please note that there will be an Australian Citizenship Ceremony 
commencing at 9.00am 

 

 There will also be a presentation made by Country Energy to the Councillors 
at 10.00am on the following topics: 
 
 Infrastructure Investment – Customer benefits, Network Performance 

 Pricing – Why such a large increase? 

 Power Mate, community energy management initiative 

 Local Update – Staff update from local Field Service Centre, Recent Network projects, 
planned major projects, sponsorships 

 Intelligent Network and Renewable Energy, solar Systems 

 Safety – Putting people first, Public Safety, Floods 

 Simple Energy Savers, Where does your household energy go? Energy answers, helping our 
customers 

 
 

 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 

financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 

as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  

A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the 
interest is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 

of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 

A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the 

person or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 

However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is 
being considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 

expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 

A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 

There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the 
conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 

A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and 
I would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now 
reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  

(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

1. Walgett Shire Council Mayoral Minute – Tourism Billboards ................................... 32 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given .................................................................. 34 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice ...........................................................................34 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER 

2. Circulars received from the Local Government Department of Premier  
and Cabinet – October 2010 ................................................................................... 37 

3. Circulars received from the Local Government and Shires Association of NSW – 
October 2010 .......................................................................................................... 44 

4. Monthly Calendar - October 2010 ........................................................................... 46 
5. Review of Council Policies and Procedures ............................................................ 50 
6. Draft Community Strategic Plan – Progress ............................................................ 52 
7. Reporting on Disclosure Returns ............................................................................ 53 
8. Works Programmes – 2010/2011............................................................................ 55 
9. Council Decisions Action Report–28.09.10 ............................................................. 57 
10. Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from General Manager – 

October 2010 .......................................................................................................... 63 
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DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

11. Debt Recovery Progress Report ............................................................................. 66 
12. Report on Youth Development and Services – July to September 2010 ................. 68 
13. Community Development and Tourism Quarterly Report  

(July - September 2010) ......................................................................................... 72 
14. Cash on hand and Investment Report as at 30 september 2010 ............................. 76 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

15. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications ....................... 79 
16. Development application – Fuel tank & Light Tower ............................................... 82 
17. Development Application – Dementia Day Care Centre ........................................ 100 
18. Urban Addressing at Lightning Ridge .................................................................... 120 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

19. Stormwater and Drainage Valuation Report .......................................................... 131 
20. Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from Director Urban 

Infrastructure Services .......................................................................................... 146 

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

21. Matters generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Rural 
Infrastructure & Support Services – October 2010 ................................................ 153 

16. Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

GENERAL MANAGER  

1. Review of Organisational Structure.......................................................................... 3 

 DIRECTOR CORPORATE & COMMUNITY SERVICES  

2. Industrial Dispute Hearing ....................................................................................... 7 
3. Offer from Pallier regarding Assessment 6312 ........................................................ 9 

 DIRECTOR PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES 

4. Derelict Buildings, Herbert St, Collarenebri .............................................................20 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

5. Professional Fee Proposal – Aboriginal Water and Sewerage Program .................25 

19. Close of Meeting 
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3. Apologies 

Nil 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 
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 Confirmation of Minutes of Council meeting 27 September 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Minutes of the Council meeting held 27 September 2010 be confirmed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

Nil 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

1. WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL MAYORAL MINUTE – TOURISM 
BILLBOARDS 

COUNCIL MEETING:  27 October 2010 

SUBJECT:    Tourism Billboards 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1754 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that money that was allocated in the tourism budget for Tourism 
Billboards for the Shire be allocated to the Tourism Billboard Committee at Lightning Ridge to 
install the revised billboards that they have negotiated. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
At the April 2010 Council meeting, Council approved $73,665 from its existing tourism budget for 
the production of the Visitor Information Guide and that the remaining amount of $43,930 be 
allocated from the 2010/11 baseline tourism budget. 
 
This money was to be used for Council’s Tourism Branding Resource production and it was 
highlighted in this report various products that Council could use the money for. One of the items 
listed was for Billboard Production, which included $1,500 per billboard for artwork, and rental for 
$5,200 per year which equates to $26,800.00 
 
At the June Council Meeting I gave the then General Manager, Ray Kent a photograph of a new 
billboard sign that had been erected at Narrabri and requested this matter be further investigated. 
The Lightning Ridge Billboard Committee have investigated options for billboards and have been 
able to negotiate 14 billboards (slightly smaller) for the same price as was quoted in the April 
Council report.  
 
The paperwork for this investigation was given to the Director Corporate & Community Services 
and I asked Ray for a report regarding the investigation of these billboards in comparison to the 
ones that have been quoted on in April, to come back to the next Council meeting.  
 
To date there has been no report or memo to Councilors in relation to the billboards.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
Lightning Ridge Billboard committee 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Nil for Investigation 
 

 Walgett Shire Council Mayoral Minute – Tourism Billboards 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That $26,800 be allocated to the Lightning Ridge Billboard committee to be used for the 
implementation of 14 billboards for Walgett Shire Council be further investigated. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

 
Councillor Murray 
 
 Development of more land and light industrial development in the Shire 

 
Motion: 
 
That Council investigate the feasibility of developing more land for housing and light industrial 
development in the Shire. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded: Clr 

 

 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

Nil 

12. Councillors Questions with Notice 

 
Clr Greenaway: 
 
Question 1: 
 
Has a quote been accepted for the electrical repairs to the Rowena Hall & what were the details 
of the successful quote? 
 
Response: 
 
The General Manager advises that the Rowena Hall projects are in round 2 ($10,000) and round 
3 ($5,000) of the RLCIP.  It is one of the projects where responsibility had recently been 
transferred from the DCCS to the DUIS.   The three quotes obtained for the work range from 
$6,000 to $14,500 (approximately) and in view of the large variation the quotes are being 
reviewed to ensure that they cover all the costs involved as it is believed some may have been 
prepared without an actual site visit.  If the cost of works exceeds $10,000, then the acceptance 
of quotes will be delayed until the agreement for round 3 funding is finalised. 
 
Question 2: 
 
When will the signs for the primitive camping area which were promised to be erected on the 
roads from Walgett & Mungindi, be erected? 
 
Response: 
 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advises that my Department has arranged the 
approval of certain signs by the NSW RTA because it was proposed that they be placed on a 
State Highway.  The signs at Collarenebri have been installed. The signs at Walgett have not 
been installed because the correct signs have not yet been supplied for installation.   
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Question 3: 
 
When is council going to remove the damaged carport/lube bay in Wilson Street Collarenebri or 
are they going to wait until a sheet of iron blows off the building and results in a person being 
injured or damages a person’s property and the council being sued? 
 
Response: 
 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advises that as per previous advice on this matter, 
the landowner is responsible for the safety of their premises, not Council.  A report has been 
submitted to the October Council meeting recommending that Council note that a demolition 
order issued for the premises on 1 September 2010 has not been complied with.  The report also 
notes that Council now can legally undertake the work required by the order, and recommends 
that Council allocate a budget to enable the building to be demolished.  
 
Question 4: 
 
When is the annual meeting of Namoi House going to be held? 
 
Response: 
 
The Director Corporate & Community Services advised as soon as audit is received from auditor 
 
Clr Keir 
 
Question 1: 
 
Where we are up to with repairs to Shire road 7716 Walgett Pilliga road, most importantly the 
side track for the Wangan bridge & the small bridge which is due to be demolished on the 
Walgett end at the 20km point? 
 
Response: 
 
The Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services advises that some work has been 
completed in preparation for the demolition of 13 Mile Bridge and to minimise delays by wet 
weather. It is proposed to raise the height of the Wangan Side Track, but we are not in a position 
to confirm a time for commencement of these works. 
 
Question 2: 
 
Where are the bridge contractors are up to with the replacement of the 7 bridges particularly the 
Epping bridges off SR 7716? 
 
Response: 
 
The Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services advises that they are working on the bridges 
concurrently. The deck is complete on 26 Mile, piles are complete on Sparkes, and Cumberdoon 
and Epping bridges are ready for piling.  All bridges have trafficable side tracks at the time of 
writing.  The piling subcontractor should be available Monday 18 October.  The intention is to pile 
the Epping bridges first unless wet weather prohibits access when they arrive (as was the original 
plan).  Then Cumberdoon and Castlereagh Bridges will be piled in that order.  Preparation works 
are in place jointly with the contractor to prepare the Castlereagh site for piling even if the river 
rises to 1m (it is currently at 0.2m). 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

26 October 2010  Page 36 of 155 

Question 3: 
 
Some time ago at a Council meeting we put aside money, I think $30k for a feasibility study to 
upgrade SR 7716, has this been completed? 
 
Response: 
 
The Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services advises that refering to the Rural 
Infrastructure and Support Services Capital Works Program 2010/2011.  This project is currently 
in line with that program, although it is unlikely that the Brief would be issued prior to January 
2011. 
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13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

Nil 

14. Reservation of items for Debate 

Nil 

15. Reports of Officers 

2. CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET – OCTOBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Copies of circulars received 10-23 to 10-24 from the Local Government Division Department of 
Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention of 
councillors: 
 

 10-23 – Updated Practice Note No. 15: Water Safety and Water Safety Week 2010 

 10-24 – Swimming Pool Safety Campaign 2010 
 
It is proposed to list all the circulars received from the Local Government Division each month so 
that all councillors are aware of the various issues being raised at a Departmental level. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Obviously come circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

26 October 2010  Page 38 of 155 

 

 Circulars received from the Division of Local Government – October 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the information contained in the Departmental circulars 10-23 to 10-24 from the 

Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Circular No 10-23 – Updated Practice Note No. 15: Water Safety and Water Safety Week 2010 
Circular No 10-24 – Swimming Pool Safety Campaign 2010 
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3. CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
SHIRES ASSOCIATION OF NSW – OCTOBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Copies of weekly circulars received from the Local Government and Shires Association since the 
September Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of councillors: 
 
Issue 36 – 17/09/10 
Item 13 – Workforce Planning 
Item 18 – RTA Road Maintenance Council Contracts (RMCC) 
 
Issue 37 – 27/09/2010 
Item 5 – Garage Sale Trial 
Item 6 – the 2010 – 2011 LGSA Remuneration Survey 
Item 14 – Coaching skills for Leaders 
Item 15 – In-house training Workshop 
Item 17 – Draft Planning Regulations on Exhibition 
 
Issue 38 – 1/10/2010 
Item 11 – Rural Research & Development Corporations Draft Report 
Item 12 – EOI – Climate change action planning Workshop 
Item 13 – Funding for Plague Locust Control 
Item 14 – Local Government (State) Award 2010 
Item 24 – Murray – Darling BASIN Plan – Guide and Consultation 
 
Issue 39 – 8/10/2010 
Item 5 – Modernising Local Government groups – new Sessions 
Item 9 – Strategic Regional Leadership for the future Conference 
Item 14 – New Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Legislation 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The circulars are a source of information to identify available grant funding. 
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 Circulars received from the Local Government and Shires Association of NSW 
– October 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the information contained in the weekly circulars from the Local Government and 

Shires Association be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

26 October 2010  Page 46 of 155 

4. MONTHLY CALENDAR - OCTOBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Monthly calendar of Council activities 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly in-
house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff to plan 
their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
  
In recent times, some Councillors have missed meetings or not been aware of when they have 
been scheduled. In addition to requesting outside organisations to send meeting notice and 
minutes direct to Council’s various representatives, where notification is received meeting dates 
will be listed on the Strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar and the representative(s) 
names flagged. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Monthly Calendar – October 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the regular monthly calendar as an agenda item to the monthly 

meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Calendar for October, November and December 2010. 
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5. REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/355 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To review the approach to formatting of Council’s policies, codes and procedures 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It has been noted that Council’s various policies and/or codes are generally supported by a 
second document which sets out procedural issues in relation to those policies. 
 
I am more used to a system where procedural issues are embodied in the policy or code 
document as far as is possible. This means that policies are generally only changed by Council 
resolution following extensive community as required by the relevant local government or 
supporting legislation, codes are again varied by Council resolution but without the need for 
community consultation.  Standard operating procedures are decisions taken at the General 
Manager’s level 
 
It is believed that the approach Council currently uses could place too much responsibility on 
senior management staff and too little at a Councillors level. 
 
It is proposed to revise the approach and gradually introduce relevant procedural issues into the 
actual policy/code documents themselves as this will ensure an appropriate consultation process 
is followed when changes are being made or the various policies and codes are reviewed 
periodically. 
 
Those procedures remaining will also be updated and become “standard operating procedures” - 
issues that affect routines management matters which can be varied by the General Manager 
and where appropriate following recommendation made at a staff level. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Policy Manual 
Walgett Shire Council Procedures Manual 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council staff and councillors 
Local Community 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The will be no financial impacts from the proposed approach. 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
It is believed that the approach proposed will lead to more open and transparency of Council’s 
management practices. 
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 Review of Council Policies and Procedures 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council endorse the recommendation of the General Manager and note that the revised 
approach to the format of Policies, Codes and standard operating procedures will be 
progressively introduced when the various documents are revised. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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6. DRAFT COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN – PROGRESS 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/299 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To review progress to date with regards the preparation of the Draft Community Strategic Plan. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A copy of the draft plan as at July 2010 has been circulated to all Councillors under separate 
cover. 
 
It is proposed to hold a short workshop to review the documentation prepared so far following the 
October 2010 Council Meeting.  If this timing is not suitable, Council will need to nominate an 
alternate time and date for the proposed workshop. 
 
It is proposed that the workshop would run for approximately one hour. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Draft Community Strategic Plan (July, 2010 version) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
A key feature of the new process is the establishment of a resourcing strategy which includes the 
preparation of a ten year financial plan, a ten year asset management plan and a four year 
workforce strategy. 

 
 Draft Community Strategic Plan - Progress 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted and a workshop to review the draft document be held 
following the October, 2010 meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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7. REPORTING ON DISCLOSURE RETURNS 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 

FILE NUMBER:   10/581 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Divisions 1 and 2 of Part 2 (Duties of Disclosure) of the Local Government Act 1993, provide that 
"designated persons" are required to "submit written returns of interest" within three months of 
becoming a "designated person" and at least annually thereafter. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Designated persons include: “the General Manager”, “other senior staff of Council”, “a person 
(other than a member of the senior staff of the council) who is a member of staff of the council or 
a delegate of the council and who holds a position identified by the council as the position of a 
designated person because it involves the exercise of functions under this or any other Act (such 
as Regulatory functions or contractual functions) that, in their exercise could give rise to a conflict 
between the person’s duty as a member of staff or delegate and the person’s private interest”. 
 
Designated persons (and Councillors) are required to lodge written returns of their interest 
(including interest in property and trusts, sources of income, persons to whom a debt is owed, 
interests and positions in Corporations, positions in trade unions and professional or business 
associations) which are to be tabled before Council and held in a Register to be controlled by the 
General Manager. The returns are to be updated at least annually. 
 
At the August 2010 Council meeting, disclosure forms from Councillor Walford, Councillor 
Woodcock, Councillor Lane, Councillor Murray, Councillor Greenaway and the General Manager 
Don Ramsland were presented to Council with the September Council Meeting receiving 
disclosure forms from Councillor Martinez, Councillor Colless, Councillor Smith and Councillor 
Keir. 
 
At the September 2010 Council meeting, the following positions were deemed as “designated 
persons”: 
 

1. Director, Corporate and Community Services 
2. Director, Planning and Regulatory Services 
3. Director, Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 
4. Director, Urban Infrastructure Services 
5. Finance Manager 
6. Technical Officers with expenditure authority of $20,000 or greater 
7. Stores Officer 
8. Support Services Co-ordinator 
9. Senior Tourism Development Officer 
10. Roads Engineer 
11. Urban Utilities Engineer 
12. Manager Community Development and Tourism  
13. Senior Finance Officer 
14. Senior Health and Building Surveyor 
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A memorandum has been sent to the holder of the above positions outlining Council’s resolution 
at the September 2010 Council Meeting and asking them to complete the disclosure form and 
return it by 31 October 2010. 
 
It is anticipated that at the November 2010 Council meeting that Council will receive all 
outstanding disclosures forms from designated staff. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Staff, councillors and citizens 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Reporting on Disclosure Returns 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the General Managers report. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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8. WORKS PROGRAMMES – 2010/2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/1455 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report set out the works programmes for the various divisions 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The attached works programmes for each division set out when the various works included in 
Council’s budget for 2010/2011 are programmed to be undertaken. 
 
However, the schedule is subject to change at short notice to cater for emerging situations and 
emergencies such as flooding which require staff and resources to be diverted to other higher 
priority works as and when situations arise. 
 
For this reason it is not always possible to keep the broader community fully up to date or 
complete works in accordance with the adopted works programmes. 
 
However, it is proposed to give appropriate publicity to various elements of the works 
programmes immediately before commencement so that the general public can be more aware 
of both planned and actual commencement and completion dates. 
 
It is believed that this approach will in part overcome some of the criticism Council has received 
in the past, particularly with regards roads and bridge construction.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Works Programmes for 
1. Corporate and Community Services 
2. Planning and Regulatory Services  
3. Urban Infrastructure Services 
4. Rural infrastructure and Support Services 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Council Staff 
Walgett Residents and Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
It is not believed making this information more accessible will create any additional costs.  Any 
public notification would be by way of existing council publications and media releases. 
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 Works Programmes – 2010/2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted and the various works programmes be adopted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Works Programmes for (Under Seperate Cover)  
 
1. Corporate and Community Services 
2. Planning and Regulatory Services  
3. Urban Infrastructure Services 
4. Rural infrastructure and Support Services 
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9. COUNCIL DECISIONS ACTION REPORT–28.09.10 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland - General Manager  

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A Schedule will be provided to each Council Meeting which summarises action taken in respect 
of matters considered at the previous meeting of Council. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached is the Action Report related to the September 2010 Council Meeting. The Report 
summarises action in respect of all Resolutions as well as any other matter raised at the Meeting 
which required action. The Report does not repeat Resolutions etc as these are contained in the 
Minutes of the previous Meeting which are included elsewhere in the Agenda. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Agenda and Minutes of the September 2010 Council Meeting 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and Executive Team 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Council decisions Action Report – 28.09.10 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be received.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment:  
 
Action Schedule 
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10. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM GENERAL MANAGER – OCTOBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/1455 

 

 
a) YOUTH WEEK 2011 FUNDING 

Council has just completed its funding agreement for Youth week 2011. Walgett Shire 
Council was allocated $1230 for youth activities in our local Government Area. 

 
b) WHISTLEBLOWING ARTICLE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT MAGAZINE 

An article recently published in the Local Government Management Magazine on 
Implementing a whislteblowing program in the public section” has highlighted that 
organisations should adopt a policy of “When in doubt’ to encourage the reporting of 
wrongdoing and that organisations need to improve their performance in supporting and 
protecting persons who come forward with reports of wrong doing. 
 

c) LOCAL GOVERNMENT (STATE) AWARD 2010 
On 7 and 8 October, the Associations’ Executives endorsed, on a without prejudice basis, a 
proposed new award to replace the Local Government (State) Award 2007.  
 
Consequently, the Associations offered to local government unions a proposed new Local 
Government (State) Award 2010, the provisions of which include: 
 Increases in salary:  

 2.6% (min $19) from 1 November 2010  

 2.15% (min $17) from 1 July 2011  

 3.25% (min $23) from 1 July 2012  

 3.25% (min $23) from 1 July 2013  
 Increases to expense and work related allowances.  
 An undertaken not to pursue increases in rates of pay and existing allowances (other 

than to increase salaries and existing allowances in accordance with the terms of the 
award) until 1 July 2014.  

 Changes to award conditions of employment.  
 
The matter is listed for further conciliation before the Industrial Relations Commission of New 
South Wales on 13 October and hearing on 28 October 2010. It is anticipated that a new 
award will be made by consent on 28 October.  Progress on the matter will be advised to 
councils in due course. 

 
d) COUNCILLOR INFORMATION SEMINARS – Series II – schedule of dates and locations 

and registration process  

Series two of the Councillor Information Seminars are open for councilors to attend, which is 
being provided free of charge. General Managers are also invited to attend. The purpose of 
the seminars is to explore some key areas of governance which will assist councillors in 
performing their duties during the second half of their term. 
Seminar Locations and Dates - It is intended to hold at least 26 seminars. They will be ½ 
day sessions in multiple locations across metropolitan and regional NSW. Councillors will 
have the choice of which seminar they attend.  
Seminar Content - The seminars are focused on providing key information about current 
issues and are designed to encourage group discussion and sharing of ideas.  
The content of the seminars will focus on: 
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o Getting the most out of the new financial quarterly reports 
o Appointment and oversight of General Managers 
o Conflicts of interests update – “Avoiding the traps”.  

 
Registration Process 
Please contact Jodie Campbell of the seminar location in which you would like to attend.  
 

e) NARRABRI-WALGETT BRANCH LINE 
It is noted that the State Transport Minister recently made an announcement with regards 
the upgrading of the Dubbo-Coonamble branch line costing $18.5m  Around the same time, 
mention was made that if local communities saw a similar need for the Narrabri-Walgett 
branch line that they should be preparing a submission supporting the case for upgrading. 
 
This issue will be discussed with relevant stakeholders over the next few weeks with a view 
to determine what action, if any, needs to be taken at a Council level. 
 

f) AIR SERVICES 
Following the recent resumption of air services into Cobar on a trial subsidised basis by 
Brindabella Airlines, a watching brief is being kept to identify if and when approaches should 
be to likely carriers for the resumption of services into other western ports.  At this stage, 
Bourke and Walgett would be the ports likely to attract the largest throughput and so 
discussions have been held at senior management level to devise a strategy to progress 
negotiations over the coming weeks and months. 
 

g) COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 
One of the requirements of the new integrated planning legislation is that Council establish a 
community Engagement Strategy.  At present Council’s Consultation Policy and Procedures 
are being reviewed to ensure that all requirements of the new legislation are being met.  
Should the need arise, an appropriate report will be prepared for Council’s consideration. 
 

h) EXTENSION OF TIME TO LODGE ANNUAL STATEMENTS. 
Owing to a delay in finalising information required to complete asset management 
requirements, it has been necessary to formally request the Department of Local 
Government for a one month’s extension for the lodgement of Councils 2009/2010 annual 
statements of account and they will lodged no later than 29 November, 2010. 
 

i) AUDITORS’ PRESENTATION 
Current legislation requires that Council’s Auditors make an annual presentation to Council 
at a public meeting once the annual statements of account have been completed.  At this 
stage that Auditor’s presentation is being planned for Council’s December, 2010 Meeting. 
 

j) LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN PROGRESS 
Following a recent meeting with Council’s Planning Consultant, Department of Planning staff 
and Council staff, a revised timeline for the completion of our draft LEP and associated 
documents was negotiated and a detailed report will be submitted to the November meeting.  
At this stage it would appear possible that the draft LEP could go on public exhibition as 
early as February next year and be completed mid-year depending upon Department of 
Planning considerations. 
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k) VISIT BY NSW GRANTS COMMISSION 

Council has been advised that the NSW Grant Commission will visit Walgett Shire on 25 
November, 2010. 
 
This is the first visit of the Commission since August 2000 and it represents a valuable 
opportunity for Council and discuss with the Commission the various disadvantages facing 
Council.  The format of the meeting is yet to be determined but it would be appropriate for all 
Councillors to make themselves available for the meeting. 
 

l) RELEASE OF MURRAY DARLING BASIS PLAN/VOLUMETRIC WATER LICENCES 
Both of these issues need to be the subject of discussions with neighbouring Councils to 
possibly determine a joint response once further information is available. 
 
It is noted that presentation with regards the Murray Darling Basin Plan are scheduled for 
Dubbo on Wednesday 4 November and Bourke on Thursday 5 November.  It is suggested 
that Councillors should try and attend one of these meeting to acquaint themselves with 
relevant local issues.  At this stage it appears the recently received report is not being very 
well received right across the State. 
 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from General Manager – 
October 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the General Manager for brief mention or information only be 

received and noted wording of the recommendation here 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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11. DEBT RECOVERY PROGRESS REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate & Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Bronwyn Newton – Customer Service Officer - Finance  

FILE NUMBER:   09/745 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a current progress report on the Debt Recovery Action undertaken to 
recover outstanding arrears. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The total number of debts referred to SR Law as at 30th September 2010 is 553 totalling 
$1,574,684.72. 
 
As at 30/09/2010, Walgett Shire Council has received a total of $1,007,981.30 in outstanding 
rates arrears payments, being 64.01% of the total outstanding arrears referred to SR Law. 
 
Walgett Shire Council and SR Law continue to have a good working relationship and are 
successfully recovering the outstanding arrears on Council’s Rates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council – Debt Recovery Flow Report as at 30th September 2010 
Summary Report Information Comparison Graph 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Decreasing rates outstanding debts and increasing revenue. 
 

 Debt Recovery Progress Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the Debt Recovery Flow Report and the Summary Report Information 

Comparison Graph. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Summary Report Information Comparison Graph 
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12. REPORT ON YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICES – JULY TO 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763  

 

 
Summary:   
 
This report presents a brief overview of Youth Development programs and  services planned, 
implemented and completed for the period  July  2010 –  September  2010. Programs, initiatives, 
events highlighted in this report are directly in line with Walgett Shire Youth Strategy - A five year 
plan, 2009 – 2014 action plans. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background); 
 
Highlights 

 NSW Local Government Youth Week 2010 - top 3 finalists  

 ACT/NSW 2010 Regional Community Awards – Walgett Shire Youth Council, top 10 
finalists  

 Youth Council executive member awarded Best Speaker NSW Youth Parliament Program 

 Stable attendance numbers at all Youth Centres 

 School Holiday Programs – high attendance numbers 

 Updated equipment/ resources at youth centres   

 Successful targeted initiatives implemented throughout Shire 

 Strengthened partnerships with service providers as outlined in Youth Strategy  

 
After School Activities 
Youth Centres across the Shire are all operational with after school care offered from 3.30pm – 
6.30pm at Walgett and 3.00pm – 6.00pm, at Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri.  Programs and 
events implemented for the reporting period include cooking, Wii challenges, pool / table tennis 
competitions, sports orientated games and arts and crafts. Attendance numbers of young people 
at centres across the Shire remain stable.  
 
All three Youth Centres throughout the Shire have recently purchased new resources and 
equipment including arts and crafts, cooking utensils, sporting, and Wii consoles and games. Our 
youth development teams have hosted and partnered in several events and initiatives including 
NAIDOC community celebrations and National Child Protection Week 2010.  
 
Vacation care services 
July: The Shire youth development team vacation care services operated for the full two week 
holiday period from 5th – 16th July in Walgett, Lightning Ridge, Grawin and Collarenebri. Included 
in the July program were visits from the Storm Co crews which spent a full week in the 
communities of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri.  Vacation Care programs throughout 
the Shire continue to record exceptional attendance numbers. Young people engaged in arts, 
crafts and sports focused events, dance parties, health and well being workshops, kite making 
and local excursions. Total attendance numbers for this period: Grawin - 152, Lightning Ridge- 
618, Collarenebri – 420 and Walgett - 636.  
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September Vacation Care programs are being implemented at time of this report and to date 
have proved popular with high attendance numbers by young people in all centres during the first 
week. 
 
September: programs focused on cultures, entertainment and skill enhancement with the Korean 
traditional dance troop from Sydney conducting workshops and performances in all centres. 
Following their workshops young people were offered the experience of indulging in Korean food 
with the troop hosting “Korean cook ups” at all centres.   
 
Youth Centres 
The Walgett centre has recently upgraded resources and equipment through the successful 
funding grant from FACHSIA. The centre will soon purchase multi media equipment and other 
resources as identified by the young people.  Internet access will soon be available at the 
Walgett Youth Centre through a partnership developed with NSW Office of Rural Affairs (ORA).  
ORA have agreed to supply, install, update and cover all costs associated with the installation 
and access of (6) six computers to the internet. Planning is underway to offer similar access to 
the Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri Youth Centres.  
 
 An outreach program, in partnership with Youth off the Streets, will commence this school term. 
All centres will incorporate regular pool visits in weekly programs. This school term will see the 
commencement of Safe Families Inc “building relationships - youth and families” monthly BBQs 
at Lightning Ridge Youth Centre.  
 
NSW Youth Parliament  
Youth Council members Danielle Rennie and Brent Richards excelled in the recent NSW Youth 
Parliament Program, representing our Shire with distinction. Brent was awarded “Best Speaker 
2010 NSW Youth Parliament” from over eighty (80) other participants from throughout NSW.   
 
Partnerships 
During the reporting period the youth development team have worked in partnership with 
community organisations in the delivery of services to youth.  
  

Program/ Initiative Partner Organisations 

Engage and Encourage- remote and rural 
health initiative 

Local Schools, Outback Division of General 
Practitioners, Youth Council, Walgett 
Aboriginal Medical Service, health services in 
all communities  

School to Work Local Schools  

Youth Mental Health Beyond Blue Inc, Walgett Aboriginal Medical 
Service  

Transport- enabling transport 
disadvantaged young people to participate 
in programs/initiatives  

Ministry of Transport NSW, Youth Off the 
Streets, Walgett CDEP 

Movie nights, events at youth events Walgett Police Service, Reconnect  

Computer/ internet initiative NSW Office of Rural Affairs 

Child Protection Week events, well being 
and safety promotion  

Yawarra Meamei Women’s Group Lightning 
Ridge, Reconnect, Safe Families 

Program development,  resource sharing 
and cultural development  

National Centre for Indigenous Excellence, 
City of Sydney Youth Services, Gosford City 
Council, Walgett/Lightning Ridge and 
Collarenebri Aboriginal Elders  
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Yalari - Secondary School Scholarships   
The youth development team recently facilitated and promoted community presentations at 
Walgett and Lightning Ridge with founding Director of Yalari, Mr Waverley Stanley. Following 
assistance in application submissions from the youth development team three local students 
have been awarded full secondary School Scholarships through Yalari.  The youth development 
team has now assisted six (6) local Indigenous young people to attend high achieving secondary 
boarding schools throughout NSW and Qld.   
 
School to Work Initiative  
Currently Council have nine (9) students involved with the program throughout the Shire. 
Students are working in positions with Community Services, Rural Infrastructure and Urban 
Infrastructure.  
 
NSW Local Government Youth Week 2010 
During early August Youth Council members Marcus Weatherall and Mark Winch, Youth 
Development Officer George McCormick and Mayor Mr Ian Woodcock travelled to Sydney for the 
2010 NSW Local Government Awards. The youth development team was selected as a top 3 
finalist in the category of “Best Ongoing Commitment Youth Week 2010”. 
 
The evening was exceptional with the youth development team and Shire Youth Council 
acknowledged for their high standard of programs implemented over the past four years.  
 
The young people also presented on the subject of “their communities” at the Gosford City Youth 
Interagency in front of a wide cross section of government and non government youth services. 
The group represented our Shire in an exemplary manner.  
 
ACT/ NSW Regional Community Groups Award 2010 
The Walgett Shire Youth Council was recently named as a top 10 finalist in the “Community 
Groups” section of the ACT/ NSW Regional Community Awards. Over 400 nominations  from 
ACT and NSW were received in these prestigious awards and recognition, in this manner, is a 
tremendous acknowledgment of the importance and achievements of our Youth Council. 
 
Programs and initiatives 
Engage and Encourage. Health Outback Trek:  The youth development team in partnership with 
the University of Western Sydney’s Rural Health Club (RHUUWS), Outback Division of General 
Practitioners and Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service implemented the “live your dreams” 
initiative to communities 20th – 25th September. The project involved eight (8) student health 
professionals visiting the three larger schools and Youth Centres in Walgett Shire. Visits to local 
Health Centres, local sites and attractions, youth and family focused organisations and local 
places of cultural significance with Elders. The Rural High School Visit (RHSV) program is an 
initiative run nationally by Rural Health Clubs in each State and Territory. Clubs visit country high 
schools throughout their State and Territory to promote health careers to high school students. 
Research indicates that students from country towns are more likely to return to a rural setting to 
practice after graduating.  
 
The initiative targeted students, their families, teachers, career advisors and the community. 
Students were provided with the opportunity to get first-hand knowledge about becoming a health 
professional and the contribution they could make to their own community’s future health needs. 
The less formal youth centre events also provided a great opportunity for high school students to 
gain information about University study, including living on campus. The initiative encouraged our 
youth people to aim for the highest outcomes regarding their education and future. It also offered 
city students an insight into our remote communities in a bid to attract them to practise in our 
communities, following completion of their studies. The initiative established a working, 
meaningful relationship with city based Health students, Universities, local service providers, 
youth from our communities and will aid in building a sustainable program to encourage youth 
from our remote areas to pursue career paths relating to Health.  
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NAIDOC Celebrations: Youth development team assisted in several events and cerebrations 
facilitating dance parties in all centres along with NAIDOC themed arts and crafts and 
entertainment.  
 
Sister City relationship building: During the Walgett Festival members of our Sister City youth 
team hosted events at Walgett and Lightning Ridge. The Gosford team facilitated skateboard and 
hat design and painting with young people. Gosford City Youth Council and Walgett Youth 
Council members also staged a meeting investigating programs they can deliver in partnership to 
our youth and young people. 
 
Walgett Festival: Youth development team planned and assisted with week of events throughout 
the community. Events included the community BBQ, activities in Gray Park, workshops in 
Walgett and Lightning Ridge youth centres. 
 
Big Day out - Lightning Ridge: Lightning Ridge team were instrumental in the planning and 
staging of the very successful event at the Ella Nagy youth centre Lightning Ridge. 
 
National Child Protection Week events: Youth development team facilitated three events in our 
larger communities in recognition of 2010 National Child Protection Week. Each youth centre 
hosted, in partnership with many local service providers, youth information sessions, public 
speaking and resource distribution relating to child protection and safety. Events were celebrated 
with dance parties following. Attendance numbers were encouraging and all events were incident 
free. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Plan 2010 / 2014 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 / 2013 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, youth development team, youth and young people of Walgett Shire,  
Walgett Shire communities, service providers and local organisations/agencies 
 
Financial Implications:  
 
Budgeted for in 2009 – 2010 budget  
 

 Report on Youth Development and Services – July to September 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the quarterly report on Youth Development and Services for the period July – 

September 2010 be noted. 
  
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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13. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM QUARTERLY 
REPORT (JULY - SEPTEMBER 2010) 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:  Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Community Development and Tourism quarterly progress report. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Youth 
Youth services are progressing in line with the Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 
2009 – 2014. The Youth Development Officer will provide a progress report to Council, as a 
separate report.  
 
Tourism 
 

 Walgett Visitor Information Centre visitors during July– September = 382 

 Lightning Ridge Visitor Information Centre visitors during July– September = 10,784 
 

 Visitor Information Guide: Production of the visitor guide is progressing with the 
photographer visiting the Shire to capture required images, sale of advertising space and 
creative writing development.  A draft document is expected to be completed around the 
27th October 2010.  

 Saturday morning opening hours began on the 11th September with the Visitor Centre 
open from 10am – 1pm.  For the three weeks of the reporting period, Saturday visitation 
numbers totalled 57. 

 
Libraries 
 
Pre school literacy  
“Stories on the Floor” literacy outreach program continues to visit Namoi, Gingi and Euragai 
Goondi Women’s Group.  The project continues to develop with community visits now including 
“leave and read” books for families.  This project aims to encourage early reading and acts as a 
link between community members and the Walgett Library.  
 
Waste to Art 
Walgett Library Officers facilitated the Shire wide Waste to Art competition 2010.  The event aims 
to raise awareness of waste minimisation through art and continues to grow each year with 
increased community participation.  This year the competition was run in conjunction with the 
Walgett Festival.  
 
After 3pm Teen Literacy Group 
During the reporting period, 1784 children visited the Walgett library, after school.  Lightning 
Ridge experienced approximately 5-12 children per afternoon. In response to patron demand, 
additional computers have been installed in both libraries. 
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Children’s Story Time / Babies & Books 
Babies and Books sessions have attracted up to 20 babies each session, along with their carers.   
This program has commenced in both libraries and aims to  introduce  early reading through 
song and singing. 
 

 Story time sessions continue in both libraries with regular pre school and 
community playgroup visits.  In addition, Library Officers visit Collarenebri Pre 
School on a monthly basis.  

 
 
Library visitation 
  
New members   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items borrowed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General visitation 
 
 
 
 
Saturday morning opening hours began on the 11th September with Walgett Library open from 
10am – 1pm.  For the three weeks of the reporting period, Saturday visitation numbers totalled 
92.     
 
Community Development  
 

 Strong Colli project - Council has received funding from Attorney-General’s Department for the 
amount of $147,164.16.  The grant is one of only 14 successful applications from a total of 
1,200 submissions.  
 
The Strong Colli project aims to use capacity building and leadership development to divert 
young people from engaging in alcohol related activities and crime in Collarenebri.  The 
funding provides for the creation of an Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander identified 
Community Development Worker (CDO) for a period of eighteen (18) months.  The CDO will 
facilitate a range of activities that will connect young people to traditional Aboriginal culture 
and strengthen individual capacity for self responsibility.  Through social opportunities, 
education, support and leadership development, this project aims to address binge drinking by 
connecting young men and women to their cultural traditions. 
 
Funding agreement details are currently being negotiated with the Attorney-General’s 
Department.  
 

 Youth Options Walgett project – Council was successful in funding from Department of 
Families and Housing, Community Services & Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) for the facilitation 
of the Youth Options project.   This project aims to engage young people, in-place, in order to  

 Last quarter July- September 2010 

Lightning Ridge 55 33 

Walgett 61 41 

 Last quarter July- September 2010 

Lightning Ridge 1509 2336 

Walgett 2339 1238 

 Last quarter July- September 2010 

Lightning Ridge   720 1256 

Walgett 1449 1796 
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support them to take action on issues affecting their lives by developing positive skills and 
attitudes. The role involves provision of an after hours support, information and referral service 
to build skills and provide healthy pathways to social, educational and recreational 
opportunities. The project workers will operate within a community development model and 
focus on street work and weekend sporting events in order to reach project aims.   
 

 Art Across the Ages project - Council has received funding from Ageing, Disability & Home 
Care to facilitate Art Across the Ages, an intergenerational arts project.   The project aims to 
engage and connect senior members of the community through textile arts development.    
The project provides opportunities for development and fostering of positive relationships for 
older people of the Shire through the sharing of knowledge, skills and values.  Workshops 
have commenced for seniors to develop a collaborative piece of artwork, expressing the 
theme of “positive ageing”, for public exhibition.   

 

 The Main Street Beautification project is continuing with a traffic study of the concept design 
due to commence on the 21st October 2010.  

 

 Cultural Touring Program continued with the planning and preparation for “Kai Fech” ,  
Drumming Africa Group, performances in Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. 

 

 Support, collaborative events and community capacity building – 
 

 Collarenebri – Community development staff involved with NAIDOC celebrations and 
facilitating information sessions at Collarenebri School during Local Government Week.  

 

 Cultural Training – Walgett. The Aboriginal Liaison Officer has facilitated Cultural 
Awareness Training with Council staff and external organisations. 

 

 Community Awareness sessions completed with “Walgett Shire Open Days” facilitated for 
local schools.  

 

 Participation in the Walgett domestic violence working group. 
 

 Ageing Population Strategy – Consultation is continuing throughout the Shire in preparation 
for the development of Council’s Ageing Population Strategy.  

 

 Walgett Festival 2010 8 -14 August.  This year’s festival was driven by a community working 
group made up of Council staff, community members and representatives from local 
organisations.  The working party’s role involved value adding to the existing sporting activities 
occurring throughout the festival week.  Activities and events included an art, craft and curio 
exhibition, an exhibition by the Walgett Historical Society  and the Dharriwaa Elders Group.  
External funding was received for school and community puppet making workshops, 
throughout the week, which culminated in a giant puppet parade during the community BBQ 
lunch.  A Chickpea cooking competition also took place, in partnership with Special One 
Grain, attracting a small group of enthusiasts who entered a variety of dishes.  A planned High 
Tea was cancelled due to lack of bookings. 
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Infrastructure projects  
Regional Infrastructure Projects – Round II.   Corporate & Community Services now holds 
responsibility for two round II Infrastructure projects (Burren Junction Playground and Apex 
Playground Walgett).  The remainder of projects are now project managed by Urban 
Infrastructure.  The Burren Junction playground has been installed and the Apex Park play 
equipment is due for installation 18th October 2010.   
 
Basketball/ Netball Court Walgett.  Currently, the project is awaiting a concrete slab re-pour, 
which is expected to occur in the near future.   
Collarenebri Shade Park Structure – project is progressing with expected delivery of  shelter 
around the 22nd October 2010.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents:   
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Plan 2010 – 2014, Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal 
Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 – 2010, Walgett Shire Tourism Plan 2009 
– 2011, Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy  2009 - 2014. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in the social 
outcomes of people residing, working in, and visiting, the Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Community Development and Tourism Quarterly Report (July – September 
2010) 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Community Development and Tourism quarterly report  (July – September 2010) 

be received and noted  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
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14. CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 
30 September 2010.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank 
and invests funds surplus to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account 
at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term.  
 
 As at 30 September 2010 the operational bank account’s balance was $3,232,033.96.  The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

Operational Account Bank Reconciliation

As at 30 September 2010

$

Opening Ledger Account Balance as at 1 September 2010 4,220,580.04       

Add: Receipts 1,783,601.47       

Add: Recalled Investments -                       

Less: New Investments -                       

Less: Payments (2,772,147.55)      

Closing Ledger Balance as at 30 September 2010 3,232,033.96       

Balance as per Bank Statement  as at 30 September 2010 3,249,711.62       

Add: Receipts not banked 1,418.93              

Less: Payments not presented (19,096.59)           

Closing Balance of Bank Account 3,232,033.96        
 
As at 30 September 2010 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$5,014,358.71. The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits $5,000,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) $     14,358.71 
 
The market values disclosed for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market 
values as at 30 August 2009 and were supplied by the ANZ Group.   
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As at 30 September 2010 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$8,246,392.67 represented by: 
 
Working Account Balance   $3,232,033.96 
Investments     $5,014,358.71 
 

 Cash on Hand and Investment Report as at 30 September 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 30 September 2010 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 

Act 1993, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date

(days)

Term Deposits

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 123 6.02 633/10 12-Oct-10 $ 250,000.00

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 137 6.02 634/10 26-Oct-10 $ 250,000.00

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 151 6.05 635/10 09-Nov-10 $ 250,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 165 6.00 636/10 23-Nov-10 $ 250,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 186 6.35 637/10 14-Dec-10 $ 250,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 193 6.35 638/10 21-Dec-10 $ 250,000.00

Maquarie Bank Term Deposit 98 5.60 639/10 05-Oct-10 $ 250,000.00

Maquarie Bank Term Deposit 112 5.60 640/10 19-Oct-10 $ 250,000.00

Bankwest Term Deposit 126 5.75 641/10 02-Nov-10 $ 250,000.00

Bankwest Term Deposit 154 5.85 642/10 30-Nov-10 $ 250,000.00

Bankwest Term Deposit 161 5.85 643/10 07-Dec-10 $ 250,000.00

Bankwest Term Deposit 196 6.00 644/10 11-Jan-11 $ 250,000.00

Credit Union Australia Term Deposit 210 6.16 645/10 25-Jan-11 $ 250,000.00

Credit Union Australia Term Deposit 245 6.14 646/10 01-Mar-11 $ 250,000.00

Australian Defence Credit Union Term Deposit 91 5.66 647/11 30-Nov-10 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 98 5.75 648/11 07-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 91 5.82 649/11 14-Dec-10 $ 250,000.00

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 100 5.87 650/11 07-Jan-11 $ 250,000.00

5,000,000.00

Floating Rates Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDO)

Zircon Finance Ltd Floating Rate CDO 0.00 20-Sep-14 $ 0.00

Morgan Stanley Aces SP Floating Rate CDO 91 6.950 20-Dec-10 20-Jun-15 $ 12,165.59

Helium Capital Ltd Floating Rate CDO 92 6.7417 23-Dec-10 23-Jun-14 $ 2,193.12

$ 14,358.71              

$ 5,014,358.71    

Investment Report as at 30 September 2010  
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15. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT 
CERTIFICATE APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1367 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and 
Complying Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority 
by the Director Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during September 
2010. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public and applicants 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Note the report on Complying Development Certificate and Development Applications 

dealt with under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory 
Services or General Manager during September 2010. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Report on DAs and CDCs issued during September 2010 
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16. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – FUEL TANK & LIGHT 
TOWER  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director of Planning & Regulatory Service  

FILE NUMBER:   DA2010/036 

 

 
Summary:  
 
Development Application 2010/036 for a Containerised self bunded fuel tank and light tower 
has been lodged by Walgett Shire Council.  It is recommended that Council resolve to 
approve the application subject to appropriate development consent conditions.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council has lodged Development Application 2010/036 for a Containerised 
self bunded fuel tank and light tower on lot 102, DP 1146582 (see Attachment A for an 
overview of the development).  The site is the Walgett Shire Council works depot located in 
Euroka St, Walgett. 
 
A development assessment report (Attachment B) and development assessment review 
report is attached (Attachment C).  Ultimately Council’s town planning staff, and the 
independent reviewer, has recommended that the Development Application be approved 
subject to appropriate conditions of consent. 
 
It should be noted that Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to 
be called when a motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the 
names of Councillors voting for and against the motion to be recorded. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Documents contained in Trim record keeping system under DA2010/036. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, community. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
$660 incurred engaging a independent town planning consultant to review the Development 
Application in accordance with Council’s policy titled “P&R – Consent Authority Conflict of 
Interest Policy” (adopted by Council on 25 August 2009). 
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 Development Application – Fuel Tank & Light Tower 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Approve Development Application 2010/036 lodged by Walgett Shire Council for a 

containerised self bunded fuel tank and light tower at Lot 102, DP 1146582, Euroka 
Street, Walgett subject to the conditions of development consent recommended by 
council’s Director of Planning & Regulatory Services. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Site plan and general arrangement of tank 
B - Development Assessment Report 
C - Development Assessment Review Report 
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Attachment A - Site plan and general arrangement of tank 
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Attachment B – Development Application assessment report 
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Attachment C – Review of development assessment report 
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17. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – DEMENTIA DAY CARE 
CENTRE 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Janet Babic - Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   DA2010/027 

 

 
Summary:  
 
Development Application 2010/027 for a Dementia Day Care Centre has been lodged by 
Walgett Shire Council.  It is recommended that Council resolve to approve the application 
subject to appropriate development consent conditions.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council has lodged Development Application 2010/027 for a Dementia Day 
Care Centre as an extension to the existing Home and Community Care Centre at Pandora 
Street, Lightning Ridge.  The proposed development includes a recreational garden. 
 
A development assessment report (Attachment B) and development assessment review 
report is attached (Attachment C).  Ultimately Council’s town planning staff, and the 
independent reviewer, have recommended that the Development Application be approved 
subject to appropriate conditions of consent. 
 
It should be noted that Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to 
be called when a motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the 
names of Councillors voting for and against the motion to be recorded. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Documents contained in DA2010/027 file  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, Land and Property Management Authority, community 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
$660 incurred engaging a independent town planning consultant to review the Development 
Application in accordance with Council’s policy titled “P&R – Consent Authority Conflict of 
Interest Policy” (adopted by Council on 25 August 2009). 
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 Development Application – Dementia Day Care Centre 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Approve Development Application 2010/027 for a Dementia Day Care Centre at Lot 3 

in DP 1100315, Pandora Street, Lightning Ridge subject to the conditions of 
development consent recommended by council’s Town Planning staff. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A - Plan showing site plan, floor plan and elevations of the development 
B - Development Assessment Report 
C - Development Assessment Review Report 
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Attachment A - Plan of Development 
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Attachment B – Development Application assessment report 
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Attachment C – Review of development assessment report 
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18. URBAN ADDRESSING AT LIGHTNING RIDGE  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    James Abel - GIS Coordinator 

FILE NUMBER:   10/181-06/013 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides an overview of the status of the urban addressing project at Lightning 
Ridge.  It is recommended that Walgett Shire Council note that notification letters will be sent 
to landowners with buildings at Lightning Ridge that are not clearly identified by a correct 
street number.  It is also recommended that public consultation be undertaken regarding a 
proposal to change some street numbers in Pandora and Harlequin Streets. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A project to establish standardised urban addresses within Walgett Shire was commenced in 
late April 2010.  To date, the communities of Collarenebri, Burren Junction, Carinda, 
Cumborah and Rowena have been allocated urban numbers.  The owners of buildings within 
these communities have been provided with notification of their allocated number in writing.  
Council is currently in the process of providing building owners with a reflective street 
number plate to enable them to display their number upon their building. 
 
The next phase of this project has been to review the urban numbers within Lightning Ridge.  
Recent aerial photography (2009) supplied by the Land and Property Management Authority 
shows there is about 722 urban buildings requiring street numbers in Lightning Ridge.  The 
status of street numbering for those buildings is summarised in the table below. 
 

NUMBER STATUS QUANTITY 

Correct & readily visible street number 139 (19.3%) 

Incorrect, small or obscured number 248 (34.3%) 

No street number 335 (46%) 

TOTAL 722 

 
Given that a large proportion of the town already has a numbering system in place, it is 
desirable to maintain existing numbering where possible, even if it does not comply with the 
current Australian Standard AS/NZ 4819:2003 : Australian/New Zealand Standard : 
Geographic information – Rural and urban addressing.  The standard allows Council some 
flexibility as the addressing authority to renumber or otherwise change existing addresses. 
 
Whilst the initial assessment indicated that the majority of the current numbering in place 
loosely conforms with the intent of the Australian Standard, it is recommended that street 
number allocations in several streets be reviewed to address problems that have arisen, 
including; 
The use of lot numbers. 
Incorrect number sequencing.  
Some existing lots never have been allocated street numbers. 
Subdivisions creating new lots where there are no spare street numbers available. 
 
GEM STREET: - Although not every building along Gem Street is displaying a street 
number, those that are appear to have adopted a number that loosely complies with the 
Australian Standard, with the exception of four houses on the northern end.   
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Due to the numbering in this street being allocated prior to the subdivision of the former drive 
in theatre site there is now a shortage of available numbers for this section of street.  As a 
result three houses require a suffix as part of their address.  This will eliminate the need to 
adjust the remaining twenty five address numbers along this side of the street, minimizing 
disruption and removing the potential for any confusion.   
 
Also see Attachment A which shows the location of the three affected buildings and the 
provisional numbering for Gem Street. 
 
PANDORA STREET: - The numbering along Pandora Street has been allocated from the 
western end in an easterly direction.  Although not every building along the southern side of 
this street is displaying an address number, those that are appear to have adopted a number 
that loosely complies with the Australian Standard. 
 
Along the northern side of this street no numbers have been previously allocated to the 
hospital, HACC centre, craft centre, library or sports centre. 
This has resulted in there being a shortage of available numbers for the frontage of Pandora 
Street between Opal and Gem Street. 
 
Another problem that has arisen as a result of this sequence of numbers is that the 
numbering on the northern side of the western end of this street does not correlate with the 
numbering on opposite side of the street. 
 
As a result it is recommended that the street number of the twelve properties highlighted in 
Attachment B be renumbered because it would be impractical to create suffixes for the large 
width of street frontage between Opal and Gem Street.  Attachment B also shows the 
provisional numbering recommended for Pandora Street. 
 
HARLEQUIN STREET: - Although not every building along the entirety of Harlequin Street is 
displaying an address number, those that are appear to have adopted a number that loosely 
complies with the Australian Standard, with the exception of three houses on the eastern 
end. 
 
The numbers for these three houses have been allocated sequentially from where the 
numbering for this side of the street terminated on the parcel of land between Silica and 
Opal Street.  The third of these houses is located on Lot 8 DP 1123754 which is also 
occupied by the Lightning Ridge pool with the predominant frontage into Gem Street. 
 
This has resulted in a shortage of available numbers for the street frontage on this side of 
Harlequin Street between Opal Street and where the affected buildings are located.  It 
therefore does not provide a number for the Caravan Park that currently occupies this land, 
nor does it allow for the introduction of any new numbers should future subdivision occur on 
this land. 
 
As a result the address number of the three properties highlighted in Attachment C will 
require changing.  It would be impractical to attempt to create suffixes for such a large width 
of street frontage between Opal Street and where these buildings are located. 
 
MORILLA STREET: - Although not every building along the entirety of Morilla Street is 
displaying an address number, those that are appear to have adopted a number that loosely 
complies with the Australian Standard. 
 
A problem has arisen on the southern side of the CBD between Opal Street and Brilliant 
Street where multiple subdivisions have left a shortage of whole numbers.  As a result 
several buildings will be provided with a suffix as part of their address.  This would remove 
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the need to adjust the remaining ten address numbers along this side of the street, 
minimizing disruption and removing the potential for any confusion. 
 
See Attachment D which shows provisional numbering recommended for the western end of 
Morilla Street. 
 
AGATE STREET: - There are eleven houses along agate Street that are currently displaying 
an address number that loosely complies with the Australian Standard.  The numbering in 
Agate Street has been implemented from Harlequin Street in a southerly direction. 
 
This has left a shortage of available numbers for the northern end of Agate Street.  Whilst 
there is no buildings along this section of street that currently require numbers, a 
supermarket has been proposed to be constructed  on lot 150 DP 45069 and lot 160 DP 
725281 which will require a  street number.  It is recommended that this building be allocated 
the number 0, removing the need to renumber all other buildings along Agate Street. 
 
See Attachment E showing the location of the proposed supermarket and the recommended 
provisional numbering for Agate Street. 
 
OTHER STREETS 
It is recommended that the remaining street valid street numbers be maintained.  The 
majority of the buildings currently displaying numbers along other streets appear to loosely 
comply with the Australian Standard. 
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATIONS 
Some buildings have no numbering or incorrect numbering.  In these cases it is suggested 
that Council contact relevant land holders as summarised in the table below. 
 

ISSUE NOTIFICATION PROPOSED 

Whole town: 
No numbers in place. 
Lot numbers 

Inform affected landowners via a letter of their allocated 
number and ask them to use it. 

Gem St: 
Need to apply number 
suffixes. 

Inform affected landowners of allocated number and ask 
them to use it. 

Morilla St: 
Need to apply number 
suffixes. 

Inform affected landowners of allocated number and ask 
them to use it. 

Agate St: 
Need extra number. 

No action required at this stage because land has not been 
developed. 

Cardinal Ave: 
Random numbers. 
Lot numbers. 

Inform affected landowners of allocated number and ask 
them to use it. 

 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
In those cases where it is suggested that street numbering needs to be changed, it is 
recommended that Council undertake broad consultation with the community regarding the 
proposed changes via an information package displayed at: 
 

 Walgett Shire Council Chambers 

 Lightning Ridge Library 

 Trans Cultural Community Council office 

 Council’s web site 
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It will also be appropriate to advertise the availability of the information package and call for 
written submissions. 
 
It is also recommended that Council undertake targeted consultation with the people and 
organisations most likely to be affected by any address changes, as summarised in the table 
below. 
 

ISSUE CONSULTATION PROPOSED 

Pandora St: 
Need extra numbers 

Inform affected landowners of proposed renumbering via: 
Letter. 
Personal delivery of letter by Council’s GIS Coordinator. 
Advertisement in Council newspaper column and web site. 
Consider written submissions from community prior to 
deciding whether to proceed with renumbering. 

Harlequin St: 
Need extra numbers 

Inform affected landowners of proposed renumbering via: 
Letter. 
Personal delivery of letter by Council’s GIS Coordinator. 
Advertisement in Council newspaper column and web site. 
Consider written submissions from community prior to 
deciding whether to proceed with renumbering. 

Service provider consultation Inform service providers of the Draft Revised Lightning Ridge 
Street Number Map 2010 and information package via  
Letter. 
Personal delivery of letter by Council’s GIS Coordinator. 
This will include the Police, Ambulance, Fire Service, SES, 
RFS, Country Energy and Telstra. 

 
SUPPLY OF STREET NUMBERS 
 
Council is currently acquiring street number plates for Collarenebri, Burren Junction, 
Carinda, Cumborah and Rowena building owners which consist of a 100mm tall aluminium 
plate with a reflective yellow background and an adhesive 80mm tall black sticker attached.  
Each plate will also have a transparent seal placed over the top of the sticker that is graffiti 
proof and should assist to combat weathering or vandalism caused by stickers being 
removed. 
 
Similar plates will be ordered for all building owners at Lightning Ridge to ensure consistency 
throughout the town. 
 
Council will organize distribution of these plates but building owners will be responsible for 
fixing their number in an appropriate place. 
 
The plates will cost $6.00 for single digit number plates and $7.00 for two digit number 
plates. 
The total cost of plates for Lightning Ridge is anticipated to be about $4,880.00 
 
Given the scale of the Lightning Ridge portion of Council’s urban addressing project, it is 
anticipated that urban address numbers will be introduced on a street by street basis 
throughout Lightning Ridge.  Further adjustments may be required during implementation.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
* Australia/New Zealand Standard. Geographic information - Rural and urban addressing. 
AS/NZS 4819:2003 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, landowners, residents, emergency service providers, utility providers 
etc. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Signage costs will be met from an existing budget allocation of $20,000.00 dollars for this 
project. 

 
 Urban Addressing at Lightning Ridge 

 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the report on Urban Addressing at Lightning Ridge, as prepared by Council’s 

Geographic Information Systems Coordinator. 
 
2. Note that in circumstances where buildings at Lightning Ridge are not clearly 

identified by a correct street number and there is an adequate established address 
system in place, letters will be sent to the landholder to: 

 
 (a)  Notify them of their correct street number. 
 (b)  Request that they affix the correct street number, as supplied by Council, in a 

readily visible place. 
 
3. Engage in public consultation for at least one month regarding a proposal to change 

some street numbers in Pandora and Harlequin Streets, Lightning Ridge so that 
additional numbers can be allocated within each street.  Consultation will include: 

 
 (a)  Advertisements in Council’s newspaper column in the Ridge News. 
  (b)  Making available an information package available via the Walgett Shire 

Council Chambers, Lightning Ridge Library, Trans Cultural Community 
Council office and Council’s web site. 

 (c)  Informing affected landowners of proposed renumbering via a letter personally 
delivered by Council’s GIS Coordinator, where practical. 

  (d)  Informing service providers of the proposed renumbering via a letter 
personally delivered by Council’s GIS Coordinator, where practical.  Service 
providers shall include the Police, Ambulance, Fire Service, SES, RFS, 
Country Energy and Telstra. 

  (e)  Inviting writing submissions on the proposed renumbering. 
 
4. Consider all written submissions received on the proposal to change some street 

numbers in Pandora and Harlequin Streets, Lightning Ridge prior to making any 
decision regarding the proposal. 

 
5. Endorse the acquisition and distribution of street number plates to building owners in 

Lightning Ridge. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Attachments: 
 
ATTACHMENT A: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR GEM STREET 
ATTACHMENT B: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR PANDORA STREET 
ATTACHMENT C: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR HARLEQUIN STREET 
ATTACHMENT D: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR MORILLA STREET 
ATTACHMENT E: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR AGATE STREET 
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ATTACHMENT A: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR GEM STREET 
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ATTACHMENT B: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR PANDORA STREET 
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ATTACHMENT C: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR HARLEQUIN STREET 
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ATTACHMENT D: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR MORILLA STREET 
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ATTACHMENT E: - DRAFT NUMBERING FOR AGATE STREET 
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19. STORMWATER AND DRAINAGE VALUATION REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/231 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report recommends Council to:  
 

1. Council note and accept the Stormwater and Drainage Valuation Report 2010.  
2. Council note the Section 8: Improvement Plan of the Stormwater and Drainage 

Valuation Report 2010. 
3. Council approve, in principle, to prepare a 20 Year Stormwater and Drainage Asset 

Management Plan in 2011-12. 
4. Council consider allocating $80,000 fund for the global stormwater and drainage 

modelling plan during the formulation of 2011-12 budget preparation.   
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
In 22 December 2006, the Department of Local Government released the Circular 06-75 
regarding the valuation of non-current assets such as Roads, Bridges, Footpaths and 
Drainage. Councils were reminded to report these assets in the 2008/09 financial year and 
should refer to the Local Government Accounting Code of Practice and Financial Reporting 
(the Code) and AASB 116 (Property, Plant and Equipment).  
    
In 17 March 2009, the Department of Local Government again released a circular extending 
the time of reporting roads, bridges, footpaths and drainage assets. The Department 
recognized that it may take some time for councils to revalue these assets and in 
consultation with the Local Government Accounting Advisory Group; the timeframe for the 
revaluation of such assets were extended to 30 June 2010. 

 
Snapshot of Stormwater and Drainage Segments. The Valuation Report is based on the best 
information available when it was last compiled in July 2010. The valuation costs have 
been used as a tool to inform Council of the Stormwater and Drainage Asset 
Management Plan process. There are three areas where stormwater and drainage 
structures are mostly constructed as shown in the following table: 

 
Town Infrastructure Type Length (m) 

Walgett 

Underground Pipeline (300) 953 

Underground Pipeline (600) 4,137 

Open Channel Drainage 170 

Sub Total 5,260 

Lightning Ridge 

Underground Pipeline (450) 117.80 

Underground Pipeline (525) 219.90 

Underground Pipeline (600) 85 

Open Channel Drainage 636.70 

Sub Total 1,059.40 

Collarenebri Underground Pipeline (600) 488 

Sub Total 488 

Grand Total 6,807.40 
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The summary of Asset Value is described below: 
 

Asset 
Description 

Optimized 
Replacement 
Cost (ORC) 

Depreciated 
Replacement 
Cost (DRC) 

Annual 
Depreciation 
(AD) 

Average 
Life 

Stormwater 
and 

Drainage 
$ 1,380,602.97 $ 2,908,571.57 $ 38,820.02 nil 

 
Limitations. The complete details of recorded assets are not accurately determined but 
however, the derivation of the remaining life cycle of identified stormwater assets is prepared 
in accordance with the DLG Guidelines. 
 
No enough details available to complete the analysis of stormwater and drainage assets. 
However, formulation of future policy in dealing with these specific assets is well considered 
when progressively conducting inspections, strategies and planning by the Urban 
Infrastructure Services.  
   
The long-term Stormwater and Drainage Strategy Program. The quality of stormwater and 
drainage structures has a direct impact on over-all flood management programs. They form 
a major part of the public realm ensuring that they are safe, effective and well maintained. 
Current stormwater and drainage conditions are old, not coordinated, well-designed and 
maintained.   
 
The authoritative program of work that Council needs to implement will be prepared in 
accordance with the Levels of Service yet to be set in Council’s 20 year Stormwater and 
Drainage Management Plan. Progressive rehabilitation of stormwater and drainage 
structures will give: 
 

 Reduced and predictable maintenance costs   

 Safe walking and access conditions 

 Provide better environmental effects to public streets, parks, reserves and other open 
spaces  through good surface water flow directions  

 Public recognition of a distinct identity, reinforcing a strong and unique sense of 
place for the community. 

 Reduce flooding effects to  

 Reduced potential litigation costs 
 

The Improvement Plan. To ensure that the long-term Stormwater and Drainage Strategy 
Program is successful, the following approach is to take place: 
 

 Consider providing a budget to prepare a global stormwater and drainage  
modelling plan in the 2011-12 financial years. This includes the development of the 
20-year Stormwater and Drainage Asset Management Plan. 

 CCTV analysis needs to be completed  on July 2012 before treatment lengths are  
reviewed. Budget provision is required to undertake this activity between 2012-13 
financial years. Treatment lengths should be appropriately recorded and identified.  

 Ensure completeness of the data table files in whatever format Council will choose by 
December 2011. 

 Historical analysis of existing data should be done by July 2012 to establish actual 
life cycles of the stormwater and drainage assets. 

  Use the urban and rural pavement locations and dimensions by July 2013 to populate the 
dates for any stormwater and drainage assets were constructed date is currently null.  
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 Review the typical stormwater and drainage structure surfacing lives to see if these 
are still appropriate by July 2012. 

 Complete recording of all relevant treatment lengths technical data and information to 
existing Asset Management System software by July 2012. 

 Consider the benefits of having a more comprehensive type of Asset Management 
System software for modelling and efficient interpretation of data at all times by July 
2011. 

 Consider all stormwater and drainage assets are properly coded and recorded in GIS 
(Mapinfo) to interface with the Asset Management System by July 2012. 

 Consider using a Tablet computer from March 2011 to start the synchronization of all 
data observed in and off site all the times. 

 Consider training field staff to use Tablet computer from December 2011 in logging, 
observing faults and record correctly in accordance with the approved Asset 
Management Policy. 

 
The above steps are stipulated in Section 8: Improvement Plan of the Stormwater and 
Drainage Valuation Report 2010.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
DLG Circular 06-43: Financial Reporting 2006 
DLG Circular 06-75: Valuation of Assets at Fair Value 
DLG Circular 09-09: Recognition of Certain Assets at Fair Value 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
Council may need to increase its annual Capital Works Programme by at least $150,000 
from 2012-13 onwards. 

 
 Stormwater and Drainage Valuation Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. Council note and accept the Footpath Valuation Report 2010. 
 
2. Council note the Section 8: Improvement Plan of the Footpath Valuation Report 

2010. 
 
3. Council approve, in principle, to prepare a 20-Year Footpath Asset Management Plan  

in 2011-12. 
 
4. Council to consider allocating $80,000 fund for the global stormwater and drainage    

modelling plan during the formulation of 2011-12 budget preparation.   
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Stormwater and Drainage Valuation 2010 
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20. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 
INFORMATION ONLY FROM DIRECTOR URBAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   10/585 

 

 
a) WATER AND SEWERAGE  

 
1. Country Water and Sewerage Program. The Aboriginal Affairs NSW informed the 

NSW Office of Water regarding the $800,000 funding from ACDP on 27 September 
2010: 

 ACDP is facing significant funding shortfall and therefore, may not confirm the 
availability of $800,000 contribution at this stage. 

 
 The Aboriginal Affairs NSW (AANSW) representing ACDP will write to the 

Federal Government for additional funding and NSW Office of Water shall be 
advised of the progress or outcome. No timeframe has been provided by the 
AANSW. 

 
Accordingly, NSW Office of Water notified Council on 08 October 2010 of the 
funding situation assuming that no contribution from ACDP is immediately available: 

 
1. Approved Country Town Water and Sewerage Funding $ 4.20 million 
2. Walgett Shire Council Contribution (First Committed) $ 0.80 million 
3. Additional Walgett Shire Council Contribution  

(c/o Strengthening Basin Communities Program) $ 0.30 million 
4. NSW Office of Water - ACWSP    $ 0.975 million 
5. NSW Office of Water (c/o Aboriginal WS & S Program) $ 1.70 million 

 TOTAL $ 7.975 million 
6. New Scope of Work (NSW Office of Water-WSC) $ 8.754 million 

 Short fall $ 0.779 million 
  
NSW Office of Water intends to utilize unspent drought emergency funding of 
$130,000 approved for Walgett Shire Council on February 2007 and is now seeking 
for an approval. Should the drought money be approved for re-alignment, a further 
$649,000 is still required from other sources.  

 
2. Major Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant Failure. On two occasions last month, 

the WTP stopped operating automatically. Both failures were attributed to the aging 
computerized parts of the Master Control Switch. Veolia Company that manufactured 
the WTP and installed all its telemetry systems in 1996 advised Council the problems 
of this old Master Control Switch. Council asked Veolia to provide a report on how 
the system can be improved and the up-grades required to ensure that the WTP will 
operate continuously.  
 
Appropriate report will be submitted to the next Council meeting in November.  
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b) GRANTS 

Collarenebri Aerodrome Lighting Improvement Council received an approval notice 
of $35,000 from the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Local Government to up-grade the current lighting structure into a solar system. 
The funding arrangement of this project is 1:1 and should be completed on or before 
30 June 2010.  
 
No allocated budget is provided in this year and therefore, re-alignment of some works 
is necessary to accommodate Council’s share of $35,000. Appropriate report will be 
submitted in the next November Meeting for approval. 
 

c) ENVIRONMENTAL and FLOOD MANAGEMENT 
1. Expression of Interest – Climate Change Action Planning Workshop Council 

has submitted an Expression of Interest to the Local Government Shire Association 
(LGSA) to hold a Climate Change Action Planning Workshop in February 2011.  
This workshop consists of two modules with a total duration of 1.5 hours. As part of 
the EOI, Council need to invite staff in our region such as Coonamble, Brewarrina 
and Bourke Councils. Initial plans are already prepared, and once successful, 
Council will be notified accordingly. 

 
       This workshop is funded by NSW Environmental Trust and therefore, free to 
Council.  However, the cost of providing tea, coffee, milk and biscuits shall be borne 
by Council. The estimated number of delegates is 89 and the cost of providing light 
snacks will not exceed $356.00. 

 
2. Review Guide to the Murray-Darling Basin Plan The LGSA (NSW) have 

acknowledged the release of the Guide to the proposed Murray-Darling Basin Plan 
by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) on 08 October 2010. Councils are 
urged to review the document to ensure socio-economic impacts on regional 
communities are addressed, and that town water supplies are guaranteed and 
excluded from the application of sustainable water diversion limits. 

 
 The document outlines environmental water needs and proposed 'sustainable 

diversion limits' resulting in reductions to water availability for human, irrigation and 
industry consumptive use in individual catchments of the basin. A complete list of 
briefing sessions is attached. However, the following locations are considered ideal 
for interested Councillors to attend (GM to receive notices of attendance): 

4 November - Dubbo 

4 November - Forbes 

5 November - Bourke 
 

Delegation numbers need to be advised for catering purposes. A copy of the 
Guide is attached for information. 

 
3. Walgett Levee Up-date The detailed design, specifications and up-dated estimates 

of the Walgett Levee are expected to complete on December 2010. The first 
estimate done in 2007 was around $7.0 million and considering the changes made, 
CPI increase during the last three years. The project cost is about $8.0 million. 
Depending on the funding cash flow allocations, construction may need to be 
undertaken in stages.  

 
 A research is currently being conducted on how the project is to be funded through 

grants or from other external sources.  
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d) BUILDING AND AMENITIES 
1. Lightning Ridge Bore Baths The new steps, including some signage have been 

completed and installed in the main pool. General public feedback is very positive. 
The sealing of the car parking areas is expected to complete before Christmas this 
year.  

 
2. Flats at 32 Euroka Street Walget. Six interested parties have inspected the flats 

recently providing the general feeling value of $90-$95,000 but with no firm offers. A 
couple gave their interests on 13 October 2010 a couple  but Elders have notified 
that they were not prepared to offer more than $60-70,000 and have withdrawn their 
interest.   

 
The Elders agents believe Council accept the offer received from Clemson on 8 
October 2009 for $90,000. Council is keen on looking for a tender of at least 
$120,000. 

 
3. Walgett Medical Centre – Wee Waa Street Walgett Council has called for quotes 

for repairs to the damaged ceiling. Only one quote is received from Gwyder 
Construction amounting to $8,850 excluding GST. Council still awaiting for two 
other quotes before a decision is made.  

 
Nobody is interested in the purchase of the building as at this stage. However, the 
Attorney General Department is keen on leasing the building for three years. 
Discussions between the Building Assets and the Attorney General Department are 
in progress. 

 
e) REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM 

New Toilet Block - Collarenebri Racecourse Council has ordered the new toilet 
building at a cost of $42,179.50 for supply and delivery to the site. A $10,000 deposit 
has been paid, and delivery is estimated to be 7 December 2010 with full completion 
on 15 December 2010. Council and the Recourse Committee shall continue 
discussions regarding the footings and plumbing services need to be in place prior to 
delivery. 

 

f) CROWN RESERVE MATTERS 
1. Collarenebri Showground/Racecourse Reserve No: D630054 Council has 

applied for a portable grandstand to Land and Property Management Authority 
(formerly Department of Lands) for funding. The grant application may be approved 
late November as $3,500 grant and $1,880 loan over five years at 7.5%.  

 
Council as part of its 2011-12 budget preparation process should consider providing 
a budget and pay the loan amount in the next financial year instead of accepting 
$1,880 loan over five years. An appropriate report shall be made once this 
application is approved to Council. 

 
2. Land and Property Management Grant Change The Land and Property 

Management Authority do not give out 100% grants anymore but as part grant and 
part loan.  The funding programs offered by the LPMA to Councils are: 

 Showgrounds – funding round every 3 months  

 Parks/Sports Ovals/Reserves – funding round annually closing 30th April. 

 
3. Boat Ramp on Walgett Crown Reserve No. R69989 Council is improving the 

state of the boat ramp on this Walgett Crown Reserve. The ramp concrete slab is 
still in good condition but requires materials fill to minimize an unsafe drop on both 
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sides. Namoi River is currently in flood, preventing more dirt being delivered to the 
site. 

 
Council already cleared the overgrown weeds of the road to the ramp and a 
signage on the highway indicating the way to the boat ramp is still required. 

 
4. Boat Ramp on Collarenebri Crown Reserve No: R96633 Concern about the end 

of the concrete ramp is broken off have been reported to Council. Because Barwon 
River is currently in flood, preventing a good look at the end of the boat ramp 
cannot be performed by Council staff.  

 
Council’s Assets Staff shall investigate the possibility of 50-50 funding for boat 
ramps through “Better Boating Program” available for application on June-July 
2011.  D Councils such as Walgett Shire Council may have an increased ratio of 
funding up to 75% depending on rationality.  

 
5. Basketball Court Crown Reserve – Duff Street Walgett (Walgett Reserve No. 

R92455) Council’s Asset Staff is in the evaluation stage of endorsing a Public 
Edible Park (PEP) on one portion of this reserve (refer to Attached Map).   Initial 
analyses suggest that PEP is a promising solution for the lack of fresh food in 
Walgett community, particularly the indigenous community. This is a good Climate 
Change Strategy Initiative for Council that would potentially increase the health of 
Walgett residents and as in general, a local style solution to a global problem of 
world food famine. 

 
More information regarding the viability of the project is to be collated and 
simultaneously shall seek community feedback.  

 
No funding has been set aside by Council this year and no applications for grants 
have been applied for yet.  

 
6. Burren Junction Sports Oval Crown Reserve No.  R44101 Council with 

cooperative partnership with the Burren Junction Cricket Club will replace the mats 
over the cricket pitch with synthetic grass amounting to $1,650 including GST. The 
Burren Junction Cricket Club agreed to install the grass free on behalf of Burren 
Junction community. 

 
7. Burren Junction Borebath Up-dates 

Table and Chairs. Quotes received using blocks and concrete similar to Lightning 
Ridge Bore Bath amounting $4,048 including GST but rejected by the Health & 
Building Section as the existing slabs will not sustain the weight of proposed 
construction. Still waiting for alternative quotes are now being sought from local 
suppliers. 

 
Evaporation Pond Up-dates. Council passed Option 2 of the Resolution No. 
305/10 authorizing the General Manager to write an official letter requesting LMPA 
to request the Minister of Lands to refuse the claim submitted by NSWALC. Council 
will arrange a meeting first with the Local Aboriginal Lands Council before taking 
any further action.  
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8. Carinda Swimming Pool Crown Reserve No. 80297 

Replacement of Shade Structure The damaged shade structure at the pool has 
been replaced and re-erected 13 October in time for the swimming season. 

 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the Director Urban Infrastructure Services for brief mention 

or information only be received and noted wording of the recommendation here. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
1. Public Edible Park (PEP) Site Plan – Basketball court for Walgett  
2. Schedule of Sessions: Murray-Darling Basin 
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Dates Town Location Details 

20 October Narrabri The Crossing Theater  3-6pm 

21 October Moree Max Function Centre 9am – 12pm 

21 October St George St George RSL 2-5pm 

22 October Dalby Dalby RSL 9am – 12pm 

22 October Goondiwindi Goondiwindi Training & Technology 3-6pm 

25 October Adelaide National Wine Centre 2-5pm 

26 October Murray Bridge Town Hall, Murray Bridge 10am – 1pm 

27 October Mildura Quality Hotel, Mildura Grand 9am -12pm & 2-5pm 

28 October Melbourne Sofitel on Collins 2-5pm 

29 October Albury Commercial Club, Albury 9am – 12pm 

1 November Brisbane Brisbane Primary Industries Conference 

Centre  

3pm-6pm 

3 November Sydney The Portside Centre, Kent St, Sydney 3pm-6pm 

4 November  Forbes Memorial Services Club, Forbes 9am-12pm 

4 November Dubbo RSL Club, Dubbo 3pm-6pm 

5 November Bourke Bowling Club, Bourke 10am-1pm 

8 November Horsham Echuca-Moama Bowling Club, Moama 10am-1pm 

8 November Echuca Horsham Town Hall, Horsham  3pm-6pm 

9 November Narrandera Ex-servicemen’s Club, Narrandera 10am-1pm 

11 November ACT Region Finkel Lecture Theatre, Building 131, 

Australian National University, Canberra 

9am – 12pm 
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21. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 
INFORMATION ONLY FROM DIRECTOR RURAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE & SUPPORT SERVICES – OCTOBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services  

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor – Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1437 

 

 
a) Staff 

One Technical Officer (Maintenance) and the Quality Officer have resigned.  The Roads 
Engineer is on leave until 6 November and the Technical Officer (Construction) is on 
sick/annual Leave until 24 December.  Applications have been received for the positions 
of Specialist Plant Operator (Construction) and Plant Operator (Grader).  A number of 
key staff also have excessive leave which they will be encouraged to take to promote 
healthy work life balance and to comply with their conditions of employment. 
 

b) Fleet 
Delivery of a number of major plant items has occurred or is immanent over the next 
couple of months including: Town Truck (Collarenebri, delivered), Stabilising Tractor & 
Attachments (delivered), Garbage Collection Vehicle, 2x Motor Graders, 2x Pneumatic 
tyre Rollers, Padfoot Roller, Depot Diesel Fuel Tank, 2x Bitumen Patching/Sealing 
Trucks, Patrol/Sign/Incident Response Truck.  It is also planned to complete the 
changeover of the SES vehicle fleet at Collarenebri, Walgett, Glengarry and Carinda by 
December so that these vehicles meet Service Standards and Grader Crew Trucks can 
be upgraded to meet current load carrying requirements.  The plant replacement 
program is being reviewed and updated with particular urgency needed for the 
replacement of the gravel haulage and plant float requirements. 
 

c) Road Maintenance Council Contract (RMCC) 
NSW RTA has changed Council’s Project Manager and a good working relationship has 
built up.  Routine and Ordered Works are currently running to the agreed program.  Two 
bitumen sealing contractors have been engaged for this year’s work.  Continued on the 
job training of bitumen patching and inspection staff has improved their performance. 
 

d) General Road  and Bridge Maintenance 
Asset condition assessments have identified what is expected to be a large proportion of 
Council’s sealed road network in need of reseals within the next two years – this will 
significantly affect the funds available for capital works.  General maintenance is also 
continuously at risk of being neglected in favour of the RTA’s demands to meet the 
RMCC, especially when short staffed.  Flood damage restoration work is currently on 
hold due to unplanned staffing absences.  Coordination of maintenance grading has 
been lost and had to be re-established due to unplanned staff absences. 
 

e) Cumberdoon Way Gravel Pavement Upgrade/Flood Damage Restoration & Seal 
This project (carry over from 2009/2010) has been delayed due to access difficulties for 
the supply of gravel due to the height of the Castlereagh River, but has otherwise had 
negligible impacts due to weather this year. 
 

f) Bridge Replacement 
This project is progressing subject to the impacts of wet weather.  Over recent weeks 
Epping Road has been reopened and work platforms established for the Epping and 
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Cumberdoon Bridges.  A preliminary work platform has been established at Castlereagh 
Bridge with the hope that it will be able to be completed even if flooded.  It is also hoped 
that the piling subcontractor will complete piling for the remaining four bridges in one 
visit.  The Castlereagh Bridge has been relocated slightly to avoid demolition of the 
existing structure and the side track has been upgraded to minimise the water depth.  
Variations have been incurred to date as a result of piling conditions not expected by the 
designer, delay in the manufacture of some piles.  The cost of these variations is 
understood to be shared between Council and NSW RTA on the Regional Road Bridges 
(4 of 6). 
 

g) Wangan Bridge 
Wangan Bridge has a large hole in it where the deck has failed.  The bridge is 
permanently closed.  Subject to other priorities (also dictated by rain and flooding) it is 
intended to increase the height of the side track and install pipes so that it is more 
trafficable. 

 
h) Coonabarabran – Pilliga – Mungindi Road Upgrade Project 

Initial consultation meetings and information gathering meetings have been conducted 
by the consultants, PEECE.  Further information will be required from Council over the 
next few weeks prior to a draft report being circulated for review. 
 

i) Depot Project 
A concept sketchplan has been prepared which could apply to the existing or another 
site.  It is proposed to engage a consultant to write the Brief for the upgrade/alternate 
site evaluation prior to Council adopting a site to develop.  The Brief is unlikely to be 
issued before December.  A section of the existing depot site has been identified with 
urban Infrastructure to allow them to extend the existing Water Treatment Plant. 

 
j) Walgett Heavy Vehicle Inspection Station EOI 

NSW RTA has recalled the EOI for the above and is interested where Council is at in 
terms of a depot upgrade.  Submissions close 26/10/2010 and a basic proposal will be 
resubmitted subject to the progress of the Depot Project. 

 
k) Works Management Systems Review and Upgrade 

This project being undertaken by Constructive Solutions is about 50% complete.  A 
complete draft revision, including reviewed Safe Work Method Statements and other 
working documents is scheduled to be completed in November, although staffing 
availability and Asset Valuations may delay this project. 

 
l) Walgett Local Area Traffic Committee 

All proposals for regulatory signage and other traffic facilities (such as medians and line 
marking) are required to be referred to the Traffic Committee prior to implementation by 
Council.  Exceptions to this are primarily (a) ALL traffic facilities on State Highways must 
be approved by NSW RTA; and (b) ALL speed zones must be approved by the NSW 
RTA.  The exceptions must be referred to the NSW RTA through Council’s 
administration.  Any person can put a proposal or make a recommendation to the Traffic 
Committee by writing attention to the Chairman.  The Traffic Committee is a technical 
advisory committee to Council, not a committee of Council.  Presentations may be made 
to the Committee by proponents, however they are not permitted to observe the 
deliberations of the Committee unless they are a member.  

 
m) North West Weight of Loads Group 

The cost to Council of moving court cases to Walgett has/will be provided under a 
separate cover.  It is worth noting that 2008/2009 data shows that less than 20% of 
breaches were committed by vehicles registered to operators in Walgett Shire, and 
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6.1% (2) breaches were challenged in court: one was fined and the other was placed on 
a good behaviour bond in lieu of a fine. 

 
n) Asset Valuations 

The requirement to revalue council roads at 30 June 2010 is ongoing due to 
interruptions to the program as a result of flood responses, and other unprogrammed 
requests.  A schedule agreed with Council’s auditors should see completion of this task 
by 5 November.  The asset register has had to be completely reconstructed as previous 
administrations had not maintained it in accordance with requirements.  This has 
involved substantial fieldwork and application of engineering judgement to minimise the 
duration of the task. 

 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Rural 
Infrastructure & Support Services – October 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services for 

brief mention or information only be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 

 
 


