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Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, 
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1. Meeting Opened 

2. Acknowledgement of Country 

Acknowledgement of Country 
Walgett Shire Council acknowledges the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and 
would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now reside 
within this Shire. The Council also extends our respects to our neighbouring nations. 
 
Declaration of Webcasting 
I inform all those in attendance at this meeting, that the meeting is being webcast and that those in 
attendance should refrain from making any defamatory statements concerning any person, 
Councillor or employee, and refrain from discussing those matters subject to Closed Council 
proceedings as indicated in clause 14.1 of the code of meeting practice.  It is requested that 
Councillors within the duration of the Meeting, limit discussions to only the business on the agenda 
and what is permissible under our Code of Meeting Practice.  As stated in the Governance Rules, 
other than an official Council recording, no video or audio recording of proceedings of Council 
Meetings will be permitted without specific approval by resolution of the relevant Council Meeting. 

3. Introduction of Members Present 
Our Councillors 
Mayor Jasen Ramien -    Collarenebri 
Deputy Mayor Colin Hundy    Lightning Ridge 
Councillor Greg Rummery      Walgett 
Councillor Jane Keir     Come-by-Chance 
Councillor Michael Cooke    Lightning Ridge 
Councillor Ian Woodcock    Lightning Ridge 
Councillor Sue Currey    Carinda 
Councillor Alf Seaton     Lightning Ridge 
Councillor Daniel Walford    Walgett 
 
Senior Staff 
General Manager     Megan Dixon 
Director Engineering & Technical Services Kazi Mahmud 
Director Corporate Services   Hafiz Malik 
Director Environmental Services  Kimley Talbert 
 

4. Apologies 

5. Declaration of Interest 
Ethical Decision Making and Conflicts of Interest 
A guiding checklist for Councillors, officers and community committees 

Oath or Affirmation of Office 
Councillors are reminded of the Oath or Affirmation taken of office, made under section 233A of the 
Local Government Act 1993 when elected. 
 
Ethical decision making 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 
• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 
• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 
• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 
• Do you stand to gain personally at public expense? 
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• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 
• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

 
Conflict of interest 
A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty. The test for conflict of interest: 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 
• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 
• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of ‘corruption’ – using public 

office for private gain. 
• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest. 

 
There are two types of conflict: 

• Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act 1993 and Office of Local 
Government. A person with a pecuniary interest should at least disclose and not vote, but 
it would also in these cases be appropriate to leave the chamber. 

• Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct and policy. ICAC, Ombudsman, Office 
of Local Government (advice only). If declaring a Non-Pecuniary Conflict of Interest, a 
person with a non-pecuniary interest can choose to either disclose and vote, disclose and 
not vote or leave the Chamber. 

• Local Government Act 1993 and Model Code of Conduct 
For more detailed definitions refer to the Local Government Act 1993, Chapter 14 Honesty and 
Disclosure of Interest and adopted Code of Conduct. 
 
Identifying problems 
1st Do I have private interests affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 2nd Is my official role 
one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 3rd Do my private interests conflict with my 
official role? 
 
Disclosure of pecuniary interests / non-pecuniary interests 
Under the provisions of Section 440AAA(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 (pecuniary interests) 
and the Model Code of Conduct it is necessary for you to disclose the nature of the interest when 
making a disclosure of a pecuniary interest or a non-pecuniary conflict of interest at a meeting. 

A Declaration form should be completed and handed to the General Manager as soon as 
practicable once the interest is identified. Declarations are made at Item 4 of the Agenda: 
Declarations of Interest - Pecuniary, Non-Pecuniary and Political Donation Disclosures, and prior to 
each Item being discussed. 

Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest. 
 
Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/Non-

Pecuniary 
Reason 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 
6. Public Forum 
The Council may hold a public forum prior to each Ordinary Meeting of the Council for the purpose 
of hearing oral submissions from members of the public on items of business to be considered at 
the meeting (listed on the Agenda). 
Public forums may also be held prior to Extraordinary Council Meetings and meetings of committees 
of the Council. Public forums are to be chaired by the mayor or their nominee. 
The General Manager or their delegate may refuse to allow such material to be presented. 
A person may apply to speak on no more than 2 items of business on the agenda of the Council 
Meeting. 
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The General Manager or their delegate may refuse an application to speak at a public forum. 
No more than three (3) speakers are to be permitted to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ each item of business 
on the agenda for the Council Meeting. If more than the permitted number of speakers apply to speak 
‘for’ or ‘against’ any item of business, the General Manager or their delegate may, in consultation 
with the mayor or the mayor’s nominated chairperson, increase the number of speakers permitted 
to speak on an item of business, where they are satisfied that it is necessary to do so to allow the 
council to hear a fuller range of views on the relevant item of business. 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held xxx 
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7. Adoption and Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

7.1 Minutes of Council Meeting 12th December 2023 
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7.2 Minutes of Extraordinary Council Meeting 6th February 2024 
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7.3 Minutes of Extraordinary Council Meeting 19th February 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

8. Mayoral Minutes 

The Mayor is able to table a Mayoral minute at the meeting if required. 
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9. Mayoral Monthly Report 
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10. Reports of Committee/Delegates 
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11. Correspondence and Petitions 
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12. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS 
12.1 GENERAL MANAGER 

12.1.1 MATTERS IN PROGRESS 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          General Manager & Directors 
FILE NUMBER:                      12/14-03 
PURPOSE:     For Noting 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Matters in Progress up until January 2024 be received and noted. 
 
 
Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered at the 
previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Matters in Progress previously titled the Resolution Register which summaries 
outstanding action in respect of all resolutions which required action and are still outstanding.  The 
exception is for the last meeting where items that have been completed are included.  Councillors are 
reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register has grown in 
size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always possible to resolve issues 
quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or Council’s own in-house resources are 
stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters awaiting 
attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to the 
meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor issues more expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Matters in Progress/ Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practicably be 
achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council  
 
Conclusion: 
That the Matters in Progress be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised with the 
General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
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12.1.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant 
FILE NUMBER:                      12/14-03 
PURPOSE:     For Information 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the information contained in the following Department circular 23-15 through to 23-02 
from the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet, be received and 
noted. 
 
 

Summary 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and Cabinet 
are attached for Councillors information.  Circulars are emailed to Councillors when published from 
LGNSW. 
 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention of 
Councillors: 
 
23-15 Regulation amendments prescribing requirements for audit risk and improvement committees, 
internal audit and risk management 
23-16 Regulation amendments to protect the employment of waste workers 
23-17 Update on councils’ obligations under the Modern Slavery Act 2018 (NSW) 
24-01 Constitutional referendums and council polls 
24-02 Minor Works contract form for infrastructure delivery for councils 
 
Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications.  Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will 
be raised in following reports. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 
Attachments: 
Circulars 
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12.1.3 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETING AND EVENTS 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  General Manager 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Executive Assistant 
FILE NUMBER:                       
PURPOSE:     For Information 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events 
 
  

Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors to make notes of to avoid  
any clashes of commitments. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
This report enables councillors and senior management personnel to organise their tasks and 
distribute their workload effectively in light of upcoming commitments. It serves to prevent instances 
where councillors may inadvertently miss meetings or remain unaware of their scheduling. 
Additionally, external organisations have been asked to directly forward meeting notices and minutes 
to the council's representatives. Upon receiving notifications, meeting dates will be included in the 
strategic tasks, events, and meetings calendar, with the respective representative(s) clearly 
identified. 
 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors  
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming community  
or Councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Not applicable. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable. 
 
Conclusion: 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and not the information. 
 
Attachments: 
Upcoming meetings and events schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

IMPORTANT DATES – Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherisse Fenson 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT  
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE   MEETING/FUNCTION   LOCATION   NOTES   

27 February 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

26 March 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

4 April 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

23 April 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

6 June 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

28 May 2024   Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

25 June 2024   Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

23 July 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

1 August 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

27 August 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

24 September 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

3 October 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

22 October 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

26 November 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

6 December 2024  Local Area Traffic 
Committee  

Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Elected Members   

17 December 2024  Council Meeting  Walgett Chambers  Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  
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12.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

12.2.1 CASH AND INVESTMENT AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 2023 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Corporate Services  
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Finance Manager 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Noting 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Investment report be received and noted. 
 
 
Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period ending 
31st December 2023. 

 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of on-call bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing term deposits.  
The portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise risk.  Council's 
investment portfolio does not have a secondary market available for the trading of investments and is not 
subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments and other available products that meet 
Council policy guidelines.  A comparison of Council’s investment portfolio results is also made monthly 
to that of other NSW Councils and Walgett Shire’s results from the portfolio continue to better than 
average. 
 
The investments are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and Policies listed in this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at month end held a total of $42,257,772 in on-call bank accounts and interest-bearing 
term deposits with financial institutions in Australia.  The investments are compliant with the Local 
Government Act (NSW), the associated Regulations and Ministerial Order and Council’s 
Investment Policy. 
Council’s detailed investment portfolio and compliance information is shown in Attachment 1 to this 
report.  This information is represented graphically as well as digitally and shows Council’s 
compliance to the investment policy for all key performance indicators in the policy. 
Council’s investment portfolio continues to perform well in comparison with other LGAs in NSW 
being one of the best performing councils in the state. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in October 2023) 
 

Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
Financial Institutions 
 
Conclusion: 
As at 31st December 2023 Walgett Shire Council’s total cash and invested funds totalled $42,257,772 
decreasing the portfolio by $1,427,865 from the previous month of $43,685,637 
 
Attachment: Attachment 1 Walgett Shire Council’s Portfolio reports from Arlo Advisory (previously known 
as Imperium Markets). 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 2016.  

2. I hereby certify that Council’s Cash Book and General Ledger have been reconciled to the bank 
statement as at the end of month. 

Hafiz Malik 
Director Corporate and Community Services 
 

Peter Gumbleton 
FINANCE MANAGER 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.2.2 CASH AND INVESTMENT AS AT 31ST JANURARY 2024 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Corporate Services  
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Finance Manager 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Noting 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Investment report be received and noted. 
 
 

Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period ending 
31st January 2024. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of on-call bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing term 
deposits.  The portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise risk.  
Council's investment portfolio does not have a secondary market available for the trading of 
investments and is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments and other available products that 
meet Council policy guidelines.  A comparison of Council’s investment portfolio results is also made 
monthly to that of other NSW Councils and Walgett Shire’s results from the portfolio continue to 
better than average. 
 
The investments are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and Policies listed in this 
report. 
 
Current Position: 
Council at month end held a total of $41,167,623 in on-call bank accounts and interest-bearing term 
deposits with financial institutions in Australia.  The investments are compliant with the Local 
Government Act (NSW), the associated Regulations and Ministerial Order and Council’s Investment 
Policy. 
Council’s detailed investment portfolio and compliance information is shown in Attachment 1 to this 
report.  This information is represented graphically as well as digitally and shows Council’s 
compliance to the investment policy for all key performance indicators in the policy. 
Council’s investment portfolio continues to perform well in comparison with other LGAs in NSW being 
one of the best performing councils in the state. 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in October 2023) 
 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
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Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
Financial Institutions 
 
Conclusion: 
As at 31st January 2024 Walgett Shire Council’s total cash and invested funds totalled $41,167,623 
decreasing the portfolio by $1,090,149 from the previous month of $42,257,772 
 
Attachment: Attachment 1 Walgett Shire Council’s Portfolio reports from Arlo Advisory (previously 
known as Imperium Markets). 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance with 
Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 2016.  
I hereby certify that Council’s Cash Book and General Ledger have been reconciled to the bank 
statement as at the end of month. 
Hafiz Malik 
Director Corporate Services 
 
Hafiz Malik 
Director Corporate Services 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.2.3 OUTSTANDING RATES AND CHARGES AS AT 31 JANUARY 2024 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Corporate Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Acting Rates Clerk 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Noting 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The 31 January 2024 outstanding rates report be received and noted. 
 
 
Summary 
Council’s debt recovery policy is aimed at having outstanding rates and annual charges debts recovered 
in a timely manner to support Council in its objectives by providing sufficient funding to enable the 
continued provision of services to the local government area. The aim of this process is to achieve a 
recovery of rates and annual charges levied in any given financial year of greater than 90%. 
 
Background 
Council is obliged to report on several Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) as part of its statutory reporting 
requirements. One of these KPIs is the outstanding percentage of Rates, Annual Charges & Extra 
Charges. The purpose of this KPI is ‘to assess the impact of uncollected rates and annual charges on 
Council’s liquidity and the adequacy of recovery efforts.’  
 
Walgett Shire Council is classified as a Regional and Rural Council and the benchmark used for these 
councils in the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting is less than 10% 
outstanding for Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra Charges as at the end of the financial year. 
 
Current Position 
Collection of the current year’s levy and arrears as at 31 January 2024 was 57.97% which is 4.14% better 
than the previous year’s collection of 53.83%.  The improvement in collections can be attributed to 
Council’s successful Sale of Land for unpaid rates during September 2023 together with the 3rd rate 
instalment monies due 29th February now being received. The rates collections figures will continue to 
improve as proceeds of the S713 Sale are distributed and finalised over the ensuing months.  There is 
also expected to be concentrated debt recovery efforts after the S713 Sale process is completed from 
April 2024.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Outstanding Rates Report. 
Councils Debt Recovery Policy. 
 
Governance issues 
Council attempts to achieve the benchmark collection rate set by the Office of Local Government (OLG) 
for rural councils The OLG’s benchmark is 5% for city and coastal councils and less than 10% arrears for 
rural and regional councils. 
 
Environmental issues 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders 
Walgett Shire Council Community 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by external bodies 
such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review Panel. Efforts to improve and 
lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges strengthen Walgett Shire Council’s long term financial 
position.  
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Alternative Solutions/Options 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
 
Conclusion 
The report recommends that Council note the outstanding rates and annual charges percentage. 
 
Attachments 
Monthly Report - Outstanding Rates Report 
 

 
Michael Stenmark 
ACTING RATES CLERK 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.2.4 SECTION 356 - REBATES TO CHURCHES & OTHER NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Corporate Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Acting Rates Clerk 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Decision 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That a budget adjustment of $880 decreasing the 2023-24 budget from $23,973 to 

$23,093 be approved.  
 
2. That the applications for a donation received/due to be received from eligible 

churches and not-for-profit organisations as per the attached list are approved and 
the rebates on annual service charges as detailed therein be granted for 2023/24 

 
Summary 
This report provides details of eligible organisations that have made (or have been invited to make) 
application to Council for a rebate on their 2023/24 water access, sewer access and waste 
management charges. The rebate does not extend to water usage charges. The report 
recommends that the rebates to the eligible organisations be granted in accordance with Council’s 
Donations to Churches and Other Not for Profit Organisations – Section 356 of the Local 
Government Act Policy. 
 
Background 
For several years Council has granted rebates on annual service charges applied to rate 
assessments for a number of Churches and Not for Profit (NFP) Organisations.  
 
It should be noted that the listed organisations are already exempt from the payment of ordinary 
(general) rates under the provisions of Chapter 15, Part 6, Sections 555 & 556 of the LGA, 1993 
and therefore are receiving a benefit.   
 
Council adopted the Donations to Churches and Other Not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of 
the LGA Policy on 23rd April 2013. 
 
It is important to note that any organisation that meets the definition of a NFP Organisation may 
apply for this rebate concession at any time under the policy therefore the potential number and 
amount of rebate concessions is “uncapped”.  
 
Each year there is a specific provision made within Council’s Budget for rebates to eligible 
organisations that have applied for a donation in accordance with Council’s policy. 
 
Current Position 
To date Council has received/due to receive twenty-two (22) applications from applicable 
organisations for rebates to their water access, sewer access and waste service charges 
amounting to $23,092.85. Applications received to date have been assessed against the policy 
criteria and are eligible to be granted rebates on their charges. The 2023/24 budget provision 
provides an amount of $23,973.00 for rebate applications, with the attached list detailing the 
organisations that have applied for a rebate under Council’s policy and the amount applicable to 
each. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Chapter 12, Part 1, Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 
Chapter 15, Part 6, Sections 555 & 556 of the Local Government Act 1993 
Council Policy - Donations to Churches and Other Not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of the 
LGA. 
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Governance issues 
Council must comply with the provisions of section 356 of the LGA 1993 with a decision to grant a 
rebate in these cases needing to be by way of Council resolution. 
 
Environmental issues 
Not Applicable 
 
Stakeholders 
Not for Profit Organisations within Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications 
Applications received to date have been evaluated against the policy criteria and are eligible for a 
rebate in accordance with Council’s policy. The total of the rebates across water, sewer, and waste 
management is $23,092.85 against the 2023/24 budget of $23,973.00 for the year.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options 
That the applications be refused or granted at a lower level of rebate however this is not able to be 
supported (given that a policy has been adopted) unless the policy itself is cancelled or suitably 
amended. 
 
Conclusion 
It is recommended that Council provide rebates to the organisations on the attached list consistent 
with criteria outlined within its Donations to Churches and Other NFP Organisations – Section 356 
of the LGA Policy. 
 
Attachments:  
Section 356 Donations – 2023/24 Rating Year 
 

 
Michael Stenmark 
ACTING RATES CLERK 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.2.5 MACQUARIE BANK CASH MANAGEMENT ACCOUNT AS OF 31ST JANUARY 2024 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Corporate Services  
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Corporate Services  
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Decision 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council resolves to remove of old signatories, add appointment of new signatories, approve 
new signatories’ roles and approve signing instructions for the management of Macquarie Bank 
Cash Management Account 968481408 and Macquarie Bank Cash Management Accelerator 
Account 940356066: and approve of signing instructions being any 2 signatories to authorize 
transfers and payments on both Macquarie Bank Cash Management Accounts. 
 
Removal of Old Signatories  Signatory Role 
1. Michael Urquhart  General Manager 
2. Anthony Hughes  Director of Corporate Services 
3. Raju Ranij   Director of Engineering/Technical Services 
 
Additional Signatories  Signatory Role 
1. Megan Dixon   General Manager 
2. Hafiz Malik   Director of Corporate Services 
3. Kazi Mahmud   Director of Engineering/Technical Services 
 
 
Summary: 
This report identifies the need and requirements for removal of old signatories, add appointment of 
new signatories, approve new signatories roles and approve signing instructions to existing Walgett 
Shire Council – 2 X Macquarie Bank on-call Cash Management Accounts to authorize the 
management of these accounts. 
 
Background: 
Due of the high staff turnover at the Walgett Shire Council, there is currently only one existing 
signatory on both Macquarie Bank Cash Management Accounts, namely the Macquarie CMA 
Account and the Macquarie Accelerator Account. In order to add further signatories and remove 
signatories, the Macquarie Bank requires 2 existing signatories to authorize the management of the 
accounts, of which the Council does not currently have.  

Current Position: 
Council does not have 2 signatories on the 2 Macquarie Bank Cash Management Accounts. The 
Macquarie Bank will require a Council meeting minute resolution to add new signatories and remove 
signatories for both accounts. 

Please see below information on Council’s 2 Macquarie Cash Management Accounts.  Furthermore, 
due to a single existing signatory on both accounts, it is in the Council’s interest to assign a further 
number of signatures and remove signatories, approve signatory roles and approve signing 
instructions with any 2 signatories to authorise transfers and make payments, as outlined below. 

Macquarie Bank Cash Management Account 
Account number   968481408 
Balance as at 31/01/2024 $1,035,910.18 
 
 
Macquarie Bank Cash Management Accelerator Account 
Account number  940356066 
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Balance as at 31/01/2024 $1,639,657.13 
 
Removal of Old Signatories  Signatory Roles 
Michael Urquhart   General Manager 
Anthony Hughes   Director of Corporate Services 
Raju Ranij    Director of Engineering/Technical Services 
 
Additional Signatories   Signatory Roles 
Megan Dixon    General Manager 
Hafiz Malik    Director of Corporate Services 
Kazi Mahmud    Director of Engineering/Technical Services 
 
Signing Instructions for both Macquarie Bank Cash Management accounts, as above. 

Any 2 to authorise transfer and make payments. 

The investments are compliant with the Local Government Act (NSW), the associated Regulations 
and Ministerial Order and Council’s Investment Policy.  

Attachment 1 displays the existing 2 Macquarie Bank Cash Management Accounts statements 
needing additional signatories to authorise the management of these accounts. This information is 
represented graphically as well as digitally and shows Council’s compliance to the investment policy 
for all key performance indicators in the policy. 

As at 31st January 2024, these 2 Macquarie Bank Cash Management Accounts held a total of 
$2,675,567.31 with financial institutions in Australia. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in October 2023) 

Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
Financial Institutions 
 
Conclusion: Due to a single existing signatory on both Macquarie Bank Cash Management 
Accounts, it is in the council’s interest to assign further number of signatures and remove old 
signatories, approve signatory roles and approve signing instructions. 

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 
2016.  

2. I hereby certify that Council’s Cash Book and General Ledger have been reconciled to the 
bank statement as at the end of month. 
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Hafiz Malik 
Director CorporateServices 
 
Attachment: Attachment 1 - 2 Macquarie Bank Cash Management statements. 
 
 
Hafiz Malik 
DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.2.6 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT – DECEMBER 2023 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Corporate Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Corporate Services 
FILE NUMBER:                       
PURPOSE:     For Decision 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council adopt the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement for 31st December 2023 
as tabled.  
 
 
Summary: 
The Director of Corporate Services is reporting to Council on the status of the December 2023 
Quarterly Budget Review (QBR) Statement. The report outlines the second quarter operations 
against the adopted 2023/2024 budget estimates, with income and expenditure variations made 
because of actual differences or known trends.  
 
Background:  
The Quarterly Budget Review document is a statutory requirement under the Local Government 
(General) Regulations 2005, Part 9, Division 3, Section 203 and is an essential aspect of Council's 
financial management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted to Council not later than 
two months after the end of each quarter.  
 
Current Position:  
The current position is detailed in the attached Quarter 2 (period ending 31st December 2023) 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement report.  
Generally, the majority of income and expenditure estimates for 2023/2024 are on track, however 
there are some major variations brought to account in the attached report because of current 
expenditure trends, new grant projects, rollover projects from 2022/2023 or the availability of known 
actual figures.  
 
Council’s General Fund operations after capital expenditure has recorded a quarterly cash deficit of 
$90,289 which brings the forecast end of year result to a cash deficit of $673,490. The major 
variations for the December 2023 quarter are attached along with the budget review.  
 
Waste Services has recorded a number of variations to recurrent income and expenditure items. 
The December 2023 quarter adjustments have resulted in a net surplus of $12,299 after adjusting 
proposed changes with operational reserve as per attached report.  
 
Water funds - The consolidated water fund has recorded a surplus of $129,903. Major variations 
include movements in interest received from investments offsetting by increase in projected transfer 
to reserves. 
Sewer Services - The December 2023 quarter adjustments have resulted budget movements in 
interest received from investments offsetting by increase in projected transfer to reserves by 
$221,583.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Local Government Act 1993  
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021  
 
Governance issues:  
The Quarterly Budget Review Statement is a key document for Council in monitoring the progress 
of the Annual Budget and more broadly its achievement of the objectives within the Community 
Strategic Plan.  
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Financial Implications:  
The Quarterly Budget Review details Council’s current financial projections for the 2023/2024 fiscal 
year as at the quarter ending 31st December 2023.  
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Not Applicable  
 
Conclusion:  
The QBRS as at 31st December 2023 provides council with information relating to the status of the 
budget after three (6) months of operation. The movement of rollover grants and their related 
expenditure and the ongoing capital works this financial year has impacted upon the result, with a 
revised projected year end general fund cash deficit of $673,490.  
Quarterly Budget Review Statement – December 2023  
 
Attachment:  
December 2023 Quarterly Budget Review Statement  
(Refer Attachment Document B) 
 
 
Hafiz Malik 
DIRECTOR COPERATE SERVICES 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

12.3 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING / TECHNICAL SERVICES  

12.3.1 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE GRADING REPORT AS AT 31ST JANUARY 2024 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director of Engineering and Technical Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Manager Infrastructure (Roads) 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Noting 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly maintenance grading works report for January 
2024 
 
Summary: 
This report provides the Council with the status of the road maintenance programme on  
Shire Roads for the period ending 31 January 2024. 
 
Background: 
The maintenance budget was prepared based on the available funding to maintain the Unsealed 
Local and Regional Roads to provide an acceptable level of service. This budget is used to 
maintain the roads as per demand and the road best practice manual. 
Details of maintenance grading and flood work locations are detailed in the attached report. 
 
Significant rain events over the last three months have required additional grading work. Council is 
seeking additional funding to cover this extra work. 
 
Current Status: 
Council have spent $445,744 which is 67.7% of the Annual Budget  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council’s approved 2023/2024 Shire Roads Maintenance Grading Works schedule 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourists 
 
Financial Implications: 
As of 31st January, actual spend is $445,744 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the approved 
budget. 
 
Attachments:  
Maintenance grading locations report. 
 
Tim McLoughlin 
MANAGER URBAN (ROADS)  
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.3.2 REPORT TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON MAJOR PROJECTS AS AT 31ST JANUARY 2024 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director of Engineering and Technical Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Manager Infrastructure (Roads) 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Noting 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly major projects report for January 2024. 
 
 
Summary: 
This report provides the Council with the current status of major projects within the shire as at the 
31st January 2024. 
 
Background and status: 
The shire currently has several major projects in progress being: 

• Goangra Bridge – Bridge is complete. The seal will be installed by 18th March 2024 the next 
sealing program. 

• Come by Chance Road Reconstruction and seal – Contractor hauled gravel during 
January. The council expect construction to recommence in the third week of February 
working from the western end of the project. Variations to the work scope are being 
considered including modifications to the drainage and pavement specifications. Scheduled 
completion August 2024 – Council is in discussion with funding providers for a revised scope 
that will enable delivery of the project within the approved grant funds. Additional funding 
from the HSVPP funding stream is not available. 

• Burranbaa Road Reconstruction and reseal – Seal has been completed. Wet weather has 
hampered progress. Signs, line marking yet to be done. 

• Lorne Road Reconstruction and reseal – Lorne Road has been open to traffic. Due to 
existence of significant mining cavities in Fred Reece Way and the northern end of Lorne 
Road, Traffic Committee, sighting hazard to heavy traffic, in February 17, 2024 meeting 
recommended that that the road be closed at Kangaroo Hill until the cavity issue is fully 
addressed. Council has an alternative route to the airport and are preparing a budget for the 
installation and maintenance of a bypass to the airport. The remaining works on Lorne Road 
(being Line marking and some road furniture) will be completed by the end of March 2024.  

• Cryon Road – Project is in Preliminary Phase - Geometric Design is complete. Community 
Consultation took place and comments and suggestions were considered in the design. 
Geotechnical design is complete. Contract documents are in preparation. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Project Funding Deeds 
Project contracts 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Funding bodies 
Contractors 
 
Financial Implications: 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 

Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the approved 
budget. 
 
Attachments:  
Major Project Report. 
 
 
Tim McLoughlin 
MANAGER URBAN (ROADS)  
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.3.3 REPORT TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON TECHNICAL SERVICES PROGRESS AS AT 31ST 
JANUARY 2024 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director of Engineering and Technical Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Manager Infrastructure (Roads) 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Noting 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly works progress report for 
January 2024. 
 
 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council with regards to the Engineering Services progress 
works up to 31st January 2024 
 
Background: 
The revised budget of the Engineering and Technical Services Department for Capital & 
Maintenance Works, Quarry Management, Fleet Management, Water & Sewerage works, Parks & 
Garden and Engineering Administration for 2023/2024 is $55,575,578 
 
The breakdown of the budget is as follows: 
 

Items Revised Budget Expenditure up 31st 
January 2024 % 

Engineering Technical 
Services including RMCC 
Works 

 
$45,264,111  

$26,664,690 58.9% 

Water – Maintenance $3,484,869 $962,590 27.6% 
Water – Capital $1,052,665 $324,975 30.9% 
Sewer – Maintenance $1,083,161 $313,704 29.0% 
Sewer – Capital $400,000 $0 0.0% 
Total $51,284,806 $28,265,959 55.1% 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2023/24 Operational Plan and Budget 
 
Governance Issues 
Due Processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering 
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Shire Residents and Rate Payers  
 
Financial Implications: 
As of 31st January 2024, $28,265,959 expended. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
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Nil 
  
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
 
Attachments:  
Nil 

 
Tim McLoughlin 
MANAGER URBAN (ROADS)  
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.3.4 REPORT TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL WATER FUND AND 
FUTURE PROJECTS 
 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director of Engineering and Technical Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director of Engineering and Technical Services 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Noting 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That this report be accepted and noted. 
 
 
 
Summary: 
A discussion session was held with Walgett Shire Council Councillors to inform about the status of 
water fund and upcoming future projects. This report attempts to provide and insight of Council’s 
water fund status and future that the council must undertake in short term, to be able to operate 
water business in a viable and compliant manner. This report also recommends funding option for 
the future projects. 
 
Background: 
In accordance with the directives set forth by the State Authority, the local water utilities business 
model within the Walgett Shire Council operates as an independent entity, distinct from other Council 
functions. This model, exempt from rate pegging regulations, underscores the necessity to adhere 
to Best Practice Management Principles outlined by the state authority. As a self-funded entity, the 
water utilities business is mandated to cover operational, maintenance, and asset replacement costs. 
Notably, co-contribution funding, potentially up to 75%, is accessible for eligible upgrade and capital 
projects, subject to approval by the state authority. The fundamental principle dictates that 75% of 
operating income should originate from the sale of water (usage charge), with the remaining 25% 
derived from availability charges (access charge). 
 
A comprehensive financial overview reveals the un-audited cash reserves balance as of 30th June 
2023 across various townships within the Walgett Shire Council. While Walgett and Lightning Ridge 
exhibit favourable cash reserves, Collarenebri and Villages face deficits. The revenue streams of the 
water business encompass usage charges (calculated per kilolitre consumption), access charges 
(dependent on connection type and location), and grants or subsidies. 
 
Table 1.1 Walgett Shire Council Water Business Financial Position 
 
Un-audited cash reserves balance as of 30th June 2023 

Walgett $4,491,474 
Lightning Ridge $3,871,460 
Collarenebri -$2,989,644 
Villages  -$1,293,381 
Total for Business $4,079,909 
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Table 1.2 Water Business Income from Usage and access charge for FY 2023 
 

 
 
Usage Charges 2023/24 Financial Year 

Portable and Non-Portable Water – Walgett and Collarenebri 
 

$ 
Filtered Usage Charge Per Kl up to 600Kl 1.17 
Filtered Usage Charge Per Kl over 600 Kl 1.78 
Raw Usage Charge Per Kl up to 600Kl 0.40 
Raw Usage Charge Per Kl over 600 Kl 0.58 
Bore Water Lightning Ridge, Carinda and Rowena 

  

Usage Charge  Per Kl up to 600Kl 0.40 
Usage Charge Per Kl over 600 Kl 0.58 
The reason Lightning Ridge and Villages pay the same rate as untreated water for Walgett and Collarenebri 
is that there is no treatment plant involved  

 
Connection Type Access Charge - $ 
Water Access 20mm  Filtered Walgett 631 
Water Access 20mm Walgett - Raw 631 
Water Access 20mm Filtered Colly 631 
Water Access 20mm Raw Colly 631 
Water Access 20 mm - Lightning Ridge, Carinda and Rowena 455 
Lightning Ridge and Villages access charge is less due to absence of treatment plant/process 

 
Future projects within the water business, slated for implementation across different townships, 
underscore the council's commitment to infrastructure enhancement and service provision. 
Noteworthy initiatives include the installation of cooling towers and chlorination systems, bore 
pipeline replacements, and the introduction of high-level reservoirs and pumps. These endeavours, 
guided by the imperative of improving water supply reliability and quality, necessitate prudent 
financial planning and strategic resource allocation. 
 
Table 2.1 - List of Identified Future Projects Related to Water Business 
 
 
Year 

Town Project Estimated 
cost 

Comments 

2024/25 Lightning 
Ridge 

Cooling tower and 
chlorination 

$2.1M In Progress - Part grant funded 

2024/25 All IWCM $500,000 In Progress - Part grant funded  
2024/25 Lightning 

Ridge 
Bore pipeline $2.6M  Funding not available 

 Town 
 Assessment 

Count 
Total Usage 

Charges Access Charges Total
Walgett 817                   331,260.05$ 1,152,270.00$  1,483,530.05$  
Lightning Ridge 803                   115,935.36$ 372,377.00$     488,312.36$     
Collarenebri 263                   114,984.40$ 351,303.00$     466,287.40$     
Rowena 22                     2,363.36$      10,924.00$       13,287.36$       
Carinda 59                     4,047.04$      27,641.00$       31,688.04$       

1,964               568,590.21$ 1,914,515.00$ 2,483,105.21$ 
Percentage of income 23% 77% 100%

Water Usage and Access charges for 2023FY
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2024/25 
2025/26 

Rowena 
Walgett and 
Lightning 
Ridge 

New high-level 
reservoir and pumps 
Reservoir cleaning 
and painting 

$80,000 
$200,000 

 Contamination issue 
Reservoirs are due for cleaning and 
painting 

2024/25 Walgett Bore cleaning and 
pump servicing 

$100,000  Existing Pumps are failing 

2024/25 Walgett VSD’s at river pumps $100,000  There is no dedicated VSD for 
individual pumps for raw water 
pumps 

2024/25 All Stop valve 
replacement program 

$300,000 Urgent as Valves are leaking across 
the shire due to lack of maintenance 

2024/25 All Water main 
replacement program 

$500,000  Aged infrastructure 

2024/25 All Water meter 
replacement program 

$100,000  Aged meters 

2024/25 All Bore meters for 
NRAR compliance 

$150,000  Required urgently – All bores require 
meters – Approx 10 meters. Council 
received extension 

2024/25 All Telemetry / SCADA 
upgrade  

$500,000  Obsolete telemetry system 
replacement 

2025/26 Collarenebri Generators $250,000  Power supply redundancy -  Water 
Treatment  

2025/26 All Smart meters $500,000  Required to replace inaccessible 
meters of approximately – 400 
Meters 

2025/26 All W&S Strategic 
Business Plan  

$100,000  The water business has been 
operating without a business plan 
and pricing model 

 2025/26  Collarenebri  Solar Power 
supplement and 
Sludge Management 

$350,000  The membrane plant consumes 
significant amount of power. $100k 
for solar and $350k for sludge 
management 

Total    8.43M  

 
Despite the council's endeavors, the Lightning Ridge Water Business confronts several challenges. 
The customers pay untreated water supply rates, free water is accessed via stand pipes by anyone 
and accounts for approximately 40% of water production, The Miners’association receives free water 
are to name a few. Operational surpluses are undermined by increased operating expenses 
associated with treatment process upgrades. Moreover, the replacement of Bore 1 Pipeline, 
estimated at $2.6 million, poses financial constraints. As this Council report deliberates on financing 
options and rate adjustments, ensuring sustainable water supply infrastructure remains paramount 
to meet the evolving needs of the community. 
 
The considerations are outlined below: 

1. Council seeks to borrow funds from NSW Treasury Corp. 
2. The council prepare for servicing the loan for its life and improve the borrowing capacity. 
3. A full review of water rates and the introduction of new rates for water supply. 
4. For Lightning Ridge, with the upgrade of the treatment process, the water supply rates will 

need to be increased to match with Walgett and Collarenebri treated water rates. 
5. To provide ongoing water supply via standpipe and to the miners’ association, an annual 

charge in the rates notice for “unreticulated water availability” needs consideration. 
Alternatively, a charging system (Tap and go or similar) will need to be introduced at 
unconnected water outlets. 

6. Council continues to pursue the water minister for a grant funding to enable construction of 
Lightning Ridge Bore 1 pipeline. 
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Conclusions: 
In conclusion, the report underscores the urgency for strategic action in addressing financial deficits 
and essential water infrastructure projects in the Walgett Shire Council. To ensure long-term viability, 
the council is advised to prioritize seeking grant funding, followed by low-interest loans and potential 
water reserve allocation. The primary recommendation involves canvassing the minister for funding 
related to the Lightning Ridge Bore No 1 pipeline replacement project. Additionally, the report 
emphasizes the importance of a comprehensive rates review to align water supply rates, particularly 
in Lightning Ridge, with Walgett and Collarenebri. The council's prompt consideration and 
implementation of these recommendations are crucial for sustaining reliable water services and 
meeting the community's evolving needs. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Analytical Sampling Results for Lightning Ridge Water Supply 
Council Report on Lightning Ridge Bore Line 5 July 2023 
Australian Drinking Water Guideline (ADWG) 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourists 
Department of Planning, Industry, and Environment (DPIE)  
 
Financial Implications: 
A budget of $8.43M for future short-term projects 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Report to provide update on Walgett Shire Council Water Fund and future projects 2024 
 
Attachments:  
Power Point Presentation on Lightning Pipeline and Water Business Review conducted on 
06/02/2024. 
 
 
Kazi Mahmud 
DIRECTOR OF ENGINNERING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

 

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

12.3.5 REPORT TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON MINING CAVITIES IN FRED REECE WAY AND LORNE 
ROAD 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director of Engineering and Technical Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Manager Infrastructure (Roads) 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Decision  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council approves; 
 

1. Closure of Fred Reece Way and Lorne Road to all traffic weighing above 2 tonnes. 
 

2. The installation of concrete chicanes to calm traffic in the area to exclude heavy 
vehicles completely. 

 
3. Redirection of access to the airport for fuel trucks and garbage service vehicles via 

Stony Creek Road and the gravel road adjacent to the airport. 
 

4. Upgrade of three intersections to accommodate articulated vehicles on the proposed 
alternative route. 

 
5. Making representation to the Mines Department and Crown Lands Department 

emphasizing responsibility requirement to address this historic issue and seek 
financial support for rectification works. 

 
Summary: 
This report is to inform the Council of the current status of Fred Reece Way and Lorne Road, The 
recommendation made by the Traffic Committee on 07 February 2024 and the status of the Mining 
Cavities under Fred Reece Way and Lorne Road. 
 
Background: 
Requests were made to the Council by concerned citizens and councillors regarding significant 
cavities created by mining activities under Lorne Road and Fred Reece Way. The council 
commissioned a seismic survey and a ground-penetrating radar survey of the suspect area, which 
were not definitive. Subsequently, the council commissioned drilling, revealing two cavities under 
existing roads. The cavities were approximately 150m apart, with volumes of 150m³ and 350m³, 
spanning the intersection of Fred Reece Way and Lorne Road. The Mines Department has been 
approached by council staff and was requested that the Council obtain a report from a 
Geomechanical Engineer. The council has received a fee proposal from GHD to prepare an 
Engineering report. 
 
The cavities were formed by mining activities at the beginning of the last century approximately 
around 1910. 
 
The present observation is that the reconstruction of Lorne Road has led to an increase in traffic 
flow, heavy vehicles in particular. Traffic counters have been in place for the past three months, with 
data analysis expected to be completed by the end of February 2024. 
 
Recently, Walgett Shire Councillors raised the issue at the Local Area Traffic Committee. Information 
provided in the meeting, suggests that during the drilling process, an operator observed material 
coming off the dome of one cavity when heavy vehicles passed over the area. There are additional 
unverified reports of a bulldozer and a watercart falling into cavities elsewhere in the opal fields in 
the past. The Traffic Committee considered these reports and strongly recommended closing the 
area where the cavities exist until repairs can be done due to the risk it may pose to the travelling 
traffic. 
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The status of the road reserve is that Crown Lands is in the process of creating the road reserve for 
handover to the council. The originally proposed Road Reserve on Fred Reece Way has numerous 
mining leases intersecting the proposed road reserve to the extent that Crown Land is proposing to 
narrow the road reserve to exclude those leases. Lorne Road is yet to be gazetted. 
 
Current Position: 
Council officers have investigated the area and suggest the following factors to be considered prior 
to the complete closure of the road.  
 

• Airport Access - Ensuring continuous access to the airport is imperative. 
• Preserving local residents' access - It is crucial to uphold access for local residents.  
• Sustaining Airport Fuel Deliveries - the continuity of fuel deliveries to the airport must be 

guaranteed.  
• Preserving Garbage Removal Services for Residents - the uninterrupted provision of 

Garbage removal services to residents is essential.  
• Minimisation of dust generated on the alternative route to the airport – the recommended 

adjustment highlights the specific concern about minimizing dust generation on alternative 
access routes to the airport, which is a gravelled road. 

• Assessing Costs of Alternative Access Implementation - evaluate the costs associated with 
implementing and maintaining alternative access routes to the airport with particular 
emphasis on minimising dust generation and the suitability of the alternative to increased 
traffic volumes due to the narrowness of the route 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes held on 07 February 2024 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Lightning Ridge Residents 
Tourists 
Crown Lands Department 
Mines Department 
 
Financial Implications: 
To be determined 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
No alternative solutions suggested at this stage due to high risk of accident due to subsidence which 
will potentially increase Council’s liability. 
 
Conclusion: 
The circumstances require that the Council engage in community awareness and then modify the 
traffic flow such that, no heavy vehicles use the area of the cavities. Heavy vehicle access to the 
airport can be provided via Stoniey Creek Road and the track next to the airport. Adequate signage 
on the alternative route can be provided and three intersections can be upgraded to make this route 
suitable. Representations to the Mines Department and Crown Lands Department can be made to 
request resolving this issue as a priority. 
 
Attachments:  
Attached Map showing the Cavity location and alternative route options. 
 
Tim McLoughlin 
MANAGER URBAN (ROADS)  
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.3.6 REPORT TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON MINING CAVITIES IN FRED REECE WAY AND LORNE 
ROAD 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director of Engineering and Technical Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director of Engineering and Technical Services 
FILE NUMBER:                      09/1115 
PURPOSE:     For Decision  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That council resolves to decline the reimbursement payment requested by LRMA Ltd for the 
installation of three 22,000–litre water storage tanks. 
 
 
Summary: 
The report provides Council with information for a decision regarding the request from LRMA Ltd. to 
reimburse installation of three 22,000 Litres water storage tanks.  
 
Background: 
A request has been received from the Lightening Ridge Miners Association (LRMA) Ltd regarding the 
reimbursement of payment for the installation of three 22,000-litre water storage tanks. A letter dated 09 
January 2024 informed the Council of the installation of tanks and that invoices would be forwarded to 
the Council at a later date. The argument that was put forward within the letter was that the main bore 
line had several collapses leading to a lack of water supply and had a detrimental effect on mining 
operations. On 12 February 2024, LRMA Ltd forwarded the invoices to the council requesting 
reimbursement.  
 
It is noted that no consultation with the Council took place before the installation of water tanks. 
 
Walgett Shire Council has an agreement to supply water from Lightning Ridge bore baths up to 6 l/sec 
and if the flow is insufficient through the bore baths then this will be supplemented directly from the Llanillo 
artesian bore located at the baths. 
 
The LRMA and the Walgett Shire Council also have agreements with the two landholders (and their 
successors whose properties the pipeline passes through. In exchange for the easements for the pipeline 
registered with Crown Land, the Shire and the LRMA supply these landholders with stock water. 
 
As part of the agreement, the Council is supplying the LRMA with water directly from the original town 
bore for domestic purposes for use by the three Caretaker on the LRMA’s processing tanks with 100 mm 
outlet off the main bore line which was constructed at the cost of LRMA Ltd. 
 
It is noted that the LRMA’s members have been facing difficulty over the summer months due to 
insufficient water being delivered to the processing facility. 
 
Current Position: 
The collapse of the main bore line (bore no 1 pipeline) has occurred over a short period with any prior 
sign of damage. This has occurred due to the chemical degradation of pipes because of flood water 
intrusion within plastic wrap and highly reactive soil being present surrounding the pipe. Replacement of 
this pipe was not within Council’s infrastructure replacement schedule and was not budgeted for in 
Council’s Long Term Financial Plan. The Council’s water fund is not sufficient to undertake an immediate 
replacement of this pipe and carry on all other prioritised water infrastructure replacement works.  
 
Council, however, is actively pursuing the NSW Water Minister for emergency funding of the Bore No 1 
pipeline replacement as well as finding alternative financing options. 
 
The installed three 22,000-litre water tanks are not part of Council's water infrastructure and funding 
private infrastructure does not align with the Council’s policies and procedures. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Request letter and invoice 
 
Governance issues: 
Council’s charter: - Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which 
includes:  

• to exercise community leadership  
• to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions  
• to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community  
• to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights.  
 
Consistency: - It is good practice for the Council to be consistent with established policies when making 
decisions. In rare cases, there may be compelling reasons to do otherwise, especially where there are 
demonstrable public benefits. 
 
Environmental issues: 
None identified. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
LRMA   
 
Financial Implications: 
Should the council decide to reimburse the invoice, there will be a negative impact financially in the 
amount of $9,300 for which, no budget exists. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion  
The installed tanks are private infrastructure and current Council policies and Procedures does not allow 
for funding private infrastructure. 
 
Attachment:  
Letter from LRMA on 09/01/2024 
Invoice from LRMA on 12/02/2024 
 
 
Kazi Mahmud 
DIRECTOR OF ENGINNERING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.4 DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

12.4.1 STREET DINING EXTENSION OF HOURS 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Environmental Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:                      AA2022/58 
PURPOSE:     For Decision 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Endorse the extension of operation hours for Stones -Throw Café 
 
 
Summary:  
Application was received from the owner on 15th September 2023 for the extension of operating 
hours of “Stones Throw Cafe” from 6.30am to 10.00pm from Monday to Sunday at 58 Fox Street 
Walgett (Stones Throw Café” at 58 Fox Street Walgett for a trial period of three months, following 
the expiry of this period, should no issues transpire from operation, then the approval can be 
extended until expiry of the Local Activity Approval for street dining until 8 November 2027. The 
lease of the cafe has also contacted council to inform council that they have obtained a license from 
Liquor & gaming, so that they can sell alcoholic beverages from the premises. 
Council has previously approved the use of the street dining for the purpose of selling food and drink 
at a public place from 7.0am to 8.0pm daily. 
The owner now wishes to modify the existing approval to extend the operating hours for street dining 
time by 30 minutes     from 6.30am to 7.0am in the morning and two hours at night from 8.0pm to 
10.0pm. 
At council’s ordinary meeting held on 26 October 2023 Council approved the report. 
 
To date no issues have been detected or received from the public. 
 
Background: 
The last meeting at a meeting held on 26 October 2023 Walgett Shire Council resolved to accept on 
a trial period of three months, the street dining increase in hours of operation subject to if no issues 
have been established within that time period to permanently extend the trading hours with the street 
dining until the expiry date in 2027 of the Activity Approval.  
 
Current position: 
No known issues have arisen concerning any incident from Street Dining from the “Stones Throw 
Caf’e” at 58 Fox Street Walgett. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

• Local Government Act 1993 and Regulations 
• Walgett Local Environment Plan 2013 
• Walgett Shire Council Guidelines 
• Environment Planning & Assessment Act 1979 
• 2008 State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development) 

 
Governance issues: 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which 
includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 
principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
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Environmental issues: 
Amenity, and enforcement of, alcohol free zones is likely to reduce littering (especially glass alcohol 
containers). 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council, community, liquor licenses. 
 
Financial implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
Do nothing:  This option has not been recommended as: 
Doing nothing would not allow the community not to experience expanded operating hours.. 
The current arrangement appears to be supported by the community and Police. 
 
Conclusion: 
The expansion of street dining operation hours is one of several methods by which Council can 
maintain public amenity and as the trial period was successful the amended Activity Approval 
AA2022/52 shall now be extended until 8 November 2027.  
 
 
Kimley Talbert 
DIRECTOR ENVIROMENTAL SERVICES 
  
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

12.4.2 IMPENDING EXPIRY OF ALCOHOL FREE ZONES 
 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Environmental Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:                      AA2022/58 
PURPOSE:     For Decision 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the letter dated 17 February 2015 from the Superintendent of Castlereagh Local 

Area Command requesting that the existing Alcohol Free Zones at Walgett, Lightning 
Ridge and Collarenebri be maintained for a four year period. 

 
2. Undertake consultation regarding establishing alcohol free zones in Walgett, 

Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge for four years, over the same areas as the existing 
zones.  This will include publicising and circulating a proposal document, as well as 
inviting public submissions, via: 

 
 (a) Advertising within the Walgett Spectator and Lightning Ridge News. 
 
  (b) Advertising on the Walgett Shire Council web site. 
 
  (c) Circulation of the proposal document via mail to the officer in charge of the Walgett, 

Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri police stations. 
 
  (d) Circulation of the proposal document via mail to the NSW Anti-Discrimination 

Board. 
 
  (e) Circulation of the proposal document via mail to any known organisation 

representing an identifiable Aboriginal or ethnic group within the local area 
 
  (f) Circulation of the proposal document via mail to all liquor licensees within or 

adjoining the proposed alcohol free zones. 
3.      Upon consultation received, concerning the alcohol free zone reintroduction, a report 

shall be submitted to the council with respect to the community consultation 
advertising out-come. 

 
 
Summary: 
Alcohol free zones in the towns of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri that expired on 14 July 
2019.  This report recommends that Council resolve to undertake community consultation regarding 
the re-establishment of the zones. 
 
Background: 
The last meeting at a meeting held on 26 May 2015 Walgett Shire Council resolved to establish 
alcohol free zones over parts of the Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri urban areas for the 
maximum permitted term of four years.  Those zones did expire on 14 July 2019. 
 
The last correspondence received dated 17 February 2015 the Superintendent of Castlereagh Local 
Area Command has written to Walgett Shire Council and requested that the Alcohol Free Zones be 
maintained for another four year period (Attachment A).  The Superintendent has provided a range 
of reasons why they are required, and how they are effective. 
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From a Council perspective, certain problems are exacerbated by uncontrolled street drinking, 
including: 

• Litter, which requires additional resources to remove. 
• Broken glass, which presents a safety hazard to the public. 

 
Current position: 
The Local Government Act 1993 (LGA 1993) does not make provision for alcohol free zones to be 
renewed, hence the processes required under Chapter 16 Part 4 of the Act must be followed each 
time a zone is established.  Under section 646 of the LGA 1993, Council is obliged to follow the 2009 
Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones. 
 
Alcohol free zones can only be created over public roads or a public place that is a car park (ie. a 
car park on public land or Crown Land).  Zones can operate up to a maximum of four (4) years (sub-
section 644(5) LGA 1993). 
 
A simplified summary of the process to establish an alcohol free zone is provided below: 
(1)  The alcohol free zone proposal must be documented in a manner which specifies its location, 
when it will apply and reasons for the zone.  A draft alcohol free zone proposal document has been 
prepared (Attachment B). 
(2)  Notice of the alcohol free zone proposal must be published in a newspaper circulating in the 
area and an invitation issued for representations or objections to be submitted within 14 days (sub-
section 644A(1) LGA 1993). 
(3)  A copy of the alcohol free zone proposal document must be sent to the officer in charge of 
the Police station within or nearest to the proposed zone, inviting representations and objections 
within 30 days (sub-section 644A(2)(a) LGA 1993). 
(4)  A copy of the proposal document must be sent to all liquor licence holders whose premises 
border on or adjoin the proposed zone, inviting representations and objections within 30 days (sub-
section 644A(2)(b) LGA 1993). 
(5)  A copy of the proposal document must be sent to any known organisation representing an 
identifiable Aboriginal or culturally and linguistically diverse group within the local area inviting 
representations and objections within 30 days (p.9 of Ministerial Guidelines). 
(6)  A copy of the proposal document must be sent to the NSW Anti-Discrimination Board inviting 
representations and objections within 40 days (sub-section 644A(3) LGA 1993 and the Ministerial 
Guidelines). 
(7)  Council must “consider all representations and submissions that are duly made to it” (Sub-
section 644A(4) of the LGA 1993 and p.9 of the Ministerial Guidelines). 
(8)  After complying with the procedures under section 644 and 644A, a Council may, by 
resolution, adopt a proposal to establish an alcohol free zone (section 644B LGA 1993).  The 
resolution establishes the zone. 
(9)  Council must inform any interested parties, including the applicant, the NSW Anti-
Discrimination Board, the local Police Patrol Commander, officer in charge of local police stations, 
affected liquor licence holders that the zone has been established (p.9 of Ministerial Guidelines). 
(10) Council must then publish a notice in a local newspaper indicating that the alcohol free zones 
have been established (sub-section 644B(3) LGA 1993). 
(11) Council must then update signs for the zones with the new operating dates (section 644C LGA 
1993). 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

• Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones issued by the Department of Local Government, 
February 2009. 

• Circular 09/05 “Alcohol Free Zones – Update of Ministerial Guidelines”, issued by the 
Department of Local Government, 5 February 2009. 

• Guidelines for Local Government Councillors issued by the Anti-Discrimination Board of 
NSW, 1999. 

• Guidelines for Managers of Local Councils issued by the Anti-Discrimination Board of NSW, 
1999. 
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Governance issues: 
Regulatory compliance:- When dealing with a proposal to establish an alcohol free zone, Council 
must comply with the provisions within Chapter 16 Part 4 of the Local Government Act 1993, as well 
as the 2009 Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones. 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which 
includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 
principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
Environmental issues: 
Adherence with, and enforcement of, alcohol free zones is likely to reduce littering (especially glass 
alcohol containers). 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council, community, liquor licensees. 
 
Financial implications: 
Alcohol free zones signs will need to be updated.  This is expected to be able to be completed using 
an existing Urban Infrastructure budget for signs. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
Do nothing:  This option has not been recommended as: 
Doing nothing would allow the zones to lapse. 
The existing zones appear to be supported by the community and Police. 
If the zones lapsed, it is expected that there would be significant adverse impacts on the community. 
 
Reduce the area of the zones:  The Ministerial Guidelines state that generally alcohol free zones 
should be as small as possible.  This option has not been recommended as: 
It is expected that reducing the area of the existing zones would be inconsistent with community and 
Police expectations. 
If the zones were reduced, then it is expected that the frequency of adverse impacts associated with 
street drinking would increase. 
The only previous objections to the zones has been from the NSW Anti-Discrimination Board. 
 
Increase the area of the zones:  This option has not been recommended as: 
No request for an extension has been received. 
The current circumstances do not appear to justify an extension. 
 
Conclusion: 
The maintenance of alcohol free zones is one of several methods by which Council can maintain 
public amenity and reduce risks which may otherwise arise from street drinking.  
 
 
 
 
Kimley Talbert 
DIRECTOR ENVIROMENTAL SERVICES 
  
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.4.3 GRAWIN/SHEEPYARDS BIN BANKS – WASTE STRATEGY 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Environmental Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:                       
PURPOSE:     For Decision 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. That Council resolve to Reserve the idea of the Bin Bank Strategy for Grawin/Sheepyards 
area until a suitable site solution can be obtained.  

2. That council staff carry out further research into finding a suitable location for 
implementing the Bin Bank system. 

 
 
Summary: 
Council at an ordinary Council Meeting on 15 December 2020 recommended to conduct a Bin Trial 
in the vicinity of the two waste depots at Grawin and Sheepyards. 
To date, council has proceeded to obtain acceptance of the idea with the leases of the Crown 
owned Western land Leases, which is required to be able to obtain a licence issued by Crown 
Land. This council’s officers have not been able to achieve. 
With the last occasion Council went to the trouble of leasing with one of the land lease’s applying 
for a Crown Licence and then other members of the family refusing to give consent towards the 
proposal, the land area located off the main track at Grawin.   
 
In order to expedite this matter need to find a suitable site for Bin Banks location.  
 
This report is to consider council to support for a bin bank location and the costs estimated of 
$15,000 covering the purchase of the waste bins stands, their installation and site works.   
The reason behind this request is that council’s officers cannot find a suitable site to instigate the 
trial.   
 
Background: 
Council is now made aware of the current situation with no local support for the proposal. 
 
Current Position: 
This matter has been in place for the last three years, Council has not been able to find a suitable 
location for the bin banks and no allocated funds covering the installation costs.  
 
Relevant reference’s document/polices:  
Environment Planning & Assessment Act 1979 & Regulations 
Work Health & Safety Act 2011 & Regulation 
NSW Safe Work Regulations 
Protection of Environment Operations Act 1997 and Waste Regulations 
Governance issues:  
Yes: Council’s costs covering the purchase of wheelie bins and stands, employment of the 
installation contractor to install bins stands and pier pad concrete footings, to install appropriate 
gravel road base. costs: $15,000.00  governance issues. 
Environment Issues: 
Potential impacts on adjoining neighbours from noise and other possible community issues are 
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covered during construction works condition and the other is controlled by civil law requirements. 
Possible waste littering. 
 
Stakeholder: 
Walgett Shire Council & residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
$15,000.00 
 
Alternative solutions: 
The alternative option is to refuse the application for requested costs covering the installation of bin 
banks or to forget about it’s installation. 
 
Conclusion: 
The current waste strategy to install the bin bank at either of the two locations cannot be conceived 
at this point in time until a suitable location can be obtained from the lease’s of the Crown owned 
land area.   
 
Governance issues: 
$15,000.00 
 
Environmental issues: 
Health, Fire Risk and Vermin. 
 
Stakeholders: 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Alternative solutions: 
To abandon the idea and refuse the request for costs covering implementation Bin Banks. 
 
 
 
Kimley Talbert 
DIRECTOR ENVIROMENTAL SERVICES 
  
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.4.4 NEW WASTE DEPOT PERIMETER FENCES – GRAWIN AND SHEEPYARDS WASTE 
DEPOTS RESERVE NO. 1024168 GDA94/ZONE 55 & GDA94/MGA/ZONE 55 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Environmental Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:                       
PURPOSE:     For Decision 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the matter of Council funding covering the costs for the perimeter security fences 
located at Grawin and Sheepyards Waste Depots, that to have the money to be allocated out 
in July 2024 - 2024/2025 financial year budget to carry out the construction of the security 
fences.  
 
 
Summary: 
This report is to consider the purchase and installation of a 1.8 metre high chain-wire security fences, 
gates and costs covering the installation to the pre-existing waste depot sites. Council has operated 
the two existing waste depots since the latter part of 2019/20.  
Prior to taking over the responsibility of the two waste depots council was contributing to 
Grawin/Sheepyards Miners Association then estimated, a figure over $30,000 per annum, which was 
issued in the form of a community grant.  
 
With the transfer of responsibilities council then was required to take on the responsibilities of the 
Short Term Licence from Crown Land, from 2020 onwards. 
The provisions under the Crown land Short Term licence require fencing to be erected around waste 
management sites. 
 
The provisions set-out under the Protection of Environment Operations Act 1997 Waste Regulation 
Environmental Guidelines: Solid Waste Landfill, site security is mandatory, so  suitably designed 
constructed fencing is obligatory to be erected around any waste depot. 
 
Council’s Resolution Register indicated since 2021 an obligation to obtain quotes covering the 
fencing of both waste depot sites. 
 
With this fact in place last year council carried out requests for quotes from fencing contractors to 
provide a quote covering both waste depot sites for 1.8 metre chain-wire fencing with a 6 metre wide 
double gate system. With the quotes 3 quotation requests were dispatched with only one quote 
received. 
 
The quotation requests were to the following: Central West Gates, Dunn & Ferrugia and Douglas 
Bros Fencing. The only quotation received was from Douglas Bros Fencing 
 
Background: 
Council has been aware of the current situation with the security of the waste depots for at least the 
last three (3) years, as was indicated by carrying out the perimeter security fence for waste depot 
sites.  
 
Current Position: 
To construct the essential waste depot security fences will entail obtaining money of at least an 
estimated $95,425.00 this currently is not in the current budget. 
 
Relevant reference’s document/polices:  
Local Government Act 1993 
Protection of Environment Operations Act 1997 
EPA Environmental Guidelines Solid Waste landfills 
Governance issues:  
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Non-compliant with current Crown land Licence requirement and EPA Landfill Practise requirements. 
 
Environment Issues: 
Potential impacts on adjoining neighbours from safety aspects including environmental issues and 
other possible community issues are covered during construction works condition and the other is 
controlled by civil law requirements. 
 
Stakeholder: 
Walgett Shire Council & Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
Currently costing is with no funds set aside of $95,425.00  
 
Conclusion: 
Council currently do require sufficient funding to carry out the construction of the two waste depot 
security fences to Grawin and Sheepyard Waste Depots.  
 
Governance issues: 
To Legalise council’s operation as a waste landfill facility. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Contractor 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial implications: 
$95,425.00 
 
Alternative solutions: 
Not to utilise the local contractor to carry out the initial basic security fence construction work, this 
could be requested from the date of recommendation. 
Not to proceed with the works. 
To Decommission and close waste depots.   
 
 
 
Kimley Talbert 
DIRECTOR ENVIROMENTAL SERVICES 
  
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.4.5 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Environmental Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:                       
PURPOSE:     For Information 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note this report. 
 
 
 
Summary:  
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant matters 
recently arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Division. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following applications were received during December 2023 
& January 2024 
 
Outstanding Notice Certificate 
3 approved 
 
Construction Certificate 
3 approved 
 
Food Shop Inspections  
0 
 
Swimming Pool Compliance Certificates 
2 
 
Activity Approvals 
Three Activity Approval application received for new project.  
 
Final Occupation Certificate 
1 
 
Sub-Division Certificate 
1 
 
Fire Safety Schedule 
4 
 
Current Building Project Under Construction 
Shop/Office and five cabins at 20 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge 
Private garage @ 38 Warrena Street Walgett 
Storage Units @ 40 Nobby Road Lightning Ridge 
99 Wee Waa Street Walgett Multi Unit housing project 
88 Pandora Street Lightning Ridge Dual Occupancy – Manufactured Home 
6560 Castlereagh Highway Walgett – Large Rural metal shed  
62 Walgett Street Collarenebri Hospital Staff Multi unit Housing accommodation 
141- 159 Fox Street Walgett Hospital Staff Multi Unit Housing Accommodation 
1360 Wilby Wilby Road Cumborah Rural Property Garage and dwelling 
23 Chrystal Street Lightning Ridge Golf Club Storm Damaged New Roof construction 
398 Bowra Lane Carinda Ingound Fibreglass Swimming Pool 
110 Fox Street Walgett new aboveground Diesel Fuel Tank installation 
41 Namoi Street Walgett new Dwelling 
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225 Woodlands Road Walgett Inground Fibreglass Swimming Pool 
37 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge new underground fuel tank 
23 Pandora Street Lightning Ridge New manufactured home staff accommodation 
 
Other Activity 
  
Roads To Home have stated that they are cleaning-up Non-friable asbestos wastes at Namoi, Gingie 
and Walli Villages, to the extent of approximately 50,000 cubic metres of material, this is meant to 
happen during the month of March 2023, to be disposed of at Walgett Waste Depot. Application has 
been submitted to EPA for the License extension covering the quantity of contaminated asbestos 
waste, now waiting EPA response. Response received requesting additional information to be 
provided. 
Matter has been discussed with the Environment Protection Authority, with now awaiting 
confirmation for to progress the matter. Additional information has been provided concerning existing 
use rights as a wastes depot, history goes back to the year 1885, information required covering the 
EPA Waste Licence variation. A Planning consultancy company employed to carry out overall 
assessment of project for a submission to the Environment Protection Authority for the Licence 
Variation to activate the project. 
 
Hudson Fire Incident - Walgett Recovery Committee 
Up to date: The last meeting held on 8th February 2024, fundamentally the funding to offer assistance 
to the Crown Land mineral claims holders was only allocated towards persons that had a dwelling 
with contaminated land with Friable Asbestos material, this was allocated only for the clean-up and 
transportation of the wastes to the nearest Licenced Waste Depot (Walgett Waste Depot). 
At the meeting I was requested to obtain quotes covering the project clean-up. 
Following, receipt of the first demolition waste contractor quote, it revealed that the mining claim 
holders had tracked asbestos material into the soil and tracked it from one site to another site. The 
original detected asbestos sites covered seven (7) all in total, the original estimate received from the 
Environmentalist was for approximately one (1) semi-trailer truck load of waste material. This 
obviously has blown-out, with the overall costs of the project and the proposed quantity of asbestos 
contaminated wastes delivered to council’s waste depot.  
The original quote request, “excluded waste tip fees, as the waste quantity was minimal at the time. 
The issue now concerning costing of Friable waste material delivered to the Walgett Waste Depot 
by the contractor. Original estimate of 18 tonnes, now estimated 200 tonnes, from $3,240 to an 
estimated $36,000 costing. At this stage, I am not sure whether the national Emergency support 
funding will cover waste tipping fees!. 
 
Proposed Development 
Enquiries concerning conversion doctors surgery to be converted to shop/residential 
accommodation – Lightning Ridge 
 
Lightning Ridge Fuel Service Station underground Petroleum Tanks Fuel Leak 
 
Barrickneal Service Station, Morilla Street Lightning Ridge has reported both old petroleum tanks 
both tanks being decommissioned, with a proposal of new future underground tanks installation, 
subject to development consent. Works under way to decommission disused petroleum storage 
tanks. For your information the bulk of the fuel that was in the tanks, was siphoned off, the liquid 
residue that remained in the tanks amounted to 750 ml, which was transported by the environmental 
company to a licence premises located at Kooragang Island near New Castle NSW. 
 
Abandoned Vehicles 
Currently council has just removed four known abandoned motor vehicles within the shire area and 
Council’s costs of $1,150.00. 
 
PLANNING CERTIFICATES:  
December 2023 & January 2024 – Thirty one (31) 10.7 Planning Certificates has been issued.  
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OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ACTIVITIES 
 
December 2023 to January 2024 Animal Impounding Records 
 
Month of December 2023 – 11 Dogs and puppies all surrendered were re-homed. 
 
Month of January 2024 19 dogs were impounded 
6 seized, 
13 dogs surrendered 
1 micro-chipped and registered one dog returned to owner. 
2 dogs Not suitable for re-homing euthanised 
 
KCSAH Impact Report 2023 was responsible for supplying the cat complaint statistics and 
community response to the RSPCA, was developed. Walgett Shire Council feature in the document 
with a significant drop in cat nuisance complaints within Walgett shire Council.   
 
Attachment 
Keeping Cats Safe At Home  
 
 
 
Kimley Talbert 
DIRECTOR ENVIROMENTAL SERVICES 
  
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.4.6 DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS DECEMBER 2023 AND JANUARY 2024 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Environmental Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:                       
PURPOSE:     For Information 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note the information contained within this report. 
 
 
Summary: 
This report is to advise the December 2023 and January 2024 development approvals for the 
information of Council and to ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979 and Section 124 of the associated Regulation. 
 
Background: 
To ensure the validity of a development consent in any legal proceedings, all development consents 
and complying development certificates are to be notified to the public within 3 months of the date 
of consent. The only exception is any development that may have Court proceedings commenced 
before the expiration of 3 months from the date on which the public notice was given. 
 
Current Position: 
To ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 and 
Section 124 of the associated Regulation, Council publishes a notice each month on/in Council’s 
website, E-Bulletin and Facebook Page in relation to development approvals for the previous month. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following developments have been lodged and are currently 
waiting a determination. Please note, this is only current as at 1 December 2023 –31 January 2024 
 
 

Appl. No Address Title Development Status 
DA2023/31 24 Euroka Street 

Walgett 
Lot 22 DP 
253488 

Rural Fire Shed 4x 
bay, 1 x Multi 
function area, 3x 
toilet, 1x storeroom  

Approved 

DA2023/43 Lot 574 DP 
1206881 
Wooloroo Road 
Lightning Ridge 

Lot 574 DP 
1206881  

Construction of 
Dwelling using 
geodesic 3 x 
Domes with raised 
deck with shade 
sails on existing 
opal mining site 

Approved 

S68/2023/2 5 Morilla Street 
LIGHTNING 
RIDGE 

Lots 1 section 
9, lot 1 DP 
623130 & Lot 2 
DP 40628 

Caravan Park 
License 

Assessment 
awaiting 
application 
covering 
Fire safety 
Statement 
covering Fire 
Hose reels 

DA2023/44 19 Wee Waa 
corner Namoi 
Street Walgett 

Lot 2 DP 35671 New single storey 
Hebel rendered 
wall panels metal 
colorbond roof, 
garage under main 
roof- dual 

Deferred to 
Commencemen
t 
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Occupancy 
DA2023/48 39 Gem Street 

Lightning Ridge 
Lot 2 DP 
1271292 

Allotment 
Consolidation and 
Re-zoning 

Council Report 
Re-zoning 

AA2023/28 19 Wee Waa 
Street Walgett 

Lot 2 DP 35671 Activity Approval 
Plumbing & 
Drainage 

Assessment 

DA2023/50 Chambers of 
Black Hand Mine 
Three Mile Road 
Lightning Ridge 

Lot 510 
DP1201786 
WLL 15150 

Two new Metal 
colorbond Sheds 

Assessment 

DA2023/51 Graincorp 
Operations 1 
Slack-Smith 
Street Burren 
Junction 

Lot 1 DP 
1090146 & Lot 
10 DP 
1067218 

Construction of 10 
individual bunkers 
to 300,000 tonnes 
capacity, two truck 
marshalling areas, 
internal driveways  
two weigh bridges 
and a sampling 
stand 

Assessment 
current 
advertising 

CC2023/17 Chambers of 
Black Hand Mine 
Three Mile Road 
Lightning Ridge 

Lot 510 DP 
1201786 WLL 
15150 

Two new Metal 
colorbond Sheds 

Assessment 

DA2024/1 Two existing 
sheds demolition 
& removal 

Lot 3 Section 4 
DP 75826218-
24 Wilson 
Street 
Collarenebri 

Two existing sheds 
demolition & 
removal 

Approved 

DA2024/2 2123 
Cumberdoon Way 
Carinda 

Lot 25 DP 
754248 

New rural dwelling 
Manufactured 
Home 

Assessment 

CDC2023/9 16597 
Castlereagh Road 
Walgett 

Lot 8 DP 
752700 

Installation of 
Telecommunicatio
n Tower 

Approved 

CC2024/1 37 Morilla Street 
Lightning Ridge 

Lot 153 DP 
720085 

Installation of 
underground 
petroleum fuel tank 
and rehabilitating 
existing disused 
fuel tanks 

Approved 

Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Developer 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative solutions: 
Nil 
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Kimley Talbert 
DIRECTOR ENVIROMENTAL SERVICES 
  
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.4.7 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR SUBDIVISION & PLANNING PROPSAL FOR 
SUBDIVISION AND REZONING 39 GEM STREET, LIGHTNING RIDGE 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:  Director Environmental Services 
REPORT AUTHOR:                          Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:                      DA2023/48 PAN-383319 
PURPOSE:     For Information 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommendation: 
 

1. That Council, will endorse the submission of the planning proposal of supporting 
documentation to the Department of Planning Housing and Infrastructure to seek a 
Gateway Determination. 

 
2. That Council, submit the Planning Proposal for rezoning of land at 39 Gem Street 

Lightning Ridge as outlined in the submission from Craig Barnes provided in the 
attachment to the Department of Planning Housing and Infrastructure for a Gateway 
determination. 

 
3. That Council endorse Council Staff to submit minor changes to Councils Local 

Environment Plan 2013 in conjunction with the above submission. 
 

4. Subject to the receipt of Gateway determination from the Department of Planning 
Housing and Infrastructure proceed with the planning proposal and consultation with 
the government agencies in accordance  Schedule 1, Division 1, Clause 4 of the 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 and any directions of the Gateway 
Determination. 

 
 
Executive Summary: 
The development application and planning proposal have been lodged on behalf of the Estate 
of Late Leanne Pauline Lloyd by Craig Barnes (the Applicant). The proposal to subdivide the 
existing lot is part of the NSW Crown Land and the inherent owner which seeks to regularise 
and formalise the status of the existing dwelling that straddles two land zoned areas and 
allotments. 
 
The proposal seeks to subdivide a small existing allotments into a single lot where the existing 
dwelling is located including the residual (See attached plan) to be used primarily for residential 
purposes. Approval of an existing “paper subdivision” will allow for existing and future allotments 
within Gem Street, to be held in private ownership with a single residential premises zoning. 
 
The development application was lodged in 2023 and issues related to Mineral Claims,  
infrastructure, and encroachments have delayed presentation of a report to Council. 
 
Granting a conditional consent with commencement conditions allows time for any outstanding 
matters to be resolved and provides the applicant with certainty to proceed. 
 
Background: 
Gem Street property is located within the street alignment, however when the zoning exercise 
was carried out in 2013 Local Environment Plan was introduced the location of the residential 
zoning and the dwelling configuration has been overlooked for the area. The opportunity now 
exists to make a correction with the Local Environment Plan 2013 covering the dwelling location, 
so that it is incorporated within the one zoned location R1 Residential.   The land is located within 
the town area of Lightning Ridge, which within the adjoining area has pre-existing mineral claim 
sites. 
The overall property area currently consists of two allotments which was carried prior to 2013. 
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The allotment is currently serviced by power, water and sewer infrastructure.  
 
Legal access to the land can be accessed by either through the mining site area or from Gem 
Street Freehold land area, related to rights of access, land ownership and encroachments.  
Crown Lands has consented to the sub-division and land zoning change covering the Western 
Land Lease of the mining site area. 
 
The Proposal 
The proposed layout of the subdivision into one lot including the residual is shown on the plan 
in Attachments. The allotment boundaries have been selected to consider the location of 
existing buildings on the land, and to provide an appropriate curtilage for allotment based around 
existing fencing. 
 
Planning Issues 
The following issues are relevant to consideration of the development application. 

• The Development application and planning proposal will create a subdivision by Torrens Title, 
consolidation of lots and rezoning of land. 

• The application is referred to Council for a decision as required where the changes to LEP 
with the creation of the new allotment. Ref. Staff delegations for DA determination. 

• WLEP Clause 4.1 – The proposed exception to minimum lot sizes is considered reasonable 
and necessary in the circumstances given the proposed use of the land for residential 
purposes.  

• Bushfire assessment – The area is not mapped as bushfire prone but may experience 
bushfire or fire emergency in the event of a grass fire or house fire. A bushfire emergency 
plan is to be provided as a condition of approval.  

• Contaminated land – Condition requires site rehabilitation report to be submitted and 
approved prior to subdivision approval. 

• Roads Act Approval – Details to be lodged separately if required for approval of any works 
on Council roads. 

• Existing water, sewer and stormwater services are not considered as part of this application. 
 
Planning Context 
Under the Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013, the subject land parcels are zoned R1 
Residential and SP1 and Special Activities (Mining) 
The majority of the residential lot to be created are within the R1 Residential zone. 
 
The objectives of the R1 zone are - 

• To provide housing needs for the community. 
• To provide for a variety of housing types and densities. 
• To enable other land uses that provide facilities or services to meet the day to day needs 

of the residents. 
• To enable development that is compatible that is compatible with the surrounding residential 

environment and that is unlikely to adversely effect the amenity of residential development 
on land in the zone. 

• The objectives of SP1 zone: 
• To provide for special land uses that are provided for other zones. 
• To provide for sites with special natural characteristics that are not provided  for in other 

zones. 
• To facilitate development that is in keeping with the special characteristics of site or its 

existing or intended special use, and that minimises any adverse impacts on surrounding 
land. 

• To ensure that opal mining is the main type of development in the zone. 
• To enable small-tourism uses that are ancillary to agriculture and mining.  

 
In this regard, the proposal is consistent with the objectives of the R1 & SP1 zones in that the 
subdivision proposal acknowledges the rights to consolidate the lot area covering the existing 
residence which was constructed some 60 years prior. 
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An assessment of the development application against Section 4.15 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1979 shows the proposal is generally consistent with the 
requirements of the relevant State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs), the Far West 
Regional Plan and relevant clauses of the Walgett Environmental Plan 2013 and Walgett 
Development Control Plan 2016. Details are provided in the attached development assessment 
report. 
 
Planning Proposal  
The applicant has submitted a Planning Proposal to amend the Walgett Local Environmental 
Plan 2013 as detailed in the attached submission from Craig Barnes.  This report recommends 
that Council resolve to submit the planning proposal to the Department of Planning and 
Environment for a Gateway determination. 
 
Infrastructure 
The Development Application does not request any greater services than is currently available 
to the property. 
  
 
Council Engineers Comments: 
1. Road Reserve: existing allocation is adequate. 
 
Community consultation: 
The development application was not notified under the terms of the DCP for the simple 
subdivision and re-zoning does not warrant the process of neighbour notification.  
 
Financial Implications: 
There are no known financial implications for Council. However, Council may in the future consider 
a differential rating for the lots created. 
 
Director Environmental Services Comments: 
The existing issues with current dual owned and zoned allotments makes a reasonable effort to 
correct a past error with the introduction of the Local Environment Plan 2013 and to place the 
property in a more conducive position for future occupancy. 
 
Consequently, it is recommended Council grants consent for the subdivision of 39 Gem Street 
Lightning Ridge in accordance with the Draft Conditions of Consent. 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 – Details of development application, plans of subdivision and Statement of 
Environmental Effects. 
Attachment 2 – Bushfire Assessment 
Attachment 3 - Details of planning proposal – submission form 
Attachment 4 - Details of planning proposal – Rezoning and LEP amendment 
Attachment 5 - Development Assessment – Subdivision and rezoning proposal 
 
 
Kimley Talbert 
DIRECTOR ENVIROMENTAL SERVICES 
  
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION 
Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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AGENDA FOR  
CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Tuesday 27TH February 2024 

  

 

 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Closed Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held at Walgett Shire 
Council Chambers on Tuesday 27th February 2024 to discuss the items listed in the 
Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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AGENDA 

13. MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 
 

MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 
 
Time: ………… 
 
That the public be excluded from the meeting pursuant to Sections 10A (2) (b) & (c) the Local 
Government Act 1993 on the basis that the items deal with: 
 
(b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer, 
 
(c) that information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom 
the Council is conducting business (or proposed to conduct business) 
 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
 

14. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS/CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 

14.1  Director Engineering and Technical Services 
 

14.1.1 Water Usage Charges for Assessment 22434 
14.1.2 Come by Chance Rescoping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL     Ordinary Council Meeting         27th February 2024  

15. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
Return to open session 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council return to open session. 
 
Moved:      
Seconded:   
  
 
 

16. ADOPTION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 
 
Adoption of closed session reports 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the recommendations of the Closed Committee Reports 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 

 

17. CLOSE OF MEETING                         

 
 Time: ……………… 
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