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AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Tuesday 28th February 2023 
  

 

 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
on 28 February 2023 commencing at 11:00am to discuss the items listed in the 
Agenda. 
 
 
 
Please Note: The Council Meetings are recorded  
 
 
 
 

 

Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest as 
defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or involvement 
or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

• The person, or 

• Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

• The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

• The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

• If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

• Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

• Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the company 
or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

• A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

• The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be expected 
to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a pecuniary 
interest. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

• It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

• Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care needs 
to be taken when exercising this option. 

• Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

• Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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Local Government Act 1993 

Chapter 3 section 8A 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR COUNCILS 

 

(1) Exercise of functions generally 
The following general principles apply to the exercise of functions by councils: 
 
(a)  Councils should provide strong and effective representation, leadership, planning and 
decision-making. 
(b)  Councils should carry out functions in a way that provides the best possible value for 
residents and ratepayers. 
(c)  Councils should plan strategically, using the integrated planning and reporting framework, 
for the provision of effective and efficient services and regulation to meet the diverse needs of 
the local community. 
(d)  Councils should apply the integrated planning and reporting framework in carrying out 
their functions so as to achieve desired outcomes and continuous improvements. 
(e)  Councils should work co-operatively with other councils and the State government to 
achieve desired outcomes for the local community. 
(f)  Councils should manage lands and other assets so that current and future local community 
needs can be met in an affordable way. 
(g)  Councils should work with others to secure appropriate services for local community 
needs. 
(h)  Councils should act fairly, ethically and without bias in the interests of the local community. 
(i)  Councils should be responsible employers and provide a consultative and supportive 
working environment for staff. 
  
(2) Decision-making 
The following principles apply to decision-making by councils (subject to any other applicable 
law): 
 
(a)  Councils should recognise diverse local community needs and interests. 
(b)  Councils should consider social justice principles. 
(c)  Councils should consider the long term and cumulative effects of actions on future 
generations. 
(d)  Councils should consider the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 
(e)  Council decision-making should be transparent and decision-makers are to be 
accountable for decisions and omissions. 
 
(3) Community participation 
Councils should actively engage with their local communities, through the use of the integrated 
planning and reporting framework and other measures. 
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STATEMENT OF ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS 
 
 

Oath or Affirmation of Office 
 
In taking the Oath or Affirmation of Office, each Councillor has made a commitment to 
undertake the duties of the office of Councillor in the best interests of the people of 
Walgett Shire Local Government Area and Walgett Shire Council and that they will 
faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions 
vested in them under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of 
their ability and judgment.  
 
 
Conflicts of Interest 
 
A councillor who has a conflict of interest in any matter with which the council is 
concerned, and who is present at a meeting of the council when the matter is being 
considered, must disclose the interest and the nature of the interest to the meeting as 
soon as practicable. Both the disclosure and the nature of the interest must be 
recorded in the minutes of the Council meeting where the conflict of interest arises. 
Councillors should ensure that they are familiar with Parts 4 and 5 of the Code of 
Conduct in relation to their obligations to declare and manage conflicts of interests. 
 

Meeting Recordings 

Walgett Shire Council takes an audio recording of all public meetings, which is then uploaded 

to Council’s website at www.walgett.nsw.gov.au for public record. 

  

http://www.walgett.nsw.gov.au/
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PUBLIC FORUM PRESENTATIONS  
 

The Council may hold a public forum prior to each Ordinary Meeting of the Council for the 

purpose of hearing oral submissions from members of the public on items of business to be 

considered at the meeting (listed on the Agenda). 

 

Public forums may also be held prior to Extraordinary Council Meetings and meetings of 

committees of the Council. Public forums are to be chaired by the mayor or their nominee. 

 

The General Manager or their delegate may refuse to allow such material to be presented. 

A person may apply to speak on no more than 2 items of business on the agenda of the 

Council Meeting. 

 

The General Manager or their delegate may refuse an application to speak at a public forum. 

No more than three (3) speakers are to be permitted to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ each item of 

business on the agenda for the Council Meeting. If more than the permitted number of 

speakers apply to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ any item of business, the General Manager or their 

delegate may, in consultation with the mayor or the mayor’s nominated chairperson, increase 

the number of speakers permitted to speak on an item of business, where they are satisfied 

that it is necessary to do so to allow the council to hear a fuller range of views on the relevant 

item of business. 

 

Each speaker will be allowed five (5) minutes to address the Council. This time is to be strictly 

enforced by the Chairperson. The Chairperson of the meeting can grant one extension of up 

to a maximum of three (3) minutes, should further information, be considered to be important 

to the Council. This is solely at the discretion of the Chair. 

 

Speakers at public forums must not digress from their nominated item on the agenda. If a 

speaker digresses to irrelevant matters, the Chairperson is to direct the speaker not to do so. 

If a speaker fails to observe a direction from the chairperson, the speaker will not be further 

heard. 

 

A councillor (including the chairperson) may, through the chairperson, ask questions of a 

speaker following their address at a Public Forum. Questions put to a speaker must be direct, 

succinct and without argument. Debate will not be permitted by the speaker, Councillors or 

staff. Speakers are under no obligation to answer a question. Answers by the speaker, to each 

question are to be limited to three (3) minutes. Speakers at public forums cannot ask questions 

of the Council, Councillors or Council staff. 

 

The general manager or their nominee may, with the concurrence of the chairperson, address 

the council for up 5 minutes in response to an address to the council at a public forum after 

the address and any subsequent questions and answers have been finalised. 
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SPEAKER  

 

 
TOPIC 

 

Nil  Nil 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 
Proceedings of the meeting commenced at   am 
 
 

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I 
would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now 
reside within this Shire. 

 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF 

ABSENCE OR ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO-VISUAL LINK BY 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the leave of absence received from ______________ is accepted and leave of 

absence granted; and 
 
2. That the request to attend this meeting of Council via audio-visual link received from 

_____________ is accepted and approval granted. 

 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
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4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 

 

4.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 20 

DECEMBER 2022 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 20 December 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held 20 December 2022, having been 
circulated, be taken as read and confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings 
on the meeting. 
 
Moved:      
Seconded:   
  

 
Attachments: 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held 20 December 2022 
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5. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY/NON PECUNIARY 

INTERESTS 
 
Councillors and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any 
matters listed before them. 
 
In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and 
conflicts of interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you. 
 
Councillors may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at 
any time during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a 
declaration. 
 
Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest. 
 

Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/Non-
Pecuniary 

Reason 
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6. MAYORAL MONTHLY REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION:  Office of Mayor 
AUTHOR:    Jane Keir OAM 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0017 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides Council with information regarding the activities of the Mayor for the past 
month. 
 
Background: 
 
Welcome back Councillors & Staff, I hope everyone enjoyed the Christmas and New Year 
celebrations and that January was a quiet time with some relaxing holidays. 
 
On 23.1.23 I attended the judging of the nominations for Australia Day.  There were some 
amazing nominations for the awards, I admire all of these people who have put their hand up 
over the last 12 months to serve their communities in so many ways, going above and beyond 
at all times to make our Shire the great place that it is today. Congratulations to all the 
nominees. 
 
On 24.1.23 I spoke with Peter Rufford from Peece Consulting re my preferences and 
suggestions for road upgrades and repairs across the Shire.  I found this interesting and 
worthwhile because all the Councillors were given the opportunity to express their views 
individually which I think is important.  A report will come to Council from Peece with the 
findings and outcomes from our interviews.  No doubt there will be more discussion amongst 
the Councillors and staff before the final version of the report is tabled for action. 
 
On 26.1.23 Australia Day, I attended the celebration breakfast at Lightning Ridge.  My thanks 
goes to the Lightning Ridge District Bowling Club staff, it was a very happy and well organised 
morning. George McCormick was outstanding as the MC along with the Council staff in 
attendance.  We welcomed our ambassador for the day, John Wearne, an outstanding 
Australian who presented the awards.  
 
On 9.2.23 I attended a Traffic Committee meeting with WSC Engineering, Police & Transport 
NSW staff.  Many items were discussed and are tabled in the agenda for today. 
 
On 14.2.23 I attended an interview for my LG professional development.  I found the self-
assessment tool challenging.  I have more learning to do as a Councillor which is a 
requirement of the Local Government Act. 
 
On 16.2 23 I travelled to the intersection of the Colrose & Hardys Lease roads to meet with 
staff from CMCC & LLS & GM, Mike Urquhart to discuss the plan and management of the 
Hudson Pear infestation in this area.  Only a small number of plants at that site but they have 
been known to be there for around 20 years.  Time to eradicate them! 
 
19.2.23 GM, Mike Urquhart & I will travel to Sydney for the LGNSW Rural & Reginal Summit 
on 20.2.23 & Country Mayors Assoc of NSW Meet the Leaders Forum on 21.2.23, with the 
imminent State Election.  The program guest speakers are predominately MP’s from all 
parties. I will bring a report to the meeting in March 2023. 
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Monthly Mayoral Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Mayoral report for February 2023 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 28 FEBRUARY 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

24 
 

7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES/DELEGATES 

7.1  BORDER REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING – DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 1 

DECEMBER 2022 
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7.2  BORDER REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS 

ORDINARY MEETING – DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 

1 DECEMBER 2022 
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7.3  LOCAL AREA TRAFFIC COMMITTEE GENERAL MEETING – 

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9 FEBRUARY 2023 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE AND PETITIONS 

8.1 MEDIA RELEASE RECEIVED 4TH JANUARY 2023 FROM 

COUNTRY MAYORS ASSOCIATION INC OF NSW 
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8.2 MINING & ENERGY RELATED COUNCIL NSW – JANUARY 

2023 NEWSLETTER 
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9. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER  

9.1.1 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – JANUARY 2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 

 
Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered 
at the previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last 
meeting where items that have been completed are included.  Councillors are reminded that 
any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register has 
grown in size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always 
possible to resolve issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or 
Council’s own in-house resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register become3s the simple tool of keeping track of matters 
awaiting attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager 
prior to the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor 
issues more expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council and Manex Team. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised 
with the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – January 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for January 2023 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
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14.02.17 1/2017/15 Loan to Lightning Ridge Opal & Fossil Centre Inc. 
(a) That the Chief Financial Officers report be received. 
(b) That the Council provide a zero interest loan of $48,000 to the Lightning Ridge Opal 

and Fossil Centre Inc. for the purpose of completing a procurement plan, project 
management plan, risk management plan and asset management plan. 

(c) The loan be repaid over five (5) years as follows; 9/01/18 - $10,000, 9/1/2019 - 
$10,000, 9/1/20 - $10000, 9/1/21 - $10,000, 9/1/22 - $8,000. 

(d) That Walgett Shire Council and the Lightening Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre Inc. enter 
into a formal loan agreement and the General Manager be authorised to execute the 
loan agreement and the Council Seal be affixed to the loan document. 

(e) That a Council officer nominated by the General Manager (Chief Financial Officer) 
becomes a Board Member of the Lightning Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre to oversee 
Council’s financial interests. 

GM 30/05/22 Items (a) to (d) have been completed. 
GM to 

report to 
Council 

23.5.17 4/2017/34 

Lightning Ridge Bore Baths 
1. Council receive the CFO report 
2. 2. Council make provision of $100,000 in the 2017/18 budget for renewal of the 

Lightning Ridge Bore Bath between Nov 17 and April 18 
3. Recommendations of the structural assessment be implemented 
4. The General Manager arrange for a design and cost of the bore bath renewal and 

submit this to Council for consideration 

CFO 

27.6.17 Quotation for design & construction to be called in coming months. Work to be 
carried out during November 17 to March 18 
18.9.17 CFO in discussions with firm for engineers design 
18.10.17 CFO Issued purchase order for design of new tank 
22.11.17 Draft plan Received  -RFQ to be issued 
13.12.17 Waiting on new specifications & plan 
18.4.18 Project postponed until November 2018.   
18.4.18 RFQ to be issued and contractor engaged prior to October 2018 
17.4.19 RFT Underway for October March 19/20 
12.12.19 RFQ document under external review  
18.03.21 Options being investigated  
15.11.2021 GM to call tender for new pool when additional grant funds become 
available 

In progress 

26.09.17 9/2017/25 

That Council resolve to acquire Mr.and Mrs Raymond Pike’s land within which the current Council-
maintained section of O’Neils Road runs, then surrender the Council-Controlled section of corridor 
to Mr And Mrs Raymond Pike. 

DETS 

8.9.17 DETS hold talks with Mr Raymond Pike and his wife. They verbally agreed to 
the swap. 
5.11.17 Quotes received for cadastral survey  
30.03.18 Cadastral survey completed  
16.06.19 Work in Progress 
22.10.2019 Work in progress 
14.02.2020 Work in progress 
17.03.2020 Work in progress 
20.05.2020 work in progress 
9/6/2020 work in progress 
22/7/2020 work in progress 
16/9/2020 collected all the information required and the process in completion stage. 
21/10/2020 Council’s crown land manager is working on it. 
16/11/2020  “                                      “  
14/02/2022 GM to follow up as current status 
14.09.2022 Waiting on transfer of ownership 

In progress 

26.09.17 9/2017/26 

1.That Council resolves to authorise acquisition by compulsory process, of the Walgett Levee  
corridor through Lot 7024 DP1021106, Lot 7012 DP1021112, Lot 7301 DP1155276, Lot 7013 
DP1030416, Lot 7300 DP1155957, Lot 702 DP1051575, Lot 7001 DP1051908, Lot 3 DP1123824, 
Lot 703 DP1056310, Lot 7031 DP1055946 and Lot 7009 DP1055947. 
2. That Council resolves to make an application to the Minister to approve the compulsory 
acquisition process. 

DETS 

5.11.17 Quote received for cadastral survey  
10.1.18 Quote accepted  
16.08.18 Survey ongoing 
16.06.19 Work in progress 
9.09.2019  work in progress 
22.10.019 Work in progress 
14.02.2020 Work in progress 
17.03.2020 Received survey plan   
20.04.2020 Registration is in progress 
20.05.2020  work in progress 

Waiting on 
approval 

from crown 
lands 
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9/6/2020 work in progress 
22/7/2020 work in progress 
16/9/2020 work in hold  at this stage as the related staff  has other important  other 
commitments  
18.03.21 Crown Lands to authorise licence  

03.04.19 2/2019/23 

That Council determines to make minor amendments to the Draft Walgett Shire Rural Residential 
Strategy that reflect “Lightning Ridge Candidate Area B” is the most appropriate site based on 
community consultation and the limited number of potential lots (4 stated in the strategy) for 
“Lightning Ridge Candidate Area C”. 

DES 

Council has received funding from Department of Planning Industry and Environment 
to undertake completion of the planning proposal. Consultants Cityplan have 
commenced work on the project. 
Cityplan’s name has changed to “Gyde” 

• Gyde has received a draft servicing report from SMEC and are working 
through it with them; 

• The bridging report is under preparation with the intention of it being 
finalised shortly after the engineering issues are closed out; and  

• The bridging report will be provided to Council’s DES for review. Gyde will 
then amend the report as required. 

09/02/2022 – TEAMS meeting with Gyde Planning and DPIE representatives on Friday 
4/02/2022 to discuss recommendations of Bridging Report. 
15/02/2022 – Further technical analysis required by Gyde Planning. 
14.09.2022 Waiting on response from consultant 
10.10.2022 Director seeking to obtain support from DPE (formally DPIE). 
15.02.2023 Waiting on response from NSW Planning to progress the matter 

In progress 

17.12.19 12/2019/4 
Council investigate the options of highlighting Mr Frederick York Wolseley’s contribution towards the 
shearing industry in the form of a monument and associated historical information 

GM 
GM investigating tourist possibilities 
Rural Aid project 
11.07.2022 Signage wording underway 

In Progress 

28.04.20 3/2020/15 
That Council endorse Council Officers to advertise and write to owners of businesses that they 
believe require this Annual Fire Safety certificate, on the basis of the report to complete a tender for 
Council, but offsetting travel and accommodation costs for active community Business Owners 
whom wish to part of the process. 

DES 

Delayed pending appointment of new DES. 
15.11.2021 To be followed up by DES in early 2022.  
15.02.2022 – Consultation with business owners to commence in March ’22.  
19.04.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigate 
14.09.2022 Health & Building Surveyor to commence notifications 

Ongoing 

25/08/20 9/2020/19 

That Council note and accept the proposal to implement the 40 km/h speed zone in Walgett CBD in 
following sections of the roads: 
i. Fox street between Euroka Street and Warrena Street  
ii. Wee Waa Street between Peel Street and Pit Street 

DETS 

16.9.2020 discussed in Traffic Committee meeting held on 10th September 2020 and 
advised to send council resolution to all traffic committee members. 
21.10.2020 Engineering department in process  for community consultation 
16.11.2020 Community consultation is progress 
18.03.21 Funding being sought for signage  
20.06.2022 Submitting grant application July 2022 – Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge & 
Walgett 
14.09.2022 Grant application submitted. 
10.10.2022 Due to Local Traffic Committee recommendations to extend the proposed 
section – a new Community Consultation will need to take place. 
15.02.2023 Superceded by new resolution 14/2022/20  

COMPLETE 

25/08/20 9/2020/23 1. Prepare a Planning Proposal to amend the Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013 by relocating 
“intensive plant agriculture” from Permitted with consent to Permitted without consent in the RU1 
Primary Production zone. 
2. Forward the planning proposal to NSW planning, industry & environment with a request for a 
gateway determination; 
3. Request delegation from the Minister to “make” the amendment to the Walgett Local 
Environmental Plan 2013; 
4. Give delegation to the General Manager to make any minor alterations as requested by NSW 
Planning, Industry & Environment; and 
5. Undertake the state agency and public consultation as per the requirements of the Gateway 
Determination and Schedule 1, Clause 4 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979,  

DES 

Work on this project is suspended due to high number of development applications 
and enquiries. 
15.02.2022 – No change 
14.09.2022 DES to apply for grant 
10.11.2022 Project did not meet requirements for grant. Now applying to Western 
Region Planning for assistance to progress project. 
15.02.2023 Waiting on response from NSW Planning to progress the matter 

In progress 

15.12.20 15/2020/17 That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Conduct a trial of bin banks in the vicinity of the existing Landfills at Grawin and Sheepyard. 
2. Following the appointment of a casual Landfill Attendant site locations and number of bins be 
rolled out in a phased manner following a community consultation process. 

DES 

Negotiations with stakeholders has commenced. 
19.04.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigate 
18.05.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigating relevant licenses 
for land at Glengarry and Grawin 

In progress 
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27.07.2022 DES has been in contact with land holder at proposed site and awaiting his 
return to discuss further. 
14.09.2022 Health and Building Surveyor to progress in October 2022 
10.11.2022 DES has spoken with owner and confirmed location of bins.  Roadworks 
and site set-up for bins to be carried out in 2023 
15.02.2023 Waiting on Crown Land for licensing 

27.04.21 4/2021/15 

Council accepts the tender for the refurbishment of the grandstand at the Collarenebri Race Track 
from GLETAN GROUP in the sum of $360,495.11 excluding GST 

CFO 

22.07.21 Project underway 
15.11.21 Bar area 95% complete, main steel supports are in place, holes for 
foundations being prepared 
20.06.22 Gletan Group submitted a claim for extras which has been referred to the 
project manager at Barnson’s 
11.07.22 Gletan Group are continuing to drill holes for foundations and are anticipating 
a completion date of 12 August 2022 
14.09.2022 Health & Building Surveyor to inspect and sign off. 
15.02.2023 Waiting on structural engineer (Barson’s) to come back with report. 

In progress 

29.06.21 6/2021/3 

A. Council authorise the General Manager to further investigate the Walgett Aero Club proposal for 
an Avgas fuelling station at the Lightning Ridge Airport. 
B. The General Manager report back to Council on the outcome of investigations. 

GM 

15.11.2021 The General Manager has spoken to Committee members and is waiting 
on financial information. 
19.04.2022 GM to report to May 2022 meeting re tender option for provision of fuelling 
station. 
20.06.2022 Airport Manager preparing scope of works 
27.07.2022 Draft Scope of Works has been received and is in editing process 

In progress 

22.02.22 3/2022/22 b) That Council agree to sell both Lot 156 and Lot 157 DP 882747 Duff Street Walgett to Michael 
Hughes Transport for $85,000 (GST exclusive). 
c) A condition of sale being, the blocks are land locked and Council is not obligated to provide 
access via Duff Street, with connection to water/septic services, power, and Council’s half share of 
fencing, and removal of soiled fill, and relocation of the septic main to allow development be at the 
expense of Michael Hughes Transport. 
d) The General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the sale of documents and the 
Council’s Seal be affixed accordingly.  

GM 
19.04.22 GM wrote to interested parties and has, so far, not received a response. 
10/11/22 Waiting on response 

Waiting on 
response 

from 
prospective 
purchasers 

30.05.22 6/2022/17 Construction Collarenebri Artesian Hot Spring 
(b) Enter into a contract with Lukas Building and Excavation for the construction of a 15m circular 
pool, associated amenities, park furniture, BBQ with shelter and seating, concrete paths, 
concourse and stormwater drainage, as per Quotation No. 264, at a price of $1,127,400 (ex GST), 
and the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the contract and other relevant 
documents on behalf of Council 
(c) The Council Seal be affixed to the Contract. 
(d) Allocate $170,000 for the piping and pumping of water to and from the artesian hot spring pool. 
(e) Allocate $205,876 additional funding for the construction of the pool and amenities. 
 

GM/ 
CFO 

20.06.2022 Design in progress 
27.07.2022 GM waiting on design of circular pool and children’s pool 
22.08.2022 Design complete. Engineers design in progress 
12.12.2022 Design for wastewater complete. Tender for construction issued. 
15.02.2022 Architect redesigning size of pool 

In progress 

28.06.22 7/2022/8 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
1. Council join with the Far North West Joint Organisation (FNWJO) and all member Councils in 
establishing a Shared Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) in accordance with section 
428B of the Local Government Act 19333 
2. Council delegate authority to the FNWJO to appoint the chair and 2 independent members to 
form the ARIC to serve the FNWJO and all 3 member Councils. 
4. Council adopt the Draft Terms of Reference developed for the operation of the ARIC, noting the 
initial revised term to cater for the shorter period to be served by the current Council and the fact 
that there is no current need for the Chair to be pre-qualified at this stage. 
6. Applications, as detailed in the Expression of Interest document, be called for by the placement 
of advertisements in the local papers circulating in each of the towns within the FNWJO area, 
together with the websites of each of the member Councils, to provide local residents the 
opportunity to apply to become a member of the shared committee, if they are suitably qualified 
and wish to apply. 

GM 

11.07.2022 Deputy Mayor is Council delegate to ARIC. FNWJO recruiting the chair 
and independent members. 
12.12.2022 Advertising for Chairperson & Committee Members to commence early 
February 2023 

In progress 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 28 FEBRUARY 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

61 
 

26.07.22 8/2022/6 Section 355 Progress and Development Committees – Burren Junction Progress Committee and 
Walgett Community Development Committee: 
4. Council advertise, requesting interested community members nominate for membership to the 
abovementioned 355 committees of Council. GM 

27.07.2022 Advertising for committee members to commence August 2022 
14.09.2022 Advertising complete. Report to September 2022 Ordinary Meeting 
10.10.2022 Re-advertising of Walgett Community Development Committee 
commencing as there were not enough EOI’s received to form the committee.  Report 
to October 2022 Ordinary Meeting for Burren Junction Progress Committee 
10.11.22 Burren Junction Progress Committee selected by Council on 27/10/22 and 
have been advised in writing. 

Partially 
Complete 

26.07.22 8/2022/19 Purchase of Property at Carinda: 
2. Council approves the purchase of 23 Colin St, Carinda; being described as Lot 2 DP309612 
having a purchase price of $15,000 
3. The General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the necessary documents to finalise 
the purchase. 
4. The property be classified as operational 

GM/ 
DES 

22.08.2022 Council’s solicitor has commenced purchase process In progress 

30.08.22 10/2022/24 Long-Term Strategy for Lots 1 to 75 DP838673 
1. Call for Expressions of Interest for the grazing rights to Lots 1 to 75 DP838673 for an initial two 
(2) year period 
2. develop a proposal for the staged development of the subdivision to be full costed to include all 
services; power, water, effluent, sealed internal roads and high speed NBN 

GM 10.11.2022 Basic investigation commenced in terms of land categorisations In progress 

30.08.22 10/2022/26 Fixing Local Roads Program – Lorne Road Reconstruction and Sealing of 5.79kms 
1. Decline to accept the variation proposal submitted by McMahon Services Australia Pty Ltd 
2. Enter into a deed of mutual termination with McMahon Services Australia Pty Ltd to bring 
responsibilities and obligations of both parties, under the contract, to an end 
3. Immediately commence reconstruction and sealing of 5.79kms of Lorne Road, Lightning Ridge, 
using Council day labour and local sub-contractors 
4. Immediately commence formal discussion with TfNSW regarding possible cost overrun of all 
TfNSW projects due to price escalations in fuel, road construction materials and sub-contractor 
rates. 

DETS 
14.09.2022 Deed of release executed.  Subcontractors to commence work in October 
2022 
10.10.2022 Works scheduled to commence late October 2022 (weather permitting) 

In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/12 Partial Road Closure – Bill O’Brien Way, Lightning Ridge 
1. The partial closure of Bill O’Brien Way from Lot 79 to the western end of Lot 78 DP820469, 
being Crown Reserve 230076, as proposed in the above report. 
2. Council approve construction of ‘Anyone Can Play Park’ on that part of the partially closed road 
(Bill O’Brien Way) and Lot 78 DP820469 (being Crown Reserve 230076). 
3. Council construct a small toilet facility with one (1) unisex ambulant and one (1) accessible 
toilet, if required by DPIE recommendations. 

DETS/ 
Ramesh 

10.10.2022 Road closure process has commenced 
12.12.2022 DPIE has approved new site in Rotary Park 

In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/23 Lease of space on Collarenebri Water Tower 
2. That Council enter into a lease with Field Solutions Group P/L for lease of part Lot 1462 
DP862540; being approximately 8m x 4m in size, for a period of five (5) years, with an option of a 
further 5 x 5 term options. 
4. The Council Seal be affixed to the Lease Agreement and the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to execute the lease documents. 

GM 
10.10.2022 Lease documents requested 
12.12.2022 GM Reviewing Lease Agreement 

In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/24 Lease to Graincorp Operations Ltd – Part road reserve adjacent to Kamilaroi Highway, Burren 
Junction 
2. That Council enter into a lease with Graincorp Operations Limited for lease of part Road 
Reserve, described as; the proposed lease area is located with the land area bounded by Lot 7300 
DP 1153362 to its west, Lot 53 DP 753925 and part of Lot 7004 DP 1032424 to its north, Lot 54 
DP 753926 to its east, the Kamilaroi Highway/Slacksmith Street corridor to its South, and Lot 65 
DP 721416 along this lot’s north and east boundaries, excluding a 20 metre public road corridor 
along the northern and eastern boundary for a period of Five (5) years with an option to renew for 
a further Five (5) years. 
4. The Council Seal be affixed to the lease agreement and the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to execute the Lease documents. 

GM/ 
DETS 

04.10.2022 Lease arrangement placed on public exhibition, closing 1st Nov. 2022.  
20.10.2022 New report to Council requesting further 5x5 year extension options. 
10.11.2022 Legal issues being reviewed by Solicitors from both parties 
15.02.2023 Waiting on further information from Graincorp. 

In progress 
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5. Council formally contact adjoining landowners, advising of the lease arrangement of the public 
road corridor. 
6. Council place the lease arrangement on Public Display, for a period of 28 days, calling for 
submissions from the public. 

27.10.22 12/2022/11 Closedown of Council Administration Offices over the 2022/2023 Festive Season 
2. That the closedown be effectively notified to residents, along with details of essential service 
and emergency call out arrangements. 
3. Note a separate shutdown period will be put in place for all outdoor staff to coincide with the 
commencement of the skeleton crews, in accordance with the Award 

GM 10.11.2022 Arrangements currently in progress with Department Directors COMPLETE 

27.10.22 12/2022/15  Rebates to Churches and other Not-For-Profit Organisations (Section 356) 
2. A review be conducted of Council’s Rebates to Churches and other Not-For-Profit Organisations 
Policy and the list of recipients for the 2023/204 financial year. 

CFO 10.11.2022 A review to be conducted by Rates officer for February 2023. 
Not yet 

commenced 

27.10.22 12/2022/27 Lease to Graincorp – Part Road Reserve Adjacent to Kamilaroi Highway, Burren Junction 
2. That Council offer Graincorp Operations Limited a further two (2), five (5) year lease options in 
the lease document for the land described as: “the proposed lease area is located with the land 
area bounded by Lot 7300 DP 1153362 to its west, Lot 53 DP 753925 and part of Lot 7004 DP 
1032424 to its north, Lot 54 DP 753926 to its east, the Kamilaroi Highway/Slacksmith Street 
corridor to its south, and Lot 65 DP 721416 along this lot’s north and east boundaries, excluding a 
20 metre public road corridor along the northern and eastern boundary”.  

GM 10.11.2022 Legal issues being reviewed by Solicitors from both parties In progress 

27.10.22 12/2022/28 Licence Agreement between Walgett Shire Council and PCYC Walgett 
3. That the General Manager be authorised to execute to Lease Agreement and the Council Seal 
be affixed to the Licence Agreement 

GM 
12.12.2022 Agreement complete and minor amendments made to licence before 
signing 

In progress 

22.11.22 13/2022/16 That Council approve the additional plant purchases as detailed in Table 6.0 and these be 
allocated to the long-term financial plan for the financial years as allotted in Table 6.0 

CFO 
12.12.2022 To be included in the draft LTFP in January 2023 
15.02.2023 Report to 28 March 2023 meeting. 

In progress 

22.11.22 13/2022/21 That Walgett Shire Council joins with Local Government NSW and Country Mayors Association of 
NSW in declaring a State-wide Road Emergency 

GM  In progress 
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20.12.22 14/2022/12 Council Purchase of 43 Duff Street, Walgett 
2. Council approves the purchase of 43 Duff Street, Walgett, described as Lot 26 DP264538, for a 
purchase price of $6,000 (including GST) 
3. The General Manager be authorised to execute the necessary documents to finalise the 
purchase 
4. The property be classified as operational 

GM 15.02.2023 Purchased at auction COMPLETE 

20.12.22 14/2022/20 That Council approve the Walgett CBD 40KPH Zone as per the proposed area sketches contained 
in the report tabled (Items 9.2.4) 

DETS 
15.02.2023 Preliminary information is with Transport for NSW for approval.  TfNSW 
will also assist with pushing for funding 

In progress 

20.12.22 14/2022/23 That Walgett Shire Council resolve to disperse a grant of $3,905.00 from the Walgett Shire Council 
Local Heritage Fund 2022-023, in accordance with the recommendations of the Council’s Heritage 
Advisor.  (Applicant: Dale Bowden – 152-156 Fox Street, Walgett) 
 DES 

15.02.2023 Applicant has been notified and we are now waiting on works to be 
completed before funds can be remitted. 

In progress 

20.12.22 14/2022/26 Lease to Services NSW – Walgett Services Agency (RMS) 
2. Renew the lease of the Walgett Motor Registry with Service NSW for a further three (3) years 
with a commencing rental of $35,778.28 (excl. GST) per annum, with an option for a further three 
(3) years with a fixed 3% increase on the option in 2026 
3. The Council Seal be affixed to the Lease Agreement and the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to execute the Lease Agreement 

GM 15.02.2023 Waiting on lease documents from Service NSW In progress 

20.12.22 14/2022/27 Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates 
That Council resolves that should a notice to vacate prove unsuccessful, the Council seek a Court 
Order to evict the current residents of 15 Cedar Street, Walgett 

GM 15.02.2023 Residents vacated premises and property now settled. COMPLETE 
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9.1.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart 
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 

 
Summary: 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and 
Cabinet are attached for Councillors information.  Circulars are emailed to Councillors when 
published from LGNSW. 
 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of Councillors: 
 

• 22-39 / Release of Cyber Security Guidelines for NSW Local Government. 

• 22-40 / Amendments to the tendering provisions of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2021 and consultation of the development of new procurement guidelines 
for councils. 

• 22-41 / Update on the Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit for Local 
Government in NSW. 

• 22-42 / Councils and joint organisations to provide OLG’s credit card guidelines to their 
ARICs. 
 

Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications.  Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received From the NSW Office of Local Government 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Department circular 22-39 through to 22-42 
from the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet, be received and 
noted. 
  
Moved:   
Seconded:  
  

Attachments: 
Circulars 
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9.1.3 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart 
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 

 
Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors to make notes of to avoid 
any clashes of commitments. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
This report allows Councillors and senior management staff to plan their activities and spread 
their work load having regard to upcoming commitments.  It also avoids situations where some 
Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when they have been scheduled.  In addition, 
outside organisations have been requested to send meeting notice and minutes direct to 
Council’s various representatives.  Where notification is received meeting dates will be listed 
on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar and the representative(s) names flagged. 
 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning.  Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming community 
or Councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Not applicable. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable. 
 
Conclusion: 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and not the information. 
 

Important Dates For Councillors – Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
  
Moved:   
Seconded:  
  

 
Attachments: 
Upcoming meetings and events schedule. 
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IMPORTANT DATES – Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 

DATE  MEETING/FUNCTION  LOCATION  NOTES  

6 March 2023 CMCC Meeting Coonamble Shire 
Chambers 

Clr Cooke, Clr Woodcock 
and General Manager 

7 March 2023 Shire Roads 
Bus Tour 

Walgett Chambers Mayor, all Councillors 
GM and DETS 

9 March 2023 Country Mayors  
Assoc. Meeting 

Newcastle Mayor and 
General Manager 

28 March 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

30 March 2023 Barwon Darling CAG 
Ordinary Meeting 

Bourke Mayor, Deputy Mayor & 
General Manager 

12 April 2023 
 

Local Area Traffic 
Committee Meeting 

Lightning Ridge 
MPC 

Mayor, Clr Hundy, Clr 
Rummery, Clr Cooke & 

GM 

26 April 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

10 May 2023 LEMC Meeting Walgett Mayor and 
General Manager 

26 May 2023 Country Mayors  
Assoc. Meeting 

Coonamble Mayor and 
General Manager 

30 May 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

27 June 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

25 July 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

4 August 2023 Country Mayors  
Assoc. Meeting 

Coonamble Mayor and 
General Manager 

9 August 2023 LEMC Meeting Walgett Mayor and 
General Manager 

29 August 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

26 September 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

24 October 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

3 November 2023 Country Mayors  
Assoc. Meeting 

Coonamble Mayor and 
General Manager 

8 November 2023 LEMC Meeting Walgett Mayor and 
General Manager 

23 November 2023 BROC AGM and 
Ordinary Meetings 

Tenterfield Shire 
Council 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor  
and General Manager 

28 November 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

19 December 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  
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9.1.4 2022 COUNCIL POLICY AND PROCEDURE REVIEW 

 
REPORTING SECTION:  Executive  
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0107 

 
Summary: 
 
The attached policies are presented to Council for consideration and adoption. 
 

1. Contract Management 
2. Working from Home 

 
Background:  
Council from time to time Council must regularly review its various policies and procedures to 
ensure compliance with current legislation and relevant procedures applying at the time. 
 
Current Position: 
The following policies have been reviewed by senior management and a number of cosmetic 
changes have been made to the documents.  
 
Governance issues: 
As per the various policies 
Local Government Act 1993  
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
 
Environmental issues: 
N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Community 
Walgett Shire Council Staff 
Financial Implications: 
The revised policies do not present any financial issues for Council. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
N/A 
 
Conclusion: 
There writer is recommending Council adopts the revised policies as presented. 
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Council Policy and Procedure Review 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That: 
 
1. The General Managers report be received; 
 
2. Council adopts the revised policies and procedures as presented: 
 

1. Contract Management 
2. Working from Home 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
The abovementioned policies and procedures. 
(Refer to attachment document) 
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9.1.5 SECTION 356 - COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE SCHEME 2022/2023 

ROUND 2 FUNDING 

 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive Services 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager  
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0022 

 
Summary: 
This report relates to the assessment of applications for financial assistance through the 
Community Assistance Scheme 2022/2023 (Round 2). Council has received a total of 14 
applications, with five (5) organisations being recommended to receive financial assistance, 
five (5) being deemed ineligible, three (3) were for projects tabled in the 2023/2024 financial 
year and one (1) was denied. 
 
The Community Assistance Scheme is proving very popular with more and more organisations 
applying for assistance. 
 
Background: 
Applications for Round 2 of the 2022/2023 funding were invited from community organisations 
for financial assistance under the Community Assistance Scheme. The scheme was 
advertised Shire wide, with applications closing on 20th February 2023.   
 
Applicants must be incorporated entities and/or registered not-for-profit organisations and 
based in, or affiliated with, Walgett Shire. The maximum amount per project is $3,000 and is 
limited to one donation per organisation per year.  
 
The Community Assistance Scheme objectives are to: 

• Support charities and community projects, events and activities which occur within the 
Walgett Shire area, and are a benefit to the community; 

• Foster or support new services, initiatives and resources within the Shire; 

• Improve awareness and use of community services and resources within the Shire; 

• Encourage increased participation in local community events within the Shire. 
 
Council reserves the right to part fund applications or deny funding if previous grants have not 
been used and/or acquitted within the parameters of the scheme funding or the application 
does not align with the scheme objectives. 
 
Current Position: 
An amount of $30,000 has been provided for in the 2022/2023 budget, to fund eligible 
applications for donations under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
In Round 1 a total of 11 community organisations submitted applications to be considered for 
funding. Of those applications seven (7) were resolved to receive funding, to a total amount of 
$12,868, one (1) was deemed ineligible and three (3) applications were incomplete requiring 
additional information.  
 
In Round 2 a balance of $17,132 is available in the 2022/2023 budget to fund eligible 
applications. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Section 356 Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 28 FEBRUARY 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

77 
 

Governance issues: 
Council is able to grant financial assistance to community organisations in accordance with 
Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 

Environmental issues: 
No environmental issues have been identified in relation to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Community organisation applicants 
Walgett Shire Community 
 

Financial Implications: 
A total of $30,000 is budgeted for the Community Assistance Scheme in 2022/2023.  An 
amount of $12,868 has been granted, to date, leaving a balance of $17,132. 
 
In the circumstance where not all of the allocated budget is granted or expended, the balance 
of monies are to be rolled over in to the 2023/2024 funding year.  
 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
That Council does not approve the recommended allocations. 
 

Conclusion: 
Provide financial assistance to five (5) organisations, with a total allocation of $9,000, and all 
applicants be written to advising of Council’s decision.  Refer to attachment for more 
information.  
 
Council will also monitor the progress of the projects/activities through the acquittal process 
ensure the project objectives are met and Council is satisfied with the outcomes.   
 

Community Assistance Scheme – 2022/23 Applications 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the following eligible applicants be granted financial assistance under Section 356 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 for Round Two of the 2022/2023 Community Assistance Scheme. 
 
Lightning Ridge Pony Club Inc.   $3,000 
Rotary Club of Lightning Ridge Inc.     $3,000 
Walgett Show Society Inc.      $1,500 
Country Women’s Association Inc. – Gadooga/Lightning Ridge $1,000 
Walgett Garden Club       $   500 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Applications list. 
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Organisation Project Cost of Project/Activity Amount Requested

Recommended 

Amount Max. $3000 Previous Funding

Lightning Ridge Pony 

Club

Seeking financial assistance with the costs of 

hosting the Lightning Ridge Black Opal Bull & 

Bronc Ride  $                     91,500.00  $                3,000.00  $                         3,000.00 Yes

Rotary Club of Lighting 

Ridge INC.

Seeking financial assistance with the purchase & 

transport of a storage container to hold safety & 

mobility equipment for residents recovering from 

surgery/il lness at home  $                       6,000.00  $                3,000.00  $                         3,000.00 No

Walgett Show Society 

Inc.

Seeking financial assistance with entertainments 

costs at the Walgett Show  $                     16,000.00  $                3,000.00  $                         1,500.00 Yes

CWA - 

Goodooga/Lightning 

Ridge Branch

Seeking financial assistance to assist with 

catering costs of Wool Day exhibition and 

fundraiser  $                     10,000.00  $                1,000.00  $                         1,000.00 Yes

Walgett Garden Club

Seeking financial assistance to host a community 

educational gardening luncheon  $                       6,535.00  $                3,000.00  $                             500.00 Yes

North West Plains 

Sustainability Group 

Inc.

Seeking financial assistance to host a 2 day cloud 

Xero training event  $                       7,500.00  $                3,000.00 

 2019/2020 GRANT NO 

SATISFACTORILY 

ACQUITTED Yes

Burren Junction CWA

To assist with costs of hosting a Ladies' Lunch at 

the Annual Flower Show - July/Sept 2023  $                       6,392.00  $                3,000.00 

 PROJECT IN NEXT FY

HOLD APP OVER TO 

23/24 Yes

Walgett Tennis Club

Newly starting out and require financial 

assistance with coaching fees and training 

equipement  $                       4,281.90  $                3,000.00 

 ALL DOCUMENTS 

UNAVAILBLE AS CLUB IS 

NEW - Recommend re-

apply in 23/24 No

Walgett Isolated 

Children's Parents 

Assoc.

Assist with costs of hosting September 2023 

school holiday tennis coaching clinic  $                       2,000.00  $                1,500.00 

 PROJECT IN NEXT FY

HOLD APP OVER TO 

23/24 No

Lightning Ridge 

Residential Aged Care Ineligible to apply

Collarenebri 

Watersports Club Inc.

Ineligible application - Event will  take place 

before grant is awarded

Carinda Diggers Hall  Ineligible to apply

Lightning Ridge 

Community Radio Inc. Ineligible to apply

Carinda Playgroup Ineligible to apply

Community Assistance Scheme 2022/2023 - Round 2 Applications Summary
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9.1.6 SECOND QUARTER OPERATIONAL PLAN & HALF YEARLY 

DELIVERY PROGRAM FOR 2022/2023 

 

REPORTING SECTION:  Executive Services  
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0020 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides Council with the status of the second quarter Operational Plan and yearly 
Delivery Program Targets for 2022/2023. 
 
Background:  
 
Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to adopt an Operational Plan 
and Section 404 requires Council to adopt a Delivery Program. This report comments on the 
status of the Operational Plan and Delivery Program as at 31st December 2022 and the extent 
to which the performance targets have been achieved.  
 
Current Position: 
 
The second quarter Operational Plan & Delivery Program Status Report is attached for 
Council’s information. 
 
At this point in time, a vast majority of the performance targets have been met, while a small 
number of projects are on-going. Status comments explain the position and reasons for the 
roll-over projects have been delayed. 
 
Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government regulation (2005) 
 
Environmental issues: 
N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire ratepayers and residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
All matters arising from the operational plan are accordingly covered by budget allocations or 
variation in the Quarterly Budget Reviews.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council should note the progress made during the second quarter of the Operational Plan 
2022/2023 and half yearly Delivery Program. 
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Second Quarter Operational Plan & Half Yearly Delivery Program for 2022/2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council accepts the progress made on the 2022/2023 Operational Plan and Delivery 
Program as at 31st December 2022. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachment: 
Second Quarter Operational Plan & half yearly Delivery Program for 2022/2023 Status Report  

(Refer to attachment document) 
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9.1.7 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 

INFROMATION FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0022 

 
Summary: 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Engineering/Technical Services division. 
 
Background: 
For Councillor information purposes, the following is advised: 
 

• Lightning Ridge and Walgett toilet facilities waiting on final elements for completion. 
Apex Park Walgett complete with paths and grass in coming months. 

• Collarenebri Artesian Spring pool – Final design in progress with depth to 1.6metres 
as requested by Councillors. Quotations underway for delivery of water to the bore 
bath in Wilson Street.  

• Walgett Splash Park – Successful tenderer ParkEquip. Contract issued and contractor 
to commence in early 2023. Currently negotiating works for splash pad slab. 

• Colless Grandstand – Steps, railing and down pipes complete. Plaques now in place. 

• Walgett Showground Road and Carpark – Sealing road completed on 18th October 
2022. Carpark will be prepared in the coming week in readiness for sealing. 

• Lightning Ridge “Anyone Can Play Park” – Road resumption underway and design to 
fit park under review. NSW Government have approved the new site. 

• Collarenebri Showground Dining room – Slab and refurbishment work on dining room 
ready for quotation. 

• Collarenebri Lawn Cemetery – One (1) quotation received, waiting on second quote. 
Irrigation system to be installed by WSC staff. Hardstand for carpark to be completed 
when road is upgraded. Contractor and DE&TS has visited site and made preliminary 
arrangements for the work in the coming months. 

• Walgett Netball Courts – design commenced, soil test to be carried out. 

• Walgett CBD Improvements – Works to continue along the main street with the Fox 
Street and Wee Waa Street repairs now complete. 

• Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee – In progress with FNWJO engaging Chair 
for all four (4) Councils.  

• TV Commercial campaign has commenced across the eastern part of NSW. 

• New Walgett Shire and Tourism web sites to be operational Mid February 2023. 

• Flood repairs are underway on Walgett Showground buildings in readiness for the 
Show in May. 

• Refurbishment of the Walgett Caravan Park amenities is now complete. 

• New seating in place at Spider Brown Oval Lightning Ridge. 

• Sculptor Carl Valerious has repaired the original man on the monument and a 
fibreglass mould has been taken and computerised in Melbourne. Stone for the new 
man is on its way from Italy. The old man will be re-located into the grounds of Memorial 
Park in Fox Street Walgett. 

• Final works to complete the Collarenebri Jockey Club are underway and the Project 
Manager will inspect shortly. 

• The new amenities design for the Collarenebri Showground has received the tick of 
approval from the Jockey Club Committee and works will commence on the footings 
and repairs in the coming months.  

• Council has received one (1) quotation for the Carinda sportsground fence. 
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Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only – From General Manager 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from the General Manager 
be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil. 
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9.1.8 MONTHLY OUTSTANDING RATES AS AT 31 DECEMEBER 2022 

 
REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate Services  
AUTHOR:    Kevin Dunshea – Rates Clerk 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0001 

 
Summary: 
Council’s debt recovery policy is aimed at having outstanding rates and annual charges debts 
recovered in a timely manner to support Council in its objectives by providing sufficient funding 
to enable the continued provision of services to the local government area. The aim of this 
process is to achieve a recovery of rates and annual charges levied in any given financial year 
of greater than 90%. 
 
Background: 
Council is obliged to report on a number of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) as part of their 
statutory reporting regime. One of these KPIs is the Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra 
Charges Outstanding Percentage. The purpose of this KPI is “to assess the impact of 
uncollected rates and annual charges on Council’s liquidity and the adequacy of recovery 
efforts.”   
 
Walgett Shire Council is classified as a Regional and Rural Council and the benchmark used 
for these councils in the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting is less than 10% for the Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra Charges 
Outstanding Percentage as at the end of the financial year. 
 
Current Position: 
Collection of the current years levy and arrears as at 31 December 2022 is 52.99% which is 
1.24% less than the previous year collection at 31 December 2021 of 54.23%. Collections 
have increased in the first few weeks of January 2023 with a total of 53.02% collected. 
  
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Outstanding Rates Report. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is obliged to act in the community’s best interest and to ensure adequate service 
provision is upheld through measures of sustaining, maintaining and improving long term 
financial sustainability. A key area is to show the ongoing effective management of outstanding 
rates and annual charges recovery by reducing the outstanding rates percentage to an 
acceptable benchmarked value each year.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council Community 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by external 
bodies such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review Panel. Efforts 
to improve and lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges strengthen Walgett Shire 
Council’s long term financial position.  
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
 
Conclusion: 
The report recommends that Council note the outstanding rates and annual charges 
percentage. 
 
 

Monthly Outstanding Rates Report as at 31 December 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
The 31 December 2022 outstanding rates report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Monthly Report – Outstanding Rates Report 
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9.1.9 MONTHLY OUTSTANDING RATES AS AT 31 JANUARY 2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate Services  
AUTHOR:    Kevin Dunshea – Rates Clerk 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0021 

 
Summary: 
Council’s debt recovery policy is aimed at having outstanding rates and annual charges debts 
recovered in a timely manner to support Council in its objectives by providing sufficient funding 
to enable the continued provision of services to the local government area. The aim of this 
process is to achieve a recovery of rates and annual charges levied in any given financial year 
of greater than 90%. 
 
Background: 
Council is obliged to report on a number of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) as part of their 
statutory reporting regime. One of these KPIs is the Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra 
Charges Outstanding Percentage. The purpose of this KPI is “to assess the impact of 
uncollected rates and annual charges on Council’s liquidity and the adequacy of recovery 
efforts.”   
 
Walgett Shire Council is classified as a Regional and Rural Council and the benchmark used 
for these councils in the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting is less than 10% for the Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra Charges 
Outstanding Percentage as at the end of the financial year. 
 
Current Position: 
Collection of the current years levy and arrears as at 31 January 2023 is 53.83% which is 
3.09% less than the previous year collection at 31 January 2022 of 56.92%. Collections have 
increased in the first few weeks of February 2023 with a total of 54.48% collected. 
 
Council held an auction on 10th December 2022 for the Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates & 
Charges. The necessary credit/write-off adjustments to reduce the outstanding rates debtor 
balances are pending finalisation. Once completed, the credit/write-off adjustments would be 
reflected within a subsequent monthly outstanding rates report. 
  
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Outstanding Rates Report. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is obliged to act in the community’s best interest and to ensure adequate service 
provision is upheld through measures of sustaining, maintaining and improving long term 
financial sustainability. A key area is to show the ongoing effective management of outstanding 
rates and annual charges recovery by reducing the outstanding rates percentage to an 
acceptable benchmarked value each year.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council Community 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
Walgett Shire Council 
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Financial Implications: 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by external 
bodies such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review Panel. Efforts 
to improve and lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges strengthen Walgett Shire 
Council’s long term financial position.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
 
Conclusion: 
The report recommends that Council note the outstanding rates and annual charges 
percentage. 
 
 

Monthly Outstanding Rates Report as at 31 January 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
The 31 January 2023 outstanding rates report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Monthly Report – Outstanding Rates Report 
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9.1.10 CASH & INVESTMENTS AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2022 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Shirley Burraston – Management Accountant 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0003 

 
Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the 
period ending 31st December 2022. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of on-call bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing term 
deposits.  The portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. Council's investment portfolio does not have a secondary market available for 
the trading of investments and is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments and other available products 
that meet Council policy guidelines. A comparison of Council’s investment portfolio results is 
also made monthly to that of other NSW Councils and Walgett Shire’s results from the portfolio 
continue to better than average. 
 
The investments are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and Policies listed in 
this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at month end held a total of $37,120,974 in on-call bank accounts and interest-bearing 

term deposits with financial institutions in Australia. The investments are compliant with the 

Local Government Act (NSW), the associated Regulations and Ministerial Order and Council’s 

Investment Policy. 

Council’s detailed investment portfolio and compliance information is shown in Attachment 1 

to this report. This information is represented graphically as well as digitally and shows 

Council’s compliance to the investment policy for all key performance indicators in the policy. 

The official cash rate was raised by the RBA a further 0.25% in December 2022 to 3.10%.   

The RBA December Board Meeting minutes sent mixed signals to the market, indicating a 

confidence that global growth and goods price inflation would was expected to ease.  The 

Board also indicated that Australian wages growth had shifted to the upside, offsetting the 

impact of the global easing.  The market is predicting and factoring in a recession in the coming 

years. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in August 2022) 

Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
Financial Institutions 
 
Conclusion: 
At 31st December 2022 Walgett Shire Council’s total cash and invested funds totalled 
$37,120,974, increasing the portfolio by $947,630 from the previous month. 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 
5th January 2016.  
 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s Cash Book and General Ledger have been reconciled to 
the bank statement as at the end of month. 

 
Shirley Burraston 
 
Management Accountant – Acting Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
 

Cash and Investment Report as at 31st December 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Investment report be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Walgett Shire Council’s Portfolio report from Imperium Markets 

(Refer to attachment document) 
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9.1.11 CASH & INVESTMENTS AS AT 31 JANUARY 2023 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Shirley Burraston – Management Accountant 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0004 

 
Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the 
period ending 31st January 2023. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of on-call bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing term 
deposits.  The portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. Council's investment portfolio does not have a secondary market available for 
the trading of investments and is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments and other available products 
that meet Council policy guidelines. A comparison of Council’s investment portfolio results is 
also made monthly to that of other NSW Councils and Walgett Shire’s results from the portfolio 
continue to better than average. 
 
The investments are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and Policies listed in 
this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at month end held a total of $36,469,323 in on-call bank accounts and interest-bearing 

term deposits with financial institutions in Australia. The investments are compliant with the 

Local Government Act (NSW), the associated Regulations and Ministerial Order and Council’s 

Investment Policy. 

Council’s detailed investment portfolio and compliance information is shown in Attachment 1 

to this report. This information is represented graphically as well as digitally and shows 

Council’s compliance to the investment policy for all key performance indicators in the policy. 

The official cash rate remained at 3.10% in January.  The RBA continues to signal that it 

expects to increase interest rates further over the period ahead with up to 3 hikes already 

largely priced into the market by quarter 3 2023. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in August 2022) 

Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
Financial Institutions 
 
Conclusion: 
At 31st January 2023 Walgett Shire Council’s total cash and invested funds totalled 
$36,469,323, decreasing the portfolio by $651,651 from the previous month. 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 
5th January 2016.  
 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s Cash Book and General Ledger have been reconciled to 
the bank statement as at the end of month. 

 
Shirley Burraston 
 
Management Accountant – Acting Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
 

Cash and Investment Report as at 31st January 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Investment report be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Walgett Shire Council’s Portfolio report from Imperium Markets 

(Refer to attachment document) 
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9.1.12 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT – DECEMBER 

2022 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive Services 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0018 

 
Summary: 
The General Manager reports to Council on the status of the December 2022 Quarterly Budget 
Review (QBR) Statement.  The report outlines the second quarter operations against the 
adopted 2022/2023 budget estimates, with income and expenditure variations made because 
of actual differences or known trends. 
 
Background: 
The Quarterly Budget Review document is a statutory requirement under the Local 

Government (General) Regulations 2005, Part 9, Division 3, Section 203 and is an essential 

aspect of Council's financial management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted 

to Council not later than two months after the end of each quarter.  

Current Position: 
The current position is detailed in the attached Quarter 2 (period ending 31st December 2022) 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement report.  
 
Generally, the majority of income and expenditure estimates for 2022/2023 are on track, 
however there is a large number of major variations brought to account in the attached report 
because of current expenditure trends, new grant projects, rollover projects from 2021/2022 
or the availability of known actual figures. 
 
The wet weather and constant flooding for the first half of 22/23 has impacted Councils ability 
to carry out scheduled RMCC projects across the State Highway network and therefore some 
budgeted income estimates are less than original estimations.    
 
Council’s General Fund operations after capital expenditure has recorded a quarterly cash 
surplus result of $403,891 which decreases the forecast end of year result to a cash deficit of 
$650,474. This is an improvement on the original deficit of $672,157 which related largely to 
an additional expenditure associated with revenue funded road and drainage works which 
totalled $530,000. Major variations for the December 2022 quarter are attached along with the 
budget review. 
 
Water Services has recorded a number of minor variations to both recurrent and capital works 
votes. (See attached variation sheet). Over all the net variation for the December quarter is 
net movement $19,687 from reserve funds.  
 
Waste Services – The small number of variations for waste services for the December 22 
quarter totalled $33.  
 
Sewer Services - The December 22 result for the consolidated sewer fund is a small deficit 
of $19,351 which relates to additional cost of ser main repairs and the purchase of land around 
the Walgett sewer pump station. The net transfer from reserves is $19,351.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
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Governance issues: 
The Quarterly Budget Review Statement is a key document for Council in monitoring the 
progress of the Annual Budget and more broadly its achievement of the objectives within the 
Community Strategic Plan. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The Quarterly Budget Review details Councils current financial projections for the 2022/2023 
fiscal year as at the quarter ending 31st December 2022.   
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
The QBRS as at 31st December 2022 provides council with information relating to the status 
of the budget after six (6) months of operation.   
A revised deficit of $650,474 is now projected for year end.  
 

Quarterly budget review statement December 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement for 31st December 
2022 as tabled. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
December 2022. Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
(Refer to attachment document) 
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9.2 ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE & COMMUNITY SERVICES  

9.2.1 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CAPACITY BUILDING: 

OCTOBER 2022 TO JANUARY 2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:  George McCormick – Acting Director Corporate & 

Community Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0007 

 
Summary: 
During the reporting period Councils community services and development teams managed 
projects related and targeted to community engagement, community consultations, cultural 
development and recognition, group capacity building, Aboriginal affairs, Senior’s events.  
Teams also facilitates and supported collaborative events targeting youth & early childhood 
initiatives. 
 
Background: 
This report summarises the community capacity building projects’ progress and outcomes of 
our community and youth development, library and Aboriginal and Multi-Cultural Affairs teams, 
supported by delivery to the community during the reporting period, October 2022 - January 
2023 
 
Current Position: 
During the reporting period Council’s community development teams have aligned programs, 
initiatives and opportunities with community targeted plans and strategies which were all 
underpinned by Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2017-2027 in the areas of Youth 
Services, Library services, Aboriginal Affairs, Seniors, multi-cultural affairs, disabilities and 
capacity building for all residents. 
 
The extremely high numbers of participation at Council events, programs and initiatives have 
again demonstrated that Walgett Shire residents and, in some cases, visitors are keen to be 
involved when opportunities arise across the Shire for them to engage, connect socially and 
enjoy options in which Council deliver. 
 
The team continue to be focused on community engagement, awareness, community capacity 
building.  By initiating and supporting projects and also partnering in programs, working with 
service providers and community members alike, as outlined below.  
 
Community Engagement 
 
Council works closely with communities across our Shire with groups, organisations, agencies 
and peak bodies to meet local needs, advocating, facilitating and negotiating where needed 
and encourage partnerships with community stakeholders to deliver tangible benefits to the 
community. During this reporting period our department has facilitated and supported the 
following: 
 

• Community consultation, meetings and planning sessions regarding programing, event 
management and delivery  

• Walgett and Lightning Ridge Inter-agency groups  

• Consultation Plan development for DIAP and Youth Development Strategy 
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Council’s community development team, youth and Library staff will again call community 
meetings in a bid to develop working groups around each event in each community ensuring 
residents have input into what takes place in their community.  
 
Christmas Parties 2022 and New Year Celebrations 2023 
 
A great roll up of towns people and visitors engaged in the across communities End of Year 
Parties during December 2022. 
 
Council also delivered the Thank You Events to show appreciation to the many volunteers 
who offered their time and commitment to helping and assisting others during the flood crisis. 
 
Kicking the year 2023 into gear Council Community Development staff members worked 
across communities offering residents a free day at the local pool with food and refreshments 
on offer for all.   
 
Walgett Shire Council in partnership with local organisations continue to work with community 
to offer programs and opportunities for social interaction and have been busy in the early part 
of the year planning several inclusion events and opportunities. 
 
Seniors Festival 2023 
 
This year Walgett Shire Council has decided to offer programs and opportunities aligning with 
the NSW Seniors Festival, the southern hemisphere's largest celebration of seniors.  It is an 
opportunity to celebrate together and provide seniors with a range of programs across the 
state to empower and support them in leading happy, healthy and fulfilling lives.  A series of 
Seniors activation events were held during early February 2023 across the Shire, with 
activities including Storytelling, tie dying, techno tune ups and other initiatives delivered to our 
amazing Senior citizens. 
 
This is an additional series of events to engage, recognize and celebrate the contribution our 
Seniors offer our communities for this year with Seniors Week 2023 celebrations to also be 
offered later on in the year. 
 
Events were rolled out in Walgett, Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge with Councils Library and 
community staff delivering the Walgett/ Lightning Ridge initiatives and Janet Mason of 
MasonProductions Collarenebri facilitating the opportunities. 
 
Jimmy Little Memorial Music & Arts Festival 2023 – “Rockin’ in the Ridge” 
 
Planning is underway following a grant received from the NSW State Government 
‘Reconnecting Regional Communities Fund” to re-engage community following the recent 
challenges of COVID, floods and other impacting events.  
 
Walgett Shire Council is in early planning stages to deliver the Jimmy Little “Memorial” Music 
& Arts Festival 2023.  The event is focused on recognising and celebrating the late Indigenous 
musician Jimmy Little and his legacy and contribution to this country while reconnecting 
community and residents throughout the Shire and Region through Music and the Arts. 
  
The event will be staged at Lightning Ridge sports fields over the long weekend on June 10th 
and 11th 2023.  The day time festival will be showcasing some of Australia’s most iconic artists 
performing some of our countries most famous tunes featuring, Kasey Chambers, James 
Blundell,  Buzz Bidstrup (The Angels),  Mark Callaghan (GANGgajang). 
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Other artists include Dean Ray, blues man Mr Buddy Knox Blues Band, Brendan Gallagher 
(Karma County) Stiff Gins, James Henry and local artists JustUs and Kelsey Barker.  Council 
event management staff have been working alongside Jimmy’s daughter, Frances, and the 
Jimmy Little Foundation to ensure a selection of music types will be enjoyed from blues to 
country and rock ... something for all the crowd and all ages. 
The 2-day event will be featuring a talent quest for locals to showcase our local artists with 
great prizes up for grabs and the festival will also be supported by market stalls and festival 
attractions.  This is sure to be the biggest outdoor - open air music festival in the history of 
Lightning Ridge and the Walgett Shire and, possibly, the whole Northwest NSW. 
 
Full promotional and informational resources regarding artists and other entertainment will be 
released soon.  Council wants to make special note to all that information will be updated in 
due course and Council will be dispersing and distributing information for potential stall 
holders, entertainment providers to participate in this fantastic opportunity for our region 
shortly. 
 
YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE SERVICES 
 
Walgett Youth Services 
 
Walgett Youth Centre continues operating within the PCYC building. Young people from the 
ages of 5 to 12 (Primary school ages) are the priority target group for our Council youth 
workers, with the PCYC providing activities for our older youth.  Walgett Youth Development 
have a variety of activities within the centre as well as taking advantage to of the close vicinity 
of the football fields.  It is imperative that Council youth staff include pool afternoons in its 
programs as the facilitating programs in the cool spaces is a major element of young people 
attending services after school.  After school attendance has climbed from 15 to 30 young 
people attending activities on most afternoons.  Holiday attendance also rose from 30 to 40 
young people participating in activities. 
 
Lightning Ridge Youth Services  
 
Lightning Ridge youth center is fully functional and delivering after-school and holiday 
programs.  As we now have more space to deliver programs young people have been very 
vocal with their input into the programs.  Some programs delivered have been science 
experiments, obstacle courses, arts and craft and life skills cooking programs. 
 
A positive outcome in building “connected young people” is higher youth participation with 
enrolment numbers on the increase.  After school programs are also seeing a significant 
increase with 20 to 35 young people attending and engaging in afternoon programs from 3pm 
to 6pm.  We are also fortunate to be able to have direct access to the football oval, tennis, 
netball and basketball courts which creates more opportunities to conduct different activities 
for our young people to be engaged in.  Holiday programs have also seen an increase in 
young people’s numbers with an average of 25 to 40 young people accessing the service from 
9am-2pm.  
 
All young people are encouraged to have input in the programs that they are wanting to 
participate in. Youth/young people have a sense of pride when other services visit the center. 
Service and agency collaboration and partnerships has been key to supporting the programs 
and initiatives delivered to our young people. 
 
Collarenebri Youth Services 
 
Collarenebri youth centre continues to provide engaging activities for young people from the 
Red Shed with thanks to Murdi Paaki for their continued support in providing the space to 
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facilitate programs for our young people.  Many new programs have been implemented with 
the new Team leader on board, who has been working closely with the staff and young people 
to deliver programs that directly relate to the young people of Collarenebri utilising the use of 
all local facilities (Skate Park, football ovals) as well as partnering with other services to deliver 
meaningful programs.  Holiday activities saw an average of 25 to 40 young people attending.  
CELEBRATIONS & BUILDING COMMUNITY CAPACITY 
 
Beat the Heat 2023 
 
Council and local services have again delivered an outstanding series of Beat the Heat 
initiatives across the Walgett LGA, with an average of 150 people attending the 5 events 
across the Shire throughout the month of January 2023.  
 
The re-emergence of the Beat the Heat initiative was also delivered across communities in 
conjunction with the Walgett Aboriginal Medical Services partnering in events supported by 
other local services.  Information on health and wellbeing was distributed to communities while 
hundreds of residents took full advantage to again cool down at the local pools across our 
Shire. Walgett Aboriginal Medical Services, the REDI.E team, Walgett PCYC, Mission 
Australia and pool managers across the Shire worked together over the recent holiday period 
to deliver an engaging and outstandingly attended program.   
 
Our libraries across the Shire have also been offering young people programs and activities, 
along with Walgett PCYC offering older youth programs, so there has been heaps on offer for 
youth and young people across the Shire. 
 
Wet-Set-Go Initiative 
 
The successful youth participation grant submission through the NSW Regional Youth stream 
has seen the youth development teams program “Wet–Set–Go” delivered to three 
communities. The initiative enabled youth/young people that live in the communities of 
Lightning Ridge, Collarenebri and Walgett the opportunity to hang out socially with their peers 
at the local pool in their communities and enjoy the coolest places in the townships.  We also 
managed to transport 16 young people from the Collarenebri community to the “Big Screen” 
in Narrabri as an element of the funded program.   
 
A significant number of events are due to be rolled out over the next few months which include 
Seniors Weeks events and programs, International Women’s Day events, Meet and Greets, 
Harmony Day events, Vacation Care Programs in April along with National Youth Week, 
Volunteers Week and National Sorry Day throughout the Shire. 
 
International Women’s Day 2023 
 
Several service provider meetings have been undertaken in Lightning Ridge, Walgett and 
Collarenebri.  The service providers include WAMS, Mission Australia, Wellways Incorporated, 
RFDS, Walgett Hospital, Thiyama-li, Healthy Community Initiative, Local Land Councils and 
others who have also expressed an interest to play a supporting role. This is a positive 
reflection of “collaborative” service delivery. 
 
Youth Week 2023 
 
This year’s Youth Week theme is:  Connect-Participate-Celebrate. Community / Youth staff 
have already begun discussions and correspondence with support services in ensuring the 
team can work towards regaining some of the State level Youth Week accolades they were 
awarded for 16 successive years.  Although finalist in 2022 the team were unfortunate to not 
take out the prestigious Youth Week LG awards.  Partnerships with the Korean Youth Team 
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form Sydney (JITA Youth Team) and one of our first external supporters back in 2007, 
Musicians Making a Difference (MMAD), have been confirmed for 2023.  The Youth 
development team are confident that working with the Youth Council and supporting services 
our Shire can get back on the winners board in 2023.   
 
Harmony Day 2023 
 
Meetings have taken place with services and providers to ensure Council offers a time for the 
Harmony Day celebrations to take place across communities. More information will be 
forthcoming. 
 
2023 Goanna Academy Program 
 
Walgett Shire Council has partnered with Bourke Shire Council in compiling a joint-funding 
submission for the Goanna Academy to engage the youth and broader community.  The 
program will see the team from Goanna Academy and former NRL star Greg Inglis working 
with Walgett PCYC to facilitate and deliver over 60 hours of the Goanna Academy Mental 
Health Awareness Program to the Walgett community.  
 
It is considered that transport options for other communities may be available so young people 
from other towns can also be involved.  Implementation costs include: Goanna Academy staff 
to make 3 face to face visits to the Walgett community, deliver 3 Modules of the Goanna 
Academy Mindfulness Mental Health Program and engage with over 150 contacts to discuss 
mental health issues, mental health services and access (with these discussions will be 
targeted towards local Aboriginal Elders and youth), 1 x football clinic targeted at under 25 
year olds (target for 100 attendees), 1 x community BBQ and market stalls from service 
providers and supply approximately 150 take home information packs on mental health 
awareness, tips and advice for participants. 
 
LIBRARIES – SERVICES, CONNECTION & PROMOTION 
 
The Shire Libraries in both Lightning Ridge and Walgett along with deposit stations in Burren 
Junction and Collarenebri have had a significant increase in memberships and are important 
central hubs for people in the local community to get together and interact. (current members 
1260). 
 
Our Libraries continue to provide the space and support of the library staff for community 
programs, workshops, exhibitions and meetings reflecting and responding to the locals needs. 
Our libraries offer a range of materials that you can access free of charge including books, 
newspapers and magazines, DVD’s, audio books and eBooks. We also offer free programs 
and resources ranging from early childhood, community interest, education, literacy, and 
recreational programs that cover a multitude of interests and topics suitable for all ages. 
Community members use our computers to access the internet and Microsoft Office, plus 
printing and scanning facilities.  Free Wi-Fi remains is available at both of our branches.  We 
provide free 24/7 access to our eResources including eBooks, eMagazines via an internet 
connection. 
 
Walgett: 
 
Patrons and usage 
 
New members for the reporting period totalled (24) boosted by (24) members re-registering 
giving a total of 679 current members. During this three-month reporting period 1291 items 
were borrowed from the library and 90 computer bookings were placed. 
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Preschool literacy 
 
Bulk borrowing to all preschools takes place each term as this helps build children’s early 
literacy skills that help them go on to read successfully later in childhood. Every term, picture 
books are delivered to the three preschools in Walgett that are relevant to their current learning 
topics.  
 
Dolly Patrons Imagination Library 
 
United Way Australia is a non-profit organisation and licence holder of Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library, working to ensure every Australian child has access to books in their 
homes and the chance to reach their full potential.  Each month a new book is posted to the 
child free of charge until the child starts school.  To be eligible the child must have been born 
after 1 January 2022.  To date Walgett Shire Council, working with Early Childhood health 
services, have 71 babies enrolled in this program across the shire. 
 
Library programs: 
 
Tuesday mornings Council host the knitting/coffee club, with 10 members engaged in the 
program. Currently the group are busy hand knitting warm blankets and beanies for the 
homeless for the coming winter.  They are also busy creating items for our upcoming local 
show. 
 
The local painting group use the Library on Thursdays with painting and art activities.  They 
recently had a Retrospective Exhibition in memory of an art group member, Deb Murray.  Fund 
raising $1780 from a raffle that was donated to the Dubbo Macquarie Home Stay.  Currently 
they have an exhibition in the library “Abundance” which celebrates the way the landscape 
has burst with new growth, and life during the recent rainfall. 
 
Fridays we host a babies and toddlers rhyme time playgroup.  Which has been very popular 
with the Mums and bubs enjoying books, music and craft with a cuppa.   
 
Technology awareness continues being promoted through our e-platforms to Library members 
helping them download eBooks, eMovies, eMagazines and eAudio on their own devices.  
 
Deposit stations 
 
Both deposit stations at Mason’s Collarenebri and The Post Office Burren Junction continue 
to thrive and locals appreciate their collections of books, audio books and DVD’s that are 
renewed every eight weeks.  We have continued weeding books from the library and delivering 
them to Burren Junction Bore Baths and our libraries as free books and swapping stations for 
locals and visiting tourists. 
 
Book Club 
 
Book club members continue to grow with 15 members that meet every second Wednesday 
of the month to discuss the book of the month and enjoy morning tea.  Book clubs are a great 
way to establish a sense of community with other readers.  You can make new friends and 
feel involved within the community. 
 
Homebound 
 
The library provides a free book on wheels delivery service to housebound members of the 
local community who are physically unable to visit the library.  
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 28 FEBRUARY 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

101 
 

Lightning Ridge: 
 
Patrons and usage 
 
New members for the reporting period totalled (19) plus (23) members re-registering giving a 
total of 581 members.  During this reporting period 1500 items were borrowed from the library 
and 120 computer bookings were placed. 
 
Continuous liaison with the NSW State Library with (ILL) Inter Library Loans allows us to 
source a large range of Multicultural and HSC literature which is available for our members to 
loan. 
 
Preschool literacy 
 
Books and Babies is an ongoing program targeting ages 0 – 5 years, held Tuesday mornings 
from 10am – 11am.  Using stories, songs, rhymes, dancing and music which provide young 
children with the tools and resources to nurture a child's love of reading. 
 
School Holiday & After School Programs 
 
Youth, 10 years and over, are encouraged to participate in afternoon programs in the library 
to enhance their literacy skills and awareness of facilities offered at the library including board 
games, craft activities and computer workshops.  This program is offered Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons and continues to be popular during this quarter, with had over 150 youth 
and young people attending this program. 
 
Book Club 
 
Book Club is still very popular with the community. Book clubs are great social forums and 
provide many opportunities to meet new people as well as providing an enjoyable and 
meaningful addition to your social calendar.  We currently have 12 members involved in the 
Book club who meet every Friday from 10am – 12pm discussing various books and subjects 
and enjoying morning tea together. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government Regulation 2021 
Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic Plan 2017 – 2027,  
Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2020-
2025, 
Walgett Shire Council Disability and Inclusion Plan 2017-2021, 
Walgett Shire Community Safety & Crime Prevention Plan 2016-2020, 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 – 2014. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Community 
Walgett Shire Service Organisations and Agencies 
Walgett Shire Visitors 
 
Governance issues: 
The development of programs and activities are conducted with a whole of Shire focus to 
enhance access and equity for Shire residents. Larger scale programs and initiatives are 
developed to target all larger communities with a focus on inclusivity for all residents.   
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Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this report. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Activities conducted within applicable budgets. 
 
Alternative solutions:  
Not applicable. 
 
Conclusion: 
The Community Development team have progressed projects and programs this period in 
accordance with The Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic  Plan 2017 – 2027, Walgett 
Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2020 – 2025, 
Walgett Shire Council Disability and Inclusion Plan 2017-2021,Walgett Shire Community 
Safety & Crime Prevention Plan 2016-2020, Youth Development Youth Strategy  2009 – 2014. 
 

Community Development and Capacity Building – October 2022 to January 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the report for Community Development and Capacity Building 
- October 2022 to January 2023. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil. 
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9.3 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING / TECHNICAL SERVICES  

9.3.1 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE GRADING REPORT AS AT 31 

JANUARY 2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 
AUTHOR:  Bob Stephen - Director Engineering / Technical Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0008 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council about the road maintenance programme on 
Shire Roads for the period ending 31st January 2023. 
 
Background: 
The maintenance budget has been prepared based on the available funding to maintain the 
Unsealed Local and Regional Roads to provide an acceptable level of service. This budget 
will be used to maintain the roads as per demand and Road Best Practice Manual.  
 
Details of maintenance grading and flood work locations are detailed in the attached report. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council’s approved 2022/2023 Shire Roads Maintenance Grading Works schedule. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourists 
 
Financial Implications: 
As of 31st January 2023, a total of $288,195.29 has been spent on grading works.  Of the 
total funds spent, $115,672.14 has been journalled to the September/November 2022 flood 
claim as it had been incorrectly coded to revenue work. 
 
Actual spend for maintenance grading as at 31st January 2023 is $172,523.15. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 

Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the approved 
budget. 
 

Monthly Maintenance Grading Report – January 2023  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly maintenance grading works report for January 
2023. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

Attachments:  
Monthly maintenance grading works.
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Road Name
Total Length of 

Road

 Budget 

Required for 

Entire Road 

Road 

Category

Actual Start 

Date

 Actual End 

date 

 Expenditure 

For July  2022 

 Expenditure 

For August  

2022 

 Expenditure 

For Sept.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Oct.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Nov. 2022 

 Expenditure 

For Dec.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Jan. 2023 

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 1 ``

Bowra Road SR34 3.95  $              4,278.00 F 635.37$           33.01$             668.38$            

Wanourie Road SR38 6.5 4,278.00$              E $7,765.00 7,765.00-$          -$                 

Green and Branders Road SR41 11.3 7,006.00$              F -$                 

Regans Road SR58 3.2 4,278.00$              F -$                 

Marra Creek Road SR60 17.5 10,850.00$           E -$                 

Lochlomond Road SR74 8.4 5,208.00$              E -$                 

Maroubra Road SR76 8.3 5,146.00$              E -$                 

Nedgara Road SR77 10.7 6,634.00$              F -$                 

Mac Masman Road SR81 8 4,960.00$              E -$                 

Binghi Road SR113 20.1 12,462.00$           E -$                 

Aberfoyle Road SR115 26.2 16,244.00$           D $15,380.00 15,380.00-$        -$                 

Gungalman Road SR31 43.7 27,094.00$           D 1,730.56$         1,730.56$         

Gilwarny Road SR32 7.9 4,898.00$              F 1,190.00$          1,190.00$         

Teranyan Road SR33 13.7 8,494.00$              D 5,753.50$         646.16$           81.09$             139.41$           6,620.16-$          -$                 

Bogewong Road SR114 48.7 30,194.00$           D -$                 

Ginghet Road SR40 47.6 29,512.00$           D -$                 

Bushs Road SR43 8.7 5,394.00$              D -$                 

Miralwyn Road SR73 17.9 11,098.00$           D -$                 

Brewon Road SR112 54.7 33,914.00$           C -$                 

Billybingbone Road RR7516 18.67 11,532.00$           C 1,620.00$         1,620.00$         

Merri Merri Road RR202 6.57 7,166.00$              C 1,700.00$          1,700.00$         

Sub total  Zone 1 392.29 250,640.00$       5,753.50$         2,266.16$         2,447.02$         -$                 23,145.00$      172.42$           (26,875.16)$       6,908.94$         

Road Name
Total Length of 

Road

 Budget 

Required for 

Entire Road 

Road 

Category

Actual Start 

Date

 Actual End 

date 

 Expenditure 

For July  2022 

 Expenditure 

For August  

2022 

 Expenditure 

For Sept.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Oct.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Nov. 2022 

 Expenditure 

For Dec.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Jan. 2023 

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 2

Boorooma Creek Road SR48 19.1 11,842.00$           E -$                 

Wimbledon Road SR64 3.4 4,278.00$              E 9,538.33$        9,538.33-$          -$                 

Tungra Road SR85 12.7 7,874.00$              F -$                 

Strathmore Road SR92 16.42 11,904.00$           E -$                 

Narran Lake Road SR111 61 37,820.00$           D 4,673.24$         11,897.35$       2,203.81$         15,623.55-$        3,150.85$         

Lone Pine Road SR70 9.6 5,952.00$              D 7,879.25$         5,079.42$         130.38$           13,089.05$        

Kurrajong Road SR110 27.8 17,236.00$           D 5,995.72$         5,995.72$         

Wilby Wilby Road SR101 28.7 17,794.00$           D 17,841.20$       $391.70 32,659.71-$        (14,426.81)$       

Grawin Opal Fields Road 0.9 557.00$                 C -$                 

Woodlands Road SR 130 2.33 1,445.00$              D 3,678.56$         513.59$           4,192.15$         

Cumborah Town Roads E -$                 

Sub total  Zone 2 181.95 116,702.00$       18,548.21$       20,655.33$       20,175.39$       -$                 391.70$           10,051.92$      (57,821.59)$       12,000.96$        
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Road Name
Total Length of 

Road

 Budget 

Required for 

Entire Road 

Road 

Category

Actual Start 

Date

 Actual End 

date 

 Expenditure 

For July  2022 

 Expenditure 

For August  

2022 

 Expenditure 

For Sept.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Oct.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Nov. 2022 

 Expenditure 

For Dec.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Jan. 2023 

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 3

Springs Road SR19 2.7 4,278.00$              E -$                 

Bonanza Road SR46 16.9 10,478.00$           E 8,730.00$         1,870.00$        10,600.00$        

Schmalkuche Road SR47 14.4 8,928.00$              E $2,004.75 2,004.75$         

Millencowbah Road SR51 27.7 17,174.00$           E $11,900.00 11,900.00$        

Willis Road SR52 14.5 8,990.00$              F 816.75$           3,489.75$         4,306.50$         

Koomalah Road SR53 28.4 17,608.00$           E 4,250.00$         $3,400.00 7,650.00$         

Burranbaa Road SR55 18.1 11,222.00$           E 14,034.02$       14,034.02$        

Cambo Road SR61 21.1 13,082.00$           E -$                 

Wooloroo Road SR69 1 4,278.00$              E -$                 

Kia-Ora Road SR86 6.8 4,278.00$              F -$                 

Fabians Road SR88 24.8 15,376.00$           E $14,450.00 14,450.00$        

Banarway Road SR95 1.2 4,278.00$              D -$                 

Purtle Road SR126 26.8 16,616.00$           E 3,192.75$         2,524.50$         1,039.50$         6,756.75$         

Boora Road SR127 63.8 39,556.00$           D $12,333.75 12,333.75-$        -$                 

Bore Head Road SR45 5.1 4,278.00$              D 3,242.78$         49.32$             3,292.10$         

Lorne Road SR98 6.9 4,278.00$              D $2,047.71 2,047.71$         

Angledool Road SR102 49.3 30,566.00$           C 4,009.50$         11,565.46$       15,574.96-$        -$                 

Ridge/Sherman Way RR426 70.1 68,275.00$           C 11,250.00$       12,325.50$       4,752.00$         409.53$           190.63$             28,927.66$        

Gundabloui Road RR457 40.9 32,798.00$           C 4,900.50$         4,900.50$         

Sub total  Zone 3 440.5 316,337.00$       23,222.78$       20,344.50$       10,964.07$       35,640.98$       46,136.21$      2,279.53$        (27,718.08)$       110,869.99$      

Road Name
Total Length of 

Road

 Budget 

Required for 

Entire Road 

Road 

Category

Actual Start 

Date

 Actual End 

date 

 Expenditure 

For July  2022 

 Expenditure 

For August  

2022 

 Expenditure 

For Sept.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Oct.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Nov. 2022 

 Expenditure 

For Dec.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Jan. 2023 

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 4

Franxton Road SR1 19 11,780.00$           E -$                 

Bellara Road SR2 21.4 13,268.00$           D -$                 

Clarkes Road SR3 6 4,278.00$              E -$                 

Cryon Road SR5 56.75 35,185.00$           C 1,336.50$         4,380.75$          5,717.25$         

Woodvale Road SR13 8.96 8,556.00$              E 3,570.00$          3,570.00$         

Baroona Road SR14 11.1 6,882.00$              E -$                 

Pokataroo Road SR15 8.1 5,022.00$              E -$                 

Perrottets Road SR66 5.9 3,658.00$              F -$                 

Pagan Creek Road SR79 1.3 4,278.00$              F -$                 

Fairview Road SR90 12.6 7,812.00$              F -$                 

Dundee Road SR124 13.9 8,618.00$              F -$                 

Glen Eden Road SR125 24.6 15,252.00$           E -$                 

Millie Road SR12 9.1 5,642.00$              C 4,080.00$          4,080.00$         

Rossmore Road SR71 10.7 6,634.00$              C 4,760.00$          4,760.00$         

Rowena Road SR123 34.5 21,390.00$           E -$                 

Camerons Road SR128 15.2 9,424.00$              D -$                 

Mercadool Road SR16 57.7 35,774.00$           C 2,759.29$          2,759.29$         

Moomin Road SR59 31 19,220.00$           D -$                 

Beanbri Road SR117 4.9 4,278.00$              C 1,633.50$         1,633.50$         

Pian Creek Road SR121 41.7 25,854.00$           C 176.68-$             (176.68)$           

Old Burren Road SR122 33.9 21,018.00$           D -$                 

Collarenebri Mission Road SR67 4.6 4,278.00$              C -$                 

Rowena Town Roads 4,278.00$           D -$                 

Sub total  Zone 4 432.91 282,379.00$       -$                 -$                 -$                 2,970.00$         -$                -$                19,373.36$        22,343.36$        
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Road Name
Total Length of 

Road

 Budget 

Required for 

Entire Road 

Road 

Category

Actual Start 

Date

 Actual End 

date 

 Expenditure 

For July  2022 

 Expenditure 

For August  

2022 

 Expenditure 

For Sept.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Oct.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Nov. 2022 

 Expenditure 

For Dec.  2022 

 Expenditure 

For Jan. 2023 

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 5

Pampas Road SR7 16.3 10,106.00$           E 3,570.00$         3,570.00$         

Wombo Road SR25 17.7 10,974.00$           E -$                 

Hardys Lease Road SR26 16 9,920.00$              E -$                 

Colrose Road SR27 20.6 12,772.00$           E -$                 

Wingadee Road SR28 11.8 7,316.00$              E 2,040.00$         2,040.00$         

Epping Road SR57 15.4 9,548.00$              E -$                 

Middle Route Road SR72 9.6 5,952.00$              E -$                 

Gidginbilla Road SR75 7.4 4,588.00$              E -$                 

Proctors Road SR82 4.4 4,278.00$              F -$                 

Drilldool Road SR83 5.1 4,278.00$              F 2,125.00$          2,125.00$         

Belaba Road SR89 11.2 6,944.00$              F -$                 

Hollywood Lane SR119 29.9 18,538.00$           E 2,465.00$         2,465.00$         

O'Niels Road SR131 31.1 19,282.00$           D -$                 

Tareela Road SR17 19.4 12,028.00$           D 3,230.00$         3,230.00$         

Meadow Plains Road SR21 23.9 14,818.00$           D -$                 

Marlbone Road SR24 28.4 17,608.00$           D 2,525.88$          2,525.88$         

Nilma Road SR30 37.8 23,436.00$           D -$                 

Bugilbone Road SR103 28.7 32,725.00$           C -$                 

Goangra Road SR116 16.4 10,168.00$           D 4,444.02$         4,444.02$         

Yarraldool Road SR118 41.3 25,606.00$           C -$                 

Haynes Hut SR68 4.5 2,790.00$              E -$                 

Come By Chance Road RR7716 60.9 65,450.00$           C -$                 

Sub total  Zone 5 457.8 329,125.00$       -$                 15,749.02$       -$                 -$                -$                4,650.88$          20,399.90$        

Total 1,905.45 1,295,183.00 47,524.49$       43,265.99$       49,335.50$       38,610.98$       69,672.91$      12,503.87$      (88,390.59)$       172,523.15$      
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9.3.2 SERVICE PROGRESS REPORT AS AT 31 JANUARY 2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 

AUTHOR:  Bob Stephen – Director Engineering/Technical Services 

FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0010 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council with regards Engineering Services works 
progress up to 31st January 2023. 
 
Background: 
The revised budget of the Engineering and Technical Service Department for capital & 

maintenance works, Quarry management, fleet management, water works, parks & garden, 

Walgett weir and engineering administration for 2022/2023 is $52,882,114. 

The breakdown of the budget is as follows:  

Breakdown of budgets: 

Items Budget 
Expenditure up to 30th 
November 2022  

(%) 

Transportation including RMCC works $44,148,870 $11,036,515 25 

Water  works ( maintenance) $3,587,890 $942,410 26 

Water  works ( Capital) $2,441,960 $191,191 8 

Sewer works ( Maintenance works) $1,078,578 $309,061 26 

Sewer works (Capital works) $524,816 $204,441 39 

TOTAL $51,882,114 $12,683,618 24 

 
Current Position: 
The status of work is in progress. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2022/23 Operational Plan and Budget 
 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project-by-project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Shire Residents and Rate Payers  
Contractors 
 
Financial Implications: 
As of 31st January 2023, $12,683,618 expended. 

Alternative Solutions/Options:  

Nil 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 28 FEBRUARY 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

109 
 

Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
 

Service Progress Report – As at 31 January 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly works progress report for 
January 2023. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment:  
Nil 
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9.3.3 MONTHLY MAJOR PROJECTS REPORT AS AT 31 JANUARY 

2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 

AUTHOR:  Tim McLoughlin – Project Manager/Technical Services 

FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0011 

Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council about the Major Projects programme 
in the Shire for the period ending 31st January 2023. 
 
Background: 
The shire currently has several major projects in progress being: 

• Goangra Bridge – Progressing well with decking to be formed and placed by the middle 
of March 2023. 

• Come by Chance Road reconstruction and seal – Borrow pit developed. Batterline will 
move to site after completing Burranbaa Road. 

• Burranbaa Road reconstruction and reseal – approx. 90% of bulk earthworks are done. 

Wet conditions stopped works before Christmas 2022 but are now progressing well. 

• Lorne Road reconstruction and reseal – works have commenced. 

Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 

Funding Bodies 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
  
Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the 
approved budget. 
 
  
Monthly Major Project Progress Report – January 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Monthly Major Projects Report for January 2023. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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1.0% Road Furniture - Sign Posts item 1 0.0% 0.0

1.0% Road Furniture - Guide Posts item 1 0.0% 0.0

1.0% Sealing item 1 0.0% 0.0

2.0% Placement of Gravel item 1 0.0% 0.0

2.0% Stabilisation item 1 0.0% 0.0

2.0% Placement of Bulk fill Cut item 1 0.0% 0.0

3.0%
Install Guard Rails and approach Guard 

Rails
item 1 0.0% 0.0

4.0% Form and Pour Bridge Deck item 1 0.0% 0.0

22.0% Install Bridge Girders Item 12 0.4% 0.1 0.1

4.0% Install Headstock North item 1 100.0% 1.0 1

4.0% Install Headstock South item 1 100.0% 1.0 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

4.0% Form and Pour Cross Beam North item 1 100.0% 1.0 1

4.0% Form and Pour Cross Beam South item 1 100.0% 1.0 1

4.0% Install Concrete Pile Group North item 4 100.0% 4.0 2 2

4.0% Install Concrete Pile Group South item 4 100.0% 4.0 1 1 1 1

3.5% Install Abutment North Item 1 100.0% 1.0 0.3 0.4 0.3

3.5% Install Abutment South Item 1 100.0% 1.0 0.3 0.4 0.3

3.0% Demolish existing Bridge Item 1 100.0% 1.0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.2

22.0% Fabricate Prercaste Items Item 1 100.0% 1.0 1

5.0% Complete Design Item 1 100.0% 1.0 1

1.0% Award Contract Item 1 100.0% 1.0 1

100.0%

Project Status 62.09%

Goangra Bridge

Contractor commenced work mid January 2023. Works done since than include cleanup site after flood; remove damaged equipment 

install northern pile group, set northern headstock; set northern abutment; Install both pile tie beams; finish removal of the old bridge. In 

summary the substructure is complete, and the contractor is about to place precast girders and form and pour the bridge deck.
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2.5% Road Furniture - Sign Posts item 10,000 0.0% 0

2.5% Road Furniture - Guide Posts item 408 0.0% 0

20.0% Sealing M2 10,000 0.0% 0

20.0% Placement of Gravel tonne 220,000 0.0% 0

20.0% Stabilisation M2 10,000 0.0% 0

10.0% Placement of Bulk fill Cut M3 27,847 0.0% 0

10.0% Placement of Bulk fill Fill M3 33,662 0.0% 0

5.0% Proof roll and removal of Unsuitable M2 787,500 0.0% 0

4.0% Installation of Culverts and pipes EA 35 0.0% 0

4.0% Clearing of Vegetation M2 1,089,820 0.0% 0

1.0% Transport Gravel to Stockpiles tonne 10,000 0.0% 0

1.0% Winning of Gravel tonne 220,000 18.2% 40000 40000

100.0%

Project status 0.18%

Come By Chance Road

Contractor resources have been redirected by council to emergency repairs elsewhere in the shire. Contractor to commence on 

this project after Burranbaa Road complete - estimated Start Date beginning of May 2023
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2.5% Road Furniture - Sign Posts item 10000 0.0% 0

2.5% Road Furniture - Guide Posts item 408 0.0% 0

20.0% Sealing M2 10000 0.0% 0

20.0% Placement of Gravel tonne 10000 0.0% 0

20.0% Stabilisation M2 100000 65.6% 65600 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100 4100

10.0% Placement of Bulk fill Cut M3 27846.94 95.8% 26680 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160 1160

5.0% Proof roll and removal of Unsuitable M2 377200 100.0% 377190 7921 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 15842 12824 7921

5.0% Installation of Culverts and pipes EA 35 0.0% 0

5.0% Clearing of Vegetation M2 377200 105.4% 397500 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900

90.0%

Project status 32.97%

Burranbaa Road

Contractor commenced wok in Mid Feb 2023 and currently is Stabilising the subbase. Project is approx 33% complete. Estimated Delivery mid April 
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0.3% Road Furniture - Sign Posts item 10 0.0% 0

0.3% Road Furniture - Guide Posts item 80 0.0% 0

0.3% Road Furniture - Line Marking m 5100 0.0% 0

19.0% Sealing M2 40748 0.0% 0

31.0% Placement of Gravel tonne 23350 0.0% 0

21.0% Stabilisation M2 51000 0.0% 0

4.0% Placement of Bulk fill Cut M3 4164 53.8% 2240 320 320 320 320 320 320 320

1.0% Proof roll and removal of Unsuitable M2 56100 100.0% 56100 4000 4100 4000 4000 4000 4000 4000 4000 4000 4000 4000 4000 4000 4000

0.6% Installation of Culverts and pipes EA 1 0.0% 0

5.0% Clearing of Vegetation M2 204000 100.0% 204000 16000 16000 16000 16000 16000 16000 16000 16000 16000 16000 16000 16000 12000

3.5% Preliminary - Site oncosts item 1 100.0% 1 0.5 0.5

3.5% Preliminary - Traffic control item 1 100.0% 1 0.5 0.5

7.0% Preliminary - Site establishment item 1 100.0% 1 0.5 0.5

3.5% Project Management item 1 100.0% 1 0.07 0.09 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07

100.0%

Project status 25.65%

Lorne Road

Council commenced work in Mid January using subcontract labour. Estimated completion end of May
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9.3.4 FLOOD RESTORATION WORKS UPDATE AS AT 31 JANUARY 

2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 

AUTHOR:  Bob Stephen – Director Engineering/Technical Services 

FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0013 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the November 2022 flood 
restoration works as of 31st January 2023 
 
Background: 
In June 2022 ,(1025) and October 2022 (1035)Walgett Shire suffered major flood disasters 
and significantly affected Shire Roads and Regional roads. The people of the Walgett Shire 
were particularly affected and the Shire’s infrastructure sustained severe damage. Council is 
in process to submit the claims under Natural Disaster Assistance (NDA) programme. 
 
Current Position: 
All the flood restoration works in 1025 emergency works completed (31st January 2023) and 
1034 ongoing up to 30th June 2023. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Inspection report 
 

Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents/Tourists 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
As of 31st January 2023,  
$1,291,778 has been spent (1025), and $719,616 has been spent. 
 
Conclusion: 
The 1025 disaster fund emergency works is now closed, and 1034 will continue until 30th June 
2023.  
 

Flood Restoration Works Update as at 31st January 2023 

 
Resolution:  
 
That Council receive and not the Flood Restoration Works Update report as at 31 January 
2023 
 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 

 

Attachments: 
Nil. 
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9.3.5 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 

INFORMATION FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING/TECHNICAL 

SERVICES 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 

AUTHOR:  Bob Stephen – Director Engineering/Technical Services 

FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0014 

 
Summary: 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Engineering/Technical Services division. 
 
Background: 
For Councillor information purposes, the following is advised: 
 
1. Walgett  
  
➢ Splash Park at Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool 

• Contract was awarded and works will commence within 4 weeks. 

• New tanks being installed at swimming pool to comply with EPA licence. 

   
➢ Levee Pump Stations 

• Two new pumps have been purchased and will be installed in the coming 
weeks. 

2. Rowena 
 

➢ Water Tower 

•  Installation of new overhead tank 

• UV disinfection unit to be installed 
 
➢ Community consultation to be carried out regarding flood protection work. 

 
3. Collarenebri  

➢ Planning started for upgrade at primitive campground 

➢ Planning for footpath between primitive campground and town 

4. Lightning Ridge 
➢ Scope of works being prepared to replace part of bore line. 
➢ Cooling tower and chlorination plant still in planning. 

 
5. Grawin 
➢ Investigations continuing for new water pipeline. 
➢ Work continuing to get more of the Miners Road gazetted. 

 
6. RMCC  
➢ Emergency flood repairs are ongoing with 2 crews currently assigned. 
➢ Project works will commence on the Kamilaroi Highway in March 2023. 
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Matters Generally For Brief Mention or Information from the Director Engineering/ 
Technical Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters generally for brief mention or information from the Director Engineering/ 
Technical Services, be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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9.4 DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

9.4.1 DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS DECEMBER 2022 AND JANUARY 

2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning 
AUTHOR:    Kimley Talbert - Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0006 

 
Summary: 
This report is to advise the December 2022 and January 2023 development approvals for the 
information of Council and to ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1979 and Section 124 of the associated Regulation. 
 
Background: 
To ensure the validity of a development consent in any legal proceedings, all development 
consents and complying development certificates are to be notified to the public within 3 
months of the date of consent. The only exception is any development that may have Court 
proceedings commenced before the expiration of 3 months from the date on which the public 
notice was given. 
 
Current Position: 
To ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 
1979 and Section 124 of the associated Regulation, Council publishes a notice each month 
on/in Council’s website, E-Bulletin and Facebook Page in relation to development approvals 
for the previous month. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following developments have been lodged and are 
currently waiting a determination. Please note, this is only current as at 1 February 2023: 
 
Development Applications 
 

Appl. No Address Title Development Status 

DA2021/46 110 George 
Sands Way, 
WALGETT. 

Lot 43 

DP 752271 

Torrens title 
subdivision at Namoi 
Reserve. 

Application 
taken to be 
REFUSED 

DA2021/54 Kamilaroi 
Highway, 
WALGETT. 

Lot 2 & lot 34 

DP 752697 

Torrens title 
subdivision at Gingie 
Reserve. 

Application 
taken to be 
REFUSED 

DA2022/69 344 Brewon 
Street WALGETT 

Lot 2 DP 
754259 

Dwelling Addition Application 
under 
assessment 

DA2022/70 5 Silica Street 
LIGHTNING 
RIDGE 

Lot 5 section 
19 DP 758612 

Reinstate Workshop Approved 
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DA2022/71 9906 Castlereagh 
Highway 
WALGETT 

Lot 29 DP 
777972 

Rural workers 
dwelling 

Approved 

DA2023/1 Unit 3 26 Morilla 
street 
LIGHTNING 
RIDGE 

 Sop Renovation 
Health, Hair & 
Beautician 

Assessment 

DA2023/2 1260 
Millencowbah 
Road 
LIGHTNING 
RIDGE 

Lot 3598 DP 
756950 WLL 
6514 

Machinery Shed Approved 

DA2023/3 438 Miralwyn 
Road CARINDA 

Lots 6 & 10 DP 
751574 

Water channel and 
pipeline 

Assessment 
requested 
additional 
information 

DA2022/67 28 Wareena 
Street Walgett 

Lot A DP 
392928 

New six single 
bedroom cabins 
(manufactured 
buildings), bed & 
breakfast 
accommodation site, 
amenities, awning & 
tucker truck mobile 
kitchen 

Neighbour 
Notification 

Objection 
received 
requiring 
further 
information 
to be 
supplied 

DA2020/8.3
Modification 

110 Fox Street 
WALGETT 

Lot 2 DP 
511835 

Altered aboveground 
fuel tank 

Assessment 

CC2023/1 23 Crystal Street 
LIGHTNING 
RIDGE 

Lot 74 DP 
725380 WLL 
14008 

Re-roofed storm 
damaged Golf Club 

Approved 

CC2023/2 1358 Wilby Wilby 
Road 
CUMBORAH 

Lot 6247 
DP769103 

New Dwelling Assessment 
requested 
additional 
information 

CC2023/3 1358 Wilby Wilby 
Road 
CUMBORAH 

Lot 6247 DP 
769103 

New Garages Assessment 
awaiting 
additional 
information 

CDC2023/1 

Private 
Certifier 

32677 Kamilaroi 
Highway Cryon 

Lot 35 DP 
752264 

New 
Telecommunication 
facility 50m high tower 

Approved 
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S68/2023/1 2889 
Merrywinebone 
Road ROWENA 

Lot 13 DP 
750467 

New Manufactured 
Home 

Approved 

S68/2023/2 5 Morilla Street 
LIGHTNING 
RIDGE 

Lots 1 section 
9, lot 1 DP 
623130 & Lot 
2 DP 40628 

Caravan Park License Assessment 
awaiting for 
additional 
information 

S68/2023/3 23 Crystal Street 
Lightning Ridge 

Lot 74 DP 
725380 WLL 
14008 

Paintball Event on 
Golf Club grounds 

Assessment 

 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 

• Walgett Shire Council 

• Developer/s 

• Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative solutions: 
Nil 
 

Development Approvals December 2022 and January 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Development Approvals Report for December 2022 and 
January 2023. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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9.4.2 DRAFT COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PLAN 2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Environmental Services 
AUTHOR:    Bob Harris – Assistant Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   22/11/1005 

 
Summary 
Council is required to undertake regular reviews of the Walgett Shire Community Participation 
Plan to ensure the requirements of the plan reflect the aims of the current Council.  The original 
Community Participation Plan was adopted in 2020, copy attached. 
 
A preliminary review of the policy has been completed and no substantive changes are 
proposed to the current policy. 
 
Background 
The Walgett Shire Community Participation Plan sets out how and when Council will engage 
with the community when undertaking its town planning functions under the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The legislation sets parameters for public participation 
across all NSW. However, the local Council must then adopt a policy which then applies to 
the particular Council area. 
 
It appears that the current plan adopted in 2020 has worked well in practice and only minor 
formatting changes and improvements have been recommended. The proposed changes are 
included in the Draft - Walgett Shire Community Participation Plan 2023 which is attached for 
consideration of Council. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
Walgett Development Control Plan 2016 
 
Governance Issues 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 
Walgett Community Strategic Plan 2017-2027 
 
Stakeholders 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Community Members 
Developers 
 
Financial Implications 
This will require resourcing, by the use of staff and the cost of the media advertising as part of 
the public exhibition. 
 
Conclusion 
In accordance with the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979, it is recommended 
that Council advertise the Draft Community Participation Plan 2023, for a period of 28 days, 
and submissions may be made during this time. 
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Draft Community Participation Plan 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Walgett Shire Draft Community Participation Plan 2023 be placed on public exhibition 
for a period of 28 days from the 1st March 2023 until 4:30pm on the 28th March 2023, inviting 
submissions from the public during this time. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Draft Walgett Shire Community Participation Plan 2023.  
Walgett Shire Community Participation Plan 2020. 
(Refer to attachment document) 
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9.4.3 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 

INFORMATION FROM DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Environmental Services 
AUTHOR:    Kimley Talbert - Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0016 

This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Division. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following applications were received during 
December 2022 and January 2023. 
  
Outstanding Notice Certificate 
 
3 
 
Construction Certificate 
 
1 approved 
 
Food Shop Inspections  
 

• Supermarket 

• Home Business – low risk food 
 
Swimming Pool Compliance Certificates 
 
2 
 
Activity Approvals 
 
Five Activity Approval applications received for various new projects.  
 
Final Occupation Certificate 
 
5 
 
Current Building Project Under Construction 
 

• Shop/Office and five cabins at 20 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge 

• Private garage @ 38 Warrena Street Walgett 

• Storage Units @ 40 Nobby Road Lightning Ridge 

• 99 Wee Waa Street Walgett Multi Unit housing project 

• 88 Pandora Street, Lightning Ridge – Dual Occupancy (manufactured home) 

• 2441 Pian Creek Road Walgett – Rural workers dwelling (manufactured home) 

• 6560 Castlereagh Highway Walgett – Large rural metal shed 
 
Other Activity 
 

• Enquiry concerning a concept application covering a Modular Dome Home system 

located within the opal mining fields. 
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• EPA License issue concerning contaminated concrete, response was received and a 

further submission has been dispatched, now awaiting the response. 

 

• Roads To Home had requested permission to carry road and associated drainage 

works at Namoi and Gingie Villages, this was agreed to being strictly subject under the 

villages lots. 

 

• Roads To Home have stated that they are cleaning-up non-friable asbestos waste at 

Namoi and Gingie Villages, to the extent of approximately 13,000 cubic metres of 

material, this is meant to happen during the month of March 2023, to be disposed of at 

Walgett Waste Depot. 

 

• Two house fires have occurred with aboriginal housing, one at Walgett and the other 

occurring at Collarenebri. 

 

• A number of Waste depot fires occurred at Collarenebri and Burren Junction over the 

last two months along with dumping of asbestos wastes at Burren Junction tip. 

 

• Waste clean-ups and expansion of waste cells occurred at Rowena, Collarenebri and 

Carinda and Sheepyard waste depots. 

 

Planning Certificates:  

December 2022 & January 2023 - Fourteen (14) 10.7 Planning Certificates has been issued.  
 

 

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ACTIVITIES 

NSW HEALTH – Mosquito Monitoring - Progress 
Mosquito traps now will be installed at Apex Park and Alex Trevallion Park Walgett, where 
weekly captured mosquito’s, will be dispatched to Medical Entomology Unit at Westmead 
Hospital. Due to the flooded conditions surrounding Walgett no transportation available, 
mosquito trapping now has been progressed, the first week was in the red zone (Very High) 
and following that week all other readings have been in the (Low) reading with negative viral 
test results. Also, Council was successful in receiving a NSW Western Health grant, in the 
sum of $35,000, for works covering mosquito control, advertising along with offering mosquito 
prevention products to local communities. 
 
Walgett Animal Pound Replacement 
Council Has applied to NSW Government Disaster Infrastructure Betterment in NSW to 
replace the Walgett Pound Facility. 
 
December 2022 and January 2023 Animal Impounding Records 
Months of December 2022 and January 2023 - 50 dogs including pups, all dogs rehomed. 
Feral Cats numbering 57 were apprehended during the 2 months, and all cats were 
euthanised. 
 
The number of cat complaints has been increasing at Lightning Ridge, the residents are not 
taking advantage of the FREE de-sexing we offer through our Keep Cats Safe at Home 
(KSAH) program.  Walgett on the other hand has taken advantage of this service with very 
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few complaints. Lightning Ridge misses out on the NSW sponsored free-de-sexing conducted 
by the RSPCA, the result of this is Lightning ridge now has the majority of animals going 
through council’s services.  
 
Grawin Waste Depot 
Currently awaiting for the Crown License to be issued covering the two waste cells and bin 
banks. Once the license has been granted, then we can organise the new wheelie bins waste 
collection point and installation.  
 
New Employees 
John Henny- Landfill Attendant 
Dasuni Hewa Algiriyage – Environmental Regulatory Compliance Officer 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information from Director Environmental 
Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters generally for brief mention or information from the Director Environmental 
Services, be received and noted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 

Attachments: 
NSW Arbovirus Surveillance & Mosquito Monitoring 2022-2023 – Weekly Update: Week 
ending 18 February 2023 (Report Number 18) 
(Refer to attachment document) 
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10. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
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11. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE        
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AGENDA FOR  

CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Tuesday 28th February 2023 
  

 

 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Closed Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held at 
Walgett Shire Council Chambers on 28th February 2023 to discuss the items 
listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 28 FEBRUARY 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

129 
 

AGENDA 

12. MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 

MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
Time: ………… 
 
That the public be excluded from the meeting pursuant to Sections 10A (2)  (c) & (d) of the 
Local Government Act 1993 on the basis that the items deal with: 
(c) That information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person 
with whom the Council is conducting business (or proposed to conduct business) 
 
(d) That the matter and information is commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
 

13. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS/CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 13.1  Director of Engineering and Technical Services  
 

13.1.1 Burranbaa and Lorne Road Project Update as at 31st January 
2023 
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14. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 

 

Return to open session 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council return to open session. 
 
Moved:      
Seconded:   
  

 
 

15. ADOPTION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 

 

Adoption of closed session reports 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the recommendations of the Closed Committee Reports 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 28 FEBRUARY 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

131 
 

16. CLOSE OF MEETING                         

 
 Time: ……………… 

 
 
 
 
 

 


