
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

19 February 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ray Kent 
General Manager 

 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – MINUTES 

________________________________________________________________________ 
December 2007  Page 2 

 
 
10 February 2008 
 
Administrator 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in 
the Walgett Council Chambers commencing at 10.00am. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
PUBLIC FORUM PRESENTATIONS  
 
(limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper, 
with two speakers, speaking for the item and two speakers, speaking against the item to be 
considered) 
 
WELCOME TO VISITORS  
(recognising the original Aboriginal caretakers of the lands covered by the Shire) 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD 11 DECEMBER 2007 
 
  December Minutes Attached 
 
1. SECRETARY – RESERVE TRUST MANAGEMENT’S REPORT  
 
 1. Acceptance of Reserve Trust Minutes   21-22 
 
2. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
  No Reports Submitted 
 
3. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 2. Organisation Structure     24-34 
 
4. MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT 
 
 3. Investment Report as at 31 December 2007   35-36 
 4. Investment Report as at 31 January 2008   37-38 

5. Report on Rates and Charges – 31 December 2007  39 
6. Report on Rates and Charges – 31 January 2008  40 
7. Quarterly Management Review to 31 December 2007 41-50 
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8. Report on Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 51-73 
 9. Management Plan Timetable     74-75 

10. Request for waiving of temporary license fees and bond  
for use of Collarenebri Town Hall  
– Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service    76-78 

 11. Request for Donation – St Mary’s Parish   79-81 
 12. Request for Participation in 2008 bush bursary/  

Country Women’s Association Scholarship Scheme  82-86 
 13. Request for donation – Lightning Ridge Golf Club  87-88 

14. Request for waiving of temporary license fees  89-91 
15. Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community  

Development and reconciliation plan    92-93 
16. Walgett Historical Society Inc – option to renew lease 94-96 
17. Auction sale of land for overdue rates   97-100 
18. Domestic Waste Management Service overcharge on  

assessment 19968      101 
19. Refund of rates levied on Assessment 1271  

(Formerly Assessment 127)     102 
20. Vacation Care       103-105 
21. Variation of funding Agreement – Walgett Youth Centre  

and Amenities block      106-107 
22. Outcomes achieved for Local Ethnic Affairs Priorities  

Statement and Action Plan     108-118 
23. Reviewed recommendations from the Walgett Shire  

Council Social Plan 2007/2010    119-124 
24. Lehman Brothers Australia Ltd Investment Update  

(Formerly Grange Securities Investment)   125-128 
 
5. MANAGER OF PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT 
 

25. Policy for developments where Council has a conflicting  
role as a consent Authority     129-133 

26. Policy for the discharge of Liquid Trade Waste   134-135 
27. Community based heritage study    136-142 
28. Development and complying development certificate  

Applications       143-149 
29. Development application 2007051, Walgett Shire Council 150-164 
30. Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft  

Strategy       165-178 
 
6. MANAGER OF ENGINEERING’S REPORT 
 

31. Inquiry into Secure and Sustainable Urban water supply  
land Sewerage services for non-metropolitan NSW  179-182 

32. Glengarry State Emergency Service    183-189 
33. SES Depot – Carinda      190-192 
34. Burren Junction Bore Baths     193-196 
35. Walgett Bore baths      197-199 
36. Payphone – Walgett Aerodrome    200-204 
37. Barwon Inn Rest Area      205-207 
38. Maintenance of Stock grids     208-212 
39. Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant    213-216 
40. Smoke Free Areas      217-220 
41. Flood damage – December 2007/ January 2008   221-222 
42. Plant replacement program     223-226 
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7. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

43. Walgett Shire Council consultative Committee minutes  
– 7 November 2007      227-229 

44. Walgett Shire Council consultative Committee minutes  
– 5 December 2007      230-231 

 
8.  PRECINCT COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 45. Collarenebri Precinct Committee Meeting minutes  

– 7 November 2007       232 
 
9. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
 
 No reports submitted 
 
10. CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 Tables as a separate Agenda 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – 11 DECEMBER 2007 
 
The Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11 December 2007 were distributed 
to Council’s Administrator. 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL 
HELD IN COUNCILCHAMBERS, WALGETT 

ON TUESDAY, 11 DECEMBER 2007 COMMENCING AT 10.00 am 
 
PRESENT 
 
Mr Vic Smith   Administrator 
Mr Ray Kent                 General Manager 
Mr Alan Nelson  Manager Engineering 
Mrs Emma Darcy  Manager Corporate Services 
Miss Jodie Gates  Minute Secretary 
Mr Ian Taylor   Projects Engineer 
  
Administrator Vic Smith welcomed those attending the meeting and invited any 
member of the community to address matters listed within the Council Agenda. 
 
OPEN FORUM PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mr Jack Baker – Confirmation of Minutes 
 
Raised concern regarding the availability of Council minutes after a Council meeting. 
Mr Baker expressed his concern that at most other Council’s the minutes of Council 
meetings are made available within a few days of the end of the meeting. Mr Baker 
expressed that our minutes are not being made available until after their adoption at the 
next Council meeting.  
 
Shirley Mitchell – Welcome to the new General Manager 
 
Mrs Shirley Mitchell wished to welcome Ray Kent as the new General Manager and 
look forward to working with Ray in the future. 
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392/07 – Acceptance of Reserve Trust Minutes 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator:  
 
1. That Council endorse the resolutions of the Reserve Trust meetings held  

11 December 2007. 
 
2. That Council takes action to implement the resolutions of the  

Reserve Trusts. 
 
Carried. 
 
393/07 – Delegation of Authority by Council 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council note the delegation to 
the Acting General Manager, Mrs Emma Darcy, of all powers and duties necessary to 
carry out the functions of that office under Section 335 of the Local Government Act 
1993 for the period 1 December 2007 until 9 December 2007 with the exception of 
those functions listed under Section 377(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 as being 
beyond the power to delegate. 
 
Carried. 
 
394/07 – Delegation of Authority by Council 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council delegates to the 
General Manager, Mr Raymond Kent, all powers and duties necessary to carry out the 
functions of that office under Section 335 of the Local Government Act 1993 with the 
exception of those functions listed under Section 377(1) of the Local Government Act 
1993 as being beyond the power to delegate. 
 
Carried. 
 
395/07 – Family Day Care Office 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 

1. That Council note the current status with the Walgett Shire Family Day Care 
Scheme. 

 
2. That the scheme be reviewed in March 2008 

 
Carried.
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396/07 – Request for financial support from Lightning Ridge Central School 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council resolve to make a 
donation equal to the value of the Development Application fees up to a maximum of 
$560, for the covered outdoor learning area at Lightning Ridge Central School under 
Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993, and that funds are provided from 
Council’s Contingency account. 
 
Carried. 
 
397/07 – Walgett Shire Council Staff Subsidy Policy 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator:   
 
1. That Council resolve to remove Policy D Human Resources 1D.3 – Conditions of 

Employment as stated below effective from 11 December 2007: 
 
 
ELECTRICITY 
 
“That Council reimburse the connection fee and 20% of costs of household 
electricity to employees who have filled positions which require 
advertisements in the Sydney Morning Herald or Australian Local 
Government Job Directory.” 
 
The subsidy is to apply to designated positions within Council’s staffing 
structures from time to time, subject to the incumbent attaining the maximum 
salary level pertaining to the position as identified by Council’s salary 
system.” 
 
NOTE:   The designated positions referred to in the above are as 
follows: 
 
Finance Manager, Assistant Finance Manager, EDP Manager, Community 
Development Officer, Environmental Health/Building Officer, Projects Officer 
(Engineering). 
 
C.M. 24.11.1997 
 
TELEPHONE INCENTIVE 
 
 “That Council make the following reimbursements to those employees 
identified below: 
 
(a) Those employees appointed to positions advertised in the Australian 

Local Government Job Directory and/or Sydney Morning Herald be 
reimbursed 25% of the cost of phone calls only. 
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(b) Those employees appointed to the positions  of General Manager 

and Chief Executives of Council’s functions be reimbursed 75% of 
the cost of phone calls, and the Deputy Chief Executive of Technical 
Services be reimbursed 50% of the cost of telephone calls.  Council 
to pay the cost of rentals and installation of telephones attached to 
these positions. 

 
(a) That Council not reimburse the cost of overseas telephone calls, with 

the exception of the General Manager and Chief Executives who 
may be required to make such calls. 

 
The subsidy is to apply to designated positions within Council’s staffing 
structures, from time to time, subject to the incumbent attaining the maximum 
salary level pertaining to the position as identified by Council’s salary 
system.” 
 
NOTE:  The designated positions referred to in the above are as follows: 
 
Finance Manager, Assistant Finance Manager, EDP Manager, Community 
Development Officer, Environmental Health and Building Officer, Projects 
Officer (Engineering). 
 
CM 24.11.1997 
 
TELEPHONES IN RESIDENCES 
 
 “That Council contribute to the cost of telephone calls, rentals and 
installation where Council requires the employee to have a telephone 
connected for work purposes, such contribution to be made on the following 
basis: 
 
a) Council to pay all installation and rental costs 
 
b) Council to deduct an amount equivalent to twenty (20) local calls per 

week with the balance of the calls to be charged to the employee.” 
 
CM 24.11.1997 

 
2. That Council resolve to allow the existing Conditions of Employment relating to 

Electricity, Telephone Incentive and Telephones in Residences to apply to existing 
staff members who commenced their employment prior to 11 December 2007. 
 

3. Employees who commenced their employment prior to 11 December 2007 may 
elect to review their conditions of employment in relation to Electricity, Telephone 
Incentive and Telephones in Residences and apply Walgett Shire Council Staff 
Subsidy Policy as adopted 11 December 2007 as agreed upon by the General 
Manager and the relevant employee. 
 

4. That Council adopt Walgett Shire Council Staff Subsidy Policy as attached. 
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5. That Council resolve to review Walgett Shire Council Staff Subsidy Policy in 
December 2008. 

 
Carried. 
 
398/07 – Rowena Preschool Incorporated 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council approve a change of 
project for the purchase of an aqua cooler to Rowena Preschool Incorporated’s 
application for financial assistance under Walgett Shire Council Community Assistance 
Scheme and under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
Carried. 
 
399/07 – Request for Financial Assistance – Lightning Ridge Christmas Street    
Light Competition 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council pay $150.00 from 
Members & Civic-Section 356 Donation to Week’s Newsagency of Lightning Ridge to 
assist with the costs associated with their annual Christmas street light competition.  
 
Carried. 
 
400/07 – Request for Financial Assistance – Walgett Community College 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council pay $500 from Members 
& Civic - Section 356 Donation to Walgett Community College to assist with the costs 
associated with their bush tucker/vegetable garden. 
 
Carried. 
 
401/07 – Report on Rates and Charges – 30 November 2007  
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that the Report on Rates as at 30 
November 2007 be received. 
 
Carried. 
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402/07 – Investment Report as at 30 November 2007 
  
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that the Investment Report as at 30 
November 2007 be received. 
 
Carried. 
 
403/07 – Monthly Management Report as at 30 November 2007 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council note the Management 
Report for the period ending 30 November 2007. 
 
Carried. 
 
404/07 – Clean Up Australia Day Project 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the 2008 Clean up Australia project brief. 
 
2. That Council allocate funding of $1,100.00 from Manager Corporate Services 

Contingency Account for the purchase of seedlings for Clean up Australia Day 
2008. 

 
3. That Council consider a further allocation for Clean up Australia Day projects when 

determining the budget for 2008/2009. 
 
Carried. 
 
405/07 – Playground Equipment within Walgett Shire 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the report on playground equipment within Walgett 

Shire. 
 

2.  That Council immediately remove all playground equipment that has been identified     
as high risk in the ‘Risk Assessment – Playground Equipment’ report as attached. 

 
Carried. 
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406/07 –Request for Waiver on Loan – Walgett Swimming Club 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that the request from the Walgett 
Swimming club to waive the balance of the interest free loan advanced on 23 January 
2003 be considered in the context of the formulation of 2008/2009 Budget. 
 
Carried. 
 
 
407/07 – Walgett Shire Council Museum Advisor  
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 
1.   That Council receive and note the report to Walgett Shire Council and Museums   
and Galleries NSW dated December 2007 received from Richard Wesley. 

 
2.   That Council consider the recommendations contained in the report to Walgett 
Shire Council and Museums and Galleries NSW dated December 2007 received from 
Richard Wesley in December 2007 in the Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013. 
 
3.   That Council apply to Museum Planning Services Australia to further fund the 
provision of services supplied by Mr Richard Wesley. 
 
Carried. 
 
408/07 – Organisation Structure 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 
That Council endorse: 
 

1. A second Assets Officer position within Walgett Shire Council’s organisational 
structure. 

 
2. Both Assets Officer positions and Customer Service Officer (Lands) report to the 

Project Engineer. 
 
Carried. 
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409/07 – Vacation Care - Walgett 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that subject to the concurrence of the 
Department of Community Services that Council agree to operate vacation care in 
Walgett from July 2008. 
 
Carried. 
 
410/07 – Walgett Shire Community Service Report 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council receive and note the 
Community Liaison Officer’s Report. 
 
Carried. 
 
411/07 – Policy for the discharge of Liquid Trade Waste 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the endorsement by the Department of Water and Energy of an operational 

policy titled the “Walgett Shire Council Policy for Discharge of Liquid Trade Waste to 
the Sewerage System”. 

 
2. Place the policy on public exhibition for a minimum of 42 days, as per the 

requirements of Section 160 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Carried. 
 
412/07 – Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council resolve to 
note the Development and Complying Development Certificate applications dealt with 
under delegated authority by the Manager Planning and Regulation and General 
Manager during November 2007. 
 
Carried. 
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413/07 – Development Application 2007051-Walgett Shire Council 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Development Application 
2007051 is deferred for until further investigation. 
 
Carried. 
 
414/07 – Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft Strategy 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 
That Council resolve to: 
 
1. Adopt and endorse the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft 

Strategy document, with the amendments proposed by Edge Land Planning in a 
document titled “Analysis of Submissions” which was prepared in November 
2007. 

 
2. Forward the Walgett Shire Council Growth Management Study and Draft Strategy 

document to the Director General of the Department of Planning for formal 
endorsement. 

 
3. Prepare a Local Environmental Plan for the whole of the Walgett Shire Local 

Government Area in accordance with: 
(a) The Standard Instrument (Local Environmental Plans) Order 2006; and  
(b) The recommendations contained in the Walgett Shire Growth Management 

Study and Draft Strategy document, as prepared by Edge Land Planning. 
 
4. In accordance with Section 54 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 

1979, notify the Director General of the Department of Planning that Walgett Shire 
Council has resolved to prepare a Local. 

 
Carried. 
 
415/07 – Development Application 2007054 – Walgett Shire Council 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that development Application 
2007054 be approved subject to the following conditions: 
 
PRESCRIBED CONDITIONS OF DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 
As no “work” is to be undertaken there are no prescribed conditions of development consent 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 

CONDITIONS IMPOSED BY COUNCIL 
The following development consent conditions are imposed by Council. 
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GENERAL 
Gen 010.  
It is possible that a covenant may affect the land, which is subject to this consent.  The granting 
of this consent does not necessarily override any covenant.  You should seek legal advice 
regarding the effect of any covenants that may affect the land. 

Reason: To avoid breaching the requirements of any covenant. 

Gen 020. 
Any future development on the subject site or use of the subject land in a manner inconsistent 
with this development consent (approval) will require separate development consent to be 
obtained from council in writing prior to the commencement of any work. 

Reason: To ensure compliance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979. 

SUBDIVISION/CONSOLIDATION 
Sub 040. 
That three lots are created by the subdivision of Lot 3433, DP 765722 and Lot 2607, DP 
764635, one of about 13.67 hectares, one of about 409.3 hectares and the other about 58.31 
hectares. 

Reason: To ensure that the development proceeds in the manner proposed by the applicant 
and approved by Council. 

Sub 041. 
Provision is to be made for legal access to Lot 65 DP 46643 as part of the subdivision process. 

Reason: The plan submitted with the Development Application shows Lot 65 as being isolated 
from the cemetery access road. However the associated documentation states that the intent is 
to provide access to that lot. 

Sub 120. 
A surveyor’s plan must be submitted to Walgett Shire Council prior to the expiry date of this 
development consent so that the subdivision certificate on the plan can be signed by an 
authorised officer. 

Reason: The subdivision cannot be registered with the Land Titles Office, and be finalised, until 
the subdivision certificate on the surveyors plan is signed by an authorised officer of Walgett 
Shire Council. 

Sub 130. 
The subdivision certificate will not be released until development consent conditions under this 
section (titled “subdivision”) have been complied with. 

Reason: To ensure compliance with the terms of the development consent. 

APPROVED PLANS 
Pln 010. 
The development shall be implemented in accordance with: 

(a) All documentation and correspondence submitted by the applicant, or their agents, 
in support of the Development Application, 

(b) The details set out on the plans approved and stamped by authorised officers of 
Council, 

except as amended by the conditions of this development consent. 
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Reason: To ensure that the development proceeds in the manner proposed by the 
applicant and approved by Council. 

FLOOD 
Flo 010 
The applicant/owner is advised that the site is subject to inundation by floodwater to an 
unknown depth and velocity.  You are advised to obtain your own expert advice as to the likely 
effects of such inundation. 

Reason: To ensure the owner is advised of the impacts of flooding on the site and any 
precautions required to be taken. 
 
Carried. 
 
416/07 – Remote Aerodrome Safety Programme 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that representations be made to the 
Hon Reba Meagher MP, NSW Minister for Health, seeking the financial support of the 
NSW Government for an application from Council, under the 2008/09 Remote 
Aerodrome Safety Programme, to upgrade perimeter fencing at Lightning Ridge 
Aerodrome. 
 
Carried. 
 
417/07 – Apprentice Training 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council approve of 
arrangements, whereby a privately employed apprentice mechanic travels to block 
release training with Council’s apprentice and shares accommodation on the 
understanding that there is no cost to Council stemming from this arrangement.  
 
Carried. 
 
418/07 – Solid Waste Services – Asset Management Plan 
  
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council endorse the programme 
contained in this report to deliver a draft Asset management Plan for solid waste 
services in Walgett Shire by May 2008. 
 
Carried. 
 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 16 

419/07 – Property Sale – Lot 954 Pandora Street, Lightning Ridge 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council notes the sale of Lot 
954 Pandora Street, Lightning Ridge. 
 
Carried. 
 
 420/07 – Walgett Bore Baths 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 
1.  That Council resolved to call for quotations for the supply and installation of a   

perimeter fence and the repair of the plumbing defects at Walgett bore baths. 
 
2.   That the General Manager be authorised to proceed with approval of works not 

exceeding $40,000 to be funded from Council land sales. 
 
Carried. 
 
421/07 – Cartage of Water – Grawin Opal Fields 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It is resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council note new subsidy 
arrangements, which will remain in force until 30 June 2008, to cart water to the Grawin 
Opal Fields in times when local rainfall falls into the below average or worse category 
by the Bureau of Meteorology. 
 
Carried. 
 
422/07 – REPAIR Programme – 2008/09 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council note the initial 
assessment of REPAIR Programme proposals submitted to the Roads and Traffic 
Authority for 2008/09. 
 
Carried. 
 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 17 

423/07 – Walgett Swimming Pool – Admittance during School Hours 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It is resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 
1. That a condition of entry to both Walgett and Collarenebri Swimming Pools be 

“School age children shall not be admitted during school hours (9am-3pm 
schooldays) except under adult supervision”. 

 
2. Those local schools be notified of this amendment. 
 
Carried. 
 
424/07 – Arthur Street Flats 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council note the sale of 12 
Arthur Street, Walgett for a sale price of $85,000. 
 
Carried. 
 
425/07 – Community Water Grants – Round Three 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council note that a Community 
Water Grant has been made available to assist with the installation of water meters in 
the village of Rowena, and not Carinda as previously reported. 
 
Carried 
 
426/07 – Property Sale – Lots 5, 6 7 and 8 DP 846336 – Lightning Ridge 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 

1. That Council set the reserve price for Lots 5, 6, 7 and 8 DP 846336 at the valuer 
General’s valuation figure plus administration costs, solicitor costs, acceptable 
margin not less than 15%, and agents commission. 

 
2. Not withstanding (1) above that Council authorise the Administrator and General 

Manager to sign, under seal the Contract Documentation for the sale of Lots 5, 6 
7 and 8 DP 846336 to Mr James Haywood or his nominee. 

 
3. That in the event that an offer for the land is received from a party other than Mr 

James Haywood or him nominee than Council may accept the offer provided 
that: (1)  it is not less than the reserve price and; (2) Council has not already 
entered into a valid contract for sale with Mr Haywood or his nominee. 

 
Carried. 
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427/07 – Property Sale – Lot 33 DP 253488 Euroka Street - Walgett 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council notes the sale of Lot 33 
DP 253488 located in Euroka Street, Walgett. 
 
Carried. 
 
427a/07 – Property Sale – Lot 16 Section 9 DP 758262 - Collarenebri 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council note the sale of Lot 16 
Section 9 DP 758262 Albert Street, Collarenebri. 
 
Carried. 
 
427b/07 – Carols by Candlelight 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council receive this report and 
note the support of Collarenebri and Walgett Carols by Candlelight events. 
 
Carried. 
 
428/07 – Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting – 15 November 2007 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council receive and note the 
Minutes of the Local Area Traffic Control Meeting held on 15 November 2007. 
 
Carrried. 
 
429/07 – Camps on Claims working Group Meeting 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
Note the report provided by the Manager Planning and Regulation, Matthew Goodwin, 
on his attendance as Walgett Shire Council’s delegate at the Camps on Claims 
Working Group meeting held on 28 November 2007. 
 
Carried. 
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430/07 – Lightning Ridge Mining Board Meeting 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
Note the report provided by the Manager Planning and Regulation, Matthew Goodwin, 
on his attendance as Walgett Shire Council’s delegate at the Lightning Ridge Mining 
Board meeting held on 29 November 2007. 
 
Carried. 
 
The following resolutions were brought forward from the Closed Council Meeting:- 
 
431/07 – Grange Securities Investment Update December 2007 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator: 
 

1. That Council rescind the resolution from the Closed Council meeting 20 
November 2007 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council withdraw all its 
investments with Grange Securities Limited immediately. 
 
Carried 

 
2. That Council endorse the disposal of Adelaide Bank FRN and Elders Rural Bank 

Sub Dept, securities managed by Grange Securities for $469,920 and $467,300 
respectively. 

 
3. That Council continue to closely monitor the performance of securities managed 

by Grange Securities Limited. 
 
Carried. 
 
432/07 – Lots 952 and 953 DP 872184 
 
RESOLUTION: 
. 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 

1. That lots 952 and 953 DP 872184 be sold as one parcel of land. 
 

2. That a reserve for Lots 952 and 953 DP 872184 be established at the same 
reserve as Lot 954 DP 872184.  

 
3. That the selling price for Lots 952 and 953 DP 872184 be set at $55,000.  

 
Carried. 
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433/07 – Burren Junction Land 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that the sale price for Lots 2 and 3, 
Section 4, DP 758199 be set at $2,000 per each lot. 
 
Carried. 
 
434/07 – Offers for Land – Carinda and Come-by-Chance 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator: 
 

1. That offers of $750 each for Lots 1 and 2 Section 1 DP 758227 is accepted. 
 

2. That an offer of $500 for Lot 1 DP 203150 be accepted. 
 
Carried. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.20am 
 
Confirmed by Council at its meeting on Tuesday, 19 February 2008. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 Administrator  General Manager 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 11 December 2007 be confirmed 
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SECRETARY RESERVE TRUST, MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 1 
 
Subject: Acceptance of Reserve Trust Minutes 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Secretary of the Reserve Trust 
 
File No: 021/11/01/03 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council accepts all the recommendations of the reserve 
trust meetings held 19 February 2008. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council as the appointed reserve trust manager has certain responsibilities in its role as 
manager they include; 
 
• Develop and implement Plans of Management in accordance with the  

Local Government Act 1993 and Crown Lands Act 1989 
• Making regulatory decisions eg; use of the reserve, hours of entry, fees and 

charges etc 
• Adopting Codes of Conduct 
• Financial record keeping 
• Counter-signing of development application and grants 
• Holding Reserve Trust meetings as required 
 
Reserve Trust Management Meetings are held prior to the Council meeting on the  
3rd Tuesday of the Month.  Members of the public are welcome to attend and can obtain 
an agenda on the relevant reserve by contacting Council. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Reserve Trust Minutes 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Reserve Trust Management Committees 
• Department of Natural Resources 
• Department of Lands 
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Financial Implications: 
 
There may be costs associated with resolutions of the Reserve Trust meetings.  These 
will be stated in the relevant Reserve Trust Minutes. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council endorse the resolutions of the Reserve Trust meetings held  

19 February 2008. 
 
2. That Council takes action to implement the resolutions of the  

Reserve Trusts. 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 
2008 
 
Item No:       
 
Subject:       
 
Author:       
 
File No:       
 
 
No Reports submitted 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 2 
 
Subject: Organisation Structure 
 
Author: Bronwyn Newton –Coordinator Human Resources 
 
File No: 295/01/07/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends an amendment to be made Council’s Organisational Structure 
to change the Position Titles of the following Manager positions to Director Titles as 
suggested:- 
 
Manager, Planning and Regulation becomes Director, Planning and Regulatory 
Services 
Manager, Engineering becomes Director, Infrastructure and Engineering Services 
Manager, Corporate Services becomes Director, Corporate and Community Services 
 
The report also recommends an amendment to Council’s Organisational Structure to 
remove the Two Part Time Customer Service Officer roles from within the Records 
Department. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
It is clear from the Position Descriptions that the Manager positions are not Managers’ 
positions responsible solely for delivering programs and services under guidance. Each 
of the positions is responsible for initiating and driving action in respect of Council 
programs, for advising Council and being primary intermediaries between Council, on 
the one hand, the community and other public and private organisations on the other. It 
is considered that the title Director is more appropriate than Manager. Further, it is 
considered that the titles need to be elaborated to better indicate to those having 
dealings with Council, the scope of responsibility of each position.  
 
It is requested that the Two Part Time Customer Service Officer roles located in the 
Records Department be removed from Council’s Organisational Structure as the 
department is adequately staffed via the other positions within the department and via 
the use of Casual employees when required.  It is advised that the Two Part Time 
Customer Service Officer roles have been vacant for several months which has not 
disrupted service delivery within this department. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Organisation Structure 
Draft Consultative Committee Minutes – 06/02/2008 
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Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. That Council endorse the following Position Title changes on the 
Organisational Structure:- 

 
• Manager, Planning and Regulation becomes Director, Planning and 

Regulatory Services 
 

• Manager, Engineering becomes Director, Infrastructure and 
Engineering Services 

 
• Manager, Corporate Services becomes Director, Corporate and 

Community Services 
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General Manager - 
Executive Assistant 
to General Manger

Director, Planning 
& Regulatory 

Services
Director, Corporate & 
Community Services

Director, 
Infrastructure & 

Engineering Services CS Officer- 

H&B Surveyor Accountant - 
Corporate Services 

Officer -
Community Liaison 

Officer - 
Coordinator Human 

Resources - 

Economic 
Development 

Officer - 
Aboriginal Liaison 

Officer
Tourism Devlopment 

Officer - 
Support Services 

Coordinator - Projects Engineer - Engineer Works - 

Asst H&B Sur Finance Officer - CSO Records -
P/T Family Daycare 

Coordinator - OH&S Coordinator - 
Visitor Information 

Officer - Stores Officer - 
Assets 
Officer - 

Assets 
Officer - Projects Officer - 

Customer Servce 
Officer (Lands) - 

Skilled Worker 
(Cleaner) -  

Technical Officer 
(Maintenance) - Works Coordinator  - 

Technical Officer,  Towns 
Services - 

Technical Officer, SIMC 
-

GIS Coordinator Rates Clerk 
CSO 

(Receptionist/Cashier) -
Youth Development 

Officer - Stores Ass - 

Semi Skilled 
Worker (Cleaner) 

(Part Time) -      

Supervisor - 
Specialist 

Bitumen  Repair Walgett Team

Town Planner 
Payroll  & Debtors Clerk 

- CSO - 
P/T Library Officer, 

Walgett - Mechanic/L Hand - 
Plant Operator 

(Grader) - 
Plant Operator 

(Grader)- Team Leader (Urban Maint) - 
Skilled Worker (Traffic 

Facilities) - 
Team Leader (Water & 

Sewer) 

Regulatory Officer - Creditors Clerk - 
P/T Library Officer, 
Lightning Ridge - Mechanic - 

Team Leader 
(Bitumen 

Specalist) - Plant Operator (Roller) -
Team Leader 2IC (Urban 

Maint)- 
Team Leader 2IC (Water 

& Sewer) -

CS Officer -
IT Systems 

Administrator Mechanic - Truck Driver -
Plant Operator 

(Grader)     Plant Operator (Roller) -
Plant Operator (Backhoe 

/Loader) - 
Plant Operator (Grader) 

- 
Skilled Worker (Water & 

Sewer) -

Senior Agency Clerk - Aprentice Mechanic  S/S Worker - Plant Operator (Roller) 
Water Cart Operator - 

Contractor
Skilled Worker (Public 

Facilities) - Plant Operator (Roller) -
Skilled Worker (Water & 

Sewer) - 

Agency Clerk - Trainee Plant Operator - Semi Skilled Worker S/S Worker - Plant Operator (Roller) -

CS Officer(Finance) -  

Team Leader 
(Bitumen 

Specalist) - Semi Skilled Worker
Plant Operator 

(Grader) - S/S Worker - 
Water Cart Operator - 

Contractor

CS Officer (Finance) - Truck Driver - Plant Operator (Roller) -
Truck Driver (Waste 

Specialist) -

S/S Worker - 
Skilled Worker (Bridge 

Carpenter) - Plant Operator (Roller) -

Skilled Worker (Bridge 
Labourer) - 

Truck Driver 
(WaterCart Specalist) Lightning Ridge Team

Semi Skilled Worker - Team Leader (Urban Maint) - 
Team Leader 2IC (Urban 

Maint) -
Skilled Worker (Road 

Patrol) -
Plant Operator 

(Backhoe/Loader) 
S/S Worker -
S/S Worker - 

Plant Operator 
(Loader) - S/S Worker - 

Endorsed - Consultative 
Committee - 06/02/2008

Collarenebri Team

Team Leader (Urban Maint) - 
Team Leader 21C (Urban 

Maint) - 
S/S Worker - 

S/S Worker -

Semi Skilled Worker - 

Carinda (Part Time)
Semi Skilled Worker (Urban 

Maint) -

Burren Junction (Part 
Time)

Semi Skilled Worker (Urban 
Maint) -

Plant Operator (Truck Driver) 
- 

DRAFT - PROPOSED FEBRUARY 2008

Changes to be endorsed :                                   
Remove 2 x P/T CSO positions in Records Department              

Position Title Changes - Manager Corporate Services to Director, 
Corporate & Community Services                                           Manager 

Engineering to Director, Infrastructure & Engineering Services        
Manager Planning & Regulations to Director, Planning & Regulatory 

Services.
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 3 
 
Subject: Investment Report as at 31 December 2007 
 
Author: Amy Taylor – Customer Service Officer Finance 
 
File No: 180/02/01/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of 
December 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
The Investment summary as at 31 December is as follows: 
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INVESTMENTS - CONSOLIDATED

Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 
Act 1993 No 30, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date
(days)

IMB Ltd Term Deposit 182 6.68 454/08 08-Jan-08 $ 500,000.00          
ACCU (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 182 6.76 455/08 15-Jan-08 $ 500,000.00          
Bankwest Term Deposit 182 6.65 456/08 22-Jan-08 $ 500,000.00          
Comminvest (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 168 6.65 457/08 29-Jan-08 $ 500,000.00         
Bankwest Term Deposit 168 6.91 458/08 05-Feb-08 $ 300,000.00          
Suncorp Term Deposit 168 6.88 459/08 12-Feb-08 $ 500,000.00          
National Australia Bank Term Deposit 168 6.75 460/08 19-Feb-08 $ 300,000.00          
National Australia Bank Term Deposit 168 6.82 461/08 26-Feb-08 $ 500,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 168 7.01 464/08 04-Mar-08 $ 500,000.00          
Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 150 7.09 465/08 22-Feb-08 $ 250,000.00          
Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 161 7.10 466/08 11-Mar-08 $ 500,000.00          
Westpac Term Deposit 166 6.85 467/08 18-Mar-08 $ 500,000.00          
National Australia Bank Term Deposit 175 6.68 468/08 25-Mar-08 $ 500,000.00          
Suncorp Term Deposit 182 6.96 469/08 01-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
Bank of Qld Term Deposit 189 7.07 470/08 08-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
Local Govt Financial Services Term Deposit 196 7.02 471/08 15-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
IMB Ltd Term Deposit 203 7.11 472/08 22-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 210 7.16 473/08 29-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
Westpac Term Deposit 215 6.95 474/08 06-May-08 $ 500,000.00          
Suncorp Term Deposit 224 6.99 475/08 13-May-08 $ 500,000.00          
Local Govt Financial Services Term Deposit 231 7.05 476/08 20-May-08 $ 500,000.00          
Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 238 7.20 477/08 27-May-08 $ 500,000.00          
Bankwest Term Deposit 237 7.19 478/08 03-Jun-08 $ 300,000.00          
Bank of Qld Term Deposit 203 7.43 479/08 10-Jun-08 $ 250,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 196 7.45 480/08 17-Jun-08 $ 500,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 196 7.40 481/08 24-Jun-08 $ 300,000.00          
CBA Term Deposit 91 7.50 482/08 17-Mar-08 16-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00          
Royal Bank Canada Term Deposit 91 7.70 483/08 17-Mar-08 16-Mar-11 $ 500,000.00          
Savings & Loans Credit Union (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 196 7.62 484/08 01-Jul-08 $ 500,000.00          
Grange Securities - Zircon Finance Limited Floating Rate CDO 91 8.60 20-Mar-08 20-Sep-14 $ 500,000.00          
Grange Securities - MAS6-7 Term Deposit 91 9.30 20-Mar-08 20-Jun-15 $ 250,000.00          
Grange Securities - Helium Floating Rate CDO 91 8.52 25-Mar-08 23-Jun-14 $ 200,000.00          
Grange Securitis- Magnolia Term Deposit 91 8.80 20-Mar-08 20-Mar-09 $ 50,000.00            

$ 14,200,000.00    
Recommendation 
 
That the Investment Report as at 31 December 2007 be received. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 4 
 
Subject: Investment Report as at 31 January 2008 
 
Author: Amy Taylor – Customer Service Officer Finance 
 
File No: 180/02/01/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of 
January 2008. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
The Investment summary as at 31 January is as follows: 
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INVESTMENTS - CONSOLIDATED

Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 
Act 1993 No 30, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date
(days)

Bankwest Term Deposit 168 6.91 458/08 05-Feb-08 $ 300,000.00          
Suncorp Term Deposit 168 6.88 459/08 12-Feb-08 $ 500,000.00          
National Australia Bank Term Deposit 168 6.75 460/08 19-Feb-08 $ 300,000.00          
National Australia Bank Term Deposit 168 6.82 461/08 26-Feb-08 $ 500,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 168 7.01 464/08 04-Mar-08 $ 500,000.00          
Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 150 7.09 465/08 22-Feb-08 $ 250,000.00          
Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 161 7.10 466/08 11-Mar-08 $ 500,000.00          
Westpac Term Deposit 166 6.85 467/08 18-Mar-08 $ 500,000.00          
National Australia Bank Term Deposit 175 6.68 468/08 25-Mar-08 $ 500,000.00          
Suncorp Term Deposit 182 6.96 469/08 01-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
Bank of Qld Term Deposit 189 7.07 470/08 08-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
Local Govt Financial Services Term Deposit 196 7.02 471/08 15-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
IMB Ltd Term Deposit 203 7.11 472/08 22-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 210 7.16 473/08 29-Apr-08 $ 500,000.00          
Westpac Term Deposit 215 6.95 474/08 06-May-08 $ 500,000.00          
Suncorp Term Deposit 224 6.99 475/08 13-May-08 $ 500,000.00          
Local Govt Financial Services Term Deposit 231 7.05 476/08 20-May-08 $ 500,000.00          
Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 238 7.20 477/08 27-May-08 $ 500,000.00          
Bankwest Term Deposit 237 7.19 478/08 03-Jun-08 $ 300,000.00          
Bank of Qld Term Deposit 203 7.43 479/08 10-Jun-08 $ 250,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 196 7.45 480/08 17-Jun-08 $ 500,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 196 7.40 481/08 24-Jun-08 $ 300,000.00          
CBA Term Deposit 91 7.50 482/08 17-Mar-08 16-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00          
Royal Bank Canada Term Deposit 91 7.70 483/08 17-Mar-08 16-Mar-11 $ 500,000.00          
Savings & Loans Credit Union (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 196 7.62 484/08 01-Jul-08 $ 500,000.00          
IMB Ltd Term Deposit 175 7.34 485/08 01-Jul-08 $ 500,000.00          
ACCU (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 175 7.65 486/08 08-Jul-08 $ 500,000.00          
Bankwest Term Deposit 196 7.36 487/08 05-Aug-08 $ 500,000.00          
Comminvest (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 168 7.05 488/08 15-Jul-08 $ 500,000.00         
Grange Securities - Zircon Finance Limited Floating Rate CDO 91 8.60 20-Mar-08 20-Sep-14 $ 500,000.00          
Grange Securities - MAS6-7 Term Deposit 91 9.30 20-Mar-08 20-Jun-15 $ 250,000.00          
Grange Securities - Helium Floating Rate CDO 91 8.52 25-Mar-08 23-Jun-14 $ 200,000.00          
Grange Securitis- Magnolia Term Deposit 91 8.80 20-Mar-08 20-Mar-09 $ 50,000.00            

$ 14,200,000.00    
Recommendation 
 
That the Investment Report as at 31 January 2008 be received 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 5 
 
Subject: Report on Rates and Charges – 31 December 2007 
 
Author: Katie Hook – Rates Clerk 
 
File No: 180/09/00/00 
 
 
 
Report to be tabled at Meeting 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 6 
 
Subject: Report on Rates and Charges – 31 January 2008 
 
Author: Katie Hook – Rates Clerk 
 
File No: 180/09/00/00 
 
 
 
Report to be tabled at meeting 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 7 
 
Subject: Quarterly Management Review to 31 December 2007 
 
Author: Myrene Lovegrove - Accountant 
 
File No: 180/08/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report presents to Council the quarterly financial review for the period ending 31st 
December, 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
The quarterly review is a statutory requirement under the Local Government Financial 
Management Regulation 1999, Part 2 Clause 7 and is an essential aspect of Council’s 
financial management. 
 
At the Council extraordinary meeting held on 28th June 2007, Council adopted the 
2007/2008 – 20011/2012 Management Plan, which incorporated the annual budget for 
Council for 2007/2008. 
 
General Budgetary Position 
 
This review analyses the financial performance of the Council for the period ending 
31st December 2007, comparing actual expenditure and revenue against the budget. 
budgetary position for the period ending December 2007 is financially sound. The 
Revised Budget surplus was $4,070,166 and at the end of December 2007 the surplus 
based on actual’s was $2,338,637 
 
The results for the period are summarised as follows: 
 

Walgett Shire Council 
Operating Statement  

For the Period Ending 31st December 2007 
      
Income Budget 2008  Revised   Actual 2008 
    Budget 2008    
 $'000  $'000  $'000 
General Rates & Levies 6,347,746  6,347,746  6,332,766
User Charges & Fees 2,087,932  2,087,932  1,238,975
Investment Revenues 462,190  514,030  350,675
Other Revenue 188,460  188,460  182,272
Grants & Subsidies - Operating 7,396,713  7,534,711  3,192,675
Grants & Subsidies - Capital 8,400,000  2,800,000   
      
Total Revenue 24,883,041  19,472,879  11,297,363
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Expenditure      
Employee Costs 6,353,489  6,428,070  3,361,378
Materials & Contracts 4,281,015  4,304,856  2,474,438
Borrowing Costs 125,458  125,458  87,711
Depreciation       2,620,779      2,620,779       1,307,389  
Other Expenses       1,824,550       1,923,550       1,727,810  
                           -    
Total Expenditure 15,205,291  15,402,713  8,958,726
      
Net Operating Result For Year 9,677,750  4,070,166  2,338,637

 
 

Original Budget Revised Budget
Recommended 

Budget Changes 
February 2008

Actuals % of Revised 
Budget

Corporate Services
Income
River Towns 10,000                10,000                -                      0.00%
Corporate Services 2,000                  2,000                  -                      0.00%
Human Resources 9,500                  9,500                  30,409                320.09%
Tourism 17,000                17,000                13,231                77.83%
Agencies 55,000                55,000                21,648                39.36%
Economic Development 70,000                70,000                -                      0.00%
Finance 48,000                48,000                60,926                126.93%
Rates General 3,866,453           3,866,453           3,856,644           99.75%
Untied Grants 2,390,226           2,460,679           1,282,481           52.12%
Capital utilisation 407,465              459,305              350,675              76.35%
Revenue 10,920                10,920                15,560                142.49%

Total Income 6,886,564           7,008,857           5,631,574           80.35%

Expenditure
Members & Civic 526,286 526,286 250,158              47.53%
Executive 309,137              324,137              188,615              58.19%
River Towns 15,460                15,460                7,430                  48.06%
Corporate Services 624,733              624,733              262,353              41.99%
Human Resources 450,738              450,738              9,460                  193,974              43.03%
Tourism 331,556              393,397              315,223              80.13%
Executive Services 247,868              247,868              139,495              56.28%
Agencies 163,000              163,000              92,465                56.73%
Economic Development 206,553              165,134              3,354                  2.03%
Risk Management 350,725              402,725              373,229              92.68%
Finance 272,821              272,821              16,000                162,936              59.72%
Capital Utilisation 7,289                  7,289                  5,384                  73.86%
Information technology 339,428              339,428              1,000-                  142,162              41.88%
Creditors 48,863                48,863                25,706                52.61%
Revenue 283,551              283,551              222,903              78.61%
Payroll 53,238                53,238                31,608                59.37%
Indirect labour costs 143,974              

Operating Expenditure 4,231,246           4,318,668           24,460                2,560,969           59.30%
Internal  Expenditure
Admininstration Charges -Internal 2,512,401-           2,512,401-           1,256,201-           

Total Expenditure 1,718,845           6,124,935           24,460                1,304,769           21.30%

Operating Result 5,167,719           883,922            24,460-               4,326,806         
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Community Services
Income
Community Services 44,190                44,190                39,613                89.64%
Youth Services 41,085                41,085                82,052                199.71%
Vacation Care 16,320                16,320                12,949                79.34%
Family Day Care 106,852              106,852              26,735                25.02%
Library Services 44,500                44,500                628                     1.41%

Total Income 252,947              252,947              161,977              64.04%

Expenditure
Community Services 239,957              239,957              120,742              50.32%
Youth Services 125,980              125,980              48,864                38.79%
Vacation Care 16,854                51,854                21,053                40.60%
After School Care 69,495                97,495                50,639                51.94%
Family Day Care 115,952              115,952              44,386                38.28%
Library Services 225,980              225,980              49,301                21.82%

Operating Expenditure 794,218              857,218              334,985              39.08%
Internal  Expenditure
Admininstration Charges -Internal 89,302                89,302                44,651                

Total Expenditure 883,520              946,520              379,636              40.11%

Operating Result 630,573-              693,573-             217,659-             

Planning & Regulation
Income
Planning/Building 85,450                85,450                45,246                52.95%
Environmental Health 2,100                  2,100                  277                     13.19%
Animal Control/Regulatory 3,200                  3,200                  3,182                  99.44%

Operating Income 90,750                90,750                48,705                53.67%
Internal Income
Admin  Charge - Cemeteries 3,000                  3,000                  1,500                  50.00%
Admin  Charge - water/sewer regs 17,500                17,500                8,750                  50.00%
Admin Charge - w/s connect 2,500                  2,500                  1,250                  50.00%
Admin charge - GIS 12,500                12,500                6,250                  50.00%

Total Income 126,250              126,250              66,455                

Expenditure
Pesticide Pit Remediation 10,000                10,000                -                      0.00%
Environmental Health 4,700                  4,700                  933                     19.85%
Noxious Plants 75,000                75,000                75,411                100.55%
Animal Control/Regulatory 134,526              134,526              69,434                51.61%
Manager Planning & Regulation 692,630              692,630              305,133              44.05%

Operating Expenditure 916,856              916,856              450,911              
Internal  Expenditure
Admininstration Charges -Internal 110,150              110,150              55,075                

Total Expenditure 1,027,006           1,027,006           505,986              49.27%

Operating Result 900,756-              900,756-             439,531-             

Emergency Services
Income
Fire Services 61,157                61,157                -                      0.00%

Expenditure
Fire Services 142,618              174,618              64,764                37.09%
SES 65,400                65,400                7,921                  12.11%

Total Expenditure 208,018              240,018              72,685                30.28%

Operating Result 146,861-              178,861-             72,685-               
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Engineering Administration
Income
Manager Engineering 73,000                73,000                8,148                  11.16%
Public Halls 34,936                34,936                5,264                  15.07%
Plant Operations 55,960                55,960                24,131                43.12%
Council Properties 380,625              380,625              129,252              33.96%
Council Reserves 33,400                33,400                31,104                93.13%

Operating Income 577,921              577,921              197,899              34.24%
Internal Income
Infrastructure Services 3,321,630           3,321,630           1,660,815           50.00%
Plant hire charges - internal 1,889,161           1,889,161           1,438,883           76.17%

Total Income 5,788,712           5,788,712           3,297,597           56.97%
Expenditure
Manager Engineering 892,649              892,649              521,010              58.37%
Private Works 29,400                29,400                17,152                58.34%
Plant Running Expenses 1,047,000           1,047,000           791,908              75.64%
Properties Maintenance 401,804              416,804              6,000-                  297,147              71.29%
Motor Vehicles/Plant/Equipment 370,000              370,000              185,000              50.00%

Operating Expenditure 2,740,853           2,755,853           6,000-                  1,812,217           65.76%
Internal  Expenditure
Manager Engineering 2,312,949           2,312,949           1,156,475           50.00%
Engineering - Internal 761,292              761,292              380,646              50.00%
Admin charge - GIS 12,500                12,500                6,250                  50.00%
Admin  Charge - water/sewer regs 17,500                17,500                8,750                  50.00%
Admin Charge - w/s connect 2,500                  2,500                  1,250                  50.00%
Admin  Charge - Cemeteries 3,000                  3,000                  1,500                  50.00%

Total Expenditure 5,850,594           5,865,594           6,000-                  3,367,088           57.40%

Operating Result 61,882-               76,882-               6,000                69,491-               

 
Roads & Bridges
Revenue
Roads & Bridges 13,710,000         8,177,545           50,000                2,620,331           32.04%

Expenditure
Urban Roads 802,520              802,520              90,061                513,488              63.98%
Rural Roads 1,400,208           1,400,208           133,785              1,005,196           71.79%
Regional Roads 594,782              594,782              216,899              377,432              63.46%
Gravel Pit Restoration 50,000                50,000                -                      0.00%
State Highways 1,278,386           1,278,385           922,638              72.17%

Operating Expenditure 4,125,896           4,125,895           440,745              2,818,754           68.32%
Internal  Expenditure
Engineering - Internal 1,576,521           1,576,521           788,262              50.00%

Total Expenditure 5,702,417           5,702,416           440,745              3,607,016           63.25%

Operating Result 8,007,583           2,475,129         390,745-             986,685-             

 
Recreation & Community Assets
Revenue
Natural Disaster Mitigation program 330,000              330,000              -                      0.00%
Aerodromes 20,000                20,000                5,039                  25.20%
Cemeteries 21,000                21,000                15,471                73.67%

Total Income 371,000              371,000              20,510                

Expenditure
Recreation & Community Assets 1,489,954           1,489,954           15,000                878,899              58.99%
Depots Operations 239,617              239,617              176,868              73.81%

Operating Expenditure 1,729,571           1,729,571           15,000                1,055,767           61.04%
Internal  Expenditure
Engineering - Internal 525,173              525,173              262,587              

Total Expenditure 2,254,744           2,254,744           15,000                1,318,354           
Operating Result 1,883,744-           1,883,744-          15,000-               1,297,844-          
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Domestic Waste Management
Revenue
DWM 845,064              845,064              777,730              92.03%

Expenditure
DWM 713,600              713,600              346,897              48.61%
Internal  Expenditure
Engineering - Internal 131,090              131,090              65,545                50.00%

Total Expenditure 844,690              844,690              412,442              

Operating Result 374                    374                   365,288            

Water Supplies
Revenue
Walgett Water 760,000              760,000              553,169              72.79%
Lightning Ridge Water 466,763              466,763              467,111              100.07%
Collarenebri Water 225,843              225,843              176,443              78.13%
Rowena Water 5,504                  5,504                  5,504                  100.00%
Carinda Water 15,785                15,785                15,785                100.00%
Cumborah Water 311                     311                     311                     100.00%

Total Income 1,474,206           1,474,206           1,218,323           82.64%

Expenditure
Walgett Water 503,291              503,291              289,436              57.51%
Lightning Ridge Water 249,458              249,458              177,586              71.19%
Collarenebri Water 246,013              246,013              133,192              54.14%
Rowena Water 21,681                21,681                12,495                57.63%
Carinda Water 30,610                30,610                7,414                  24.22%
Village Water 16,000                16,000                3,396                  21.23%

Operating Expenditure 1,067,053           1,067,053           623,519              58.43%
Internal  Expenditure
Engineering - Internal 256,933              256,933              128,469              50.00%

Total Expenditure 1,323,986           1,323,986           751,988              56.80%
Operating Result 150,220              150,220            466,335            310.43%  

Sewerage Supplies
Revenue
Walgett Sewer 287,086              287,086              288,512              100.50%
Lightning Ridge Sewer 245,759              245,759              250,872              102.08%
Collarenebri Sewer 80,587                80,587                80,930                100.43%

Total Income 613,432              613,432              620,314              101.12%

Expenditure
Walgett Sewer 322,180              322,180              187,256              58.12%
Lightning Ridge Sewer 195,679              195,679              106,103              54.22%
Collarenebri Sewer 49,287                49,287                27,546                55.89%

Operating Expenditure 567,146              567,146              320,905              56.58%
Internal  Expenditure
Engineering - Internal 70,617                70,617                35,309                50.00%

Total Expenditure 637,763              637,763              356,214              55.85%

Operating Result 24,331-               24,331-               264,100            

 
Net Result
Total Operating Income 24,883,041         19,472,879         50,000                11,297,363         58.02%
Total Internal Income 3,357,130           3,357,130           -                      1,678,565           50.00%
Internal plant hire charges 1,889,161           1,889,161           1,438,883           76.17%

Total Income 30,129,332         24,719,170         50,000                14,414,811         58.31%
Total Operating Expenditure 15,205,295         15,402,717         474,205              8,958,726           58.16%
Plant hire expenses 1,889,161           1,889,161           1,438,883           76.17%
Total Internal Expenditure 3,357,126           3,357,126           -                      1,678,566           50.00%

Total Expenditure 20,451,582         20,649,003         474,205              12,076,175         58.48%

Net Result 9,677,750$         4,070,166$        424,205-$           2,338,637$        57.46%
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Material variances are summarised as follows 
 
Members & Civic 
 

• Operations are within budgetary constraints. 
 
Executive 
 

• To provide Walgett Shire Council’s new General Manager, Mr Raymond Kent 
with professional development opportunities a budget review and re-allocation of 
the budget from consultancy fees to professional development, memberships 
and conferences. 

 
Corporate Services 
 

• The position of Economic Development Officer has been re-advertised with 
interview to be conducted in February 2008. 

• All general rates have been levied for 2007/2008. The valuer general 
revaluations for the 2008/2009 rating year have been received.  

• The second instalment of the Federal Assistance Grant has been received.  
• Walgett Shire Council’s long term commitment to staff training needs to be 

maintained. As 30th June, 2007 there was $9460 in internally restricted funds for 
this purpose. 

• Interest received is above original budget and is an on going trend. 
• The first instalment of $106,510 has been paid to Lightning Ridge Pool. 
• The final instalment has been paid to Lightning Ridge Visitor Information Centre.  
• The town signage project has been completed. 
• The on going debt recovery has seen an increase in rates write off. These write 

offs will be applied against the Provision for Doubtful Debts.  
• To keep up to date with audit requirements, Department of local Government 

requirements and stage 2 of asset revaluations additional audit cost will be 
incurred. An additional $16,000 will be required to meet these needs. 

• Risk Management has incurred higher expenses with Public liability premiums 
rising by $13,950. This is an industry trend and not reflective of Council’s claims 
history.  

• Changing information technology needs and to reduce Walgett Shire Council’s 
risk profile requires a reallocation of resources within the information technology 
budget. $23,000 from contract payments budget may be reallocated to IT Capital 
acquisitions to enable the updating council’s UPS system, Ethernet switches and 
shared user drive. 

 
Community Services 
 

• Grants totalling $42,752 have been received from DOTARS for capital 
expenditure at the Walgett Youth Centre. 

• Vacation and after school care are continuing to be proving popular. 
• Walgett Shire Council has received a request from Walgett Aboriginal Medical 

Service Cooperative Limited (WAMS) to take over the provision of Vacation Care 
in Walgett. Subject to the concurrence of the Department of Community Services 
Council agreed at its December 2007 meeting to operate vacation care in 
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Walgett from July 2008. A report will be presented to Council at this meeting to 
amend operational date from July 2008 to April 2008. 

 
Planning and Regulations 
 

• Operating within budgetary constraints. The contribution to Castlereagh 
Macquarie County Council has been paid. 

• With the HACC Centre now complete, Council’s office will be relocating into this 
building. New furniture, computer and printer have been ordered 

 
Public Order and Safety 
 

• Operating within budgetary constraints. 
• Contribution to the RFS is expected to be made in January  
 

Engineering Administration 
 
• All Council rates have been levied on Council owned property. 
• All council owned property rates have been paid. 
• Additional private works has increased private works income and expenditure.  
• The rates and charges on Council owned properties have been levied in line 

within the authority system. An additional $15,000 has been levied. 
• A total of $20,000 will be reallocated from Assets Maintenance/ Saleyard 

expenses, an amount of $5,000 will be required for Utilities & Recreation – 
Saleyards. 

• $14,000 of internally restricted funds was identified at 30th June 2007 for 
expenditure on Council Chambers. 

 
Roads and Bridges 
 

• The $5,600,000 for the Strategic Regional Program had been brought to account 
as at 1 July 2007. This grant funding was received on 27th June, 2007. As an 
audit requirement it was brought to account in the 2006/07 financial statements. 
The $5,600,000 is available for expending over the next three years on RR329 
and RR333. 

• An additional $50,000 for MR 333 has been received and expended. 
• The following items were identified as restricted funds as at 30th June 2007 

o Expenditure  - Regional Roads   $166,899 
o Expenditure  - Shire Roads  - Sealed $12,104 
o Expenditure - Shire Roads  - Unsealed $121,681 
o Expenditure  - Urban Roads - Sealed $20,757 
o Expenditure - Urban Roads - Unsealed $69,304 

 
Recreation & Community Assets 
 

• The natural disaster mitigation grant budgeted at $330,000 has not been 
received.  

• $10,000 for expenditure – levee bank grounds was identified as internally 
restricted cash as at 30 June 2007. 

 
Domestic Waste Management 
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• The full amount of Domestic Waste charges has been raised. 
• Operations are within budgetary constraints. 

 
Water Services 

 
• The full amount of rates revenue has been raised this period. 
• Operations are within budgetary constraints. 
• The Lightning Ridge water river pump station upgrade and telemetry 

implementation projects are nearing completion. 
 
Sewer Services 

 
• The full amount of rates revenue has been raised this period. 
• Operations are within budgetary constraints. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Management Review 31st December 2007. 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 
Attached spreadsheet – December 2007 Budget review recommendations. 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Overall, the results of the monthly review indicate that the financial position of Council 
is satisfactory and continues to operate within budgetary constraints. 
 
Recommended changes to be made to Council’s budget are as attached 
 
The overall budgeted surplus will reduce from the current revised budget of $4,070,166 
to $3,645,961. 
 
Recommendations 
 
That Council note the Management Report for the period ending 31st December 
2007 and adopts the changes as attached:- 
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DATE REFERENCE NARRATION DEBIT + CREDIT -
30/12/2007 11 01010 1422 74 9,892.00

11 01010 1306 74 -9,892.00
11 01010 1426 74 opal and jewelery design 3,500.00
11 01010 1405 74 -3,500.00
11 03805 3875 74 3,450.00
11 03805 3475 74 -3,450.00
11 04964 6139 49 1,000.00
11 04964 6138 49 -1,000.00
11 03052 3977 98 saleyards 1,250.00
11 03402 3977 98 saleyards 1,250.00

WSC GENERAL LEDGER JOURNAL
2007/2008

ACCOUNT NUMBER

 

DATE NARRATION DEBIT + CREDIT -
30/12/2007 11 03052 3982 Expenditure -levee bank grounds 10,000.00

11 03402 3391 Expenditure-Council Chambers 14,000.00
11 03180 2617 Expenditure -regional roads-unsealed 166,899.00
11 03146 2490 Expenditure -urban roads -sealed 20,757.00
11 03146 2491 Expenditure -urban roads - unsealed 69,304.00
11 03148 2505 Expenditure -shire roads -sealed 12,104.00
11 03148 2506 Expenditure -shire roads -unsealed 121,681.00
11 03451 1215 HR -staff training 9,460.00

RESTRICTED FUNDS TRANSFER
2007/2008

TRANSFER TO ACC NUMBER
Amount Transferred from Restricted Funds:    $424205
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DATE NARRATION DEBIT + CREDIT -
30/12/2007 11 01029 1212 GM Professional development 5,000.00

11 01029 1214 GM Professional association membership 1,500.00
11 01029 1213 GM LG Conferences 4,500.00
11 01029 1501 Consultancy fees -11,000.00
11 03816 1513 Audit Services 16,000.00
11 03402 3977 Asset Maintenance -Saleyards -20,000.00
11 03052 3977 Utilities & Recreation -saleyards 5,000.00
11 03180 2630 MR333 Expense 50,000.00
11 0221 339 MR333 Income -50,000.00
11 03823 2336 IT- Capital purchase 23,000.00
11 03823 2333 Civica -24,000.00

BUDGET REVIEW DECEMBER 2007
2007/2008

TRANSFER TO ACC NUMBER
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 8 
 
Subject: Report on Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 145/11/07/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report summarises the extent to which performance targets set by Management 
Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 have been achieved during the quarter October 2007 – 
December 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
Under Section 407 of the Local Government Act 1993 the General Manager is required 
to report periodically on the implementation of the Management Plan. A report must be 
presented to Council within 2 months after the end of each quarter. This report is 
presented to Council to demonstrate achievements for the quarter October 2007 – 
December 2007. 
  
Relevant Reference Documents 
 

• Local Government Act 1993 
• Walgett Shire Council  Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 

 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
 
Financial Implications 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Report on the Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 for the period 
October 2007 – December 2007 be received. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 9 
 
Subject: Management Plan Timetable 
  
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 145/11/11/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report provides a summary of the timetable for the compilation and adoption of the 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
Section 402 of the Local Government Act 1993 states: 

402 Preparation of draft management plans 

During each year, a council must prepare a draft management plan with respect to:  
(a)  the council’s activities for at least the next 3 years, and 
(b)  the council’s revenue policy for the next year. 

 
The contents of the management plan are contained in sections 403 and section 404 
as is the period of public consultation of 28 days which is contained in section 405. 
 
The adoption of the management plan must take place by 30 June 2008 under Section 
406 of the Local Government Act 1993 which states: 
 

406 Adoption of management plan 

(1) Before the end of each year, a council must adopt a management plan for the 
following year after it has been prepared and exhibited in accordance with this 
Part and any other matters it considers relevant. 

(2) In deciding on the final plan to be adopted, a council must take into 
consideration any submissions that have been made concerning the draft 
management plan prepared and exhibited in accordance with this Part. 

 
The proposed timetable for the draft and compilation of the Walgett Shire Council 
Management Plan is as follows: 
 
Monday 18 February – Executive Team and Administrator Strategy Session – 

Walgett Shire Council Chambers 
Tuesday 19 February – Council review of 2007/08 Budget and Management Plan 
Monday 17 March –  Community Meeting on Budget, Lightning Ridge Bowling 

Club at 5.30 pm 
Tuesday 18 March –  Community Meeting on Budget, Collarenebri Bowling Club 

at 5.00 pm 
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Tuesday 18 March –  Community Meeting on Budget, Walgett – Walgett Council 
Chambers at 7.30 pm 

Wednesday 19 March –  Community Meeting on Budget, Burren Junction RSL Club 
at 5.30 pm 

Monday 14 April –  Tour of Inspection – Administrator and Executive Team 
Tuesday 6 May –  Presentation of draft Management Plan to Special Council 

meeting including fees and charges and  2008/09 Budget 
Thursday 8 May –  Publicly advertise Management Plan  
Monday 9 June –  Closing Date for public submissions for the Management 

Plan 
Tuesday 17 June –  Adoption of Budget and Management Plan 2008/2009 – 

2012-2013 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Nil financial implications directly related to this report. 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. That Council note the timetable for the compilation and adoption of 
Councils Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013. 

 
2. That Council resolve to hold a Special Council meeting on Tuesday 6 May 

2008. 
 

3. That the Special Council Meeting to be held on 6 May 2008 be advertised in 
accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 10 
 
Subject: Request for Waiving of Temporary Licence Fees and Bond for use of 

Collarenebri Town Hall – Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service 
 
Author: Myrene Lovegrove - Accountant 
 
File No: 125/01/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends that Council approve a donation to Walgett Aboriginal Medical 
Service Co-operative Ltd (WAMS) for an amount of $100 for the temporary licence fee 
and $15.00 for the use of the supper room to stage a fortnightly play session 
(playgroup) for children aged 0 – 5 in Collarenebri Town Hall. It also recommends that 
Council waive the $250 bond payable.  
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
WAMS have requested that Council considers waiving all fees and bonds associated 
with the use of Collarenebri Town Hall whilst Goonimoo Mobile Children’s Resource 
Unit is delivering regular play group sessions in Collarenebri. This mobile play group is 
looking at providing this educational activity at a set venue every fortnight and have 
identified the Collarenebri Town Hall as a suitable venue. 
 
It is important that this type of service targeted at children aged 0 -5 is made available 
to children in the area and it is recommended that Council considers contributing 
towards the cost of the service. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Letter from WAMS Dated 15 January 2008 (File 125/01/00/00 Letter 195) 
 
Stakeholders 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• WAMS 
• Collarenebri and district children 
 
Financial Implications 
 
$115.00 to be transferred from Manager Corporate Services - Contingency account to 
Members and Civic – Section 356 for the delivery of Goonimoo Mobile Children’s 
Resource Unit at Collarenebri Town Hall. The bond of $250.00 to be waived. 
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Recommendations 
 

1. That Council approve a donation of $115 to Walgett Aboriginal Medical 
Service Co-operative Ltd for the temporary licence fee and supper room 
charge for Collarenebri Town Hall for a twelve month period payable from 
Manager Corporate Services - Contingency account and reallocated to 
Members & Civic – Section 356 Donation. 

 
2. That Council resolve to waive the bond of $250 payable by Walgett 

Aboriginal Medical Service Co-operative Ltd for the use of Collarenebri 
Town Hall while staging Goonimoo Mobile Children’s Resource Unit. 

 
3. That Council consider an annual contribution towards Walgett Aboriginal 

Medical Service Co-operative Ltd licence fee, supper room charge and 
bond for the use of Collarenebri Town Hall whilst staging Goonimoo 
Mobile Children’s Resource Unit in its Management Plan 2008/2009 – 
2012/2013. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 11 
 
Subject:  Request for Donation – St Mary’ Parish Rowena 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 025/05/07/38 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report is presented to Council to consider a request for a donation towards the 
charges levied on assessment 31757(formerly assessment 3175) and assessment 
31740 (formerly assessment 3174).  
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
A request has been received from St Mary’s Parish, Walgett for Council to consider 
providing a donation towards outstanding charges on assessment 31757 and 
assessment 31740 (formerly 3175 and 3174 respectively). 
 
The assessments relate to the Catholic Church located in Rowena where it is used only 
once a month. Assessment 31757 relates to the land where the church is located and 
assessment 31740 relates to a vacant block owned by the parish. 
 
Two charges are currently levied on each assessment being $31.40 for DWM 
Availability and $344.00 Bore Water Charge – Rowena as per Management Plan 
2007/2008 – 2011/2012. Council contributed towards the rates and charges for 
assessment 31757 for 2007/2008 but outstanding arrears of $365.04 carried forward 
from 2006/2007 remain outstanding. An amount of $358.71 remains outstanding on 
assessment 31740 for 2007/2008. 
 
Historically Council has contributed by way of Section 356 Donation either part or full 
rates and charges donation to the various religious organisations throughout the shire. 
 
The application for Section 356 Donations closed on 31 July 2007 and whilst other 
religious bodies have been granted a section 356 donation, this local church was not 
identified. 
  
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Letter from St Mary’s Parish dated 10 January 2008 (File 025/05/07/38 letter 141). 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
St Mary’s Parish 
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Financial Implications 
 
That an amount of $725 be provided through a Section 356 Donation – Rates to be 
transferred from Manager Corporate Services – Contingency Account. 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. That Council resolve to transfer $725 from Manager Corporate Services 
Contingency Account to Members & Civic – Section 356 Expenditure – 
Rates Rebates. 

 
2. That Council resolve to grant a section 356 donation to St Mary’s Parish 

for outstanding rates and charges on assessments 31757 and 31740 
(formerly assessments 3175 and 3174 respectively). 

 
3. That Council resolve to consider granting a section 356 donation to St 

Mary’s Parish – Rowena during the compilation of the Management Plan 
2008/2009 – 2012/2013. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 12 
 
Subject: Request for participation in 2008 Bush Bursary/Country Women’s 

Association Scholarship Scheme 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 180/08/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report is presented to Council to consider an application from NSW Rural Doctors 
Network for Walgett Shire Council to participate in the 2008 Bush Bursary/Country 
Women’s Association Scholarship Scheme. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
NSW Rural Doctors Network has invited Walgett Shire Council to participate in the 
2008 Bush Bursary/Country Women’s Association Scholarship Scheme. This scheme 
is supported by rural shires in NSW, Country Women’s Association and the NSW Rural 
Doctors Network (RDN). Once a Shire agrees to participate, $3,000 is invoiced to 
Council which will be provided to a medical student who will, in return, agree to spend 
two weeks of “rural placement” in the Shire over the Christmas Break. This scheme 
commenced in 1996 with 161 students benefiting from the scheme. 
 
Walgett Shire Council has contributed towards a CWA Medical Scholarship since 2005 
and paid the annual $2,000 (GST excluded) contribution on 20 July 2007.  
 
Whilst it is expected that a placement co-ordinator will be provided by Council there will 
be a requirement for council to liaise with the relevant local medical services to ensure 
service support of the student during their visit to the shire. 
 
It is recommended that this request be considered during the compilation of the 
2008/2009 Management Plan. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Letter from RDN dated 21 January 2008. 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
NSW Rural Doctors Network 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 83 

 
Financial Implications 
 
That an amount of $3,000 be provided for 2008 Bush Bursary/CWA Scholarship 
Scheme in the Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013. 
 
Recommendations 
 
That Council resolve to provide $3,000 (GST excluded) towards the 2008 Bush 
Bursary/CWA Scholarship Scheme in the Management Plan 2008/2009 – 
2012/2013. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 13 
 
Subject: Request for Donation – Lightning Ridge Women’s Golf Club 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 180/08/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report is presented to Council to consider a request for a donation towards The 
Rose Bowl Women’s Golf Tournament. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
A request has been received from Lightning Ridge Women’s Golf Club for a donation 
towards The Rose Bowl Women’s Golf Tournament which is held in each western 
division club every six (6) years. Lightning Ridge is hosting the tournament in July 
2008.  
 
Applications for Section 356 Donations have historically closed in July each year and 
presented to Council for consideration in August. As the tournament is due to be held 
prior to the Council meeting it is recommended that Council consider this application to 
be paid from the Section 356 Donation for 2008/2009 at the present Council meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Letter from Lightning Ridge Women’s Golf Club dated 14 January 2008 (File Number 
180/08/00/00 Letter Number 296). 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Lightning Ridge Women’s Golf Club 
 
Financial Implications 
 
That an amount of $250 be provided for The Rose Bowl Women’s Golf Tournament to 
be paid from Members & Civic – Section 356 Donation - Budget 2008/2009. 
 
Recommendations 
 
That Council resolve to pay $250 (GST exclusive) from Members & Civic - Section 
356 Donation to Lightning Ridge Women’s Golf Day towards The Rose Bowl from 
the Budget for 2008/2009. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 14 
 
Subject: Request for Waiving of Temporary Licence Fees 
 
Author: Myrene Lovegrove - Accountant 
 
File No: 180/08/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends Council approve a donation to Police and Community Youth 
Clubs (PCYC) for an amount of $100 for the temporary licence fee to utilise Number 1 
Oval in Walgett for a twelve month period. It also recommends that Council waive the 
bond payable of $250.00  
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
Walgett Shire Council has become a key partner with the Police & Community Youth 
Clubs (PCYC) to provide activities for the youth of Walgett Shire Council. The PCYC 
program has proved to be very successful since its inception in July 2006 by engaging 
youth in a number of different programs ranging from sporting activities to various 
lifestyle programs. 
 
Council has committed to an annual contribution of $40,000 in Walgett Shire Council 
Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 adopted 28 June 2007 and has shown long 
term commitment through the provision an ongoing contribution of $40,000 including a 
CPI adjustment until 2011/2012. 
 
Over the next twelve months various activities have been planned utilising No 1 Oval in 
Walgett. As per Fees and Charges within Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 
and temporary licence fee Council charges a $250 bond and $100 temporary licence 
fee for users of this oval. 
 
As the PCYC is operated in partnership with Council it is recommended that Council 
consider contributing $100 from Manager Corporate Services – Contingency Account 
towards the temporary licence fee and that the bond of $250 be waived. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Letter from PCYC  Dated 21 January 2008 (File 130/04/04/00 Letter 356) 
 
Stakeholders 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• PCYC 
• Walgett Shire Council Youth 
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Financial Implications 
 
$100.00 to be transferred from Manager Corporate Services - Contingency account to 
Members and Civic - Section 356 Donation to enable Council to provide a donation to 
PCYC for the temporary licence fee for the use of Number 1 Oval in Walgett. 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. That Council approve a donation of $100 for the temporary licence fee for 
Number 1 Oval for a twelve month period payable from Manager Corporate 
Services - Contingency account and reallocated to Members & Civic – 
Section 356 Donation. 

 
2. That Council resolve to waive the bond of $250 payable by PCYC for the 

use of Number 1 Oval. 
 

3. That Council consider an annual contribution towards PCYC licence fee 
and bond for the use of Number 1 Oval in its Management Plan 2008/2009 – 
2012/2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 91 

 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 92 

MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 15 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and 

Reconciliation Plan 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 100/33/01/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report is presented to Council for the endorsement of an extension on the public 
display period for the draft Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development 
and Reconciliation Plan which closed on 11 January 2008 and for Council to approve 
that the plan and submissions be considered at the April 2008 Council meeting. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
It was resolved at the Council meeting held on 20 November 2007: 
 

362/07 – Aboriginal Community Development and Reconcilliation Plan 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that: 
 
1. Council receive and note the draft copy of the Aboriginal Community 

Development and Reconciliation Plan. 
 
2.  The Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and 

Reconciliation Plan be placed on public display for a period no less 
than 28 days ending 4.30pm on 11 January 2008. 

 
3. The plan and any submission be considered at the 2008 February 

Council Meeting. 
 
Carried 

 
A number of submissions were received from various agencies throughout the shire as 
late as 21 January 2008 due mainly to the Christmas break falling in the submission 
period. Submissions were received from Walgett Aboriginal Medical Centre, Dharriwaa 
Elders Group and NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs. It is imperative that all 
submissions are considered. 
 
All submissions have been collectively considered but the final plan is still not finalised 
at the date of writing this report. It is therefore recommended that the date for the 
presentation of the report be changed to April 2008 Council Meeting. 
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Relevant Reference Documents 
 

• Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation 
Plan 

• Submission from Walgett Aboriginal Medical Centre received 10 January 2008 
• Submission from Dharriwaa Elders Group received 15 January 2008 
• Submission from NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs received 21 January 

2008 
• Council minute 362/07 – November 2007 Council meeting 

 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Aboriginal Medical Centre 
Dharriwaa Elders Group 
NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council resolve to amend Council resolution 362/07 Aboriginal Community 
Development and Reconciliation Plan as follows: 
 

1. Council receive and note the draft copy of the Aboriginal Community 
Development and Reconciliation Plan. 

 
2. The Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and 

Reconciliation Plan be placed on public display for a period no less than 
28 days ending 4.30pm on 22 January 2008. 

 
3. The plan and any submission be considered at the 2008 April Council 

Meeting. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 16 
 
Subject: Walgett Historical Society Inc – Option to Renew Lease 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 145/09/03/00 & 021/08/02/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report is presented to Council to consider amending resolution 206/07 and to 
approve the renewal of the lease between Walgett Shire Council and Walgett Historical 
Society to occupy the Walgett Old Council Chambers and the Masonic Lodge. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
Council received a letter from Walgett Historical Society on 15 March 2005 exercising 
their option to renew the lease between Walgett Shire Council and Walgett Historical 
Society to occupy the Walgett Old Council Chambers (Lot 45, DP253643). They have 
also made a second request to lease the Masonic Lodge (Lot 372 DP 828037). Council 
made the following resolution on 17 July 2007: 
 
206/07 – Walgett Historical Society – Lease of Premises 
 
RESOLUTION: - 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council 
 
1. That Council prepare a new lease, each for a ten year period, for the  Walgett 
District Historical Society Incorporated to occupy the Walgett Old  Council Chambers and the 
Walgett Masonic Lodge. 
 
2. That the lease fee for each property be set at $100.00 (plus GST) per annum 
 payable in advance. 
 
3. That the General Manager and Administrator be authorised to affix the  Common 
Seal of Council and sign each lease when they are acceptable to  both parties. 
 
Carried 
 
Further legal advice has been sought from Booth, Brown, Samuels and Olney where 
Council has been advised that they are obliged to grant the society the option to renew 
the lease for the Old Council Chambers for a further period from 2005 to 2010, as 
stated in the original lease with the Society. Note that Walgett Historical Society also 
has the second option to renew from 2010 to 2015. 
 
As previously reported to Council Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated have 
confirmed that they have sublet a portion of the building to a third party. Item 18 of the 
old lease gave the lessee provision to sublet part of the property to “Walgett Special 1 
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Cooperative”. The current third party subletting part of the building is not Walgett 
Special 1 Cooperative but is a masseur. 
 
Council has also been approached by Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated to 
lease the Walgett Masonic Lodge, this being Lot 372 DP 828037.Currently Walgett 
District Historical Society Incorporated has access to the Masonic Lodge which they 
utilise to store memorabilia.  
 
Council has the option to negotiate the annual rent from the current $10 per annum to 
$100 per annum as per resolution. It is recommended that Council consider 
maintaining the lease fee of $10 per annum in order to ensure that the lease is 
prepared immediately. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Letter from Walgett Historical Society dated 15 March 2005 
Email from Booth Brown Samuels and Olney dated 5 February 2008 
Council Resolution 206/07 – Walgett Historical Society – Lease of Premises 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Historical Society 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Annual rent payable of $10 per annum. 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. That Council resolve to amend resolution 206/07 as below: 
 
206/07 – Walgett Historical Society – Lease of Premises 
 
RESOLUTION: - 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council 
 
1. That Council resolve to prepare a lease, each for a five year period from 2005 until 

2010, for the Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated to occupy the Walgett Old 
Council Chambers and the Walgett Masonic Lodge. 

 
2. That the lease fee for each property be set at $10.00 (plus GST) per annum 
 payable in advance. 
 
3. That the General Manager and Administrator be authorised to affix the  Common 
Seal of Council and sign each lease when they are acceptable to  both parties. 
 
Carried 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 17 
 
Subject: Auction Sale of Land for Overdue Rates 
 
Author: Renee Reynolds-Customer Service Officer-Finance 
 
File No: 025/05/01/77 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report details the properties eligible for sale of land for overdue rates and seeks 
Council’s authorisation to submit the land for auction sale for overdue rates in 
accordance with Section 713 of the Local Government Act, 1993.  
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 Under Chapter 17 Part 2 Division 5 Section 713 of the Local Government Act, 1993, 

 
 
 

 
713 Sale of land for unpaid rates and charges 

(1) For the purposes of this Division, a rate or charge is overdue if:  
(a) in the case of vacant land, it has remained unpaid for more than one year, 
or 
(b) in the case of any other land, it has remained unpaid for more than 5 
years, 

from the date on which it became payable. 
(2) A council may, in accordance with this Division:  

(a) sell any land (including vacant land) on which any rate or charge has 
remained unpaid for more than 5 years from the date on which it became 
payable, and 
(b) sell any vacant land on which any rate or charge has remained unpaid 
for more than one year but not more than 5 years from the date on which it 
became payable, but only if:  

 (ii) the total amount of unpaid rates or charges on the land exceeds 
the valuation, and 
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The General Manager’s Certificates have now been prepared containing the relevant 
information and Council’s authorisation is now sought to proceed with the sale of the 
properties listed. 
 
All attempts to recover the overdue rates and charges, for the properties listed, have 
proved unsuccessful and this is the only remaining option to Council to recover the 
outstanding rates and charges. 
 
Whilst it is recommended to submit the listed properties for auction, should the rates 
and charges be paid out, or satisfactory arrangements made, the properties can be 
withdrawn from the proposed sale at anytime prior to the date of the auction.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 

• See following table. 
• Walgett Shire Councils Debt Recovery Policy.  

 
Stakeholders 
 

• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Council ratepayers 

 
Financial Implications 
 
Sale of land for overdue rates effectively reduces the amount of rates and charges 
outstanding to council, with any remaining balance of sale proceeds being returned to 
the owner. 
 

 (3) The council must not sell any such land unless the general manager or the public 
officer certifies in writing:  

(a) what rates and charges (including overdue rates and charges) are 
payable on the land, and 
(b) when each of those rates and charges was made and how it was levied, 
and 
(c) when each of those rates and charges became payable, and 
(d) what amounts are payable by way of overdue rates and charges on the 
land, and 
(e) what amounts are payable by way of rates and charges (other than 
overdue rates and charges) on the land. 
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Recommendations 
 

• The land detailed in the following document, with the exception of 
Assessment 8961 (John Dimopolous, Playground, Colin Street Carinda) be 
submitted for sale at public auction on Saturday 7th June 2008 at 10.00am 
in the Council Chambers, 77 Fox street Walgett 2832. 

 
• The proposed sale be published in the Government gazette and in a local 

newspaper. 
 
• Each person ascertained as having an interest in the land be notified of the 

Councils intention to sell the land under Section 713 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993. 

 
• The auction sale be conducted by a licensed auctioneer and should the 

lots be unsold at the auction that they be listed for sale by private treaty. 
 

 
• The reserve price for the lots be set at the valuation determined by a 

Registered Valuer. 
 
• Council authorises the execution of contracts and transfer documents 

under its Common Seal. 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 100 

 
 

 WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL 
 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 (SECTION 713) 
 SALE OF LAND FOR UNPAID RATES 

     
Ass No Name of Owner/s Description of Land Arrears Owing Current Land  

 or persons having an  as of 31/1/2008 Value 
 interest in the land    
     

8029 Robyn I Key Balaclava st Burren Junction  $          3,484.70 $1,500.00 
 VACANT 5/4/758199   
     

4978 Darryl Merton Hook Neilly Street Walgett  $        15,399.47  
 HOUSE 2/839372  $850.00 
     
 Estate of Merrywinebone   

22020 Thomas Brummell   $            317.34  $200.00 
 VACANT Prt 21/752239   
     

9134 Paul John Lunn Oliver Street Carinda  $          9,404.56 $400.00 
 VACANT 5/13/758227   
     
 Walgett Game Meats 95 Dewhurst Street Walgett   

1263 Processing Works Pty. 4//236733  $          7,128.38 $1,060.00 
 VACANT    
     
  Warren Street Carinda  $400.00 

9308 David Wayne Smith 2/2/758227  $        10,126.31  
 VACANT    
     
  Colin Street Carinda  $300.00 

8961 John Dimopolous 1//309612  $          6,015.55  
 PLAYGROUND    
     
  Neilly st Walgett  $850.00 

7500 M J White 32//534846  $          7,453.15  
 VACANT 
 

     
11973 D W Smith Colless st Come-By-Chance  $            131.52  $200.00 

 VACANT 2//226811   
     
  

53520 Bruin and Houlton Narran Street Collarenebri 
 VACANT 34 and 35/238593 $        11,248.04 $1,000.00 
  

 
 $        70,709.02 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 18 
 
Subject: Domestic Waste Management Service Over-Charge on Assessment 

19968 (formally Assessment 1996) 
 
Author: Katie Hook – Rates Clerk 
 
File No: 180/09/05/00 
 
 
 
Report to be tabled at meeting 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 19 
 
Subject: Refund of Rates Levied on Assessment 1271 (formerly Assessment 127) 
 
Author: Katie Hook – Rates Clerk 
 
File No: 180/09/05/00 
 
 
Report to be tabled at meeting 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 20 
 
Subject: Vacation Care 
  
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 130/02/01/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends that Council amend resolution 409/07 Vacation Care – 
Walgett to enable Council to take over the operation of vacation care in Walgett from 
April 2008.  
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
A report relating to vacation care in Walgett was presented to Council on 11 December 
2007 where the following was resolved: 

 
409/07 – Vacation Care - Walgett 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that subject to the 
concurrence of the Department of Community Services that Council agree 
to operate vacation care in Walgett from July 2008. 
 
Carried. 

 

A letter was sent to Walgett Aboriginal Medical to advice of Council’s decision. Further 
correspondence was received from WAMS (a copy of the letter attached) advising that 
they need the activity to be conducted during December/January school holidays. Due 
to the timing of the letter and the requirement from Council to receive concurrence from 
the Department of Community Services the vacation care has not been operated at the 
date of writing this report. 

WAMS are unable to continue operations of the program so it is advisable that Walgett 
Shire begins to plan for the operation of Vacation Care due to be held during the next 
school holidays in April 2008. A letter was sent to Department of Community Services 
on 11 January 2008 seeking approval for this proposed change including the alteration 
to the current funding arrangements. 

Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Letter received from Walgett Aboriginal Medical Centre dated 17 December 2007 
Letter sent to Department of Community Services dated 11 January 2008 
Council Minute 409/07 
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Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service Co-operative Ltd 
Department of Community Services 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Nil financial implications directly related to this report. It is expected that the funding 
received from Department of Community Services will cover the costs to operate 
Vacation Care in Walgett. 
 
Recommendations 
 
That Council resolve to amend resolution 409/07 as follows: 
 
Subject to the concurrence of the Department of Community Services that 
Council agree to operate vacation care in Walgett from April 2008. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 21 
 
Subject: Variation of Funding Agreement – Walgett Youth Centre and Amenities 

Block 
 
Author: Gai Richardson – Community Liaison Officer 
 
File No: 195/04/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report seeks Council’s approval for the affixing of the Council Seal for the variation 
to the Walgett Youth Centre Upgrade Regional Partnership project.  
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
Council received funding from the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government (DOTARS) to repair and renovate the Walgett 
Youth Centre and build an amenities block adjacent to the Walgett Sporting Club.  The 
Walgett Youth Centre work was completed within the timeframe specified in the 
Funding Agreement.  However, due to the planned upgrading of the Walgett levee bank 
and the difficulties to the sewer connection, the original site has been relocated to a 
new site within the perimeter of the Walgett Sporting Club. A request has been made to 
DOTARS for an extension of the timeframe, by 6 months, to allow necessary 
documentation to be completed with the Department of Lands for the relocation of the 
site, and for the completion of the amenities block by Council. 
 
The Deed to vary a funding agreement must be signed under seal, and executed by 
Walgett Shire Council to enable the funding agreement to be varied under the Regional 
Partnerships programme. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
• Letter from DOTARS dated 11th January, 2008. 
•  Funding Agreement between Walgett Shire Council and DOTARS 
• Terms and Conditions for the DOTARS  
 
Stakeholders 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Sporting Club 
• Walgett Community 
• Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 

Government. 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Council approve the execution under seal of the Deed to vary a funding 
agreement under the Regional Partnerships program to build an amenities block 
at the Walgett Sporting Club. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 22 
 
Subject: Outcomes Achieved for Local Ethnic Affairs Priorities Statement and 

Action Plan 
 
Author: Gai Richardson – Community Liaison Officer 
 
File No: 145/11/11/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report is presented to Council to provide the results following a review of the Local 
Ethnic Affairs Priorities Statement (LEAPS) and Action Plan 2006 – 2009 as adopted 
by Council on 22 June 2006. 
 
Comments 
 
Walgett Shire Council Local Ethnic Affairs Priorities Statement and Action Plan 2006-
2009 (LEAPS) was adopted by Council on 22 June 2006 within Management Plan 
2006 – 2007. Council recognises that people from culturally diverse backgrounds may 
face many issues in relation to access to services and participating in the wider 
community and the LEAPS identifies the way in which Council can assist people from 
culturally diverse communities to access Council services and facilities. This Action 
Plan has been reviewed with the outcomes achieved noted within the attached plan 
which has been updated. 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Community 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council adopt the reviewed Walgett Shire Council Local Ethnic Affairs 
Priorities Statement and Action Plan 2006 – 2009 as attached. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 23 
 
Subject: Reviewed recommendations from the Walgett Shire Council Social Plan 

2007-2010 
 
Author: Gai Richardson - Community Liaison Officer  
 
File No: 145/11/11/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report seeks Council’s adoption of the reviewed recommendations of the Walgett 
Shire Council Social Plan 2007-2010. 
 
Comments 
 
The recommendations if adopted, will provide guidance to Council activities and 
decision making in the areas of Children; young people; women; older people; people 
with disabilities; aboriginal people; people from culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds and transport and access.  
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Community 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Walgett Shire Council Social Plan 2007-2010 
 
Recommendations 
 
That Council adopt  reviewed recommendations 3.1.1 to 10.1.3 of the Walgett 
Shire Council Social Plan 2007-2010 as attached. 
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REVIEWED RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL 
SOCIAL PLAN 2007-2010 

 
3: CHILDREN 
 
3.1.1 Council continue to ensure that children residing in and visiting the Shire have access to 

a range of quality care, educational and social facilities and services. 
 

• Ongoing. 
 
3.1.2 Council support the Family Day Care Service to establish in-home care services. 

Council continue to seek family day carers, and ensure that information regarding the 
new carer’s grant for assistance in the up costs for family day care is promoted and 
made available for prospective carers. 

 
• Ongoing. 

 
3.1.3 Council prepare a cost analysis and undertake a feasibility study for establishing a 

centre based child care service at the Family Day Care cottage located in Pitt Street, 
Walgett.  

  
• The Council Administrator, Mr. Vic Smith, made a request to the Minister for 

Community Services, to allow the Family Day Care Cottage to be used as a 
Family Day Care venue for carers.  This request was denied. 

 
3.1.4 That Council investigate the opportunities for work based placements at the Long Day 

Care Centre to assist in attracting and retaining skilled staff. 
 

• At this stage there appears to be no identified need for this. 
  
3.1.5 Council pursue opportunities for available grants and subsidies to improve facilities and 

further activities at our youth centres. 
 

• Applications for funding by the Youth Development Officer to provide activities at 
the Youth centres have been successful.  Further applications for funding by the 
Youth Development Officer are ongoing. 

 
3.1.6 Council continue to maintain and provide facilities, including playground  equipment 

that meet Australian Standards for all the community. 
 

• Council has an allocated budget of $80,000 p.a. for the next 5 years to replace 
playground equipment and facilities in the major parks in the towns and villages 
in the Shire. 

 
• Lightning Ridge and Walgett Libraries both have identified children’s areas 

which are accessed for story time and visits by vacation care, pre-schools and 
play groups.   
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4. YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
4.1.1 Council continue to support services for young people aged 14-24 years 
 

• If requested, Council Youth Workers support services at organised activities for 
young people aged 14-24 years.   

 
4.1.2 Council support programs initiated by Government agencies that address  alcohol and 

substance abuse by young people 
 

• Programs that Council support include the Community Drug Action Team 
(CDAT), Police, Citizens, Youth Club (PCYC) and Youth off the Streets (YOTS), 
Reconnect. 

 
4.1.3 Council support the establishment of ‘drop in’ centres with in the Shire for young people 

where that can available themselves of information,  encouragement and support. 
  

• Council is not aware of any requests for support or any proposed developments 
of drop in centres for young people at the moment. 

 
4.1.4 Council, with support of the Department of Education staff, encourage students to 

participate in School to Work programs 
 

• A School to Work Program has commenced with indoor and outdoor Council 
staff acting as mentors for the students involved. 

 
4.1.5 Council promote and implement the ‘School to Work’ program to all businesses in the 

Shire, through its Economic Development Officer, Aboriginal Liaison Officer, and the 
Community Liaison Officer. 

 
• The ‘School to Work Program’ will re-commence in mid March, 2008. 

 PCYC management have agreed to accept a student in the ‘School to Work’ 
program  

 
5. WOMEN 
 
5.1.1 Council support initiatives by the Health Services to recruit family and domestic violence 

Counsellors 
 

• Ongoing recruitment occurs by Walgett and Lightning Ridge Health Services, 
Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service, Walanba Yuna Vhanoo (Women’s Legal 
Services) to recruit family and domestic violence Counsellors. Council supports 
theses initiatives as the Community Liaison Officer attends meetings with the 
Interagency Domestic Violence Committee, Namoi House and Barwon Cottage 
Committee and other relevant meetings. 

 
5.1.2 Council continue to support proposals to increase the availability of accessible and 

affordable child care throughout the Shire 
 

• Council is not aware of any requests for support for the above recommendation. 
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6. OLDER PEOPLE 
 
6.1.1 Council support initiatives to meet the demand for facilities and services in aged care 

including housing, personal care, transport and recreational needs. 
  
6.1.2 Council support proposals to increase service provision of programmes aimed at the 

“well” aged to assist them to remain at home in order that they can continue to self care. 
 
6.1.3 Council support funding submissions by organisations and agencies for Independent 

Living Unit Accommodation. 
  
6.1.4 Council support proposals for increased mental and general health care  agencies for 

ageing people through the State and Commonwealth Government for residents of the 
Shire. 

 
• Council is not aware of any requests for support for the above 

recommendations. 
 
7. PEOPLE WITH DISABILTIES 
 
7.1.1 Council support agencies seeking funding possibilities that will enable the 
 opportunity to increase health related transport across the Shire. 
 
7.1.2 Council support organisations and agencies to increase allied health, mental health and 

therapy service provision across the Shire. 
 
7.1.5 Council support and give encouragement to people with disabilities so that they are 

aware of available training opportunities. 
 

• Council is not aware of any requests for support for the above 
recommendations. 

 
7.1.3 Council develop a Disability Action Plan, through a process of consultation with people 

with disabilities, service providers and the community to enable compliance with 
planning needs.  

 
• To assist with the development of a Disability Action Plan as per 7.1.3, the 

Community Liaison Officer has contacted  the Gilgandra Shire Council and 
Gosford City Council, who have agreed to forward copies of their Disability 
Action Plans. On contacting the Coonamble Shire, the Community Liaison 
Officer was advised Coonamble Shire Council do not have a Disability Action 
Plan, that as local relevant service providers and the Department of Disability, 
Ageing and Home Care have their own resources and action plans, Coonamble 
Shire Council has agreed to work with them for a more cohesive co-ordination of 
service provision. 

 
7.1.4 Council provide disabled access to all Council owned buildings.   
  

• After consultation with the Walgett Shire Councils Department of Health and 
Building Department staff,  the Community Liaison officer was advised that there 
is no requirement under the Act to provide disabled access in existing buildings. 
However, it is desirable where practical.  At this stage Council’s main agencies 
have disabled access.  These are the Council Chambers, the Walgett Library 
and Visitor Information Centre and the Collarenebri Agency. 
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8. ABORIGINAL PEOPLE. 
 
8.4.1 Council continue to support and encourage employment opportunities for Aboriginal 

people. 
 

• This is occurring as Council is currently providing up to eight positions, which are 
not normally part of Council’s outdoor staff employment structure, for Aboriginal 
people, by working with BEST Employment and the Community Development 
Employment Program.   

 
• Council will continue to School to Work Program this year with Aboriginal 

students who attend the High School in the Shire. 
 
8.4.2 Council continues is efforts to encourage better understanding of cultural  awareness 

and sharing of differences and communication with the community. 
 

• Council has employed an Aboriginal Liaison Officer who regularly liaises and 
communicates with members in the Aboriginal community throughout the Shire 
on Council’s behalf. 

 
• Council has developed an Aboriginal Community Development and 

Reconciliation Plan which at this stage is still in draft form. 
 

• Council staff attend the Community Working Party and Interagency meetings. 
 
8.4.3 Council support programs initiated by Governments and Aboriginal Organisations to 

improve accommodation for Aboriginal people. 
 

• Council is not aware of any such programs initiated or requests made for 
support at this stage. 

 
8.4.4 Council support programs that allow educational opportunities within the Shire to 

enhance cultural and diversity. 
 

• Council is not aware of any requests for support for the above. 
 
9. PEOPLE FROM CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE 
 BACKGROUNDS. 
 
9.4.1 Due to the ageing of culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds(CALD) residents, 

Walgett Shire Council support service providers seeking to secure additional hostel and 
nursing home beds, especially for people with dementia. 

 
• Council is not aware of any requests for the above 

 
9.4.2 Walgett Shire Council continually review the Local Ethnic Affairs Priority Statement 

(LEAPS) with the view to the ongoing education of staff when dealing with people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds . 

 
• Council has reviewed LEAPS. 

 
9.4.3 Walgett Shire Council continue staff training sessions for better understanding and 

compliance with EAPS guidelines. 
 
 and  
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9.4.4 Walgett Shire Council ensure people from diverse cultural backgrounds have 
 equitable access to services. 
 

• Council has offered staff training sessions for all staff which included the use of 
the Translator Interpreter Service (TIS).   

• Council has placed ‘Welcome’ language signs and the TIS Language Card in all 
Council agencies for access for staff to assist  people with poor English skills. 

 
10. ACCESS AND TRANSPORT 
 
10.1.1 Council support proposals to provide and improve transport services between towns 

and outlying villages. 
 
10.1.4 Council provide in kind and support to services providers who are  endeavouring to 

seek funding to improve transport and access to residents within the Shire. 
 
• Council is not aware of any requests for the above. 
 
10.1.2 Council to continue to audit the condition of footpaths in the central business districts of 

towns and prioritise areas in greatest need of replacement and up  grading to allow ease 
of access for residents. 

 
• Yearly audits are ongoing and replacement and upgrading occur according to 

budgetary constraints. 
 
10.1.3 Council, through its Engineering department lobby for additional funding to upgrade 

footways throughout the major towns and outlying villages within the Shire. 
 

• Council is working with BEST Employment and CDEP to provide Work for the 
Dole Projects which have upgraded footpaths in Walgett and Collarenebri.  
These programs will continue pending the availability of funding for the projects. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 24 
 
Subject: Lehman Brothers Australia Ltd Investment Update (formerly Grange 

Securities Investment) 
 
Author: Emma Darcy –Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 180/02/01/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report is presented to council to provide an update on the status of investments 
currently held with Lehman Brothers Australia Limited (formerly Grange Securities 
Investment). 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
It was resolved at the Council meeting held on 21 November 2006: 
 

313/06 – Investment Options – Grange Securities 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that:  
 
1. That Council invest $2,000,000 with Grange Securities for a period of no 
more than twelve (12) months and review this investment at the end of the 
investment period. 
 
2. That Council provide Grange Securities a copy of its Investment Policy.  
 
Carried. 

 
Council’s investment of $2 million was managed by Grange (now Lehman Brothers 
Australia Ltd) in a managed portfolio. This portfolio was established to cater for Walgett 
Shire Council’s investment policy, Section 625 of the Local Government Act (1993), 
The Ministerial Investment Order, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulations 2005 and the third party investment requirements of DLG Circular 06-07.  
 
The global financial markets underwent upheaval both in Australia and overseas in 
June - July 2007. The situation in the US sub prime mortgage market and the related 
lack of liquidity in the global fixed income/credit markets affected all global markets. 
The volatility in the market was largely due to softer performance in equity markets, 
loss announcements by some banks and negative news coming from the homebuilding 
and mortgage sectors. 
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It was then resolved by Council on 11 December 2007: 
 

431/07 – Grange Securities Investment Update December 2007 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator: 
 
4. That Council rescind the resolution from the Closed Council meeting 20 
November 2007 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council withdraw all 
its investments with Grange Securities Limited immediately. 
 
Carried 
 
5. That Council endorse the disposal of Adelaide Bank FRN and Elders 
Rural Bank Sub Dept, securities managed by Grange Securities for 
$469,920 and $467,300 respectively. 
 
6. That Council continue to closely monitor the performance of securities 
managed by Grange Securities Limited. 
 
Carried. 

 
The proceeds from the above disposal have been re invested into fixed term deposits 
with interest rates between 7.19% and 7.43% It is expected that the loss in principle  of 
$62,780 will be recouped in less than 12 months.   
 
The volatility in global markets was further heightened in January 2008 when Australian 
and US government bond yields fell further. This was driven mainly by “safe house” 
buying as global share markets suffered bouts of heavy selling as concern that the US 
economy was sliding into recession. This is evident in the attached spreadsheet. Any 
losses will only be realised if the individual securities are actually sold. 
 
Walgett Shire Council is still however, receiving coupons for investments with 
$20,784.66 received in December 2007 in unfranked income with interest calculated at 
between 8.1467% and 8.8467%. Council has been attempting to gain independent 
advice in regards to these investments. This is proving difficult and is also an issue 
experienced by other local governments who have invested in similar investments with 
Lehman Brothers and other similar products.  
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Grange Securities Credit Market Update 1/12/07 
Lehman Brothers Australia Ltd Credit Market Update 31/12/07 
Lehman Brothers Australia Ltd Credit Market Update 31/1/08 
Walgett Shire Council Investment Policy 
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Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Grange Securities 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Interest income of $20,784.66 received in December 2007. 
 
Recommendations 
 
That Council receive and note the report on Lehman Brothers Australia Ltd 
Investment Update (formerly Grange Securities Investment) 
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Walgett Shire Council 
Lehman Brothers Investments Portfolio 

Market Value of Investments 
          
          

Security Description  Dec coupons  Jan-08 Dec-07 Nov-07 Oct-07 Sep-07 Aug-07 Jul-07 Purchase value 
          
Magnolia           1,040.48          37,006.00          40,132.50          42,312.00          44,469.00          43,114.50          42,780.50          36,944.50          50,000.00  
Helium          4,074.66        127,614.00        156,166.00        160,020.00        170,936.00        180,568.00        181,432.00        174,102.00        200,000.00  
Zircon         10,155.48        276,495.00        346,495.00        364,225.00        385,425.00        411,965.00        416,310.00        384,330.00        500,000.00  
MAS6-7          5,514.04        114,200.00        146,700.00        153,277.50        210,410.00        227,005.00        230,125.00        234,212.50        250,000.00  
Maquarie Cash 
Management Trust          79,638.15          78,645.20          57,860.54          57,931.38          57,584.02          29,338.11          20,566.60   
          

Portfolio Total         20,784.66        634,953.15        768,138.70   $   777,695.04   $   869,171.38   $   920,236.52   $   899,985.61   $   850,155.60     1,000,000.00  
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 25 
 
Subject: Policy for developments where Council has a conflicting role as a 

Consent Authority 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin - Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: 004/12/01/62 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends that Walgett Shire Council adopt a Policy for developments 
where Council has a conflicting role as a consent authority. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
Under the provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, Walgett 
Shire Council is the “consent authority” for the majority of Development Applications 
within the Shire.  In some circumstances the Department of Planning may be the 
consent authority, such as for major developments. 
 
Council periodically deals with developments in which it is both the consent authority 
and one or more of the following: 

• An applicant. 
• A landowner. 
• A trustee for a Crown Reserve. 
• The lessee of a Western Lands Lease or a Permissive Occupancy. 

 
The position paper titled “Corruption Risks in NSW Development Approval Processes”, 
published by the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) in September 
2007 made a recommendation that directly relates to this situation, as follows (see 
page 57): 

 
 
That document also sets out an example approach that Councils can use to manage 
potential conflict by categorising development based on its scale and nature, while 
applying an assessment and decision methodology that becomes more independent for 
larger developments. 
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In accordance with recommendation 13, Council’s Planning and Regulation staff have 
prepared a policy titled “Policy for Developments Where Council has a Conflicting Role 
as a Consent Authority”, as reproduced following this report. 
 
The policy is based upon the principles outlined within the ICAC position paper and will 
provide a basis for Council to meets its obligation to provide an objective, fair and 
transparent process to deal with developments in which it has some involvement. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
• Position paper titled “Corruption Risks in NSW Development Approval Processes”, 

published by the Independent Commission Against Corruption in September 2007. 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Public and Walgett Shire Council. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Discussions with the building and planning staff of Councils in the region have shown 
there are very few qualified and experienced town planners operating in the area.  In 
that context the only viable way to ensure developments are independently reviewed or 
assessed in a prompt manner is by engaging consultant planners. 
 
Additional expenditure will be incurred by Council engaging consultants to undertake 
reviews of medium scale development, as well as the full assessment large scale 
developments.  Preliminary assessments suggest that reviews will cost about $1,500 
each while full assessments will cost about $5,000 each.  The actual costs incurred 
could vary substantially based on the scale and complexity of a given development 
proposal. 
 
To some extent the extra expense may be mitigated by a reduced risk of legal action 
associated with Council’s decisions on Development Applications. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Walgett Shire Council endorse the policy document titled “Policy for 
Developments Where Council has a Conflicting Role as a Consent Authority”. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 26 
 
Subject: Policy for the discharge of Liquid Trade Waste. 
 
Author: Len Smyth - Health and Building Surveyor 
 
File No: 031/00/02/16 
 
 
Summary 
 
Recently, the Walgett Shire Council’s draft Liquid Trade Waste Policy was placed on  
public exhibition in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 7, Part 3 of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  
 
It is now recommended that the policy be formally adopted by Council. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
The policy deals with the discharge of liquid trade waste from commercial premises into 
Council operated sewer and effluent systems.  
 
Local Water Utilities (LWU’s), such as Walgett Shire Council, are responsible for the 
provision of water supply and reticulated sewerage services in NSW country towns.  
 
Pollution and damage to the environment resulting from poor liquid trade waste 
management practices have resulted in successive governments creating a number of 
statutes aimed at greater protection of the environment, health and safety.  
 
By mid 2009 Council is required to comply with the requirements of the Liquid Trade 
waste guidelines prepared by the department of Water and Energy (DWE). 
  
At a meeting held on 11th December 2007 Walgett Shire Council resolved to publicly 
exhibit the draft Walgett Shire Council Policy for the Discharge of Liquid Trade Waste. 
Advertisements were placed in local newspapers giving notice that the policy was on 
exhibition at Council’s Administration Building, Lightning Ridge Library, Councils office 
in Collarenebri, or by downloading from Council’s website. Written submissions were 
encouraged up until 25th January 2008. 
 
No public submissions were received regarding the policy. 
 
The exhibited policy was endorsed by the Department of Water and Energy in a letter 
dated 21st November 2007. 
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Relevant Reference Documents 
 
• Walgett Shire Council Policy for Discharge of Liquid Trade Waste to the Sewerage 

System, as endorsed by Department of Water and Energy on 21st November 2007. 
 
• 2007 Model Policy for Discharge of Liquid Trade Waste to the Sewerage System 

published by the NSW Department of Water and Energy. 
 
• Liquid Trade Waste Management Guidelines published by the Department of 

Water and Energy in 2005. 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Public and Council. 
 
Financial Implications 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Formally adopt the policy known as the “Walgett Shire Council Policy for 

Discharge of Liquid Trade Waste” 
 
2. Forward a copy of the endorsed policy to the Department of Water and 

Energy as requested by the Senior Manager, Water Utility Performance, 
Department of Water and Energy, in his letter of endorsement of the draft 
policy dated 21st November 2007.  

 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 136 

MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 27 
 
Subject: Community based heritage study 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin - Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: 235/06/26/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Adviser has overseen the preparation of a community-
based heritage study which includes a number of heritage related recommendations. 
This report addresses issues associated with those recommendations. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
For a number of years Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Adviser, Graham Hall, has 
been overseeing the preparation of the Walgett Shire Community Based Heritage 
Study.  Its development occurred in close consultation with interested individuals, the 
majority of whom are members of various local historical societies.  The heritage study 
includes a detailed account of the context in which it was prepared. 
 
All owners of heritage items have been notified that their properties were being 
considered for heritage listing under a Local Environmental Plan.  Four objections were 
received in response to about 130 notification letters, and they are summarised in the 
table below. 
 

NAME LAND STUDY 
NO. 

OWNER'S COMMENT HERITAGE ADVISER’S 
POSITION 7 FEB 2008 

Shop 
 
Alma Street 
Burren 
Junction 

Lot 3C 
DP 
398963 

2590071 Letter from owners, who do not 
wish property to be listed.  
Heritage adviser rang owner to 
explain implications and 
advantages, and clarified that 
the decision will be Council's.  
Owner still preferred not to be 
listed.  No reason given.  Later 
letter discloses that owners 
wish to sell and fear listing 
would reduce value. 

No change to Heritage 
Study report. 

House 
 
74 Euroka 
Street 
Walgett 

Lot 36 
DP 
807917 

2590027 Letter objecting, on basis of 
alterations and claimed 
hardship. 

Inspected by Heritage 
Adviser. Study 
committee agreed that 
recent changes had 
devalued significance.  
Deleted from Heritage 
Study report. 
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NAME LAND STUDY 
NO. 

OWNER'S COMMENT HERITAGE ADVISER’S 
POSITION 7 FEB 2008 

Storekeeper's 
residence 
 
Colless Street 
Come-by-
Chance 

Lot 16 
DP 
635554 

2590065 Phone call and letter 
vehemently opposing 
nomination; intends to 
demolish and replace.  Offer 
made by Heritage Adviser to 
provide advice on restoration 
and grants. 

Heritage Adviser 
subsequently visited 
house when in Come-
by-Chance, but Mr. 
Green was away. 
No change to Heritage 
Study report. 

House 
 
Cnr Inkerman 
and Waterloo 
Streets 
Burren 
Junction 

Lot 35 
DP 
753926 

2590018 Owners initially welcomed 
proposed listing, sought 
Heritage Adviser’s assistance 
with restoration, and had a 
grant for restumping approved.  
Later, rejected advice on 
changes to front windows, 
declined grant and sought 
removal from list.  

No change to Heritage 
Study report. 

 
A key aspect of the heritage study is the recommendations that it contains, as follows: 
 

 
 
The following comments are offered on the respective recommendations: 
 
1. Heritage items:- 129 items are proposed for listing, which is a significant number.  

The Heritage Study contends that “the number of items recommended for listing is 
comparable with those identified by recent studies in other shires in the region” (p. 
24). 
A draft Walgett Shire Local Environmental Plan is currently being prepared and will 
be publicly exhibited in coming months.  The public exhibition of the draft Local 
Environmental Plan will provide owners of heritage items another opportunity to 
comment or object to the proposed listing of items on their property. 
As indicated previously, owners of heritage items have been notified that their 
properties have been proposed for heritage listing in an Local Environmental Plan. 
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2. Preserved opal fields as a [heritage] conservation area:- Council’s planning 

consultant, Ian Sinclair, and planning staff raised questions about the 
appropriateness of establishing a heritage conservation area over the preserved 
opal fields.  In response Council’s Heritage Adviser wrote a memorandum dated 23 
January 2007 (as reproduced following this report) which seeks to develop a 
minimalist control regime and contemplates an alternative of requiring 
Development Applications only for “new buildings, large extensions and 
demolitions” within the preserved opal fields. 
With regard to the Heritage Adviser’s recommendations it is important to note: 

• Notification has not been provided to owners or occupiers of land titles on the 
preserved opal fields that Council is considering applying a heritage 
conservation area or some other heritage management mechanism. 

• The ‘heritage’ values of the preserved opal fields have arisen in a context of 
minimal government regulation. 

• Only very basic information about the history of some of the preserved opal 
fields in the vicinity of Lightning Ridge is contained within the Heritage Study. 

• The preserved opal fields vary significantly in their age and character, hence 
their potential heritage values.  Approximate dates of commencement for opal 
mining in some relatively recently mined areas include early 1970s for Carter’s 
Rush, 1987 for Sheepyard opal fields, and early 1970s for Coocoran A. 

• Within the Heritage Study there is no analysis of the public benefits or 
detriments in maintaining the current minimal planning intervention approach 
compared to quite a high level of intervention by establishing a heritage 
conservation area or requiring development consent for certain activities. 

In the above context the Manager Planning and Regulation recommends that 
Walgett Shire Council: 

(a) Not endorse the recommendations of the Heritage Adviser made in the 
Heritage Study document dated February 2008, or memorandum dated 
23 January 2007, regarding the preserved opal fields. 

(b) Undertake a heritage study on the preserved opal fields which considers 
all significant heritage values and provides an analysis of options for 
managing those values in a planning context. 

During discussions between Council’s Heritage Adviser and the Manager Planning 
and Regulation on 7 February 2008, the Heritage Adviser verbally indicated 
support for recommendation (a) and (b) above. 

3. Items for further investigation:- This recommendation should be pursued where 
resources permit. 

4. Aboriginal heritage study:- This recommendation should be pursued where 
resources permit. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
• Report of the Community-Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire, prepared by 

Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Adviser and dated February 2008. 
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Stakeholders 
 
Owners and occupiers of potential heritage items, Walgett Shire Council’s heritage 
adviser, Heritage Office (a unit of the Department of Planning) and Walgett Shire 
Council. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
No budget allocation has been made in this financial year for any further heritage 
related studies.  Consideration will need to be given to funding particular projects in the 
next financial year. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Publicly exhibit the Report of the Community-Based Heritage Study of 

Walgett Shire (Heritage Study), prepared by Graham Hall and dated February 
2008 for a minimum of 28 days. 

 
2. Advertise the public exhibition of the Heritage Study and invite submissions 

from the public via advertisements: 
(a) In the Walgett Spectator, 
(b) In the Lightning Ridge News, and; 
(c) On the Walgett Shire Council internet site. 

 
3. Prepare a draft Local Environmental Plan which lists the items of local 

heritage as detailed in the Heritage Study. 
 
4. Consider any submissions received regarding proposed listing of heritage 

items during the mandatory public exhibition process associated with the 
draft Local Environmental Plan. 

 
5. Further investigate items identified, but not assessed, in section 4.13 of the 

Heritage Study as “Items for further study” as resources permit. 
 
6. In the next financial year, consider funding a study of Aboriginal heritage in 

the Shire to be undertaken in consultation with the Aboriginal community. 
 
7. With regard to the preserved opal fields: 

(a) Not endorse the recommendations of the Heritage Adviser made in the 
Heritage Study, or memorandum dated 23 January 2007. 

(b) In the next financial year, consider funding a heritage study of the 
preserved opal fields which assesses all significant heritage values and 
provides an analysis of options for managing those values in a planning 
context. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 28 
 
Subject: Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin - Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: 315/01/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development 
Certificate applications recently dealt with under delegated authority. 
 
Comments 
 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and 
Complying Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated 
authority by the Manager Planning and Regulation and General Manager during 
December 2007 and January 2008. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
• Respective Development Application and Complying Development Certificate files. 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Public and applicants. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to note the Development and Complying 
Development Certificate applications dealt with under delegated authority by the 
Manager Planning and Regulation and General Manager during December 2007 
and January 2008. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 29 
 
Subject: Development Application 2007051, Walgett Shire Council 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin - Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: DA 2007051 
 
 
Summary 
 
Walgett Shire Council has lodged a Development Application to subdivide land at 
Lightning Ridge for the purpose of future urban expansion.  It is recommended that the 
application be approved subject to appropriate development consent conditions. 
 
Background 
 
A report was submitted to the Council meeting held on 11 December 2007 regarding 
Development Application 2007051, included below as Attachment A.  Council resolved 
as recorded below: 
 

 
 
Further investigation was undertaken by engaging Ashley Albury, the Principal Planner 
with the Dubbo office of the Impax Group, to undertake an independent review of the 
Development Application.  Mr Albury’s review is included below as Attachment B. 
 
Ashley Albury and the Impax Group have not undertaken any previous work for Walgett 
Shire Council or been associated with any developments in the Walgett Shire. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
• Development Application file 2007051 
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
• Interim Development Order No. 1 – Shire of Walgett 1968. 
• Minutes of 15 December 2005 Walgett Shire Council meeting. 
• Minutes of 11 December 2007 Walgett Shire Council meeting. 
• Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft Strategy, dated July 2007. 
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Stakeholders 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Lightning Ridge Community 
• NSW Department of Lands 
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that Development Application 2007051 be approved: 
 
1. In accordance with the recommendations made by Ashley Albury, the 

Principal Planner with the Dubbo office of the Impax Group, in a letter to 
Walgett Shire Council dated 25 January 2008. 

 
2. Subject to the following conditions of consent: 
 
PRESCRIBED CONDITIONS OF DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 
As no “work” is to be undertaken there are no prescribed conditions of 
development consent under the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation 2000. 
 
CONDITIONS IMPOSED BY COUNCIL 
The following development consent conditions are imposed by Council. 

GENERAL 
Note: - It is possible that a covenant may affect the land, which is subject to this 
consent.  The granting of this consent does not necessarily override any covenant.  
You should seek legal advice regarding the effect of any covenants that may affect the 
land. 
Gen 020. 
Any future development on the subject site or use of the subject land in a manner 
inconsistent with this development consent (approval) will require separate 
development consent to be obtained from council in writing prior to the commencement 
of any work. 
Reason: To ensure compliance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979. 
 

SUBDIVISION/CONSOLIDATION 
Sub 040. 
That two lots are created by the subdivision of Lot 2, DP 1103508, one of about 25.15 
hectares and the other about 445 hectares. 
Reason: To ensure that the development proceeds in the manner proposed by the 
applicant and approved by Council. 
Sub 120. 
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A surveyor’s plan must be submitted to Walgett Shire Council prior to the expiry date of 
this development consent so that the subdivision certificate on the plan can be signed 
by an authorised officer. 
Reason: The subdivision cannot be registered with the Land Titles Office, and be 
finalised, until the subdivision certificate on the surveyors plan is signed by an 
authorised officer of Walgett Shire Council. 
Sub 121. 
Prior to the release of the Subdivision Certificate, the lodgement with Council of formal 
written notification from Telstra stating that it has been made aware of the proposed 
subdivision. 
Reason: Implementation of Council policy. 
Sub 122. 
Prior to the release of the Subdivision Certificate, the lodgement with Council of formal 
written notification from Country Energy stating that it has been made aware of the 
proposed subdivision. 
Reason: Implementation of Council policy. 
Sub 130. 
The subdivision certificate will not be released until development consent conditions 
under this section (titled “subdivision”) have been complied with. 
Reason: To ensure compliance with the terms of the development consent. 

APPROVED PLANS 
Pln 010. 
The development shall be implemented in accordance with: 

(a) All documentation and correspondence submitted by the applicant, or their 
agents, in support of the Development Application, 

(b) the details set out on the plans approved and stamped by authorised officers 
of Council 

except as amended by the conditions of this development consent. 
Reason: To ensure that the development proceeds in the manner proposed by the 
applicant and approved by Council. 
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ATTACHMENT A – 11-12-2007 report on Development Application 
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ATTACHMENT A – 11-12-2007 report on Development Application 
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ATTACHMENT A – 11-12-2007 report on Development Application 
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ATTACHMENT A – 11-12-2007 report on Development Application 
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ATTACHMENT A – 11-12-2007 report on Development Application 
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ATTACHMENT A – 11-12-2007 report on Development Application 
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ATTACHMENT A – 11-12-2007 report on Development Application 
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ATTACHMENT A – 11-12-2007 report on Development Application 
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ATTACHMENT B – Review of Development Application by the Impax Group 
 

 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 162 

ATTACHMENT B – Review of Development Application by the Impax Group 
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ATTACHMENT B – Review of Development Application by the Impax Group 
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ATTACHMENT B – Review of Development Application by the Impax Group 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 30 
 
Subject:  Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft Strategy 
 
Author:   Matthew Goodwin – Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No:   315/01/02/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
Council adopted the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft Strategy at a 
Council meeting held on 11 December 2007.  Subsequent work on preparing a draft 
Local Environmental Plan based upon the recommendations contained in that 
document have shown that several relatively minor amendments are required to the 
document. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
The Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft Strategy was placed on public 
exhibition from 30 July 2007 through to 30 September 2007.  Walgett Shire Council 
received twenty four submissions on the document. 
 
Ian Sinclair, of Edge Land Planning, was the planning consultant that prepared the 
document on behalf of Council.  Copies of all submissions received were forwarded to 
him, as well as the regional office of the Department of Planning in Dubbo.  An 
“Analysis of Submissions” document was prepared by Ian Sinclair in November 2007 
which summarises the issues raised and proposes changes to the recommendations 
contained in the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft Strategy. 
 
At a Council meeting held on 11 December 2007 Walgett Shire Council resolved to 
adopt an amended version of the document which included the changes proposed by 
Edge Land Planning in a document titled “Analysis of Submissions” which was 
prepared in November 2007. 
 
Recent work associated with preparing a draft Local Environmental Plan based upon 
the recommendations contained in the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and 
Draft Strategy has shown that: 

• Page 10 of the “Analysis of Submissions” document prepared by Ian Sinclair in 
November 2007 was inadvertently left out of the report submitted to the 11 
December 2007 Council meeting.  All ten pages are now reproduced following 
this report. 

• Several other relatively minor amendments are required to the document, as 
detailed in the “Additional Considerations” report prepared by Ian Sinclair, dated 
11 February 2008. 
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Relevant Reference Documents 
 
• Council file 315-01-02-00 – Local Environmental Plan. 
• Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft Strategy prepared by Edge 

Land Planning, dated July 2007. 
• Standard Instrument (Local Environmental Plans) Order 2006. 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council, public and State government. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Fees associated with consultancy services provided by Edge Land Planning are being 
met from the existing budget for Local Environmental Plan development. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
That Council resolve to: 
 
1. Adopt and endorse the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Draft 

Strategy document, with the amendments proposed by Edge Land Planning 
in the documents titled “Analysis of Submissions”, dated November 2007, 
and “Additional Considerations” dated 11 February 2008. 

 
2. Forward the Walgett Shire Council Growth Management Study and Draft 

Strategy document to the Director General of the Department of Planning for 
formal endorsement by that Department. 

 
3. Continue with the preparation of a Local Environmental Plan for the whole 

of the Walgett Shire Local Government Area in accordance with: 
(a) The Standard Instrument (Local Environmental Plans) Order 2006; and  
(b) The recommendations contained in the Walgett Shire Growth 

Management Study and Draft Strategy document, as prepared by Edge 
Land Planning. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 31 
 
Subject:  Inquiry into Secure and Sustainable Urban Water Supply and Sewerage 

Services for Non-metropolitan NSW 
 
Author:   Projects Engineer – Ian Taylor 
 
File No:   145/01/11/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report briefs Council on the Inquiry into Secure and Sustainable Urban Water 
Supply and Sewerage Services for Non-metropolitan NSW. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
In an address to the annual Local Government Water Management Conference in 
Inverell in August 2007, the Minister for Water Utilities, the Hon Nathan Rees MP, 
announced an Inquiry into the institutional and regulatory arrangements by which town 
water supply and sewerage services are provided in country NSW (the Inquiry). 
 
Revised Terms of Reference for the Inquiry have now been released with the following 
objectives: 
 

• To identify the most effective institutional, regulatory and governance 
arrangements for the long term provision of water supply and sewerage 
services in country NSW; and  

 
• Ensure these arrangements are cost-effective, financially viable, sustainable, 

optimise whole-of-community outcomes, and achieve integrated water cycle 
management.  

 
The Government has appointed two eminent members of the community to head the 
Inquiry: the former Deputy Premier, The Hon Ian Armstrong OBE, and the former head 
of the Premier’s Department, Dr. Colin Gellatly. 
 
The upcoming stages of the Inquiry are as follows: 
 

Public Submissions Close 7 March 2008 
Conduct Hearings (15 locations including 
Bourke) 

April 2008 

Report Preparation June – September 
2008 

Government Response November 2008 
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Minister Rees has recently hosted a number of meetings with representatives of 
regional communities.  Council’s Engineer Works and Projects Engineer attended a 
meeting in Dubbo on 29 January 2008. 
 
The Minister addressed the assembled representatives, which included primarily 
Mayors and General Managers from almost all councils in the Orana Region and a 
number of adjoining councils.  He emphasised the following goals which he has for the 
inquiry: 
 

• That local jobs are sustained 
• That strategic planning and engineering professional, and plumbing; 

tradesperson resources are maintained or improved; 
• That necessary capital expenditure is secured; and 
• That a sustainable revenue stream is achieved for the services 

 
He also stated that the outcome of the Inquiry should not necessarily be a “one size fits 
all” response – different outcomes could be considered that reflect the different 
operating conditions around the NSW, and considerable financial resources would be 
provided by the Government to meet the immediate capital expenditure requirements.  
The Minister emphasised that submissions to the Inquiry should include 
recommendations for action and the relevant supporting arguments. 
 
Minister Rees also heard presentations from those assembled.  Some of the issues 
covered included: 
 

• Benefit to the local economies of small towns from maintaining personnel 
based in those towns; 

 
• Economies of scale making it inefficient to split small workforces that 

currently provide both town maintenance, and water & sewerage 
operation/maintenance services; 

 
• Reported poor performance of some water utilities related to factors other 

than the size of the organisation; 
 

• Access to stormwater infrastructure for implementation of Integrated Water 
Cycle Management not available to a water utility separate from the local 
government organisation without an additional level of 
agreements/approvals; 

 
• Integration of planning control and master planning of water infrastructure is 

critical for successful urban development and is best undertaken within the 
one organisation; 

 
• High demand water users are often Council activities (parks, sporting fields, 

etc) and if Council is also the water utility, demand at critical times can be 
managed internally without the need to implement restrictions on use to other 
customers; 
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• Various alliance or regionalisation structures could be adopted that may 

benefit water utilities obtaining the necessary professional and trade 
resources which were acknowledged to be very difficult to maintain in most 
regional areas; and 

 
• It was acknowledged that where Councils have been able to establish long 

term Asset Management Plans (30 years) as recommended by the Water & 
Sewerage Best Practice Management Guidelines, the financial reserves that 
have been established are entirely accounted for in meeting the needs of 
their water utility and there is no surplus available to cross-subsidise smaller, 
less financially viable schemes. 

 
It is considered that Council has the opportunity to make a positive contribution to 
influencing the outcome of the Inquiry by making a formal submission.  There are a 
number of critical problems, especially for water utilities such as Walgett Shire with 
small, geographically separated schemes, remote from major regional centres.  These 
are well summed-up in the Minister Rees’ goals as outlined above.  The status quo is 
unlikely to be sustainable, although without an asset management plan having been 
completed, it is difficult to quantify whether it might be achievable.  Alternative, more 
regionalised structures have the benefit of greater capacity for cross subsidisation, 
potentially cheaper professional resources, and potentially less financial impact on 
customers.  It is possible however that customers and communities will have less 
representation on the board of such an organisation. 
 
A reasoned and balanced submission could be made to the Inquiry outlining the 
feasibility, benefits and disadvantages of a number of alternative management 
structures for non-metropolitan water and sewerage services.  The emphasis would be 
on the circumstances in Walgett Shire and similar councils, such as Bourke Shire. 
 
Alternatively, Council may wish to direct staff to present the case for a particular 
management structure for non-metropolitan water and sewerage services. 
 
Full details of the Terms of Reference and further information on the Inquiry is available 
at the Department of water and Energy Website: 
 http://www.dwe.nsw.gov.au/water/utilities_local.shtml  
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Inquiry into Secure and Sustainable Urban Water Supply and Sewerage Services for 
Non-metropolitan NSW – Discussion Paper, NSW Government, January 2008. 
 
Stakeholders 
 
All non-metropolitan Water Authorities / Local Water Utilities (Includes Walgett Shire 
Council) 
Water and Sewage service customers in non-metropolitan NSW 
Communities of non-metropolitan NSW 
 

http://www.dwe.nsw.gov.au/water/utilities_local.shtml
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Financial Implications 
 
Minister Rees has promised “considerable” financial resources to the water and 
sewerage authorities following the completion of the Inquiry to facilitate capital works 
that are deemed necessary. 
 
A modest submission and presentation can be made within the available Management 
Funding resources. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council endorse the preparation of a modest written submission to the 
Inquiry into Secure and Sustainable Urban Water Supply and Sewerage Services 
for Non-metropolitan NSW outlining the perceived feasibility, benefits and 
disadvantages of a number of different management structures for urban water 
supply and sewerage services in Walgett Shire and similar areas. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:   32 
 
Subject:   Glengarry State Emergency Service 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   005/02/04/73 
 
 
Summary  
 
This report relates to a request that Council takes steps to acquire the land upon which 
the operational depot of the Glengarry State Emergency Service is situated.  The 
Department of Lands has advised in writing that it is opposed to the freeholding of part 
or all of the lease upon which the SES facility stands. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
A request has been received from the Unit Controller, Glengarry State Emergency 
Service that Council acquires the land upon which their operational depot is situated. 
 
Section 17(5) of the State Emergency Service Act 1989 clearly indicates that it is 
Council’s responsibility to respond to this request.  The site is located within Lot 1953 
DP 763835, Parish of Kigwigil, County of Finch.  The land is part of a Western Lands 
Lease for grazing held by Mr Gordon Kelly. 
 
In more usual circumstances, such as Council faced recently in Carinda, to acquire the 
land Council will need to seek the consent of the Minister for Local Government.  To 
gain this consent, Council would need to complete the steps which are detailed in the 
Department of Local Government’s Circular 06/49.   
 
However, in this situation, given the opposition of the Department of Lands, it would be 
futile to pursue an acquisition.  In a letter attached to this report, the Department makes 
a number of suggestions which could progress the situation.  After speaking with an 
officer from the Department, it is suggested that the best way forward is by way of 
compulsory withdrawal of the occupied area using the provisions of the Western Lands 
Act 1901.  The holder of Western Lands Lease 4124, Mr Gordon Kelly, has a right to 
compensation for the loss of his grazing right, however as the SES facility is already in 
place he may choose to waive his right to compensation. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Request from Glengarry State Emergency Service 
Section 17(5) of State Emergency Service Act 1989  
Section 187(2) of Local Government Act 1993  
Letter from Department of Lands 
Department of Local Government Circular 06/49 (not attached) 
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Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Department of Lands 
Glengarry State Emergency Service 
Mr Gordon Kelly 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Survey and administrative costs associated with the granting of a Western Lands 
Lease for “Community Purposes” could amount to about $5,000.  This is not provided 
for in the current budget, however the State Emergency Service Act 1989 places an 
obligation on Council. 
 
Recommendation: 
 

1. That Council seek the compulsory withdrawal of the area occupied by the 
State Emergency Service from Western Lands Lease 4124 and granting of 
a Western Lands Lease for “Community Purposes” over this land, using 
the provisions of Section 43B of the Western Lands Act 1901. 

 
2. That Council approach the holder of Western Lands Lease 4124, Mr 

Gordon Kelly, to advise him of Council’s intent to establish a Western 
Lands Lease over the State Emergency Service facility at Glengarry and 
seek his views on the matter of compensation to him. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:  33 
 
Subject:   SES Depot - Carinda 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:  021/01/01/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends that Council gives public notice of an intention to carry a 
resolution at a future meeting to classify the land, upon which the State Emergency 
Service facility in Carinda is located, as operational land. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
Council has completed compulsory acquisition of Part Lot 1 Section 3 DP 758227 from 
the Crown.  This land is the site of the State Emergency Service facility in Carinda. 
 
The Local Government Act requires Council to classify all public land either ‘community’ 
or ‘operational’.  Furthermore, the Act requires Council to give public notice, of not less 
than 28 days, of a proposed resolution to classify or reclassify public land. 
 
In the case of Part Lot 1 Section 3 DP 758227, as this land has only just been acquired 
from the Crown, a classification will be required.  Council resolved in December 2005 
that a classification as ‘operational’ would be appropriate.  Public notice along these 
lines should be pursued.  Given the requirement to provide at least 28 days notice, it is 
suggested that the notice indicate that a resolution, to classify this land as operational, 
would be considered at Council’s meeting to be held on Tuesday April 15 in 
Collarenebri.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Section 34 Local Government Act 1993 
File No 021/01/01/00 (not attached) 
Council Resolution No 360/05 – December 2005  
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Not Applicable 
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Recommendation 
 
That Council give public notice of an intention to carry a resolution, at its 
meeting to be held on April 15 next, which will classify as operational land Part 
Lot 1 Section 3 DP 758227, this being the existing site in Carinda of the State 
Emergency Service facility. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:   34 
 
Subject:   Burren Junction Bore Baths 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   005/03/02/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends the transfer of funds, originally proposed in Council’s Five 
Year Road Plan for Burren Junction village streets, to improve access to the Burren 
Junction Bore Baths. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
An application, for a Commonwealth Tourism Grant for the Burren Junction Bore Baths 
has been unsuccessful.  Some feedback from the person assessing the application has 
been received at a further application is envisaged in 2008/09.  This grant, if received, 
was to reconstruct the access road into the baths and improve the surrounds where 
campers stay.  With the baths redevelopment the surrounds are currently very 
susceptible to damage in wet weather. 
 
The Five Year Road Plan provides for $200,000 expenditure in the current financial 
year on Burren Junction village streets.  Whilst this need is fully justifiable, there may 
be merit in transferring at least some of this money to attend to the immediate access 
needs at the bore baths before visitor numbers increase to the point that roadworks 
become difficult and inconvenient for all concerned.  The Burren Precinct Committee 
are not averse to this transfer of funds.  It is unlikely that the full $200,000 would be 
required and any funds not required should still be used for village street works. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Advice of unsuccessful grant application (not attached) 
Letter from Burren Precinct Committee 
Extract from Five Year Road Plan 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Commonwealth Government 
Residents of Burren Junction 
Users of Burren Junction Bore Baths 
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Financial Implications: 
 
This report has no adverse financial implications.  Funds already budgeted would be 
transferred from one project to another. 
 
Recommendation: 
 

1. That Council amend the Five Year Road Plan by transferring the $200,000 
allocation in 2007/08 from Burren Junction village streets to Burren 
Junction Bore Baths Road. 

 
2. That any funds not required for roadworks associated with Burren 

Junction Bore Baths be utilised for Burren Junction village street 
roadworks. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:   35 
 
Subject:   Walgett Bore Baths 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   280/04/06/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends the rescission of Resolution No 420/07, which commits 
Council to the installation of a secure perimeter fence around the Walgett Bore Baths. 
This recommendation stems from a security audit by the local Police, which strongly 
recommends that improved lighting will be far more effective in dealing with the 
troublesome issues that have been associated with this facility in the past. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
On account of persistent anti-social behaviour and vandalism at the Walgett Bore 
Baths, Council closed the facility last year.  However, after being closed for a number of 
months, a delegation of concerned citizens met with the Administrator and General 
Manager to express their concern at the continued closure of the facility.  As a 
consequence of these representations, Council resolved at the December 2007 
meeting to authorise the General Manager to proceed with works not exceeding 
$40,000 to re-open the facility with a new, secure perimeter fence as well as repair of 
plumbing defects. 
 
A safety and security audit, undertaken by Senior Constable Preston, Crime Prevention 
Officer attached to Castlereagh Local Area Command, strongly recommends that more 
secure fencing is not the preferred means of making the Walgett Bore Baths more 
secure.  Senior Constable Preston considers that, with security flood lighting 
responding to a movement sensor, together with quality closed circuit television, the 
current fencing should be adequate.  The fencing would still be able to be breached, 
however the lighting and CCTV should be sufficient deterrent to prevent this from 
happening. 
 
To facilitate an early re-opening of the facility, in recognition that this outcome is what 
Council and the community are seeking, an electrical contractor has been engaged to 
provide flood lighting to the area.  This work, at a total cost of about $1,500, has been 
done in conjunction with other electrical work being undertaken at the facility in 
association with the plumbing upgrade. 
 
It is suggested that Resolution No 420/07 be rescinded at this point in time and the 
need to upgrade the perimeter fence to provide greater security be reassessed in three 
months time.  This should allow sufficient time to establish whether the security 
floodlighting, recommended by the Police and now installed, is effective on its own in 
combating previous problems with vandalism and anti-social behaviour. 
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Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Council Resolution No 420/07 – December 2007 
Safety and Security Audit (not attached) 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Community 
Bore Baths Users 
Walgett Police 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The costs to re-open the facility will be substantially less than originally envisaged 
when a new perimeter fence was involved.  It is suggested that these reduced costs be 
met from the operational budget and, if this leads to a budget over-run, this be 
considered at the next quarterly budget review. 
 
Recommendation 
 

1. That Council rescind Resolution No 420/07 carried at its December 2007 
meeting. 

 
2. That Council note the work carried out to date to achieve an early re-

opening of the Walgett Bore Baths. 
 

3. That costs associated with the re-opening of Walgett Bore Baths be met 
from the operational budget for Swimming Pools and Bore Baths. 

 
4. That upgrading of the perimeter fence around the Walgett Bore Baths be 

not proceeded with at the present time and the need for upgraded fencing 
be reassessed in three months time in the light of incidences of vandalism 
and/or anti-social behaviour after the baths are re-opened with security 
floodlighting in operation. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:   36 
 
Subject:   Payphone – Walgett Aerodrome 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   260/03/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends that Council takes no further action to attempt to persuade 
Telstra to retain a Telstra Operated Payphone at Walgett Aerodrome.  Further, it 
recommends that Council requests Telstra to install a telephone service, in lieu of the 
payphone, for local and emergency use only. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
In late 2006 Telstra agreed to postpone plans to remove the payphone at Walgett 
Aerodrome for a twelve month period during which use of the phone would be 
evaluated.  In late 2007 Telstra made further contact with Council, advising that the 
phone was uneconomic and plans were in place to remove it in January 2008.  An 
agreement was reached with Telstra, to defer any removal until February 29, 2008 to 
allow consideration of available options to be made at the February ordinary meeting of 
Council. 
 
A letter, signed by the Administrator, was sent to Telstra in early January urging them 
to consider retaining the phone as an essential community service.  A response has 
now been received.  In this response Telstra advise that they are unwilling to allow the 
status quo to remain and they will be discontinuing the service from February 29, 2008. 
 
Telstra indicates that four (4) options are available to Council, should it wish to maintain 
a telephone at Walgett Aerodrome.  These options are fully described in a letter from 
Telstra which is attached to this report.  Of these options, it would seem that Option 
Four, this being a free phone service to patrons, with the phone only being available to 
make local and emergency calls, is the most attractive if Council wishes to retain a 
telephone at the aerodrome.  Current usage levels, which indicate little prospect for 
future growth, make the other three options considerably more expensive.   Because of 
the geographical location of the aerodrome, it is difficult to imagine locals using it for 
purposes unrelated to the conduct of the aerodrome, thereby driving up the cost to 
Council of Option Four. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Administrator’s letter to Telstra 
Response from Telstra 
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Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Users of Walgett Aerodrome 
Telstra 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Assuming few telephone calls are made, the cost of a telephone service at Walgett 
Aerodrome, for local and emergency use only, should be substantially less than $1,000 
per annum. 
 
Recommendation 
 

1. That Council take no further action to try and persuade Telstra not to 
remove the payphone at Walgett Aerodrome on February 29. 

 
2. That Council install a substitute telephone service at Walgett Aerodrome, 

for local and emergency use only. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:   37 
 
Subject:  Barwon Inn Rest Area 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   315/01/06/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report briefs Council on the current position with respect to the naming of the rest 
area on the banks of the Barwon River, downstream of the Dangar Bridge west of 
Walgett.  It would appear that Council’s request, to have the rest area named ‘Barwon 
Inn Rest Area’ will ultimately be accepted. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
An original intent by Council, to seek the name ‘Eric (Monty) Morgan Rest Area’, for the 
currently unnamed rest area adjacent to the Dangar Bridge over the Barwon River, was 
overturned as a result of a compelling argument for the name ‘Barwon Inn Rest Area’ 
put forward by a number of Walgett organisations and individuals.  The family of the 
late Mr Morgan agreed to the proposal to name the rest area “Barwon Inn’ and 
accepted an offer from Council to seek the name ‘Monty Morgan Bridge’ for the 
replacement structure, to be built across the Castlereagh River on the Walgett-Carinda 
Road in 2008/09. 
 
The Geographical Names Board of New South Wales has approved of the name 
‘Barwon Inn Rest Area’ to be advertised for public comment.  Unless sustainable 
objections are received as a result of local advertising, the name ‘Barwon Inn Rest 
Area’ will be gazetted.   It is difficult to envisage a sustainable objection at this stage. 
 
A further report will be presented to Council when the naming process has been 
finalised. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Letter from Geographical Names Board of New South Wales 
Council Resolution No 296/07 – September 2007 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett and District 
Geographical Names Board of New South Wales 
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Financial Implications 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council note the present position, with respect to the naming of the rest 
area on the banks of the Barwon River, downstream of the Dangar Bridge west of 
Walgett. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:   38 
 
Subject:   Maintenance of Stock Grids 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   175/04/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends that Council establishes a binding legal agreement with 
consenting owners of stock grids on public roads within Walgett Shire, whereby Council 
assumes maintenance responsibility for these structures subject to the property owner 
agreeing to meet the cost of all materials. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
A request has been received from a local landholder, asking that Council assume full 
responsibility for stock grids and their immediate road approaches.  The landholder 
considers that the generally poor condition of grids and road approaches is evidence 
that the majority of landholders have no expertise in road maintenance and no 
experience in assessing whether a grid or road meets relevant statutory requirements. 
 
Sections 133 and 134 of the Roads Act 1993 and Section 70 of the Roads (General) 
Regulation 2000 clearly place the responsibility for maintenance and replacement of 
grids with the property owner.  Copies of this legislation are attached to this report. 
 
It is generally acknowledged that a stock grid exists solely for the benefit of the property 
owner, accordingly legislation has been framed to reflect this fact.  However, as Council 
will note, Section 134 of the Roads Act 2003, does allow Council to contribute to the 
cost of construction.  The legislation does not prohibit Council from contributing to the 
cost of maintenance.  The Roads and Traffic Authority accept, as a legitimate charge to 
the SIMC (Single Invitation Maintenance Contract), costs incurred by Council in 
repairing stock grids.  These costs are not passed on to the property owner.  A 
telephone call to the Legal Advisor at the Local Government and Shires Associations 
suggested that the type of agreement foreshadowed in this report was not in breach of 
any relevant legislation. 
 
There can be no doubt that most, if not all, owners of stock grids on public roads within 
Walgett Shire do not possess the necessary expertise and certification to lawfully 
undertake work on their stock grids.  Accordingly, Council should be requiring them to 
ensure that only duly qualified personnel undertake this work on their behalf.  The only 
reasonable means Council can use to ensure this occurs is to assume this 
responsibility itself.  However, if Council were to do this and also assume responsibility 
for all associated costs, this could result in a very significant cost over-run as many 
grids are in poor condition and property owners would undoubtedly seek renewal if this 
was at no cost to them.  Accordingly, it is suggested that Council assume responsibility 
for maintenance of these grids on the proviso that the property owner meets the cost of 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
19 February 2008  Page 209 

all materials involved, including the cost of new grids where they are installed.  Where a 
property owner is unwilling to enter into such an arrangement, Council would have no 
option other than to enforce the provisions of the Roads Act 1993 and related 
legislation, requiring the landholder to demonstrate a capacity to undertake their 
responsibilities in an appropriate fashion. 
 
Such an agreement would need to be legally enforceable, accordingly it is suggested 
that Council’s Legal Advisor be contacted and asked to prepare such an agreement or 
otherwise provide an opinion as to why such an agreement is either unwise or 
inappropriate. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Landholder Request 
Sections 133 and 134 Roads Act 1993 
Section 70 Roads (General) Regulation 2000 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Owners of Stock Grids within Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications 
 
If Council takes over responsibility for maintenance of stock grids, with property owners 
meeting all costs for materials, some additional expenditure will be incurred.  The 
extent of this additional expenditure is currently unknown, however it would be 
restrained somewhat by two factors, these being the requirement for landholders to 
contribute materials costs and the overall limitation of Council’s roads budget. 
 
Recommendation 
 

1. That Council’s Legal Advisor be asked to prepare a binding agreement 
between Council and owners of stock grids on public roads within Walgett 
Shire, whereby Council would assume maintenance responsibility for 
these structures subject to the property owner meeting all costs for 
materials associated with repair or replacement of stock grids. 

 
2. That this agreement, when finalised, be sent to all owners of stock grids on 

public roads within Walgett Shire for their consideration and completion. 
 

3. That, in instances where property owners are unwilling to enter into such 
an arrangement, Council actively enforces the requirements of the Roads 
Act 1993 and associated legislation to ensure stock grids are adequately 
maintained. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:  39 
 
Subject:   Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   021/01/01/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report has been presented to Council to correct an error contained in a previous 
report relating to the acquisition of land upon which the Collarenebri Water Treatment 
Plant stands. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
In April 2005 a report was presented to Council recommending a number of steps to be 
taken to acquire the Crown Land upon which the Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant 
has been constructed.  These recommendations subsequently became Council 
Resolution No 91/05.  Council’s present legal advisor has indicated concerns with the 
land description contained in the resolution of Council.  He has indicated this error 
needs to be corrected by a fresh resolution, otherwise the acquisition process would 
not proceed. 
 
The land to be acquired is correctly described as Lot 1 in an unregistered plan of 
acquisition of part Lot 55 in Deposited Plan 752673. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Council Resolution No 91/05 
Unregistered Plan of Subdivision 
Legal Opinion (not attached) 
Section 186 Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
NSW Department of Lands 
Minister for Local Government 
Mr A and Mrs J Ramien 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Some costs will be involved with this acquisition.  It is difficult to accurately predict them 
at this stage, however they are likely to be in the order of several thousand dollars. 
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Recommendation 
 

1. That Council acquire by compulsory acquisition the land described as Lot 
1 in an unregistered plan of acquisition of part Lot 55 in Deposited Plan 
752673 (such plan being referred to in, and attached to, the report of the 
Manager Engineering dated 19 February 2008) under section 186 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 for Water Treatment Purposes. 

 
2. That Council apply to the Minister and/or Governor for approval to acquire 

the subject land by compulsory process under the Land Acquisition (Just 
Terms) Compensation Act 1991. 

 
3. That all minerals are to be excluded from the compulsory acquisition of the 

subject land. 
 

4. That upon acquisition, the subject land be classified operational land. 
 

5. That any necessary documentation be executed under the common seal of 
Council. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:  40 
 
Subject:  Smoke Free Areas 
 
Author:  Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:  195/04/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report recommends that Council takes steps to become a formal Cancer Council 
Local Government Partner and carries resolution such that it is eligible to seek a grant 
from the NSW Cancer Council for signage indicating children’s playgrounds and 
sporting fields in Walgett Shire are smoke free areas. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
The Local Government and Shires Associations have advised that the NSW Cancer 
Council is launching a round of competitive grants of up to $2,500 for Councils to meet 
local cancer control needs.  Applications must address the Cancer Council priority area 
of smoke free outdoor environments.  The Cancer Council wants to help Councils 
educate the public in the areas of children’s playgrounds and sporting fields. 
 
To be eligible for a grant, Council needs to meet four (4) criteria, these being : 
 

1. Council must be able to demonstrate, by providing copies of minutes, that smoke 
free policies have been adopted in the two areas listed above, no later than 31 
March 2008. 

2. Council commits to make at least two of the following areas smoke free prior to 
30 June 2008 – all events run or sponsored by Council, alfresco dining areas on 
public land, within 10 metres of Council owned or managed buildings, in 
bushland, parks and reserves, any leases, licences etc that apply to Council 
owned or managed land. 

3. Council must be a formal Cancer Council Local Government Partner. 
4. In applying for a grant, Council confirms a commitment to match any funding 

provided, dollar for dollar. 
 
Irrespective of whether or not Council elects to submit an application for this grant, 
which is for approved signage at children’s playgrounds and/or sporting fields, it is 
considered highly desirable that Council commits to becoming a local government 
partner with the Cancer Council.  About 50% of Councils in western NSW are partners 
with the Cancer Council.  There is no direct cost associated with becoming a partner 
Council.  In seeking to become a partner Council, two senior staff must be nominated 
as contact persons within the Council.  The General Manager and Director of Corporate 
and Community Services are considered to be the appropriate senior personnel in this 
instance. 
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It is suggested that, in addition to becoming a formal Cancer Council Local Government 
Partner, Council does take the additional steps to make application for a grant as 
outlined above.  Accordingly, the recommendation at the conclusion to this report 
includes suggested resolutions that would establish eligibility for this grant. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Weekly Circular, Local Government and Shires Associations 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents and Visitors to Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications 
 
In the event of a successful grant application, Council will be required to allocate up to 
$2,500 towards any project.  At this stage, there is no specific budget allocation to 
cover this potential expenditure. 
 
Recommendation 
 

1. Walgett Shire Council acknowledges the high level of physical and 
emotional suffering, premature death and financial burden caused by 
cancer in this community.  By becoming a Cancer Council Community 
partner, we undertake to lower the impact of this insidious disease in our 
community by – 

 
• Learning about and adopting new policies that will help reduce the 

incidence of cancer in our area 
 

• Supporting Cancer Council advocacy campaigns that will benefit the 
people of our community 

 
• Using our communication channels, venues and networks to help 

deliver Cancer Council information and education 
 

• Allowing free use of Council venues and other resources for support 
group meetings, education programmes and other activities that benefit 
cancer patients and their families in our area 

 
• Supporting Cancer Council efforts in our area to raise money for cancer 

research, prevention and support 
 

2. Walgett Shire Council nominates the General Manager and Director 
Corporate and Community Services as the dedicated relationship 
managers for this community partnership. 
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3. Effective from 1 March 2008, Council adopts smoke fee policies in the 

following areas – 
 

• Within 10 metres of all children’s playground equipment 
• On playing fields, sporting grounds and sporting facilities, including 

swimming pools, under Council control, either direct or indirect 
• In alfresco dining areas on public land 

 
4. Application be made to the NSW Cancer Council, seeking a dollar for dollar 

grant for the erection of approved signage banning smoking at children’s 
playgrounds and sporting fields within Walgett Shire. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:   41 
 
Subject:   Flood Damage – December 2007/January 2008 
 
Author:  Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   195/04/00/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report briefs Council on the current position with respect to flood damage suffered 
in Walgett Shire.  The area has been listed as eligible for Natural Disaster assistance 
following the flood in the Castlereagh River in late December 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
In late December 2007 heavy rainfall in the Castlereagh River catchment created flood 
conditions in that river.  Like many Australian inland rivers, the Castlereagh bifurcates 
in places towards its downstream end, accordingly the flood damage is not confined to 
areas immediately adjacent to the actual river.   
 
Damage has been compounded by a significant amount of local rainfall.  In addition, 
rainfall in southern Queensland and the north east of the Shire has produced some 
flood damage north east of Lightning Ridge.  However, the majority of flood damage 
identified to date has been in the southern part of the Shire. 
 
Not all flood damage has been inspected and assessed at this stage as some problems 
with access still persist.  At this stage, flood damage totalling about $770,000 has been 
identified.  About $150,000 involves Regional Roads, the balance of $620,000 
occurring on Local Roads.  It is difficult to accurately predict what the final figure might 
be, however it could be as high as $1.5 million in total.  There is substantial damage 
which is still to be assessed in the Carinda area and the area between Cryon, 
Collarenebri and Rowena is yet to be inspected.  However, damage in this area is not 
anticipated to be substantial.  The majority of overall damage will involve Local Roads. 
 
Following an assessment of Council’s claim by the Roads and Traffic Authority, a flood 
damage grant will be made available to Council.  The grant will include the full cost of 
damage on Regional Roads, whereas on Local Roads Council will need to fund 25% of 
the first $116,000 (ie $29,000).  This $29,000 contribution will be funded from Council’s 
vote for Shire Road Maintenance. 
 
This additional work will place additional pressure on Council’s already heavily 
committed Engineering Department.  A start on the Collarenebri to Mungindi project, 
funded by the Strategic Regional Programme, has been delayed already and further 
delays are possible.  
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Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Declaration of Walgett Shire as eligible for Natural Disaster assistance. (not attached) 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Roads and Traffic Authority 
 
Financial Implications 
 
A contribution of $29,000 towards the cost of Local Road flood damage is required from 
Council and this can be funded from the present budget for Shire Roads Maintenance. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council notes the current position with respect to flood damage suffered in 
Walgett Shire in December 2007 and January 2008. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:   42 
 
Subject:   Plant Replacement Programme 
 
Author:   Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:   305/08/05/00 
 
 
Summary 
 
This report briefs Council on the current position with respect to implementation of the 
replacement programme for plant and vehicles in 2007/08. 
 
Comments (including issues and background) 
 
In June 2007 Council adopted in principle a 15 Year Plant Replacement Programme. 
 
To date, the following progress has been achieved with respect to plant replacement : 
 

1. Tenders will be invited shortly for a grader, rubber tyred roller and water cart.  
These will be advertised together to save on advertising costs.  Obviously, as 
they are supplied from different sources, they will not be tendered together. 

 
2. Road Maintenance (Patching) trucks come in a variety of configurations.  A hired 

unit is currently being evaluated to ascertain suitability and reliability.  Upon 
completion of this evaluation, tenders for a machine will be invited. 

 
3. Two light trucks have been replaced.  Both work in the Parks and Gardens area, 

one being based in Walgett, the other in Lightning Ridge. 
 

4. The programme provides for six mower replacements this year.  Current thinking 
is that these are not all required.  Improved management practices should 
reduce the requirement to three machines.  Currently available machines are 
being assessed before inviting quotes. 

 
5. With increased works activities, a number of supervisory vehicles are travelling 

greater distances than envisaged.  This will have implications on changeover 
times and costs and options to minimise these costs are currently being 
investigated. 

 
6. Vehicle changeovers have been completed for a number of staff positions 

including General Manager, Works Engineer, Projects Engineer, Technical 
Officer (Town Services), Technical Officer (SIMC), Team Leader (Lightning 
Ridge), Construction Tender Vehicles (two of) and Regulatory Officer. 
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7. A Toyota 12 seater bus has been on order for a considerable time.  At the time 

of writing this report Dubbo City Toyota indicated a delivery date of mid March 
2008.  This compares with a December 2007 delivery date, stated when the 
order was first given in September 2007. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents 
 
Council Resolution No 157/07 – June 2007 
 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The current budget provides for the programmed replacements. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council note the current position with respect to the replacement of plant 
and vehicles. 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES TO COUNCIL MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 43 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 7 November 

2007 
 
Author: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee  
 
File No: 145/04/07/00 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Council note and receive the Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee 
meeting minutes held on 7 November 2007. 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES TO COUNCIL MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 44 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 5th December 

2007 
 
Author: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee  
 
File No: 145/04/07/00 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Council note and receive the Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee 
meeting minutes held on 5 December 2007. 
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PRECINCT REPORTS TO COUNCIL MEETING 19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No: 45 
 
Subject: Collarenebri Precinct Committee Meeting minutes – 7 November 2007 
 
Author: Collarenebri Precinct Committee  
 
File No:  
 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council note and receive the Collarenebri Precinct Committee meeting 
minutes held on 4 December 2007. 
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REPRESENTATIVE REPOTS TO COUNCIL MEETING  
19 FEBRUARY 2008 
 
Item No:       
 
Subject:       
 
Author:       
 
File No:       
 
 
No reports submitted 
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