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Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, 
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1. MEETING OPEN 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY  

Acknowledgement of Country 
In the spirit of reconciliation Walgett Shire Council acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of 
country in Walgett Shire and their connections to land, water and community. We pay our respect to 
their Elders past and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples today 
 
Declaration of Webcasting 
I inform all those in attendance at this meeting, that the meeting is being webcast and that those in 
attendance should refrain from making any defamatory statements concerning any person, 
Councillor or employee, and refrain from discussing those matters subject to Closed Council 
proceedings as indicated in clause 14.1 of the code of meeting practice.   
 
It is requested that Councillors within the duration of the Meeting, limit discussions to only the 
business on the agenda and what is permissible under our Code of Meeting Practice.  As stated in 
the Governance Rules, other than an official Council recording, no video or audio recording of 
proceedings of Council Meetings will be permitted without specific approval by resolution of the 
relevant Council Meeting. 

3. INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS PRESENT  

Our Councillors 

Mayor Jasen Ramien  
Deputy Mayor Colin Hundy  
Councillor Greg Rummery   
Councillor Michael Cooke  
Councillor Ian Woodcock  
Councillor Sue Currey  
Councillor Alf Seaton  
Councillor Daniel Walford  
 
Staff 
General Manager       Megan Dixon 
Director Infrastructure and Compliance   Kazi Mahmud 
Information Services Coordinator    Sharon Smith 
 

4. APOLOGIES   

An apology has been received by Councillor Jane Keir 

 

Recommendation: 
 

That the apology from Councillor Jane Keir be accepted. 
 
Moved:     Seconded: 
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5. DECLARATION OF INTEREST  

Ethical Decision Making and Conflicts of Interest 
A guiding checklist for Councillors, officers and community committees 

Oath or Affirmation of Office 
Councillors are reminded of the Oath or Affirmation taken of office, made under section 233A of the 
Local Government Act 1993 when elected. 
 
Ethical decision making 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 

• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 

• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 

• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 

• Do you stand to gain personally at public expense? 

• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 

• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 
 

Conflict of interest 
A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty. The test for conflict of interest: 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 

• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 

• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of ‘corruption’ – using public 
office for private gain. 

• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest. 
 
There are two types of conflict: 

• Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act 1993 and Office of Local 
Government. A person with a pecuniary interest should at least disclose and not vote, but 
it would also in these cases be appropriate to leave the chamber. 

 
• Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct and policy. ICAC, Ombudsman, Office 

of Local Government (advice only). If declaring a Non-Pecuniary Conflict of Interest, a 
person with a non-pecuniary interest can choose to either disclose and vote, disclose and 
not vote or leave the Chamber. 

 
Local Government Act 1993 and Model Code of Conduct 
 
For more detailed definitions refer to the Local Government Act 1993, Chapter 14 Honesty and 
Disclosure of Interest and adopted Code of Conduct. 
 
Identifying problems 
1st Do I have private interests affected by a matter I am officially involved in?  
2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter?  
3rd Do my private interests conflict with my official role? 
 
Disclosure of pecuniary interests / non-pecuniary interests 
Under the provisions of Section 440AAA(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 (pecuniary interests) 
and the Model Code of Conduct it is necessary for you to disclose the nature of the interest when 
making a disclosure of a pecuniary interest or a non-pecuniary conflict of interest at a meeting. 

A Declaration form should be completed and handed to the General Manager as soon as 
practicable once the interest is identified. Declarations are made at Item 4 of the Agenda: 
Declarations of Interest - Pecuniary, Non-Pecuniary and Political Donation Disclosures, and prior to 
each Item being discussed. 
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Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest. 
 

Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/Non-
Pecuniary 

Reason 
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6. PUBLIC FORUM 

The Council may hold a public forum prior to each Ordinary Meeting of the Council for the purpose 
of hearing oral submissions from members of the public on items of business to be considered at 
the meeting (listed on the Agenda). 
 
Public forums may also be held prior to Extraordinary Council Meetings and meetings of committees 
of the Council. Public forums are to be chaired by the mayor or their nominee. 
The General Manager or their delegate may refuse to allow such material to be presented. 
A person may apply to speak on no more than 2 items of business on the agenda of the Council 
Meeting. 
 
The General Manager or their delegate may refuse an application to speak at a public forum. 
No more than three (3) speakers are to be permitted to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ each item of business 
on the agenda for the Council Meeting. If more than the permitted number of speakers apply to speak 
‘for’ or ‘against’ any item of business, the General Manager or their delegate may, in consultation 
with the mayor or the mayor’s nominated chairperson, increase the number of speakers permitted 
to speak on an item of business, where they are satisfied that it is necessary to do so to allow the 
council to hear a fuller range of views on the relevant item of business. 
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7. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETING  

7.1 MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 26th MARCH 2024  

 

Recommendation: 
 

That the minutes from the Ordinary Council meeting held the 26th March 2024 having been 
circulated, be taken as read and confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings 
on these meetings. 
 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 
Attachments: 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held 26 March 2024  
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8. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE/DELEGATES  

 

NIL 
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9. MAYORAL MINUTE  

 
NIL  
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10. MAYORAL MONTHLY REPORT  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Mayor 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant 

FILE NUMBER:                       

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That the Mayoral report for April 2024 be received and noted. 

 
Moved:      Seconded: 

   
Summary: 
To advise of the Mayor’s activities up until 18 April 2024.  
 
March 2024 
I attended several meetings held by the Lightning Ridge Miners Association to discuss the 
Independent Review of Small-Scale Titles. The General Manager and I also met with landholders 
over the month of March to hear their feedback & concerns around the proposed changes.  
 
19 & 20 March 2024 
Tour De OROC was in town. Local residents, alongside the General Manager and I attended the 
Walgett Sporting Club for a fundraising dinner and auction. The following day I cycled from Walgett 
to Lightning Ridge with the Tour De OROC. We then gathered at the Lightning Ridge District Bowling 
Club for dinner and an auction. The proceeds from both auctions will greatly contribute to supporting 
the Macquarie Homestay facility in Dubbo.  
 
26 March 2024 
I attended the Liquor and Gaming NSW community engagement session at the Walgett Sporting 
Club with the General Manager and Clr Keir and Clr Rummery. They were seeking feedback on the 
processes and issues within our communities.  
 
6 April 2024 
The Deputy Mayor Clr Col Hundy and General Manager attended the opening of the Walgett Show 
and presented a citizenship ceremony where 3 new citizens were welcomed to the community. The 
ceremony was well attended and feedback from the community was very positive regarding 
integrating the event into a community event.  
 
11 April 2024 
I met with John Clements, Joe Flick, Stephen Booby, Gillar regarding the location and possible return 
of scar trees back to Country. 
 
12 April 2024 
The General Manager attended the Border Regions Organisation of Councils (BROC), noting that I 
was an apology. Some of the matters discussed included resourcing of BROC, funding for rural and 
remote airports, management of community crime, a Border Regions tourism trail, cross-border 
cooperation and disaster management. Walgett Shire Council supported that a submission be made 
by BROC on behalf of member Councils, to the Australian Government for improved funding for rural 
airports.  
 
Councillors should also note that Walgett Shire Council will be hosting the next BROC meeting 
scheduled for 26 July 2024. 
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15 April 2024 
The General Manager and I attended a dinner with Stephen Lawrence, MLC, in Dubbo. Stephen is 
a member of the Upper House of NSW Parliament; Chair - Joint Select Committee on Protecting 
Local Water Utilities from Privatisation and Member of Inquiry regarding Ability of local governments 
to fund infrastructure and services. Stephen is also the Duty MLC for Western NSW. During the 
dinner, we discussed Walgett Shire Council’s funding priorities for the State Government, including 
water security for Lightning Ridge, funding of the pool redevelopment and other issues, including the 
Small Claims Mining Titles Review.  
 
16 – 17 April 2024  
I attended a Murray Darling Basin Authority Leadership Summit with the General Manager, in 
Sydney. Attendance at this event was by invitation only and Walgett was privileged to be one of the 
few local government areas represented in the Murray Darling Basin. MDBA were seeking input from 
a broad range of stakeholders (First Nations, Community, Irrigators, Regulators) on feedback on the 
Murray Darlin Basin Plan, which is due to be reviewed in 2026. Our input focused on the viability and 
sustainability of rural places, water security and the future of agriculture in the Basin. 
 
18th April 2024 
I met with Rod Crowfoot, the Manager of Macquarie Homestay in Dubbo and had a tour of the facility. 
I was in awe of how nice and comfortable it is. During my visit, I also had the pleasure of meeting 
with some of the people currently staying there and hearing first-hand the positive impact the 
Macquarie Homestay has on the broader communities.  
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Discussion with General Manager 
I spoke with the General Manager about the ongoing issues of stray and unrestrained dogs in the 
Shire. I also emphasised the importance of cleaning up blocks of land and improving shop fronts. I 
suggested implementing a policy to maintain the appearance standards of shops and buildings 
throughout Walgett Shire. 
 
Proposed Removal of Weirs in the Walgett Shire 
It has come to my attention that the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 
Water plan to make changes to the Banarway and Calmundi Weirs in the Walgett Shire, to create “a 
connected 'highway' for native fish, so they can move unrestricted along the northern waterways to 
increase populations, improve fish health and protect habitats, especially during drought.” 
 
As soon as it came to my attention I informed landholders and other stakeholders who will be affected 
by this of the proposal. Of most concern is the lack of consultation by the Department with affected 
stakeholders. 
 
I have emailed NSW Aboriginal Land Council, Roy Butler’s officer and have written to the Minister, 
requesting that the project be disbanded and alternative solutions for fish passage ways be 
investigated. Walgett Shire Council cannot support the removal or lowering of weirs and the 
uncertainty of water security. 
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11. CORRESPONDENCE AND PETITIONS  

NIL 
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12. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS 

12.1 EXECUTIVE – GOVERENCE  

12.1.1 MATTERS IN PROGRESS 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant 

FILE NUMBER:                      12/14-03 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Matters in Progress up until March 2024 be received and noted. 

 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 
Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered at 
the previous meetings of Council. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Matters in Progress previously titled the Resolution Register which summaries 
progress in respect of all resolutions which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception 
is for the last meeting where items that have been completed are included.  Councillors are reminded 
that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register has grown 
in size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always possible to resolve 
issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or Council’s own in-house 
resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters awaiting 
attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior 
to the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor issues more 
expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Matters in Progress/ Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practicably 
be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council  
 
Conclusion: 
That the Matters in Progress be received and noted.   
 
Attachment: Matters In Progress 
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12.1.2 COMMUNITY DONATIONS SPONSORSHIP FOR THE 2023/2024 FINANCIAL YEAR   
REPORTING SECTION 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager   

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant   
FILE NUMBER:                      29/4/0054 

PURPOSE:     For Noting  

 RECOMMENDATION  
  
That Council receive and note the list of Community Donations and Sponsorships for the 
2023/2024 financial year.   

 
Moved:     Seconded: 

  
Summary:  
This report outlines the recipients of community donations and sponsorships for the 2023/2024 
financial year. The support provided includes one-off donations, ongoing sponsorships, and 
community assistance.  
  
Background:  
Throughout the 2023/2024 financial year, Walgett Shire Council has extended its support to 
numerous community events, groups, and initiatives. This report presents an overview of the 
current support provided.  
  
ORGANISATION  COMMITTED  SPENT  PAYMENT TYPE  REQUEST TYPE  

Country Women’s Association 
Goodooga/Lightning Ridge   

$1,000  $1,000  
Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 1  

By CAS Application  

Come By Chance Picnic 
Races   

$2,000  $2,000  
Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 1  

By CAS Application  

Burren Junction Hall 
Committee  

$2035  $2035  
Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 1  

By CAS Application  

Walgett Amateur Swimming 
Club  

$3,000  $3,000  
Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 1  

By CAS Application  

Country Women’s Association 
Burren Junction  

$3,000  $3,000  
Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 1  

By CAS Application  

Lightning Ridge Community 
Radio  

$3,000  $3,000  
Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 1  

By CAS Application  

Isolated Children’s Fund   $3,000  $3,000  
Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 1  

By CAS Application  

Walgett Show Society   $10,000  $10,000  Sponsorship 2024  By CAS Application  

Parkrun  $1500  $1500  Donation   One-off-Payment  

Lightning Ridge Race Club   Up to $10,000  $0  Donation  One-off-Payment  

Opal Queen  
$5,000  $5,000  Budgeted   

To be claimed 
yearly  

Walgett Jockey Club  
$3,000  $0  

Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 2  

By CAS Application  

Carinda & District Race Club  
$3,000  $3,000  

Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 2  

By CAS Application  

Carinda Let’s Dance 
Committee  

$3,000  $3,000  
Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 2  

By CAS Application  

Grawin Miners (Grawin Show)   
$3,000  $0  

Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 2  

By CAS Application  
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Lightning Ridge Rotary Club  
$3,000  $0  

Community Assistance 
Scheme Round 2  

By CAS Application  

Tour De OROC   $2205  $2205  Donation  Requests Yearly   

2WEB Radio Sponsorship  
$6,000  $6,000  

Budgeted   To be claimed 
yearly  

Barwon CWA Medical 
Scholarship   

$10,000  $0  
Budgeted  To be claimed 

yearly  

Lightning Ridge Jewellery 
Design Awards  

$3,500  $0  
Budgeted  To be claimed 

yearly  

Jimmy Little Art/Cultural 
Scholarship   

$10,000  $0  
Budgeted  To be claimed 

yearly  

Community Education 
Foundation  

$10,000  $10,000  
Budgeted  To be claimed 

yearly  

Walgett Show Photo 
Competition  

$5,000  $0  
Budgeted  To be claimed 

yearly  

Lightning Ridge Easter 
Festival   

$10,000  $10,000  
Budgeted  To be claimed 

yearly  

Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool 
Assoc 

- Lightning Ridge Diving 
Pool 

- Lightning Ridge Sports 
Centre 

- Lightning Ridge Pool 

 
$72,579  
$63,508  
$317,090 

 
$74,036  
$64,782 
$323,908 

Budgeted   

Paid by Council   

Dick Colless Scholarship  $10,000  $2,000  Budgeted   By Application  

Total  $648,417  $543,482      

   
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
S365 NSW Local Government Act 1993 
Walgett Shire Council Annual Budget (Including Quarterly QBRs for the 2023/2024 period)   
Community Assistance Scheme 2023/2024 Guidelines    
 
Stakeholders:  
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Shire Rate Payers  
Tourists & Visitors  
Community Groups  
  
Financial Implications:  
The table above summarises the total expenditure for the S365 donations in accordance NSW 
Local Government Act, the budget and commitments.  
 
While the Community Assistance Scheme operates with an annual budget of $30,000, there are 
two additional items not originally budgeted within this scheme. These include $10,000 allocated 
for the Walgett Show Society and up to $10,000 committed to assisting the Lightning Ridge Race 
Club.  
 
Consequently, the total expenditure for this budget line will amount to $50,535.  
  
Alternative Solutions/Options:   
N/A   
  
Conclusion:   
This report details the beneficiaries of community donations and sponsorships throughout the 
2023/2024 fiscal year.   
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12.1.3 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETING AND EVENTS 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant 

FILE NUMBER:                      12/14-03 

PURPOSE:     For Information 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events 

 
Moved:     Seconded: 
  

Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors to make notes of to avoid  
any clashes of commitments. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
This report enables councillors and senior management personnel to organise their tasks and 
distribute their workload effectively in light of upcoming commitments. It serves to prevent instances 
where councillors may inadvertently miss meetings or remain unaware of their scheduling. 
Additionally, external organisations have been asked to directly forward meeting notices and minutes 
to the council's representatives. Upon receiving notifications, meeting dates will be included in the 
strategic tasks, events, and meetings calendar, with the respective representative(s) clearly 
identified. 
 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors  
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming community  
or Councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Not applicable. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable. 
 
Conclusion: 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and not the information. 
 
Attachments: 
Upcoming meetings and events schedule. 
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IMPORTANT DATES – Upcoming Meetings and Events 

 
 
 
 
  

DATE   MEETING/FUNCTION   LOCATION   NOTES   

23 April 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

7 May 2024 Extraordinary Meeting of 

Council to adopt 

Corporate Planning 

documents for public 

consultation 

Walgett Chambers Councillors, GM and 

Executive Staff 

6 June 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

28 May 2024   Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

25 June 2024   Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

23 July 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

1 August 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

14 August 2024 Close of nominations for 

NSW Local Government 

Elections 

NSW Local 

Government 

Elections 

 

27 August 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

14 September 2024 Election Day NSW Local 

Government 

Elections 

 

24 September 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

3 October 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

22 October 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

17 – 19 November 
2024 

LGNSW Annual 
Conference 

Tamworth Mayor, GM and Councillors 

26 November 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

6 December 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

17 December 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  
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12.1.4 PERMANENT STOCK ZONES IN THE WALGETT SHIRE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AREA  

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0055 

PURPOSE:     For Decision  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

Council declare there are no permanent stock zones in the Walgett Shire Local Government 
Area.  

 
Moved:     Seconded: 
  

Summary:   

During a 30-day public display period from 4th March 2024 to 2nd April 2024, Walgett Shire Council 

notified the public of its intention to declare "no permanent stock zones within the Walgett Shire." 

Council received 1 formal submission.  

Background:  
At the Ordinary Council meeting on 27th February 2024, it was resolved on motion that Council 
undertake a 28-day notice period to declare “no permanent stock zones” and receive a report 
following the community consultation period.   
  
Current Position:  
During the public exhibition period Walgett Shire Council received 1 formal submission which has 
been attached. This was in opposition to the declaration of “no permanent stock zones” due to the 
impact of property holders away from main road corridors.   
  
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Local Government Act 1993  
Local Land Services Act 2013  
Local Land Services Regulation 2014  
Roads Act 1993  
  
Stakeholders:  
Walgett Shire Council  
Transport for NSW  
NSW Local Land Services  
Affected Landholders  
  
Financial Implications:  
Nil  
  
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
1. Do nothing  
2. Allow permanent stock zones to exist within the Walgett Shire.   
3. Explore the issue further with stakeholders  
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Conclusion:  
Despite Council's notification regarding the declaration of "no permanent stock zones within the 
Walgett Shire," only one response was received from a potentially affected stakeholder. Given the 
longstanding nature of this issue and its recognition by both the Rural Crime Squad and Transport 
NSW as a safety concern, Council must now deliberate on whether to proceed with the 
declaration.  
   
Attachments:   
Email submission from Fiona Denyer.   
  
 
 

From: Fiona Denyer    
Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2024 11:11 AM  
To: Admin Walgett <admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au>  
Subject: No Permanent Stock Zones in the Walgett Shire.  

   
To whom it may concern,   

   
I am writing as a landholder within the Walgett shire seeking clarification on the proposed No 
Permanent Stock Zones in the Walgett Shire.  
  
If we have a property with a dirt road through it do we now have to remove our stock or 
fence along the road?  
  
If this is the case, we would have in the vicinity of 100km that would need to be fenced. We 
would need to move and establish new watering points for the stock. A costly exercise that 
we do not have the funds for.  
  
Does this also include stock routes on our properties?  
  

We already maintain ramps,  on the properties that have shire roads.  

More damage is done by kangaroos and emus, than sheep and cattle. Kangaroos and 

emus cannot be contained by fences  
  
Is it all roads, sealed and unsealed ?  
  
I understand the need for the highways to be fenced but feel that local access dirt roads is 
going to far.  
  
As the initial notification stands we are opposed to this.  

   
Fiona and David Denyer   

 
  

mailto:admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au
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12.1.5 CASH AND INVESTMENT AS AT 31st MARCH 2024 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0060 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That the Investment report be received and noted. 

 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 

 
Summary:  
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period 
ending 31st March 2024.  

  
Background:  
The investment portfolio consists of on-call bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing term 
deposits.  The portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise 
risk.  Council's investment portfolio does not have a secondary market available for the trading of 
investments and is not subject to share market volatility.  
  
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments and other available products that 
meet Council policy guidelines.  A comparison of Council’s investment portfolio results is also made 
monthly to that of other NSW Councils and Walgett Shire’s results from the portfolio continue to 
better than average.  
  
The investments are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and Policies listed in this 
report.  

  
Current Position:  
Council at month end held a total of $37,890,433 in on-call bank accounts and interest-bearing term 
deposits with financial institutions in Australia.  The investments are compliant with the Local 
Government Act (NSW), the associated Regulations and Ministerial Order and Council’s Investment 
Policy.  
 
Council’s detailed investment portfolio and compliance information is shown in Attachment 1 to this 
report.  This information is represented graphically as well as digitally and shows Council’s 
compliance to the investment policy for all key performance indicators in the policy.  
Council’s investment portfolio continues to perform well in comparison with other LGAs in NSW being 
one of the best performing councils in the state.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Local Government Act (NSW) 1993  
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021  
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016  
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in October 2023)  
  
Governance issues:  
Nil  
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Environmental issues:  
Nil  
  
Financial Implications:  
As per report  
  
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Nil  
  
Stakeholders:  
Walgett Shire Council  
Residents of Walgett Shire Council  
Financial Institutions  
  
Conclusion:  
As at 31st March 2024 Walgett Shire Council’s total cash and invested funds totalled $37,890,433 
decreasing the portfolio by $4,528,914 from the previous month of $42,419,347  
  
Attachment: Attachment 1 Walgett Shire Council’s Portfolio reports from Arlo Advisory (previously 
known as Imperium Markets).  
  
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer  

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th 
January 2016.   
2. I hereby certify that Council’s Cash Book and General Ledger have been reconciled 
to the bank statement as at the end of month.  
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12.1.6 OUTSTANDING RATES AND CHARGES AS AT 31st MARCH 2024 

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Rates Clerk 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0061 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

The March 2024 Outstanding Rates & Charges Report be received and noted. 

 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 
Summary 
Council’s debt recovery policy is aimed at having outstanding rates and annual charges debts 
recovered in a timely manner to support Council in its objectives by providing sufficient funding to 
enable the continued provision of services to the local government area. The aim of this process is 
to achieve a recovery of rates and annual charges levied in any given financial year of greater than 
90%. 
 
Background 
Council is obliged to report on several Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) as part of its statutory 
reporting requirements. One of these KPIs is the outstanding percentage of Rates, Annual Charges 
& Extra Charges. The purpose of this KPI is ‘to assess the impact of uncollected rates and annual 
charges on Council’s liquidity and the adequacy of recovery efforts.’  
 
Walgett Shire Council is classified as a Regional and Rural Council and the benchmark used for 
these councils in the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting is less 
than 10% outstanding for Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra Charges as at the end of the 
financial year. 
 
Current Position 
Collection of the current year’s levy and arrears as at month ended March 2024 was 70.7%, an 
improvement of 3.3% than the previous year’s collection of 67.4%.  
 
The improvement in collections can be largely attributed to Council’s successful Sale of Land for 
unpaid rates during September 2023 & February 2024. The rates collections will continue to improve 
as proceeds of the Auction Sales are finalised together with payments received for the final 2023/24 
Rate Instalments due 31st May 2024. A further Section 713 sale is proposed once the 2024/25 rate 
notices are raised making the assessments over 5 years outstanding. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Outstanding Rates Report. 
Councils Debt Recovery Policy. 
 
Governance issues 
Council attempts to achieve the benchmark collection rate set by the Office of Local Government 
(OLG) for rural councils The OLG’s benchmark is 5% for city and coastal councils and less than 10% 
arrears for rural and regional councils. 
 
Environmental issues 
Nil 
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Stakeholders 
Walgett Shire Council Community 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by external bodies 
such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review Panel. Efforts to improve 
and lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges strengthen Walgett Shire Council’s long term 
financial position.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
 
Conclusion 
The report recommends that Council note the outstanding rates and annual charges percentage. 
 

Attachments 
Monthly Report - Outstanding Rates Report 
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 12.1.7 COUNCIL PROJECTS APRIL 2024  

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0055 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the Council projects list be received and noted. 
 
Moved:     Seconded: 
  

Summary:  
The Walgett Shire Council is managing a substantial number of projects, many of which are grant-
funded and have faced delays over several years. 
 
Background: 
The Walgett Shire Council has encountered challenges such as high staff turnover, the impact of 
COVID-19, floods, and various other issues. These have contributed to a significant backlog of 
projects that are either overdue for completion or approaching their funding end dates. 
 
Current Position: 
Council staff are prioritising projects, particularly those funded by grants with impending deadlines. 
Projects listed in the 2024 budget that rely on revenue funding are temporarily on hold until grant-
funded projects are addressed. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
Visitors / Tourists 
NSW Government  
 
Financial Implications: 
Failure to manage projects effectively could have significant financial implications for the Council, 
including the requirement to reimburse funding bodies. It is also important for the Council to ensure 
that all committed projects undergo thorough scoping to prevent exceeding allocated funds and to 
anticipate and account for future infrastructure maintenance costs. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council staff are actively managing a number of projects and are committed to ensuring their 
completion within the designated funding agreement timeframe and budget. 
 
Attachments:  
Projects List 
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12.1.8 2024 DESTINATION AND VISITOR ECONOMY CONFERENCE  

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0065 

PURPOSE:     For Decision  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That council nominate attendance of up to two Councillors to the 2024 Destination and Visitor 
Economy Conference. 

 
Moved:     Seconded: 
  

Summary: 
Local Government NSW will be holding their annual Destination and Visitor Economy Conference in 
Wagga Wagga from 28-30 May 2024.  
  
The 2024 Conference is co-hosted by City of Wagga Wagga, Junee Shire Council, and Coolamon 
Shire Councils.  
  
Topics for the 2024 Conference include, focus on rural and regional Events attracting tourism, data 
backed strategies for destination branding, Agritourism experiences, and updates from Tourism 
Australia and Destination NSW. Several site visits are also included as part of the program.  
  
The Top Tourism Town of the Year winners are also announced at the Conference. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents:  
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Councillors 
Visitor Economy Stakeholders 
 
Financial Implications: 
Cost of attendance will be in line with Budget for Councillor professional development. 
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12.1.9 2024 LOCAL ROADS CONGRESS  

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0066 

PURPOSE:     For Decision  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That council nominate attendance of the Mayor and up to two Councillors to the 2024 Local 
Roads Congress 
 
Moved:     Seconded: 
  

Summary: 
The 2024 Local Roads Congress will be held on Monday 3 June 2024 at the NSW Parliament House 
in Sydney with the theme of 'Planning for the Future'. 
 
The Roads and Transport Directorate, in collaboration with Local Government NSW, holds an annual 
Local Roads Congress, where local council mayors, councillors and executives gather to discuss 
road-related policy issues. 
 
The purpose of the Congress is to address policy issues rather than technical issues and to optimise 
roads and transport outcomes. 
 
The first NSW Local Roads Congress was held in December 2005, and it has been held annually 
since then. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents:  
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Councillors 
Walgett Shire Rate Payers 
 
Financial Implications: 
Cost of attendance will be in line with Budget for Councillor professional development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ipweansw.org/roadsdirectorate/local-roads-congress#:~:text=The%202024%20Local%20Roads%20Congress,information%20will%20be%20available%20soon.
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12.1.10 RENAMING OF THE LIGHTNING RIDGE MULTIPURPOSE CENTRE 

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant    

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0067 

PURPOSE:     For Decision  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Council resolve on a name during a future meeting, taking into account community feedback. 
 
Moved:     Seconded: 
  

Summary:  
The Council has the opportunity to engage the Walgett Shire Community in renaming the Lightning 
Ridge Multipurpose Centre. 
 
Background:  
An informal discussion with a health service worker highlighted that the name similarity between 
the Lightning Ridge Multipurpose Centre (MPC) and the Lightning Ridge Multipurpose Service 
(Health Services) MPS has led to confusion within the community, causing people to be directed to 
the wrong location by Google and maps. This is a significant issue, as the MPC has been identified 
as the evacuation centre for Lightning Ridge, should the need arise. 
 
A request has been made for the Council to consider renaming the building to alleviate this 
confusion. 
 
The proposed process for renaming will be through a public competition, whereby:  

1. Community will be invited to share ideas over a 3-week period 
2. The ideas will be presented for voting via poll over 1 week 
3. A report tetailing the community feedback will be presented for Council to consider and 

resolve.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Walgett Shire Council Community Participation Plan 2020  
Local Government Act 1993 – SECT 14 
 
Stakeholders:  
Walgett Community  
  
Financial Implications:  
At present there are no anticipated costs associated with this name change.  
  
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
1) No action: Council maintains the name as the Lightning Ridge Multi-Purpose Centre 
2) Council independently decides on a new name without community input 
3) Council provides its own suggestions for community consultation  
 
 
 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-030
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12.1.11 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant 

FILE NUMBER:                      12/14-03 

PURPOSE:     For Information 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That the information contained in the following Department circular 24-04 New Local 
Government Elections Webpage Launched on the Office of Local Government’s website from 
the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet, be received and noted. 

 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 
 

Summary 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and Cabinet 
are attached for Councillors information.  Circulars are emailed to Councillors when published from 
LGNSW. 
 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention of 
Councillors: 
 
24-04 New Local Government Elections Webpage Launched on the Office of Local Government’s 
website 
 
Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications.  Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will 
be raised in following reports. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 
Attachments: 
Circular 
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12.1.12 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT – MARCH 2024 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0070 

PURPOSE:     For Information 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council adopt the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement for 31st March 2024 as 
tabled.  
 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 
 
Summary: 
General Manager is reporting to Council on the status of the March 2024 Quarterly Budget Review 
(QBR) Statement.  
 
The report outlines the third quarter operations against the adopted 2023/2024 budget estimates, 
with income and expenditure variations made because of actual differences or known trends.  
 
The report has been developed with the input of the Director of Infrastructure and Compliance 
Services, as well as managers. 
 
Background:  
The Quarterly Budget Review document is a statutory requirement under the Local Government 
(General) Regulations 2005, Part 9, Division 3, Section 203 and is an essential aspect of Council's 
financial management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted to Council not later than 
two months after the end of each quarter.  
 
Current Position:  
The current position is detailed in the attached Quarter 3 (period ending 31st

 March 2024) Quarterly 
Budget Review Statement report.  
 
Generally, the majority of income and expenditure estimates for 2023/2024 are on track, however 
there are some major variations brought to account in the attached report because of current 
expenditure trends, and the availability of staff to implement projects. The focus has also been on 
the delivery of grant funded projects, rather than revenue funded projects.  
 
Council’s General Fund operations after capital expenditure has recorded a quarterly cash deficit 
of $335,700 which brings the forecast end of year result to a cash deficit of $487,472. The major 
variations for the March 2024 quarter are attached along with the budget review.  
 
Governance & Exec has recorded a number of minor variations in expenditure items, resulting in 
an overall improvement of position of $20,000. 
 
Corporate and Community Services has recorded a number of variations to recurrent income 
and expenditure items. The March 2023 quarter adjustments have resulted in a net deficit of 
$45,858 after adjusting proposed changes with operational reserve as per attached report. 
 
Major variations include the deferment expenditure attached to the Everyone Can Play Park in 
Lightning Ridge 
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Environmental Services has recorded a number of variations to recurrent income and 
expenditure items. The March 2024 quarter adjustments have resulted in a net surplus of $44,271 
after adjusting proposed changes with operational reserve as per attached report. 
 
Borrowings and expenditures associated with the pound project have removed from the 2023/24 
budget and will be re-budgeted for the 2024/25 period, once a new scope is achieved for the 
project. 
 
Waste Services has recorded a number of variations to recurrent income and expenditure items. 
The March 2023 quarter adjustments have resulted in a net deficit of $40,690 after adjusting 
proposed changes with operational reserve as per attached report.  
 
Technical Services has been impacted by flooding with an increase in roads expenditures. The 
original budget included borrowing and expenditure associated with depot replacement. The 
income (borrowing) has been deleted from the budget, as has the construction budget. An amount 
has been allocated for design. 
 
Water funds - The consolidated water fund has resulted in a balanced budget being presented to 
Council. 
 
Sewer Services - The March 2024 quarter adjustments has also resulted in a balanced budget 
being forecast. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Local Government Act 1993  
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021  
 
Governance issues:  
The Quarterly Budget Review Statement is a key document for Council in monitoring the progress 
of the Annual Budget and more broadly its achievement of the objectives within the Community 
Strategic Plan.  
 
Financial Implications:  
The Quarterly Budget Review details Council’s current financial projections for the 2023/2024 fiscal 
year as at the quarter ending 31st March 2024.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Not Applicable  
 
Conclusion:  
The QBRS as at 31st March 2024 provides council with information relating to the status of the 
budget after three (6) months of operation. The movement of rollover grants and their related 
expenditure and the ongoing capital works this financial year has impacted upon the result, with a 
revised projected year end general fund cash deficit of $487,427.  
 
Attachment:  
March 2024 Quarterly Budget Review Statement  
(Refer Attachment Document B) 
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12.2 DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE & COMPLIANCE  

12.2.1 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE GRADING REPORT AS AT 29th FEBRUARY 2024 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Infrastructure and Compliances 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Manager Infrastructure (Roads) 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0057 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive and note the monthly maintenance grading works report for February 
2024 
 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 
Summary: 
This report provides the Council with the status of the road maintenance programme on  
Shire Roads for the period ending 31st March 2024. 
 
Background: 
The maintenance budget was prepared based on the available funding to maintain the Unsealed 
Local and Regional Roads to provide an acceptable level of service. This budget is used to maintain 
the roads as per demand and road best practice manual. 
Details of maintenance grading and flood work locations are detailed in the attached report. 
 
Significant rain events over the last three months have required additional grading works. Council is 
seeking additional funding to cover this extra work. 
 
Current Status: 
Council have spent $569,232 which is 81% of the Annual Budget.  
 
In term of expense YTD 37% of maintenance grading cost was expensed by Walgett Shire 
Council, 73% of maintenance grading was spent on Contractors. 
 
In terms of km graded, YTD Contractors did 61% of km graded, Council did 24% and a 
combination of Council and Contractors 15%. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council’s approved 2023/2024 Shire Roads Maintenance Grading Works schedule 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourists 
  
Financial Implications: 
As of 31st March, actual spend is $569,232  

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 

Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the approved 
budget. 
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12.2.2 REPORT TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON MAJOR ROAD PROJECTS AS AT 31st 
MARCH 2024 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Infrastructure and Compliances 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Manager Infrastructure (Roads) 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0059 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive and note the monthly major road projects report for March 2024. 
 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 
Summary:  
This report provides the Council with the current status of major road projects within the shire as at 
the 31st March 2024  
  
Background and status:  
The shire currently has several major projects in progress being:  

• Goangra Bridge – Bridge is complete. Seal were sealed March 2024  
 
• Come by Chance Road Reconstruction and seal – The Contractor carried out 
drainage works in March on the first 14km at the western end of the project. Wet weather 
has hampered progress. The Contractor has completed approx. 40% of the drainage 
work in the first 14km of the project.  Variations to the work scope have been quantified 
and include modifications to the drainage, pavement specifications, length of road and 
schedule. Scheduled completion June 2025. Council is in discussion with funding 
providers for a revised scope that will enable delivery of the project within the approved 
grant funds. Additional funding from the HSVPP funding stream is not available.  

 
• Burranbaa Road Reconstruction and reseal – The road is complete. Contractor is 
removing a section of pavement that is non-conforming at the contractors expense. 

 
• Lorne Road Reconstruction and reseal – Due to existence of significant mining 
cavities in Fred Reece Way and the northern end of Lorne Road, Transport for NSW 
through the Traffic Committee require that the road will be closed at Kangaroo Hill until 
the cavity issue can be fixed. Council have an alternative route to the airport and are 
preparing a budget for the installation and maintenance of a bypass to the airport. Line 
marking was completed in March.  

 
• Cryon Road – Contract documents have been prepared and awaiting final approval. 
Council are about to go to tender  

  
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Project Funding Deeds  
Project contracts  
  
Stakeholders:  
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Residents  
Funding bodies  
Contractors  
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Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Nil  
  
Conclusion:  
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the approved 
budget  

 

Attachments:   
240331 Major Project Report attachment  
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12.2.3 REPORT TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON TECHNICAL SERVICES PROGRESS AS 
AT 31st MARCH 2024 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Infrastructure and Compliance 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Manager Infrastructure (Roads) 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0058 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly works progress report for 
February 2024. 
 
Moved:     Seconded: 

 
 
Summary:  
The purpose of this report is to update Council with regards to the Engineering Services progress 
works up to 31st March 2024  
  
Background:  
The revised budget of the Engineering and Technical Services Department for Capital & 
Maintenance Works, Quarry Management, Fleet Management, Water & Sewerage works, Parks & 
Garden and Engineering Administration for 2023/2024 is $58,038,225  
  
The breakdown of the budget is as follows:  
  

Items  Revised Budget  
Expenditure up to  
31st March 2024  

%  

Engineering Technical 
Services including RMCC 
Works  

  
$51,952,647  

  
$30,828,027  59.3%  

Water - Maintenance  $3,471,686  $1,233,553  35.5%  

Water - Capital  $1,162,284  $416,095  35.8%  

Sewer - Maintenance  $1,051,608  $375,752  35.7%  

Sewer - Capital  $400,000  $0  0.0%  

Total  $58,038,225  $32,853,427  56.6%  

  
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
2023/24 Operational Plan and Budget  
  
Governance Issues  
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering  
  
Environmental issues:  
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with  
  
Stakeholders:  
Walgett Shire   
Walgett Shire Residents and Rate Payers   
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Financial Implications:  
As of 31st March 2024, $33,853,427 expended.  
  
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Nil  
  
Conclusion:  
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates.  
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12.2.4 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR DA2023/51 GRAIN CORPORATION 
PROJECT  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Infrastructure and Compliances 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Acting Manager of Compliance 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0064 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note this report and Delegates the approval of the Development 

Application DA51-2023 to the General Manager, subject to the contents of the report. 

Moved:     Seconded: 

 
 
Background 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant matters 
recently arising in Compliance. 
 
For multiple reasons, the Acting Manager – Compliance cannot provide the normal in-depth report. 
 
One issue in particular needs to be addressed being;  
 
DA 2023/51 - Grain Corporation Project – 1 Slack Smith Street Burren Junction  
 
Summary 
A Traffic Movement Report was requested by the Roads Authority, and this is nearing completion.  
 
Because of the need to have this facility ready for seasonal production, they have asked if Council 
can deal with this matter as soon as practical. 
 
A development of this size would normally be dealt with by Council, but in essence it is relatively 
simple but extremely important project for the Region, and needs to be adequately assessed. 
 
One option is that Council delegate the approval of the application to the General Manager subject 
to her being satisfied by Compliance that the proposed conditions for an approval are reasonable 
and necessary in terms of the Local Community and Walgett Shire interests. 
 
If Council is comfortable with this option, it should resolve accordingly.  
 
If for any reason the General Manager has any reservations regarding Conditions of Consent or 
the recommendations for approval are in question, or the recommendations are for Refusal, the 
matter would come back to Council. 
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12.2.5 DEVEOPMENT APPROVALS MARCH 2024 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Infrastructure and Compliances 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Acting Manager of Compliance 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0068 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note the information contained within this report. 

Moved:     Seconded: 

 
 
Summary: 
This report is to advise the March 2024 development approvals for the information of Council and to 
ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 and 
Section 124 of the associated Regulation. 
 
Background: 
To ensure the validity of a development consent in any legal proceedings, all development consents 
and complying development certificates are to be notified to the public within 3 months of the date 
of consent. The only exception is any development that may have Court proceedings commenced 
before the expiration of 3 months from the date on which the public notice was given. 
 
Current Position: 
To ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 and 
Section 124 of the associated Regulation, Council publishes a notice each month on/in Council’s 
website, E-Bulletin and Facebook Page in relation to development approvals for the previous month. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following developments have been lodged and are currently 
waiting a determination. Please note, this is only current as at 1 March  –31 March.  

Appl. No Address Title Development Status 
DA2024/7 35 Pitt Street, 

Walgett 
Lot -2 DP 
1265961 

Construction of a 
new steel framed 
shade system for 
an existing 
concrete pathway 
linking the existing 
buildings for the 
Walgett Aboriginal 
Medical Service 
Limited 

Approved 

S68/2024/6 44 Harlequin 
Street, Lightning 
Ridge 

Lot 100 DP 
1210040 

Operate a caravan 
park or camping 
ground 

Pending-
Awaiting Fee 
Payment 

S682024/7 46 Barwon Street, 
Collarenebri 

Lot 2 Section 
16 DP 758262 

Install a three 
bedroom 
manufactured 
home 

Cancelled 

CC2023/17 Mining, Lightning 
Ridge 

Lot 510 DP 
1201786 

Construct 2 Class 
9b commercial 
sheds at the 
Chambers of the 
Black Hand site 

Approved 
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situated on 
Western Lands 
Lease 15150 
situated on 3 Mile 
Road Lightning 
Ridge   Shed one  
kit form 800m x 
1280m steel frame 
insulated 
zincalume external 
cladding only strip 
footing internal 
earth floor to 
replace existing 
corrugate iron 
awning   Shed two  
kit form 1350 x 
928m steel frame 
insulated 
zincalume external 
cladding only 
concrete slab 

DA2023/50 Mining, Lightning 
Ridge 

Lot 510 DP 
1201786 

Construct 2 Class 
9b commercial 
sheds at the 
Chambers of the 
Black Hand site 
situated on 
Western Lands 
Lease 15150 
situated on 3 Mile 
Road Lightning 
Ridge   Shed one  
kit form 800m x 
1280m steel frame 
insulated 
zincalume external 
cladding only strip 
footing internal 
earth floor to 
replace existing 
corrugate iron 
awning   Shed two  
kit form 1350 x 
928m steel frame 
insulated 
zincalume external 
cladding only 
concrete slab 

Approved 

SC/2024/1 3232 Ginghet 
Road Walgett 

Lot 9 DP 
751566 

Subdivision 
Certificate 

Approved 

S682024/4 142 Pandora 
Street 

Lot 2 DP 
1079966 

Operate a caravan 
park or camping 
ground x 5yrs 

Approved 

S682024/8 3 Shaw Street Lot 1 Section 2 Septic tank Approved 
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Rowena DP 758889 replacement 
CC2024/6 28 Warrena Street 

Walgett 
Lot A DP 
392928 & Lot D 
DP 392928 

Proposed works 
are as follows:  Use 
of site for a cafe 
and Cabins for bed 
and breakfast 
accommodation   
The cafe will sell 
light meals ,tea, 
coffee and drinks to 
both persons 
staying in the 
cabins and local 
residents and 
visitors , The food 
and drink for the 
cafe will be 
prepared in a 
mobile kitchen 
truck ( to be 
permanently 
installed)   There 
will be up to two 
persons working at 
the site   A total of 
six cabins are 
proposed for bed 
and breakfast 
accommodation on 
site 

Pending 
Technical 
Review 

Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Developer 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative solutions: 
Nil 
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12.2.6 COMPLIANCE – MATTERS OF BRIEF MENTION 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Infrastructure and Compliances 

REPORT AUTHOR:                          Acting Manager of Compliance 

FILE NUMBER:                      24/9/0069 

PURPOSE:     For Noting 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note the information contained within this report. 

Moved:     Seconded: 

 
 
Summary: 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant matters 
recently arising in the Infrastructure and Compliance Division. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following applications were received during March 2024 
 
Outstanding Notice Certificate 
1 approved 
 
Construction Certificate 
1 approved 
 
Complying Development Certificate 
0 
 
Food Shop Inspections  
0 
 
Swimming Pool Compliance Certificates 
1 
 
Activity Approvals 
Four Activity Approval applications received for a new project. 
Three Activity Approvals approved  
 
Final Occupation Certificate 
3 Final 
1 Interim 
 
Sub-Division Certificate 
1 Approved 
 
Fire Safety Schedule 
0 
 
Current Building Project Under Construction 
Shop/Office and five cabins at 20 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge 
Private garage @ 38 Warrena Street Walgett 
Storage Units @ 40 Nobby Road Lightning Ridge 
99 Wee Waa Street Walgett Multi Unit housing project 
88 Pandora Street Lightning Ridge Dual Occupancy – Manufactured Home 
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6560 Castlereagh Highway Walgett – Large Rural metal shed  
62 Walgett Street Collarenebri Hospital Staff Multi unit Housing accommodation 
141- 159 Fox Street Walgett Hospital Staff Multi Unit Housing Accommodation 
1360 Wilby Wilby Road Cumborah Rural Property Garage and dwelling 
23 Chrystal Street Lightning Ridge Golf Club Storm Damaged New Roof construction 
398 Bowra Lane Carinda Ingound Fibreglass Swimming Pool 
110 Fox Street Walgett new aboveground Diesel Fuel Tank installation 
41 Namoi Street Walgett new Dwelling 
225 Woodlands Road Walgett Inground Fibreglass Swimming Pool 
37 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge new underground fuel tank 
23 Pandora Street Lightning Ridge New manufactured home staff accommodation 
142 Pandora Street Lightning Ridge – Mini Observatory 
9906 Castleregh Highway Walgett – Manufactured Home 
 
Other Activity 
  
Walgett Waste Depot Waste Licence Variation:  
Currently awaiting for consultancy companies to supply information to council for a submission to 
the Environment Protection Authority for the Licence Variation to activate the projects. 
Negotiations are continuing and nearly completed.  
 
Hudson Fire Incident - Walgett Recovery Committee 
Up to date: The last meeting held on 29th February 2024, the last committee meeting was held, 
allocating Walgett Shire Council to organise the Dwelling Friable Asbestos clean-up and 
transportation to Walgett Shire Council Landfill. 
The clean-up and transportation was commenced on Monday 4 March 2024 and completed on 
Wednesday 6 march 2024 at (Walgett Waste Depot). 
The committee and the Environment Protection Authority has been informed so that they can now 
sign-off on the disaster event.  
This task appears to be completed and Accounts are being finalised. 
 
Clean-up Notices Issued 
1 site at Carinda and two sites at Walgett wastes issue 
1 Site issue with pigeon health nuisance 
 
Abandoned Vehicles 
Nil  
 
PLANNING CERTIFICATES:  
March 2024 – Seven (7) 10.7 Certificates were issued 
March 2024 – Four (4) Drainage Diagrams were issued  
 
OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMPLIANCE ACTIVITIES 
 
March 2024 Animal Impounding Records 
12 Dogs impounded.  
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13. QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

 
Question by Councillor Colin Hundy 
 
Commentary 
I would like to have listed on the Agenda a Question on Notice regarding the Council Re-Structure. 
 

1) The approximate costs to Council when the new appointments are filled. 
 

2) A detailed description of the new positions aligned to the Re-Structure. 
 

3) The benefits the Shire will gain from this Re-Structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. NOTICE OF MOTION 
 

NOM1 Notice of Motion No.1 Submitted by Councillor Colin Hundy and Michael Cooke 
 
Regarding a more relevant submission re: Small Claims Minig Titles. 
 
Interwoven with Mining in the Opal Fields surrounding Lightning Ridge is the Mining Residentials 
and Western Lands Leases which are under threat. 
 
This motion is needed for the discussion of withdrawing the lodged submission and replacing it with 
a new submission that will be more accurately reflect the beneficial impacts to a large portion Walgett 
Shire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


