
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

25
th

 August, 2015 

 
 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
at the Walgett Shire Council Chambers on 25th August, 2015 commencing at 
10.00am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 
as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 
expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 
A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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1. Opening of Meeting   

 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners  

 

3. Apologies 

 

4. Welcome to Visitors  

 

5. Public Forum Presentations:  

 

5.1 Col Hundy  
Addressing Council in regards to attached letter  
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6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
 

Declaration:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
 

7.1 Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting held 28 July 2015 
 
Minutes of ordinary Council meeting – 28 July 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held  28 July 2015, having  been circulated 
be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachment 
Minutes of Meeting held 28 July 2015.  
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports - Nil  

9. Mayoral Minutes  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Governance 
AUTHOR:    Clr David Lane - Mayor 
 

 

 
Friday 31st July, OROC meeting Dubbo. 
 
Keith Rhodes gave a session on measures been taken to improve management of LGNSW 
Conference as well as his thoughts on Upper House enquiry and ways government could 
achieve LG reform without legislation via boundary commission etc. 
 
Friday 31st July, Opal Jewellery Design Awards. 
 
Well attended dinner with a large number of opal industry representatives from around the 
globe in attendance, some very nice opal jewellery on display and has been described as 
the best event for a decade. 
 
Saturday 1st August, meeting with Kevin Humphries. 
 
Discussed upcoming meetings in Sydney and crown reserve. 
 
Thursday 6th August, meeting with Adrian Piccoli Minister for Education. 
 
GM and I met with minister and local member K Humphries in relation to Walgett High 
School. Dept Secretary has agreed to attend a Council meeting so we have arranged an 
invite. 
 
Thursday 6th August, meeting with Nial Blair, Minister for Land and Water. 
 
GM and I met with minister as well as local member K Humphries to discuss the Crown 
Reserve for Opal Mining Lightning Ridge. Presented minister with a list of possible 
strategies, was well received and believe will have positive outcomes in the near future. 
 
Thursday 6th August, Local Government Awards Dinner Darling Harbour. 
 
GM, Youth Development staff as well as Youth Council representatives attended award 
night, was a very nice night with WSC been awarded Best Small Council Youth Program. 
 
Friday 14th August, Teleconference with Minister Local Government. 
 
GM and I managed to join teleconference after very short notice, main point minister 
informed us was that the Premier has directed that he now take personal responsibility for 
Far West Initiative and that he had decided to create a Far West Advisory Panel with a 
representative of each Council been required. 
 
Wednesday 19th August, Lightning Ridge Tourist Association Board Meeting. 
 
Will give a verbal report at meeting. 
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Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Mayor 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Mayor for brief mention or information only be received and 
noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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10.  Motions of which Notice has been given – Nil  

11. Presentation of Petitions – Nil  

12. Questions from Last Meeting   
 
Clr Taylor  
Question 1 
Can Council provide an update on the progress of eradication of Hudson Pear? 
Response  
The General Manager to prepare update report for August Meeting.  
 
Question 2 
Can the Director Planning and Regulatory Services include the statistics in regards to 
issuing fines for illegal dumping in the brief mentions report? 
Response  
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services will incorporate appropriate statistics each 
month.  
 
Clr Walford - Nil  
 
Clr Martinez 
Question 1  
Can Council arrange for staff to tidy up Lightning Ridge Main Street for the Opal Festival? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to take appropriate action prior to 
weekend using staff from Walgett if necessary.  
 
Question2 
Is there any problem with water pipes bursting in Lightning Ridge? 
Response 
The Acting Director of Urban Services is to investigate and advise of any issues.  
 
Clr Keir  
Question 1 
Drew attention to water meters not being read because of the location in backyards in 
Walgett.  
Response 
The Acting Director of Urban Services is to investigate and advise Clr Keir direct.   

Clr Cooper  
Question 1 
Does Council currently have an impounding Officer who can arrange for the wandering dogs 
(4 sighted) in Walgett to be picked up? 
Response  
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advises regular patrols are conducted and 
any offending animals located impounded.  
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Question 2 
Can Council inspect and repair the washout located approx. 4km from the Cumborah 
intersection on the Kurrajong Road? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action as a matter 
of urgency.  
 
Clr Greenaway 
Question 1 
Can Council install a sign on the corner of the services station in Collarenebri to indicate the 
location of the primitive camping area? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to arrange for erection of appropriate 
signage.  
 
Question 2 
Can Council investigate the pump used to clean storm water out of the Streets in Rowena 
and ensure it is in working condition? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to take appropriate action as soon as 
possible.  
 
Question 3 
Can Council arrange for a load of gravel to be placed in the gateway of the Rowena Hall? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to arrange for gravel to be delivered and spread out as 
soon as possible.  
 
Clr Woodcock 
Question 1 
Can Council prepare an update on the progress of acquisition of land at Lightning Ridge 
Western Lands for a residential subdivision?  
Response  
The General Manager advised a formal application will be made to Western Lands.  
 
Question 2 
Again raised the issue of development of land at the intersection of the Castlereagh Highway 
and Bill O’Brien Way as a rural residential subdivision. 
Response 
The General Manager will arrange for previous reports in relation to rural residential 
subdivision at Lightning Ridge to be updated as resources allow. 
 
Question 3 
Have Notice of motion for the August meeting for an independent forensic audit of the 
Lightning Ridge Water Fund.  
 
 

13.  Reports of Committees/Delegates – Nil  
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14. Reports from Officers   

 

14.1 General Manager  

COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – AUGUST 2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 
FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 
Summary: 
This schedule summarises the action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous 
meeting of Council this year. 

 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions as well as any other matters raised at previous Meetings this year which required 
action and are still outstanding. The exception is for the last meeting where items that have 
been completed are included. Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised 
with the General Manager prior to the meeting.  

 
Current Position: 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion. Overtime the register has 
grown in size because, whilst resolutions are always action after the meeting, it is not always 
possible to resolve issues quickly especially if other government agencies are involved or 
our own in-house resources are stretched. And we have to prioritise work commitments.   
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters 
awaiting attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that many of the issues which are finding their way into 
questions for the next meeting of late are really ones that could more effectively be raised 
with senior management outside the meeting forum. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Resolution Register August 2015 

 
Governance issues: 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolution should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
 
Stakeholders:  
Council and Manex Team 

 
Financial Implications:  
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
That the resolutions register be received and noted. It is requested that any queries be 
raised with the General Manager prior to meeting day facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
 

Council’s decision action report – August 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for August 2015 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: Resolution Register – August 2015
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RESOLUTION ACTION LIST  

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 11
th

 February 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 27
th

 May 2014 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/39 

1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2.That the actions of the Acting General Manager to engage Lawyer Piper 
Alderman under the funding agreement with Bentham IMF Ltd be endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Matter ongoing. 
15.04.14 Matter ongoing. Awaiting proof of debt from lawyers. 
20.05.14 Proof of claim lodged with liquidators by lawyers.  
14.07.14 Proof of claim admitted by liquidators.  
12.08.14 Awaiting further update. 
01.12.14 Ongoing.   
03.02.15 Matter ongoing. Change of lawyer to Squire Patton Boggs.  
24.03.15 Matter ongoing no further update. 
28.04.15 Matter ongoing – no further update 
26.05.15 $200,000 in draft 2015/16 budget  
23.06.15 Advice received that pymt of interim dividend will be made around July.  
28.07.15 no further update received  
18.8.15 payment authority provided  

 
 
 
 
 

27 May 2014 8/2014/10 

1. That Council obtain detailed report on cost of running all sporting services 
in Walgett Shire. 
2. That naming rights for the Lightning Ridge Pool are investigated. 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

02.06.14 Report being prepared for August 2014 meeting 
18.09.14 Deferred to October meeting.  
22.10.14 Deferred to April meeting.  
18.8.15 being prepared based on last 3 full financial years 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/12 

 
That Council approve the disposal of identified e-waste and the Reserve e-
waste be engaged to remove and dispose of the e-waste at no cost to 
Council 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

16.06.14 Project proceedings with next stage to stack and wrap on pallets.  
14.07.14 Project progressing.  
12.08.14 Project progressing. 
18.09.14 Project on hold due to other priorities.  
10.10.14 Project on hold. Interest in participating to be sought from Brewarrina 
and Bourke Councils.  
18.11.14 Project yet to be progressed.  
01.12.14 Project on hold due to other priorities.  
03.02.15 Service provider now requires e-waste to be shipped to Sydney. 
Alternative options being investigated. 
24.03.15 Alternative options still being pursued. 
28.04.15 alternative options still being pursued 
26.05.15 project on hold due to other priorities. 
23.06.15 as above  

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/21 

That the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to negotiate 2-3 year 
options on suitable land for commercial development in the Walgett CBD 
and also negotiate in relation to the possible commercial redevelopment of 
the carpark off Neilly Street, Walgett.  
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations continuing.  

22.10.14 Awaiting draft MOU.  
1.06.15 MOU being delayed because of ongoing drought conditions  

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Martinez 
Can 3 grids north of Lightning Ridge on the O’Brien’s property be 
addressed? 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Has been scheduled for inspection( 19/06/2014) 
14.07.14 Received three written quotations for fencing works. As per Grid policy, 
$4000 per grid can be contributed towards the removing the grid. 
12.08.14 Discussion took place with Mr O’Brien and waiting on his response.  
24.03.15  Received a letter re: the fencing work. Council advised him in writing 
about the Grid Policy and can pay only $4,000 per grid. 
22.7.15 an offer letter has been sent to O’Brien. 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24
th

 June 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 22
nd

 July 2014 

24 June 2014 9/2014/14 

 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the report on the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage 
Advisor, Ray Christison, during 2013-2014. 
2. Endorse and adopt the following documents, as prepared by Walgett 
Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison: 
 (a) Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2013-2014. 
 (b) Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2014-2017. 
3.Endorse submission of the documents to the Heritage Branch of the NSW 
Department of Planning & Environment. 
4.Note that Ray Christison of High Ground Consulting has advised Walgett 
Shire Council that he will cease providing heritage advisory services as soon 
as Council can find a replacement advisor. 
5.Write to Ray Christison and thank him for his work as Walgett Shire 
Council’s heritage advisor from 2008 until 2014. 
6.Seek expressions of interest for a new Heritage Advisor: 
 (a) Consistent with the document titles “How to Establish a Heritage Advisor 
Service”, published by Heritage Branch, NSW Office of Environment & 
Heritage, July 2011. 
 (b) Where feasible, in consultation with the Bourke and Brewarrina Shire 
Councils as part of a resource sharing initiative of the Outback Shires 
Alliance. 
Moved: Clr Cooper  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Director Planning & Regulatory Services is currently consultation with the 
Bourke and Brewarrina Shire Councils as part of a resource sharing initiative 
of the Outback Shires Alliance. 
Meeting held  10/9/2014 at Brewarrina to meet with Brewarrina  heritage 
advisor and discuss resource sharing.  
31.10.14 Council wrote to Office Environment & Heritage regarding facilitating 
sharing of Heritage Advisor  

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/21  

1. That the General Manager be authorised to take the necessary steps to 
resolve outstanding Title issues. 

2. That Council draft a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the 
development and exchange of the Neilly Street Carpark. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 All owners contacted and in process of arranging transfers.  

21.10.14 Solicitors advised matter nearing resolution. 
10.6.15 Councils Solicitors have advised all parties contacted and necessary 
documentation is in the process of being signed. 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/22 

1. That a detailed review of Council’s staff housing stock be carried out in 
the 2014/15 financial year with a view to preparing not only not only a 
routine maintenance programme but also a capital upgrade and 
replacement programme as well.  
2. Further that Council reaffirm the approach of transferring the income from 
any property sales to a cash backed reserve to provide for future property 
development. 
3. Council obtain quotes for upgrade of work to the 6 Vaughn Place property 
and undertake work as necessary. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

14.07.14 Matter referred to Property Officer to obtain work schedule and cost. 
12.08.14 Awaiting report from builder.  
18.09.14 Review ongoing, tenders advertised for refurbishment of 6 Vaughn 
Place.  
10.10.14 Quotations being obtained.  
01.12.14 Analysis of property reports for overall works programs ongoing. 
Contract for 6 Vaughn Place awarded to GBC Builders.  
8.2.15 Work commenced on 6 Vaughan Place 
28.04.15 6 Vaughn place  completed – property inspections in progress.  
26.05.15 Inspection program ongoing.  
23.06.15 as above  

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next 
meeting 

There are parts of fencing, doors and windows missing from a house on the 
corner of Morilla and Gem Streets which looks untidy. Can Council issue an 
order for the property to be tidied up? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate 
 
Clr Lane 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

The residence is boarded up, ongoing investigation, monitoring by P&R staff 
is occurring currently. 8/9/2014. . Owner has advised that unsecured buildings 
will be made secure. 
Inspection undertaken 28.1.15. Notice of intention to issue an order issued 
24.3.15 re rubbish & unsecure buildings 
Order issued 15-4-2015. 
Verbal response from owner 22-4-2015 indicating they will clean up & intend 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26
th

 August 2014 

to sell land. 
Planning certificate has been ordered and provided for the property. May have 
been purchased 
 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next 
meeting 

What is the progress of works to be undertaken at the Lightning Ridge IGA? 
Response  
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that propping has 
been put in place and an engineer has approved this propping. Council 
recently wrote to the IGA owner requesting information regarding permanent 
propping with no response. The Director Planning & Regulatory Services will 
follow up response. 
 
Clr Cooper 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Ongoing correspondence between Council and IGA owner relating to 

permeant propping, currently no indication as to when design shall be 

completed by Engineers.  

In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 building owner’s legal representative expects work 

to commence late March 2015 to implement permanent remediation 

measures.  

Plans for permanent rectification measures supplied 24-4-2015.  Council 

responded with letter dated 7-5-2015 indicating plans are inadequate. 

Complying development certificate for works received 20 August 2015. 

 

26 August 2014 11/2014/11 

1. That Council receive and note the General Manager’s Report in respect of 
fund balances held at 30 June 2014 this report, confirm the amount of 
$4213641.52 shown as internally restricted reserves and endorse the 
carried forward expenditure of $828,052.00 (General Fund), $274,110.00 
(Water Funds),$350,000.00 (Sewerage Funds) and $69,607 (Waste Funds). 
2. Further, that a report be prepared outlining what courses of action are 
available to Council  to utilise Minor Fund surpluses  to address Council’s 
infrastructure backlog and improve its 
future sustainability. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

1. No further action required. 
2. Currently being investigated.  
23.06.15 no future progress 
18.8.15 to be available  by October meeting  

 

26 August 2014 11/2014/21 

 
That Council advise the Burren Junction community that if a partnership 
arrangement can be established between the Burren Junction community 
and the Department of Education with regards to the Burren Junction School 
of Arts Hall, Council will; 
1. Consider re-opening the main hall for restricted use after completing 
repairs estimated to cost $67,000 including the replacement of guttering. 
2. Hold a further community meeting at Burren Junction on Thursday 17 
September 2014 at 5:30pm at the Burren Junction RSL. 
3. Apply for heritage funding grants to carry out necessary renovations to 
the hall.  
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

Meeting at Burren Junction held 17.09.14 
10.10.14 Further community meeting held 17.09.14. Scope of works to be 
developed by working group before meeting at Burren Junction.  
18.11.14 Project progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on schedule.  
03.02.15 Hall re-opened for restricted use. Longer term plan for complete 
restoration to be developed.  
24.03.15 Repairs to guttering & downpipes approved by Heritage advisor. To 
be funded from Heritage grant 
28.03.15 repairs to guttering and down pipes completed 
26.05.15 project to be progressed as new funding options arise.  
23.06.15 as above  

 

26 August 2014 11/2014/35 

1. That the Mayor and General Manager be delegated authority to accept 
offers for Lot 157 DP 882747, and Lot 156 DP 882747 in Council’s Industrial 
Subdivision, and that any necessary documentation be executed under the 
Common Seal of Council.  
2. That the proceeds of sale be transferred to Council’s Property 
Development Reserve.  
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations continuing.  
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23
rd

 September 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28
 
October 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25 November 2014 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/22 

 
That Council consider inviting local residents to register their interest in 
participating drought relief employment projects as a means to being able to 
justify the funding for such projects. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

22.10.14 Advertisements forms and press releases being drafted.  
24.03.15 Ongoing 
10.6.15 Funding Announcement made $1.5m for infrastructure  
18.8.15 project applications being drafted  

 

28 October 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can a roundabout be put in place in Fox Street near the BP? 
Clr Murray 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

28.10.14 Council is to forward the request to the Local Area Traffic 
Committee Meeting for consideration. 
03.02.15 Matter referred to LATC. Due to cost this will not go ahead.  
24.3.15 Has been discussed at RMCC meeting and advised to apply with 
revised data and case study 
19.08.2015 Discussion in progress 

 

28 October 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge IGA matter? 
Clr Woodcock 

Director Planning 
& Regulatory 
Services 

Letter sent 16 October 2014 requesting confirmation of who has been 
appointed as the engineer and expected time frame for completion of 
permanent remediation works. 
In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 building owner’s legal representative expects 
work to commence late March 2015 to implement permanent remediation 
measures. 
Plans for permanent rectification measures supplied 24-4-2015.  Council 
responded with letter dated 7-5-2015 indicating plans are inadequate 
Complying development certificate for works received 20 August 2015.  

 

25 November 2014 15/2014/15 

1. That the WSC AFM Quotation and Tender Thresholds and WSC 
Purchasing Policy and Procedures be rescinded. 
2. That the Procurement and Tendering Policy and Policy Procedure be 
adopted.  
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

01.12.14 Policy and procedure to be implemented.  
03.02.15 Awaiting meeting of contractors.  
28.04.15 Awaiting meeting of contractors  

 

25 November 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can a report be brought to Council regarding changing the name of the 
Gundabloui Road to the Mungindi Road as it was previously named? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

11.12.14 A report is to be prepared for the February Council Meeting.  
6.3.15 Planning Department is working on it. 

 

25 November 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council write to Kevin Humphries MP requesting that mental health 
services within the Shire are better coordinated and have a more regular 
presence? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 
Clr Murray 

General 
Manager 

04.12.14 Letter being drafted.  
10.06.15 New Minister Appointed  
20.07.15 letter sent to new minster  

 

25 November 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council install water meters to properties outside of Lightning Ridge 
near the tip? 
Response 
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advised that Council cannot 
install water meters outside of the town area. He further advised that a 
report on illegal use of the town water supply was brought to Council 
recently.  Council resolved to seek legal advice, and he will be submitting 

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

02.12.14 Response provided at meeting by  Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 
Updated report currently being drafted for submission to Council. 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 17 December 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 10 February 2015 

that  advice to Council in conjunction with an updated report. 
Clr Taylor 

25 November 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge Post Office issue? 
Response 
The Mayor advised that he has been informed by Mr Mark Coulton MP that 
Australia Post are planning to take over the Post Office from the current 
Post Master. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.12.14 Waiting for advice from Australia Post.  
24.03.15 No further update. 
28.04.15 No further update on this matter 
26.05.15 no further update 

 

25 November 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can flags be installed in Morilla and Opal Streets in Lightning Ridge as part 
of the Main Street Beautification Project? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate. 
Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

04.12.14 To be listed for discussion at next consultation session.in 2015 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/14 

1. That Council note the content of the report and that the list be reviewed 
by councillors and staff for accuracy and omissions. 
2.That Councillors Keir, Greenaway and Woodcock meet with Council staff 
after the February 2015 meeting to review the report.  
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Review meeting scheduled for after the February Council Meeting 
24.03.15 Further draft to be provided to Councillors following review 
meeting. 
28.04.15 Project proceeding  
26.05.15 Project proceeding 
23.06.15 curtains ordered and painting contracted, boards to be finalised in 
July 
28.07.15 Painting completed, installation of curtains completed, work on 
honour boards progressing  

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/19 

That this item is deferred until a response is received from the NSW RFS 
Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons regarding the issues raised by Clr 
Murray in his Motion of Notice. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

23.01.15 Work in progress.  
22.07.15 waiting for a response  

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next 
Meeting 

Brian Hannigan has written to Council regarding the misspelling of the 
Hardy’s Lease Road. Can his letter be acknowledged and a response sent? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services advised that the letter has been 
received, will be acknowledged by letter and appropriate action initiated 
without delay to correct the spelling error. 
Clr Keir 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Letter sent to geographical names board on 26-5-2015 requesting name to 
be amended. Response letter from board dated 3.7.15 indicates that it has 
no objection to the proposed change.  
7.7.2015 GIS coordinator now arranging gazettal of ‘new’ name.  

 

 
10 February 2015 

 
 

1/2015/11 

That Council: 
1.Continue to evaluate the concept of a Far West Initiative with fellow 
Western Division Councils and play an active role in the further development 
of the concept. 
2.Maintain its involvement with the Outback Shires Alliance and press for an 
expanded role for the Alliance in the Local Government Reform process. 
3.Evaluate the concept of a “rural council” and its suitability or otherwise for 
the future operation of Walgett Shire Council. 
4.Prepare a draft “Fit For the Future” proposal for further review and 
consideration 
5.Continue to liaise with both Bourke and Brewarrina Shire in respect of 
action they are taking with regards local government reform. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General 
Manager 

28.2.14 To be considered in conjunction with Western Division Resolutions  
10.06.15 Ongoing  
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24 March 2015              

10 February 2015 1/2015/20 

That Council request the General Manager to undertake a comprehensive 
cost benefit analysis on the provision of primitive camping facilities and the 
role that  they play in the overall tourism strategy for the Shire and also 
investigate the cost of the electricity supply to the facility. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

10.6.15 referred to DCS to undertaken review 
28.07.15 project yet to commence  
18.8.15 information to be avaliable for October Meeting  
 

 

10 February 2015 1/2015/26 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Defer this item to allow for Council staff to prepare a report regarding 
possible funding of 50% of the cost of updating security of premises to a 
pre-determined limit with the upgrade to occur within a specific time period. 
2.Council staff also investigate the possibility of requesting business owners 
to repaint premises in heritage colours, with the support of a paint company. 
Moved: Clr Taylor 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Wendy Azevedo notified of resolution via letter dated 26.2.15. 
 
Town Planner drafting request report for March 2015 Council meeting. 
 
Report to be resubmitted to Council once grant offers for premises upgrades 
publicly notified. 
Grant offers publicly available as of 23 June 2015. 

 

10 February 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council reassess the re-routing of heavy vehicles through Lightning 
Ridge? Can a by-pass be put in place? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.03.15 Lorne Road has been discussed in previous meetings as an option 
for the by-pass. Investigating funding for this project. 
19.08.15 has not been succeeded for any other funding yet. 

 

10 February 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can the bus parking area out the front of the Lightning Ridge School be 
resealed? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.3.15 Has been scheduled 
30.03.15 investigated and estimation is in progress 
17.06.2015  discussion with Principle is in process as the  option to seal on 
the footpath  and nature strip is  a  budget concern 
22.07.2015 waiting a call from principal to discuss the matter  
19.08.15 has been discussed in LATC held on 13/8/15 and has been 
submitted design and estimate to RMS for funding. 

 

10 February 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can the Environmental Health and Building Surveyor undertake an 
inspection of Walgett Gourmet Foods? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate. 
Clr Murray 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Inspection undertaken by Snr Environmental Health and Building Surveyor 
on 17.2.15. Improvement notice issued 17.2.15 
Re-inspection undertaken June 2015. Further inspection scheduled July 
2015. 

 

24 March 2015 2/2015/4 

That Walgett Shire Council write to the minister for Western NSW, The Hon 
Kevin Humphries MP requesting the following:  
1. That Crown lands investigate the establishment of a community based trust 
to manage the Lightning Ridge Crown Reserve.   
2. That the committee should have representatives from LRMA, GGSMA, 
WSC and from the community via ministerial and or local member 
appointments, with technical advisors from Crown Lands and NSW Trade and 
Investment, Division of Resources & Energy. 
3. That the trust elect internally its own executive and Chair. 4 Seek funding 
from Minister to prepare a Management Plan for the Reserve and a feasibility 
study on the acquisition of potential opal bearing lands. 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

General 
Manager 

20.4.15 Letter to New Minister  
10.06.15 issue raised with new Minister  
06.08.15 meeting held with new minister in Sydney 
18.8.15 Report to August Meeting  

 

 
24 March 2015 

 
2/2015/20 

That Council review the attached list of councillors and senior staff for 
accuracy and omission and that it be endorsed subject to any further 
amendments. 
Moved: Clr Walford    
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 project proceeding  
26.05.15 project proceeding as part of Council Chambers refurbishment  

. 
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24 March 2015 2/2015/21 

That the report be received and noted and maintenance work to commence 
immediately after the pool closes on 1 April 2015. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 A/D urban services seeking quotations for condition/ assessment  
26.05.15 A/D Urban Services seeking quotation for condition assessment. 
23.06.15 quotations from consultant engineers expert week commencing 
22/6 
28.07.15 consultant on site 20/7/15 

 

24 March 2015 
 

2/2015/22 

That Council consider an allocation of $35,000 offset by grant income of 
$17,500 for the construction of a long jump pit in the draft 2015/2016 budget 
but provided only if the grant application is successful.  
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 to be considered in draft budget 2015/16 
26.05.15 in draft budget. Grant funding application unsuccessful. Little A’s to 
reapply in July Round 2. 

 

24 March 2015 2/2015/24 

That Council resolve to: 
1.Conduct the appropriate public consultation regarding the spelling of the 
Shire Road 26 in compliance with NSW Addressing User Manual – October 
2014 and the Roads Regulation Act 2008 to confirm that an amendment is 
required. 
2. If no objections are received during the public consultation period, Council 
submits a request to the geographical Names Board of New South Wales to 
have the spelling of SR26 amended to ‘Hardy’s Lease Road’. 
3. Update all Council records and mapping pertaining to SR236 with the 
amended spelling. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

7-4-15 Letters sent to affected landholders regarding proposed name 
change. 
Advertised in newspaper column for 5 weeks.  Consultation ended 15 May 
2015 with no submissions received. Letter sent to Geographical Names 
Board on 26-5-2015 requesting name to be amended. 

 

24 March 2015 
 

2/2015/27 

That Walgett Shire Council resolves to: 
1. Allocate $100,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to $:$ in kind 
contributions in the B2 Local Centre zone for fascia upgrades, including 
security measures, subject to Council approval (works must demonstrate 
improved visual amenity). 
2.   Allocate $40,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to new plantings in 
the B2 Local 
Centre zone. 
3.  Allocate $20,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to festoon lighting in 
the B2 Local Centre zone 
4. Give public notification of the Walgett CBD Upgrade Strategy for a minimum 
of 28 days, by: 
- Advertising the strategy in the Walgett Spectator. 
- Making the strategy available as a pdf file via Council’s web site. 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Walford  

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Newspaper advertising commenced in Walgett Spectator 2,9 &16 April  
 
Proposal document published on Council web site.  
 
One public submission supporting proposed grants. 
 
Mail out regarding grant offer undertaken 2-7-2015 
Grant offers publicly available as of 23 June 2015. 

 

24 March 2015 
 
 

1/2015/31 

1. That council accept the Restart NSW funding Offer in the amount of 
$819,000 for “Gundabloui Road and $1,116,000 for Bugilbone Road Upgrade 
Project”. 
2. That Council execute the Restart NSW funding deed signed under the 
Common Seal of the Council.  
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway     

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

25.03.15 Draft deed agreement has been submitted to infrastructure NSW  
17.06.2015 – Council waiting for the  signed deed agreement. 
19.8.15 Council has received a signed deed agreement and work has been 
scheduled for 1 week of September 2015. 

 

24 March 2015 
 

2/2015/33 

1.That Council acknowledge the Work Health and Safety Officer’s report Apex 
Park Fencing. 
2. That Council endorse the recommendation to permanently remove the play 
area fencing and install appropriate signage. 
Moved: Clr Martinez  
Seconded:  Clr Walford  

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Proposed sign will be tabled  on next WHS Committee meeting for 
endorsement then the fence will be removed with signage installed. 
Progressing. 

 
 

24 March 2015 
 

Qs next 
meeting 

Has Mr Jan Zamlicka’s outstanding rates payment and issue been resolved? 
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and organise a meeting with Mr Jan 

General 
Manager  

20.4.15 waiting return from leave  
23.06.15 still away   
18.8.15 Contact made  
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28 April 2015 

Zamlicka. 
Clr Cooper  

24 March 2015 
 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can council appoint a team to fix road and information signs across the shire 
that are damaged or missing? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Work in progress 
Maintenance and replacement of signs are in progress 

 

24 March 2015 
 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is happening with the disabled toilet at the Lightning Ridge Visitor 
Information Center? 
Response 
The Director of Corporate Services advised that the budget allocation of 
$10,000 was insufficient  
Clr Woodcock 

Director of 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 project needs to be re-allocated to 15/16 draft budget 
26.05.15 included in draft 15/16 budget  
28.07.15 planning commenced  

 

24 March 2015 
 

2/2015/38 

1.That Council receive and note the report 
2. That Council endorse the action taken by General Manager to commence 
the weir raising project 
3. Resolve the issue of ownership of the weir and approve to raise the weir 
height. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Acting Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

Consultant engaged  
Site investigation is scheduled on 25-26th June 2015 
Site investigation for, geotech, REF and Heritage and historical items 
completed. Detail design is progressing. 

 
 
 

 
24 March 2015 

 
 

2/2015/40 

That Council undertake fencing projects which have been delayed by ongoing 
drought conditions at both Collarenebri and Walgett as day labour/ contract 
projects with a view to having both projects completed by late April/ early May.   
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway    

General 
Manager  

Project commenced, due for completion by end of august 2015 
18.08.15 project under way – some delay due to rain  

 

 
 

28 April 2015 
 
 

3/2015/11 

Recommendation: 
That Council receive and note the General Manager’s report, endorse the 
action being taken, and delegate authority to vary Council’s Organisational 
Structure should the need arise to engage additional staff. 

General 
Manager  

21.5.15 Awaiting formal advice 
10.6.15 awaiting final action of grant guidelines  
18.08.15 projects being prepared  

 
 

 
 

28 April 2015 
 
 

3/2015/12 
Recommendation: 
That Council establishes a Drought Recovery and Resilience Plan for Walgett 
Shire through workshop consultation with Councillors and the Community. 

General 
Manager  

21.5.15 workshop to be held 25.6.15 
18.08.15 strategies being drafted  

 

 
 

28 April 2015 
 

 
 

3/2015/20 

Recommendation: 
1. That Council request a revised quote from A1 Tree Service for the remove 
of all identified Athol Pine Trees in Gray Park 
2. That Council approve the removal of all identified Athol Trees in Gray Park 

3. That other suitable tree species be planted to replace the removed trees 
and irrigation is to be fitted. 

Director 
Corporate 
Services  

26.05.15 Revised quote to remove 18 trees is $15,840 
23.06.15Removal and replanting of ten trees and associated irrigation 
planned in July.  

28.05.15 project referred to A/director Urban Services  

 

28 April 2015 3/2015/29 

Recommendation: 
1.That Council   note and accept the recommendation regarding stopping 
Road Train and B Double traffic from passing through the   Fox Street 
roundabout from west side of Walgett town. 
2. That Council make an application to divert the Road Train and B Double 
vehicles from the intersection of Peel Street and Wee Waa Street. 
3.That Council make an application to extend the access route for Road Train 
and B Double  vehicles along Peel Street to Bate Street and then to Fox 
Street. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 work in progress 
17.06.2015 Waiting for a response from NVHR 
22.07.15 discussed with NVHR again and found that the NVHR is sending 
the approval to RMS first then it comes to Council, it may take another 3 
weeks.  
19.08.15 NVHR has approved and waiting for signage  
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26 May 2015 

26 may 2015 4/2015/16 Recommendation: 
Re-establishment of Alcohol Free Zones - refer to May Minutes  
Moved: Clr Woodcock   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

Public notification via Council web site completed 18-6-2015. 
Public notification via newspaper will occur in week commencing 22 June 2015. 
Notification mail out in progress. 
New alcohol prohibition signage st LR Bore Baths & Len Cram Park in progress. 

 

26 May 2015 4/2015/18 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Publicly exhibit the draft Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2015 for a 
minimum of 28 days. 
2. Undertake public exhibition consultation via: 
(a) Advertising in Council’s newspaper column within the Walgett Spectator 

and Lightning Ridge News. 
(b) Notification letters to Council’s precinct committees and community working 

parties. 
(c) Making digital (PDF) copies of the document available via Council’s web 

site. 
(d) Making hard copies of the document available at the Council office at 

Walgett, Council office at Collarenebri and the Library at Lightning 
Ridge. 

Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 
 

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 
DCP placed on Council web site for public exhibition period from 29 May 2015 to 
Friday 3 July 2015. 
 
Advertising in Council newspaper columns on three occasions. 
 
 

 

28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council approve for the unused tennis courts in Lightning Ridge to be 
converted into Community Gardens by the Rotary Club and it be handed over 
the Transcultural Committee (TCC)? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and report 
accordingly 
Clr Taylor  

Acting Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

Council will reconnect water supply for proposed site. Rotary Club member 
Danielle Osborne mentioned community will take ownership of the Garden, 
tidy up and general maintenance if required. 
DCS  investigating 

 
 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting Is council going to install fencing to the weir to provide access?  
Response  
The General Manager advised that Council has approved a quote for materials 
and Council will then investigate what sort of access is required. 
Clr Keir  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

17.06.2015  Surveyor has  competed  the survey  and established boundary 
pegs. And significant trees need to  be removed.  
Options for entry to the access needs to be discussed for better and 
economical ways. 
19.08.15 discussion with Roo works is in progress regarding the access 
from Highway. 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council utilise the diggings from the Australian Opal Center as a road 
base?  
Response    
The Director of Engineering Services advised a cost benefit analysis report will 
be complied.  
Clr Woodcock 

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 DES will  present a report for the  June Council meeting 
17.06.2015 cost  analysis to use crushers  is in progress 
22.07.15 report has been submitted to July meeting  
19.08.15 Council has accepted the offer. DA in progress. 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council investigate the lane where children walk along located behind the 
Service Station opposite the Police Station in Lightning Ridge, it requires 
signage to prevent vehicles speeding up to the line?  
Response  
The Director of Engineering to investigate and take any action necessary. 
Clr Woodcock 

Director of 
Engineering  

19.08.15 Investigation is in progress.  

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council inspect Bill O’Brian Way and record the cost of works required in 
future Council budgets? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take necessary action. 
Clr Lane.  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 
Has been proposed  for 2015/2016 work program 
This work program has to be re-programed for 2016/2017 as the regional 
repair program funding has not been successful.  
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26 may 2015 4/2015/19 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the letter dated 7 May 2015 from Ashley Albury, General Manager 
(Western Region) of the NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
endorsing public exhibition of the Draft Walgett Shire Council Rural Residential 
Land Use Strategy. 
2.Adopt and endorse the Draft Walgett Shire Council Rural Residential 
Land Use Strategy. 
3.Undertake public exhibition for the Draft Walgett Shire Council Rural 
Residential Land Use Strategy for a minimum of 60 days, including: 
 - Letters to all relevant government agencies. 
 - Letters to all landowners within a 5km radius of Walgett, Lightning Ridge 
Collarenebri. 
 - Advertising public exhibition of the strategy in the Walgett Spectator and 
Lightning Ridge News. 
 - Making the strategy available as a pdf file via Council’s web site. 
 - Providing a public display hard copy of the strategy at the Council office  
at Walgett, Walgett library, Lightning Ridge library and Council office at  
Collarenebri. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Murray  

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 
Strategy placed on exhibition from 22-6-2015 until 28-8-2015 
 
Copies available from council website 
 
Letters sent to landholders and Gov agencies on 25.6.2015 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/24 Recommendation: 
That the action to award the contract for construction of the Rowena Fire 
Station to Castlereagh Construction Group Ltd in the sum of $200,606 be 
endorsed. 
Moved: Clr Murray  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 
19.08.15 The project is in progress. (started on 17/8/15) 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council prepare a report to the Council meeting in June in relation to the 
water meters - chargers and pipe sizes?  
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to take appropriate action.  
Clr Murray  
 

Director 
Corporate 
Services  

23.06.15 no future action at this stage  
18.8.15 report being prepared for October Meeting  

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council inspect and repair Regional Road 329, 5 kms east of the 
Avondale Bridge? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  
 

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 22.7.15 works will be completed by 31
st
 July 2015  Completed on 12.08.15 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council write to RMS requesting to name the bridge that is located on the 
Gwydir Hwy, 8.83km east of Collarenebri “Jonny Tomkins Bridge”. 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
Clr Greenaway  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

22.07.15 waiting response from RMS  

26 may 2015 4/2015/27 Shop awning remediation & grants, Wilson St, Collarenebri- refer to May  
Minutes for more detail 

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

Grant offer letters sent 24-6-15 
Orders requiring remediation works sent 24.6.15 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/29 Recommendation: 
A. That Council empanel the following tenderers for the Regional Procurement 
tender 
T051516 OROC -Tender Supply & Delivery of Bitumen Spray Sealing: 
1. RPQ Spray Seal Pty Ltd trading as NSW Spray Seal Pty Ltd 
2. SRS Road Services Pty Ltd 

 
The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

19.08.15 no further action required  Completed on 19/8/15 
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3. Bitupave Ltd T/A NSW Boral Asphalt  
4. Fulton Hogan Pty Ltd 
B. That provision be allowed for a 12 month extension based on satisfactory 
supplier performance which may take this tender through to June 2019    
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded: Clr Murray   

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23 June 2015 

23 June 2015  5/2015/11 Recommendation: 
That Council write to the National Australia Bank seeking confirmation that a 
new lease agreement has been signed with the current lessors and that the 
Walgett Branch will remain open and local residents be fully informed of 
progress in this regard through appropriate press releases. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Murray  

General 
Manager 

 
 
 
20.07.15 letter sent to NAB and awaiting reply  
 

 
 
 

23 June 2015 5/2015/17 Recommendation: 
1.That the council agree to the execution of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) or similar instrument to record its intent to provide 
funding if the AOC obtains firm commitments for the balance of the $30 
million project funding. 
2. That the AOC be advised that consideration of these projects would need 
to be  undertaken as part of councils overall asset management and as 
such it is unable to  provide a commitment for these future works at this 
time. 
Moved: Clr Taylor 
Seconded: Clr Martinez   
 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 documentation being prepared   

23 June 2015 5/2015/18 Recommendation:  
That Council note the report and that the Auditor be requested to review and 
confirm that financial position of the Lightning Ridge Water Fund and that 
Council prepare a detailed report for each minor fund/town within the Shire 
for review each year.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Martinez   

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 not yet commenced  
18.5.15 to be undertaken in September in conjunction with 14/15 audit.   

 

23 June 2015 5/2015/22 Recommendation:  
That the Council invite Expressions of Interest for the purchase of Lots 2 & 3 
Section 4 DP 758199 as a single parcel.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock  

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 EOI advertised   

23 June 2015 5/2015/28 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Note the email dated 28 April 2015 from Kathryn Byrne in support of the 
Walgett CBD Business Contributions. 
2. Allocate $100,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to 1:1 
contributions in the B2 Local Centre zone for fascia upgrades, including 
security measures, subject to Council approval (works must demonstrate 
improved visual amenity). 
3. Advertise the availability of the contributions in the Walgett Spectator and 
on Council’s website. 
4. An upper limit of $5000 to apply to any single    contribution. 
5. That Government authorities and NGOs be excluded from the scheme. 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded: Clr Keir  

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
services  

Grant offers publicly available as of 23 June 2015.  
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23 June 2015 5/2015/29 Recommendation: 
1. That Council approve the proposed amount of $ 24,000 (Including 
Council’s contribution at $ 4000 per grid) to remove the four grids and 
remove fence from the road reserve to the new fence line and restore the 
site as per Council’s requirement, all work to be undertaken by the 
landowner at their expense.  
2. Payment to be made on final inspection.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Cooper  

Director 
Engineering 
Services  

22.07.15 an offer letter has been emailed  
19.08.15 The landowner has no responded to Council yet.   

 

23 June 2015 Qs next Meeting Can Council repair the malfunctioning lights at the bore baths and in the 
adjacent paddock in Lightning Ridge?   
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Taylor 

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

  

23 June 2015 Qs next Meeting Can Council renovate men’s section-cubicle 1 at the Lightning Ridge bore 
baths as the partitions have been damaged?  
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action.  
Clr Taylor  

Director of 
Corporate 
Services 

 
28.07.15 Property Officer following up 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next Meeting Can Council make consideration in Council’s future budget for a sliding door 
at the Lightning Ridge information centre? 
Response 
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action.  
Clr Taylor  
  

Director of 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 Property Officer to make note for consideration in 2016/17 estimates   

23 June 2015 Qs next Meeting Can Council write to the RFS regarding the conditions for providing 24hrs 
notice to burn-off? 
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and take appropriate action. 
Clr Murray  

General 
Manager 

 
20.07.15 letter sent to RFS 
05.08.15 followed up  

 

23 June 2015 Qs next Meeting Can Council inspect Agate Street in Lightning Ridge that requires patching? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Martinez  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

22.7.15 inspection carried out  Completed July  

23 June 2015 Qs next Meeting Can Council inspect the Mission Road (R67) that requires resealing?  
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

22.7.15 work in progress   

23 June 2015 Qs next Meeting How often are the Shire roads inspected by Council staff for repairs? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services to prepare response.  
Clr Cooper  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

22.7.15 most of the roads have been inspected and scheduling in progress   

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28 July  

28 July 2015 6/2015/4 Recommendation:  
1. That prior to arranging the grading of unsealed roads in the rural area a 
full road inspection be carried out to determine the exact level and location 
of any maintenance grading required. 
2. Council investigate the options of grading twice a year for the identified 

 
Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

 19.08.15 Maintenance program has been prepared based on the once a 
year assumption due to the budget constraints. If required more than once in 
some busy road, it will be presented in Council Meeting for additional 
budget.   
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roads and also prepare a report on the classifying of unsealed roads into 
three categories - 1. Well used, 2. Used, 3. Low use, for road maintenance 
purposes.  
3. Closed road signs – utilise the shape of option 2 and the wording in option 
1 based on the draft document and the concept be referred to the Local 
Traffic Committee for comment.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

28 July 2015 6/2015/14 Recommendation:  
That the General Manager’s Report be received and noted, and work on the 
development of the Drought Recovery and Resilience Plan continue as a 
matter of priority drawing on stakeholder resources and those members of 
the community who participated in the workshop be thanked for their input 
and making their time available to participate in the process. 
Moved: Clr Taylor  
Seconded: Clr Keir 

General Manager 

 
 
 
18.08.15 work proceeding as time and resources allow  

 
 
 

28 July 2015 6/2015/20 Recommendation:  
1. That Council enter into a lease with the Walgett Historical Society 
Incorporated over the old council chambers for a term of 5 (five) years 
commencing 1 July 2015 on the basis as outlined in this report. 
2. That Council enter into a lease with the Walgett Historical Society 
Incorporated over the Masonic Lodge for a term of 5 (five) years 
commencing 1 July 2015 on the basis as outlined in this report. 
Moved: Clr Keir   
Seconded: Clr Greenaway  

Director of 
Corporate Services 

18.8.15 lease being prepared   

28 July 2015 6/2015/22 Recommendation: 
That Council approve the write on of stock with a total value of $50,010.63 
to the stores  
ledger and control account and the adjustments to the Stores Ledger as per 
the schedule  
of stock items attached. 
Moved: Clr Keir  
Seconded: Clr Martinez      

Director of 
Corporate Services 

28.7.15 adjustments to be made to 2014/15 ledgers   

28 July 2015  
6/2015/26 

 
Mining Camp Addressing – Refer to minutes for details   

Director Planning 
and Regulatory 
services 

3.8.2015 stakeholders invited to discuss solutions in Lightning Ridge in 
September 2015 

 

28 July 2015  
6/2015/27 

 
Mining Western Lands Lease – Refer to minutes for details  

Director Planning 
and Regulatory 
services 

01.08.15 in progress  

28 July 2015 6/2015/31 Recommendation:  
That Council note and accept the quote of Johnstone Concrete Pty which is 
$4.80 per tonne and an establishment cost of $ 13,000 to crush the 
shincracker and Cumborah Quarry material. 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded: Clr Walford  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

19.08.15 development application is in process.    

28 July 2015 6/2015/32 Recommendation:  
That Council note and accept purchase of raw shincracker (estimated 
quantity of 10,874 m

3
 or 14,136 tonne) or measured quantity after process $ 

3.75 per tonne from the stockpiled on AOC construction site 
Moved: Clr Cooper 
Seconded: Clr Martinez  
 

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

19.08.15 Once DA is approved, then crushing will commence.   

28 July 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Question 2 
Can the Director Planning and Regulatory Services include the statistics in 
regards to issuing fines for illegal dumping in the brief mentions report? 

Director Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 
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Response  
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services will incorporate appropriate 
statistics each month.  

28 July 2015 Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Cooper  
Question 1 
Does Council currently have an impounding Officer who can arrange for the 
wandering dogs (4 sighted) in Walgett to be picked up? 
Response  
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advises regular patrols are 
conducted and any offending animals located impounded.  

Director Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

  

28 July 2015 Qs next 
meeting 

Question 2 
Can Council inspect and repair the washout located approx. 4km from the 
Cumborah intersection on the Kurrajong Road? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action as a matter of urgency.  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

19.08.15 inspection and repair have been carried out   

28 July 2015 Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Greenaway 
Question 1 
Can Council install a sign on the corner of the services station in 
Collarenebri to indicate the location of the primitive camping area? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to arrange for erection of 
appropriate signage.  

Acting Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

19.08.15 discussions with RMS and traffic Committee to be held   

28 July 2015 Qs next 
meeting 

Question 2 
Can Council investigate the pump used to clean storm water out of the 
Streets in Rowena and ensure it is in working condition? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to take appropriate action 
as soon as possible.  

Acting Director of 
Urban Services 

19.08.15 New pit and culvert is programmed to be installed in September   

28 July 2015 Qs next 
meeting 

Question 3 
Can Council arrange for a load of gravel to be placed in the gateway of the 
Rowena Hall? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to arrange for gravel to be delivered 
and spread out as soon as possible.  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

19.08.15 Instructed to construction team. Team is in Millie Road at present.   

28 July 2015 Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Woodcock 
Question 1 
Can Council prepare an update on the progress of acquisition of land at 
Lightning Ridge Western Lands for a residential subdivision?  
Response  
The General Manager advised a formal application will be made to Western 
Lands.  

General Manager 

18.8.15 revision of subdivision plan and costing in progress  

28 July 2015 Qs next 
meeting 

Question 2 
Again raised the issue of development of land at the intersection of the 
Castlereagh Highway and Bill O’Brien Way as a rural residential subdivision. 
Response 
The General Manager will arrange for previous reports in relation to rural 
residential subdivision at Lightning Ridge to be updated for the August 
Meeting. 

General Manager 

18.8.15 research of previous reports in progress  

28 July 2015  
6/2015/39 

 
Non-urban Water Connections at Collarenebri – refer to minutes for 
additional details  

Director Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

17.08.15 letter to residents sent   

28 July 2015  
6/2015/40 

 
Non-urban Water Connections at Walgett– refer to minutes for additional 
details 

Director Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

17.8.15 Letter to residents sent  
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEKLY RECEIVED FROM THE LGNSW  
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/615 

 
Summary: 
Copies of weekly circulars numbers 28-32 received from Local Government NSW since the 
March Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  

 
Background: 
The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of Councillors: 
 
Issue 28 
Item 3:  An Invitation to participate in LGNSW’s 2015-2016 Remuneration Survey   
Item 5:  Pilot Joint Organisations – Mid-pilot Workshop 
Item 10: LGNSW Fix the Funding First Summit 2015 
Item 17:  Federal Bridges Renewal Program – Second Round  
Item 18:  Remote Airstrip Upgrade Program Open  
Item 19:  Roads to Recovery Funding Boost     
 
Issue 29 
Item 9:  Graffiti Removal Day   
Item 11: Waste and Recycling Advisory Service For Councils      
Item 18:  Upcoming Workforce Development Programs  
Item 22:  Regional Water and Waste Water Backlog Program  
  
Issue 30 
Item 9:  Youth Opportunities Funding Round Open   
Item 11:  Seniors Week 2016 Grants   
 
Issue 31 
Item 3:  Congratulations To Local Government Awards Week Winners  
Item 5:  Public Forums Announced For The Inquiry Into Local Government   
Item 11:  Resources Recovery Facility Grants   
 
Issue 32 
Item 6:  NSW Children’s Week Grants and Awards  
Item 10:  Waste Regulations Changes Now In Force  
Item 13: Joint Organisations: Emerging Directors in Regional Collaborations 
Item 14:  Effective Workplace Investigations Seminar  
Item 17:  Second Round Fixing Country Roads Funding Opens In September  
Item 18:  Grain Harvest Management Scheme – Feedback Sought  
  
Current Position: 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any 
matters of interest with the General Manager prior to the Meeting. Staff also have the task of 
following up and lodging application for grant funding where funding for Council projects may 
be available. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Nil 
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Governance issues: 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and 
keep abreast of Local Government issues occurring at Industry level. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 

 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 

 
Legal Issues: 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
Both Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to consider the contents of the various 
circulars and determine what action, if any, needs to be taken. 

 

Weekly’s received from the Local Government NSW 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the weekly circulars numbers 28-32 from the Local 
Government NSW be received and noted. 

 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 
Summary: 
Copies of circular received Circular No 15-28/15-30 from the Local Government Office    
Department of Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 

 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of councillors: 
 
Circular 15-28: Joint Organisation Pilot: Progress and upcoming consultation 
Circular 15-29: Auditing of the Report on Infrastructure Assets (Special Schedule 7)  
Circular 15-30: Amendments to Australian Accounting Standards- Fair Value 

Disclosures of Not-for Profit Public Sector Entities    
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors 
under separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on 
Local Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Legal Issues: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
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Circulars received from the NSW Office of Local Government  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 15-28 /15-30 from the 
Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:    
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Circular 15-28 
Circular 15-29 
Circular 15-30 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR – AUGUST-OCTOBER 2015 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 
Summary: 
Monthly calendar of Council activities. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly 
in-house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff 
to plan their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when 
they have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send 
meeting notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is 
received meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar 
and the representative(s) names flagged. 

 
Current Position: 
The calendar for the months of August 2015 to October 2015 is attached. Councillors are 
requested to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming 
community or councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable 
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Conclusion: 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 

 

Monthly calendar August – October 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period August 2015 – 
October 2015. 
 
Moved:    
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Calendar for August 2015-October 2015
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August 2015 

 
 

 

Date of 

Meeting 
 

Time 
 

What 
 

Who 

Sat 1 Aug   Lightning Ridge Opal Festival  

Sun 2 Aug  Lightning Ridge Opal Festival  

Mon 3 Aug  Walgett Bulldust to Bitumen Festival   

Tues 4 Aug  “           “  

   Wed 5 Aug  “       “  

Thurs 6 Aug  “         “ Youth Awards 2015 Dinner Presentation – Sydney  
Mayor & WSC Staff  

Fri 7 Aug  High tea & Wine with Words   

Sat 8 Aug  Walgett Street Party/award presentations 
Dinner under the Stars  

 

Sun 9 Aug  “          “  

Mon  10 Aug    

Tues 11 Aug    

Wed 12 Aug  
 

 
 

 
 

Thurs 13 Aug  
10:00AM 

 

 
Traffic Committee Meeting 

 
GM, Clr Martinez  

Fri 14 Aug    

Sat 15 Aug    

Sun 16 Aug    

Mon 17 Aug  
 

 
 

 
 

Tues 18 Aug    

Wed 19 Aug  
 

 
 

 

 
Thurs 20 Aug    

Fri 21 Aug    

Sat 22 Aug    

Sun 23 Aug    

Mon  24 Aug 10:00AM CMCC Meeting Coonabarabran GM, Clr Woodcock, Greenaway 

Tues  25 Aug  
10:00AM 

 
Council Meeting – Walgett 

 
All Directors & Councillors 

Wed 26 Aug    

Thurs 27 Aug    

Fri 28 Aug    

 
 

 
Sat 29 Aug    

Sun  30 Aug    

Mon 31 Aug    
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Date of 

Meeting 
 

Time 
 

What 
 

Who 

Tues 1 Sept    

Wed 2 Sept    

Thurs 3 Sept    

Fri 4 Sept    

Sat 5 Sept    

Sun 6 Sept    

Mon 7 Sept   
 

 

Tues 8 Sept    

Wed 9 Sept    

Thurs 10 Sept    

Fri 11 Sept    

Sat 12 Sept    

Sun 13 Sept    

Mon 14 Sept  
 

  

Tues 15 Sept    

Wed 16 Sept    

Thurs 17 Sept    

Fri 18 Sept    

Sat 19 Sept    

Sun 20 Sept    

Mon 21 Sept    

Tues 22 Sept  
10.00 AM  

 
Council Meeting – Carinda (Mayoral Election) 

 

 
All Directors and Councillors  

Wed 23 Sept    

Thurs 24 Sept    

Fri 25 Sept    

Sat 26 Sept    

Sun 27 Sept    

Mon 28 Sept    

Tues 29 Sept  
 

 
 

 
 

Wed 30 Sept 
   

September 2015 
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October 2015 

 

 

Date of 
Meeting 

 
Time 

 
What 

 
Who 

Thurs 1 Oct    

Fri 2 Oct    

Sat 3 Oct    

Sun 4 Oct    

Mon 5 Oct    

Tues 6 Oct    

Wed 7 Oct    

Thurs 8 Oct    

Fri 9 Oct    

Sat 10 Oct    

Sun 11 Oct  LGNSW Annual Conference Sydney at Rosehill Gardens Racecourse Mayor & GM  

Mon 12 Oct  LGNSW Annual Conference Sydney at Rosehill Gardens Racecourse Mayor & GM  

Tues 13 Oct  LGNSW Annual Conference Sydney at Rosehill Gardens Racecourse Mayor & GM  

Wed 14 Oct    

Thurs 15 Oct    

Fri16 Oct    

Sat 17 Oct    

Sun 18 Oct    

Mon 19 Oct  
RSPCA NSW Community Animal Welfare Scheme (CAWS) 

 

Tues 20 Oct    

Wed 21 Oct    

Thurs 22 Oct    

Fri 23 Oct    

Sat 24 Oct    

Sun 25 Oct    

Mon 26 Oct    

Tues 27 Oct 10.00AM Council Meeting – Walgett All Directors & Councillors 

Wed 28 Oct    

Thurs 29 Oct   
 

 
 

Fri 30 Oct 
   

Sat 31 Oct 
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LOCAL GOVERNEMENT NSW   - ANNUAL CONFERENCE    
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   000/000/000 

 
Summary: 
The annual Conference of LGNSW will be held 11TH -13TH October, 2015 at Rosehill Gardens 

Racecourse in Sydney. It is necessary that Council resolve attendance at the August Council 
Meeting to enable "early bird" registration and accommodation arrangements to be finalised. 
 
Background: 
The draft conference Programme is attached. The Conference is the signature event of the 
year, bringing together NSW Councils and providing a forum to debate issues that are important 
to their communities.  It also provides the opportunity for Councils to hear from State 
Government Leaders, business representatives, community groups and academics. 
 
Current Position: 
The Mayor and General Manager will be attending the Conference. As provided for in the 
policy, all Councillors and their partners are entitled to attend and it is considered that it would 
be particularly appropriate for any Councillors who haven't yet attended a Conference to attend 
and gain further insight into how the Local Government Industry in NSW operates. 
 
Issues to be discussed will be in the following categories: 
1.  Industrial relations and employment 
2.  Economic 
3.  Environmental 
4.  Governance/Civic Leadership 
5.  Social Policy 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
LGNSW Conference Programme  
 
Stakeholders: 
Council 
Councillors 
 
Governance issues: 
Council policies cover conference attendance arrangements. 

Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are likely to be raised and discussed during the course of 
the Conference. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Costs per attendee will include the registration fee, accommodations, meals and travel. 
 
Legal issues: 
None identified 
 
Alternative solutions: 
Not attended, but this might be unwise having regard t o  the Government's response to the 
Local Government Reform. 
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Conclusion: 
It is appropriate for Council to be represented at this conference. 
 

Local Government NSW – Annual Conference   

 
Recommendation: 
 
That attendance of the Mayor and General Manager at the LGNSW Annual Conference in 
Sydney between 11/13 October be confirmed and expenses paid.    
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachment: 
Draft Programme for the LGNSW Conference. 
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MATTERS FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY FROM GENERAL 

MANAGER   
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   000/000/000 

 
1. Letter received 14th August, 2015 from John Whittall, Northern Plains Region. Office 

of Environment & Heritage, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service.  
Response Letter to Council in regards to extending visiting access to the Narran Lake Reserve. 
Seeking to meet with Council representatives to discuss reviewing access arrangements for the 
Narran Lake Reserve. It is suggested Mr Whittall be invited to Council’s October, 2015 Meeting. 
 
2. Letter received 10th August, 2015 from Luke Jenner General Manager Network 

Services, Essential Energy.  
Response letter in regards to future staffing levels in the Walgett Shire area.  
 
3. Letter received 11th August, 2015 from Alison White A/Deputy Commissioner Water 

Reform and Evaluation, Department of Primary Industries Water. 
The letter is in regards to changes to water management charges.  
 
4. Letters received 4th August, 2015 from David Monk, Region Controller, NSW SES. 
Letters inviting Council’s input into the reappointment process and recommendation for 
reappointment for the following units and persons; Collarenebri: Alice Thorne, Carinda: Dominic 
Warnock, Glengarry: Scott Fraser, Lightning Ridge: Brett Gaie. 
 
5. Hudson Pear Progress 
Spraying of the Hudson pear in and around Lightning Ridge is an ongoing process with various 

agencies undertaking eradication control measures at various locations. 

An additional matching grant of $20,000 has been received under the PRMF and this will allow 

follow up work to continue. 

The CMCC is in the process of reforming the Hudson pear Taskforce in an endeavour to keep 

pressure on all involved parties. 

6. Walgett Community College - Update  

The Mayor Councillor Lane and General Manager met with Education Minister Hon Adrian Picoli 

PM in Sydney on Thursday 6 August, 2015 Departmental Secretary M/s Michelle Bruniges was 

also in attendance. 

We were unsuccessful in getting the Minister to hold and attend a public meeting in Walgett to 

discuss the ongoing educational problems. 

We were however, assured that a new Executive Principal would be appointed shortly and most 

likely take up duties from the beginning of next term. 

Arrangements are in hand to invite M/s Bruniges to attend the October meeting of Council and 

hopefully be in a position to introduce Council to the new Executive Principal. 

A suggestion has also been made that there should be some kind of community welcome for 

the new Executive Principal shortly after his/her commencement. 
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The relieving Executive Principal, M/s Annette Thompson, also had a meeting with the General 

Manager in the week following the Sydney meeting.  Much the same issues were discussed at 

that meeting as at the previous meeting without any firm undertaking being given. 

Conclusion: 
If there are no other queries that the above matters should be received and noted. 
 

Matters for brief mention or information only from General Manager 

 
Recommendation: 
 
- Narran Lakes Reserve response letter  
- Essential Energy response letter  
- Letter in regards to Changes to Water Management Chargers  
- SES Controller Reappointment Letters  
- Hudson Pear Progress 
- Walgett Community College Update 
 
That the following maters listed for brief mention or information only be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 

 
Attachments: 
Narran Lakes Reserve response letter  
Essential Energy response letter  
Changes to Water Management Chargers  
SES Controller Reappointment Letters (4) 
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14.2 Director Corporate Services   

CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   09/1460-03 

 
Summary: 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 
31 July 2015. 
 
Background: 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank 
and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account 
at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
As at 31 July 2015 the operational bank account’s balance was $1,031,297.89. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No Term Deposits were recalled. 
6 new Term Deposits were made to the value of $3,000,000.00. 
No transfers were made from the BOS account. 
No transfers were made to the BOS account. 
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As at 31 July 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was $19,000,000.00. 
The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits       $19,000,000.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) have had no legal 
entitlement since September 2014 and have been removed from Council’s Investment Report. 
 
Business Online Saver Account Balance   $ 4,685,534.90 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
09/1772-02/37  July 2015 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0029 Investments Report To Council 2015 2016 
 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
As at 31 July 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$24,730,495.69 represented by: 
 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance    $  1,044,960.79 
Investments       $19,000,000.00 
BOS Account       $  4,685,534.90 
  

Cash on hand and investment report as at 31 July 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 July 2015 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Investment Listing  
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COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE SCHEME ROUND 1(2015-2016) 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Jones – Administration Services Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   15/138 

 
Summary: 
This report relates to the assessment of applications for financial assistance through the 
Community Assistance Scheme 2015/2016. This is the first round of requests for financial 
assistance for the 2015/2016 financial year with three (3) organisations being recommended to 
receive financial assistance totalling $2,280.00. 
 
Background: 
Applications were invited from community organisations for financial assistance under the 
Community Assistance Scheme. The scheme was advertised Shire wide, with applications 
closing 31 July 2015.  
 
Applicants must be non-profit organisations and based in, or affiliated with, Walgett Shire. The 
max amount per project is $3,000 and is limited to one donation per organisation per year. The 
Council reserves the right to part fund applications. 
 
The Community Assistance Scheme objectives are to: 

 Support charities and community projects, events and activities which occur within the 
Walgett Shire area, and are a benefit to the community; 

 Foster or support new services, initiatives and resources within the Shire; 

 Improve awareness and use of community services and resources within the Shire; 

 Encourage increased participation in local community events within the Shire. 
 
Current Position: 
An amount of $10,000 has been provided for in the 2015/2016 budget, to fund eligible 
applications for donations under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. A total of four 
(4) Community organisations have submitted applications to be considered for funding in the 
first round of the 2015/2016 Community Assistance Scheme. Three (3) organisations have been 
endorsed for funding, totalling $2,280.00. All applicants have been recommended for part 
funding with the exception of Cubbaroo Campdraft due to the funding being no longer required. 
Details of the applicants received and recommendations for funding are provided in the attached 
schedule. 
 
In addition to the advertised round, an amount of $166.36 has been provided to the Collarenebri 
Bulldogs to assist with the conduct of their trivia night. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
WSC Procedures – AFM – Requests for Assistance 
Section 356 Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is able to grant financial assistance to community organisations in accordance with 
Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Environmental issues: 
No environmental issues have been identified in relation to this matter. 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

  

Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Community organisation applicants 
Walgett Shire Community 
 
Financial Implications: 
A total of $10,000 is budgeted for the Community Assistance Scheme in 2015/2016. Round 1 
applications totalling $2,280.00 have been recommended for Council approval.  If all 
applications are approved an amount of $7,553.64 will remain in the budget for Round 2 
applications in January 2016. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
That Council resolve to approve or disapprove applications on a different basis to that 
recommended.  
 
Conclusion: 
A total of four (4) applications for funding were received under Round 1 of the Community 
Assistance Scheme. The report recommends that all funding be provided to three (3) of the 
applicants as per the recommended amounts as per the table below. 
 

Community Assistance Scheme Donations – Round 1 2015/2016 Applications 

Recommendation: 
 
That the following applicants be granted financial assistance under Section 356 of the Local  
Government Act 1993 for the first round of 2015/2016; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
  

 
Attachments: 2015/2016 Community Assistance Scheme Schedule. 
 
 
 

Organisation Project Recommended 
Amount 

Collarenebri Jockey 
Club 

Assistance with mandatory ambulance fees and 
entertainment and catering costs for annual race meeting 

 
$1,000.00 

Isolated Children’s 
Parent’s Association 
Inc. Walgett 

Hold a family/community tennis day in the September 2015 
school holidays. Provide BBQ lunch to participants 

 
$400.00 

Lightning Ridge Junior 
Rugby League Football 
Club 
 

Install additional lighting at Spider Brown Oval to improve 
security in carpark and illuminate equipment container and 
for reimbursement of annual line marking fee. 

 
$880.00 
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NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT AWARDS 2015  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Manager Community Development  
FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 
Summary: 
The NSW Youth Week Awards recognise and acknowledge the role played by Local Councils in 
helping young people to plan and co-ordinate Youth Week activities. The Awards were presented at 
the Local Government and Shires Associations’ Awards evening at Maritime Museum Darling 
Harbour, Sydney on 6th, August 2015. 
 
 Walgett Shire Council was named top (4) four finalists in three of the five categories: 
 

 The Best Small Council with the Most Outstanding Youth Week Program in 2015 

 The Council with Best on-going commitment to Local Youth Week programs 2015 

 NSW Health’s– Local Government  - Play Safe Sexual Health Project Award 2015 
 
Background: 
This year saw Walgett Shire Council having been nominated for the past (9) nine consecutive 
years as finalists in these State wide Awards since 2007 and being awarded winners a total of 
(7) times across a range of categories.  
 
The Youth Week Young People’s Advisory Committee (a sub-committee of the NSW Youth          
Advisory Council) judged the Local Government Youth Week Awards at their final meeting in July 
2015. The assessment of the Awards is based on a range of information and criteria, including: 
 

i) information provided in the Council’s evaluation of 2015 Youth Week 
ii) history of previous Local Government Award recipients over the past 3-5 years  
iii) how well the Council incorporated the aims of National Youth Week in their Youth 

Week Program 
  

Current Position: 
Representing Council at the 2015 Local Government Awards were Mayor David Lane, General 
Manager Mr Don Ramsland and wife Karen, Youth Council representatives Cheree Whyte 
(Walgett) and Tiarnie McBride (Lightning Ridge),Youth Development Officer Janet Mason and  
Manager Community Development George McCormick. 
 
In front of a crowd of hundreds at the Maritime Museum Darling Harbour, Walgett Shire Council 
was awarded the winner of Best Small Council NSW 2015, and finalists in two other categories. 
  
This is an outstanding result which again saw Walgett Shire Council and communities 
acknowledged by their peers for delivering great outcomes based results for our young people. 
Underpinning our success is the role that Walgett Shire Youth Council plays in providing young 
people with a forum for decision making and participation in the youth week programs. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic Plan 2012 – 2022, 

Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 – 2014 

 
Governance issues: 
Nil  
  
Environmental issues: 
Nil  
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council, Walgett Shire Youth Council, Youth Development Team 
Youth and Young people of Walgett Shire, Walgett Shire Communities 
Service providers and local organisations/agencies 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable  
 
Conclusion: 
The Youth Development and Community Development   teams and our Youth Council have 
successfully implemented youth week programs second to none across NSW and been  
recognised for their excellence in service delivery  and dedication to our young people and 
communities of the Walgett Shire. 
 
This is a great result for our entire community and other service providers who together with our 
young people have delivered another successful youth week program. 
 

NSW Local Government Awards- Youth Week 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the report for NSW Local Government Awards – Youth Week 2015 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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14.3 Director Planning and Regulatory Services   

ADOPTION OF WALGETT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION:  Planning and Regulatory Services 
AUTHOR:    Town Planner – Matt Clarkson 
FILE NUMBER:   11/380 

 
Summary: 
Recently Walgett Shire Council publicly exhibited the draft Walgett Shire Development Control 
Plan 2015.  This report recommends that Council resolve to adopt the publicly exhibited plan. 
 
Background: 
At a meeting held on 26 May 2015 Walgett Shire Council considered the draft Walgett Shire 
Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) document that had been prepared by Council staff.  
Council resolved to undertake public consultation will be undertaken for a minimum of 28 days 
via: 

 Advertising in Council’s newspaper column within the Walgett Spectator and Lightning 
Ridge News. 

 Notification letters to Council’s precinct committees and community working parties. 

 Making digital (PDF) copies of the document available via Council’s web site. 

 Making hard copies of the document available at the Council office at Walgett, Council 
office at Collarenebri and the Library at Lightning Ridge. 

 
Current Position: 
Clause 18 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 requires that the 
draft DCP be exhibited for a minimum of 28 days. 
 
Walgett Shire Council publicly exhibited the Draft Walgett Development Control Plan 2015 
(DCP) from Friday 29 May 2015 to Friday 3 July 2015 via: 

 Advertising in Council’s newspaper column within the Walgett Spectator and Lightning 
Ridge News. 

 Notification letters to Council’s precinct committees and community working parties. 

 Making digital (PDF) copies of the document available via Council’s web site. 

 Making hard copies of the document available at the Council office at Walgett, Council 
office at Collarenebri and the Library at Lightning Ridge. 

 
The only correspondence received in relation to the draft DCP during the exhibition period was 
an email dated 16 June 2015 from the NSW Department of Planning and Environment noting 
Council should ensure that the Draft DCP is not inconsistent with State policy and legislation 
framework (attachment A). 
 
Since the exhibition period, some amendments have been made to the document. These 
amendments include: 

 Providing additional controls for development in the Lightning Ridge SP2 Infrastructure 
(airport) zone, 

 Clarifying controls without changing the intent, and  

 Addressing some errors in wording. 
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The amended document was emailed to Councillors on 10 August 2015 for consideration. 
It is important to note that the DCP will not apply to any developments that are classified as 
exempt or complying development under a relevant State Environmental Planning Policy 
(SEPP), including: 

 SEPP Infrastructure 2007. 

 SEPP (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008. 

 SEPP Affordable Rental Housing 2009. 
 
Clause 21 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation delineates the last stages 
of the process for Council to approve the DCP, as follows: 

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
DCP preparation is regulated by: 

 Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 

 Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
 
Other relevant documents include: 

 Planning Circular PS 06-012, New Transitional Arrangements for Development Control 
Plans, issued 5 May 2006 by Department of Planning. 

 Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013 (gazetted 5-7-2013). 

 Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2014 (adopted 11-2-2014). 

 Business papers and minutes for the 26 May 2015 meeting of Council. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, 
which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of 

the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
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Voting:- Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a 
motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors 
voting for and against the motion must be recorded. 
Environmental issues: 
A DCP is important document which establishes Council’s requirements for minimum 
development standards within the Shire. 
 
Stakeholders: 
The public, developers, and Walgett Shire Council. 
 
Financial Implications: 
None. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Do nothing:- This has not been recommended as the DCP would not reflect Council’s current 
minimum development standards. 
 
Conclusion: 
The Draft Walgett Shire Development Control Plan has been publicly exhibited prior to adoption 
in accordance with relevant legislative requirements. It reflects the minimum development 
standards generally required in Walgett Shire. 
 

Adoption of Draft Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Adopt the Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2015. 
 
2. Request that the General Manager: 
 
  (a) Give public notice of Walgett Shire Council’s decision to adopt the Walgett Shire 

Development Control Plan 2015 via advertisements within the Walgett Spectator and 
Lightning Ridge News. 

 
  (b) Make the Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2015 publicly available via Council’s 

web site. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
A – Email dated 16 June 2015 from the Department of Planning and Environment in Dubbo. 
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Attachment A – Email dated 16 June 2015 from the department of planning and environment in 
Dubbo 
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NEW BUSINESSES- SP1 SPECIAL ACTIVITIES ZONE 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services 
AUTHOR:     Town Planner, Matt Clarkson 
FILE NUMBER:    11/1109 

 
Summary: 
2 letters have been received by Council regarding establishment of new businesses in the 
Lightning Ridge preserved opal fields.  It is recommended that Council resolve to write to NSW 
Department of Primary Industries, Western Lands Commission, and Crown Lands Division as 
the landowner to determine whether they would support the amendment of the Walgett Local 
Environmental Plan 2013 to permit such use. 
 
Background: 
Land use within the SP1 Special Activities zones (preserved opal fields) is regulated by the 
Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013 (LEP), gazetted 5 July 2013.  
 
Under the LEP, any business that is not ordinarily incidental or ancillary to mining is prohibited 
in the SP1 zones (excluding home businesses, home industries, home occupations, and 
extractive industries).  
 
In the preparation of the LEP, some established businesses and the proposed Australian Opal 
Centre in the SP1 zones were categorised as Additional Permitted Uses, and are thus 
permissible. 
 
Historically, establishment of new businesses in the preserved opal fields has not been 
supported as: 

 Most of the this area forms part of Crown Reserve 1024168 for opal mining, prospecting 
and public access, previously Permissive Occupancy 1985/19 held by Walgett Shire 
Council.  

 Business development in this area is inconsistent with the intent of the reserve, and may 
sterilise potentially opal bearing land. 

 It is more appropriate to establish new businesses in the Lightning Ridge B2 Local 
Centre zone or SP3 Tourist zone. 

 There is insufficient infrastructure to support business development, and creation of such 
infrastructure would be inconsistent with Council’s Opal Mining Related Policies adopted 
24 September 2013, and previous versions of those policies. 

 Sectors of the Lightning Ridge community have demonstrated strong opposition to such 
development. 

 
Council receives many enquiries relating to the establishment of new businesses in the SP1 
Special Activities zones every year. 
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Current position: 
Two letters dated 17 July 2015 have been received by Council from Bernice Mohr and Helen 
Theuma (Attachment A). The substance of the letters is that new commercial premises as well 
as tourist and visitor accommodation should be permissible in the SP1 Special Activities zones. 
 
If Council wished to be able to approve new commercial premises as well as tourist and visitor 
accommodation in the SP1 zones, it would need to request for an amendment of the LEP, 
initially via a planning proposal to obtain a gateway determination from the NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment. Should the determination be favourable, Council would then need to 
follow the prescribed process for the amendment of an LEP under the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 and Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
‘A Guide to Preparing Planning Proposals’, NSW Department of Planning, July 2009. 
Directions for LEP preparation issued by the Minister for Planning (Section 117 directions). 
Various Department of Planning and Infrastructure circulars and guidelines regarding LEP 
development. 

 
Governance issues: 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, 
which includes:  

to exercise community leadership 
to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of 

the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes 
the principles of ecologically sustainable development 

to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
Voting:- Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a 
motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors 
voting for and against the motion must be recorded. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Enabling new commercial premises as well as tourist and visitor accommodation within the SP1 
Special Activities zones may sterilise potentially opal bearing land. 
 
Stakeholders: 
The public, landholders, Walgett Shire Council, Department of Planning & Environment, State 
government agencies. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Preparation of a planning proposal would require significant Council resources 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Do nothing:- This option has not been recommended as: 

 Council has previously received many enquiries regarding business development within 
the Lightning Ridge SP1 Special Activities zones. 

 There appears to be a perception in the community that Council is anti-development, in 
the context where Council cannot approve such development, regardless of merit. 

Resolve to prepare a planning proposal to amend the LEP without consulting Crown lands:- 
This option has not been recommended as there is little chance of a positive gateway 
determination without landowner support. 
 
Conclusion: 
As any gateway determination for an amendment to the SP1 zone provisions of the LEP would 
be highly unlikely to succeed without the consent of the landowner, it would be prudent to gauge 
support for the initiative by NSW Department of Primary Industries, Crown Lands Division prior 
to submission of a planning proposal. 
 

New businesses - SP1 special activities zone 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the 2 letters dated 17 July 2015 have been received by Council from Bernice Mohr and 
Helen Theuma. 
 
2. Write to NSW Department of Primary Industries, Western Lands Commission, Crown Lands  
Division and ask whether they would support the amendment of the Walgett Local  
Environmental Plan 2013 to permit new commercial premises and tourist and visitor 
accommodation in the SP1 Special Activities zones. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
A – 2 letters dated 17 July 2015 from Bernice Mohr and Helen Theuma 
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Attachment A – Letters dated 17 July 2015 from Bernice Mohr and Helen Theuma. 
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MATTERS FOR BRIEF MENTION, PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services 
AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin, Director Planning & Regulatory Services 
FILE NUMBER:   10/434 

 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Division. 
 
a) POUND DOG REHOMING  

Nina Hartland of Riverina Pet Rescue continues to arrange for the pick up of unclaimed and 
surrendered dogs from the Walgett pound.  The number of dogs entering the pound 
remains far higher than the local demand and capacity for re-homing with responsible pet 
owners.  Riverina Pet Rescue continues to work with animal rescue organisations in 
southern NSW, Victoria and the ACT to place the animals with new owners.  The group 
publicises its activities via the internet at the following address - 
http://www.petrescue.com.au/groups/10030  
 
Riverina Rescue made the following pick-ups in recent months: 

 13-7-2015 – 7 dogs. 

 26-7-2015 – 5 dogs. 

 31-7-2015 – 5 dogs. 
 
Another dog rescue group, Deathrow Unchained, has commenced working with Council to 
rehome very large dogs.  They picked up two on 4-8-2015.  
 
 

b) REGULATORY ACTIONS 
In the period from 1 January to 31 July 2015 (7 months) the following fines have been 
issued for regulatory breaches: 

 $275 for wandering dog and $220 for dog not under control at Burren Junction. 

 $550 for abandon a motor vehicle at Cumborah. 

 Two fines of $550 for attacking dogs at Walgett. 

 $550 for abandon a motor vehicle at Cryon. 

 $550 for abandon a motor vehicle at Walgett. 

 $165 for selling unregistered dog at Lightning Ridge. 

 $275 for an unregistered dog at Walgett 

 $550 for an attacking dog at Walgett. 

 $165 for a dog not micro-chipped and $275 for a dog not registered at Collarenebri. 

 Two fines of $220 for dogs not under control at Lightning Ridge. 
 
In all cases a warning letter was issued inviting the affected party to “show cause” why a 
fine should not be issued, or they had a prior history of similar breaches. 
 

c) ILLEGAL WASTE DUMPING 
In the period from 1 January to 31 July 2015 (7 months) the following actions to address 
illegal waste dumping have been taken: 

http://www.petrescue.com.au/groups/10030
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 8 letters inviting people to show cause why they should not be fined for dumping in the 
vicinity of the Walgett waste depot. 2 letters were issued for dumping in the vicinity of the 
Lightning Ridge waste depot. 

 13 fines have been issued for dumping in the vicinity of the Walgett waste depot where 
there has been no response, or an inadequate response, to a show cause letter.  4 fines 
have been issued for similar dumping at Lightning Ridge. 

 1 fine is currently being appealed in the Lightning Ridge local court. 

 1 fine was also issued for deposit litter, after remnants of a windscreen were dumped in 
Montkeila St. Walgett. 

 

On the spot fines for waste dumping rose from $750 to $2,000 in late 2014. 
 
Section 143 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 provides that 
the owner of waste must take reasonable precautions and exercise due diligence to 
prevent their waste from being unlawfully dumped.  If a satisfactory response to a 
warning letter is not forthcoming, then a fine is usually issued. 

 
d) GIS CO-ORDINATOR VACANCY 

The GIS Coordinator position is presently vacant, after James Abel resigned and took up a 
similar role with Dubbo City Council.  Advertising of the vacancy is imminent. 

 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director of Planning &  
Regulatory Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
Receive and note the report by the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services on matters for 
brief mention, or information only. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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14.4 Director Engineering Services  

MONTHLY RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE & SUPPORT SERVICES PROGRESS 

REPORT – JULY 2015  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   12/211 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council with regards Engineering Services works 
progress up to 31st July 2015.  
 
Background: 
A budget of $24.08 Million including RMCC work has been allocated to the Rural Infrastructure 

and Support Service for capital & maintenance works, fleet management and   engineering 

administration for 2015/2016.  

 
Current Position: 
Rehabilitation works a Merrywinebone Road and Gingie Road are in progress, Maintenance 
works on Shire Roads are being carried out by Council’s maintenance team and three 
contractors. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2015/16 Operational Plan and Budget. 

 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering.  

 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 

 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
As at 31st July 2015, $ 861,401 has been spent from a total amount of $24.08m allocated for 
2015/2016 budget. The expenditure for capital and maintenance works  is $ 144,845.  
 
See attachment for details. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
 

Monthly Rural Infrastructure and Support Service Progress report from Director 
Engineering Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly works progress report for July   
2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment:  
2015/2016 Budget allocations up the 31st July 2015
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The Rural Infrastructure and support Services 2015/2016 allocated budget is as follows: 
 

Ledger Item 

Actuals, 
Committed & 
Oncost up to31st 
July   2015 

Budget 
% 

Budget 
Remarks 

Engineering Administration $43,879 $704,684 6%   

Depot operation   $41,000 0%   

Emergency Services (RFS * SES)   $340,000 0%   

Enforcement of Regulations   $25,000 0%   

Fleet Operations $39,062 $3,610,000 1%   

Regional Road Flood damage   $30,000 0%   

Urban Road Operation   $394,243 0%   

Local Roads Operations   $1,042,889 0%   

Local Roads Maintenance $39,402 $799,300 5%   

Regional Roads Operations $11,439 $880,864 1%   

Regional Roads Maintenance $94,004 $975,160 10%   

RMCC $440,468 $4,890,000 9%   

Private Works $193,147 $60,000 322% 

Costing of RFS station in 
Rowena ( $ 240,000 ) and 
expenditure of SES  vehicles   
will be revised during  Sept 
2015 QBR Review. 

Walgett Depot Renewal and 
Improvements 

  
 $  2,587,192.00  

0%   

Fleet Renewal and Improvement   
 $  2,492,376.00  

0%   

Local Road Renewal   
 $  1,803,000.00  

0%   

Regional Road Improvement   
 $  3,410,720.00  

0%   

Total $861,401 $24,086,428 4%   
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MONTHLY RMCC WORKS REPORT – JULY 2015  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   12/211 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress with regards RMCC works till 31st 
July 2015. 
 
Background: 
The initial RMCC Contract for 2014/2015 was $ 3,390,000. Due to an increase the scope of 

works, RMS has approved a variation of $ 1,736,396. The revised contract is  $ 5,126,396. 

 

The scope of works in this contract increases: 

 

Resealing, Heavy Patching, HW 12 Mt Brandon Widening, Grids Replacement (New item), Big 

Warrambool widening (new item) and Routine works. Recently, replacement of guard rail posts 

and additional heavy patching have been added on the contract.  

 

Except the line marking on the HW12 Warrnambool Widening project and guardrail posts work, 
all the scope of work has been completed. The remaining works will be completed by end of 
August 2015 (see table 1) 
 
Current Position: 
The RMS has also approved a contract of $ 5,096,160 for 2015/2016 financial year. The details 
of scope of works are given in table 2. 
 
One construction team is working on HW 12 Warrambool widening near Collarenebri. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
RMS approved budget 

 
Governance issues: 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
As at 31st July 2015, $4,582,017 ( Ref.  table 1 )  has been spent from 2014/2015 budget and  
$ 94,087 from 2015/2016 budget ( Ref. table 2 ). 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitoring the work progress of RMCC to ensure the works complete 
within the guidelines. 
 

Monthly RMCC works Report from Director Engineering Services – July   2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly RMCC works report for July 2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Table 1 – Allocations for 2014/215 RMCC Works 
 
Table 2 – Allocations for 2015/2016 RMCC Works 
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The funding allocations for 2014/2015 RMCC works are $5,126,396 details are as follows in table 1. The item no.1 & 2 is under Routine 
Maintenance category and rest of the items are under ordered works category. 
 
Table 1.  
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The funding allocations for 2015/2016 RMCC works are $ 5,096,160 details are as follows in table 2. 
The item no.1 is under Routine Maintenance category and rest of the items are under ordered works category. 
 
Table 2 
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MONTHLY MAINTENANCE GRADING REPORT – JULY 2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   11/211   

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council with regards progress on the 2015/2016 
Maintenance Road Works Programme on Shire Roads for the period July 2015. 
 
Background: 
Council has allocated amounts of $465,000 and $190,000 to maintain the unsealed Local 
and Rural Roads respectively to provide acceptable level of service. The Budget has been 
distributed to each road based on the length of road to allow maintenance grading at least 
once a year. Most roads get damaged after rain events several times in each year. This may 
require an additional budget vote in future, but will have to be offset against other works 
should this occur. 
 
Current Position: 
Council has two maintenance graders, only one is working currently. The other one is out of 
operation due to the lack of a grader operator. Council is in the process of filling the vacant 
position.  
 
External contractors are carrying out urgent maintenance works and this process will be 
continued until the position is filled. 
 
Details of maintenance grading locations are detailed in the attached report. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council approved Shire Roads Maintenance Grading Works schedule – July 2015 

 
Governance issues: 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourist 

 
Financial Implications: 
As at 31st July 2015, $ 34,419 has been spent from a total amount of $ 655,000 provided in 
the 2015/2016 budget and operational plan. 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the 
approved budget. 
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Monthly Maintenance Grading Report from Director Engineering Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly maintenance grading works report for July 2015 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachments:  
Maintenance works progress summary. 
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AMENDEMENT OF ROADS TO RECOVERY 2015-2016 PROJECT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   12/211   

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is gain inform Council’s approval for a proposed amendment of 
RTR projects for 2015/2016 financial year. The report recommends that Council agree to 
change the project from Buranbaa Road Gravelling Project to Reconstruction & Sealing of 
Shermans Way in Lighting Ridge and not carry out graveling work on the section of 
Burranbaa Road between 7km – 10km (measured from the intersection of Angledool Road 
and Burranbaa Road). 
 
Background: 
The Burranbaa Road Gravelling Project had been proposed at the April 2015 Council 
Meeting. The proposal was to gravel the sharp bend on the road. As this is a low traffic 
volume road, the proposed was delayed for further investigation to determine whether to 
take out sharp bend instead doing gravelling work postponed. 
 
On investigation, it has been revealed that the cost of the realignment is $ 500,000 excluding 
other unseen factors such as land acquisition and a Review Environmental Factor costs. 
This is not considered an effective utilisation of funds so an alternative proposal is now being 
put forward.  
 
Current Position: 
Based on the RTR budget allocation for 2015/2016, Council is required to complete several 
projects. In order to match the RTR allocation, the allocated amount for the Burranbaa Road 
project is being reallocated to a new project “Reconstruction and sealing of Shermans Way 
at Lightning Ridge”. The allocated budget is 213,590.92. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council approved works schedule April 2015 

 
Governance issues: 
Council has set four year Capital and Maintenance Works Programmes for the whole Shire 
as part of the Strategic Planning process. Whilst the programme should not be varied once 
set, occasionally there are circumstances which arise which necessitate Council considering 
and adopting changes to the approved four year programmes. 

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourist 
 
Financial Implications: 
2015/2016 Operational Plan and Budget 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Do nothing 
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Conclusion: 
The Shermans Way is one of the heaviest traffic volume routes in the Shire and it 
recommended to withdraw the Burranbaa Road Project and to transfer the budget in the 
construction and sealing of Shermans Way in Lightning Ridge. The proposed new work in 
Shermans Way is for reconstruction and sealing of 1km approximately starting from the end 
of the existing bitumen towards the intersection of Ridge Road & Shermans Way. 
 

Amendment of Roads to Recovery Project Report from Director Engineering Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receive and adopt the variation to the RTR Programme for 2015/2016 
2. That Council approve the transfer of $ 213,590.92 from the Burranbaa Road to the 
Shermans Way reconstruction and sealing project.  
3. That Council agree not to carry out the gravelling work on the section of Burranbaa Road 
between 7km – 10km (measured from the intersection of Angledool Road and Burranbaa 
Road). 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION, DIRECTOR ENGINEERING 

SERVICES  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director of Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   11/378 

 
 
Walgett Shire Council – Road Best Practice Manual  
 
Council is currently inspecting all the Shire roads based on the Best Practice Manual (ref 
Appendix C – Council Formal Schedule, Page 17 – 20.) The Best Practice Manual was 
endorsed by Council, at its meeting held in October 2013. 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Engineering 
Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Director of Engineering Services for brief mention or 
information be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
     

 
Attachments: 
Road Best Practice Manual – Circulated under Attachment Document  
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14.5 Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION FROM 

ACTING DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 
AUTHOR:    Prafulla KC-Acting Director-Urban Infrastructure Services  
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Collarenebri Filtration Plant Upgrade 
 
Commissioning, demonstration and handover are scheduled for Thursday 20 August 2015. 
Upgrade of Collarenebri Membrane Filtration Plant was completed on 10 July 2015.The 
upgrade includes the increase production capacity from 0.5ML to 0.7ML, conversion from 
high pressure system microfiltration to a low pressure ultrafiltration system with an addition 
of pressure media filters. With this additional pre-treatment and upgrade of membranes the 
plant is expected to produce good quality drinking water.  
 
Walgett Levee Refurbishment Stage 4 
 
On Tuesday 11 August Council Officer, Public Works and Central West Civil Pty Ltd met in 
Dubbo to discuss stage 4 of Walgett Levee. The contractor proposed to submit methodology 
to rectify defects on the completed section. Council has supplied list of gravel supplier in the 
area to contractor. A detailed report will be presented to Council after receiving the remedial 
proposal and comments from the designer.  
 
Remaining independent levee audit is scheduled for 19 August 2015. Samples will be taken 
on 500m internal up to the depth of 0.3m-0.5m along the stage 1-4 levee section.   
 
Walgett Weir Raising and Fish Conservation Measure 
 
NSW Fisheries has provided concept design of low cost fish way. The estimated cost of 
proposed fishway is $2.1 million. Council and NSW Fisheries have to seek additional funding 
to complete the fishway as existing funding will not cover the cost sot fishway.  

 
Geotechnical investigation for northern side of the weir which was deferred due to the wet 
weather is scheduled for Tuesday 18 August 2015.  Review of Environmental Factor and 
weir design is progressing. 
 
Walgett Drought Emergency Works 
 
New Town Bore  
 
DPI Water (former NOW) has provided 24 hour pump test result with 6 hour recovery time.   
The test report recommended using a pump at the depth of 30m to achieve 15 litres per 
second. Council staff is seeking quotes to design and install pump, sd and associated 
electrical works and to integrate it into existing Scada in the water treatment plant. 

 
Pipeline from Bicentennial Bore (existing town bore) 

 
Pipe laying from exiting town bore to the new water treatment plant has been completed. 
Connections to the bore and water treatment plant is scheduled in mid-September.  
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

108 
 

 

Matters generally for brief mention or information only – Urban Infrastructure Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed for brief mention or information is received, noted and endorsed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 

 


