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AGENDA FOR  
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 

Monday 31st July 2023 
  

 

 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
on 31 July 2023 commencing at 9:00am to discuss the items listed in the 
Agenda. 
 
 
 
Please Note: The Council Meetings Live Streamed and visual and audio 
recorded  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 
 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest as 
defined in the Local government Act (e.g. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

• The person, or 
• Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 

Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

• The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 
• The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 

has a pecuniary interest in the matter 
N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

• If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

• Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 
• Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 

pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the company 
or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 
• A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 

Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

• The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be expected 
to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a pecuniary 
interest. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

• It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

• Limit involvement if practical (e.g. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care needs 
to be taken when exercising this option. 

• Remove the source of the conflict (e.g. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  
• Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 

the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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Local Government Act 1993 

Chapter 3 section 8A 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR COUNCILS 

 

(1) Exercise of functions generally 
The following general principles apply to the exercise of functions by councils: 
 
(a)  Councils should provide strong and effective representation, leadership, planning and 
decision-making. 
(b)  Councils should carry out functions in a way that provides the best possible value for 
residents and ratepayers. 
(c)  Councils should plan strategically, using the integrated planning and reporting framework, 
for the provision of effective and efficient services and regulation to meet the diverse needs of 
the local community. 
(d)  Councils should apply the integrated planning and reporting framework in carrying out 
their functions so as to achieve desired outcomes and continuous improvements. 
(e)  Councils should work co-operatively with other councils and the State government to 
achieve desired outcomes for the local community. 
(f)  Councils should manage lands and other assets so that current and future local community 
needs can be met in an affordable way. 
(g)  Councils should work with others to secure appropriate services for local community 
needs. 
(h)  Councils should act fairly, ethically and without bias in the interests of the local community. 
(i)  Councils should be responsible employers and provide a consultative and supportive 
working environment for staff. 
  
(2) Decision-making 
The following principles apply to decision-making by councils (subject to any other applicable 
law): 
 
(a)  Councils should recognise diverse local community needs and interests. 
(b)  Councils should consider social justice principles. 
(c)  Councils should consider the long term and cumulative effects of actions on future 
generations. 
(d)  Councils should consider the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 
(e)  Council decision-making should be transparent and decision-makers are to be 
accountable for decisions and omissions. 
 
(3) Community participation 
Councils should actively engage with their local communities, through the use of the integrated 
planning and reporting framework and other measures. 
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STATEMENT OF ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS 
 
 

Oath or Affirmation of Office 
 
In taking the Oath or Affirmation of Office, each Councillor has made a commitment to 
undertake the duties of the office of Councillor in the best interests of the people of 
Walgett Shire Local Government Area and Walgett Shire Council and that they will 
faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions 
vested in them under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of 
their ability and judgment.  
 
 
Conflicts of Interest 
 
A councillor who has a conflict of interest in any matter with which the council is 
concerned, and who is present at a meeting of the council when the matter is being 
considered, must disclose the interest and the nature of the interest to the meeting as 
soon as practicable. Both the disclosure and the nature of the interest must be 
recorded in the minutes of the Council meeting where the conflict of interest arises. 
Councillors should ensure that they are familiar with Parts 4 and 5 of the Code of 
Conduct in relation to their obligations to declare and manage conflicts of interests. 
 

Meeting Recordings 

Council advises that this Meeting will be recorded the purpose of the of webcasting 
and made available on the Internet. As such, all those present should refrain from 
making any defamatory statements. It is requested that Councillors within the duration 
of the Meeting, limit discussions to only the business on the agenda and what is 
permissible under our Code of Meeting Practice.  
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PUBLIC FORUM PRESENTATIONS  
 
The Council may hold a public forum prior to each Ordinary Meeting of the Council for the 
purpose of hearing oral submissions from members of the public on items of business to be 
considered at the meeting (listed on the Agenda). 
 
Public forums may also be held prior to Extraordinary Council Meetings and meetings of 
committees of the Council. Public forums are to be chaired by the mayor or their nominee. 
 
The General Manager or their delegate may refuse to allow such material to be presented. 
A person may apply to speak on no more than 2 items of business on the agenda of the 
Council Meeting. 
 
The General Manager or their delegate may refuse an application to speak at a public forum. 
No more than three (3) speakers are to be permitted to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ each item of 
business on the agenda for the Council Meeting. If more than the permitted number of 
speakers apply to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ any item of business, the General Manager or their 
delegate may, in consultation with the mayor or the mayor’s nominated chairperson, increase 
the number of speakers permitted to speak on an item of business, where they are satisfied 
that it is necessary to do so to allow the council to hear a fuller range of views on the relevant 
item of business. 
 
Each speaker will be allowed five (5) minutes to address the Council. This time is to be strictly 
enforced by the Chairperson. The Chairperson of the meeting can grant one extension of up 
to a maximum of three (3) minutes, should further information, be considered to be important 
to the Council. This is solely at the discretion of the Chair. 
 
Speakers at public forums must not digress from their nominated item on the agenda. If a 
speaker digresses to irrelevant matters, the Chairperson is to direct the speaker not to do so. 
If a speaker fails to observe a direction from the chairperson, the speaker will not be further 
heard. 
 
A councillor (including the chairperson) may, through the chairperson, ask questions of a 
speaker following their address at a Public Forum. Questions put to a speaker must be direct, 
succinct and without argument. Debate will not be permitted by the speaker, Councillors or 
staff. Speakers are under no obligation to answer a question. Answers by the speaker, to each 
question are to be limited to three (3) minutes. Speakers at public forums cannot ask questions 
of the Council, Councillors or Council staff. 
 
The general manager or their nominee may, with the concurrence of the chairperson, address 
the council for up 5 minutes in response to an address to the council at a public forum after 
the address and any subsequent questions and answers have been finalised. 
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SPEAKER  

 

 
TOPIC 

 
Ms Pauline Kearl Jimmy Little Festival 

Mr Scott Bailey Caravan Park Fire Compliance 

Inspector Kevin Day Motorised Scooters & Motorbikes 

Christopher Hunt Walgett Swimming Pool 

Carol Clake Walgett Swimming Pool 

Ben Hawke Walgett Swimming Pool 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 
Proceedings of the meeting commenced at   am 
 
 
 
2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I 
would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now 
reside within this Shire. 

 

 
3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE OR ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO-VISUAL LINK BY 
COUNCILLORS 
 
Leave of Absence 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the leave of absence received from ______________ is accepted and leave of 

absence granted; and 
 
2. That the request to attend this meeting of Council via audio-visual link received from 

_____________ is accepted and approval granted. 

 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
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4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 
4.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5 JULY 
2023 
 
Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 5 July 2023 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held 5th July 2023 as itemised in minute numbers 7/2023/1 to 
7/2023/31 pages 2 to 20, be confirmed. 
 
Moved:      
Seconded:   
  
 
Attachments: 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held 5th July 2023 
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MINUTES FOR THE 
ORDINARY COUNCIL  

MEETING 
 
 
 

Wednesday 5th July 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hugh Percy 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER 
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MINUTES OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF THE WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL 
HELD AT THE WALGETT SHIRE CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 5th JULY 2023 AT 

9:15AM 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Public Presentations:  
Mr Ray Griffin – Australian Opal Centre, addressed Council in relation to Australian Opal 
Centre program. Ray advised the Council that funding had been received from the NSW 
Government, and following tender scrutiny, the tender had been awarded to Barpa 
Construction Services. Ray announced that a letter of intent was being sent to Barpa, officially 
appointing them to construct the Australian Opal Centre.  
 
It was noted that despite reduce the scope of the project, the budget was still not secured for 
the entire project, however multiple funding opportunities were being explored.  
 
It was stated that the building is expected to be opened in August or September 2024. 
 
 
The Deputy Mayor declared the meeting open at 9:15am 
  
PRESENT  
Deputy Mayor Greg Rummery 
Clr Alf Seaton  
Clr Colin Hundy 
Clr Ian Woodcock 
Clr Jasen Ramien  
Clr Daniel Walford  
Clr Michael Cooke         
Hugh Percy   (Acting General Manager) 
Hafiz Malik  (Director Corporate Services) 
Kimley Talbert  (Director Environmental Services) 
Tim McLoughlin (Acting Director Engineering Technical Services) 
Rebecca Wilson (Minute Secretary) 
 
ABSENT 
Jane Keir   (Mayor) 
Sue Currey  (Councillor) 
 
 
07/2023/01 Leave of Absence 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Woodcock and Ramien that the leave of absence 
received from Clr Keir and Currey is accepted and leave of absence granted. 

 
 
 
07/2023/02 Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 23rd May 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillor Walford and Ramien that the minutes of the 
meeting held 23rd May 2023 as itemised in minute numbers 5/2023/1 to 5C/2023/6 pages 
2 to 21, be confirmed. 
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07/2023/03 Minutes of Extra Ordinary Council Meeting – 6th June 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy and Seaton that the minutes of the Extra 
Ordinary meeting held 6th June 2023 as itemised in minute numbers 6/2023/1 to 6/2023/4 
pages 2 to 3, be confirmed. 
 

 
 
Declaration of Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary Interests  
 
Councillor Item 

No. 
Report title/ Subject matter Pecuniary/Non

-Pecuniary  
Reason 

Clr Ramien 8.3.1 Monthly Maintenance Grading 
Report as at 31 May 2023. 

Pecuniary Family Owned 
Contract Business 

 
 
07/2023/04 Monthly Mayoral Report – June 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Woodcock and Ramien that the Mayoral report for 
May 2023 be received and noted. 
 

 
 
07/2023/05 Mayoral Minute 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Woodcock and Ramien that the Mayoral report for 
May 2023 be received and noted. 
 

 
 
07/2023/06 Report of Committees/Delegates  
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy and Cooke that the reports of the following 
Committees/Delegates be received and noted; 
 
- Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting Draft Meeting Minutes 8th June 2023 be received 
and noted, subject to a review of the speed limit changes proposed for Fred Reece Way, 
as this may require street lighting. 
 

 
 
07/2023/07 Council’s Decision Action Report – June 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy and Seaton that the Resolution Register for 
June 2023 be received and noted. 
 

 
 
Clr Rummery requested an updated on the appointment of a Council representative on the 
Australian Opal Centre Board. Acting General Manager Hugh Percy advised that due to 
changes in their constitution, having a Council representative on the board may prove difficult. 
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It was agreed that a report would be put to the July 2023 Council meeting to updated Council 
on this matter.  
 
There was discussion regarding the progress on the purchase of the portable stage. It was 
agreed that Clr Ramien would investigate getting a professional auto electrician to inspect the 
stage, to ensure compliance and suitability, prior to Clr Hundy and Clr Ramien travelling to 
undertake final inspection prior to Council purchasing the stage. 
 
 
07/2023/08 Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Seaton and Hundy that the information contained 
in the following Department circulars 23-04 through to 23-05 from the office of Local 
Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet, be received and noted. 
 

 
 
07/2023/09 Walgett Splash Park Power Supply 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Woodcock and Cooke that; the matter of the 
Walgett Splash Parl Power Supply be moved into closed session for further discussion in 
closed session.  

 
 
There was discussion regarding the power supply and the true cost of the power supply 
installation. Councillors requested to know who was responsibility for the oversight in failure 
to ensure adequate power supply was present or budgeted for in the Splash Park project. 
It was decided that the report would be moved into closed session for discussion in conjunction 
with the closed session report to Council regarding the Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool. 
 
 
07/2023/10 Important Dates for Councillors – Upcoming Meetings & Events 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Ramien and Cooke that Council receive and note 
the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 

 
 
07/2023/11 Monthly Outstanding Rates Report as at 31st May 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Woodcock and Ramien that the Monthly 
Outstanding Rates report as at 31st May 2023 be received and noted. 
 

 
 
07/2023/12 Cash and Investment Report as at 31st May 2023  
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Walford and Clr Seaton that the Investment report 
as at 31st May 2023 be received and noted. 
 

 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

15 
 

 
072023/13 Adoption of Operational Plan 2023/24, Delivery Program 2023/24 to 2024/25, 

Workforce Plan 2023/24 to 2024/25 and Endorsement of Long Term 
Financial Plan 

 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Ramien and Woodcock 
 
That Council having considered submissions received up to 4th July 2023; 
 
1.  Adopt the 2023/24 Operational Plan and budget for the financial year 
 
2.  Adopts the Fees and Charges 23/24 as set in the Operational Plan, with Council 

reserving the right to vary fees and charges of a commercial nature as circumstances 
require. 

 
3. Adopt the Delivery Program for 2023/2024 to 2024/25 
 
4. Adopts the Workforce Plan 2023/24 to 2024/25 
 
5. Endorses the Asset Management Plan and Long-Term Financial Plan 
 
 
 
07/2023/14 Making of the Ordinary Rates and Annual Charges 2023/2024 
 
Resolved  on the motion of Councillors Walford and Hundy that Council; 
 
1.  Adopts the rating structure in accordance with the Revenue Policy approved for 
 exhibition by Council on 6th June 2023 (resolution no 06/2023/3) 
 
2.  In accordance with sections 534 and 535 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993, to 

make the Ordinary Rates for the 2023/2024 rating year commencing 1st July 2023 as 
set out in Table 1 in the report above on the land value for all rateable land within each 
category and sub-category at the amount in the dollar specified and the applicable 
base amounts for each category and sub-category applied in accordance with section 
500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993  

 
3. Adopts all Annual Charges for Waste Management Water Supply and Sewerage 
 Services for the financial year 2023/2024 as included in Council’s Draft Revenue 
 Policy.  
 
 
Continued 
 
 
 
1. Walgett Residential Rate 
A Walgett Residential Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.01967356 cents in the dollar levied 
on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Walgett Residential within Walgett 
Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and 
having a Base Amount per assessment of $240.00 representing 40% of the total yield in 
accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
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2. Lightning Ridge Residential Rate 
A Lightning Ridge Residential Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.00850449 cents in the dollar 
levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Lightning Ridge Residential 
within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW Local Government Act 
1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $240.00 representing 40% of the total 
yield in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 
 
3. Collarenebri Residential Rate 
A Collarenebri Residential Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.11676132 cents in the dollar 
levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Collarenebri Residential within 
Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 
and having a Base Amount per assessment of $220.00 representing 39% of the total yield in 
accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
4. Burren Junction Residential Rate 
A Burren Junction Residential Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.05539187 cents in the dollar 
levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Burren Junction Residential 
within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW Local Government Act 
1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $175.00 representing 36% of the total 
yield in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
5. Carinda Residential Rate 
A Carinda Residential Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.05570462 cents in the dollar levied 
on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Carinda Residential within Walgett 
Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and 
having a Base Amount per assessment of $105.00 representing 45% of the total yield in 
accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
6. Cumborah Residential Rate 
A Cumborah Residential Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.00563089 cents in the dollar levied 
on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Cumborah Residential within Walgett 
Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and 
having a Base Amount per assessment of $105.00 representing 48% of the total yield in 
accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 
 
7. Rowena/Come-By-Chance Residential Rate 
A Rowena/Come-By-Chance Residential Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.02519445 cents 
in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Rowena/Come-
By-Chance Residential within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW 
Local Government Act 1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $105.00 
representing 48% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local 
Government Act 1993.   
 
8. Residential – Preserved Opal Fields Rate 
A Residential – Preserved Opal Fields Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.08825014 cents in 
the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Residential – 
Preserved Opal Fields within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW 
Local Government Act 1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $135.00 
representing 37% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local 
Government Act 1993.   
 
9. Residential – Mineral Claim Rate 
A Residential – Mineral Claim Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.08825014 cents in the dollar 
levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Residential – Mineral Claim 
within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (b) of the NSW Local Government Act 
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1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $135.00 representing 0% of the total yield 
in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
10. Residential Rate 
A Residential Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.00412756 cents in the dollar levied on the 
land value of all rateable land within Walgett Shire categorised as residential in accordance 
with section 516 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and having a Base Amount per 
assessment of $190.00 representing 38% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of 
the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
11. Walgett Business Rate 
A Walgett Business Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.02456289 cents in the dollar levied on 
the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Walgett Business within Walgett Shire 
in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and having a 
Base Amount per assessment of $345.00 representing 29% of the total yield in accordance 
with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 
 
12. Lightning Ridge Business Rate 
A Lightning Ridge Business Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.00936591 cents in the dollar 
levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Lightning Ridge Business 
within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local Government Act 
1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $345.00 representing 30% of the total 
yield in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
13. Collarenebri Business Rate 
A Collarenebri Business Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.05417354 cents in the dollar levied 
on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Collarenebri Business within Walgett 
Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and 
having a Base Amount per assessment of $345.00 representing 40% of the total yield in 
accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993. 
 
14. Burren Junction Business Rate 
A Burren Junction Business Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.0451726 cents in the dollar 
levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Burren Junction Business 
within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local Government Act 
1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $295.00 representing 42% of the total 
yield in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.  
 
15. Carinda Business Rate 
A Carinda Business Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.01190259 cents in the dollar levied on 
the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Carinda Business within Walgett Shire 
in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and having a 
Base Amount per assessment of $155.00 representing 47% of the total yield in accordance 
with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
16. Cumborah Business Rate 
A Cumborah Business Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.07270554 cents in the dollar levied 
on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Carinda Business within Walgett 
Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and 
having a Base Amount per assessment of $130.00 representing 47% of the total yield in 
accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.  
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17.Rowena/Come-By-Chance Business Rate 
A Rowena/Come-By-Chance Business Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.01587073 
 cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Business 
within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local Government Act 
1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $160.00 representing 43% of the total 
yield in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
18. Business – Preserved Opal Fields Rate 
A Business – Preserved Opal Fields Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.03719304 cents in the 
dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Business – Preserved 
Opal Fields within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local 
Government Act 1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $270.00 representing 
41% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
19. Business – Mineral Claim Rate 
A Business – Mineral Claim Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.03719304 cents in the dollar 
levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Business – Mineral Claim 
within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (d) of the NSW Local Government Act 
1993 and having a Base Amount per assessment of $270.00 representing 0% of the total yield 
in accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
20. Business Rate 
A Business Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.00649379 cents in the dollar levied on the land 
value of all rateable land within Walgett Shire categorised as Business in accordance with 
section 518 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and having a Base Amount per 
assessment of $190.00 representing 38% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of 
the NSW Local Government Act 1993.   
 
21. Rural (Farmland) 
A Rural (Farmland) Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.00151825 cents in the dollar levied on 
the land value of all rateable land within Walgett Shire categorised as Rural (Farmland) in 
accordance with section 515 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and having a Base 
Amount per assessment of $170.00 representing 3% of the total yield in accordance with 
section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993. 
 
22. Rural Irrigable (Farmland) 
A Rural Irrigable Ordinary Ad Valorem Amount of 0.00151825 cents in the dollar levied on the 
land value of all rateable land sub-categorised as Rural Irrigable (Farmland) within Walgett 
Shire in accordance with section 529(2) (a) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 and 
having a Base Amount per assessment of $170.00 representing 0% of the total yield in 
accordance with section 500 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 
 
Domestic Waste Management 
 
23. 
In accordance with section 496 (1) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993, Council make an 
annual charge of $568.00 per service for the provision of domestic waste management 
services for each parcel of rateable land for which the service is available for the 2023/2024 
 
24. In accordance with section 496 (2) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993, Council make 
an annual charge of $647.00 per service to non-rateable residential properties for the 
2022/2023 rating year commencing on 1st July 2023 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

19 
 

Trade Waste Services 
 
25. In accordance with section 501 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993, Council make 
the annual charges for Water Supply, Sewerage Services and Waste Management Services 
for the 2023/2024 rating year commencing on 1st July 2023.  These charges are set out in 
Council’s Operational Plan – Statement of Revenue Policy and Schedule of Fees and Charges 
2023/2024 under the headings Waste Management, Commercial Waste Management, Water 
Supply and Sewerage and are included in Table 2. 
 
 
Table 2  
 
Waste Management Charges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE PROVIDED DOMESTIC WASTE 
MANAGEMENT 

2023/2024 

Domestic Waste Collection Charge (s496) 
per occupancy 

per bin per annum $568.00 

 
SERVICE PROVIDED COMMERCIAL 

WASTE 
MANAGEMENT 

2023/2024  

240L MGB Collection – weekly collection per bin per annum $647.00 
360L MGB Collection – twice weekly 
collection 

per bin per annum $1,848.00 

360L MGB – weekly service per bin per annum $924.00 
 
 
SERVICE PROVIDED WASTE 

MANAGEMENT 
2023/2024  

Waste Management Charge (s501) per annum $75.90 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

20 
 

Water Supply Charges 
All properties either, connected to or within 225 metres of a Council water main and able to 
be connected are charged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCESS CHARGES   
Bore Water – Lightning Ridge, Carinda, 
and Rowena 

 2023/2024 

20mm Connection Residential $455.00 
20mm Connection Non-Residential $455.00 
25mm Connection Residential $455.00 
25mm Connection Non-Residential $676.00 
32mm Connection Residential $455.00 
32mm Connection Non-Residential $1074.00 
40mm Connection Residential $455.00 
40mm Connection Non-Residential $1,662.00 
50mm Connection Residential $455.00 
50mm Connection Non-Residential $2,597.00 
75mm Connection Residential $455.00 
75mm Connection Non-Residential $5,673.00 
100mm Connection Residential $455.00 
100mm Connection Non-Residential $10,080.00 
Unmetered Residential As per 

applicable size 
Unmetered Non-Residential As per 

applicable size 
 
CONSUMPTION CHARGES   
Bore Water – Lightning Ridge, 
Carinda, and Rowena 

 2023/2024 

Usage Charge per kilolitre <600kl $0.40 
Usage Charge per kilolitre >600kl $0.58 

 
ACCESS CHARGES   
Filtered Water – Walgett & Collarenebri  2023/2024 
20mm Connection Residential $631.00 
20mm Connection Non-Residential $631.00 
25mm Connection Residential $631.00 
25mm Connection Non-Residential $985.00 
32mm Connection Residential $631.00 
32mm Connection Non-Residential $1,614.00 
40mm Connection Residential $631.00 
40mm Connection Non-Residential $2,521.00 
50mm Connection Residential $631.00 
50mm Connection Non-Residential $3,940.00 
75mm Connection Residential $631.00 
75mm Connection Non-Residential $8,645.00 
100mm Connection Residential $631.00 
100mm Connection Non-Residential $15,371.00 
Unmetered Residential As per applicable 

size 
Unmetered Non-Residential As per applicable 

size 
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Sewerage Charges 
All properties either, connected to or within 75 metres of a Council sewer main and able to be 
connected are charged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR:    AGAINST:   ABSENT: 
Clr Rummery   Clr Cooke   Clr Keir 
Clr Hundy       Clr Currey 
Clr Walford 
Clr Woodcock 
Clr Ramien 
Clr Seaton 
            
 
 
There was lengthy discussion amongst Councillors in relation to increasing the rates and water 
charges, in particular standpipes and how Council could impose a user pays system. It was 
decided that following the commencement of the new General Manager and an internal review 
of council operations, Council would be able to make better informed decisions regarding the 
increase of the rates. 
 
Acting General Manager Hugh Percy, suggested that given the many issues arising out of the 
rates increase and charging for standpipe use, that Council agree to hold an informal meeting 
where all arising matters could be discussed at length, and clear way forward can be achieved. 
 
 
Clr Ramien declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting at 10:15am 
 
 
 

CONSUMPTION CHARGES   
Filtered Water – Walgett and Collarenebri  2023/2024 
Filtered Usage Charge per kilolitre <600kl $1.17 
Filtered Usage Charge per kilolitre >600kl $1.78 
Unfiltered Usage charge per kilolitre <600kl $0.40 
Unfiltered Usage Charge per kilolitre >600kl $0.58 

 
 

SERVICE PROVIDED SEWERAGE 2023/2024 
Walgett per annum $564.00 
Lightning Ridge per annum $487.00 
Collarenebri per annum $469.00 
   
Additional Sewer Connections (per connection)   
Walgett per annum $564.00 
Lightning Ridge per annum $487.00 
Collarenebri per annum $469.00 
   
Cistern Charges – Applicable to Business 
Categories (per toilet/urinal) 

  

Walgett per annum $88.00 
Lightning Ridge per annum $75.00 
Collarenebri per annum $68.00 
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07/2023/15 Monthly Maintenance Grading Report as at 31st May 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy and Seaton that Council receive and note 
the monthly maintenance grading works report as at 31st May 2023. 
 

 
Clr Ramien returned to the meeting at 10:16am. 
 
07/2023/16 Service Progress Report as at 31st May 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Cooke and Hundy that Council receive and note 
the Progress Report as at 31st May 2023. 
 

 
Clr Woodcock asked if the Goangra Bridge had been opened, Acting Director Engineering 
and Technical Services Tim McLoughlin advised that the works on the bridge were in the 
final stages. It was noted that the project has taken over 12 months to complete. 
 
Clr Hundy asked if the progress of the roads projects were on budget. Acting Director 
Engineering and Technical Services Tim McLoughlin stated that most projects were tracking 
on budget. 
 
There was discussion regarding the delivery of boulders to the Lorne Road project, which 
were proposed for crushing but the machinery was unsuccessful in crushing the boulders to 
a satisfactory size. 
 
Acting Director Engineering and Technical Services Tim McLoughlin stated there were 
various issues in relation to the construction of roads and design standards that need to be 
brought to the Council’s attention via a report at a later date. 
 
It was suggested that a review of Council’s road priorities, design and construction methods 
should be an agenda item at the previously discussed informal meeting where all arising 
matters could be discussed at length, and clear way forward can be achieved. 
 
 
07/2023/17 Monthly Major Project Progress Report as at 31st May 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Cooke and Hundy that Council receive and note 
the monthly projects report as at 31st May 2023. 
 

 
 
07/2023/18 Flood Restoration Works Update as at 31st May 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Woodcock and Cooke that Council receive and 
note the flood restoration works report as at 31st May 2023. 
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07/2023/19 Lightning Ridge Bore Line 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy and Ramien that the existing bore line, be 
replaced with 200mm poly welded pipeline at a minimum depth of one (1) meter, 
approximately 5.1kms in length at a cost of $2.3million plus management costs. 
 

 
There was lengthy discussion regarding town water funds. Clr Woodcock stated that there 
should be funds transferred from the Walgett water fund to the Lightning Ridge water fund. 
 
Director Corporate Services Hafiz Malik stated that if Council takes the approached that each 
town has its own water fund, how will Council afford any future maintenance or upgrade 
projects in towns such as Collarenebri that are currently in deficit. 
 
Clr Woodcock advised that he requested an audit of the water funds previously, but it had 
never been completed.  
 
Clr Woodcock also stated that many years ago when Lightning Ridge required a new water 
tower, they received $500,000 in grant funding towards the $1 million dollar project. Clr 
Woodcock said they Mayor at the time stated the Walgett Water funds could not be used to 
make up the shortfall in the replacement water tower project, and from that Lightning Ridge 
raised the balance of the funds themselves. 
 
Clr Woodcock explained that Lightning Ridge paid that same water rates as Walgett and 
Collarenebri despite not having a dual water system. He stated that the increased water 
charges lead to a large accumulative total in the Lightning Ridge water fund to the sum of 
approximately $6 million dollars. The Lightning Ridge Bore line was costed to this fund at a 
cost of $1 million dollars. 
 
Director Corporate Services Hafiz Malik explained that council needs take a whole approach 
in relation to the water funds, and not an individual town approach. He also advised the Council 
that the transition to electronic water meters had commenced. 
 
Councillors stated that they had not been made aware of the upgrading of the meters to 
electronic. Acting Director Engineering and Technical Services Tim McLoughlin stated he 
would put a report to Council on the electronic water meter upgrade. 
 
Clr Ramien raised concern regarding the number of illegal connections to water meters that 
would be charged for. It was requested that during the upgrading of the meters, Council 
ensures illegal connections are resolved. 
 
Clr Rummery requested a report detailing that balance of each water fund, as it appeared 
there was major discrepancies in relation to what each balance should be.  
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

24 
 

07/2023/20 Report Under Preparation For Council  
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Woodcock and Hundy that Council note the list of 
Reports to Council, yet to be presented. 
 

 
Clr Ramien requested to know that status of the grant to upgrade the Collarenebri Caravan 
Park. 
 
Councillor Rummery requested more detailed be included in the report for clarity for 
Councillors on current projects. 
 
 
07/2023/21 Project Workload  
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Cooke and Ramien that Council note the 
generation of a Projects Register. 
 

 
 
07/2023/22 Development Approvals – May 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy and Ramien that Council note the 
information contained within this report. 
 

 
 
07/2023/23 Planning Proposal – Roads to Home Program – Gingie Village 
(DA/202154) Namoi Village (DA/2021/46) & Walli Village (DA/2023/18) 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Ramien and Seaton that the Planning Proposal for 
the rezoning of land at Gingie, Namoi and Walli Villages as outlined in the submission 
form Wakefield Planning, be submitted to the Department of Planning and Environment for 
a Gateway Determination. 
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07/2023/24 Development Application for Subdivision of Namoi Village (DA/2021/46) 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Ramien and Seaton that Council; 
 
1.  Pursuant to Section 4.16(1)(a) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 
 1979, grants deferred commencement consent to development application 
 DA2021/46, subject to the plans, documents and conditions outlined and described in 
 the Draft Conditions of Consent. 
 
2. Add the villages on Namoi and Walli to the Planning Proposal for rezoning of land at 
 Gingie Village as determined at its April 2023 meeting to be forwarded to the 
 Department of Planning and Environment for a Gateway determination. 
 
3. Advise the applicant that, Council is not prepared at this stage to accept care, control 
 and maintenance of either the water or the sewer systems at this stage, pending 
 acceptable outcomes of negotiations between Council, Walgett Local Aboriginal Land 
 Council and NSW Government in relation to provision of condition reports and 
 certification, any necessary upgrades to ensure the systems are operating to current 
 industry standard practices. 
 
For:    Against:   Absent: 
Clr Rummery       Clr Keir 
Clr Hundy       Clr Currey 
Clr Walford 
Clr Cooke 
Clr Woodcock 
Clr Ramien 
Clr Seaton 
 
 
 
07/2023/25 Development Application for Subdivision of Walli Village (DA/2023/18) 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Ramien and Cooke that Council: 
 
1.  That Council, pursuant to Section 4.16(1)(a) of the Environmental Planning and 
 Assessment Act, 1979, grants deferred commencement consent to development 
 application DA/2023/18, subject to the plans, documents and conditions outlined and 
 described in the Draft Conditions of Consent. 
 
2. Advise the applicant that Council is not prepared at this stage to accept care, 
 control and maintenance of either the water or the sewer systems at this stage, 
 pending acceptable outcomes of negotiations between Council,  Walgett Local 
 Aboriginal Land Council and NSW Government in relation to provision of condition 
 reports and certification, any necessary upgrades to ensure the systems are operating 
 to current industry standard practices. 
 
For:    Against:   Absent: 
Clr Rummery       Clr Keir 
Clr Hundy       Clr Currey 
Clr Walford 
Clr Cooke 
Clr Woodcock 
Clr Ramien 
Clr Seaton 
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07/2023/26 Matters Generally for Brief mention or Information Only from Director 
Environmental Services 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy and Cooke that Council receive and note the 
report. 
 
 
 
 
Council suspended the meeting for a recess break at 11:15am 
 
Council resumed the meeting at 11.25am 
 
 
07/2023/27 Motion  
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy and Cooke that the red/blue/green/yellow – 
coloured door trails in Lightning Ridge be repainted in their existing colours by Council and 
that John Murray be asked to repaint the numbers on each door and further that Council 
staff ensure the site of each door is tidy & free from weeds and debris. 
 
 

 
There was discussion amongst Councillors in relation to the cost of the project and how the 
project would be funded.  Acting General Manager informed the Council, that in previous 
years, Council had pledged $30,000 to assist the GGSMA with maintenance. It was noted that 
this budget has $80,000 for 2023/2024 and suggested that the upgrade of the car door project 
be paid from the same budget. It was agreed to by Council unanimously. 
 
It was requested that the Acting General Manager put a report to the next Council meeting in 
relation to the agreement between GGSMA and Council for the maintenance of the roads and 
related costs/funding from Council. 
 
07/2023/28 Notice of Motion for Recission   
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Hundy, Cooke, Seaton, Walford and Ramien that 
Council rescind the resolution 2/2023/4 “The Office of Local Government be requested to 
investigate the matter of Councillors and the Council”. 
 
For:    Against:   Absent: 
Clr Ramien                             Clr Rummery                          Clr Keir 
Clr Seaton   Clr Woodcock                           Clr Currey 
Clr Hundy      
Clr Walford 
Clr Cooke 
 
                                                                                                                               CARRIED 

 
Clr Woodcock requested to know why this motion, that was originally resolved by Council at 
the March 2023 meeting, had not been actioned. 
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Acting General Manager Hugh Percy, stated the there was much confusion following the 
dismissal of the previous General Manager. He stated that the motion to investigate the 
Council had not been raised until the Mayor raised the issue of the motion not being actioned 
at the June 2023 meeting. Acting General Manager Hugh Percy stated at such time the Mayor 
questioned where the motion to investigate Council was up to, he had received the notice of 
motion to rescind the motion in question and therefore did not proceed to act upon it. 
 
Clr Rummery stated that he was under the belief that the intent of the motion put forward on 
the day was to ensure clarity of the general managers dismissal. Clr Rummery urged the 
Council to rethink the rescission, and rather define the terms of reference of the motion to 
ensure the appropriate mattes were investigated as per  
 
Clr Hundy commented that there were 5 councillors in favour of the rescission, and that it 
should be voted on accordingly. 

Clr Rummery stated that should Council choose to rescind the motion after it was resolved 
(in a recorded vote 8 for/1 against) an estimated 95 days ago, it may look hypocritical to the 
public. 
 
Clr Ramien noted that there was no General Manager in place at the time and the Mayor 
action matters within Council at the time. Clr Ramien stated that perhaps the Mayor should 
have moved to action the motion to investigate at the time. 
 
 
07/2023/29 Questions on Notice  
 
Resolved on the motion of the Council, that the questions on notice put to Council by Clr 
Currey be deferred to the next Council meeting, to allow Clr Currey to speak to the 
questions put forward. 
 

 
 
07/2023/30 Move into Closed Session 
                                                                                                                    Time: 11:56pm 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Woodcock and Ramien that the public be excluded 
from the meeting pursuant to Sections 10A (2)(a), (c) & (d)(ii) of the Local Government Act 
1993 on the basis that the items deal with; 
 
(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
 
(c) that information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person 
with whom the Council is conducting business (or proposed to conduct business) 
 
(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
 
         (ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the Council. 
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07/2023/31 Return to Open Session 
                                                                                                                     Time: 12:49pm 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Cooke and Hundy that Council return to open 
session. 
 

 
 
Resolutions passed in closed session brought forward into open session. 
 
 
07C/2023/1 Minutes of the Closed Ordinary Council Meeting – 23rd May 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Walford and Hundy that the minutes of the closed 
meeting held 23rd May 2023 as itemised in minute numbers 05C/2023/1 to 05C/2023/6 
pages 2 to 4, be confirmed. 
 

 
 
07C/2023/2 Minutes of the Closed Extra Ordinary Council Meeting – 6th June 2023 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Cooke and Walford that the minutes of the closed 
meeting held 6th June 2023 as itemised in minute numbers 06C/2023/1 to 06C/2023/2 
pages 2 to 3, be confirmed. 
 

 
 
07C/2023/3 Western Herald Sponsorship 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Cooke and Walford that the minutes of the closed 
meeting held 6th June 2023 as itemised in minute numbers 06C/2023/1 to 06C/2023/2 
pages 2 to 3, be confirmed. 
 

 
 
07C/2023/4 Western Herald Sponsorship 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Cooke and Hundy that the General Manager 
prepare a report to Council on advertising and sponsorship of all print media, which details 
the full costs of advertising and sponsorship (of each media outlet) fees incurred by 
Council. 
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07C/2023/5 Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Walford and Cooke that based on the findings of 
the report on the condition of the Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool; 
 
1.   The Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool be decommissioned, and that Council 
immediately have plans prepared to replace the pool and then urgently source funding for 
such replacement. 
 
2.   The local swimming club and community be consulted on whether there is interest in 
transporting swimmers to the Lightning Ridge Pool on a regular basis. 
 
3.    That local member for Barwon Mr Roy Butler MP and The Hon Chris Minns MP be 
invited to Council to discuss funding options with Council. 
 

 
 
07C/2023/6 Kookaburra Court - Walgett 
 
Resolved on the motion of Councillors Walford and Hundy that; 
 
1. Council consider re-activating the use of this building to accommodate for, but not 
limited to; 
 

- Contractors – generally – minimal cost 
- Contractors – Council – minimal cost 
- First responders – minimal cost 
- RFS Training programs – minimal cost 

 
2. The re-activation be stages with Stage 1 being the 4 rooms and caretakers’ 
accommodation be prepared for use. 
 
3. Council’s Property Officer be authorised to prepare the facility for use and seek suitable 
caretaker(s) from within the community to manage the facility. 
 
4. Prior to any costs being incurred that a schedule of work/costs/fees be report to Council 
for approval. 
 
5. The matter be put out to public consultation and a further report be put to Council, 
summarising community feedback. 
 
 

 
 
** It should be noted that the matter of the Walgett Splash Park Power Supply, resolved to be 
moved from open session into closed session for discussion, was not reconsidered by Council 
at the meeting held on 5th July 2023. It is suggested that this report be resubmitted to the 31st 
July 2023 meeting, in closed session reports, to gain a formal resolution by Council. ** 
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With no further business the meeting was closed by Deputy Mayor Rummery at 12.50pm 
 
 
To be confirmed at the next meeting of Council. 
 
 
 
______________________________    __________________________ 
Mayor        General Manager 
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5. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY/NON PECUNIARY 
INTERESTS 
 
Councillors and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any 
matters listed before them. 
 
In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and 
conflicts of interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you. 
 
Councillors may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at 
any time during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a 
declaration. 
 
Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest. 
 

Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/Non-
Pecuniary 

Reason 
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6. MAYORAL MONTHLY REPORT 
6.1 MAYORAL REPORT – APRIL 2023 
 
REPORTING SECTION:  Office of Mayor 
AUTHOR:    Jane Keir OAM 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0202 
 
Summary: 
This report provides Council with information regarding the activities of the Mayor for the 
past month. 
 
Background: 
I would like to warmly welcome our new GM, Megan Dixon to her first meeting on 31.7.23 at 
Walgett Shire Council. 
 
The interviews for our new Director of Engineering & Technical Services were held on 11.7.23 
& we look forward to the appointment of our new Director shortly. 
 
Deputy Mayor, Greg Rummery officially opened NAIDOC week at Walgett Shire Council on 
10.7.23, he welcomed a large crowd on the lawns in front of Council. 
George McCormick, our Manager Community Development reported that the celebrations 
across the Shire were well received & supported. 
 
On 17.7.23 I attended the Freedom Ride Memorial Park opening & website launch at the AMS. 
It is now 58 years since a bus load of students with Charlie Perkins in 1965 came to Walgett 
& changed our history forever for the betterment of all aboriginal people in Western NSW. 
 
The annual Lightning Ridge Opal Festival will be on again from 26.7.23 to 29.7.23 this will be 
another huge tourist attraction for the Ridge. 
The LR Festival began in the mid 70’s & has grown every year since that time, hopefully you 
will all be able to attend one of the many attractions. 
 
On 27.7.23 I will travel to Bourke to attend the Barwon Darling CAG Meeting. 
 
I hope to attend the Western Division Conference in Cobar from 9.8.23 to 11.8.23 
 
Monthly Mayoral Report 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Mayoral report for July 2023 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES/DELEGATES 
Nil 

 

8. CORRESPONDENCE AND PETITIONS 
Nil 
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9. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS 
9.1 ACTING GENERAL MANAGER  

9.1.1 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – JULY 2023 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Acting General Manager - Hugh Percy  
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 
 
Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered 
at the previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last 
meeting where items that have been completed are included.  Councillors are reminded that 
any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register has 
grown in size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always 
possible to resolve issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or 
Council’s own in-house resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters 
awaiting attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager 
prior to the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor 
issues more expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council and Manex Team. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised 
with the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – July 2023 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for July 2023 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
 
 
Please note no update has been provided for the June & July meeting by the Director 
Corporate or the Acting Director of Engineering/Technical Services 
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14.02.17 1/2017/15 Loan to Lightning Ridge Opal & Fossil Centre Inc. 
(a) That the Chief Financial Officers report be received. 
(b) That the Council provide a zero interest loan of $48,000 to the Lightning Ridge Opal 

and Fossil Centre Inc. for the purpose of completing a procurement plan, project 
management plan, risk management plan and asset management plan. 

(c) The loan be repaid over five (5) years as follows; 9/01/18 - $10,000, 9/1/2019 - 
$10,000, 9/1/20 - $10000, 9/1/21 - $10,000, 9/1/22 - $8,000. 

(d) That Walgett Shire Council and the Lightening Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre Inc. enter 
into a formal loan agreement and the General Manager be authorised to execute the 
loan agreement and the Council Seal be affixed to the loan document. 

(e) That a Council officer nominated by the General Manager (Chief Financial Officer) 
becomes a Board Member of the Lightning Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre to oversee 
Council’s financial interests. 

GM 30/05/22 Items (a) to (d) have been completed. GM to report to 
Council 

23.5.17 4/2017/34 

Lightning Ridge Bore Baths 
1. Council receive the CFO report 
2. 2. Council make provision of $100,000 in the 2017/18 budget for renewal of the 

Lightning Ridge Bore Bath between Nov 17 and April 18 
3. Recommendations of the structural assessment be implemented 
4. The General Manager arrange for a design and cost of the bore bath renewal and 

submit this to Council for consideration 

CFO 

27.6.17 Quotation for design & construction to be called in coming months. Work to 
be carried out during November 17 to March 18 
18.9.17 CFO in discussions with firm for engineers design 
18.10.17 CFO Issued purchase order for design of new tank 
22.11.17 Draft plan Received  -RFQ to be issued 
13.12.17 Waiting on new specifications & plan 
18.4.18 Project postponed until November 2018.   
18.4.18 RFQ to be issued and contractor engaged prior to October 2018 
17.4.19 RFT Underway for October March 19/20 
12.12.19 RFQ document under external review  
18.03.21 Options being investigated  
15.11.2021 GM to call tender for new pool when additional grant funds become 
available 

In progress 

26.09.17 9/2017/25 

That Council resolve to acquire Mr.and Mrs Raymond Pike’s land within which the current Council-
maintained section of O’Neils Road runs, then surrender the Council-Controlled section of corridor 
to Mr And Mrs Raymond Pike. 

DETS 

8.9.17 DETS hold talks with Mr Raymond Pike and his wife. They verbally agreed 
to the swap. 
5.11.17 Quotes received for cadastral survey  
30.03.18 Cadastral survey completed  
16.06.19 Work in Progress 
22.10.2019 Work in progress 
14.02.2020 Work in progress 
17.03.2020 Work in progress 
20.05.2020 work in progress 
9/6/2020 work in progress 
22/7/2020 work in progress 
16/9/2020 collected all the information required and the process in completion 
stage. 
21/10/2020 Council’s crown land manager is working on it. 
16/11/2020  “                                      “  
14/02/2022 GM to follow up as current status 
14.09.2022 Waiting on transfer of ownership 
20.03.2023 No status change - ongoing 

In progress 

26.09.17 9/2017/26 

1.That Council resolves to authorise acquisition by compulsory process, of the Walgett Levee  
corridor through Lot 7024 DP1021106, Lot 7012 DP1021112, Lot 7301 DP1155276, Lot 7013 
DP1030416, Lot 7300 DP1155957, Lot 702 DP1051575, Lot 7001 DP1051908, Lot 3 DP1123824, 
Lot 703 DP1056310, Lot 7031 DP1055946 and Lot 7009 DP1055947. 
2. That Council resolves to make an application to the Minister to approve the compulsory 
acquisition process. 

DETS 

5.11.17 Quote received for cadastral survey  
10.1.18 Quote accepted  
16.08.18 Survey ongoing 
16.06.19 Work in progress 
9.09.2019  work in progress 
22.10.019 Work in progress 
14.02.2020 Work in progress 
17.03.2020 Received survey plan   
20.04.2020 Registration is in progress 
20.05.2020  work in progress 
9/6/2020 work in progress 

Waiting on 
approval from 
crown lands 
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22/7/2020 work in progress 
16/9/2020 work in hold  at this stage as the related staff  has other important  other 
commitments  
18.03.21 Crown Lands to authorise licence  
20.03.2023 No Status change - ongoing 

03.04.19 2/2019/23 

That Council determines to make minor amendments to the Draft Walgett Shire Rural Residential 
Strategy that reflect “Lightning Ridge Candidate Area B” is the most appropriate site based on 
community consultation and the limited number of potential lots (4 stated in the strategy) for 
“Lightning Ridge Candidate Area C”. 

DES 

Council has received funding from Department of Planning Industry and 
Environment to undertake completion of the planning proposal. Consultants 
Cityplan have commenced work on the project. 
Cityplan’s name has changed to “Gyde” 

• Gyde has received a draft servicing report from SMEC and are working 
through it with them; 

• The bridging report is under preparation with the intention of it being 
finalised shortly after the engineering issues are closed out; and  

• The bridging report will be provided to Council’s DES for review. Gyde 
will then amend the report as required. 

09/02/2022 – TEAMS meeting with Gyde Planning and DPIE representatives on 
Friday 4/02/2022 to discuss recommendations of Bridging Report. 
15/02/2022 – Further technical analysis required by Gyde Planning. 
14.09.2022 Waiting on response from consultant 
10.10.2022 Director seeking to obtain support from DPE (formally DPIE). 
15.02.2023 Waiting on response from NSW Planning to progress the matter 
07.06.2023 Council Consultant Allan Wiebe is seeking quotes from planning 
consultants to progress the matter.  

In progress 

17.12.19 12/2019/4 Council investigate the options of highlighting Mr Frederick York Wolseley’s contribution towards the 
shearing industry in the form of a monument and associated historical information GM 

GM investigating tourist possibilities 
Rural Aid project 
11.07.2022 Signage wording underway 

In Progress 

28.04.20 3/2020/15 
That Council endorse Council Officers to advertise and write to owners of businesses that they 
believe require this Annual Fire Safety certificate, on the basis of the report to complete a tender for 
Council, but offsetting travel and accommodation costs for active community Business Owners 
whom wish to part of the process. 

DES 

Delayed pending appointment of new DES. 
15.11.2021 To be followed up by DES in early 2022.  
15.02.2022 – Consultation with business owners to commence in March ’22.  
19.04.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigate 
14.09.2022 Health & Building Surveyor to commence notifications 
21.03.2023 See Assistant Director Report to March 2023 Council Meeting 

Ongoing 

25/08/20 9/2020/23 1. Prepare a Planning Proposal to amend the Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013 by relocating 
“intensive plant agriculture” from Permitted with consent to Permitted without consent in the RU1 
Primary Production zone. 
2. Forward the planning proposal to NSW planning, industry & environment with a request for a 
gateway determination; 
3. Request delegation from the Minister to “make” the amendment to the Walgett Local 
Environmental Plan 2013; 
4. Give delegation to the General Manager to make any minor alterations as requested by NSW 
Planning, Industry & Environment; and 
5. Undertake the state agency and public consultation as per the requirements of the Gateway 
Determination and Schedule 1, Clause 4 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979,  

DES 

Work on this project is suspended due to high number of development applications 
and enquiries. 
15.02.2022 – No change 
14.09.2022 DES to apply for grant 
10.11.2022 Project did not meet requirements for grant. Now applying to Western 
Region Planning for assistance to progress project. 
15.02.2023 Waiting on response from NSW Planning to progress the matter 
07.06.2023 Council consultant Allan Wiebe is seeking quotes from planning 
consultants and/or NSW Agriculture to workshop the issues and advise Council. 

In progress 

15.12.20 15/2020/17 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Conduct a trial of bin banks in the vicinity of the existing Landfills at Grawin and Sheepyard. 
2. Following the appointment of a casual Landfill Attendant site locations and number of bins be 
rolled out in a phased manner following a community consultation process. 

DES 

Negotiations with stakeholders has commenced. 
19.04.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigate 
18.05.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigating relevant 
licenses for land at Glengarry and Grawin 
27.07.2022 DES has been in contact with land holder at proposed site and awaiting 
his return to discuss further. 
14.09.2022 Health and Building Surveyor to progress in October 2022 
10.11.2022 DES has spoken with owner and confirmed location of bins.  
Roadworks and site set-up for bins to be carried out in 2023 
15.02.2023 Waiting on Crown Land for licensing 

In progress 

27.04.21 4/2021/15 Council accepts the tender for the refurbishment of the grandstand at the Collarenebri Race Track 
from GLETAN GROUP in the sum of $360,495.11 excluding GST CFO 22.07.21 Project underway In progress 
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15.11.21 Bar area 95% complete, main steel supports are in place, holes for 
foundations being prepared 
20.06.22 Gletan Group submitted a claim for extras which has been referred to the 
project manager at Barnson’s 
11.07.22 Gletan Group are continuing to drill holes for foundations and are 
anticipating a completion date of 12 August 2022 
14.09.2022 Health & Building Surveyor to inspect and sign off. 
15.02.2023 Waiting on structural engineer (Barson’s) to come back with report. 
21.03.2023 Builder to rectify defects in bar area of refurbishment 

29.06.21 6/2021/3 

A. Council authorise the General Manager to further investigate the Walgett Aero Club proposal for 
an Avgas fuelling station at the Lightning Ridge Airport. 
B. The General Manager report back to Council on the outcome of investigations. 

GM 

15.11.2021 The General Manager has spoken to Committee members and is 
waiting on financial information. 
19.04.2022 GM to report to May 2022 meeting re tender option for provision of 
fuelling station. 
20.06.2022 Airport Manager preparing scope of works 
27.07.2022 Draft Scope of Works has been received and is in editing process 

In progress 

22.02.22 3/2022/22 b) That Council agree to sell both Lot 156 and Lot 157 DP 882747 Duff Street Walgett to Michael 
Hughes Transport for $85,000 (GST exclusive). 
c) A condition of sale being, the blocks are land locked and Council is not obligated to provide 
access via Duff Street, with connection to water/septic services, power, and Council’s half share of 
fencing, and removal of soiled fill, and relocation of the septic main to allow development be at the 
expense of Michael Hughes Transport. 
d) The General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the sale of documents and the 
Council’s Seal be affixed accordingly.  

GM 19.04.22 GM wrote to interested parties and has, so far, not received a response. 
10/11/22 Waiting on response 

Waiting on 
response from 

prospective 
purchasers 

30.05.22 6/2022/17 Construction Collarenebri Artesian Hot Spring 
(b) Enter into a contract with Lukas Building and Excavation for the construction of a 15m circular 
pool, associated amenities, park furniture, BBQ with shelter and seating, concrete paths, 
concourse and stormwater drainage, as per Quotation No. 264, at a price of $1,127,400 (ex GST), 
and the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the contract and other relevant 
documents on behalf of Council 
(c) The Council Seal be affixed to the Contract. 
(d) Allocate $170,000 for the piping and pumping of water to and from the artesian hot spring pool. 
(e) Allocate $205,876 additional funding for the construction of the pool and amenities. 
 

GM/ 
CFO 

20.06.2022 Design in progress 
27.07.2022 GM waiting on design of circular pool and children’s pool 
22.08.2022 Design complete. Engineers design in progress 
12.12.2022 Design for wastewater complete. Tender for construction issued. 
15.02.2022 Architect redesigning size of pool 
28.02.2023 Superseded by new resolution 1/2023/25 

COMPLETE 

28.06.22 7/2022/8 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
1. Council join with the Far North West Joint Organisation (FNWJO) and all member Councils in 
establishing a Shared Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) in accordance with section 
428B of the Local Government Act 19333 
2. Council delegate authority to the FNWJO to appoint the chair and 2 independent members to 
form the ARIC to serve the FNWJO and all 3 member Councils. 
4. Council adopt the Draft Terms of Reference developed for the operation of the ARIC, noting the 
initial revised term to cater for the shorter period to be served by the current Council and the fact 
that there is no current need for the Chair to be pre-qualified at this stage. 
6. Applications, as detailed in the Expression of Interest document, be called for by the placement 
of advertisements in the local papers circulating in each of the towns within the FNWJO area, 
together with the websites of each of the member Councils, to provide local residents the 
opportunity to apply to become a member of the shared committee, if they are suitably qualified 
and wish to apply. 

GM 

11.07.2022 Deputy Mayor is Council delegate to ARIC. FNWJO recruiting the chair 
and independent members. 
12.12.2022 Advertising for Chairperson & Committee Members to commence early 
February 2023 

In progress 

26.07.22 8/2022/6 Section 355 Progress and Development Committees – Burren Junction Progress Committee and 
Walgett Community Development Committee: 
4. Council advertise, requesting interested community members nominate for membership to the 
abovementioned 355 committees of Council. GM 

27.07.2022 Advertising for committee members to commence August 2022 
14.09.2022 Advertising complete. Report to September 2022 Ordinary Meeting 
10.10.2022 Re-advertising of Walgett Community Development Committee 
commencing as there were not enough EOI’s received to form the committee.  
Report to October 2022 Ordinary Meeting for Burren Junction Progress Committee 
10.11.22 Burren Junction Progress Committee selected by Council on 27/10/22 
and have been advised in writing. 

Partially 
Complete 
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26.07.22 8/2022/19 Purchase of Property at Carinda: 
2. Council approves the purchase of 23 Colin St, Carinda; being described as Lot 2 DP309612 
having a purchase price of $15,000 
3. The General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the necessary documents to finalise 
the purchase. 
4. The property be classified as operational 

GM/ 
DES 22.08.2022 Council’s solicitor has commenced purchase process In progress 

30.08.22 10/2022/24 Long-Term Strategy for Lots 1 to 75 DP838673 
1. Call for Expressions of Interest for the grazing rights to Lots 1 to 75 DP838673 for an initial two 
(2) year period 
2. develop a proposal for the staged development of the subdivision to be full costed to include all 
services; power, water, effluent, sealed internal roads and high speed NBN 

GM 10.11.2022 Basic investigation commenced in terms of land categorisations In progress 

30.08.22 10/2022/26 Fixing Local Roads Program – Lorne Road Reconstruction and Sealing of 5.79kms 
1. Decline to accept the variation proposal submitted by McMahon Services Australia Pty Ltd 
2. Enter into a deed of mutual termination with McMahon Services Australia Pty Ltd to bring 
responsibilities and obligations of both parties, under the contract, to an end 
3. Immediately commence reconstruction and sealing of 5.79kms of Lorne Road, Lightning Ridge, 
using Council day labour and local sub-contractors 
4. Immediately commence formal discussion with TfNSW regarding possible cost overrun of all 
TfNSW projects due to price escalations in fuel, road construction materials and sub-contractor 
rates. 

DETS 

14.09.2022 Deed of release executed.  Subcontractors to commence work in 
October 2022 
10.10.2022 Works scheduled to commence late October 2022 (weather permitting) 
20.03.2023 Work Commenced 2023 

In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/12 Partial Road Closure – Bill O’Brien Way, Lightning Ridge 
1. The partial closure of Bill O’Brien Way from Lot 79 to the western end of Lot 78 DP820469, 
being Crown Reserve 230076, as proposed in the above report. 
2. Council approve construction of ‘Anyone Can Play Park’ on that part of the partially closed road 
(Bill O’Brien Way) and Lot 78 DP820469 (being Crown Reserve 230076). 
3. Council construct a small toilet facility with one (1) unisex ambulant and one (1) accessible 
toilet, if required by DPIE recommendations. 

DETS/ 
Ramesh 

10.10.2022 Road closure process has commenced 
12.12.2022 DPIE has approved new site in Rotary Park 
20.03.2023 No Status change - ongoing 

In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/23 Lease of space on Collarenebri Water Tower 
2. That Council enter into a lease with Field Solutions Group P/L for lease of part Lot 1462 
DP862540; being approximately 8m x 4m in size, for a period of five (5) years, with an option of a 
further 5 x 5 term options. 
4. The Council Seal be affixed to the Lease Agreement and the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to execute the lease documents. 

GM 10.10.2022 Lease documents requested 
12.12.2022 GM Reviewing Lease Agreement In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/24 Lease to Graincorp Operations Ltd – Part road reserve adjacent to Kamilaroi Highway, Burren 
Junction 
2. That Council enter into a lease with Graincorp Operations Limited for lease of part Road 
Reserve, described as; the proposed lease area is located with the land area bounded by Lot 7300 
DP 1153362 to its west, Lot 53 DP 753925 and part of Lot 7004 DP 1032424 to its north, Lot 54 
DP 753926 to its east, the Kamilaroi Highway/Slacksmith Street corridor to its South, and Lot 65 
DP 721416 along this lot’s north and east boundaries, excluding a 20 metre public road corridor 
along the northern and eastern boundary for a period of Five (5) years with an option to renew for 
a further Five (5) years. 
4. The Council Seal be affixed to the lease agreement and the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to execute the Lease documents. 
5. Council formally contact adjoining landowners, advising of the lease arrangement of the public 
road corridor. 
6. Council place the lease arrangement on Public Display, for a period of 28 days, calling for 
submissions from the public. 

GM/ 
DETS 

04.10.2022 Lease arrangement placed on public exhibition, closing 1st Nov. 2022.  
20.10.2022 New report to Council requesting further 5x5 year extension options. 
10.11.2022 Legal issues being reviewed by Solicitors from both parties 
15.02.2023 Waiting on further information from Graincorp. 

In progress 
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27.10.22 12/2022/15  Rebates to Churches and other Not-For-Profit Organisations (Section 356) 
2. A review be conducted of Council’s Rebates to Churches and other Not-For-Profit Organisations 
Policy and the list of recipients for the 2023/204 financial year. 

CFO 10.11.2022 A review to be conducted by Rates officer for February 2023. Not yet 
commenced 

27.10.22 12/2022/27 Lease to Graincorp – Part Road Reserve Adjacent to Kamilaroi Highway, Burren Junction 
2. That Council offer Graincorp Operations Limited a further two (2), five (5) year lease options in 
the lease document for the land described as: “the proposed lease area is located with the land 
area bounded by Lot 7300 DP 1153362 to its west, Lot 53 DP 753925 and part of Lot 7004 DP 
1032424 to its north, Lot 54 DP 753926 to its east, the Kamilaroi Highway/Slacksmith Street 
corridor to its south, and Lot 65 DP 721416 along this lot’s north and east boundaries, excluding a 
20 metre public road corridor along the northern and eastern boundary”.  

GM 10.11.2022 Legal issues being reviewed by Solicitors from both parties In progress 

27.10.22 12/2022/28 Licence Agreement between Walgett Shire Council and PCYC Walgett 
3. That the General Manager be authorised to execute to Lease Agreement and the Council Seal 
be affixed to the Licence Agreement 

GM 21.03.2023 Annual User Agreement Executed  COMPLETE 

22.11.22 13/2022/16 That Council approve the additional plant purchases as detailed in Table 6.0 and these be 
allocated to the long-term financial plan for the financial years as allotted in Table 6.0 

CFO 12.12.2022 To be included in the draft LTFP in January 2023 
15.02.2023 Report to 28 March 2023 meeting. In progress 

22.11.22 13/2022/21 That Walgett Shire Council joins with Local Government NSW and Country Mayors Association of 
NSW in declaring a State-wide Road Emergency 

GM 21.03.2023 Declaration sent to County Mayors Association COMPLETE 

20.12.22 14/2022/20 That Council approve the Walgett CBD 40KPH Zone as per the proposed area sketches contained 
in the report tabled (Items 9.2.4) 

DETS 
15.02.2023 Preliminary information is with Transport for NSW for approval.  TfNSW 
will also assist with pushing for funding 
20.03.2023 Tf NSW doing concept design  

In progress 

20.12.22 14/2022/23 That Walgett Shire Council resolve to disperse a grant of $3,905.00 from the Walgett Shire Council 
Local Heritage Fund 2022-023, in accordance with the recommendations of the Council’s Heritage 
Advisor.  (Applicant: Dale Bowden – 152-156 Fox Street, Walgett) 
 DES 15.02.2023 Applicant has been notified and we are now waiting on works to be 

completed before funds can be remitted. In progress 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

41 
 

20.12.22 14/2022/26 Lease to Services NSW – Walgett Services Agency (RMS) 
2. Renew the lease of the Walgett Motor Registry with Service NSW for a further three (3) years 
with a commencing rental of $35,778.28 (excl. GST) per annum, with an option for a further three 
(3) years with a fixed 3% increase on the option in 2026 
3. The Council Seal be affixed to the Lease Agreement and the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to execute the Lease Agreement 

GM 15.02.2023 Waiting on lease documents from Service NSW In progress 

28.02.23 1/2023/21 That the Walgett Shire Council Draft Community Participation Plan 2023 be placed on public 
exhibition for a period of 28 days from the 1st March 2023 until 28th March, at 4:30pm, inviting 
submissions from the public during this time. 
 DES 

01.03.2023 WSC Draft Community Participation Plan was placed on public 
exhibition 
21.03.2023 Report to be submitted to April 2023 Council Meeting 

COMPLETED 

28.02.23 1/2023/25 Collarenebri Artesian Hot Spring 
a)  That Council accepts the revised quotation from Lukas Building and Excavation at a price of 
$1,493,846 (excluding GST); 
b)  That Council amends the contract for the construction of the Collarenebri Artesian Hot Spring 
as per the revised quotation from Lukas Building and Excavation to $1,493,846 (excluding GST); 
and 
c)  That the Council Seal be affixed to the contract. 
 

GM 21.03.2023 Contract is in readiness for signing In Progress 

26.04.23 4/2023/7 Council’s Decision Action Report – February 2023 
1. That the Resolution Register for February 2023 be received and noted 
2. That the Acting General Manager investigate the legal structure and financial 

implications for Council, if a Council Officer became a Board member of the Lightning 
Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre Inc and report to the May 2023 Council Meeting 

GM   

26.04.23 4/2023/9 Cryon Court Case- Financial Implications 
 

(a) That Council approves an increase to the vote for Legal Expenses by $400,000 of 
untied funds, resulting in a revised vote with a total sum of $1,163,030 for (estimated) 
legal expenses. 

(b) That Mr Greg Wear of GJ Wear Pty Ltd who has completed the development of a 
training package be approached to provide presentations to the Safety Summit in 
Tamworth and/or Dubbo as per the Court Order. 

(c) That the Acting General Manager provide a report to the May 2023 Council meeting 
detailing the full and entire costs of the Cryon Court Case matter, also detailing as 
estimated amount that Council can recover from insurance. 

GM   

26.04.23 4/2023/10 Dick Colless Memorial Scholarship Awards 
That Council adopt the following recommendations for the award of scholarships in 2023 and 
arrange a presentation ceremony to coincide with the June-July university vacations when it is 
anticipated that the majority of the students will be home. 
 
 
Hareem Sohail Doctor of Medicine                                       $1,000 
Mahad Sohail Bachelor of Nursing                                       $1,000 
Jack Witts  Certificate III in Engineering & Fabrication  $1,000 
Billy Witts  Certificate III in Engineering & Fabrication  $1,000 
Bridgette Fitzgerald Associate Degree in Law    $1,000 
Hugh Ricardo Bachelor of Science & Bachelor of Advanced  
                                               Studies (Agriculture)                      
                                                                                                                 $1,000 
Clancy Barry Certificate IV Veterinary Nursing    $1,000 

GM   
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Jemima Powell Bachelor of Occupational Therapy (Honours)                     $1,000 
Georgia Hiscox Bachelor of Education (K-6)    $    660 
Heidi Powell Bachelor of Social Work    $    660 
Phoebe Lamph Bachelor of Education (K-6)    $    660 
 

26.04.23 4/2023/11 Recruitment of General Manager 
 
1. Local Government NSW be engaged to undertake the Recruitment of General Manager for 
Walgett Shire Council at a fixed fee of $15,000 + GST with 1/3 of the agreed fee invoiced on 
acceptance of assignment, 1/3 invoiced on presentation of shortlist and the balance invoiced on 
successful placement. (This is the same fee charged in 2018 for recruitment of Walgett’s previous 
General Manager.) 
 
2. In addition to facilitating this recruitment process, this fee also includes LGNSW assisting 
Council to negotiate and draft the General Manager’s Performance Agreement, and, 
 
3. In addition Council agree to such additional costs including; 
 (a) Omnia Psychometric Profile testing at $450 + GST per assessment 
 (b) Advertising; 
  - Print media, nominated jobs boards, e.g. SEEK, Council Jobs, LG Job 
  Directory, Careers at Council LinkedIn, LG Assist. 
  LGNSW website and Careers at Council (complimentary) based on 
experience it is expected these costs to be in the order of $2,000. 
 
4. Candidates’ criminal and educational background checks $350 + GST per candidate 
 
5. Candidates’ travel and accommodation expenses: variable depending on the number of 
candidates and where they are travelling from 
 
6. Consultant travel expenses (approx. $2,000) based on each site visit for this proposal for one 
consultant. 
 
7. A selection panel be established comprising the Mayor and Councillors 
 
8. The AGM be the nominated Council contact for the position. 
 

GM   

26.04.23 4/2023/13 Motion  
 
(1) investigate the option to purchase the block of land next to the proposed Collarenebri Bore 
Bath site and submit a report to the May 2023 Council meeting; 
 
(2) submit a report to the May 2023 Council meeting, updating Council on the progress of the 
Collarenebri Showground upgrade works, and providing alternative arrangements for female 
jockey changerooms should the upgrade works not be completed before the annual racing 
meeting in September 2023. 
 

GM   

26.04.23 4/2023/27 Return and Earn Subsidies 
1. Council’s Director of Environmental Services be authorised to arrange collection and transport 
of recyclable containers collected on behalf of schools and non-profit organisations for processing 
in central locations. Support to be provided only when and where operationally feasible. 
 
2. Authorise a refund on annual waste charge for servicing a 240L waste bin for an authorised 
Return and Earn premises contracted to Tomra Cleanaway ($535.00 in 2022-23). 

DES 
15.05.2023 1. To be actioned 
                    2. Return and Earn operators advised of Council decision 
                    3. Operators advised 

In progress 
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3. Return and Earn operators be required to purchase their own 240L Bin to receive a credit on 
annual waste charges. 
 

26.04.23 4/2023/28 Annual Fire Safety Statements 
1. Adopt the following priorities in implementation of a building fire safety program. 
 
 (a) Priority 1 – Premises accommodating unrelated persons e.g. Caravan Parks,  
  motels and boarding houses etc 
 (b) Priority 2 – Premises considered essential to local community functions e.g.  
  Council chambers, supermarkets, doctors, rural pubs etc 
(c) Priority 3 – Other premises with statutory fire safety equipment. 
 
2. 
 
 (a) Contact owners of non-government premises identified under Priority 1 offering 
  to make an offset payment for travel and accommodation costs to contract 
fire   safety  services on a dollar for dollar basis. 
 
 (b) That each year a maximum payment of $250.00 be made to any ratepayer. 
 
3. Delegate authority to the General Manger to endorse an offset payment for accommodation and 
travel costs for statutory fire safety compliance and non-government premises listed under Priority 
1. 
 
4. Allocate an additional expenditure item of $5,000 in the 2023-2024 budget for non-government 
Priority 1 premises and a further report be provided to Council. 
 
5. Council owned premises be brought into compliance with the requirement for installation and 
maintenance of Fire Safety Systems. 
 

DES 15.05.2023 Resolution to be actioned  In Progress 

26.04.23 4/2023/29 Burren Junction Progress Association – Indian Myna Birds 
 
That Council authorise the allocation of funds for a trapping program to the Burren Junction 
Progress Association on a dollar for dollar basis of up to $500.00 to assist in the control of Indian 
Myna Birds. 
 
 

DES 15.05.2023 Council Regulatory Officer to liaise with Burren Junction Progress 
Association. COMPLETED 

26.04.23 4/2023/30 Regional Housing Program – Flying Squad 
 
That Council delegate authority to the General Manager to enter a deed of agreement for Walgett 
Shire Council to participate in the Regional Housing Program. DES 

15.05.2023 1. Contract has been signed and submitted to DPIE (NSW Dept of                                                                               
Planning) 
                    2.  Future development applications for housing to be referred to 
Housing   Flying Squad 

COMPLETED 

26.04.23 4/2023/33 Development Application 2021/54 – For Subdivision and Planning Proposal for Subdivision and 
Rezoning Gingie Village. 
 
 
1. Council, pursuant to Section 4.16 (1)(a) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 
1979 grants deferred commencement consent to development application DA2021/54, subject to 
the plans, documents and conditions outlined and described in the Draft Conditions of Consent. 

DES 
15.05.2023  1. Deferred commenced determination issued 
                    2. Planning proposal to be submitted to DPIE 
                    3. Applicant to be formally advised of Council’s decision 

COMPLETED 
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2. Council, submit the Planning Proposal for rezoning of land at Gingie Village as outlined in the 
submission from Wakefield Planning provided in the attachment to the Department of Planning 
and Environment for a Gateway determination. 
 
3. The applicant be advised the Council is not prepared to accept care, control and maintenance of 
either the water or sewer systems at this stage, pending the acceptable outcomes of negotiations 
between Council, Walgett Local Aboriginal Land Council and NSW Government in relation to 
provision of condition reports and certification, any necessary upgrades to endure the systems are 
operating to current industry standard practices. 
 

26.04.23 4/2023/36 Landfill Fees- Roads to Home Project 
 
That the landfill fees for the disposal of asbestos, contaminated soil and general waste for the 
Roads to Home Project be quoted as $70/m3. DES 15.05.2023 Roads to Home assisting with preparation of landfill plans and 

approvals In Progress 

26.04.23 4/2023/37 Motion 
 
that part of the approx. $3.2 m of Lighting Ridge Water Funds be used to replace the collapsing 
water supply within the township of Lightning Ridge, and that a further report concerning design 
and costing be submitted to the Council.  
 
 

DETS & 
DCS   

26.04.23 4/2023/38 Motion 
 
that Council obtain fresh tenders for fencing the Collarenebri Cemetery. 

DETS   

26.04.23 4/2023/39 Motion 
 
that Council endorse the proposals of the Traffic Committee Meeting held on 12th April 2023. 
 

DETS   

26.04.23 4/2023/40 Motion 
 
Council commence arrangements to acquire the 3 Mile Road at Lightning Ridge.  
 

GM & 
DCS   

26.04.23 4/2023/41 Motion 
 
that Council undertake a study for establishment and design of bore. 
 

DETS   

26.04.23 4/2023/42 Motion 
 
that Council; 
 
• Relocate the existing gates on the Eastern boundary to south of the new 
 multipurpose courts. 
• Delete the Futsal courts and retain tennis courts due to construction costs. 
• Keep the spectator seating as per the attached court layout plan / use existing stands 
 in the complex next to the proposed Courts to reduce costs. 
• Relocate the new gates on Fox street to the south end of the courts / relocate the 
 existing bollard fence to allow additional parking / remove trees to suit. 
• Reduce the Netball / Basketball courts to three to eliminate moving the existing 
 sewer main. 
• Prepare a new draft plan to be drawn with agreed options for review /discussion. 

DETS   
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• Call for Tenders on the design and construction of new multi-purpose courts. 
 

26.04.23 4C/2023/2 Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates 
 
 
1. Council list for sale under Section 713 of the Local Government Act 1993 the 27 properties 
listed. 
 
2. The Sale be held in Lightning Ridge Community Centre on Saturday 2nd September 2023 at 
10:00am 
 
3. The Acting General Manager in consultation with the Crown Lands be authorised to set a 
reserve. 
 
4. The Acting General Manager be authorised to accept an arrangement that is made where the 
total debt is extinguished within a reasonable time. The written arrangement may include a clause 
whereby the property be sold if undertakings are not complied with. 
 

DCS   

23.05.23 05/2023/3 Mayoral Minutes 
 
1. That Mayoral Minute 1 and Mayoral Minute 2 be received and noted. 
 
2. That Council write to Inspector Kevin Day OIC Walgett, in relation to the use of E-Bikes and 
Motorbike in Walgett Township and on the levee bank. 

GM Inspector Kevin Day invited to address Council at its next meeting to be held in July 
2023.  

23.05.23 05/2023/8 Webcasting of Council Meetings 
 
1. Recording of meetings be streamed live (at the same time as the meeting is taking place) 
subject to complying with the current provisions of the Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
2. Closed Session meetings be recorded, but not streamed, for the purpose only of preparing the 
report of the Closed Session meeting, noting that confidentiality be maintained as it is an offence 
to disclose the proceedings of closed session except to bring forward to the open meeting 
‘resolutions passed in closed session” 

DCS   

23.05.23 05/2023/9 Lightning Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre Inc 
 
1. The subject to the Opal Centre confirming that it has in place Director’s Insurance that extends 
to a Council representative, that Council requests the Opal Centre Board to accept the nomination 
of a Councillor to represent Council on such Board and that such representative report monthly to 
Council on progress being made with the construction of the Opal Centre. 
 
2. That Council nominates a Councillors to represent on the Opal Centre Board. 
 
3. That Clr Michael Cooke, be the nominated Walgett Shire Council representative on the Opal 
Centre Board, having completed the Australian Institute of Company Director’s Course and holds a 
current Director’s ID. 

GM   

23.05.23 05/2023/10q Lightning Ridge Opal Fossil Centre 
 
1.That the Australian Opal Centre be advised that no further payment will be made to  the 
Centre until the Council clarifies the matter of what constitutes ‘eligible project  activities’. 
  
2.That the Council requires from the Opal Centre a more transparent explanation of how Milestone 
2 was satisfied including details of ‘Milestone 1 Commonwealth Funding Deed’ 
 

GM   
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23.05.23 05/2023/11 License Agreement with PCYC Walgett  
 
1.That Council invites representatives from PCYC and Council Youth Development Team/Council 
to discuss alleged issues regarding space, facility usage time etc.  
 
2. A report be put to Council identifying a scope of works with costings, to repair the old youth 
centre with the view of reopening it for youth activities.  

GM   

23.05.23 05/2023/12 Request for Sponsorship Walgett Jockey Club 
 
1. That Council, award $1,400 sponsorship for the services of a professional photographer at the 
Walgett Races on Saturday 17th June 2023 from the Community Assistant Scheme 
 Budget 2022/2023. 
 
2. Obtain access to the photos (when available) for future promotional purposes. 
 
3. Advise Walgett Jockey that any future requests for sponsorship are to be applied for 
 under the Community Assistance Scheme. 
 

GM 

- Letter sent to Walgett Jockey (Social) Club, requesting a tax invoice for 
sponsorship to the sum of $1,400. Letter also advise future requests for 
sponsorship need to be made under the Community Assistance 
Scheme  

 

23.05.23 05/2023/18 Service Progress Report as at 30th April 2023 
 
 
1. That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly works progress report for April 
2023. 
 
2.  That a report detailing the damage to the Llanillo Road and costs for rectifications works be put 
to Council once all gravel haulage is completed for Lorne Road project.  
 

DETS   

23.05.23 05/2023/21 Collarenebri Race Meeting 2023 Female Jockey Changing Room 
 
That Council accept the proposal for temporary facilities to be provided for the 2023 Collarenebri 
Race Meeting. 

DETS   

23.05.23 05/2023/23 Comparison Costs Between Contract Grader and Council Owned Graders 
 
1. That Council accept the report for information purposes only. 
 
2.  A comprehensive report, detailing comparisons costs and hours between Council graders and 
contact graders be submitted to the next Council meeting. 
 

DETS   

23.05.23 05/2023/24 3 Mile Road Lightning Ridge 
 
that Council as a first step in this process, proceed to negotiate with Crown Lands to have the 3 
Mile Road transferred to Councils control. 
 

DETS   

23.05.23 05/2023/26 Development Application 2022/67 – Bed and Breakfast Accommodation – 28 Warrena Street 
Walgett  
 
that Council approve the Development Application 2022/67 for the construction of 6 cabins, 
outdoor covered dining area, mobile food van and associated works at 28 Warrena Street, 
Walgett, as per the recommendation of the Development Assessment report on the basis that the 
hours of operation/service from the mobile food van is limited to 9am to 5pm to the public. 
 

DES DA Approved by Council COMPLETED 

23.05.23 05/2023/27 New Animal Pound Walgett – Lot 7013 DP 103416 Duff Street Walgett Shire Council 
 
1. Approve the transfer of $200,000 from Economic Development Reserve to Walgett 
 Shire Council Animal Pound Reserve to fund stage 1 of the construction. 

DES 23.05.23 Approval for the transfer of funds approved by Council  
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2. Approve the transfer of $60,000 to Walgett Animal Pound Reserve from Council’s 
 own revenue. 
 
3. Seek grant opportunities when they become available to fund Stage 2 of the 
 construction. 
 

23.05.23 05/2023/28 Development Application 2023/14 – Alterations and Renovations to Walgett RSL Memorial Club 
Ltd 
 
that Council approve the Development Application 2023/14 for the alterations and renovation of 
the Walgett RSL Memorial Club at 71 Fox Street, Walgett as per recommendation of the 
Development Assessment report. 
 

DES 23.05.23 DA Approved by Council  

23.05.23 05/2023/31 Notice of Motion 
 
that a report be put to the June 2023 Council meeting in relation to formalising legal public access 
to the Walgett Weir.  
 

DETS/ 
DES  In progress 

23.05.23 05/2023/32 Notice of Motion 
 
that a report be put to Council in relation to the feasibility of the rail trail concept. 
 
 
 
 
 

DETS   

23.05.23 05/2023/33 Notice of Motion 
 
that Council apply for funding, (following appropriate investigation, testing and design 
consultations) to install a causeway on the northern approaches to the Goangra Bridge consisting 
of low/medium flow box or pipe culverts such that the level of the norther approaches remains 
consistent with that of the bridge deck and further that application be made to fund the sealing of 
the Goangra Road which connects the Come by Chance Road with the Kamilaroi Highway. 
 

DETS   

23.05.23 05/2023/34 Notice of Motion 
 
1.  a report be put to Council detailing the progress of Kookaburra Court, in relation to 
 proposed use for suitable activities, including health services.  
 
2. Council organise a public meeting, to allow community involvement and input to the 
 facility’s purpose/use. 
 

GM 26.06.2023 Report to July 2023 Council Meeting drafted In Progress 

23.05.23 05/2023/35 Notice of Motion 
 
that Council’s Manager Infrastructure Roads – Tim McLoughlin investigate the situation, including 
contacting CASA in relation to the no existent fire hydrants at the Lightning Ridge Airport. 
 
 

DETS   

23.05.23 05/2023/36 Notice of Motion 
 
1. Councillors Hundy, Ramien and the acting General Manager arrange to inspect the 
 mobile stage condition and aging prior to Council purchasing the mobile stage. 
 

DCS   
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2. a report be put to Council, in relation to hire fees that can be recouped through the 
 hiring out of the mobile stage.  
 

23.05.23 05/2023/37 Notice of Motion 
 
that the incoming General Manager be requested to ensure that a review of the staff structure be 
prioritised to ensure staff hold appropriate qualifications for position held at Council. 
 

GM 26.06.2023 In handover notes to new General Manager Completed 

23.05.23 05/2023/38 Notice of Motion 
 
that the Acting General Manager negotiates the administration hours currently undertaken by 
Walgett Shire Council with Castlereagh Macquarie County Council with the view that Walgett Shire 
Council withdraw its administration support to Castlereagh Macquarie County Council. 
 

GM 

- 24.05.2023 Letter sent to CMCC GM advising of Council’s decision to 
terminate the contract  
 

- 05.06.2023 Letter sent to CMCC GM advising that a further reduction to 
a maximum of 5hrs per week of admin support would be provided until 
30.06.23 

 

23.05.23 05/2023/39 Notice of Motion 
 
that Council’s Manager Infrastructure Roads – Tim McLoughlin investigates the situation and put a 
report to Council. 
 

DETS   

23.05.23 05/2023/40 Mayoral Minute 
 
the Acting General Manager, action motion 2/2023/4, resolved by Council at the March 2023 
meeting, that the Office of Local be requested to conduct enquiry into the conduct of the Walgett 
Shire Council and Councillors. 
 
 
 

GM 06.06.2023 Matter to investigate on hold following motion to rescind. 
26.06.2023 Motion to rescind to be put to July 2023 Council Meeting  

23.05.23 05C/2023/2 Recruitment of Director Engineering and Technical Services 
 
1. Local Government NSW be engaged to undertake the Recruitment of Director 
 Engineering and Technical Services at a fee of $10,000 plus GST in accord with the 
 fee proposal circulated to Councillors. 
 
2. A selection panel be established, comprising the Mayor and Councillors, to assist the 
 General Manager in the selection process. 
 

GM 
25.05.2023 LG NSW appointed to undertake recruitment 
26.06.2023 Interviews of prospective candidates scheduled for July 
2023. 

In Progress 

23.05.23 05C/2023/3 Quotation for Construction of Collarenebri Artesian Hot Spring 
 
 
1. Accept the quotation of Lukas Building and Excavation at a price of $1,599,300 less 
 the provisional item of $50,000 to reduce the pool diameter and include a ramp (ex 
 GST) 
 
2. Enter into a contract with Lukas building and Excavation for Construction of a 10m 
 circular pool, balance tanks, pump shed and equipment, electrical, park furniture, BBQ 
 shelter and x2 shelters and seating, concrete paths and concourse, fencing, lighting 
 as per quotation IV 698 at a price of $1,599,300 less the provisional item of $50,000 
 to reduce the pool diameter and include a ramp(ex GST), and the Acting General 
 manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the contract and other relevant 
 documents on behalf of Council. 
 
3. Affix the Council Seal to the contract. 
 

GM/ 
DETS   
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4. Approve allocation of $473,800 (ex GST) from The Economic Development 
 Funds Reserve for construction of Collarenebri Artesian Hot Spring Bath and 
 associated facilities. 
 

23.05.23 05C/2023/4 Amended Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates 
 
1.  That Council list for sale under Section 713 of the Local Government Act 1993 the 28 
 properties listed. 
 
2.  That the Sale be held in the Lightning Ridge Community Centre on Saturday 2nd 
 September 2023 at 10:00am 
 
3. That the Acting General Manager in consultation with the Crown Lands be authorised 
 to set a reserve. 
 
4. That the Acting General Manager be authorised to accept an arrangement that is made 
 where the total debt is extinguished within a reasonable time. The written arrangement 
 may include a clause whereby the property be sold if undertakings are not complied 
 with. 

DCS   

23.05.23 05C/2023/5 Supply and Delivery of Bulk Fuel 
 
1. That the ‘Supply and Delivery of Bulk Fuel Evaluation Report T042324OROC’ be 
 received and noted 
 
2. Based on the best value on Bulk Fuel Evaluation Matrix from Regional 
 Procurement, Council accepts the tender from Woodham Petroleum for 24 months 
 from 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2025 for the delivery of Bulk Fuel. 
 
3. That Council gives a delegation to the General Manager to accept or reject an 
 additional 12 month contract extension based on satisfactory supplier performance, 
 which may take this contract through to 30 June 2026. 

DCS   

23.05.23 05C/2023/6 Collarenebri Cemetery Fencing 
 
1.  Accept the quote for $92,346.30 including GST from Douglas Bros Fencing. 
 
2.  That $53,400 be transferred from the Cemetery Road Fund to the Cemetery Fencing 
 Fund to increase the vote to $93,400.00. 
 

DETS   

06.06.23 06/2023/2 Quarterly Budget Review Statement – March 2023 
 
1. Council adopts the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement for 31st March 2023 
 as tabled. 
 
2. Council approves to put the FAG (Federal Assistance Grant) monies received for 
 2023/2024 financial year in reserve as at 30.06.2023. 
 

DCS   

06.06.23 06/2023/3 Operational Plan 2023/24, Delivery Program 2023/24 to 2024/25, Long Term Financial Plan 
2023/24 to 2032/33, Workforce Plan 2022/23 to 2024/25 and Asset Management Plan  
 
 
1. Operational Plan 2023/24, Delivery Program 2023/24 to 2024/25, Long Term Financial Plan 
2023/24 to 2032/33, Workforce Plan 2022/23 to 2024/25 and Asset Management Plan be placed 
on public exhibition for a period of 28 days from the 6th June 2023 until 4:00pm the 4th July 2023, 
inviting submissions from the public during this time. 
 

DCS   
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2. Council approves to move the Ordinary Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday 27th June 2023, 
to Wednesday 5th July 2023 to allow for the public exhibition period of 28 days, prior to adoption of 
the 2023/2024 financial documents. 
 

06.06.23 06C/2023/2 Appointment of General Manager 
 
1. Council accepts the unanimous recommendation of the committee of the whole and 
 resolves to appoint the successful candidate to the position of General Manager  
  
2. Council delegates to the Mayor to negotiate, in consultation with LGNSW, the contract 
 with the successful candidate.  
  
3. The unanimous recommendation of the committee if negotiations are unsuccessful 
 with the preferred candidate that the position be offered to the alternate candidate.  
  
4. the Council resolves to affix the Council seal to the contract in accordance with the 
 Local Government Act 1993 (NSW).  
  
5. in accordance with section 11(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 that Council 
 resolves that documentation provided to Councillors regarding the candidates is to be 
 treated as confidential and that the discussions in Confidential Committee of the whole 
 be treated as confidential in accordance with section 10A(2) of the Local Government 
 Act 1993. 
 

GM 14.06.2023 Contracts executed and exchanged. 
26.06.2023 New GM to commence at Council on 17.07.2023 Completed 

05.07.23 07/2023/19 Lightning Ridge Bore Line 
1. that the existing bore line, be replaced with 200mm poly welded pipeline at a minimum depth 

of one (1) meter, approximately 5.1kms in length at a cost of $2.3million plus management 
costs    

DETS   

05.07.03 07/2023/23 Planning Proposal – Roads to Home Program – Gingie Village (DA/202154) Namoi Village 
(DA/2021/46) & Walli Village (DA/2023/18) DES  COMPLETED 

05.07.23 07/2023/24 Development Application for Subdivision of Namoi Village (DA/2021/46) 
DES  COMPLETED 

05.07.23 07/2023/25 Development Application for Subdivision of Walli Village (DA/2023/18) 
DES  COMPLETED 

05.07.23 07/2023/27 Notice of Motion 
1. that the red/blue/green/yellow – coloured door trails in Lightning Ridge be repainted in their 

existing colours by Council and that John Murray be asked to repaint the numbers on each 
door and further that Council staff ensure the site of each door is tidy & free from weeds and 
debris.  To be taken out of GGSMA Budget 

 

DETS   

05.07.23 07C/2023/4 Western Heral Sponsorship 
1. the General Manager prepare a report to Council on advertising and sponsorship of all print 

media, which details the full costs of advertising and sponsorship (of each media outlet) fees 
incurred by Council. 
 

GM   

05.07.23 07C/2023/5 Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool 
1.   The Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool be decommissioned, and that Council immediately have 
plans prepared to replace the pool and then urgently source funding for such replacement. 
 

DETS/ 
DCS/ 
GM 
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2.   The local swimming club and community be consulted on whether there is interest in 
transporting swimmers to the Lightning Ridge Pool on a regular basis. 
 
3.    That local member for Barwon Mr Roy Butler MP and The Hon Chris Minns MP be invited to 
Council to discuss funding options with Council. 
 

05.07.23 07C2023/6 Kookaburra Court 
1. Council consider re-activating the use of this building to accommodate for, but not limited to; 
 

- Contractors – generally – minimal cost 
- Contractors – Council – minimal cost 
- First responders – minimal cost 
- RFS Training programs – minimal cost 

 
2. The re-activation be stages with Stage 1 being the 4 rooms and caretakers’ accommodation be 
prepared for use. 
 
3. Council’s Property Officer be authorised to prepare the facility for use and seek suitable 
caretaker(s) from within the community to manage the facility. 
 
4. Prior to any costs being incurred that a schedule of work/costs/fees be report to Council for 
approval. 
 
5. The matter be put out to public consultation and a further report be put to Council, summarising 
community feedback. 
 

DCS   
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9.1.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Acting General Manager – Hugh Percy 
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 
 
Summary 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and 
Cabinet are attached for Councillors information.  Circulars are emailed to Councillors when 
published from LGNSW. 
 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of Councillors: 
 

• 23-04 - Changes to public access to council records under the State Records Act 1998 

• 23-05 - Ward boundary and name changes 

• 23-06 - Increases to companion animal registration and permit fees for 2023/24 

• 23-07 Draft update of the Environment and Health Protection Guidelines: Onsite 

Sewage Management for Single Households (Silver Book) 

• 23-08- Annual Reporting of Labour Statistics 
 
Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications.  Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Department circular 23-04 through to 23-08 
from the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet, be received and 
noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
  
 
Attachments: 
Circulars 
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9.1.3 LIGHTNING RIDGE OPAL & FOSSIL CENTRE INC (NOW THE 
OPAL CENTRE LIMITED)  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Hugh Percy – Acting General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/2012 
 
Summary:  
Application has been made by the AUSTRALIAN OPAL CENTRE LIMITED for a variation of 
the Funding Agreement as the projected timeframes have changed and BBRF funding 
agreement requirements (to which payment on Milestones 2-3 was tied) were varied. The 
remaining payment milestone (Milestone 4) is tied to lodgement of the private certifier’s 
Certificate of Occupancy.  

Prior to 2015 the Council had been operating in accordance with a Memorandum of 
Understanding under which it was committed to contribute to the Centre an amount of $50,000 
per year for a three-year period. 

On 25th August 2015 the Council Resolved that upon the execution of a Deed of Agreement 
the Council would allocate $1,425,000 grant from the Joint Organisation Tourism and Cultural 
Fund to the Australian Opal Centre (now AUSTRALIAN OPAL CENTRE LIMITED) in 
accordance with certain Milestones referred to in the application. 

Background: 
Milestone 1: Upon execution of the Deed of Agreement between the Australian Opal Centre 
and Walgett Shire Council, the Council will pay to the Australian Opal Centre $475,000. That 
Deed was executed on 18th December,2019 and a copy is available in the Council Records. 

A payment was made on 18th December 2019 in the amount of $625,000 being the addition 
of $475,000 plus the $150,000 outlined above topped up with GST making a total - $687,5000. 

Milestone 2: Upon completion of the final design, Receipt of Statutory Approvals, confirmation 
of final costs, Tenure/Access of land and building confirmed and 15% of eligible project 
activities are completed to Council’s satisfaction, Council will pay to the Australian Opal Centre 
$475,000 (Estimated due date August 20) (Milestone 1 Commonwealth Funding Deed). 

A payment was made in respect of this Milestone on 24th September,2020 being $475,000 
with GST added - Total $522,500. 

The Opal Centre asserted that the evidence that the requirements of the Milestone had been 
met was “Demonstrated by successful achievement of Milestone 1 Commonwealth Funding 
Deed”.   

Milestone 3: When 60% of the eligible project activities are completed to the satisfaction of 
the Council, the Council will pay to the Australian Opal Centre $475,000 (Estimated due date 
February 2021) (Milestone 2 Commonwealth Funding Deed). 

No such payment has been made yet. 

Finally on presentation of a private certifiers “Certificate of Occupation” the Council will pay to 
the Opal Centre $475,000.  
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Opal Centre Limited – Funding Agreement December 2019 
 
Stakeholders:  
Council 
Community of Walgett Shire 
 

 
Lightning Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre Inc  
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That as the contract for construction of the Australian Opal Centre has been signed 
that Council agree to funding agreement being amended to reflect the remaining milestone 
(Milestone 4) being tied to lodgement of the private certifier’s Certificate of Occupancy. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachment: 
Funding agreement Between Walgett Shire Council and Lightning Ridge Opal & Fossil Centre 
Inc 
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9.1.5 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Hugh Percy – Acting General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 
 
Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors to make notes of to avoid 
any clashes of commitments. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
This report allows Councillors and senior management staff to plan their activities and spread 
their work load having regard to upcoming commitments.  It also avoids situations where some 
Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when they have been scheduled.  In addition, 
outside organisations have been requested to send meeting notice and minutes direct to 
Council’s various representatives.  Where notification is received meeting dates will be listed 
on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar and the representative(s) names flagged. 
 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning.  Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming community 
or Councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Not applicable. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable. 
 
Conclusion: 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and not the information. 
 
Important Dates for Councillors – Upcoming Meetings & Events 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
  
 
Attachments: 
Upcoming meetings and events schedule. 
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IMPORTANT DATES – Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 

DATE  MEETING/FUNCTION  LOCATION  NOTES  

4 August 2023 Country Mayors  
Assoc. Meeting 

Coonamble Mayor and 
General Manager 

7-10 August 2023 NSW Weeds Conference Dubbo 
 

Clr Cooke and Clr Woodcock 

9 August 2023 LEMC Meeting Walgett Mayor and 
General Manager 

29 August 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett 
Chambers   

Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

26 September 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett 
Chambers   

Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

31 October 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett 
Chambers   

Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

3 November 2023 Country Mayors  
Assoc. Meeting 

Coonamble Mayor and 
General Manager 

8 November 2023 LEMC Meeting Walgett Mayor and 
General Manager 

23 November 2023 BROC AGM and Ordinary 
Meetings 

Tenterfield 
Shire Council 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor  
and General Manager 

28 November 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett 
Chambers   

Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

19 December 2023 Council Meeting    Walgett 
Chambers   

Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  
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9.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

9.2.1 MONTHLY OUTSTANDING RATES AS AT 30 JUNE 2023 
 
REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate Services  
AUTHOR:    Michael Stenmark – Acting Rates Clerk 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0218 
 
Summary 
Council’s debt recovery policy is aimed at having outstanding rates and annual charges debts 
recovered in a timely manner to support Council in its objectives by providing sufficient funding 
to enable the continued provision of services to the local government area. The aim of this 
process is to achieve a recovery of rates and annual charges levied in any given financial year 
of greater than 90%. 
 
Background 
Council is obliged to report on several Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) as part of its 
statutory reporting requirements. One of these KPIs is the Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & 
Extra Charges Outstanding Percentage. The purpose of this KPI is ‘to assess the impact of 
uncollected rates and annual charges on Council’s liquidity and the adequacy of recovery 
efforts.’  
 
Walgett Shire Council is classified as a Regional and Rural Council and the benchmark used 
for these councils in the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting is less than 10% for the Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra Charges 
Outstanding Percentage as at the end of the financial year. 
 
Current Position 
Collection of the current year’s levy and arrears as at 30 June 2023 is 85.08% which is 1.11% 
less than the previous year’s collection at 30 June 2022 of 86.19%. 
 
Council will be aware that recovery of rates & charges was suspended during COVID19.  
Collections of overdue rates & charges is expected to improve during 2023/24 as Council’s 
Rating officers re-instigate debt recovery processes in accordance with Council’s Debt 
Recovery Policy.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Outstanding Rates Report. 
 
Governance issues 
Council is obliged to act in the community’s best interest and to ensure adequate service 
provision is upheld through measures of sustaining, maintaining and improving long term 
financial sustainability. A key area is to show the ongoing effective management of outstanding 
rates & charges recovery by reducing the outstanding rates percentage to an acceptable 
benchmarked level each year.  
 
Environmental issues 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders 
Walgett Shire Council Community 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
Walgett Shire Council 
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Financial Implications 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by external 
bodies such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review Panel. Efforts 
to improve and lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges strengthen Walgett Shire 
Council’s long term financial position.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
 
Conclusion 
The report recommends that Council note the outstanding rates and annual charges 
percentage. 
 
 
Monthly Outstanding Rates Report  
 
Recommendation   
 
The 30 June 2023 outstanding rates report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 
 
Attachments 
Monthly Report - Outstanding Rates Report 
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9.2.2 CASH & INVESTMENTS AS AT 30 JUNE 2023 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Hafiz Malik - Director Corporate and Community Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0198 
 
Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the 
period ending 30th June 2023. 

 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of on-call bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing term 
deposits.  The portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk.  Council's investment portfolio does not have a secondary market available for 
the trading of investments and is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments and other available products 
that meet Council policy guidelines.  A comparison of Council’s investment portfolio results is 
also made monthly to that of other NSW Councils and Walgett Shire’s results from the portfolio 
continue to better than average. 
 
The investments are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and Policies listed in 
this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at month end held a total of $40,991,019 in on-call bank accounts and interest-bearing 
term deposits with financial institutions in Australia.  The investments are compliant with the 
Local Government Act (NSW), the associated Regulations and Ministerial Order and Council’s 
Investment Policy. 

Council’s detailed investment portfolio and compliance information is shown in Attachment 1 
to this report.  This information is represented graphically as well as digitally and shows 
Council’s compliance to the investment policy for all key performance indicators in the policy. 

The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) recent decisions to increase interest rates after the April 
pause revolve around an assessment of risks to inflation from services inflation and shifts in 
wages and price setting behaviour. 

Council’s investment portfolio continues to perform well in comparison with other LGAs in 
NSW being one of the best performing councils in the state. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in August 2022) 

Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
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Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
Financial Institutions 
 
Conclusion: 
As at 30th June 2023 Walgett Shire Council’s total cash and invested funds totalled 
$40,991,019 increasing the portfolio by $3,032,633 from the previous month. 
 
Attachment: Attachment 1 Walgett Shire Council’s Portfolio reports from Imperium Markets. 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 
5th January 2016.  

2. I hereby certify that Council’s Cash Book and General Ledger have been reconciled to 
the bank statement as at the end of month. 

 
Hafiz Malik 
 
Director Corporate and Community Services 
 
 
Cash and Investment Report as at 30th June 2023. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Investment report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
  
Seconded:   
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9.3 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING / TECHNICAL SERVICES  

9.3.1 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE GRADING REPORT AS AT 30 APRIL 
2023 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 
AUTHOR:  Tim McLoughlin - Acting Director Engineering / Technical 

Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0207 
 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council about the road maintenance programme on 
Shire Roads for the period ending 30th June 2023. 
 
Background: 
The maintenance budget has been prepared based on the available funding to maintain the 
Unsealed Local and Regional Roads to provide an acceptable level of service. This budget 
will be used to maintain the roads as per demand and Road best practice manual. 

Details of maintenance grading and flood work locations are detailed in the attached report. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council’s approved 2022/2023 Shire Roads Maintenance Grading Works schedule. 

Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourists 
 
Financial Implications: 
As of 30th June, actual spend is $285,601 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 

Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the approved 
budget. 
 
 
Monthly Maintenance Grading Report as at June 2023  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly maintenance grading works report for June 2023. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
Monthly maintenance grading works.



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

89 
 

 

 

 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

90 
 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

91 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

92 
 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

93 
 

9.3.3 MONTHLY MAJOR PROJECTS REPORT AS AT 30 JULY 2023 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 

AUTHOR:  Tim McLoughlin - Acting Director Engineering / Technical 
Services 

FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0201 
 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council about the Major Projects programme in the 
Shire for the period ending 30th June 2023. 
 
Background: 
The shire currently has several major projects in progress being: 

• Goangra Bridge – Gravel placement, Guide rails and road furniture yet to be 
completed. Council will open road prior to work being complete 

• Hollywood Bridge – Practical Completion issued 27th June 22 
• Come by Chance Road Reconstruction and seal – Contractor has cleared the 

length of the road and installed rudimentary side tracks for the length of the road. Bulk 
earthworks are up to grade for the first 13 km of work. 

• Burranbaa Road Reconstruction and reseal – 79% of gravel placed 
• Lorne Road Reconstruction and reseal – 85% of sealing Complete. 
• Cryon Road- Early stages of project implementation. Geotechnical, design and other 

preliminary reports are in works. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Funding Bodies 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 

Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the approved 
budget. 
 
Monthly Major Project Progress Report – June 2023 

Recommendation: 

That Council receive and note the monthly major projects report for June 2023. 

Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

Attachments:  
Major Project Report 
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9.3.4 RFT23-002 – SUPPLY & DELIEVRY OF CCF CLASS 15 GRADER 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 
AUTHOR:  Greg Leerson – Fleet Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0205 
 
Summary: 
Supply and Delivery of one CCF Class 15 Motor Grader to replace the existing Grader No 76 
 
Background: 
Tenders were invited in accordance with Council Procurement and Tendering Policy 
Procedure and Section 55 of the Local Government Act 1993.  
Tenders were received as follows: 
 
S.No Tenderer Manufacturer Model 
1 Westrac P/L Caterpillar 140 T3 
2 Komatsu Aust Pty Ltd Komatsu GD655-7 
3 RDO Equipment P/L John Deere 670GP 

 
Tenders were assessed in accordance with the selection criteria of. 

• Whole of Life Cost 
• Operator Comfort & safety 
• Ease, Cost of Servicing & Maintenance 
• Suitability of Proposed Body Design 
• Warranties / Guarantees Offered 

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Tender Documentation 
Council Procurement and Tendering Policy Procedure 
Plant Replacement Programme  
 
Governance issues: 
Tender was in accordance with the Local Government General Regulation 2005 with regards 
tendering. 
 
Environmental issues: 
The objective is to minimise the whole of life environmental impact of the plant operations. 
 
 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council 
Council Staff 
Plant Contractors 
 
Financial Implications: 
Council has funds allocated for purchase of the plant in the 2022-2023 plant purchase 
programme. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
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Recommendation: 
We recommend that the offer for the Caterpillar equipment be accepted for the following 
Reasons: 

• Our current fleet consist of a total of 13 Caterpillar units inclusive of 3 motor graders 
this allows to keep continuity of service equipment/tools and servicing stock. 

• Council use Trimble to provide Grade control. Trimble is also a Caterpillar product and 
hence is more compatible with Cat equipment 

• Residual value of Caterpillar equipment is generally higher 
• It is therefore considered that the tender of the WESTRAC represents is the best value 

for money.  
 
 
 
RFT23-002– Supply & Delivery of CCF Class 15 Grader 
 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council accepts the tender of WESTRAC for the supply & delivery of One (1) Caterpillar 
140 Grader.   
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
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9.3.5 RFT23-003 – SUPPLY & DELIEVRY OF CCF CLASS 15 GRADER 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 
AUTHOR:  Greg Leerson – Fleet Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0206 
 

Summary: 
Supply and Delivery of one CCF Class 15 Motor Grader to replace the existing Grader No 121 
 
 
Background: 
Tenders were invited in accordance with Council Procurement and Tendering Policy 
Procedure and Section 55 of the Local Government Act 1993.  
Tenders were received as follows: 
 
S.No Tenderer Manufacturer Model 
1 Westrac P/L Caterpillar 140 T3 
2 Komatsu Aust Pty Ltd Komatsu GD655-7 
3 RDO Equipment P/L John Deere 670GP 

 
Tenders were assessed in accordance with the selection criteria of. 

• Whole of Life Cost 
• Operator Comfort & safety 
• Ease, Cost of Servicing & Maintenance 
• Suitability of Proposed Body Design 
• Warranties / Guarantees Offered 

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Tender Documentation 
Council Procurement and Tendering Policy Procedure 
Plant Replacement Programme  
 
Governance issues: 
Tender was in accordance with the Local Government General Regulation 2005 with regards 
tendering. 
 
Environmental issues: 
The objective is to minimise the whole of life environmental impact of the plant operations. 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council 
Council Staff 
Plant Contractors 
 
Financial Implications: 
Council has funds allocated for purchase of the plant in the 2022-2023 plant purchase 
programme. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
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Recommendation: 
We recommend that the offer for the Caterpillar equipment be accepted for the following 
Reasons: 

• Our current fleet consist of a total of 13 Caterpillar units inclusive of 3 motor graders 
this allows to keep continuity of service equipment/tools and servicing stock. 

• Council use Trimble to provide Grade control. Trimble is also a Caterpillar product and 
hence is more compatible with Cat equipment 

• Residual value of Caterpillar equipment is generally higher 
• It is therefore considered that the tender of the WESTRAC represents is the best value 

for money.  
 
. 
 
RFT 23-003– Supply & Delivery of CCF Class 15 Grader 
 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council accepts the tender of WESTRAC for the supply & delivery of One (1) Caterpillar 
140 Grader.   
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
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9.3.6 ENGINEERING SERVICE PROGRESS REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 
AUTHOR:  Tim McLoughlin - Acting Director Engineering / Technical 

Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0225 
 
 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council with regards to the Engineering Services 
progress works up to 30th June 2023. 
 
Background: 
The revised budget of the Engineering and Technical Services Department for Capital & 
Maintenance Works, Quarry Management, Fleet Management, Water & Sewerage works, 
Parks & Garden and Engineering Administration for 2022/2023 is $40,044,116.  

 
The breakdown of the budget is as follows. 
 
Breakdown of budgets: 
 

Items Budget Expenditure Up to 
30th June 2023 Percentage (%) 

Engineering Technical 
Services including RMCC 
Works 

$33,401,980 $24,290,013 73 

Water - Maintenance $3,403,270 $1,770,275 52 

Water - Capital $1,738,808 $295,162 17 

Sewer - Maintenance  $1,069,242 $573,109 54 

Sewer - Capital  $430,816 $210,441 49 

TOTAL $40,044,116 $27,139,000 68 
 
 
Current Position: 
The status of work progress is as follows; 
 

Items Status Remarks 
   
Goangra Bridge Works nearing Completion  Works ongoing 

should be complete 
end of  July 2023 

Come By Chance Works ongoing see Project 
report 

See Major Projects 
Report 

Lorne Road  Walgett Shire Council carrying 
out works 

Works completion 
end of July 23 
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Items Status Remarks 
Burranbaa Road Works ongoing see Project 

report 
See Major Projects 
Report  

   
   

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2022/23 Operational Plan and Budget 
 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Shire Residents and Rate Payers  
 
Financial Implications: 
As of 30th June 2023, $27,139,000 expended.  
 

Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Nil 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
 
Monthly Progress Report June 2023  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly works progress report for 
June 2023 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachment:  
 
Nil 
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9.4 DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

9.4.1 DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS APRIL 2023 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Environmental Services 
AUTHOR:    Kimley Talbert – Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0209 
 
Summary: 
This report is to advise the June 2023 development approvals for the information of Council 
and to ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment 
Act 1979 and Section 124 of the associated Regulation. 

Background: 
To ensure the validity of a development consent in any legal proceedings, all development 
consents and complying development certificates are to be notified to the public within 3 
months of the date of consent. The only exception is any development that may have Court 
proceedings commenced before the expiration of 3 months from the date on which the public 
notice was given. 

Current Position: 
To ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 
1979 and Section 124 of the associated Regulation, Council publishes a notice each month 
on/in Council’s website, E-Bulletin and Facebook Page in relation to development approvals 
for the previous month. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following developments have been lodged and are 
currently waiting a determination. Please note, this is only current as at 1 June–31 June 
Appl. No Address Title Development Status 

DA2023/31 24 Euroka Street 
Walgett 

Lot 22 DP 
253488 

Rural Fire Shed 4x 
bay, 1 x Multi 
function area, 3x 
toilet, 1x storeroom  

Awaiting 
information 

DA2023/32 25 Bugilbone 
Road Burren 
Junction 

Lot 10 & 11 
DP 1067218  

Construction 
30,000 tonnes new 
bunkers grain 
storage two 
weighbridges and 
sample stand 

Awaiting 
information 

DA2023/20 26 Pandora 
Street Lightning 
Ridge 

Lot 1 DP 
125775 

Construction of 
new dwelling 
workers 
accommodation 
manufactured 
home 

Neighbour 
notification 

CC2023/12 43 opal Street 
Lightning Ridge 

Lot 41 DP 
752756 

Building 
conversion to a 
shop upgrade 
change of use 

Awaiting 
information 
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DA2023/25 2 Pandora Street 
Lightning Ridge 

Lot 1 section 
25 DP 758612 

Demolish existing 
derelict preschool 
and construct a 
new Preschool 

Currently on 
neighbour 
notification 

S682023/14 26 pandora Street 
Lightning Ridge 

Lot 1 
DP1257775 

Hospital workers 
accommodation 
manufactured 
home 

Awaiting 
development 
consent 

CDC2023/5 152-156 Fox 
Street Walgett 

“Pink House” 

Lot 4 DP 
803866 

Knock-down 
existing carports & 
construct New 
double garage 

Awaiting 
additional 
heritage 
information 

S68/2023/2 5 Morilla Street 
LIGHTNING 
RIDGE 

Lots 1 section 
9, lot 1 DP 
623130 & Lot 
2 DP 40628 

Caravan Park 
License 

Assessment 
awaiting 
application 

payment 

CC2023/5 26 Morilla Street 
Lightning Ridge 
shop 

Lot 4 Section 
15 DP758612 

Shop fit-out 
Beautician 

approved 

CC/2023/6 142-186 Pandora 
Street Lightning 
Ridge 

Lot 2 
DP1079966 

Caravan park Mini 
Observatory 

Awaiting 
Additional 
information 

CC2023/9 110 Fox Street 
Walgett 

Lot 2 DP 
511835 

New aboveground 
Diesel Fuel tank 

approved 

DA2023/24 Lots 10 & 11 DP 
752266 Marlbone 
Road Burren 
Junction 

Two lot Rural 
subdivision 

Sub-division Approved 

S682023/18 Walgett Shire 
area 

 Approval to 
conduct a septic 
tank pumping 
service 

Awaiting 
information 

 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 

• Walgett Shire Council 
• Developer 
• Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
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Financial implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative solutions: 
Nil 
 
Development Approvals – June 2023 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council note the information contained within this report. 

Moved:  
Seconded:  
 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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9.4.2 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 
INFORMATION FROM DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Environmental Services 
AUTHOR:    Kimley Talbert – Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0209 
 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Division. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following applications were received during June 
2023 
  
Outstanding Notice Certificate  
 
1. 
Construction Certificate 
 
3 issued 
 
Food Shop Inspections  
 
45 inspections carried out covering the regional area, conducted by myself and also 
employed Food Inspector – contractor.  
 
Swimming Pool Compliance Certificates 
 
1 
 
Activity Approvals 
 
Three activity approval applications received for new amenity building projects.  
 
Current Building Project Under Construction 
 
Shop/Office and five cabins at 20 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge 
 
Private garage @ 38 Warrena Street Walgett 
 
Storage Units @ 40 Nobby Road Lightning Ridge 
 
99 Wee Waa Street Walgett Multi Unit housing project 
 
New dwelling and garage 1360 Wilby Wilby Road Cumborah 
 
New dwelling 1060 Moomin Road Rowena 
 
New rural shed 6560 Castlereagh Highway Walgett 
 
New dwelling 2441 Pian Creek Road Walgett 
 
Walgett Splash Park Montkeila Street Walgett 
 
New workers accommodation units Walgett Hospital and Collarenebri Hospital 
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New dwelling 6 Flamingo Street Lightning Ridge 
 
Other Activity 
. 
PLANNING CERTIFICATES:  
June- thirteen (13) 10.7 Planning Certificates has been issued.  

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ACTIVITIES 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the matter concerning the Notice of Variation of 
Environment Protection licence and an action plan covering the methodology of disposal of 
contaminated concrete waste and the time frame involved with it’s disposal. The amended 
Response sent to the (EPA). Acknowledged receipt of document, now awaiting the 
response. Response received requesting to finalise the process to be undertaken. Currently 
working on it. 
 
MOSQUITO TRAPS PROGRESS 
 
Due to the seasonal change and drying conditions to Walgett and the regional areas 
available, mosquito trapping has been put on-hold. Council has received a generous amount 
of money from NSW Health to facilitate promotional program for the fourth-coming season 
covering mosquito control and preventative measures.  
 
June 2023 Animal Impounding Records 
 
Month of June- impounded 24 dogs 16 dogs were surrendered and 8 seized, with four 
euthanized and 20 dogs rehomed. During the month, a dangerous dog order was served 
with successful outcomes by the surrendering of four dogs. A number of nuisances issues 
generated from dog control and feral cat problems. Two (2) abandoned motor vehicles were 
removed from public places. 
 
Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only – From Director Environmental 

Services 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note this report. 

Moved:  
Seconded: 
 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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9.4.3 DRAFT - FIRE SAFETY POLICY – WALGETT SHIRE CARAVAN 
PARKS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Environmental Services 
AUTHOR:    Bob Harris – Assistant Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   23/11/0210 
 
Summary: 
There are five existing Caravan Parks in the Walgett Shire where the continued operation of 
the Caravan Park requires Council approval under the Local Government Act 1993. All of 
these Caravan Parks are located in the Lightning Ridge area.  
 
Fire safety non-compliances have resulted from changes that have occurred over many 
years to NSW Caravan Park and Fire Safety Legislation. Council is now faced with the 
decision to allow the Caravan parks to upgrade over time or to act in relation to the non-
compliant parks. 
 
There are also a number of unregulated private and public camping grounds and overnight 
stopovers that are not considered in this report. These sites are generally of a smaller nature 
and less densely occupied. 
 
Background: 
The NSW Local Government Act 1993 and NSW Local Government (Manufactured Home 
Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2021 
provide the statutory framework for all of NSW. 
 
Fire safety standards in Caravan Parks have continued to evolve over many years and all of 
the existing regulated parks now have issues with fire safety compliance. The issue of 
Council approvals has in some cases been delayed due to non-compliance with fire safety 
standards. 
 
These Caravan Parks are currently operating without Council approval. 
 
All of the existing Caravan Parks have fire safety compliance issues to varying degrees, 
compliance issues in one case goes back to 2015. Delays in finalising compliance issues 
has occurred for a number of reasons. Owners and fire safety consultants causing delays, 
council staff turnover, complexity of issues and availability of time and money. 
 
The cost of upgrading works varies but in some cases will be quite significant and 
compliance would mean closing of some Caravan Parks. Council officers have been working 
with owners to resolve these issues but progress has been slow 
 
Current Position: 
Council staff have been in discussions with Caravan Park owners regarding a request to 
allow an upgrade of fire safety equipment over a period of up to 7 years in order to achieve 
compliance. 
 
Rather than consider the fire safety issues and installation details of individual caravan parks 
it is recommended that Council consider a policy for fire safety upgrading works that would 
apply to all caravan parks. 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

110 
 

As Council approvals can apply for a period of up to five years it is problematic to extend a 
fire safety program for a longer period. In most cases a shorter time frame would be suitable 
for completion of fire safety upgrading work. 
 
Alternatively, approvals could be issued for 12 months requiring the owner to submit proof of 
progress before each annual renewal. 
 
Should Council adopt a policy that would reduce the level of fire safety required for an 
interim (5 year) period Council may incur an additional liability for damages in the event of a 
fire. Prior to adoption of the draft policy it would be prudent to consult Council insurers. 
 
Relevant reference document/policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW) 1993 & Regulations 
NSW Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds 
and Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2021 
 
Governance issues: 
Attached is advice from the Department of Planning and Industry confirming discussions 
regarding the fire safety issues. 
As indicated in the attachment there is currently no state wide policy in relation to this matter 
and different Council’s are approaching the matter differently. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Potential impacts on fire safety for Caravan Park residents 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
Tourists and Caravan Park owners 
 
Financial implications: 
Council insurers may advise of relevant financial implications. 
 
Alternative solutions: 
The alternative solution is to recommend closure of non-compliant Caravan Parks.  
 
Conclusion: 
Independent advice has been sought from the NSW Department of Local Government and no 
response has been received to date. 
 
Council may consider adopting a draft policy and advertising the proposed policy to seek 
further submissions from Caravan Park owners and the Walgett Shire Community. 
 
Caravan Parks are often used for long-term accommodation and due to current housing 
shortages it is incumbent on Council to find a solution that will not result in a reduction of 
available housing.  
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Fire Safety Policy – Walgett Shire Caravan Parks 
 
Recommendation: 
1. That Council adopt the following draft policy and advertise the policy for a period of 21 
days and further consider any submissions at a future meeting of Council. 
 
2. Draft Fire Safety Policy – Walgett Shire Caravan Parks 
a) In granting approval for the continued operation of existing Caravan Parks within the 
Walgett Shire conditions of approval may allow a maximum period of five years for 
completion of a fire safety upgrading program. 
 
   b) Caravan Park owners operating under a Council approved fire safety upgrading 
program are required to make annual progress towards completion of the upgrading 
program. 
  c) Failure to make annual progress on fire safety upgrading will result in lapsing of Council 
approval and commencement of action to close the Caravan Park. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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10. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 

Nil 
 
 

 

11. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE        
 

Cr Currey  

1. What is the status of the fencing project for the Carinda Sports Oval? Have quotations 
been received?  

2. Is there plans to seal the road between the Carinda Tip and Cemetery?  

3. On the Councillor bus trip of the Shire in early March 2023, there was discussion 
regarding the sealing of Wanourie Road. Has this been investigated? 

 

Cr Hundy 
 
Why was the Director of Engineering, a senior appointment, appointed on a Contract without 
consultation with all Councillors. 
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AGENDA FOR  
CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Monday 31 July 2023 

  

 

 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Closed Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held at 
Walgett Shire Council Chambers on Monday 31st July 2023 to discuss the items 
listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Megan Dixon 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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AGENDA 

12. MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 
 
MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 
 
Time: ………… 
 
That the public be excluded from the meeting pursuant to Sections 10A (2) (b) & (c) the 
Local Government Act 1993 on the basis that the items deal with: 
 
(b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer, 
 
(c) that information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with 
whom the Council is conducting business (or proposed to conduct business) 
 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
 
13. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS/CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 

13.1  General Manager 
 

13.1.1 Minutes of the Closed Meeting – Wednesday 5th July 2023  
9.1.4  Lightning Ridge Swimming Pool Complex 
9.1.6 Lease on Lighting Ridge Council Office 
9.1.7 Community Assistance Scheme 2023/2024 
 
 

13.2  Director Corporate Services 
 

13.2.1 Write Off of Bad Debts 
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13.1 ACTING GENERAL MANAGER  

13.1.1 MINUTES OF THE CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING WEDNESDAY 
5TH JULY 2023 

 
 

Minutes of the Closed Council Meeting – 5th July 2023 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the minutes for the closed meeting held 5th July 2023 as itemised in minute numbers 
7C2023/1 to 7C2023/5 pages 2 to 4, be confirmed. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 31st July 2023 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

116 
 

16. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
Return to open session 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council return to open session. 
 
Moved:      
Seconded:   
  
 
 
17. ADOPTION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 
 
Adoption of closed session reports 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the recommendations of the Closed Committee Reports 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 

 

18. CLOSE OF MEETING                         
 
 Time: ……………… 
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