
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

10
th

 February, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
at the Walgett Shire Council Chambers on 10 February, 2015 commencing 
at 10.00am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 
as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 
expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 
A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I would also 
like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 
 

5.1 Presentation by Mr Col Hundy 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
Minutes of Council Meeting 16 December 2014………………………………………………………………………pg 6 

 

8.    Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports - Nil 

9.    Mayoral Minutes 

10.  Motions of which Notice has been given - Nil 

11.  Presentation of Petitions - Nil 

12.  Councillor’s Questions from Last Meeting 

13. Reports of Committees/Delegates 

Minutes of Workplace Health and Safety Meeting 29 January 2015………………………………………………pg 23 
Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting 11 December 2014……………………………………………pg 27 
 

14. Reports from Officers 

14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 
Council’s Decision Action Report………………………………………………………………………………………pg 36 
Local Government Weekly – February 2015…………………………………………………………………………pg 56 
Circulars from the Local Government Department of Premier& Cabinet – February 2015……………………pg 58 
Monthly Calendar – February 2015……………………………………………………………………………………pg 70 
Local Government Reform……………………………………………………………………………………………pg 75 
Lightning Ridge Easter Carnival “Pig Races” Sponsorship ………………………………………………………pg 76 
Western Division Conference Motions………………………………………………………………………………pg 77 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – General Manager…………………………………………………pg 78 

 

14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

Cash on Hand and Investment Report………………………………………………………………………………pg 79 
Quarterly Outstanding Rates Report…………………………………………………………………………………pg 85 
Stocktake Variance Financial Year 2015……………………………………………………………………………pg 88 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement December 2014………………………………………………………………pg 91 
Collarenebri Primitive Camping Ground………………………………………………………………………………pg 93 
Community Development Quarterly Report…………………………………………………………………………pg 99 
Community Assistance Scheme Round 2…………………………………………………………………………pg 110 
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Freedom Rides Event…………………………………………………………………………………………………pg 114 
 Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Corporate Services…………………………………pg 120 

 

14.4 DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES 
Local Heritage Fund Grant Application………………………………………………………………………………pg 123 
Review of Development Determination 2014/002…………………………………………………………………pg 126 
Renaming of Regional Road 457……………………………………………………………………………………pg 137 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Planning & Regulatory Services……………………pg 146 

 

14.4 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 
Monthly Rural Infrastructure Progress Report………………………………………………………………………pg 149 
Monthly Rural RMCC Works Report…………………………………………………………………………………pg 152 
NSW RFS Draft Budget 2015/2016…………………………………………………………………………………pg 155 
 

Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Engineering Services………………………………pg 162 
 

14.5 DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

Walgett Levee Grant…………………………………………………………………………………………………pg 171 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services………………pg 174 
 

15. Questions for the Next Meeting 

16. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

17. Close of Meeting 

 

  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

5 
 

3. Apologies 

 

4. Welcome to Visitors 
 
 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
 
5.1 Mr Col Hundy 
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6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
 
 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
 

 
7.1 Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting held 16 December 2014 
 
Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting –16 December 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 December 2014, having  been 
circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 16 December 2014 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM MAYOR 

 

REPORTING SECTION: Governance 

AUTHOR:    Clr David Lane - Mayor 
 

 

 
To be circulated prior to the meeting.  
 
 
 

 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Mayor 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Mayor for brief mention or information only be received and 
noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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10.  Motions of which Notice has been given 

11.  Presentation of Petitions - Nil 
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12. Questions from Last Meeting   

Clr Murray 
 
Question 1 
Can Council investigate re-installing the Walgett Town sign on the Kamilaroi Highway once it 
is repaired? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to take appropriate action for repairs and 
re-installation.  
 
Question 2 
There is a pit near the Walgett Sewerage Treatment Plant. What is this for? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that this is a borrow pit used by 
the contractors working on the Walgett Levee Project. 
 
Question 3 
The unsealed road near the Walgett tip is untidy and there is rubbish in the area. Can this be 
tidied up? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that the area was cleared last 
week and he will investigate further and take appropriate action. 
 
Clr Cooper 
 
Question 1 
The undercover area between the small and large swimming pools in Walgett that was 
previously grassed is now dirt. Can Council investigate? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that a number of options for recovering are 
currently being investigated and appropriate action will be taken without any further delay. 
 
Clr Keir 
 
Question 1 
Can the Rosemary around the ANZAC Monument in Fox Street Walgett be removed? 
 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the RSL is planning on installing planter boxes around 
the Monument but that the damaged rosemary will be removed in the interim period. 
 
Question 2 
Brian Hannigan has written to Council regarding the misspelling of the Hardy’s Lease Road. 
Can his letter be acknowledged and a response sent? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services advised that the letter has been received, will be 
acknowledged by letter and appropriate action initiated without delay to correct the spelling 
error. 
 
Question 3 
What is the progress of the fencing issue at the Walgett Weir? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the laneway to the weir will be fenced shortly and 
arrangement for access made as necessary.  
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Question 4 
Has the Walgett Masonic Hall fencing project started? A window has also recently been 
broken at the Hall. 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that the project has started and the broken window 
will be repaired without delay. 
 
Question 5 
There is rubbish in the Montkeila Street bend area. Can this area be tidied? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services is to take appropriate action to have the 
rubbish cleaned up. 
 
Question 6 
Can the letter received from Michael Hughes Transport be acknowledged? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the letter received will be acknowledged and further 
negotiation for the sale of the land involved initiated.  
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13.  Reports of Committees/Delegates 

13.1  Minutes of Workplace Health and Safety Committee meeting held 29 
 January 2015 
 
Minutes of Workplace Health & Safety Committee meeting – 29 January 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Workplace Health and Safety Committee meeting held 29 January 
2015, having  been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 29 January 2015.  
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13.2  Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting held 11 December 
 2014 
 
Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting – 11 December 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Local Area Traffic Committee meeting held 11 December 2014, 
having  been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 11 December 2014.  
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14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 
 

COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – FEBRUARY 2015 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

Summary: 
 

This schedule summarises the action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous 
meeting of Council. 

 
Background: 

 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions as well as any other matters raised at previous Meetings this year which required 
action and are still outstanding. The exception is for the last meeting where items that have 
been completed are included. Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised 
with the General Manager prior to the meeting.  

 
Current Position: 

 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Resolution Register February 2015.  

 
Governance issues: 

 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolution should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Council and Manex Team 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 

 
That the resolutions register be received and noted. It is requested that any queries be 
raised with the General Manager prior to meeting day facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 

 

Council’s Decision Action Report – February 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for February 2015 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:    

 
Attachment:  
 
Resolution Register- February 2015 

 
 



 
Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 11

th
 February 2014 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/4 

That Council considers making provision for $41,250 in the 2014/15 
budget being 50% of the total quoted funds to refurbish/upgrade of the 
existing male jockey’s facilities and the addition of female jockey 
change and washrooms. 
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility 
document provided to 
Finance Manager. 
15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination.  
14.07.14 $57,000 provision 
made in budget.  
12.08.14 Grant approved. 
Additional budget required 
at September QBRS.  
18.09.14 Meeting to be 
convened with showground 
users to firm up design and 
commence works. 
Meeting held 26.09.14. 
Awaiting plans from the 
Jockey Club.  
18.11.14 Still awaiting 
plans from Dick James, 
regular follow up taking 
place.. 
01.12.14 Still awaiting 
plans.  
03.02.15 Plans received. 
Matching funds in 
December QBRS. Director 
Regulatory Services 
reviewing approval 
requirements.   

Director Corporate Services 

 

 

2/2014/19 

1.That Council endorse the proposed replacement or refurbishment 
the Gray Park toilet block.  
2.That Council consider making provision in the 2014/2015 budget of 
an amount of $75,000 for the replacement or refurbishment of the 
existing amenities block in Gray Park  
3.That Council also investigate the Walgett caravan park toilets. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Woodock 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility 
document provided to 
Finance Manager. Assets 
Officer requested to 
prepare a condition 
assessment for Alex 
Trevallion Park Toilets 
(Walgett Caravan Park 
toilets).  
15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination. Trevallion 
Park Toilets review not yet 
commenced.  
16.06.14 Gray Park Toilet 
project not included in 
budget. New Property 
Officer undertaking 

Director Corporate Services 
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inspection and report.  
14.07.14 Application for 
50% funding submitted 
under the Community 
Building Partnerships 
Program.  
12.08.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application.  
10.10.14 No further 
update.  
18.11.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application.  
01.12.14 Advice on grant 
application due December. 
03.02.15 Grant application 
unsuccessful. Provision 
made in Dec QBRS for 
$75,000 including funding.  

 
 

2/2014/20 

That consideration for provision to be made in the 2013/2014 budget 
for an amount of $20,000 to conduct an investigation and 
development of options for the design and upgrade of the 
administration building air conditioning system. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Specifications 
being developed.  
15.04.14 Submissions 
close 30.04.14. 
20.05.14 Tenders received 
to be considered at June 
meeting.  
16.06.14 Project working 
group formed to assess 
tenders.  
14.07.14 Project team 
meeting on 15 July to 
review tender spec.  
12.08.14 Tenders due 18 
August.  
10.10.14 Project under 
review by GM.  
18.11.14 Project under 
review. 
03.02.15 Project under 
review.  

Director Corporate Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/39 

1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2.That the actions of the Acting General Manager to engage Lawyer 
Piper Alderman under the funding agreement with Bentham IMF Ltd 
be endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Matter ongoing. 
15.04.14 Matter ongoing. 
Awaiting proof of debt from 
lawyers. 
20.05.14 Proof of claim 
lodged with liquidators by 
lawyers.  
14.07.14 Proof of claim 
admitted by liquidators.  
12.08.14 Awaiting further 
update. 
01.12.14 Ongoing.   
03.02.15 Matter ongoing. 
Change of lawyer to Squire 
Patton Boggs.  
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25
th

 March 2014 

 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 29
th

 April 2014 held 8 May 2014 

25th March 
2014 

5/2014/35 

That Council consider a provision in the Draft 2014/15 Budget of 
$150,000 for a new Unified Communications telephone system and 
associated data infrastructure upgrade. Subject to funding it is further 
recommended that Council proceed to stage 2 being the preparation 
of tender documentation and the calling of tenders. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director Corporate 
Services 

15.04.14 Included in draft 
14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget 
determination.  
16.06.14 No funds 
provided in 2014/15 
budget.  
14.07.14 Provision made in 
final adopted budget. 
Consultant finalising tender 
spec.  
12.08.14 Tender 
advertised.  
Tenders closed 09.09.14. 
Report to October meeting 
18.11.14 Project 
progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on 
scheduled. Cabling project 
to be finalised.  
03.02.15 Cabling project 
completed. Unified 
communications system 
planning well advanced 
prior to site installation.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

8 May 2014 7/2014/13 

That Council undertake negotiations with Transponder Technologies 
to develop a scope of works and quotation for the supply, installation 
and commissioning of a Point of Sale system at both the Harlequin St 
and Onyx St standpipes in Lightning Ridge. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

20.05.14 Awaiting further 
information.  
16.06.14 Request for 
detailed proposal made 
again on 16 June.  
14.07.14 Detailed proposal 
to be provided by 16 July 
2014 with report to August 
meeting. 
12.08.14 Company has 
had further discussions 
with DCS and DUS. 
18.09.14 Further 
clarification on some 
aspects being sought.  
10.10.14 Further 
discussions held with 
supplier. Pricing, modelling 
and further cost benefit 

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 27
th

 May 2014 

analysis required.  
18.11.14 No further 
progress. 
01.12.14 No further 
progress.  
03.02.15 Project not 
progressed.  

27 May 2014 8/2014/10 

 
1. That Council obtain detailed report on cost of running all sporting 
services in Walgett Shire. 
2. That naming rights for the Lightning Ridge Pool are investigated. 
 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Walford 

General Manager 

02.06.14 Report being 
prepared for August 2014 
meeting 
18.09.14 Deferred to 
October meeting.  
22.10.14 Deferred to 
November meeting.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/12 

 
That Council approve the disposal of identified e-waste and the 
Reserve e-waste be engaged to remove and dispose of the e-waste at 
no cost to Council 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

16.06.14 Project 
proceedings with next 
stage to stack and wrap on 
pallets.  
14.07.14 Project 
progressing.  
12.08.14 Project 
progressing. 
18.09.14 Project on hold 
due to other priorities.  
10.10.14 Project on hold. 
Interest in participating to 
be sought from Brewarrina 
and Bourke Councils.  
18.11.14 Project yet to be 
progressed.  
01.12.14 Project on hold 
due to other priorities.  
03.02.15 Service provider 
now requires e-waste to be 
shipped to Sydney. 
Alternative options being 
investigated. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/21 

 
That the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to negotiate 2-3 
year options on suitable land for commercial development in the 
Walgett CBD and also negotiate in relation to the possible commercial 
redevelopment of the carpark off Neilly Street, Walgett.  
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations 
continuing.  
22.10.14 Awaiting draft 
MOU.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Clr Taylor 
Can Council investigate the possibility of implementing a user pays 
system at the Burren Junction Bore Baths? 

General Manager 

27.05.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
investigations will take 
place as part of Council’s 

General Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24
th

 June 2014 

  
Response 
The General Manager advised that investigations will take place as 
part of Council’s review of Shire wide services. 

review of Shire wide 
services. 
15.09.14 Being prepared 
for October 2014 Meeting. 
22.10.14 Preparation of 
report delayed until 
November meeting.  

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Clr Lane 
There are currently no precinct committees in operation in Lightning 
Ridge, Walgett and Grawin. Should we encourage residents to get 
these committees up and running again? 
 

General Manager 

 
27.05.14 General Manager 
to investigate. The General 
Manager also advised that 
the Collarenebri Precinct 
Committee is in the 
process of being re-
established as the Town 
Improvement Committee. 

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Martinez 
Can 3 grids north of Lightning Ridge on the O’Brien’s property be 
addressed? 

Director Engineering 
Services 

Has been scheduled for 
inspection( 19/06/2014) 
 
14.07.14 Received three 
written quotations for 
fencing works. As per Grid 
policy, $4000 per grid can 
be contributed towards the 
removing the grid. 
12.08.14 Discussion took 
place with Mr O’Brien and 
waiting on his response.  

Director Engineering Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/14 

 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the report on the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage 
Advisor, Ray Christison, during 2013-2014. 
2. Endorse and adopt the following documents, as prepared by 
Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison: 
 (a) Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2013-2014. 
 (b) Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2014-2017. 
3.Endorse submission of the documents to the Heritage Branch of the 
NSW Department of Planning & Environment. 
4.Note that Ray Christison of High Ground Consulting has advised 
Walgett Shire Council that he will cease providing heritage advisory 
services as soon as Council can find a replacement advisor. 
5.Write to Ray Christison and thank him for his work as Walgett Shire 
Council’s heritage advisor from 2008 until 2014. 
6.Seek expressions of interest for a new Heritage Advisor: 
 (a) Consistent with the document titles “How to Establish a Heritage 
Advisor Service”, published by Heritage Branch, NSW Office of 
Environment & Heritage, July 2011. 
 (b) Where feasible, in consultation with the Bourke and Brewarrina 
Shire Councils as part of a resource sharing initiative of the Outback 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services is 
currently consultation with 
the Bourke and Brewarrina 
Shire Councils as part of a 
resource sharing initiative 
of the Outback Shires 
Alliance. 
Meeting held  10/9/2014 at 
Brewarrina to meet with 
Brewarrina  heritage 
advisor and discuss 
resource sharing.  
31.10.14 Council wrote to 
Office Environment & 
Heritage regarding 
facilitating sharing of 
Heritage Advisor  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 
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Shires Alliance. 
Moved: Clr Cooper  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
What is the progress of the fencing and ramps to be installed on 
Gerard O’Brien’s property? 
Clr Greenaway 
 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 
24.06.14 The Director 
Engineering Services 
advised that Expressions 
of Interest close on Friday 
4 July 2014. 
11.09.2014 – Waiting for 
response. 
 

Director Engineering Services 

 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Does Council currently have a Carpenter on staff? 
Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 

 
24.06.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
Council do not currently 
have a Carpenter, however 
are interested in hiring one. 
Council’s current Building 
Maintenance Officer does 
undertake small tasks in 
the main administration 
building. 

General Manager 

 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Coonabarabran to Mungindi Road 
Improvement Programme? 
Clr Greenaway 
 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 
24.06.14 The General 
Manager advised that 
Council have undertaken a 
feasibility study and are 
now waiting for response 
from Kevin Humphries MP 
who is coordinating the 
programme. Director of 
Engineering is to contact 
Mr Humphries to 
investigate where matter is 
up to. 
 
14.07.14 Discussed with  
Mayor  of Narrabri Shire 
Council on 7/7/2014  
regarding the project.  He 
will contact with Kevin 
Humphries for further  
updates. 

Director Engineering Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/21  

 
1. That the General Manager be authorised to take the necessary 
steps to resolve outstanding Title issues. 
2. That Council draft a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the 
development and exchange of the Neilly Street Carpark. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 

15.09.14 All owners 
contacted and in process 
of arranging transfers.  
21.10.14 Solicitors advise 
matter nearing resolution. 

General Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 22
nd

 July 2014 

24 June 2014 9/2014/22 

1. That a detailed review of Council’s staff housing stock be carried 
out in the 2014/15 financial year with a view to preparing not only not 
only a routine maintenance programme but also a capital upgrade and 
replacement programme as well.  
2. Further that Council reaffirm the approach of transferring the 
income from any property sales to a cash backed reserve to provide 
for future property development. 
3. Council obtain quotes for upgrade of work to the 6 Vaughn Place 
property and undertake work as necessary. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General 
Manager/Director 
Corporate Services 

14.07.14 Matter referred to 
Property Officer to obtain 
work schedule and cost. 
12.08.14 Awaiting report 
from builder.  
18.09.14 Review ongoing, 
tenders advertised for 
refurbishment of 6 Vaughn 
Place.  
10.10.14 Quotations being 
obtained.  
01.12.14 Analysis of 
property reports for overall 
works programs ongoing. 
Contract for 6 Vaughn 
Place awarded to GBC 
Builders.  

General Manager/Director 
Corporate Services 

 

22 July 2014 10/2014/16 

1.  That repairs to the existing lights on the western towers be 
undertaken at an estimated cost of $10,000 subject to unspent funds 
being brought forward from the 2013/2014 Parks and Reserves 
Capital Maintenance Vote. 
2. That an application be submitted under the Sport and Recreation 
Facility Development Program for 50% funding of a total upgrade of 
the Spider Brown Oval lights and if successful, that matching funding 
be provided from Parks and Reserves Capital Maintenance Vote in 
the 2015 / 2016 Budget. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

12.08.14 LRE to undertake 
lightning repairs.  
18.09.14 Work completed, 
funding program not yet 
open.  
10.10.14 Application being 
developed. Program open 
and closes on 31 October 
2014.  
01.12.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application.  
03.02.15 Advice received 
that application was 
unsuccessful.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

There are parts of fencing, doors and windows missing from a house 
on the corner of Morilla and Gem Streets which looks untidy. Can 
Council issue an order for the property to be tidied up? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate 
 
Clr Lane 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

The residence is boarded 
up, ongoing investigation, 
monitoring by P&R staff is 
occurring currently. 
8/9/2014. . Owner has 
advised that unsecured 
buildings will be made 
secure. 
 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

The change room floor at the Lightning Ridge Bore Baths becomes 
slippery and a user has fallen. There are also loose floor tiles and 
drainage issues. Can work be done to resolve these issues? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that the Property Officer is in 
the process of organising a non-slip flooring to be installed as an 
interim measure. 
 
Clr Woodcock 

General Manager 

12.08.14 Anti-slip coating 
purchased and to be 
applied by urban services 
staff.  
22.10.14 New tiles etc 
have been laid in men’s 
dressing shed. 

General Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26
th

 August 2014 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

Does Council currently own a mobile kitchen? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that Council does own a mobile kitchen 
which is kept at the Depot. Some work will need to be done before it is 
able to be used. 
 
Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

12.08.14 Unit to be made 
roadworthy in first instance. 
18.09.15 Report to 
September meeting.  
10.10.14 Refurbishment of 
unit proceeding.  
18.11.14 Project on track.  
01.12.14 Update to be 
provided to December 
meeting.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next meeting 

What is the progress of works to be undertaken at the Lightning Ridge 
IGA? 
Response  
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that propping 
has been put in place and an engineer has approved this propping. 
Council recently wrote to the IGA owner requesting information 
regarding permanent propping with no response. The Director 
Planning & Regulatory Services will follow up response. 
 
Clr Cooper 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Ongoing correspondence 

between Council and IGA 

owner relating to permeant 

propping, currently no 

indication as to when 

design shall be completed 

by Engineers.  

. In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 

building owner’s legal 

representative expects 

work to commence late 

March 2015 to implement 

permanent remediation 

measures. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

22 July 2014 10/2014/24 

1. That Council receive and note the report and consider the waste 
management facilities opening hours. 
2.That Council conduct a consumer survey to establish the times 
consumers use the facilities to see if the actual hours of operation 
need to be varied rather than the length of time the facilities are open. 
3.That Council conduct an education campaign for the users of all 
waste management facilities within the Shire. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

12.08.14 Education 
campaign underway, 
potential survey to go out 
with next newsletter to 
residents.  
18.11.14 Education 
campaign progressing re 
illegal dumping.  
03.02.15 Ongoing.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/4 

 
That the General Manager investigate the most appropriate or 
opportune timing for withdrawal from the Weight of Loads Committee, 
and that Council advise the Weights of Loads Committee that Council 
will be withdrawing membership of the organisation at that time. 
 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 
15.09.14 Constitution to be 
reviewed to determine 
process required.  

General Manager 
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26 August 
2014 

11/2014/11 

 
1. That Council receive and note the General Manager’s Report in 
respect of fund balances held at 30 June 2014 this report, confirm the 
amount of $4213641.52 shown as internally restricted reserves and 
endorse the carried forward expenditure of $828,052.00 (General 
Fund), $274,110.00 (Water Funds),$350,000.00 (Sewerage Funds) 
and $69,607 (Waste Funds). 
 
2. Further, that a report be prepared outlining what courses of action 
are available to Council  
to utilise Minor Fund surpluses  to address Council’s infrastructure 
backlog and improve its 
future sustainability. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 

1. No further action 
required. 
2. Currently being 
investigated.  

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/12 

 
That Council convene a meeting of all the stakeholders involved with 
the Lightning Ridge Racecourse and Spider Brown Oval Complex to 
agree on a list of projects to be undertaken and then setting a 
reasonable time frame in which to prepare at strategic plan for the 
complex in order to both attract funding and carry out the works 
involved. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General Manager 
15.09.14 Meetings held 
report to September 
meeting.  

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/13 

 
That That Council consider the revised draft Memorandum of 
Understanding and determine whether or not it is keen on proceeding 
with the concept and, if so, how to best further the development of the 
‘whole of community” in partnership with key local organisations. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General Manager 

15.09.14 MOU discussions 
arranged.  
22.10.14 Discussions 
ongoing.  

General Manager 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/21 

 
That Council advise the Burren Junction community that if a 
partnership arrangement can be established between the Burren 
Junction community and the Department of Education with regards to 
the Burren Junction School of Arts Hall, Council will; 
1. Consider re-opening the main hall for restricted use after 
completing repairs estimated to cost $67,000 including the 
replacement of guttering. 
2. Hold a further community meeting at Burren Junction on Thursday 
17 September 2014 at 5:30pm at the Burren Junction RSL. 
3. Apply for heritage funding grants to carry out necessary renovations 
to the hall.  
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

Meeting at Burren Junction 
held 17.09.14 
10.10.14 Further 
community meeting held 
17.09.14. Scope of works 
to be developed by working 
group before meeting at 
Burren Junction.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on 
schedule.  
03.02.15 Hall re-opened for 
restricted use. Longer term 
plan for complete 
restoration to be 
developed.  

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23

rd
 September 2014 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/35 

 
1. That the Mayor and General Manager be delegated authority to 
accept offers for Lot 157 DP 882747, and Lot 156 DP 882747 in 
Council’s Industrial Subdivision, and that any necessary 
documentation be executed under the Common Seal of Council.  
2. That the proceeds of sale be transferred to Council’s Property 
Development Reserve.  
 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

General Manager 
15.09.14 Negotiations 
continuing.  

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/14 

 
1.Council operations close for the three days Monday 29th to 
Wednesday 31st inclusive and Friday 2 January 2015 and the General 
Manager make satisfactory arrangements for the maintenance of 
essential services and provision of emergency call out services. 
2.The closedown be effectively notified to residents along with details 
of essential service and emergency call out arrangements. 
3. Note the Outdoor Staff shutdown period from Friday 19 December, 
2014 to Monday 12 January 2015. 
 
Moved: Clr Cooper   
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 
24.09.14 Action to initiate 
closedowns etc have been 
finalised.   

General Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
17.11.14 Completed 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/17 

 
1. As the Lightning Ridge Bore Baths perimeter fencing has now been 
completed at a cost of $ 23,030 providing a saving of $16,970 that this 
amount be transferred to the Contingency Account in 2014/15. 
2. In turn, that an amount of $8,000 (est) be transferred from the 
Contingency Account to undertake the urgent improvement works to 
the Lightning Ridge Bore Baths change rooms, showers and toilets.  
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

General Manager 
30.09.14 Appropriate 
provisions being made in 
1

st
 QTR QBRS  

General Manager 

 
 
 
 
18.11.14 Completed 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/18 

 
1. That Council adopt a budget of $35,100 to carry out the works 
identified above within the current year and that appropriate 
amendments be made to the 2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget in 
conjunction with the September, 2014 QBRS. 
And further that Council’s Asset Management staff work with key 
stakeholders to prepare a strategic plan for the complex which 
includes detailed cost estimates and identifies funding sources for the 
proposed capital works programme 
 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director Corporate 
Services 

18.11.14 To be included in 
September QBRS. 
01.12.14 Purchase Order 
issued for construction.  
03.02.15 Strategic plan yet 
to commence.   

Director Corporate Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/19 

 
1. That Council adopt the following roster for the Lions Park Lightning 
Ridge Sunday Markets: 
Dates      Event Co-ordinator 

General Manager 

24.09.14 Regulatory signs 
in place. 
22.10.14 Advice of market 
arrangements to be 

General Manager 
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1st Sunday of Every Month  Lightning Ridge 
Community Radio Inc. 
2nd Sunday of Every Month  United Hospital 
Auxiliary  
3rd Sunday of Every Month  Royal Flying Doctor 
Service 
4th Sunday of Every Month  Historical Society 
Trust/LR Mens’ Shed 
5th  Sunday of every Month (2 p.a.) Rotary Club of 
Lightning Ridge  
2. Further that the Historical Society Trust share its allocated date with 
the Lightning Ridge Mens’ Shed group who would undertake the BBQ 
on behalf of the Trust and that on any month were there wasn’t a fifth 
Sunday that the Historical Society Trust and Rotary Club of Lightning 
Ridge would share the 4th Sunday rotating alternatively. 
3. It is also a condition that dogs not be allowed to be taken to the 
Sunday Markets. 
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

circulated.  

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/22 

 
That Council consider inviting local residents to register their interest 
in participating drought relief employment projects as a means to 
being able to justify the funding for such projects. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General Manager 
22.10.14 Advertisements 
forms and press releases 
being drafted.  

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/24 

 
1.That the Council accept the $20,000 grant offered by the NSW 
Government of Communities Sport and Recreation Grant Funding for 
the upgrade of the Lightning Ridge netball courts lighting and; 
2.That provision be made in the September QBRS for the project 
funding of $40,000 to  be offset by grant income of $20,000 (bet cost 
$20,000) and Council’s contribution being by way of transfer from the 
Recreation and Capital Maintenance Vote.  
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

10.10.14 Project to be 
progressed in accordance 
with Council resolution.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing.  
01.12.14 Quotations being 
sought.  
03.02.15 LED Australia 
engaged to undertake 
works. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/25 

 
That: 
1. Council note the content of the report. 
2. A hire charge of $100 per day be set for use of the unit. 
3. The unit is only available for hire by community organisation. 
4 The hire income be receipted into the general ledger and that 
income be journaled back to the plant fund. 
5. That the hire charge for functions held at the Burren Junction Hall 
be covered by Council during the period that the Burren Junction Hall 
kitchen is unavailable. 
6. That a bond of $200 be set for the use of the unit. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

10.10.14 Arrangements 
progressing and hire form 
being developed.  
18.11.14 Project 
progressing. 
01.12.14 Project on track. 
03.02.15 Unit completed 
and ready for use.  

Director Corporate Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28

 
October 2014 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/26 

 
1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2. That the quotation from Douglas Bros for supply and installation of 
new front fence at the Walgett Masonic Lodge at an estimated cost of 
$7,700.00 be accepted and that it be funded from B/L 11.03056.4081 
Recreation and Culture Capital Maintenance. 
      
       
Moved: Clr Lane   
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

10.10.14 Project 
proceeding and DA lodged.  
18.11.14 DA approved, 
awaiting contractor.  
01.12.14 Job scheduled to 
commence 10 December 
2014.  
27.01.15 Delay in 
materials, project to 
commence 1

st
 week of 

February.   

Director Corporate Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Opal FM have been unsuccessful in obtaining ongoing funding. Can 
Council look into giving financial assistance to Opal FM? 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
23.09.14 GM requested 
further info from Opal FM 

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

There is a drainage issue in Peel Street, Walgett between Arthur and 
Euroka Streets with water and scum in the gutters. Can this be 
investigated? 
Clr Cooper 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

18.11.14 Investigation 
complete, pipe and bits to 
be installed.  
01.12.14 Work scheduled 
for 28 January 2015.  
03.02.15 Work in progress.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

The Carinda to Walgett Road is in poor condition where geotextile has 
been applied. Can this be investigated? 
Clr Cooper 

Director Engineering 
Services 

11.11.2014 – Work has 
commenced. 
03.02.15 Work in progress.  

Director Engineering Services 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

There are a high number of wandering dogs in Lightning Ridge. Can 
this be investigated? 
Clr Martinez 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 
26.09.14 Acting Director 
requested Council’s 
Ranger to undertake 
increased regular patrols in 
Lightning Ridge. 
7.11.14 Completed with 
ongoing surveillance by 
Council’s Regulatory 
Officer.  The Regulatory 
Officer has been absent for 
several weeks due to 
illness but commenced 
work again on 19-1-2015. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
No further action required at 
this time. 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/13 

1. That a community meeting be held in Carinda to discuss the 
operation of the Carinda Pool. 
2.That following the community meeting the General Manager and 
Mayor be delegated authority to take appropriate action.  
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Corporate 
Services 

18.11.14 Meeting held and 
local contact is Carinda 
Service Station.  
01.12.14 New 
arrangements in place.  
03.02.15 Revised 
arrangements working well. 

Director Corporate Services 

 
 
 
 
03.02.15 Completed.  
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25 November 2014 

28 October 
2014 

13/2014/15 

1.Note the response letter dated 25 September 2014 from NSW 
Crown Lands indicating that it has no objection to the establishment of 
an off-leash area for dogs at Lightning Ridge, within Crown Reserve 
R84117 for public recreation and a racecourse. 
2.Proceed with the establishment of an off-leash area for dogs at 
Lightning Ridge, within Crown Reserve R84117 for public recreation 
and a racecourse, over the area shown in Attachment A. 
3.Request the General Manager to make arrangements for the 
erection of appropriate signage for the off leash area. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

7.11.14 Email sent asking 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure to action 
resolution.  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a roundabout be put in place in Fox Street near the BP? 
Clr Murray 

Director Engineering 
Services 

28.10.14 Council is to 
forward the request to the 
Local Area Traffic 
Committee Meeting for 
consideration. 
03.02.15 Matter referred to 
LATC. Due to cost this will 
not go ahead.  

Director Engineering Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge IGA matter? 
Clr Woodcock 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Letter sent 16 October 
2014 requesting 
confirmation of who has 
been appointed as the 
engineer and expected 
time frame for completion 
of permanent remediation 
works. 
In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 
building owner’s legal 
representative expects 
work to commence late 
March 2015 to implement 
permanent remediation 
measures. 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

15/2014/9 

That the action being  taken by the General Manager in preparing and 
submitting an application for  National Stronger Regions Fund – “Main 
Street Makeovers” be endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

General Manager 
28.11.14 Application 
lodged.  

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

15/2014/15 

 
1. That the WSC AFM Quotation and Tender Thresholds and WSC 
Purchasing Policy and Procedures be rescinded. 
2. That the Procurement and Tendering Policy and Policy Procedure 
be adopted.  
 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

Director Corporate 
Services 

01.12.14 Policy and 
procedure to be 
implemented.  
03.02.15 Awaiting meeting 
of contractors.  

Director Corporate Services 
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25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a report be brought to Council regarding changing the name of 
the Gundabloui Road to the Mungindi Road as it was previously 
named? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Greenaway 

Director Engineering 
Services 

11.12.14 A report is to be 
prepared for the February 
Council Meeting.  

Director Engineering Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Grawin Bore project? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that a community consultation session 
is to be held at Grawin in the near future. Residents are to be advised 
that they will need to contribute towards the cost of the bore. 
Clr Martinez 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

01.12.14 A meeting is to be 
held with the Grawin 
community shortly.  
03.02.15 Community 
consultation to be held this 
month.  

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

The 2015 ANZAC Day celebrations will be held in Gray Park, Walgett. 
Will the Walgett ANZAC Committee have to cover the cost of 
temporary toilet facilities for the day? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services to investigate. 
Clr Keir 

Director Corporate 
Services 

01.12.14 Awaiting outcome 
of grant application in 
December, but temporary 
facilities will be made 
available for the event. 
03.02.15 Grant application 
unsuccessful. $75,000 in 
December QBRS. Further 
consideration to be given 
to temporary toilets closer 
to event.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Did Council staff install “Fire Hydrant” signs on top of the existing 
signs at St Joseph’s School Walgett? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate. 
Clr Keir 

General Manager 
11.12.14 Signs were not 
installed by Council staff.  

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can garbage bins be installed along the footpath outside of the 
Walgett IGA? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 
Clr Murray 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

01.12.14 Investigating  
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council write to Kevin Humphries MP requesting that mental 
health services within the Shire are better coordinated and have a 
more regular presence? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 
Clr Murray 

General Manager 
04.12.14  Letter being 
drafted.  

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Walgett fishermen have noted that they have recently not been able to 
access the Weir. Why are they not able to access the weir now? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 

Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
04.12.14 Private property 
access issues being 
researched.   

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council install water meters to properties outside of Lightning 
Ridge near the tip? 
Response 
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advised that Council 
cannot install water meters outside of the town area. He further 
advised that a report on illegal use of the town water supply was 
brought to Council recently.  Council resolved to seek legal advice, 
and he will be submitting that  advice to Council in conjunction with an 
updated report. 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

02.12.14 Response 
provided at meeting by  
Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 
Updated report currently 
being drafted for 
submission to Council. 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 17 December 2014 

Clr Taylor 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge Post Office issue? 
Response 
The Mayor advised that he has been informed by Mr Mark Coulton MP 
that Australia Post are planning to take over the Post Office from the 
current Post Master. 
Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.12.14 Waiting for advice 
from Australia Post.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

People who leave their car windows open to cool their car down while 
they are parked in Lightning Ridge during hot weather are receiving 
$104.00 fines from the Highway Patrol Officer. Can Council discuss 
this issue with the Police? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the Highway Patrol does not 
operate as part of the Castlereagh Local Area Command. The 
General Manager further advised that he will be attending an REMC 
meeting next week and he will raise the issue with the Assistant Police 
Commissioner who will be in attendance as well. 
Clr Taylor 

General Manager 
04.12.14 Not raised at the 
meeting. Being checked 
with Highway Patrol.  

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can flags be installed in Morilla and Opal Streets in Lightning Ridge 
as part of the Main Street Beautification Project? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate. 
Clr Walford 

General Manager 
04.12.14 To be listed for 
discussion at next 
consultation session.  

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

15/2014/24 

1. That Council resolve to sell the properties as listed in appendix 1 of 
this report in accordance by public auction in accordance with the Sec 
713 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
2. That the only payment arrangement acceptable to the Council be 
payment in full. 
3. That Council resolve that Saturday 28th March 2015 at 10:30am be 
the date and time of the auction for sale of land for unpaid rates. 
 
Moved: Clr Cooper 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

1. Letter send 01.12.14 
2. Progressing 
01.12.14 Arrangements 
being put in place.  
03.02.15 Matter 
progressing. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/5 

1. That an invitation be extended to the Minister for Emergency 
Services and NSW RFS Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons to meet 
with Council representatives to discuss  the following issues; 
a)The issue of the use of cheaper, more effective tanker trailer units in 
the North  West Zone rather than more expensive fire trucks. 
b)The issue of fire protection clothing suitable for North West Zone 
conditions. 
2. That a copy of the invitation letter is provided to Greg Sim and 
Kevin Humphries MP. 
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General Manager  General Manager 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/6 

That an invitation be extended to the NSW Minister for Education Mr 
Adrian Piccoli MP to review the effectiveness of the Connected 
Communities concept at the  Walgett Community College as it 
does not appear to be meeting whole of community expectations. 

General Manager  General Manager 
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2.That a copy of the invitation letter is provided to Kevin Humphries 
MP.  
 
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/11 

That a meeting with the Local Federal Member Mark Coulton MP be 
arranged as a matter of urgency to follow up Council’s various 
Drought Submissions/initiatives. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

General Manager  General Manager 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/14 

1. That Council note the content of the report and that the list be 
reviewed by councillors and staff for accuracy and omissions. 
2.That Councillors Keir, Greenaway and Woodcock meet with Council 
staff after the February 2015 meeting to review the report.  
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Review meeting 
scheduled for after the 
February Council Meeting.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/15 

That Council note the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
for September and adopt the adjustments/changes indicated within 
each report respectively. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 Director Corporate Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/19 

That this item is deferred until a response is received from the NSW 
RFS Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons regarding the issues raised 
by Clr Murray in his Motion of Notice. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Engineering 
Services 

23.01.15 Work in progress.  Director Engineering Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/21 

1. That the Level 2 Garden Watering restriction is amended to allow 
watering from 7:00pm to 9:00pm only, from 16 December 2014. 
2. That the Office of Water/State Water are requested to investigate 
illegal irrigation upstream of Walgett. 
3. That Council initiate an approach for emergency bore or pumping 
from the Barwon River funding as a matter of urgency. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Acting Director Urban 
and Infrastructure 
Services 

03.02.15 1 and 2 done. 3 –
awaiting response from 
local member.  

Acting Director Urban and 
Infrastructure Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Can Council investigate re-installing the Walgett Town sign on the 
Kamilaroi Highway once it is repaired? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to take appropriate 
action for repairs and re-installation. 
Clr Murray 

Acting Director Urban 
and Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Acting Director Urban and 
Infrastructure Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

The unsealed road near the Walgett tip is untidy and there is rubbish 
in the area. Can this be tidied up? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that the 
area was cleared last week and he will investigate further and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Murray 

Acting Director Urban 
and Infrastructure 
Services 

03.02.15 Completed, next 
step may be to engage 
R&R Services regarding 
illegal dumping.  

Acting Director Urban and 
Infrastructure Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

The undercover area between the small and large swimming pools in 
Walgett that was previously grassed is now dirt. Can Council 
investigate? 

Director Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Work to be 
undertaken when pool 
closes in April.  

Director Corporate Services 
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 Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that a number of options for 
recovering are currently being investigated and appropriate action will 
be taken without any further delay. 
Clr Cooper 

17 December 
2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Can the Rosemary around the ANZAC Monument in Fox Street 
Walgett be removed? 
 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the RSL is planning on installing 
planter boxes around the Monument but that the damaged rosemary 
will be removed in the interim period. 
Clr Keir 

Acting Director Urban 
and Infrastructure 
Services 

03.02.15 Actioned by RSL 
Sub Branch Committee.  

Acting Director Urban and 
Infrastructure Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Brian Hannigan has written to Council regarding the misspelling of the 
Hardy’s Lease Road. Can his letter be acknowledged and a response 
sent? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services advised that the letter has been 
received, will be acknowledged by letter and appropriate action 
initiated without delay to correct the spelling error. 
Clr Keir 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 Director Engineering Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

What is the progress of the fencing issue at the Walgett Weir? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the laneway to the weir will be 
fenced shortly and arrangement for access made as necessary. 
 
Clr Keir 

General Manager  General Manager 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Has the Walgett Masonic Hall fencing project started? A window has 
also recently been broken at the Hall. 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that the project has started 
and the broken window will be repaired without delay. 
Clr Keir 

Director Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Referred to 
property officer.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

17 December 
2014 

Questions 
Next Meeting 

Can the letter received from Michael Hughes Transport be 
acknowledged? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the letter received will be 
acknowledged and further negotiation for the sale of the land involved 
initiated. 
Clr Keir 

General Manager  General Manager 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/24 

1.That the summary of the performance monitoring undertaken by LG 
NSW Management Solutions on behalf of Council be received and 
noted.  
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

General Manager  General Manager 

 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/25 

That Council endorse the proposed reorganisation of Council’s 
functional activities into a three divisional structure and that an 
appropriate consultation process be commenced early in January, 
2015 with a view to a definite proposal being put before Council for 
consideration in February, 2015. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General Manager  General Manager 
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17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/26 

That Council accept the quotation from Everingham Electrical & Data 
Pty Ltd in the sum of $42,306 for the supply and installation of cabling 
for voice & data networks. 
 
That an amount of $13,000 be transferred from office furniture & 
equipment replacement (Budget 11.03823.3827) and $10,000 from IT 
support general (Budget 11.03823.4975) to Budget 11.03823.3923 
(telephone system upgrade). 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Project underway.  Director Corporate Services 

 



LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEKLY RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT NSW – FEBRUARY 2015 

 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 
 

 
Summary: 

 
 Copies of weekly circulars numbers 48-3 received from Local Government NSW since the 

December Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  
 

Background: 
 

The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of Councillors: 

 
Issue 48 
 
Item 7: Seniors Card App 
Item 8: Disaster Preparedness Messages 
Item 13: Public Programs for February 2015 
Item 14: Boat Trailer Parking – Circular to Councils 
 
Issue 49 
 
Item 2: Independent Review of TCorp’s Financial Sustainability of the NSW Local 
Government Sector report 
Item 3: LGNSW’s State Election Priorities 2015 
Item 5: Display of Election Campaign Material on Power Poles 
Item 8: State Wage Case 2014 
 
Issue 1 
 
Item 11: Constructive Workplace Communication – New Public Program 
Item 14: 2014 Waste Regulation – Planning Implications 
 
Issue 2 
 
Item 7: Reviewed NSW Waste Strategy Sets New Targets 
Item 8: Public Holidays 
Item 16: Regional Airport Funding Announcement 
 
Issue 3 
 
Item 7: Fit for the Future Workshops for February and March 2015 
Item 8: Work Health and Safety Briefings for February and March 2015 
Item 10: Constructive Workplace Communication – New Public Program 
Item 11: Public Programs for February 2015 
Item 13: Update on the NSW Online Registry for the Supreme, District and Local Courts 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

57 
 

Current Position: 
 

Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any 
matters of interest with the General Manager prior to the Meeting. Staff also have the task of 
following up and lodging application for grant funding where funding for Council projects may 
be available. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and 
keep abreast of Local Government issues occurring at Industry level. 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Legal Issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Not Applicable 

 
Conclusion: 

 
Both Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to consider the contents of the various 
circulars and determine what action, if any, needs to be taken. 

 

Circulars Received from the Local Government NSW  

Recommendation: 
 

That the information contained in the weekly circulars numbers 48 – 3 from the Local 
Government NSW be received and noted. 

 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway   
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil  
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CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT – FEBRUARY 2015 

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Copies of circular received 14-32 to 15-04 from the Local Government Division Department 
of Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 

 
Background: 

 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of councillors: 
 
Circular 14-32:  Release of Rural Council Workshop Paper and Request for Feedback 
Circular 14-33: Release of Merger Business Case Panel Guide for Councils 
Circular 15-01: Local Government Amendment (Elections) Bill 2014 
Circular 15-02: Disclosure of Information by Councils to NBN Co Limited for the  
   Delivery of the National Broadband Network 
Circular 15-03: Disability Inclusion Action Planning requirements of Local Councils 
Circular 15-04: Release of Fit for the Future Template 3 (Rural Council Proposal) 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 

 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors 
under separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on 
Local Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  

 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
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Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government – February 2015  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 14-32 to 15-04 from 
the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:    
Seconded:  

 
Attachments: 
 
Circulars 14-32 to 15-04 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR – FEBRUARY 2015 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Monthly calendar of Council activities. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly 
in-house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff 
to plan their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when 
they have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send 
meeting notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is 
received meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar 
and the representative(s) names flagged. 

 
Current Position: 
 
The calendar for the months of February 2015 to April 2015 is attached. Councillors are 
requested to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming 
community or councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

Not applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 

 

Monthly Calendar – February 2015 to April 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period February 2015 to 
April 2015. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
  
Calendar for February to April 2015



February  2015 

  

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Sun 1 Feb    

Mon 2 Feb 11:00am Regional Airservices and Walgett Weir Projects Meetings – Sydney 
General Manager & Act Director 
Urban Infrastructure Services 

Tues 3 Feb    

Weds 4 Feb    

Thurs 5 Feb 4:00pm MVWAC Executive Meeting – Dubbo General Manager 

Fri 6 Feb 9:00am GMAC Meeting – Dubbo General Manager 

Sat 7 Feb    

Sun 8 Feb    

Mon 9 Feb 09:00am Far Western Academy of Sport AGM – Bourke General Manager 

Tues 10 Feb 10:00am February Council Meeting – Walgett All Councillors and Directors 

Weds 11 Feb    

Thurs 12 Feb    

Fri 13 Feb 5:30pm Welcome to Community Event – Collarenebri Club All Councillors and Directors 

Sat 14 Feb    

Sun 15 Feb    

Mon 16 Feb    

Tues 17 Feb    

Weds 18 Feb    

Thurs 19 Feb TBC Far West Initiative – State Agency Forum - Dubbo General Manager  

Fri 20 Feb 09:00am OROC Meeting – Dubbo General Manager & Mayor 

Sat 21 Feb    

Sun 22 Feb 3:00pm Western Division Shires Meeting – Condobolin  
Mayor, Deputy Mayor & General 

Manager 

Mon 23 Feb 8:00am Western Division Shires Meeting – Condobolin 
Mayor, Deputy Mayor & General 

Manager 

Tues 24 Feb 8:00am Western Division Shires Meeting – Condobolin 
Mayor, Deputy Mayor & General 

Manager 

Weds 25 Feb TBC Budget Review Meeting All Councillors and Directors 

Thurs 26 Feb    

Fri 27 Feb 5:30pm Welcome to Community Event – Lightning Ridge All Councillors and Directors 

Sat 28 Feb    
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March  2015 

  

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Sun 1 March    

Mon 2 March 10:00am Auction – CMCC Depot and Plant Coonamble General Manager 

Tues 3 March     

Weds 4 March    

Thurs 5 March 9:00am Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance Meeting - Nyngan 
General Manager & Act. 

Director Urban Infrastructure 
Services 

Fri 6 March    

Sat 7 March    

Sun 8 March    

Mon 9 March    

Tues 10 March    

Weds 11 March    

Thur 12 March    

Fri 13 March 5:30pm Welcome to Community Event – Walgett Sporting Club All Councillors and Directors 

Sat 14 March    

Sun 15 March    

Mon 16 March 10:00am CMCC Meeting - Walgett 
General Manager, Clrs 

Greenaway & Woodcock 

Tues 17 March    

Weds 18 March    

Thur 19 March    

Fri 20 March    

Sat 21 March    

Sun 22 March    

Mon 23 March    

Tues 24 March 10:00am Council Meeting – Lightning Ridge All Councillors and Directors 

Weds 25 March    

Thur 26 March    

Fri 27 March    

Sat 28 March 10:00am Sale of Land for Unpaid/Overdue Rates – Walgett Council Chambers General Manager 

Sun 29 March    

Mon 30 March    

Tues 31 March    
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April  2015 

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Weds 1 April    

Thurs 2 April 8:00am Special Council Meeting – Council Budget All Directors and Councillors 

Fri 3 April  Good Friday Public Holiday  

Sat 4 April    

Sun 5 April  Easter Sunday  

Mon 6 April  Easter Monday Public Holiday  

Tues 7 April    

Weds 8 April    

Thurs 9 April    

Fri 10 April    

Sat 11 April    

Sun 12 April    

Mon 13 April 10:00am CMCC Meeting – Gilgandra 
General Manager, Clrs 

Greenaway & Woodcock 

Tues 14 April    

Weds 15 April    

Thurs 16 April    

Fri 17 April 9:00am GMAC Meeting – Dubbo General Manager 

Sat 18 April    

Sun 19 April    

Mon 20 April    

Tues 21 April    

Weds 22 April    

Thurs 23 April    

Fri 24 April    

Sat 25 April    

Sun 26 April    

Mon 27 April    

Tues 28 April 10:00am Council Meeting – Collarenebri All Directors and Councillors 

Weds 29 April    

Thurs 30 April    
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    
 

 
 

A supplementary report will be circulated prior to the meeting 
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LIGHTNING RIDGE – EASTER CARNIVAL “PIG RACE” 
SPONSORSHIP 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    
 

 
 

A supplementary report will be circulated prior to the meeting 
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WESTERN DIVISION CONFERENCE - MOTIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    
 

 
 

A supplementary report will be circulated prior to the meeting 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
FROM GENERAL MANAGER – FEBRUARY 2015 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 

FILE NUMBER:   000/000 
 

 
1. Welcome to the Community functions 

 
‘Welcome to the Community’ functions will be held in Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge and 
Walgett on the following dates;  
 

 Collarenebri Bowling Club – Friday 13 February at 5:30pm 

 Lightning Ridge Bowling Club – Friday 27 February at 5:30pm 

 Walgett District Sporting Club – Friday 13 March at 5:30pm 
  
These events will run in a similar manner to the events held in 2014 – a promotional 
campaign will target all newcomers to each of our communities. At the event, newcomers will 
have the opportunity to meet and talk to existing community members and service providers, 
and receive a ‘goody bag’ with relevant information from the respective community. Media 
releases will be used heavily in the lead up to the functions to maximise attendance. 
Councillors and Directors are encouraged to attend each of the events.  
 
$3,500 has been allocated from 11.03763.2250 Marketing & Promotion. 
 
 
A supplementary report on the below items will be circulated prior to the meeting; 
 
1. Walgett Weir Upgrade 
2. Airport Improvement Grants 
3. RPT Service – Expressions of Interest 
4. Unemployment Initiatives 
5. Rural Council Concept 
6. Dentist Facility  
7. Budget Timeline 
 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only General Manager 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed for brief mention or information is received, noted and 

endorsed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT – DECEMBER 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460-03 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as 
at 31 December 2014. 
 
Background: 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth 
Bank and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the 
account at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As at 31 December 2014 the operational bank account’s balance was $760,935.30. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

 
 
1 Term Deposit was recalled to the value of $750,000.00. 
No new Term Deposits were made. 
1 transfer was made from the BOS account to the value of $500,000.00.  
1 transfer was made to the BOS account to the value of $600,000.00.  
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As at 31 December 2014 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$16,250,000.00. The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
Term Deposits       $16,250,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $                0.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market values at 30 
November 2014 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. The CDO’s are at a N/A value. Legal 
proceedings against Lehman Brothers are in progress to reclaim a portion of the value 
invested. 
Business Online Saver Account Balance   $ 2,207,034.70 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
09/1772-02/0028 December 2014 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0015 Investments Report To Council 2014/2015 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
As at 31 December 2014 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds 
were $19,169,073.49 represented by: 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance   $     712,038.79 
Investments      $16,250,000.00 
BOS Account      $  2,207,034.70 
 

Cash On Hand and Investment Report as at 31 December 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
1. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 December 2014 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT – JANUARY 2015 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460-03 

  

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as 
at 31 January 2015. 
 
Background: 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth 
Bank and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the 
account at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As at 31 January 2015 the operational bank account’s balance was $1,669,153.37. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

 
 
1 Term Deposit was recalled to the value of $500,000.00. 
No new Term Deposits were made. 
No transfers were made from the BOS account.  
No transfers were made to the BOS account. 
As at 31 January 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$15,750,000.00. The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
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Term Deposits       $15,750,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $                0.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market values at 
31 December 2014 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. The CDO’s are at a N/A value. 
Legal proceedings against Lehman Brothers are in progress to reclaim a portion of the value 
invested. 
Business Online Saver Account Balance   $2,210,962.53 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
09/1772-02/0029 January 2015 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0015 Investments Report To Council 2014/2015 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
As at 31January 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$19,616,569.20 represented by: 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance    $  1,655,606.67 
Investments       $15,750,000.00 
BOS Account       $  2,210,962.53 
  

Cash on Hand and Investment Report as at 31 January 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 

1. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 January 2015 be received. 
 

Moved:  
Seconded:



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



QUARTERLY OUTSTANDING RATES REPORT – DECEMBER 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Jeremy Way – Rates Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   12/183 

 

 
Summary: 
 
With successive Section 713 sale of land for unpaid rates undertaken and another sale set 
for 28 March 2015, along with an increased focus in developing debt recovery, the 
percentage of outstanding rates and charges has continued to improve. This can be 
demonstrated in the comparative of December 2013 figure being 12.05% when compared to 
December 2014 being 10.77%.  
 
Council aimed to achieve a benchmark of 10% or lower and this was achieved at 30 June 
2014 and this report indicates that gains continue to be made.  
 
Background: 
 
A key performance indicator as part of T-Corp Independent Local Government Review is 
Council’s ability to collect Rates & Charges, as determined by measuring the arrears in 
relation to the total rates levied (%).  
 
A benchmark for Walgett Shire Council, part of the Group 10 Councils, on average has been 
10% or better.  
 
Current Position: 
 
Council has undertaken section 713 sales on an annual basis and will hold another rating 
sale on 28 March 2015.  These sales, along with an increased focus on debt recovery, have 
improved the percentage of outstanding rates and charges. This is demonstrated in the 
attached December 2014 quarterly report. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Quarterly Report - Outstanding Rates as at 31 December 2014. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council must act in the community’s best interest to ensure adequate service provision is 
upheld through measures of improving long term financial sustainability. A key area is to 
show improvement in rates recovery by reducing the outstanding rates percentage to an 
acceptable benchmarked value.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
There are no current or future environmental issues known associated with this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community  
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Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by 
external bodies such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review 
Panel. Efforts to improve and lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges will 
strengthen Walgett Shire Council’s long term financial position, with a view to aim for the 
benchmark of 10%.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
This report recommends that Council note the improved outstanding rates percentage and 
ongoing commitment to improve this key performance indicator.   
 

Quarterly Outstanding Rates Report – December 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
Council note the improved outstanding rates percentage and ongoing commitment to 
improve this key performance indicator. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
 
Quarterly Report - Outstanding Rates as at 31 December 2014 
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Dec-14 Dec-13

Arrears from previous year 836,128.94 1,339,387.14

Sub Total 836,128.94 1,339,387.14

Current Year Activity

Legal fees (Including write off's) 24,068.22 (2,088.02) 

Adjusted Levy 8,474,577.78    8,286,908.60  

Interest (Including write off's) 29,099.15 (13,287.63) 

Adjustments (Including Write Off's) (8,992.84) (71,618.09) 

Sub Total 8,518,752.31 8,199,914.86

Total Arrears and Adjusted Levy 9,354,881.25 9,539,302.00

Payments (5,359,518.12) (5,580,917.39) 

Pensioner Consessions - Govt (93,616.56) (90,386.85) 

Pensioner Consessions - Council (76,599.70) (73,957.32) 

Discount (91,401.03) (87,272.17) 

Special Rebate Council (16,003.30) 0.00

Sub Total (5,637,138.71) (5,832,533.73) 

Total Remaining Levy $3,717,742.54 $3,706,768.27

Dec-14 Dec-13

Current 3,087,166.51 2,974,423.14

Arrears 400,322.38 446,503.71

Interest b/f from previous years 84,714.07 112,354.46

Current year interest 25,493.11 33,019.75

Legals 120,046.47 140,467.21

Total Remaining Levy $3,717,742.54 $3,706,768.27

Variance $0.00 $0.00

Total YTD Collected

Dec-14 Dec-13

Collected YTD % of Levy, Arrears, Interest & Legal Fees 60.26% 61.14%

Collected YTD % of Levy 62.91% 68.06%

Arrears Outstanding % of Total Remaining Levy 10.77% 12.05%

Quarterly Report - Outstanding Rates as at 31 December 2014

Report on Rates and Charges - 31 December 2014
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STOCK TAKE VARIANCE FINANCIAL YEAR 2015 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Melissa Tooth – Stores Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report is to advise Council of the outcome of the stores and materials stocktake held on 
site at the Council stores depot on 11 December 2014. This report provides explanations for 
discrepancies and recommends that the adjustments to the stores subsidiary ledger be 
approved. 
 
Background: 
 
The Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires Council to take all reasonable 
measures to ensure that the assets owned, or under control of, the Council are properly 
accounted for. To assist in the control of Council’s Stores and Material’s assets, a stock take 
is undertaken quarterly. Physical counts are performed on all stock items held in the store. 
The results of the count are then compared to the stock item balances contained in Council’s 
Corporate Database (Authority). If there are any major variances, a physical re-count is 
usually performed on each item to confirm the original count. Once all counts are completed, 
a discrepancy report is produced which details the recommended write-off or write-on for the 
stock take period. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The stock take resulted in a net variance of $291.16 which is reflective of an overall write-off 
with approximately 15 stores items being part of their variance. Detail of the variance for this 
stocktake are Bulk Diesel Fuel which had a net write off value of $1,741.02, offset by a 
number of other write on items total $-1449.86 (per the attached stock take discrepancy 
report). 
 

Fuel trailer gauges are regularly checked when plant is serviced to maintain their accuracy. 
The need to increase the accuracy of fuel issues from trailers has been identified. Manual 
fuel flow meters that are fitted to the mobile tanks have been adjusted to their full capacity 
through calibration. Research is being conducted by the Plant Superintendent into sourcing 
fuel flow meters that are tamper proof. 
 

The discrepancy of boxed edge stop signs was the result of stock not being booked back 
into the store when being returned from jobs. 
 

The write-off value is approximately 0.04% of the total asset value for stores.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Stocktake policy and procedures 
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Governance issues: 
 
Since the appointment of the Stores Finance Officer, the operation of the stores function has 
improved considerably. The December 2014 stocktake reflects a further improvement in 
stores operations and the explanations for identified discrepancies as well as actions taken 
to reduce their future occurrence. 
 
Stocktake policy and procedures are being continually reviewed and it is still proposed to set 
up and maintain stock control at the Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri Depots. The 
implementation of stock control at these locations will require alterations to the depots and 
the allocation of a budget for the work.  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
A write off of $291.16 will be expended in 2014-2015 for the year ending 30 June 2015 as a 
result of the stock take adjustments. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Council is required to approve the adjustments to the Stores Ledger and subsequent write 
off of value. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
All stocktakes will result in variances across stock items principally as a result of errors and 
omissions in recording stock receipts and issues. This report is to inform Council of the 
outcome of the stocktake as at 11 December 2014 and to seek Council approval for the 
necessary adjustments to be made to the stores ledger. 
 
The report recommends that Council approve the write off of stock to the stores ledger and 
control account. 
 

Stock Take Variance Financial Year 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council approve the write off of stock with a total value of $291.16 to the stores 

ledger and control account and the adjustments to the Stores Ledger as per the 
schedule of stock items attached. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachment: 
 
Stocktake Discrepancy Report  

 
 
 
 



 



QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT - DECEMBER 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Finance Department 

AUTHOR:    Brad Pascoe – Finance Manager   

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report is to advise Council of the December 2014 Quarterly Budget Review Statement, 
outlining Council financial status following the original budget adoption for the 2014/15 fiscal 
year.  
 
Background: 
 
The Quarterly Budget Review document is a statutory requirement under the Local 

Government (General) Regulations 2005 (Part 9, Division 3, Section 203) and is an essential 

aspect of Council's financial management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted 

to Council no later than two months after the end of each quarter.  

 

Current Position: 
 
The current position is detailed in the attached Quarter 2 (period ending 31 December 2014) 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement report. 
 
Key points relating to the budget review affecting Council’s forecast end of year result are as 
follows: 
 

- The budget movement amongst minor funds (Waste, Water & Sewer) is due to 
increased operational expenditure for a number of items detailed in the report. These 
values individually are not large amounts however do reflect a more detailed review 
of operational budgets. 
 

- The budget movement within the general fund reflects increased operational 
expenditure for salaries and wages in certain area’s (following performance 
appraisals), an increase in general operational expenses including departmental 
vehicles. In addition there have been a few small specific purpose grants included 
that require Council to match the level of funds (most often 50/50).  

 
These key items are individually reflected in the attached Quarterly Budget Review 
Statement with the overall impact being a reduction in Council net operating result (surplus) 
and an increase in the deficit of net operating result before capital contributions.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement December 2014 
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Governance issues: 
 
The Quarterly Budget Review Statement is a key document for Council in monitoring the 
progress of the Annual Budget and more broadly its achievement of the objectives within the 
Community Strategic Plan. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The Quarterly Budget Review details Councils current financial projections for the 2014/15 
fiscal year as at the quarter ending 31 December 2014.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
N/A 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The QBRS as at 31 December 2014 provides council with information relating to status of 
the budget after six (6) months of operations and will form the basis for consideration of 
operational requirements in the 2015 / 2016 Draft Budget. 
 

Quarterly Budget Review Statement – December 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement for 31st 

December 2014 and adopt the adjustments/changes indicated within each fund 
respectively. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachment: 
 
December 2014 Quarterly Budget Review Statement (to be provided under separate cover) 
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COLLARENEBRI PRIMITIVE CAMPING GROUND 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Cath Hiscox – Property Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report principally relates to the issue of the capacity of the Collarenebri Primitive 
Camping Ground to cope with the large numbers of campers who frequent the 
ground during the cooler part of the year. In considering this matter, it is apparent 
that similar issues relating to the cost of providing these services also applies to the 
other primitive camping grounds in the Shire. This report recommends that a 
comprehensive cost benefit analysis be undertaken by the Economic Development 
Officer on the provision of primitive camping facilities and the role that they play in 
the overall tourism strategy for the Shire. 
 
Background: 
 
Collarenebri Primitive Camping Ground – Lot 38, DP 752263, Gwydir Highway, 
Collarenebri was established in 2009. The camping ground has an amenities block 
consisting of four showers and toilets and two hand basins in both the male and 
female sections, an RV dump point and eight short term primitive camp sites. The 
amenities are also used by rugby league and cricket teams during their respective 
seasons. 
 
Current Position:  
 
The information signs at the camping ground stipulate a maximum of eight caravans 
are to occupy the camping site at any time and that the maximum length of stay is 
two nights. This area is currently not policed nor gated, making it difficult to monitor 
usage or numbers. 
 
In the cooler months there is a consistent flow of tourists in campervans and 
caravans staying at the camping ground. There can be up to 30 vans present 
(approx. 60 people) a night with a number of them staying for an extended period of 
time because of the river, great fishing location and amenities provided free of cost. 
 
In addition to the designated camp sites, campers also use other parts of the reserve 
in particular the relatively flat area near the river.  
 
The existing septic tanks hold approximately 9000 litres, which is insufficient for the 
number of people utilising the amenities block and RV dump point, particularly in the 
winter months. This results in the need for Council to provide additional septic pump 
out services to avoid blockages and backups in the septic systems. 
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Council currently meets the cost of septic pump outs at a cost of $475.00 per 
service. This is usually required once per month, however during the busier winter 
months weekly septic pump outs are required. This costs Council approximately 
$1,425.00 extra per month or $7,125.00 per year. It is estimated that an amount of 
$40,000 would be required to increase the capacity of the septic system to 
accommodate the peak demand for campers at the reserve. In addition, Council also 
incurs the cost of cleaning and servicing the amenities. 
 
Issues 
 
The matter is brought to Council’s attention to inform of the capacity issue at 
Collarenebri and to highlight some of the costs involved in providing free services to 
campers transiting through the Shire. In addition to the Collarenebri ground, Council 
also provides similar primitive camping facilities at Burren Junction and Trevallion 
Park. The facility on the Castlereagh highway opposite ‘Stanley’ is also serviced by 
Council with costs met by the RMS. 
 
It is believed that the economic benefit to the community from campers utilising 
these facilities would be minimal, particularly at Collarenebri and Burren Junction. 
Whilst Council actively promotes tourism and seeks to increase visitor numbers, the 
resultant benefit from campers utilising a free stopover and then moving on is 
unlikely to outweigh the costs incurred by Council in providing these facilities. 
 
To properly consider the matter further, it is believed that additional data and 
analysis is required. In this regard it is recommended that the Economic 
Development Officer undertake a cost benefit analysis of the provision of primitive 
camping facilities and the role that they play in the overall tourism strategy for the 
Shire. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Conditions of approval for the primitive caravan park 
Community Strategic Plan 
Council’s current and future budgets. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
The following conditions of approval are imposed on Council under Section 94 of the 
Local Government Act 1993. 
Signage is erected on site setting out the following conditions of use: 

 Use designated camp sites only. 

 Only one caravan, bus or motorhome is permitted per site. 

 Maximum of 12 persons in tents per designated camp site. 

 Tents must be kept a minimum of 3 metres apart. 

 Unoccupied caravans, campervans and tents are not permitted to remain on 
site for more than 24 hours. 

 Maximum length of stay is two nights. 
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Persons not complying with the conditions of use may be fined for breaching section 
632 of the Local Government Act 1993. Council currently has no established 
procedures for monitoring the use of any of its primitive camping grounds. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
The large numbers who camp along the river bank has resulted in ground cover 
being denuded with the potential for further degradation of the area from future 
rainfall and flooding of the area. There is also the potential for adverse environmental 
outcomes in the event that there is an overflow of the septic tank. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Shire Council Residents and visitors to the Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
A cost benefit analysis would quantify the financial implications from an operational 
expenditure perspective in addition to those related to tourism and the local economy 
generally.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
That the status quo remains in relation to the provision of primitive camping ground 
facilities. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
It is believed that the provision of services such as primitive camping grounds should 
be considered as part of an overall cost benefit analysis and their role in council’s 
overall tourism strategy. The report recommends that a comprehensive cost benefit 
analysis be undertaken by the Economic Development Officer on the provision of 
primitive camping facilities and the role that they play in the overall tourism strategy 
for the shire. 
 
Collarenebri Primitive Camping Ground 

 
Recommendation:  
 
1. That a comprehensive cost benefit analysis be undertaken by the Economic 
 Development Officer on the provision of primitive camping facilities and the role that 
 they play in the overall tourism strategy for the Shire. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
 
Photos of Collarenebri Primitive Camping Ground. 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

96 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - QUARTERLY REPORT TO COUNCIL 
OCTOBER 2014 – DECEMBER 2014  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Manager Community Development  

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 

 
Summary: 
 
During the period October 2014 to December 2014 the Community Services team managed 

projects relating to community engagement, cultural development and recognition, group 

capacity building, collaborative events, youth & early childhood initiatives. This report 

summarises project progress and outcomes of our Community and Youth Development 

teams, Libraries and Aboriginal Affairs during the period October – December 2014.  

 
Background: 
 
Last quarterly report submitted for the period July – September 2014  

 

Current Position: 
 
During the reporting period Councils Community Services team have initiated and supported 

projects and are partnering in programs, working with service providers as outlined below. 

 

Youth Affairs: 

 

Youth Services are progressing in line with the Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth      

Strategy 2009 – 2014. The Youth Development team has recorded sustained outcomes 

relating to implementation of Vacation Care attendance numbers across the community.  

Our team has continued successful partnerships with service providers and organisations in 

delivery of programs targeting development, leadership, early intervention and health and 

wellbeing initiatives. The recent final outcome of all Youth Centres meeting, passing and in 

one area exceeding the Australia Standards National Quality Framework for services to and 

for youth and young people has been a highlight. 

 

After School Activities/ Youth Centres: 

 

All Youth Centres across the Shire are fully operational. After school care continues to be 

offered from 3.30pm to 6.30pm at Walgett and 3.00pm to 6.00pm at Lightning Ridge and 

Collarenebri. All programs for this period have included child interest areas directly related to 

meeting the National Quality Framework and Standards of children’s services including 

sports orientated games, arts and crafts, healthy cooking  workshops, Wii games, pool and 

table tennis competitions, waste to art projects, painting, recycling, environmental initiatives, 

vegetable gardens and many other diversional activities.  
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Council’s Youth and Community Development Teams continue to support and partner with 

local services and organisations to deliver engaging programs for the youth and young 

people of the Shire. All programming is in consultation with the Youth Council. 

 

Vacation Care Services: 

 

Attendance numbers of 847 were recorded for the last holiday program and Children’s 

Week. The holiday program was well received with many new faces showing an interest in 

all communities.  

 

Young people across the Shire engaged in action packed programs aimed at diversion, 

participatory opportunities and skill enhancement through cultural activities, arts and crafts, 

sporting initiatives, scavenger hunts, movie nights, health and wellbeing programs. 

Vacation Care Programs and all Youth Centre activities have been promoted to all schools 

and via Council’s website.  

 

YEEPI - Youth Engage, Encourage and Participate Initiative Collarenebri and 

Lightning Ridge: 

 

This initiative funded through the Office of Communities continues to record positive 

outcomes for youth and young people in both Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri.  The 

initiative offers youth input into program development and implementation which during this 

reporting period included well-being programs, Christmas parties and Blue Reeler movie 

nights. Other activities young people have undertaken are sporting activities, chill out 

sessions, dance parties, cook offs, cultural activities and art. Older members support 

younger members of the community by encouraging participation and engagement through 

creating opportunities. YEEPI played a key role in value adding to overall projects. 18 events 

were held through the year with 792 youth and young people participating. The project is 

meeting milestones as per the funding agreement and is further funded until June 2015. 

 

National Quality Framework Final National Ratings - Walgett, Lightning Ridge and 

Collarenebri youth services: 

 

Walgett Shire Council has recently undertaken the implementation of meeting the National 

Quality Framework requirements of its functioning Youth Centres and Vacation Care 

services across the Shire. Following extensive work and improvements across a range of 

areas the (3) three services in Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri have all passed 

certification of meeting / working towards the National Quality of Standards for services to 

youth and young people.  

 

The final inspections and national ratings have now been endorsed and registered with the   

Australian Children's Education and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA). 

All centres met or a working towards areas as listed below with Collarenebri Youth Centre 

recording an “Exceeding National Standards” rating in Area 5 Quality Relationships with 

Children. 

QA1 Educational program and practice  

QA2 Childrens Health and Safety  

QA3 Physical Environment   
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QA4 Staffing arrangements  
QA5 Relationships with children  
QA6 Collaborative partnerships with families and communities  
QA7 Leadership and service management  

 

Quality improvement plans have been updated with both services working hard to continue 

to offer our youth and young people a high, continuing improving standard of service 

engagement and support meeting the recommended outcomes of the NQF.  

 

Youth Council: 
 
The last Youth Council meeting of 2014 was conducted in November at Walgett Shire 

Council Chambers. Once again our young people voiced their concerns regarding issues 

faced in each community and worked with youth and community staff in developing 

responses to those issues. Planning for Youth Week has commenced with many interesting 

ideas put forward.  

 

All young people in attendance expressed their gratitude for Council’s ongoing dedication 
and commitment to addressing issues and working with young people putting in sound 
structures and programs to actively engage youth and young people in meaningful ways 
across the shire. Youth Development staff support the Youth Council in working with the 
young people to build positive relationships in each community. (Meeting minutes attached) 
 

2014 National Children’s Week and Grandparents Day: 

 

Whole of community engagement is a key element and objective of the National Quality 

Framework requirements. Our teams promoted and encouraged parents and grandparents 

to come to the Youth Centres for events in Children’s Week and Grandparents Day.  All 

events were well attended with participation numbers recorded during the week long 

programs across three communities exceeding 320. 

 

Christmas celebrations: 

 

Each community hosted a Christmas gathering with events well received, Walgett and 

Collarenebri offered pool parties whilst Lightning Ridge hosted a dance party. Numbers for 

all three events were high, a great way to end an already successful year. 

 

Local youth nomination for NSW / ACT Young Achiever Awards:  

 

The NSW / ACT Young Achiever Awards recognise fantastic young role models within 

several fields including leadership and innovation, science leadership, community service, 

arts and fashion, environment and sustainability, indigenous achievement and career 

achievement.   

 

This year Collarenebri’s Michael Graham who is a Council Youth Worker, Youth Council 

member and founder/lead singer of the Collie Crew Rap Crew has been nominated by 

Council’s Community Services department. Michael continues to mentor young people 

across the Shire and has assisted many young people in thinking about their choices in 

relation to health, wellbeing and their future. Michael is currently undertaking a Cert 3 in 
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Children’s Services and works at the Collarenebri Youth Centre. Award finalists will be 

named in early March 2015. 

 

Community Sharps Initiative: 

 

Aligning with Councils concerns in regards to safe sharps collection and disposal, the receipt 

of grant funding from Western NSW Local Health District & Far West Local Health District 

Service will allow staff training to be undertaken in early February at Council. Approximately 

45 staff will be trained in the program followed by the installation of new sharps collection/ 

disposal bins at identified “hot spots”. A broader community awareness campaign will be 

rolled out during the year by Council’s Community and Youth teams.  

 

2014 NSW Department of Sport and Recreation Forum  

 

The 14th Annual NSW Department of Sport and Recreation - Office of Communities Forum 

was hosted in Lightning Ridge in October with around 30 delegates from across NSW in 

attendance. The Forum provided an opportunity for Local Government, sporting 

organisations and sports sector representatives to meet and share information on projects 

and initiatives that are related to sport and recreation that may be of interest and/or benefit to 

other Councils and communities across NSW.  

 

The event, staged at the Bowling Club was officially opened by local Councillors Ian 

Woodcock and Lawrence Walford with the Lightning Ridge Aboriginal Boys Dance Group 

displaying their talents to all under the guidance from mentor Lenny Frail. Delegates 

travelled from all around the State representing Councils from Sydney, Cowra, Bathurst, 

Orange, Parkes, Dubbo, Cabonne, Coonamble, Gilgandra, Bogan and Gwydir. The staging 

of the Annual Local Government Forum within the Walgett Shire and in particular Lightning 

Ridge is a first and provided an excellent opportunity to showcase our Shire and its 

resources, people and uniqueness to representatives from the Local Government Sector and 

representatives and delegates from agencies across NSW. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Program- facilitated through the Youth Council: 

 

The Duke of Ed programs have been running in NSW since 1962. Over 12000 participants 

commence the program each year across NSW. Presently there are 7 youth across the 

Shire participating in this program as an element of leadership within the Youth Council.  

 

As part of the volunteer section of the program, young people attending the last Youth 

Council meeting identified the idea of helping out at the markets, being Santa, Santa’s elves 

and offering free gift wrapping.  

 

The seven participants set up the stall at the last Christmas Markets in Walgett for the day.  

Santa and his elves gave children lolly bags that had been donated for the occasion. The 

young peoples attendance at the markets was well received by the community with the 

young people feeling a sense of self-worth and accomplishment at the end of the day. 
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Libraries and services: Walgett  

 

Exhibitions: 
Walgett Library was the venue for the Outback Arts travelling Archie Arts Exhibition. 
Artworks were displayed in the library during October 2014. A large number of community 
members visited and enjoyed the exhibition. 
 
Patrons: 
Walgett Library continues to attract new families into the library for reading and activities. 16 
new members with 19 re- registered giving a total of 350 members.   
 
Displays:  
New Books to library and a  Halloween display took place as well as a summer reading club 
display wall and mural and jungle corner portraying ‘Adventure’. Remembrance Day and 
Christmas Displays were also present.   
 
Preschool literacy: 
Goonimoo Pre School has visited twice during the school holiday period. These visits are 
valuable and proven in bringing new families to the library and increasing our borrowing. 46 
participated in this program. Bulk borrowing to all preschools takes place each quarter and 
30 picture books are delivered every three months to preschools in Walgett. 
 
Library Programs and Partnerships  
In partnership with Youth Centre Staff Walgett Library participated in an afternoon of 
activities for Children’s Week in October. Wednesday and Friday afternoons are set for adult 
programs with local artists helping to assist in workshops. 
 
In partnership with Walgett Community College Primary School one visit from Year 2 with 
reading and craft activities.  These children borrow books from library which are housed in 
their classroom for recreational reading. ‘The Write Road’ writing workshop with author 
Stephanie Dale was held in November 2014 funded by drought relief funds through Amanda 
Glasson Coonamble.  
 
After School and Holiday Groups: 
1281 young people were recorded in attendance at the Walgett Library.  
 
Deposit Stations: 
Three visits were completed to deposit stations and Collarenebri for exchange of books. 
The Carinda Deposit Station has been dismantled due to the shop closing. To continue 
servicing Carinda community staff are looking for another location to house the book 
collection. 
 
Walgett Street Christmas Party:  
Walgett staff set up an effective display of library services/activities which included givea 
ways of indigenous story books, Christmas story books, balloons, Bizzy Nippers activity 
bags and craft activities. 
 
Community Input: 
Compliments regarding supply of new and exchanged books. Patrons are thrilled about new 
collections of DVDs available for borrowing. 
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Libraries and services: Lightning Ridge 
 
The ‘Getting to know your Library’ morning took place on 17 October. Broad discussions 
were held on services available such as Wi-Fi, Internet and EBooks. Writing workshops, 
poetry evenings and book club are planned for 2015. 
 
Pre school literacy and Book Club: 
Books and Babies continue on Friday mornings with 97 in attendance. Sessions include 
readings, singing nursery rhymes and small craft activities. 
 
After School Activities: 
After school programs are arranged for Wednesday and Thursdays afternoons, with children 
engaged in various activities including Halloween mask making, scary stories, creating gifts, 
Christmas craft, and a colouring competition. Books were given as prizes. Summer Reading 
Club included activities relating to theme ‘Adventure”. 
 
Promotions: 
Advertising for the commencement of Story Time for 0-5 for 2015 has started. 
Borrower of the Month book award given out at the end of each month 
 
Funding: 
State Library Priority grants received are targeting improved structured signage at the front 
of the Lightning Ridge Library in order to promote the library with brighter signage visible to 
patrons and visitors within the community as well as attracting more patronage. 
 
Refurbishment of the frontage area occurred in order to give added space with seating and 
shaded area giving patrons a larger reading area and added activity space (wet area for 
craft). Workshop activities in libraries and youth centres have proved to be valuable in 
teaching children hands on skilled activities. Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge have 
benefited from these programs. 
 
Adult workshops in Walgett have been well received by seniors. These programs will be 
continuing in 2015 
 
                        Statistics in relation to reporting period October- December 2014  
 

                  Walgett 
 

 #             Lightning Ridge  # 

Current Members  350 Current Members  469 

Number of New Patrons    16  Number of New Patrons    15 

Members re-registered    19  Members re-registered    15 

Items Borrowed 1766  Items Borrowed 1155 

Number of Visits 5274  Number of Visits 1162 

Information requests      6  Information requests    14 

Internet Usage    896  Internet Usage    465 

Babies and Books     32  Babies & Books    36 

After School Programs   585  After School Programs    343 

WiFi   320  WiFi     19 

Inter Library Loans (IIL)      0 Inter Library Loans( IIL)       8 

Reservations) (from other 
branches) 

    21 Reservations(from other 
branches) 

    51 
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Strengthening Local Government Partnerships. 
 
Lightning Ridge and Walgett hosted information sharing afternoons with youth workers from 

Brewarrina. This partnership has been developed to offer our neighboring Council’s insight 

into our successful service delivery of youth and community services and development 

aligning with capacity building of our communities .This has been followed up with 2 holiday 

program events held at the Lightning Ridge Youth Centre. 

 

Community support and programs: 

 

Consultation, meetings and planning sessions regarding programing and requirements have  

been implemented in relation to the following events and programs; 

 

 DV White Ribbon marathon support 

 DV meetings 

 Aboriginal consultative group 

 Marra Wallan Corroboree 

 Sector strengthening workshop 

 CDAT 

 School presentation events 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic Plan 2012 – 2022 

Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007–

2010 

Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 - 2014. 

 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil  
  
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in the social 

outcomes of people residing, working in, and visiting, the Walgett Shire.  

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Activities conducted in accordance with Council budget.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Not applicable  
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Conclusion: 
 
The Community Development team  have progressed projects and programs this quarter in 
accordance with the Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic  Plan 2012 – 2022 , Walgett 
Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 – 2010, 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy  2009 - 2014  
 

Community Development Report October – December 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the report for Community Development for October- December 2014 be received and 
noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
 
Walgett Shire Youth Council Minutes – November 2014 Meeting. 
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             WALGETT SHIRE YOUTH COUNCIL  
                                    General Meeting - 27

th
 November 2014 

       
Venue: Walgett Shire Chambers  

Minute Taker: Kylie Smith and  

Chaired: Holly Cooling 

Meeting Opened: 10:15am 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Apologies: Torrey Mack, Tiarna Middleton, Stephen Morgan, Brendan Sweeney, Nick 

Tedim, Michael Graham, Wendy Suey-Thorne, Willy Adams, Carl Mason, 

Present:  

Cheree Whyte, William West, Steven West, Teresa Murray, Nerina Crawford, Erin Huntley,  

Hollie Cooling, Tiarnie, Mcbride, Teyte Chown, Piper Stubbs, Kayla Wallace, Judy Scott, 

Brooke James, Kianni Cobb, 

--------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Walgett Shire Youth Development: Janet Mason 

Walgett Youth Development Team:  

Lightning Ridge Youth Development Team: Kylie Smith 

Collarenebri Youth Development Team: Jackie Burke 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Welcome to country performed by: Tiarnie McBride 

Welcome to all attendees and Invited Guests by: Holly Cooling 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

In Coming: Opportunities for funding grants, unsuccessful grants,  

Outgoing correspondence: Flyers sent to all schools, contact lists and displayed in each 

community for previous holiday program/events. Grant funding application Children’s Week 

and Grandparent’s Day. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Previous minutes 

Previous minutes read by Holly Cooling, passed as a true and accurate indication of previous 

meeting, passed Cheree Whyte 

 

Business arising from previous minutes: 

 

 Visit from Councils Regulatory officer (to explain re-homing program and pet 

welfare) moved over to next year. 

 Programs for each youth centre, part of business with discussions about the value of 

outside funded programs (YEEPI (Youth Engage Encourage Participate Initiative) 

and moved over to general business for more discussion. 

 Youth Week 2015 moved to general business for more discussion. 

 Anti Graffiti and vandalism project: moved to general business. 
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General Business. 

 

 Youth Week 2015 – Planning has started with motions for several requested activities 

being raised examples of activities include – colour runs, music festival, wacky days, 

health and well being and job ready workshops plus other diversional activities.  

Action Janet to look at feasibility and costing of activities. 

 Australia Day Activities and other community events. - Discussion had about other 

Shires holding family events. Motioned moved by Tiarnie Mc Bride to ask council 

about the possibility of the Australia Day awards to include a family fun day as most 

community events within our Shire for Australia day are in licenced premises and 

exclude young people. Seconded Erin Huntley Carried.  

 Christmas breakup flyers – Approval of activities and flyers. Action –Flyers to be 

distributed. 

 Holiday programs -Young people planned and endorsed programs for the upcoming 

holiday period. Action – Flyers to be circulated to all schools and the wider 

community. 

 New young offenders program: Janet spoke about the new drug and alcohol young 

offenders program and what it entails: – Action Janet to contact Sergeant Lisa Jones 

and invite her to attend a Youth Council meeting. 

 Workshops/services – Thiyamar-li, sexual health, mental health, drug and alcohol, 

Action Janet to contact listed services, it was also explained to the young people about 

the support of youth services and others that would help young people if the need 

should arise throughout the year and the holiday period. Motion moved by Steven 

West that all services be approached to attend meetings. Seconded William West. 

 Collarenebri Lights Competition – Action Jackie and Collarenebri sub group to talk 

with local services to establish feasibility.  

 YEEPI – Issues arising from discussions Lightning Ridge – transport as many live in 

outlying areas and younger siblings at night time take priority.  Heat was also raised 

as an issue at the youth centre. Some activities that young people would like to see are 

as follows: pool nights, art, Wi-Fi, sleep overs, movie nights, tennis, pamper nights.  

Collarenebri young people have been directing the activities, including cooking, 

sporting activities, movie nights and general chill nights.  

 Amanda Cheal PCYC – Amanda Cheal explained her new role with PCYC and 

proposed starting date. 

 Anti Graffiti/Vandalism program – All young people attending agreed that they need 

to be more proactive in dissuading others seen performing acts in the community.  All 

agreed that early next year a program run through the schools in our area, with Youth 

Council members helping with the presentations if this was allowable. Motion moved 

by Erin Huntley, seconded Cheree Whyte.  

 Park at Grawin raised – Action Moved to meeting at a later date in 2015. 

 Computers/Wi-Fi Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge discussion – Action Young 

people to develop a letter to Birrang Enterprise asking the feasibility of this happening 

in Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge.  

 Christmas Markets- questions regarding the possibility of doing Santa photos and gift 

wrapping for the community as part of the Duke of Ed program for volunteer hours, donations 

if any to be given to a charity to help others.- Action Janet to make enquiries. eight Duke of 

Ed  participants organising props and costumes. 
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Arising Issues 

 Needle clean up whose responsibility? – Young people have raised issues with Needle 

and drug paraphernalia near the shed at the Golf course in Collarenebri, and wanted to 

know who is responsible for the removal – Action Janet to talk with George 

McCormick for confirmation of responsibility. 

 

Special Acknowledgement and congratulations was expressed for our year 12 Youth Council 

participants on the completion of their HSC for 2014. 

 

  

Round up from all communities. 
Kylie Smith, Jackie Burke (filling in for Bernadette)  

Team Leaders gave a brief overview of programs and daily goings on at their youth centres.  

Youth Council Chair person: Thanked all for their attendance.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  Meeting closed 1:35 -  Next Meeting AGM February 2015 
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COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE SCHEME ROUND 2 2014-2015 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Rebecca Jones – Administration Services Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 
 

 

Summary: 
 
This report relates to applications for financial assistance through the Community Assistance 
Scheme 2014/2015. This is the second round of requests for financial assistance for the 
2014/2015 financial year with five (5) organisations being recommended to receive financial 
assistance totalling $4,7000. 
 
Background: 
 
Applications were invited from community organisations for financial assistance under the 
Community Assistance Scheme. The scheme was advertised Shire wide, with applications 
closing 31 January 2015.  
 
Applicants must be non-profit organisations and based in, or affiliated with, Walgett Shire. 
The maximum amount per project is $3,000 and is limited to one donation per organisation 
per year. The Council reserves the right to part fund applications. The Community 
Assistance Scheme objectives are to: 

 Support charities and community projects, events and activities which occur within 
the Walgett Shire area, and are a benefit to the community; 

 Foster or support new services, initiatives and resources within the Shire; 

 Improve awareness and use of community services and resources within the Shire; 

 Encourage increased participation in local community events within the Shire. 
 
Current Position: 
 
An amount of $10,000 was provided in the 2014/2015 budget, to fund eligible applications 
for donations under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. A total of six (6) 
Community organisations have submitted applications to be considered for funding in the 
second round of the 2014/2015 Community Assistance Scheme. Five (5) organisations have 
been recommended for funding, totalling $4,700. All eligible applicants have been 
recommended for part funding with the exception of The Ridge Community Resource Centre 
Inc which has been recommended for the full amount of the project amount of $700. The 
Walgett Little Athletics Club application is ineligible for funding as they received funding in 
Round 1 2014/15. Details of the applicants received and recommendations for funding are 
provided in the attached schedule. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
WSC Procedures – AFM – Requests for Assistance 
Section 356 Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council is able to grant financial assistance to community organisations in accordance with 
Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
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Environmental issues: 
 
No environmental issues have been identified in relation to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council and Walgett Shire Community, Community organisation applicants 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
A total of $10,000 is budgeted for the Community Assistance Scheme in 2014/2015. Round 
two applications totalling $4,700 have been recommended for Council approval. Approval of 
all applications as recommended will fully expend the budget for 2014/2015. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
That Council resolve to approve or disapprove applications on a different basis to that 
recommended.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
The report recommends that funding be provided to five (5) applicants as per the table 
below. 

Community Assistance Scheme Donations – Round 2 2014/2015 Applications 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the applicants be granted financial assistance for the recommended amount (as detailed 

below) subject to any conditions under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 for the 
second round of 2014/2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  

Organisation Project Recommended Amount 

Lightning Ridge 

Community Radio Inc 

Replace the CD player for broadcasting purposes. 
Denon DN 500C 

$700.00 

Burren Junction Fishing 

Club 

Intensive swimming program for children up to 5 years 
old. Teaching survival and swimming skills. 

$1,000.00 

The Ridge Community 

Resource Centre Inc 

Volunteers Picnic Day, supported by the LR VIC. 
Providing an updated Volunteers Induction Kit and 
information regarding volunteer programs in Lightning 
Ridge. 

$700.00 

Carinda & District Race 

Club 

Hire of men's and ladies toilets for the annual race day, 
so there are adequate toilet facilities for patrons. 

$1,800.00 

Lightning Ridge Pony 

Club 

Prize money for the bull riding competition to be held 
on Easter Friday 2015 

$500.00 

Walgett Little Athletics 

Club 

Purchase t-shirts for participation & competition in 
Zone Regional Championships and provide ongoing 
specialised coaching  

$0.00 

 



 

 

Organisation Project Cost of 

Project/A

ctivity

Amount 

Requested 

Previous 

Funding

Recommended 

Amount

Program / Activity Outcomes Additional Notes

Lightning Ridge 

Community Radio Inc

Replace the CD player for 

broadcasting purposes. Denon DN 

500C

$793.45 $793.00 Yes $700.00

New equipment for radio 

broadcasting purposes 

Community radio, broadcasting 

community services, news, weather, road 

reports and events

Burren Junction Fishing 

Club

Intensive swimming program for 

children up to 5 years old. 

Teaching survival and swimming 

skil ls.

$2,000.00 $2,000.00 No $1,000.00

Local children given the 

opportunity to learn swimming 

and survival skil ls

Supporting community events, 

fundraising for various community 

projects and education on freshwater 

fishing

The Ridge Community 

Resource Centre Inc

Volunteers Picnic Day, supported 

by the LR VIC. Providing an 

updated Volunteers Induction Kit 

and information regarding 

volunteer programs in Lightning 

Ridge.

$1,688.00 $700.00 No $700.00

Enahnced suport and 

encouragement for volunteering 

in Lightning Ridge

Facilitating the Lightning Ridge 

Interagency, networking with other 

services and supoorting community 

projects in co-operation with other local 

serives. 

Carinda & District Race 

Club

Hire of men's and ladies toilets for 

the annual race day, so there are 

adequote toilet facil ities for 

patrons.
$2,900.00 $2,900.00 Yes $1,800.00

Annual social/sporting event for 

Carinda and District

Carinda and District Race Club conducts 

annual thoroughbred race meeting at 

Carinda and provide social event for the 

Walgett Shire

Lightning Ridge Pony 

Club

Prize money for the bull riding 

competition to be held on Easter 

Friday 2015
$1,000.00 $1,000.00 No $500.00

Successful community event, 

supporting and promoting local 

businesses

Community Assistance Scheme 

Application forms not completed. 

Request for donation, in letter form only.

Walgett Little Athletics 

Club

Purchase t-shirts for participation 

& competition in Zone Regional 

Championships and provide 

ongoing specialised coaching 
$4,200.00 $3,000.00 Yes $0.00

Uniforms supplied and coaching 

programs implemented.

Not eligible for Round 2 as received 

funding in the first round of 2014/2015, 

in the sum of $600.00

Totals $10,393.00 $4,700.00

ANNUAL BUDGET $10,000.00

Allocated in Round 1 $3,350.00

Miscellaneous Donations $1,950.00

Balance available Round 2 $4,700.00
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WALGETT FREEDOM RIDE 50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMUNITY 
EVENT. 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick-Manager Community Development   

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report is to inform Council of the program of events and seeks Council’s support of the 
Freedom Ride 50th Year Anniversary event and celebration to take place in Walgett on 19 

February 2015. This report recommends that the Council record its recognition of and 
support for the event, and that the Mayor provide an address to the forum to be held at the 
RSL hall. 
 
Background: 
 
In February 1965 a group of University of Sydney students (Student Action for Aborigines -
SAFA) organised a bus tour of western and coastal New South Wales towns where 
significant Aboriginal populations resided. The students planned to draw public attention to 
the poor state of Aboriginal health, education and housing. They hoped to point out and help 
to lessen the socially discriminatory barriers which existed between Aboriginal and Non-
Aboriginal residents. They also wished to encourage and support Aboriginal people 
themselves to assert their rightful status in society as equal citizens. 
 
The Freedom Ride, as it became known, included visits to Walgett, Gulargambone, 
Kempsey, Bowraville and Moree. Students were shocked at the living conditions and 
discriminatory practices which Aboriginal people were subjected to. Examples of 
discriminatory practices included being refused access to the RSL in Walgett, the swimming 
pool and some business establishments. They not only challenged these practices, but 
ensured that the issues and conditions that they highlighted were given extensive coverage 
on radio and television news broadcasts. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Sydney University, in conjunction with Walgett Aboriginal Land Council, are staging a 
community event in Walgett on Thursday 19 February 2015 to recognise and celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Freedom Riders. It will commence with a march from Apex Park 
down Fox Street to the Walgett RSL and conclude with a community concert at the Walgett 
No. 1 Sporting Oval. Sydney University are supplying and funding a community BBQ, with 
live entertainment by Paul Kelly and Troy Cassar –Daley, supported by local artists and a 
dance group from 6pm-7.30pm. The University of Sydney and local Aboriginal organisers 
have requested that the Mayor deliver an address to the forum at the RSL Hall following the 
march.  
 
Logistical meetings with Walgett Police, Local Aboriginal Lands Council and Walgett Shire 
Council representatives have been held to ensure that the required plans are in place and all 
stakeholders are aware of their respective roles and responsibilities to deliver a successful 
community event. Further community service provider meetings will be held prior to the 
event. 
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Council are supporting the event through the youth and community services staff assisting 
with the community BBQ and cultural activities at the No. 1 Oval between 4 – 8pm on 
Thursday 19 February 2015. Council will assist with cleaning after the event with costs to be 
met from the Aboriginal Programs budget. This event will have security, event marshals and 
have NSW Police present. This is an alcohol free event with all community members invited 
to join in the celebrations  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Aboriginal Reconciliation Plan  
Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic Plan 2012-2022 
University of Sydney letter dated 3 February 2015 
 
Governance issues: 
 
A Traffic Control Plan has been submitted to Council on behalf of the Walgett Aboriginal 
Land Council.  During the hours of 1pm-3pm on Thursday 19TH February, all of Fox Street 
between the Apex Park area to Walgett RSL will be closed to traffic. Business houses will be 
personally informed of the closure on two separate occasions before event.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Due to the concert starting at 5pm and finishing at 7.30pm (which will still be before 
darkness) minimal disturbance regarding noise to residents is envisaged.  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Residents  
University of Sydney 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Aboriginal Lands Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Potential cost to Council will be minimal with any costs incurred to be funded from the 
Aboriginal Programs budget. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Given the historic nature of the event and its relevance to Walgett Shire, it is believed that 
Council’s involvement in and support for the Freedom Ride 50th Anniversary event is 
appropriate. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council’s role in the event has to date been to assist with logistics and planning at the local 
level. The event recognises a significant chapter in the history of Aboriginal rights and 
interests and the report recommends that the Council record its recognition of and support 
for the event and that the Mayor provide an address to the forum to be held at the RSL hall.  
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Walgett Freedom Rides 50th Anniversary     

 
Recommendation: 
 
1.  That Council record its recognition of and support for the event; 
2. That the Mayor provide an address to the forum to be held in the RSL Hall. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:   
 
Letter from University of Sydney dated 3 February 2015 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES – FEBRUARY 
2015 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Carinda Hall: 
 
The following repairs to the Carinda Hall have been completed by builder Bruce Cleaver at a 
cost of $19,495; 
• Restumped several stumps where the building had sunk.. 
• Aligned and renewed outside wall. 
• Replaced guttering and downpipes and connected to water tank. 
• Cement path to stop water going under the building. 
• Hand rails at each door. 
The work has been undertaken to a high standard as evidenced by the attached photos. 
 
 
Grant Applications: 
 
The outcome of the following grant applications is provided for council’s information; 
 
Community Building Partnerships Grant 2014/2015 – Grant Park Toilet Block – Unsuccessful 
(total project amount was $74,466 50/50 funding). The total cost of this project has been 
included as a budget amendment in the December 2014 QBRS. 
 
Public Reserves Management Fund Program 2014/2015 – Upgrade Spider Brown Oval – 
Unsuccessful (total project amount was $54,900 50/50 funding). 
 
ClubGRANTS Category 3 2014/2015 – Burren Junction Hall Restoration – Unsuccessful 
(EOI) (Total project $411,000). 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from Director Corporate 
Services – February 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information be noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Photos of the Carinda Hall. 
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14.3 DIRECTOR PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES 

LOCAL HERITAGE FUND GRANT RECOMMENDATION 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:     Ray Christison, Heritage Advisor & Matthew Goodwin, Director 
   Planning and  Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   14/185-02 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council’s Heritage Advisor has provided a recommendation that the residual local heritage 
fund budget be allocated to maintenance works on the Burren Junction School of the Arts 
Hall. 
 
Background: 
 
At a meeting held on 28 October 2014 Council resolved to offer five grants from the Walgett 
Shire Council Local Heritage Fund totalling $9,533 to private landholders. 
 
Council has budgeted $18,000 for heritage projects for 2014-2015.  This leaves a residual 
amount of $8,467 which is not yet been allocated to a local heritage project identified by 
Council’s Heritage Advisor. 
 
Current position: 
 
After considering an application for local heritage grant funding prepared by Council’s Assets 
staff, Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison of High Ground Consulting, has provided 
recommendations that Council (see Attachment A): 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Report of the Community Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire, April 2008. 
Heritage schedule in the Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes: 
 
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment 

of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes 
the principles of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community  
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* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 
principles of equity, access, participation and rights 

 
Environmental issues: 
 
Grants from the Local Heritage Fund are one of the most significant methods by which 
Council facilitates the retention and conservation of local heritage items. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public, affected land owners, Walgett Shire. 
 
Financial implications: 
 
Council has established a $18,000 budget for 2014-2015 expenditure associated with the 
operation of the local heritage fund.  A grant of up to $3,500 will be available from DoPE if 
Council complies with the terms of the grant offer.   
 
If Council adopts the recommendation below, then the whole local heritage fund budget will 
have been allocated for 2014-2015. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Not disperse the remaining money:- Council could decline to disperse the remaining money.  
This has not been recommended because that course of action is inconsistent with the 
Heritage Advisors recommendation and the hall requires significant maintenance work. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Local Heritage Fund grants are an important mechanism for Council to facilitate the 
maintenance of local heritage items by landowners.  
 

 Grants from the Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Allocate $8,467 from the Walgett Shire Council Local Heritage Fund 2014-2015 to 

maintenance works on the Burren Junction School of the Arts hall. 
2. Request that the General Manager arrange discussions between Council’s Heritage 

Advisor and any tradespeople involved to ensure that work is done to relevant 
standards. 

3 If any other Local Heritage Fund project fails, then the remaining amount shall be 
allocated to the Burren Junction School of the Arts hall. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
 
Recommendation letter from Ray Christisson 
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REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENT DETERMINATION 2014/002 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director Planning & Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   DA2014/002 

 

 
Summary: 
 
An application for a Review of a Development Determination has been received from Wendy 
Azevedo for Development Consent 2014/002.  It is recommended that Council request the 
applicant’s co-operation in complying with the conditions of consent. 
 
Background: 
 
This report has been included in the closed portion of the Council meeting in accordance 
with sub-section 10A(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1993 because the review 
application raises personnel matters concerning particular staff of Council. 
 
Development Application 2014/002 in the name of Kathryn Byrne for a “Change of use: retail 
premises to food and drink premises (coffee bar & gift shop)” was approved via a 
development consent on 30 January 2014.  Ms Byrne is the tenant of a shop located on the 
site at 56C Fox St, Walgett.  There are two other shops located on lot 37, DP 613418 at 56 
Fox St (56A & 56B).  Wendy Azevedo is the landowner of lot 37. 
 
The development consent included the following condition: 

Gen 12 

The wire mesh structure on the front fascia of the building must be removed prior to 
occupancy.  

Reason: To ensure compliance with relevant development standards in the Walgett 
Development Control Plan 2013. 

 
The condition was imposed to ensure that the presentation of the premises became 
consistent with the development standards expected by Council under clause 4.9.5 of the 
Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2014 (page 27), which states: 

 
 
All three shops located on lot 37 currently have a coarse expanded mesh security screen 
across the front windows and doors (see photograph in Attachment B).  The development 
consent was issued by Council identifying 56C Fox St as the development site, hence the 
condition could only be reasonably enforced for those premises.  
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Following discussions with Ms Azevedo on 28 November 2014, an e-mail was sent to her 
outlining options for achieving compliance with development consent condition Gen 12 (see 
Attachment C). 
 
On 15 December 2014 an application for a review of the development determination for 
development consent 2014/002 was lodged with Walgett Shire Council by Wendy Azevedo 
(see Attachment A).  The core issue in the application and associated letter is that Ms 
Azevedo believes that condition of development consent Gen 12 is unreasonable given her 
previous exposure to security problems with commercial premises.   
 
Previously Council’s Director Planning & Regulatory Services has responded to verbal 
representations from Ms Byrne and indicated that Council staff would not enforce the 
condition for 12 months, to allow time for the mesh to be removed (e-mail dated 2 July 2014 
[Trim record DA2014/002/0012]).   
 
Current Position: 
 
The application for review of the development application determination includes a letter 
from Wendy Azevedo outlining why she believes that development consent condition Gen 12 
is unreasonable. 
 
The Act imposes certain requirements to enable a development determination review, 
including: 

* It cannot occur after the time for making an appeal under section 97 expires (sub-
section 82A(2A)(a)).  In this case the time period is within six months after “the date on 
which the applicant received notice” of the development determination (sub-section 
97(1)(a)). 

* That it is the “applicant” who has the right of appeal (section 82A & 97), although clause 
49 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000 (the regulation) 
provides that “development applications” can be made by the owner of the land to which 
the application relates. 

 
Ultimately Council does not appear to have the legal authority to deal with this matter as a 
development determination review because more than six months have passed since the 
applicant was notified and Wendy Azevedo was not the original applicant.  Nevertheless, 
given Wendy Azevedo’s letter and concerns regarding this matter, it has been referred to 
Council for consideration. 
 
The key issue arising is whether Council intends to seek compliance with development 
consent condition Gen 12.  If Council does not intend to seek compliance with that condition, 
then that would be inconsistent with the intent of clause 4.9.5 of the Walgett Shire 
Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP).  In turn that raises questions about whether the DCP 
requires modification to be less onerous regarding acceptable security measures on a 
premises where a “change of use” is proposed via a Development Application. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* Local Government Act 1993. 
* Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2014. 
* Development Application file 2014/002. 
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Governance issues: 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s 
charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment 

of   the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes 
the principles of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
 
Voting:- Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called 
when a motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of 
Councillors voting for and against the motion must be recorded. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Aesthetics of the street scape and community perceptions. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Land owner, shop tenant, public, and Walgett Shire Council. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
None known or expected. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Not enforcing development consent condition Gen12:- Council can respond by issuing a 
letter to the landowner and tenant which indicates that it will not be enforcing development 
consent condition Gen 12.  This would allow the existing expanded mesh security screens at 
the front of the premises to remain. 
 
This option has not been recommended as: 

 It is inconsistent with clause 4.9.5 of the Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 
2014. 

 It is a frequently stated Council and community aspiration that the aesthetics of the 
main street of Walgett should be improved via a reduced reliance on bars and heavy 
meshes as security measures. 

 
Allowing additional time for compliance with development consent condition Gen12:- Council 
can respond by indicating that it will not be seeking compliance with development consent 
condition Gen 12 for an extended period of time, such as another 2 years (ie by 30 January 
2017). 
 
This option has not been recommended for the same reasons as stated under the previous 
option. 
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Conclusion: 
 

Review of Development Determination 2014/02 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
(1) Write to Wendy Azevedo and acknowledge her application for a review of development 

determination 2014/002 in the name of Kathryn Byrne and state Council does not have 
legal authority to deal with the matter as a review of a development determination 
because more than six months have passed since the development determination was 
issued and Kathryn Byrne was the original applicant.  Nevertheless, Council has given 
consideration to the issues raised in your application. 

 
  Ultimately Council believes that development consent condition Gen 12 is warranted 

and is requesting owners co-operation by complying with that condition.  Council’s 
intention over the medium term is to see a positive improvement in the aesthetics of 
commercial premises in Fox Street, via a progressive reduction in the use of bars and 
heavy meshes as security measures. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment A – Application for review of Development Determination 2014/002 
Attachment B – 16-12-2014 photograph of existing expanded mesh security screen 
Attachment C – 28-11-2014 E-mail to Wendy Azevedo regarding security measure options 
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ATTACHMENT A – Application for review of Development Determination 2014/002 
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ATTACHMENT B – 16-12-2014 photograph of existing expanded mesh security screen 
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Attachment C – 28-11-2014 E-mail to Wendy Azevedo regarding security measure options 
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 RENAMING OF REGIONAL ROAD 457 – GUNDABLOUI ROAD 

REPORTING SECTION:  Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    James Abel – Geographic Information Systems Coordinator 

FILE NUMBER:   14/267/0001 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A query has been raised relating to the relevance of the name of Regional Road (RR) 457, 
Gundabloui Road. This report outlines the circumstances in which that name was established. 
 
Background: 
 
In conjunction with a rural addressing project that took place in May 2008, extensive public 
consultation was conducted by Council regarding a proposal to rename the Collarenebri – 
Mungindi Road as the Gundabloui Road, to: 
 
o Reduce the potential for confusion, which can arise from mixing road and locality 
 names. 
o Ensure compliance with Australian Standards.  The existing road name was an 
 origin/destination road name that did not comply with the Australian Standard 
 AS/NZS 4819:2003 Geographic information – Rural and urban addressing. 
 
No submissions were received during the public exhibition period which suggested an 
alternative name. 
 
The name Gundabloui Road was officially gazetted on 13 February 2009 as part of Walgett 
Shire Council’s rural addressing program.   Although the Gundabloui Station is not located on 
this road, the name was derived from the Gundabloui parish which is located approximately 
halfway along the road and includes a significant part of it. 
 
Since the gazettal of the new road name, the appropriateness has been questioned.  The main 
issue raised is that the primary access to Gundabloui Station is not located on this road which 
has created some confusion as a result. 
 
Current position: 
 
At a Council meeting held 25th November 2014, during questions without notice, it was 
suggested by Councillor Greenaway that the Mungindi Road would be a more suitable name for 
RR457. 
 
Although the name Mungindi Road is not a complete origin/destination name, it is considered a 
destination name.  When there are multiple roads leading to a location or a destination, it is a 
common occurrence for multiple roads to use the destination name as an alias name from the 
origin end.  This has the potential to create road name duplication and confusion. Whilst the 
updated Australian Standard AS/NZS 4819:20011 Geographic information – Rural and urban 
addressing does not prohibit the use of singular destination names, the Geographical Names 
Board of NSW (GNB) does not encourage their use when there is the potential for road name 
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duplication and confusion, especially when there is a practicable and unique alternative option 
available. 
 
Council’s GIS Coordinator recently attended an addressing workshop conducted by NSW Land 
and Property Information (LPI).  Verbal discussion with LPI representatives at this workshop 
indicated that a destination name would probably not be approved by the GNB if there are 
multiple roads leading to that destination. 
 
The NSW Addressing User Manual is a comprehensive guide which has been assembled to 
assist with all aspects of addressing including the naming and renaming of roads.  “Chapter 6 – 
Addressing Principles, Section 6.7.9 - Amending Road Names” in the manual states; 
 
“Road names are intended to be enduring, and the renaming of roads is discouraged unless 
there are compelling reasons for a change.  Issues that can prompt renaming include the 
redesign of a road, changed traffic flow, mail or service delivery problems, duplication issues 
and addressing problems”. 
 
Community perception is  that RR457 has had its original name changed from Collarenebri- 
Mungindi Road to Gundabloui Road.  The view of the GNB would most likely be that the road 
has only ever had one gazetted name, being the Gundabloui Road.  It is unlikely that the GNB 
would recognize the previous name. 
 
Also, once RR457 reaches the Local Government Area (LGA) and state border, the name of the 
road changes from Gundabloui Road to the Border-Carnarvon Highway Connection Road within 
the Balonne Shire in Queensland.  Consequently, the portion of road within the Walgett LGA 
being considered for renaming does not go all the way to Mungindi. 
 
As a result, unless compelling reasons for a change from the gazetted road name can be 
documented, it seems unlikely that the GNB would agree to a change, especially to Mungindi 
Road. 
 
Council has previously received one request from David Goodman to have this road name 
amended (Attachment 1).  Mr Goodman resides on RR457 and a response was sent to him 
outlining the origin of the name Gundabloui Road (Attachment 2). 
 
If Council was to receive further requests and support to have the road name changed, or if 
Council came to a unanimous conclusion that the name Gundabloui Road was not appropriate 
for RR457, either reason could be considered as a compelling or justifiable enough to consider 
investigating road name change. 
 
If a road name change was pursued, the following processes would be required by Council to 
facilitate an amendment to the road name; 
 
1) Public Consultation – Council would be required to extensively advertise its intent 
 to change the road name, advertise a proposed name (if any had been pre-selected 
 by Council, such as Mungindi Road) and request submissions for any alternate road 
 name for RR457 from the general public. 
 
2) Propose an appropriate name – Council would be required to select an appropriate 
 and compliant name from the submissions received. 
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3) Affected residence consultation – Chapter 7.1.3 of the NSW Addressing User 
 Manual outlines that Council would need to: 
 “consult with the immediate community who directly utilise the road names assigned 
 to sites affected by a name change or addition.  This includes, but is not limited to 
 residents, ratepayers and businesses”. 
 
Those affected would need to be notified in writing of Council’s intentions and allowed 15 
business days to provide feedback regarding the proposal. 
 
4) Endorse selected name – At the completion of the consultation periods, Council would 
need to endorse an appropriate name derived from the consultation process in preparedness for 
submission to the Geographical Names Board of NSW for approval. 
 
5) Submit proposed name to the Geographical Names Board of NSW – The proposed 
name would need to be submitted to the GNB to enable them verify/check for conformity with 
AS/NZS 4819:2011 and for their approval. 
 
6) Notify intent to amend road name – Once conformity is established, as per the “Roads 
Regulation Act 2008”, Council as the road naming Authority must then; 

 Publish notice of its proposal in a local newspaper 

 Serve notice of its proposal on the prescribed authorities listed in Regulation 7.1 of the 
act.  The list of prescribed authorities includes; 

i. Australia Post 
ii. Registrar-General 
iii. Surveyor-General 
iv. Chief Executive of the Ambulance Service of NSW 
v. Fire and Rescue NSW 
vi. NSW Rural Fire Service 
vii. NSW Police Service 
viii. State Emergency Service 
ix. New South Wales Volunteer Rescue Association Incorporated 

 
Prescribed authorities need to be given time (15 business days) to comment on any proposed 
name prior to gazettal. 
 
7) Submit amended name for gazettal – Council would be required to; 

 Publish notice of the new name in the NSW Government gazette. 

 Advertise the amendment extensively in local newspapers. 

 Notify affected residents of the road name change and their change of address if 
 applicable. 

 Notify prescribed authorities listed in Regulation 7.1 of the “Roads Regulation Act 
 2008” of the finalised amended name and subsequent gazettal. 
 
8) Update signage – Council would need to update/replace any existing road signage with 
new signage displaying the amended name. 
 
9) Update corporate records – Council would need to apply an update to all records 
pertaining to RR457 within Council’s corporate database, “Authority” including addressing and 
parcel location records. 
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10) Update Council’s Geographic Information System – Council would need to apply 
updates to all records pertaining to RR457 within Council’s Geographical Information System 
(GIS), including addressing and all road related data and mapping. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

 AS/NZS 4819:2003 Australian/New Zealand Standard – Rural and urban addressing 

 AS/NZS 4819:2011 Australian/New Zealand Standard – Rural and urban addressing 

 NSW Addressing User Manual – October 2014 

 Roads Regulation Act 2008 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, 
which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 
principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
None 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
The public, Walgett Shire Council, Emergency Services, Service Providers 
 
Financial implications: 
 
None 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Seek approval to rename road:-  Council could commence a process to rename RR457 as 
Mungindi Road and request approval from the GNB.  This option has not been recommended 
because it appears unlikely that the GNB would approve a name that is inconsistent with the 
Australian Standard. 
 
Rename road without approval:-  Council could proceed to rename RR457 as the Mungindi 
Road and inform the GNB that this is the name by which Council will recognise it in the future, 
even if it is non-conforming with Australian Standards and hasn’t been approved for re-gazettal.  
This option has not been recommended because it is envisaged that the GNB would continue to 
use the current gazetted name of “Gundabloui Road” and continue to use that name for all 
interaction with principle authorities, including emergency services, regarding this road.  This 
would create confusion which could prove life-threatening in a worst case scenario, for example 
in an emergency when an ambulance is unable to locate a patient. 
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Seek an alternative name:  Council could engage in public consultation with a view of attaining a 
more appropriate alternative name for RR457 consistent with the Australian Standard and 
community preferences.  This option has not been recommended because: 

 On face value it does not appear to be in the public interest to change the name again 
(third occasion in recent years), unless there are compelling reasons to do so. 

 It may encourage a community expectation that Council is prepared to change the name 
of roads when requested. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Whilst the name Gundabloui Road may not be considered appropriate by many, it is a unique 
name that is compliant with the Australian Standard AS/NZS 4819:2003 Geographic information 
– Rural and urban addressing.  This name has also been officially gazetted for approximately 6 
years and familiarity with a road name should increase with longevity. 
 

Renaming of Regional Road 457 – Gundabloui Road 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note Council’s GIS Coordinators report regarding the renaming of RR457 
 Gundabloui Road. 
 
2. Maintain the name Gundabloui Road for RR457. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Letter received 28th August 2014 from David Goodman re Gundabloui Road 
2. Response dated 16th September to David Goodman regarding renaming of RR457 
 Gundabloui Road 

 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

142 
 

ATTACHMENT 1: LETTER RECEIVED 28TH AUGUST 2014 FROM DAVID GOODMAN RE 
GUNDABLOUI ROAD 
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ATTACHMENT 2: RESPONSE DATED 16TH SEPTEMBER TO DAVID GOODMAN 
REGARDING RENAMING OF RR457 GUNDABLOUI ROAD 
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MATTERS FOR BRIEF MENTION, PLANNING & REGULATORY 
SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin, Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/434 

 

 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Department. 
 
a) POUND DOG REHOMING  

 
Nina Hartland of Riverina Pet Rescue continues to arrange for the pickup of unclaimed and 
surrendered dogs from the Walgett pound. The number of dogs entering the pound remains 
far higher than the local demand and capacity for re-homing with responsible pet owners.  
Riverina Pet Rescue continues to work with animal rescue organisations in southern NSW, 
Victoria and the ACT to place the animals with new owners.  The group publicises its 
activities via the internet at the following address - 
http://www.petrescue.com.au/groups/10030  
 
In a recent change, Riverina Rescue is also now re-homing some cats. 
 
Riverina Rescue made the following recent pick-ups: 

 9-10-2014 – 3 dogs. 

 25-10-2014 – 4 dogs. 

 30-10-2014 – 10 dogs, 18 kittens. 

 10-11-2014 – 4 dogs. 

 14-11-2014 – 4 dogs, 12 kittens. 

 21-11-2014 – 3 dogs. 

 24-11-2014 – 4 dogs. 

 4-12-2014 – 1 dog. 

 8-12-2014 – 1 dog. 

 19-12-2014 – 1 dog. 

 5-1-2015 – 3 dogs. 

 16-1-2015 – 2 dogs. 
 

b) CAWS 
 
For the eighth year in Walgett Shire the RSPCA undertook its Companion Animal Welfare 
Scheme (CAWS) during October 2014.  This project involved the RSPCA, local veterinarian 
Enid Coupe and Council’s Regulatory Officer working together to undertake: 

 Targeted subsidised desexing and micro-chipping of dogs. 

 Community education with animal owners and schools. 
 
Council sponsored the CAWS by providing: 

 $10,000 for expenses incurred in undertaking the program. 

http://www.petrescue.com.au/groups/10030
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 Microchips to identify animals treated under the program. 

 Regulatory Officer’s time and equipment supporting the program. 

 Advertising in the Walgett Spectator and Lightning Ridge News. 
 
Amongst other things, the October CAWS: 

 Desexed & chipped 66 dogs at Lightning Ridge on 27 & 28 October. 

 Desexed & chipped 18 dogs, at Walgett on 30 October. 
 
Dr Ann-Margret Withers, the RSPCA Programs Veterinarian has advised that a second 
CAWS is being planned this financial year for Collarenebri. 
 

c) E-PLANNING 
 
Grants have been accepted from the NSW Department of Planning & Environment offered 
as part of its e-planning initiative, which includes: 

 $10,000 for “application tracking” to implement an on-line system whereby the public can 
lodge and track applications for development, construction certificates and complying 
development certificates. 

 $15,000 for “electronic housing code” so the public can determine whether a proposed 
development is exempt development, hence does not require Council approval, or 
Complying Development which does. 

 
The project is also expected to result in associated data upgrades that will facilitate the 
subsequent implementation of automated planning (149) certificates. 
 

d) WATER METER SURVEY AT COLLARENEBRI 
 
Council’s GIS Coordinator recently completed a differential GPS survey of water 
connections and meters using at Collarenebri using Global Navigation Satellite System 
(GNSS) equipment.  Amongst other things, the survey showed: 

1. 496 meters. 
2. 13 filtered and 7 raw meters not currently being charged for water consumption, as they 

were not recorded within Council’s Authority administration database. 
3. What appears to be 14 filtered and 31 raw water connections without a meter. 
4. 5 potentially inappropriate connections requiring further investigation. 

 
Further work is being undertaken by Council staff to address the issues which arise, 
including checking Council’s records for formal approvals for various non-urban water 
connections. 

 
e) OVERGROWN LOTS 

 
Council’s Regulatory Officer has undertaken recent inspections to identify overgrown urban 
lots.  As of 25 November 2014, 27 letters had been sent to land owners in Walgett and 
Burren Junction requesting them to take action to have their land mowed.  Inspections are 
continuing for the remaining towns and villages.  
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f) UNAUTHORISED SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION, IGA SUPERMARKET, WALGETT 
 
On 19 November and 9 December 2014 Council wrote to the landowners of 34-36 Fox St, 
Walgett regarding the installation of solar panels on the IGA supermarket building without a 
Construction Certificate.  Council’s request that the building owner provide certification from 
a structural engineer that that the installed system does not pose a threat to the structural 
integrity of the building has not yet been addressed in a satisfactory manner. 
 

g) UNAUTHORISED SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION, IGA SUPERMARKET, LIGHTNING 
RIDGE 
 
Since 19 July 2013 Council has been corresponding with the landowner of 34 Opal St, 
Lightning Ridge, regarding the installation of solar panels on the Khan’s IGA supermarket 
building without a Construction Certificate. 
 
In a letter dated 16 June 2014 to the building owner’s solicitors, Council’s solicitors 
acknowledged that the temporary measures recommended in the Henry and Hymas 
Consulting Engineers report dated 19 March 2014 have been implemented.   
 
Since then, Council’s solicitors have sought a commitment from the landowner to address 
issues arising from the "Permanent Rectification" (pg 8 & 9) section of the Henry and 
Hymas report.  This includes letters dated: 
- 28 August 2014. 
- 19 September 2014. 
- 16 October 2014. 
- 13 January 2015. 
In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 the legal representative of the building owner has now stated that 
they expect work to commence late March 2015 to implement permanent remediation 
measures. 

 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director of Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Receive and note the report by the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services on matters 

for brief mention, or information only. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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14.3 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

MONTHLY RURAL INFRASTRUCTUE AND SUPPORT SERVICE 
PROGRESS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES – 
DECEMBER 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  

FILE NUMBER:   12/211 
 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the Engineering Services Department work 
progress as at 31 December, 2014.  
 
Background: 
 
A budget of $16.30 Million (including RMCC work) has been allocated to the Rural Infrastructure 

and Support Services Team for capital & maintenance works, fleet management and   

engineering administration for the 2014/2015 financial year.  

 
Current Position: 

 
A skeleton crew consisting of seven members continued to work through the Christmas and 
New Year’s break. The crew worked on various maintenance works such as bridge approaches, 
road signs etc. 
 
All crew members have started their normal duties from 19 January 2015 on a full time basis. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
2014/15 Operational Plan and Budget. 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering.  

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 
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Financial Implications: 
 
As at 31 December 2014, $ 6,152,930 has been spent from a total amount of $16,301,254 
allocated for the 2014/2015 budget. The expenditure for capital and maintenance work as at  31 
December is $ 2,294,202 (31 % of $7,290,421).   

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 

 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
 

Monthly Rural Infrastructure and Support Service Progress Report from Director 
Engineering Services – December 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly work progress report for 
December 2014. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
 
2014/2015 Budget allocations up the 31st December 2014



 
The Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 2014/2015 budget allocations for Capital and 
Maintenance works are as follows: 

 

Ledger Item 

Actuals, 
Committed and 
Oncost up to31 
December 2014 

Budget % Budget 

Engineering Administration $319,018 $637,842 50% 

Emergency Services (RFS * SES) $158,228 $340,000 47% 

Enforcement of Regulations $7,206 $20,000 36% 

Fleet Operations $1,016,176 $2,432,716 42% 

Local Roads Operations $32,099 $52,000 62% 

Local Roads Maintenance $292,572 $690,000 42% 

Regional Roads Operations $38,556 $841,044 5% 

Regional Roads Maintenance $348,814 $688,427 51% 

Walgett Depot Renewal and 
Improvements 

$1,124 $188,392 1% 

Fleet Renewal and Improvement $80,409 $1,400,000 6% 

Total $2,294,202 $7,290,421 31% 
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MONTHLY RMCC WORKS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING 
SERVICES – DECEMBER 2014  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  

FILE NUMBER:   12/211 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the RMCC works as at 31 
December 2014. 
 
Background: 
 
The initial contact award for 2014/2015 was $3,390,000. Due to an increase in the scope of 

works RMS has approved a variation of $211,351. The total contract is now $3.601,351. 

 

The scope of works involved in this contract is: 

 

Resealing, heavy patching, HW 12 Mt Brandon widening, grids replacement (new item), Big 

Warrambool widening (new item) and routine works. 

 
Current Position: 

 
The Grid on HW18 North near Big Warrambool Bridge has now been completed. From 19 

January 2015 one Council team will be working on shoulder grading on SH12 while another will 
be working on heavy patching on SH18 North. Resealing work by Fulton Hogan was not 
completed due to wet weather in the lead up to the Christmas closure. The resealing work will 
continue on SH12 and SH29 West. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Nil 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
As at 31 December 2014, $1,375,880.08 has been spent from a total amount of $3,601,351.00 
provided in the 2014/2015 budget.   

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 

 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of RMCC to ensure the works are completed 
within the guidelines. 
 

Monthly RMCC works Report from Director Engineering Services – December 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly RMCC works report for December 2014. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 
RMCC works summary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The funding allocations for the 2014/2015 RMCC works are $ 3,601,351 and details are as 
follows: 
 

S
N Description Budget 

Expenditure Till 
31/12/2014 Status 

1 Resealing $1,030,000.00 $188,165.28 18% 

2 Heavy patching $500,000.00 $519,507.83 104% 

3 
HW 12 Warrambool 
Widening $700,000.00 $28,948.51 4% 

4 Routine works $1,160,000.00 $438,592.37 38% 

5 Grids Replacement $146,351.06 $60,544.47 41% 

6 Culvert Headwall Works $65,000 $217.91 0.3% 

7 Culvert Replacement 
 

$139,903.71  

  TOTAL  $3,601,351.06 $1,375,880.08 38% 
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NSW RURAL FIRE FIGHTING -NORTH WEST ZONE SERVICE   
DRAFT BUDGET 2015/2016   

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1238-02 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that council note and accepts the budget for Council’s Contribution 
to Rural Fire fighting North West Zone funding for the 2014/2015 financial year. 
 
Background: 

 
The Rural Fire Service in the Walgett Shire is managed by the North West Zone. The 
2015/2016 draft budget of the funding for the Rural Fire Service is $3,678,635. 
 

 
Current Position: 

 
The Rural Fire Service North West Zone has submitted a draft budget of 3,678,635 of which 
all three councils contribution is $430,400. The Walgett Shire Council’s contribution is 
$219,504 (51% of $430,400). As compared to the 2014/2015 budget ($215,513.76), the 
2015/2016 budget is 1.85% higher than the 2014/2015 budget. This includes an increase of 
5% for VASS charges.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
North West Zone Funding budget 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
NSW Rural Fire Service- Walgett Brigades and Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
The draft figures will be included in the 2015/2016 budget and operating plan.  

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Consider a 3% reduction for 3 years in respect of VASS charges. 
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Conclusion: 
 
It is recommended that Council approve the draft budget which provides for a contribution 
amount of $219,504 for 2015/2016. 
 

Rural Fire Fighting North West Zone Service   draft budget 2015/2016 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and approves the draft budget which provides for a contribution of 
 $ 219,504 to Rural Fire Services fund for 2015/2016. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 
NSW RFS Bids and Estimates 15/16 
 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

157 
 

 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

158 
 

 
 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

159 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

160 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

161 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

162 
 

MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES-FEBRUARY 
2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director of Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   11/378 

 

 
Rural Fire Station - Rowena  
 
The purpose of the project is to build a NSWRFS Brigade Station for the Rowena Rural Fire 
Brigade located at lot 21, DP 552634 Rowena Street, Rowena , NSW. The existing Rowena 
Brigade Station had been identified as unsuitable for operational use and  has decided to 
build new one in alignment with the RFS Corporate Plan 2014-2021. 
 
The role of the Walgett Shire Council will be a Contract Manager / Project Manager. The 
total estimated cost is $184,000. The current situation of the project is in tender stage. The 
schedule of the project is as follows: 
Tender closing date: 5:00 pm on Friday 20th March 2015 
Contract award: 27th March 2015 
Project Completion: 30 June 2015. 
 
Community Consultation – upgrade of Opal and Pandora Street Intersection , 
Lightning Ridge   
 
A community consultation was held on 28 January 2015 at 6:30pm at the Lightning Ridge 
Bowling club.   
 
The purpose of the consultation was to discuss the project and seek input from the 
community. Approximately 20 people were present in the meeting and the interaction was 
quite good. The consultation session finished at 7:30 without any objections. 
 
The schedule of the project is as follows: 
Commencement date: 2nd March 2015 
Completion date: 31st March 2015 
 

Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Engineering Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Director of Engineering Services for brief mention or 
information only be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
 
Project Initiation Document 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

163 
 

 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

164 
 

 
 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

165 
 

 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

166 
 

 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

167 
 

 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

168 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

169 
 

 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

170 
 

 
 
 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

171 
 

14.4 ACTING DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

 

WALGETT LEVEE UPGRADE - GRANT OFFER FROM OFFICE OF 
ENVIRONMENT & HERITAGE 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:    Prafulla K.C.-Acting Director Urban Infrastructure  

FILE NUMBER:   11/357 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council endorse the General Manager’s actions in accepting a 
$2,485,714 million grant offered by the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH), NSW 
Government, for the Walgett Levee Upgrade Project. 
 
Background: 
 
Council applied for Funding under the Floodplain Management Program for 2014-15 for the 
Walgett Levee Upgrade Project and has been successful in securing grant funding of 
$2,485,714.00 on a 6:1 ratio. As per the funding agreement Council’s contribution for the 
project will be $414,286.00. The funding agreement has to be accepted, signed and 
submitted by 5 June 2015.  
 
Current Position: 
 
Refurbishment of approximate 7.1 km of the Walgett Levee is now complete. Council applied 
for additional funding to extend the levee around the Walgett tip and Sewerage Treatment 
Plant. The total length of the proposed extension is approximately 3.1 km. Grant funding will 
be allocated towards building the new levee extension.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
OEH’s grant funding offer 
 
Governance issues: 
  
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
A review of environmental factors has been carried out. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Office of Heritage and Environment 
Land and Property Management Authority  
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Residents of Walgett 
Walgett Shire rate payers 
Levee adjoining land owners 
Aboriginal Community 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council will need to make available $414,286.00 for the project as per the funding 
agreement for the project in FY2014-15. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Reject the Offer, and find it difficult to attract the funds in future. 
Wait until total project cost is made available as a grant. 
Do nothing. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Walgett Levee protects the residents and property within the Walgett township. It is 
recommended that Council accept the grant offer.  

 
Walgett Levee Upgrade – Grant Offer from Office of Environment & Heritage 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council endorse the General Manager’s actions in accepting the grant funding 
 of $2,485,714.00 offered by the Office of Environment and Heritage. 
2. Council shall contribute $414,286 on a basis of a 6:1 ratio for the Walgett Levee 
 Refurbishment Program in FY2014-15. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Letter received from Robert Stokes MP dated 6 January 2015 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
FROM ACTING DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES – 
FEBRUARY 2015 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:  Prafulla KC-Acting Director-Urban Infrastructure Services   

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
1. Water Restriction Policy 
 
It was reported at the December Council meeting that a detail report regarding a revised 
water restriction policy will be presented to Council for endorsement. However the proposed 
water restriction policy has to be revised in conjunction with the new Drought Management 
Plan that is currently being developed as part of the LMWUA project. It is envisaged that 
both the water restriction policy and updated Drought Management Plan shall be tabled to 
Council for endorsement and adoption once completed. 
 
2. Walgett Levee Refurbishment Stage 4 
 
Stage 4 of the Walgett Levee Refurbishment project is now complete and it was handed to 
Council on 3 February 2015. A total of 3815m of levee was refurbished in this section. The 
works undertaken includes earthwork, flood gates, pipe work, new pump stations, gates and 
culverts. 

 

3. Spider Brown Oval Lightning Ridge 

  
The ground refurbishment of Spider Brown Oval is continuously progressing. As at today’s 
date the progress is satisfactory. Council staff are regularly monitoring the ground conditions 
and taking necessary actions as required. It is envisioned that the ground will be ready for 
the next season. 

  
Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only – Urban Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed for brief mention or information is received, noted and endorsed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 

 
 


