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11 July 2007 
 
Administrator 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in 
the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club Auditorium on Tuesday, 17 July 2007, commencing at 
10.00am. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY 
 
PUBLIC FORUM PRESENTATIONS  
 
(limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper, with 
two speakers, speaking for the item and two speakers, speaking against the item to be considered) 
 
WELCOME TO VISITORS  
(recognising the original Aboriginal caretakers of the lands covered by the Shire) 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD 19 JUNE 2007 AND  
28 JUNE 2007 
 
1. SECRETARY – RESERVE TRUST MANAGEMENT’S REPORT  
 
 1. Acceptance of Reserve Trust Minutes     4-5 
 
2. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
 No Reports Submitted 
 
3. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 2. Code of Meeting Practice – Public Exhibition    7-8 
 3. Report on Management Plan 2006/2007     9-27 
 4. Section 733 – Bankstown City Council     28-31 
 5. 101 Fox Street, Walgett – Rescission Motion     32-33 
 6. Regional Road 329 – Funding      34-38 
 7. Lightning Ridge Community Church      38-41 
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3. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT - continued 
 
 8. Pesticide Notification Plan       42-43 
 9. Professional Institute Memberships and Accreditations   44-49 
 
4. MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT 
 
 10. Execution of Transfer Documents      50-52 
 11. Walgett and District Tourism Association Inc – Brochure Printing  53-54 
 12. Walgett Shire Council Small Debt Write Off Policy and Procedures  55-61 
 13. Amendment to Purchasing Policy      62-63 
 14. Investment Review Report – 2007      64-66 
 15. Monthly Management Report to 30 June 2007    67-74 
 16. Walgett Shire Community Services Report     75-78 
 17. Report on Rates and Charges – 30 June 2007     79 
 18. Investment Report as at 31 May 2007      80-81 
 19. Request for Waiving of Temporary Licence Fees    82-83 
 20. Review of Walgett Shire Council Debt Recovery Policy and Procedures 84-89 
 21. Occupational Health and Safety Report of Inspections   90-96 
 22. Walgett Visitor Information and Internet Centre Accreditation  97-98 
 
5. MANAGER OF PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT 
 
 23. Enforcement Policy        99-110 
 24. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 111-112 
 25. Water Connection Fees       113-114 
 
6. MANAGER OF ENGINEERING’S REPORT 
 
 26. Royal Flying Doctors Service – Servicing of Walgett Shire Aerodromes 115-119 
 27. Five Year Road Plan        120-125 
 28. Lightning Ridge Landfill       126-129 
 29. Beanbri Silo Access        130-131 
 30. Naming of Park – Lighting Ridge      132-137 
 31. Rainwater Tank Rebate       138-139 
 32. Community Water Grants – Applications     140-141 
 33. Walgett Bore Baths        142-143 
 34. Council Housing Policy       144-153 
 35. Land Sale – Corner Fox and Euroka Street Walgett    154-155 
 36. Walgett Historical Society – Lease of Premises    156-157 
 
7. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 37. Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 7 Feb 2007 158-164 
 38. Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 7 March 2007 165-168 
 39. Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 4 April 2007  169-172 
 40. Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 2 May 2007  173 
 41. Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 6 June 2007  174-178 
 
8. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 
 
 No Reports Submitted 
 
9. CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
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SECRETARY RESERVE TRUST, MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 1 
 
Subject: Acceptance of Reserve Trust Minutes 
 
Author: Kaye Stone – Secretary of the Reserve Trust 
 
File No: 280/01/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council accepts all the recommendations of the reserve trust 
meetings held 17 July 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council as the appointed reserve trust manager has certain responsibilities in its role as 
manager they include; 
 
• Develop and implement Plans of Management in accordance with the  

Local Government Act 1993 and Crown Lands Act 1989 
• Making regulatory decisions eg; use of the reserve, hours of entry, fees and charges 

etc 
• Adopting Codes of Conduct 
• Financial record keeping 
• Counter-signing of development application and grants 
• Holding Reserve Trust meetings as required 
 
Reserve Trust Management Meetings are held prior to the Council meeting on the  
3rd Tuesday of the Month.  Members of the public are welcome to attend and can obtain an 
agenda on the relevant reserve by contacting Council. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Reserve Trust Minutes 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Reserve Trust Management Committees 
• Department of Natural Resources 
• Department of Lands 
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Financial Implications: 
 
There may be costs associated with resolutions of the Reserve Trust meetings.  These will 
be stated in the relevant Reserve Trust Minutes. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council endorse the resolutions of the Reserve Trust meetings held  

17 July 2007. 
 
2. That Council takes action to implement the resolutions of the  

Reserve Trusts. 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No:       
 
Subject:       
 
Author:       
 
File No:       
 
 
No Reports Submitted 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 2 
 
Subject: Code of Meeting Practice – Public Exhibition 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 145/02/04/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
A review of Councils draft Code of Meeting Practice has identified that the document is 
sufficiently different from Council’s current Code of Meeting Practice to warrant placing the 
document on public display. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The adopted Code of Meeting Practice for Council has been reviewed to ensure its 
consistency with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Department of Local Government, Practice Note 16 (Meetings 
Practice Note). 
 
The review of the document has seen changes made in order to comply with the changes 
included in the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, being numbering references 
within the document, and clarification of points highlighted with the Meetings Practice Note. 
 
The proposed order of business or ability for the public to address matters that appear in 
the Council meeting business paper are not amended. 
 
Section 361 of the Local Government Act 1993 states: 
 
Preparation, public notice and exhibition of draft code  
361 Preparation, public notice and exhibition of draft code  
(1)  Before adopting a code of meeting practice, a council must prepare a draft   code.  
(2)  The council must give public notice of the draft code after it is prepared.  
(3)  The period of public exhibition must not be less than 28 days.  
(4)  The public notice must also specify a period of not less than 42 days after the date on 

which the draft code is placed on public exhibition during which submissions may be 
made to the council.  

(5)  The council must publicly exhibit the draft code in accordance with its notice. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Local Government Act 1993 
• Local Government (General) Regulation 2005  
• Department of Local Government, Practice Note 16 (Meetings Practice Note) 
• Walgett Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice (available separately) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Community 
• NSW Department of Local Government 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil  
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council place its draft Code of Meeting Practice on public 
 exhibition until 23 August 2007 and that this is advertised in the  Walgett 
Spectator and Lightning Ridge News. 
 
2. That Council receive submissions from the public on the draft Code of 
 Meeting Practice until 4.00pm on Tuesday, 6 September 2007. 
 
3. That the draft Code of Meeting Practice and any amendments from the 
 public submission period be considered at Council’s 18 September 2007 
 meeting.  
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 3 
 
Subject: Report on Management Plan 2006/2007  
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 145/11/07/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises Council’s achievement against its objectives established in its 
2006/2007 Management Plan. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Under Section 407 of the Local Government Act 1993 the General Manager is required to 
report progress against the Management Plan to council within six weeks of the end of 
each quarter. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Local Government Act 1993. 
• Walgett Shire Council Strategic / Management Plan 2006/2007 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Residents and Council of Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Management Plan 2006/2007 final report be received. 
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GGEENNEERRAALL  MMAANNAAGGEERR  
 
 

No Mission Aim 2006/2007 
Activity 

Measurement, 
Method and Target 

Responsible 
Manager 

Status 

1. To promote better 
practice and 
encourage 
improvement in the 
way Council 
conducts its 
activities and 
ensure good 
governance 

Completion of the 
Local Governments  
Self Assessment 
Checklist. 
 

Report to Council 
any discrepancies 

On going General 
Manager 

Full 
assessment 
against 
checklist 
incomplete 
 

2. To develop and 
improve the 
aesthetic physical 
characteristics of 
the Shire. 

Develop an 
organisation culture 
to ensure all work 
undertaken by staff 
is done with pride, 
care and 
commitment. 

Parks, gardens, road 
reserves and town 
entrances are clean, tidy 
and attractive and 
Council assets are kept 
to a standard that sets a 
good example for the 
community. 

General 
Manager 

Murals and new 
signage to 
Library, Murals 
on Chambers, 
Walgett CBD 
cleaned 
regularly 

3. We will be actively 
involved in 
developing strategic 
vision of the Shire 
through informed 
staff involvement 

Identify and provide 
training. 
Staff appraisals to 
include reference to 
actions required to 
achieve training and 
multi skill objectives. 

All staff appraised by 
June 2007 and training 
calendar developed by 
August 2006. 

General 
Manager  
 

Appraisals 
complete 
Training Plan 
developed and 
implemented 
 

4. We will be a good 
employer and 
provide leadership 
through a safe and 
productive 
workplace. 

Develop an 
organisational 
culture, which 
acknowledges 
dedication and 
innovation. 
Staff and Elected 
Members to be 
encouraged to 
self/accept 
nomination for 
training which 
develops innovation, 
creativity and lateral 
thought in 
addressing existing 
or new challenges. 

Staff appraisals by 
Supervisor and 
Departmental Manager 
to be completed by June 
of each year. 
 
Monthly Employee of the 
Month to be recognised 
for dedication and 
innovation of employees. 

General 
Manager 

Appraisals 
complete 
 
 
 
Employee of 
the Month 
awarded 
monthly 
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GGEENNEERRAALL  MMAANNAAGGEERR  
 
 

No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 
and Target 

Responsible 
Manager 

Status 

5. Provide training for 
newly elected 
Councillors. 

Ensure that all newly 
elected Councillors are 
provided with the 
necessary training as 
required by the Dept of 
Local Government. 

Completed by March 
2007. 

General Manager N/A 

6. We will provide 
strong local and 
regional leadership. 

Council will encourage 
greater involvement 
and participation in 
regional and state 
activities by its senior 
staff and Council 
representatives. 

Participants reporting to 
Council on the outcomes 
of external meetings 
attended. 
All senior staff active 
members of relevant 
professional groups. 

General Manager Council 
Delegates 
nominated 
Active 
membership 
maintenance 

7. We will ensure that 
Council’s corporate 
planning needs and 
policy decisions 
meet the 
requirements and 
expectations of the 
community and 
comply with the 
legislative 
requirements. 

Council will consult 
widely and 
communicate 
decisions effectively. 

Council’s website will be 
updated regularly and 
contain relevant and 
current information. 
 
Council will advise 
through press releases 
and information passed 
onto Precinct Committee 
and Community Working 
Parties. 

General Manager New website 
operational and 
maintained 

8. We will ensure 
responsible and 
good governance. 

All ordinary meetings 
and special meetings 
of Council are 
appropriately 
advertised to the 
public. 
 
Walgett Shire Strategic 
Plan  
2006-2010 is prepared 
and adopted. 

All meetings are 
advertised to comply with 
the Local Government Act 
1993. 
 
Opportunities are provided 
to the public to address 
agenda items at every 
meeting. 
 
By 30 June 2007 

General Manager Target Met 
 
 
Target Met 
 
Adopted  
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GGEENNEERRAALL  MMAANNAAGGEERR  
 
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

9. Strengthen and 
maintain 
involvement in the 
delivery of services 
to the community 
through a 
transparent process 
of networking and 
partnerships. 

Support and promote 
a coordinated 
approach to planning 
of services with 
youth, families and 
service providers. 
Investigate library 
operations with 
Northern Regional 
Library to improve 
utilisation of library 
resources. 
 
Access child care 
options and 
opportunities for the 
provision of adequate 
child care for families 
in the Shire. 

Continue to assist the 
Walgett Interagency 
Committee with the Shire 
Youth Plan. 
 
 
 
Increase in general activity 
and borrowings in our 
libraries. 
 
 
 
Aim to have greater than 6 
carers in place by April 
2007. Continue support 
with the development of 
Walgett Preschool and 
Long Day Care Centre Inc.  

General Manager Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
Walgett 
borrowings 
increased April 
- June 2007 
Lightning 
Ridge 
borrowings 
remain stable 
for April – June 
2007 
 
1 Carer in 
Collarenebri 
and 1 Carer in 
Lightning 
Ridge 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

1. Consult with the 
Community and 
wider regional 
Council’s to ensure 
ongoing well 
planned and 
appropriate road 
network 
development. 

Council to prepare a 
new five year 
Strategic Road Plan 
for the period 
2007/2012. 

Consultation with Shire 
residents and other local 
organisations. 
 
Completed draft strategy 
by  
December 2006 and 
adopt strategy by March 
2007. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Strategy 
Adopted 

2. To rationalise the 
number of parks and 
sporting grounds 
under the control of 
Council in an effort 
to ensure that few 
facilities, of a 
significantly higher 
standard are 
provided. 

Make Engineering 
Staff available to 
undertake a process 
involving community 
consultation, to 
prepare a report to 
Council on the 
matter. 

Complete a rationalisation 
process in consultation 
with the community and 
sporting groups by 31 
December 2006 

Manager 
Engineering 

Rationalisation 
process 
completed 

3. To actively pursue 
external funding 
opportunities 
relative to 
engineering 
projects. 

Identify a link 
between available 
funding programmes 
and Council projects 
and, working 
particularly with 
community groups, 
prepare and submit 
funding applications. 

A minimum of four funding 
submissions proposed 
and submitted. 
 
Ongoing. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Eleven funding 
submissions to 
date 

4. Provide and 
maintain facilities 
throughout the 
Shire, which meet 
and exceed the 
standard expected 
by locals and 
visitors alike. 

Audit all facilities 
currently available in 
the Shire and assess 
future requirements. 

Community consultation 
on assessed future 
requirements by Council. 
 
Utilisation of Council 
facilities. 
 
Ongoing internal audit of 
Council facilities 

Manager 
Engineering 

This is an 
ongoing matter 
and is difficult to 
report against. 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

5. To provide an 
efficient and reliable 
kerbside domestic 
waste collection 
service. 

Provide a weekly 
kerbside collection 
service to designated 
built up areas. 
 
Respond to 
complaints in a 
timely fashion. 

To provide a minimum of 
one collection service per 
week. 
 
 
Respond within 72 hours 
Ongoing. 

Manager 
Engineering 

There have 
been no 
instances of 
waste collection 
services which 
have not been 
carried out as 
planned.  
Unaware of any 
complaints 
which have not 
been 
responded to in 
a timely 
fashion. 

6. Manage Council 
swimming pools in 
accordance with 
relevant legislation. 

Maintain a frequent 
liaison with the Pool 
Operators’ at each 
facility. 

An increase in total 
patronage. 
 
An amenity which meets 
relevant legislation and 
acceptable standards. 
 
Ongoing 

Manager 
Engineering 

Pool season 
complete. Have 
received data 
for Walgett Pool 
but not 
Collarenebri.  
Lack previous 
data with which 
to compare at 
this stage. 

7. To investigate 
options for improving 
heavy vehicle 
passage through the 
towns of Walgett, 
Lightning Ridge and 
Collarenebri. 

In consultation with 
the Roads and 
Traffic Authority and 
the Community, 
review available 
options and prepare 
a report to Council 
on these options. 

To review the situation 
regarding heavy vehicle 
access through Walgett 
Township by 30 April 2007. 
 
Review heavy vehicle 
passage through Lightning 
Ridge and Collarenebri by 
April 2009. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Have held initial 
meeting with an 
officer from the 
RTA.  Further 
progress on this 
matter will 
occur in early 
2007/08. 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

8. To provide street 
lighting to urban 
areas using energy 
efficient lighting at 
the most competitive 
cost. 

Assess adequacy of 
street lighting in 
Walgett Town area in 
consultation with 
Country Energy and 
the Community in an 
effort to improve 
levels of service and 
efficiency. 
 
Report findings to 
Council. 

Review street lighting in 
the Shire over a three year 
return period, undertaking 
a review in Walgett 
Township in 2006/2007. 
 
Completed by 31 
December 2006. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Completed 

9. To progressively 
remove trees from 
public areas which 
are considered to be 
inappropriate 
because of either 
species type or 
location and where 
appropriate replace 
with a more suitable 
tree. 

Identify trees 
considered to be 
inappropriate after 
consultation with 
Country Energy and / 
or others, and report 
findings to Council. 

Twenty trees removed and 
replaced with trees of 
more appropriate species 
and / or in a better 
location. 
 
Ongoing. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Trees have 
been removed 
from below 
powerlines in 
Arthur Street, 
Walgett and a 
programmed 
replacement, in 
conjunction with 
the school, is 
planned for 
August 2007 

10. To reduce the 
number of 
overloaded vehicles 
using Council’s 
roads network. 

Attend meetings of 
the North West 
Weight of Loads 
Committee and 
analyse breach report 
information. 

A reduction in the number 
of recorded breaches, 
relative to the hours 
worked by Weight of 
Loads Inspectors. 
 
Ongoing. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Two meetings 
of Weight of 
Loads Group 
attended.  
Statistics show 
a reduction in 
breach 
numbers, 
probably largely 
due to seasonal 
factors. 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

11. To identify and 
respond to issues 
which adversely 
affect road safety. 

React to matters 
identified by either 
correction, referral to 
Local Area Traffic 
Committee or referral 
to a future works 
programme. 

Complete inspections on 
Council’s complete public 
roads network. A 
minimum of four times per 
annum. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Inspections of 
the roads 
network have 
been carried out 
in accordance 
with 
requirements. 

12. To close Waste 
Disposal Depots in 
Collarenebri, 
Carinda, Rowena 
and Burren Junction 
and replace these 
facilities with Waste 
Transfer Stations. 

To develop 
proposals to close 
village waste depots 
and introduce 
transfer stations at 
these locations, 
maintaining 
consultation with the 
community and the 
Department of 
Environment and 
Conservation 
throughout the 
process. 

Close Waste Disposal 
Depot at Carinda and 
replace this facility with a 
Waste Transfer Station by  
30 June 2007. 
 
Rowena and Burren 
Junction Waste Disposal 
Depots to be replaced by 
Waste Transfer Stations 
by 30 June 2009. 
 

Manager 
Engineering 

The future of 
waste depots in 
the village areas 
is currently being 
reassessed and 
closure of the 
Carinda facility 
has not 
proceeded 
pending the 
outcome of this 
reassessment.  

13. To provide waste 
disposal facilities in 
Walgett and 
Lightning Ridge 
which meet 
environmental 
standards, as well as 
the ratepayers 
reasonable 
expectations. 

To operate the 
Walgett Waste 
Disposal Depot in 
accordance with 
licence conditions. 
 
Complete pre-
construction activities 
relating to a new 
Waste Disposal 
Depot at Lightning 
Ridge. 

To meet all licence 
conditions applicable to 
the Walgett Waste 
Disposal Depot. 
 
 
To complete pre-
construction activities 
relating to a new Waste 
Disposal Depot at 
Lightning Ridge. 
 
Ongoing. 

Manager 
Engineering 

All licence 
conditions 
applicable to 
Walgett have 
been met. 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, 

Method and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

14. To operate 
sewerage treatment 
and effluent 
disposal schemes 
in Walgett, 
Lightning Ridge 
and Collarenebri in 
accordance with 
legislative 
requirements  

Review the operation of 
all schemes and 
prepare network 
maintenance and 
development plans. 
 
 

Sewerage system chokes 
and overflows do not 
exceed numbers of the 
previous years. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Sewerage 
system chokes 
and overflow 
occurrence in 
2006/07 does 
not exceed the 
level of 
previous years. 

Develop a new pricing 
policy and implement a 
public relations 
programme to 
complement it. 
 

Introduce a charging 
regime for water 
customers based on 
consumption. 

Manager 
Engineering 

It is anticipated 
consumption 
based pricing 
will be 
introduced in 
2008/2009 and 
not 2007/2008 
as provided for 
in the 
management 
plan. 

Repair and install Water 
meters in designated 
urban areas with the 
objective of introducing 
consumption based 
pricing in 2007/2008. 

Functioning water meters 
on all water customers. 

  

15. Implement a user 
pay system that 
also encourages 
efficient water use. 

Maintain customer 
access to water 
conservation information 
through 
savewater.com.au 

On going   
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  
 

No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 
and Target 

Responsible 
Manager 

Status 

Undertake re-
valuation of all 
Council assets. 
 
Develop and 
implement twenty 
year asset 
management plans 
for all infrastructure 
assets. 
 
 
 
 
Undertake an annual 
audit of road and 
bridge asset 
condition. 
 

Completed by December 
2006. 
 
Domestic Waste by 
December 2006 
Council Housing by March 
2007 
Transport infrastructure by 
June 2007 
Water and Sewer by 
December 2007 
Recreation and 
Community assets by 
June 2008 
Administrative assets by 
June 2008 
 
Assess trends in asset 
condition. 

Manager 
Engineering 

A revaluation of 
Council’s assets 
is still 
progressing at a 
slower rate than 
originally 
envisaged 
largely because 
of a continuing 
need to engage 
the Assets 
Officer on other 
tasks at various 
times. 

Develop and 
implement a fifteen 
year plan 
replacement 
program. 
 
 

Completed by March 2007 
 
 

Manager 
Engineering 

Completed. 
Some plant 
rationalisation is 
anticipated 
throughout 
2007/08. 

Maximise availability 
and utilisation of all 
major Council plant. 

75% utilisation by March 
2007 
 
Ongoing 85%availability 
rate 

Manager 
Engineering 

Utilisation rates 
are being 
acheived 

16. 
 
 
 

To professionally 
manage Council’s 
assets and ensure 
reasonable needs of 
Council are met. 
 

Review on an annual 
basis the plant hire 
fees. 

Completed annually Manager 
Engineering 

Plant hire rates 
for 2007/8 have 
been reviewed. 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  
 
 

No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 
and Target 

Responsible 
Manager 

Status 

17. To operate 
aerodromes at 
Walgett and 
Lightning Ridge in 
accordance with 
relevant legislation. 

Maintain daily 
(Monday to Friday) 
safety inspections of 
these aerodromes. 

No breaches of relevant 
legislation. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Aerodrome 
inspections are 
being carried 
out in 
accordance with 
requirements 
with no 
recorded 
serious 
breaches of 
relevant 
legislation. The 
financial loss 
will be some  
$124,000 in 
2006/2007. No  
work has been 
undertaken as 
yet in seeking 
business 
opportunities for 
the 
aerodromes. 
With the 
appointment of 
an Economic 
Development 
Officer, this 
activity can be 
pursued outside 
the engineering 
department.  

  Meet with aerodrome 
users, including RPT 
providers, at least 
annually to discuss 
operations. 

The financial loss of the 
aerodromes is kept below 
$140,000.00. 

  

  Look for business 
opportunities which 
have the potential to 
bring income to the 
aerodromes. 

Ongoing.   
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

18. To provide a water 
supply to Walgett, 
Collarenebri,  
Lightning Ridge, 
Carinda, Cumborah 
and Rowena. 

Respond to any 
decline in water 
quality. 

Adverse results addressed 
where possible. 

Manager 
Engineering 

Where adverse 
test results 
have been 
notified, 
appropriate 
action has 
been taken in 
a timely 
manner. 
Cleaning of 
reservoirs will 
be undertaken 
shortly. 

19. 
 

To introduce annual 
stormwater 
management service 
charges. 

To investigate 
stormwater activities 
in consultation with 
the Walgett Shire 
Community. 
 

Inclusion of the proposed 
stormwater management 
activities in Draft 
Management Plan 
2007/2008 

Manager 
Engineering 

No action 
taken as yet. 
Have met with 
the Namoi 
CMA to plan 
some 
initiatives in 
this area in 
2007/08. 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  CCOORRPPOORRAATTEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 

Activity 
Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

1. Support the 
development of 
active and creative 
community 
members, working in 
partnership with 
community, business 
and Government, 

Actively support, 
develop and 
promote community 
services and 
strategies which 
address existing and 
emerging needs.  

Use Precinct Committees, 
Community Working Parties 
to assist Council with 
community development. 
 
Respond to issues raised 
within thirty days taking 
appropriate 
recommendations to 
Council. 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Ongoing  

2. We will provide an 
efficient timely and 
user friendly 
response to client 
requests and 
concerns. 

Council will maintain 
and improve its 
customer action 
request statistics. 

Customer Action Requests 
System average days 
outstanding <45 days, will 
quarterly average and be 
maintained at 80% 
minimum. 
 
All customer enquiries and 
complaints will be dealt 
within five working days. 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Ongoing and 
within target 

3. Ability to provide 
people with better 
opportunities for 
involvement and 
consultation about 
our decisions. 

Maintain and publish 
policies and 
procedures which 
promote confidence 
in the conduct of 
Council. 

Publish newly approved or 
amended policies on 
Council’s website within 
thirty days of their adoption 
by Council. 

Manager  
Corporate 
Services 

New Website 
operational 
and continually 
updating 
information. 

4. To provide services 
to meet the needs of 
people from cultural 
and linguistic 
backgrounds.  

Prepare Local Ethnic 
Affairs Priorities 
Statement (LEAPS) 
and Action Plan 
2006-2009. 

Completed by December 
2006 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Complete 
Aboriginal 
Liaison Officer 
appointed. 
Cultural 
Awareness 
training 
provided to 
staff. 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  CCOORRPPOORRAATTEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

5. To support 
individuals and 
groups taking 
initiatives to protect, 
restore, enhance 
and conserve the 
environment of the 
area. 

Respond and actively 
support or refer 
initiative from 
community to protect 
the environment. 

The Shire will be involved 
in the Clean Up Australia 
Campaign and any 
environmental initiatives 
with which Council can 
assist. 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Complete, 
initiatives on 
going 

6. Provide an 
organisation that 
displays good 
management and 
strong forward 
planning.. 

Prepare detailed 
Management Plan 
encompassing annual 
operating budget 

Completed by June 2007 Manager 
Corporate 
Services and 
General Manager 

Complete, 
adopted 28th 
June 2007 

  Management Plan and 
Budget Review 
undertaken on a 
quarterly basis. 

Completed October 2006, 
February 2007, April 2007 
and July 2007 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services and 
General Manager 

Complete 

  Rates and Annual 
Charges Outstanding 
reduced by sale of 
land for unpaid rates, 
agreements and 
strong debt recovery 
policy. 

Rates and Annual Charges 
outstanding reduced to 9% 
by June 2010. 
 
Ongoing  

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Ongoing Debt 
recovery.  

  Unrestricted current 
ratio remains at an 
acceptable level of 2:1 

2:00:1 Unrestricted current 
ratio maintained 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services  

On target 

  Debt Service Ratio 
remains below 10% 

Below 10% by June 2007 Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

On target 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  CCOORRPPOORRAATTEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
 
 

No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, 
Method and Target 

Responsible 
Manager 

Status 

7. Provide a secure 
and compliant 
Records 
Management 
Regime. 

Continue with the 
effective “Authority” 
record keeping 
system, in keeping 
with its obligations 
under Australian 
Standards  
(ISO 15489 as 
amended) 

100% operational with 
suitably qualified staff. 
 
Ongoing 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Staff appointed 
and training is 
being 
undertaken 

  Implement electronic 
record keeping for 
assessment of 
effectiveness for 
Council documents 
and records. 

100% operational with 
suitably qualified staff by 
March 2008. 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

In Management 
Plan 2007/2008-
2011/2012 

8. Council to be an 
advocate for social 
matters on behalf of 
the Community. 

Complete Social 
Plan 

Complete by September 
2006. 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

On public 
exhibition 

Report to Council 
achievements of the 
Social Plan 

Completed by March 
2007. 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Plan on public 
exhibition 

  

Continually update 
Council Website. 

Ongoing Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

New Website 
operational with 
updated 
information. 

9. To ensure that 
Information 
Technology is 
adequate for the 
organisation. 

Implement asset 
component of 
“Authority” System to 
ensure more 
effective tracking of 
Council assets. 

Completed by March 
2007 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Conquest 
software 
purchased and 
operational 

  Continually review 
“Authority” System to 
ensure that it is used 
at full capacity. 

Ongoing Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Ongoing 

  Provide ongoing 
training and support 
to all staff. 

Ongoing Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Ongoing 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  CCOORRPPOORRAATTEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

10. To provide quality 
service to all 
customers. 

Measure 
performance through 
the use of a 
Customer 
Satisfaction Survey. 

A minimum of 160 surveys 
per annum, tracking 
individual responses and 
mean averages for each 
survey. 
An average of four to be 
targeted:- 
1= Poor, 2= Fair, 3= Good, 
4= Very Good,  
5= Excellent 
Ongoing 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

On going 

  Review the operation 
of customer service 
area. 

Ongoing Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Monthly 
meetings held 
with staff 

  Further review and 
develop processes 
and procedures to 
ensure optimal 
delivery and 
customer 
satisfaction. 

Ongoing Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Ongoing 

Percentage of staff at 
skill level 2 and 
above is over 60% by 
March 2007 

Ongoing Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Ongoing 11 Reduce expenditure 
– Members and 
Civic resources and 
training when 
required to ensure 
optimal productivity Staff turnover is kept 

at an acceptable 
level of industry 
standard. 

Labour turnover is below 
average industry standard. 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

On going staff 
training and 
development 
and 
consultation 
with staff 

12. To network with 
other Councils and 
the State 
Government funding 
providers to achieve 
major sustainable 
benefits through 
tourism and 
visitation programs. 

Complete Tourism 
Marketing Plan. 

Completed September 
2006 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Complete 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  CCOORRPPOORRAATTEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

13. To provide the Shire 
with a new 
identification 
through a new 
tourism logo. 

Adoption of a new 
Shire Tourism Logo. 

Adopt a Shire Logo by 
August 2006 

Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Deferred until 
2007/8 

14. To provide an image 
of Walgett Shire that 
presents as a 
tourism destination. 

Develop a program 
to improve 
presentation of shire 
towns and entrances. 

Completed by July 2007 Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Economic 
Development 
Officer 
appointed 
March 2007. 
Signage audit 
on public 
display. 
CTC funding 
Application 
complete June 
2007. 

15. To make information 
regarding structured 
tour options 
available to all 
visitors to the Shire. 

Review and update 
existing tourism 
information and 
pamphlets. 

Completed by April 2007 Manager 
Corporate 
Services 

Ongoing, New 
pamphlets July 
2007 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  AANNDD  RREEGGUULLAATTIIOONN  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, Method 

and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

1. To promptly and 
professionally assess 
development 
proposals. 

Process Complying 
Development 
Applications. 
 
Process Construction 
Certificate and 
Development 
Applications 

90% of complete 
applications are finalised 
within 7days. 
 
80% of complete 
applications are finalised 
within 40 days. 

Manager 
Planning and 
Regulation 

Average 4 
days, median 2 
days. 
 
Average and 
median of 26 
days 

2. To develop a Local 
Environmental Plan 
that brings Walgett 
Shire’s local planning 
arrangements in line 
with current New 
South Wales 
standards. 

Prepare and adopt a 
land use study and 
strategy. 
Prepare and adopt a 
Local Environmental 
Plan based on the 
land use study and 
strategy. 

Currently in draft form and 
due for finalisation by 
June 2006.  
 
Draft Environmental Plan 
to be finalised by 
December 2006 

Manager 
Planning and 
Regulation 

Target not met 
due to ongoing 
consultation 
with DPI & 
DoP 
 
N/A 

3. To provide 
companion animal 
management and 
control services. 

(a) Address 
emergency situations 
where dogs are 
attacking people and 
animals. 

(a) All attacks are 
investigated within 24 
hours of notification. 

Manager 
Planning and 
Regulation  

Target Met 

  (b) Microchipping of 
companion animals. 

(b) 90% of animals are 
microchipped within three 
working days of request. 

 Target Met 

4. To ensure that 
dilapidated premises 
and environmental 
health matters are 
addressed to 
minimise risks to the 
public. 

Complaints will be 
promptly investigated. 

Action will be taken within 
two weeks to address 
90% of complaints 
received. 

Manager 
Planning and 
Regulation 

Target Met 

5. Minimise the risk of 
significant 
environmental 
pollution. 

Respond to major 
pollution incidents. 

All reported major 
incidents are investigated 
within 24 hours. 

Manager 
Planning and 
Regulation 

No incidents 
reported 
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MMAANNAAGGEERR  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  AANNDD  RREEGGUULLAATTIIOONN  
 
No Mission Aim 2006/2007 Activity Measurement, 

Method and Target 
Responsible 

Manager 
Status 

6. We will responsibly 
manage planning 
and environmental 
issues, while taking 
into account the 
needs of the 
community and we 
will update means 
of acquiring 
information for 
users. 

Integration of GIS 
(Geographical 
Information System) 
into present 
corporate software 
package. 

Continual operational 
updates. 

Manager 
Planning and 
Regulation 

Further work 
required to 
address 
unmatched 
data.  To be 
undertaken by 
GIS 
coordinator 
when skills 
developed to 
appropriate 
level. 

7. To monitor algal 
blooms within the 
Namoi and Barwon 
Rivers. 

Submit samples of 
river water from 
Collarenebri and 
Walgett to the 
Department of 
Natural Resources 
for analysis of algal 
content. 

Samples are submitted 
on a weekly basis in 
summer and fortnightly in 
winter. 

Manager 
Planning and 
Regulation 

Target 
generally met. 

8. To provide a water 
supply to Walgett, 
Collarenebri, 
Lightning Ridge, 
Carinda, Cumborah 
and Rowena. 

Undertake a regular 
programme of 
sampling and testing 
to check water 
quality. 

Monthly sampling of 
water supply. 

Manager 
Planning and 
Regulation 

Target Met. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 4 
 
Subject: Section 733 – Bankstown City Council 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 215/05/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends payment of legal costs following a High Court legal action by 
Bankstown City Council to obtain a proper interpretation of Section 733 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council has received correspondence and an invoice from the Local Government and 
Shires Association seeking a contribution form Council towards the cost of a successful 
appeal action in the High Court by Bankstown City Council.  
 
The initial action was in relation to a matter between Bankstown City Council and Alamdo 
Holdings, a land owner within the city area. The case was in relation to the coverage 
extended to Councils by Section 733 of the Local Government Act.  
 
Bankstown City Council sought the agreement of the Local Government and Shires 
Associations by putting forward that the matter being appealed was of great importance to 
all Councils. If the initial judgement was allowed to stand it would set a precedent allowing 
other land owners in similar circumstances to make claims against Councils. 
 
The Local Government and Shires Association have advised that Bankstown City Council 
were successful in their High Court legal action. The Joint Executives of the Associations 
have given approval for these costs to be sought and Council is now requested to assist by 
forwarding payment for Council’s contribution towards these legal costs. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Letter from Local Government and Shires Association of New South Wales 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Local Government and Shires Association 
• Bankstown City Council 
• Walgett Shire Council 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
17 July 2007   Page 29 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
$7,864.32 to be funded from the Legal Expenses Budget for 2007/2008 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council approve payment of $7,864.32 from Council’s Legal Expenses Budget 
for 2007/2008 towards legal costs for the High Court legal action to obtain a proper 
interpretation of Section 733 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 5 
 
Subject: 101 Fox Street, Walgett - Rescission Motion 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 005/02/09/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that a rescission motion be adopted with regard to the demolition 
of the building located at 101 Fox Street, (Lot 81, DP 713774) Walgett and presents further 
motions that the property be prepared for sale.  
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
At its 20 February 2007 meeting Council resolved the following: 
 
32/07 – 101 Fox Street Walgett 
 
RESOLUTION: - 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that:- 
 
1. Council demolish the building at 101 Fox Street, (Lot 81, DP 713774) Walgett and the 
 site be sold as vacant land after it has been reclassified as operational land. 
 
2. Council relocate the northern boundary fence to the lot boundary. 
 
Carried. 
 
Since this meeting Council has received correspondence and met with members of the 
community that are requesting that the property not be demolished but instead be sold for 
use as a private residence.  
 
The point of view being brought to Council is that domestic accommodation is not readily 
available in Walgett and removal of this house as an opportunity for purchase adds to the 
problem. 
 
In response, a further inspection of the property has been undertaken and quotations are 
being sought to carry out relatively minor repairs, glazing works and replacement of the 
verandah gauze so that the house may be sold as habitable. It is thought that the repairs 
being undertaken before sale will meet Councils need for beautifying  
Fox Street, Walgett and potentially increase Councils return on the property at sale. 
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Although a previous report considered that “to undertake minimal repairs and then offer the 
property for sale is considered to be a riskier option then demolition and subsequent sale” 
the need for housing in the community is seen as reason to proceed with repairs and sale. 
It is felt that the best option for the sale of the property is to be by way of on-site public 
auction. 
 
It should be noted that the northern boundary fence line does not sit on the lot boundary 
and this will be rectified prior to the sale of the property. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Inspection Report  
• Report to 20 February Council meeting 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The cost of repairs to the building should be covered by the price achieved by the sale.  
 
Any proceeds from the sale be allocated to :- 
 
Revenues – Council Assets Sale of Dwellings / Properties 
 
RECISION MOTION 
 
That Resolution 32/07 101 Fox Street Walgett, Part 1 (as reprinted below) resolved at 
the Council Meeting held on 20 February 2007 be rescinded. 
 
32/07 – 101 Fox Street Walgett 
 
RESOLUTION: - 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that:- 
 
1. Council demolish the building at 101 Fox Street, (Lot 81, DP 713774) Walgett 
 and the site be sold as vacant land after it has been reclassified as operational 
 land. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council carry out minor repairs, window glazing and re-gauze the front 

verandah at 101 Fox Street, Walgett. 
 
2. That Council offer the property located at 101 Fox Street,  

(Lot 81, DP 713774) for sale at public auction. 
 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
17 July 2007   Page 34 

 
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 6 
 
Subject: Regional Road 329 - Funding 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 195/04/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Council has received a letter from the Rowena Precinct Committee with regard to funding 
offered to assist with a Council application for grant funds for  
Regional Road 329 Collarenebri to Burren Junction under the Strategic Regional Program 
in 2006. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
In support of an application for funding under the Strategic Regional Program in 2006 the 
Rowena Precinct Committee made an offer of a $200,000.00 contribution towards the road 
sealing. This amount was offered contingent on the entire length of road between Burren 
Junction and Rowena being sealed.  
 
For the 2006 round of funding Council made application for reconstruction and sealing of 
three roads, being RR329, Collarenebri to Burren Junction, RR333, Walgett to Carinda and 
RR457, Collarenebri to Mungindi. RR457 was successful in gaining funding of $2.1 million 
at that time.  
 
Subsequent to this, the Commonwealth Government reconsidered the original funding 
applications in early 2007 and Council was granted additional funding of $2.8 million each 
for both RR329 and RR333.  
 
Council has now received a further letter from the Rowena Precinct Committee which is 
reproduced below. 
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In considering whether the waiver of the contribution should be granted by Council, as 
suggested in the letter above, the original offer of funding did not give the RR329 
application any advantage in the first funding round. The funding agreement from the 
Commonwealth makes no mention of the offer by the Rowena Precinct Committee. The 
original offer was contingent on the total length of road being sealed and Council staff are 
confident that this will be achieved within the total funding allocated. 
 
Therefore given that the offer of a $200,000.00 contribution was made by the community, 
Council could call upon the residents to commit the money as the grant was gained. 
Council should consider though that no perceived advantage was obtained in that RR329 
was not funded in the initial round.  
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As work is not programmed to begin on the road until the 2008/2009 Financial Year 
Council could consider at the time of setting the relevant budget whether the contribution is 
required or could be otherwise funded. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Letters from the Rowena Precinct Committee. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council  
• Rowena Precinct Committee 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council advise the Rowena Precinct Committee that it is not at this 
 time willing to waive the $200,000.00 contribution as offered. 
 
2. That Council reconsider the need for the $200,000.00 contribution at the 
 time of setting the 2008/2009 Financial Year Budget and Management Plan. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 7 
 
Subject: Lightning Ridge Community Church 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 235/06/34/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Council has received a request from the Lightning Ridge Community Church asking 
Council to donate a block of land.  
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
A letter dated 2 May 2007 from Mrs Margaret Mansfield, Treasurer, The Parish Council, 
Lightning Ridge Community Church is requesting that Council support the church by 
donating a block of land. The intention is to allow the church to either relocate the Vicar’s 
residence and build a new hall on that site or build a new residence on the donated land 
and renovate the existing residence into a hall. 
 
The Lightning Ridge Community Church states Council’s support will enable them to better 
deliver youth programs in Lightning Ridge. Those services that are currently being 
provided are said to be well attended but the church facilities are unable to comfortably 
provide them. 
 
The Church has come to Council seeking its support due to the current economic climate 
brought on by the ongoing drought and downturn in the farming and opal mining industries, 
and similarly to the support shown to the Serbian Church in  
Lightning Ridge by the resolution of Council in November 1993. 
 
Council does have suitable freehold land within Lightning Ridge that could be provided to 
the Church for residential purposes. The main difference between the request from the 
Lightning Ridge Community Church and the Serbian Church is that the  
Serbian Church was granted land to allow the initial establishment of a Church in  
Lightning Ridge. The agreement was subject to continued operation of the Serbian Church 
for a period of ten years.  Whereas the request from the Lightning Ridge Community 
Church is for additional land to increase its service provision to the community.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Letter from Lightning Ridge Community Church 
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Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Lightning Ridge Community Church  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The cost to Council would be the land value for any land provided. Any legal fees incurred 
by the transfer should be the responsibility of the Church. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council advise the Lightning Ridge Community Church that it will not donate 
land. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 8 
 
Subject: Pesticide Notification Plan 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 175/02/07/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council place on public exhibition for a period of 28 days a 
Pesticide Notification Plan. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
It is a requirement of the Pesticides Regulation 1995 that Council adopts and utilises a 
Pesticide Notification Plan. 
 
A draft plan has been developed by Council staff that sets out how Walgett Shire Council 
will notify members of the community of pesticide applications it makes or allows to be 
made to public places that it owns or controls. 
 
The draft plan has been based on the Pesticide Use Notification Template as provided by 
the Department of Environment and Climate Change.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Pesticide Use Notification Plan – available separately. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council and Community 
• Department of Environment and Climate Change 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council publish a notice in the Walgett Spectator and Lightning Ridge 
 News that it has placed on public exhibition a Pesticide Use Notification 
 Plan. 
 
2. That the draft Pesticide Use Notification Plan be placed on public 
 exhibition at the Walgett Shire Council Chambers and on Council’s  website. 
 
3. That public comments will be received on the draft Pesticide Use 
 Notification Plan until 4.00pm on Thursday 16 August 2007. 
 
4. That a report be presented to Council following the closing of public 
 submissions on Thursday, 16 August 2007. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 9 
 
Subject: Professional Institute Memberships and Accreditations 
 
Author: Stephen McLean – General Manager 
 
File No: 235/07/02/00, 235/07/03/00, 235/07/04/00, 004/12/03/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
At the July 2005 meeting, Council resolved to adopt a policy regarding the subsidising of 
fees for staff members of professional institutes. This policy has been reviewed inline with 
the Management Plan and is resubmitted for approval. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
A number of professional Council staff maintain membership and accreditation through 
institutes, whilst others do not.  This policy allows Walgett Shire Council to support the cost 
of accreditation and membership where such memberships are directly relevant to the 
employee’s role with the Council and there are significant benefits for Council. 
 
Walgett Shire Council often seeks staff to fill positions that have relevant work experience, 
appropriate tertiary qualifications and are eligible for membership and/or accreditation with 
relevant institutes for particular professions. The intent of seeking staff that are eligible to 
participate in such institutes is that the organisations set specific membership and/or 
accreditation criteria, which provides an assurance to Council that they meet defined 
standards for training, skills and experience. 
 
Examples of key institutes for professional staff include: 
 
• General Managers – Local Government Managers Australia. 
• Accountants – Local Government Finance Professionals. 
• Works Engineers - Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia. 
• Design Engineers - Engineers Australia. 
• Town Planners - Planning Institute of Australia. 
• Building Surveyors - Australian Institute of Building Surveyors. 
• Environmental Health Officers - Australian Institute of Environmental Health. 
 
Membership and accreditation also typically involves undertaking training to meet the 
requirements of particular institutes for the accumulation of continuing professional 
development (CPD) ‘points’.  Inadequate training may result in an institute revoking 
membership or accreditation. 
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Membership and accreditation benefits Council and the community through: 
 
• Ensuring staff meet the membership standards specified by the organisation, which 

are typically based on qualifications and experience. 
• Providing structured CPD programs that force staff to keep their skills current. 
• Staff receiving regular newsletters and journals with details of legislative changes, 

examples of best practice and innovation, etc. 
• Applying code of ethics requirements to members. 
 
It is ideal that professional staff members maintain membership and/or accreditation with a 
relevant professional organisation. Despite eligibility however, some staff do not maintain 
membership for reasons such as cost or a reluctance to commit to CPD programs. 
 
It is recommended that Walgett Shire Council should actively encourage professional staff 
to become or remain members of professional institutes, and where appropriate, to seek or 
maintain accreditation with such organisations by supporting the cost of membership and 
accreditation. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Professional Memberships Subsidies Policy 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council and staff. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Any additional expenditure incurred, will depend on the number of staff eligible for 
membership and/or accreditation. Costs will be met from existing training budgets. Staff 
identified as likely to be eligible for full or associate memberships include engineers, 
building surveyors, planners and environmental health officers.  
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Walgett Shire Council resolve to approve the attached document 
 entitled “Professional Memberships Subsidies Policy”. 
 
2. That this policy be reviewed in June 2008 and considered for inclusion in 
 the 2008/2009 Management Plan. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 
JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 10 
 
Subject: Execution of Transfer Documents 
  Sale of Land from Walgett Shire Council to Angela Mary Smith 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 25/05/01/77 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report seeks Council’s approval for the affixing of the Council Seal for execution of the 
Transfer Document for the sale of:- 
 
• Lot 9 Sec 2 DP 758889 – Middle Street, Rowena 
• Lot 10, Sec 17, DP 758227 – Wilga Street, Carinda 
• Lot 62, DP 753953 – Middle Street, Rowena 
• Lot 20, Sec 1, DP 758849 – Collarenebri Road, Pokataroo 
• Lot 1, DP 226811 – Colless Street, Come-By-Chance 
• Lot 7, Sec 17, DP 758227 – Colin Street, Carinda 
• Lot 3, DP 13603 – Colless Street, Come-By-Chance 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council resolved at its meeting held on 15 May 2007 to execute the Contracts for Sale for 
the following properties:- 
 
• Lot 9 Sec 2 DP 758889 – Middle Street, Rowena 
• Lot 10, Sec 17, DP 758227 – Wilga Street, Carinda 
• Lot 62, DP 753953 – Middle Street, Rowena 
• Lot 20, Sec 1, DP 758849 – Collarenebri Road, Pokataroo 
• Lot 1, DP 226811 – Colless Street, Come-By-Chance 
• Lot 7, Sec 17, DP 758227 – Colin Street, Carinda 
• Lot 3, DP 13603 – Colless Street, Come-By-Chance 
 
Council’s Solicitors, Booth, Brown, Samuels and Olney have now forwarded the Transfer 
Documents for Council’s execution. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Transfer by a Local Council Document 
• Council Minutes – 15 May 2007 
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Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Purchasers 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council approve the affixing of the Council Seal for the execution of the 
Transfer by a Local Council Document for the following properties: 
 
Lot 9 Sec 2 DP 758889 – Middle Street, Rowena 
Lot 10, Sec 17, DP 758227 – Wilga Street, Carinda 
Lot 62, DP 753953 – Middle Street, Rowena 
Lot 20, Sec 1, DP 758849 – Collarenebri Road, Pokataroo 
Lot 1, DP 226811 – Colless Street, Come-By-Chance 
Lot 7, Sec 17, DP 758227 – Colin Street, Carinda 
Lot 3, DP 13603 – Colless Street, Come-By-Chance 
 
and that the General Manager and Administrator be authorised to sign the 
documents. 
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Attachment 
 
 
112/07 – Contracts for Sale of Land (Report Tabled At Meeting) 
 
RESOLUTION: - 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that Council approve the execution of 
the Contracts for Sale of:- 
 
Lot 9 Sec 2 DP 758889 – Middle Street, Rowena 
Lot 10, Sec 17, DP 758227 – Wilga Street, Carinda 
Lot 62, DP 753953 – Middle Street, Rowena 
Lot 20, Sec 1, DP 758849 – Collarenebri Road, Pokataroo 
Lot 1, DP 226811 – Colless Street, Come-By-Chance 
Lot 7, Sec 17, DP 758227 – Colin Street, Carinda 
Lot 3, DP 13603 – Colless Street, Come-By-Chance 
 
under seal and that the General Manager and Administrator be authorised to sign the 
documents. 
 
Carried. 
 



SHIRE OF WALGETT – AGENDA 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
17 July 2007   Page 53 

 
MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 
JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 11 
 
Subject: Walgett and District Tourism Association Incorporated – Brochure Printing 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 180/08/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends Council’s approval for a financial contribution to be made to the 
Walgett and District Tourism Association Incorporated for the printing of  
Walgett Township Brochures. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council has received correspondence from the Walgett and District Tourism Association 
Incorporated advising that the Association had completed and produced an A3 (folded) 
Tourist Brochure capturing information regarding the township of Walgett. 
 
The Association advises that a commitment was made by the previous Administrator to 
contribute half the costs of printing the Tourist Brochures. 
 
There was no allocation made in the 2006/2007 budget to cover the costs associated with 
the brochure printing however due to the above commitment it is recommended that 
$719.80 be paid from Tourism – Advertising and Publicity.  The total cost to reprint the 
brochure is $1439.59. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Correspondence received from Walgett and District Tourism Association Incorporated 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett and District Tourism Association 
• Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
That $719.80 be paid from Expenditure – Tourism – Advertising & Publicity (2006/2007). 
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Recommendation: 
 
That $719.80 be paid to Walgett and District Tourism Association Incorporated from 
Expenditure – Tourism – Advertising & Publicity (2006/2007) for half the costs of 
printing the Walgett Township Brochures. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 
JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 12 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Small Debt Write Off Policy and Procedures 
 
Author: Myrene Lovegrove-Accountant 
 
File No: 004/12/03/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council adopt the Walgett Shire Council Small Debt Write off 
Policy and Procedures. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
As part of year end process, small debts under $5.00 were identified.  An attempt to 
recover these debts would not be cost effective. The Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 states that Council can write off these debts by resolution of Council. 
 
Part 5, Division 3, Clause 131 states: 
Procedures for writing off rates and charges 
(1)  The council must, from time to time, by resolution, fix the amount of rates and 

charges above which any individual rate or charge may be written off only by 
resolution of the council. 

(2)  An amount of rates or charges of or below that amount can be written off either 
by resolution of the council or by order in writing of the council’s general 
manager. In the absence of a resolution under subclause (1), rates and 
charges can be written off only by resolution of the council. 

(3)  A resolution or order writing off an amount of rates or charges must:  
(a) specify the name of the person whose debt is being written off, and 
(b) identify the account concerned, and 
(c) specify the amount written off, 

 or must refer to a record kept by the council in which those particulars are  
 recorded. 
(4) An amount of rates or charges can be written off under this clause only:  

(a) if there is an error in the assessment, or 
(b) if the amount is not lawfully recoverable, or 
(c) as a result of a decision of a court, or 
(d) if the council or the general manager believes on reasonable grounds 

that an attempt to recover the amount would not be cost effective. 
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(5)  The fact that an amount of rates or charges is written off under this clause 
 does not prevent the council concerned from taking legal proceedings to 
 recover the amount. 
(6)  The general manager must advise the council of rates and charges  written 
off by written order of the general manager. 
 
Part 9, Division 5, Clause 213 states: 
 
Restrictions on writing off debts to a council 
(1)  This clause does not apply to amounts owed to a council for rates or other 

charges for which the Act, or any other regulation in force under the Act, 
makes specific provision for writing off those amounts in specified 
circumstances. 

(2)  A council must from time to time, by resolution, fix an amount above which 
debts to the council may be written off only by resolution of the council. 

(3)  A debt of or below that amount can be written off either by resolution of the 
council or by order in writing of the council’s general manager. In the absence 
of a resolution under subclause (2), the council’s debts can be written off only 
by resolution of the council. 

(4)  A resolution or order writing off a debt to a council must:  
(a) specify the name of the person whose debt is being written off, and 
(b) identify the account concerned, and 
(c) specify the amount of the debt, 
or must refer to a record kept by the council in which those particulars are 
recorded. 

(5)  A debt can be written off under this clause only:  
(a) if the debt is not lawfully recoverable, or 
(b) as a result of a decision of a court, or 
(c) if the council or the general manager believes on reasonable grounds 

that an attempt to recover the debt would not be cost effective. 
(6)  The fact that a debt is written off under this clause does not prevent the 
 council concerned from taking legal proceedings to recover the debt. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Local Government Act 1993 
• Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 Part 5, Division 3, Clause 131 
• Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 Part 9, Division 5, Clause 213 
 
 
 
 
Stakeholders: 
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• Walgett shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Council Rate Payers 
• Walgett Shire Sundry Debtors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Outstanding rate assessments and debtors under $5.00 to be written off as at 30th June 
each financial year. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council adopt the Walgett Shire Council Small Debt Write Off Policy and 

Procedures as tabled. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 
JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 13 
 
Subject: Amendment to Purchasing Policy 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 004/12/03/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council note the amendment made to Council’s Purchasing 
Policy and Procedures document that was adopted at the June 2007 Council Meeting. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council’s Purchasing Policy was adopted at the Council meeting held on 
Tuesday, 19 June 2007. 
 
There was an omission in the Policy under the sub heading Clause A – Quotation 
Requirements.  
 
Clause A – Quotation Requirements should have included the following point:- 
 
• A minimum of three written quotations must be obtained 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council Purchasing Policy and Procedures (not attached) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council adopt the “Walgett Shire Council Purchasing Policy and 
 Procedures” to include the following amendment under the sub heading 
 “Clause A – Quotation Requirements”: 
 

• A minimum of three written quotations must be obtained. 
 

CLAUSE A – QUOTATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Calls for quotations must be advertised publicly, by written invitation, advertisement in the local 
newspaper, radio station or verbally, via phone or face to face interaction.  The General Manager 
may waive this requirement in exceptional / emergency circumstances or if advertising a similar call 
for quotations has previously occurred within a reasonable timeframe. 
 
When requesting quotations, Council officers will provide the following information:- 
 
1. Records File Number 

2. Description and specifications of the goods or services 

3. Quantity required 

4. Name and contact information to who quotes and enquiries should be directed 

5. Deliver and lead-time if applicable 

6. Delivery location – if applicable 

7. Closing date, which allows reasonable time for response 

 
• A minimum of three written quotations must be obtained. 
 
• All quotations must be received and registered through Council’s records system and placed on 

the appropriate file. 
 
• Reference to the records file that holds the details of all quotations received must be recorded 

on the order. 
 
• Evaluation of quotations must be on price, specification, contractor’s previous performance and 

operational considerations such as availability, if applicable.  An evaluation of quotation form 
must be completed and placed on the relevant records file, even if no quotations are to be 
accepted. 

 
• All persons/ organisations who have submitted a quote must be advised in writing of the results. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 
JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 14 
 
Subject: Investment Review Report - 2007 
 
Author: Emma Darcy – Manager Corporate Services 
 
File No: 180/02/01/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
Council’s Investment Policy was reviewed and adopted at the June 2007 meeting. This 
report details investment performance for the past twelve months as required by the policy. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council Investment Policy states that: 
 

Annual Review – Investment performance will be reviewed at the end of each financial 
year, and the outcomes will be reported to Council. The investment policy will also be 
reviewed at this time.  

 
Investment income continues to provide a sound return on Councils investment of 
$10,800,000 as at 30 June 2007. 
 
All investments are within the policy and are made in accordance with provisions of the 
Local Government Act 1993 and are by Order of the Minister.  
 
At present there are two investments that were invested with FIIG Securities being: 
 
• Commonwealth Bank of Australia – Callable Range Accrual Note - $500,000 due to 

mature 16th December 2010 - 7.5% yield between 4.5% and 6.5% - Aa2 credit rating 
by Moody’s. Interest is currently accruing at a rate of 7.5%. 

 
• Royal Bank of Canada – Callable Range Accrual Note - $500,000 due to mature 16th 

March 2011 – 7.7% yield between 4.75% and 6.5% - Aa3 credit rating by Moody’s. No 
interest is currently accruing as the upper barrier for Year 2 is 6.25% and 6.5% for 
years 3, 4 and 5. 

 
Both of these investments have returned interest at the stated yield but Bank Bills Swap 
Reference (BBSW) is presently at 6.45% at the date of writing this report which is 
marginally within the upper barrier for the Commonwealth Bank of Australia (CBA) accrual 
note and not within the upper barrier for the Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) accrual note. 
The cost to withdraw these facilities is $100,000 for RBC and $78,750 for CBA. There is 
not a capital loss risk associated with maintaining the current status with the investments, 
however if interest rates continue to increase above 6.5% there will be no interest return on 
these investments. 
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The estimated investment return will be $105,000 for CBA over the next 3 years, 6 months 
and $112,500 for RBC for 3 years, 9 months. These investments have been carefully 
monitored by the Finance staff over the past two months and due to the uncertainty on 
interest rates at present it would be recommended to maintain the investments in their 
present state.  
 
The results for interest on investments is as follows: 
 

Investments & Interest - 2007 Financial year 
As at 30/06/2007 

       

NO# Investment held with Terms / 
Days Date Due Amount Invested Interest Paid 

Annual 
Interest 
Return 

341/05 Bankwest 365 09-Aug-06 $300,000.00 $17,550.00 5.85% 
350/05 Westpac 307 08-Aug-06 $300,000.00 $13,878.08 5.50% 
356/05 NAB 365 30-Nov-06 $500,000.00 $28,150.00 5.63% 
357/05 Westpac 335 01-Nov-06 $500,000.00 $25,928.08 5.65% 
360/05 CBA 183 10-Dec-06 $300,000.00 $8,498.22 5.65% 
367/06 Bank of QLD 182 15-Aug-06 $250,000.00 $7,117.95 5.71% 
370/06 IMB 152 18-Jul-06 $200,000.00 $4,814.03 5.78% 
372/06 IMB 363 06-Mar-07 $500,000.00 $29,388.08 5.91% 
375/06 LGFS 123 11-Jul-06 $300,000.00 $5,752.36 5.69% 
376/06 Bankwest 165 22-Aug-06 $500,000.00 $12,996.58 5.75% 
377/06 NAB 186 12-Sep-06 $500,000.00 14,217.54 5.58% 
380/06 IMB 119 25-Jul-06 $300,000.00 5,623.97 5.75% 
381/06 Citibank 92 11-Jul-06 $250,000.00 3,591.78 5.70% 
382/06 FIIG - Savings & Loans 183 11-Oct-06 $500,000.00 14,792.79 5.90% 
383/06 IMB 161 26-Sep-06 $300,000.00 7,780.83 5.88% 
386/06 LGFS 154 17-Oct-06 $500,000.00 12,509.86 5.93% 
388/06 Suncorp 111 05-Sep-06 $500,000.00 9,047.26 5.95% 
389/06 CBA 160 24-Oct-06 $300,000.00 7,798.36 5.93% 
390/06 FIIG - ACCU 68 01-Aug-06 $500,000.00 5,186.71 5.57% 
391/06 Bankwest 96 29-Aug-06 $300,000.00 4,742.14 6.01% 
392/06 Investec 90 14-Aug-06 $500,000.00 7,836.85 6.36% 
393/06 Bankwest 180 05-Dec-06 $500,000.00 15,115.07 6.13% 
394/06 Bank of QLD 189 19-Dec-06 $500,000.00 15,689.59 6.06% 
395/06 Citibank 92 13-Sep-06 $500,000.00 7,527.46 5.97% 
396/06 FIIG - CBA 92 16-Sep-06 $500,000.00 9,452.05 7.50% 
397/06 FIIG - Royal Bank Canada 92 16-Sep-06 $500,000.00 9,915.00 7.87% 
398/06 FIIG - Savings & Loans 195 11-Jan-07 $250,000.00 8,347.60 6.25% 
399/07 Citibank 91 10-Oct-06 $250,000.00 3,834.66 6.15% 
400/07 LGFS 154 12-Dec-06 $300,000.00 7,657.81 6.05% 
401/07 Westpac 161 16-Jan-07 $300,000.00 7,794.90 5.89% 
402/07 Bankwest 167 22-Jan-07 $300,000.00 8,622.90 6.28% 
403/07 Bank of QLD 168 30-Jan-07 $250,000.00 7,398.90 6.43% 
404/07 Citibank 169 06-Feb-07 $500,000.00 15,096.03 6.52% 
405/07 Citibank 187 20-Feb-07 $300,000.00 9,790.60 6.37% 
406/07 NAB 138 02-Jan-07 $300,000.00 6,834.99 6.03% 
407/07 FIIG - Comminvest 180 13-Feb-07 $500,000.00 15,202.74 6.17% 
408/07 FIIG - ACCU 200 06-Mar-07 $500,000.00 17,890.41 6.53% 
409/07 FIIG - Savings & Loans 193 27-Feb-07 $500,000.00 17,026.30 6.44% 
410/07 Bankwest 203 13-Mar-07 $500,000.00 17,797.26 6.40% 
411/07 Bankwest 203 20-Mar-07 $300,000.00 10,728.41 6.43% 
412/07 Suncorp 203 27-Mar-07 $500,000.00 17,741.64 6.38% 
413/07 NAB 202 03-Apr-07 $500,000.00 17,213.29 6.22% 
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414/07 Citibank 209 10-Apr-07 $500,000.00 18,237.40 6.37% 
415/07 FIIG - CBA 91 16-Dec-06 $500,000.00 2,773.95 2.23% 
416/07 FIIG - Royal Bank Canada 91 18-Dec-06 $500,000.00 2,636.98 2.12% 
417/07 IMB 203 17-Apr-07 $300,000.00 10,611.62 6.36% 
418/07 FIIG - Savings & Loans 195 24-Apr-07 $500,000.00 17,176.03 6.43% 
419/07 LGFS 196 01-May-07 $500,000.00 17,406.16 6.48% 
420/07 Westpac 188 08-May-07 $500,000.00 16,119.26 6.26% 
421/07 Bank of QLD 147 15-May-07 $500,000.00 13,109.18 6.51% 
422/07 FIIG - CBA 87 16-Mar-07 $500,000.00 9,246.60 7.76% 
423/07 FIIG - Royal Bank Canada 88 16-Mar-07 $500,000.00 0.00 0.00% 
424/07 NAB 90 02-Apr-07 $300,000.00 4,593.70 6.21% 
425/07 FIIG - Savings & Loans 131 22-May-07 $250,000.00 5,930.89 6.61% 
426/07 Bankwest 126 29-May-07 $300,000.00 6,920.63 6.68% 
427/07 Bank of QLD 126 05-Jun-07 $250,000.00 5,583.70 6.47% 
428/07 Citibank 133 19-Jun-07 $500,000.00 11,751.37 6.45% 
430/07 Citibank 126 26-Jun-07 $300,000.00 6,629.01 6.40% 
435/07 FIIG - CBA 94 18-Jun-07 $500,000.00 6,780.80 5.27% 
436/07 FIIG - Royal Bank Canada 94 18-Jun-07 $500,000.00 0.00 0.00% 

       
   Totals: $24,350,000.00 $649,386.36  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Investment Order (of the Minister) dated 15 July 2005 
• Walgett Shire Council Investment Policy adopted 19 June 2007 
• FIIG Securities Range accrual Investment Sheet 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• FIIG Securities 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil interest on RBC Range Accrual and CBA Range Accrual if BBSW rate is over 6.25% 
and 6.55% respectively. Interest rate will be at 7.7% and 7.5% respectively for interest 
rates within the predetermined range. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council note the Investment Review Report - 2006/2007. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 15 
 
Subject: Monthly Management Report to 30 June 2007 
 
Author: Myrene Lovegrove  - Accountant 
 
File No: 145/04/27/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report presents to Council the quarterly financial review for the period ending  
30 June 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The quarterly review is a statutory requirement under the Local Government Financial 
Management Regulation 1999, Part 2 Clause 7 and is an essential aspect of Council’s 
financial management. 
 
At the Council meeting held on 22 June 2006, Council adopted the 2006 – 2007 
Management Plan, which incorporated the annual budget for Council for 2006/2007. 
 
General Budgetary Position 
 
This review analyses the financial performance of the Council for the fourth quarter ending 
30 June 2007, comparing actual expenditure and revenue against the budget. Council’s 
budgetary position for the quarter ended 30 June 2007 is financially sound. The reviewed 
Budgeted surplus was $191,677 and at the end of June the surplus based on actuals was 
$1,375,038. The above financial position does not reflect the year end adjustments, which 
will be finalised prior to the preparation of the General Purpose Financial Reports. 
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Original 
Budget Revised Budget Actuals % of Budget

Corporate Services
Income
River Towns 131,000            131,000            58,769-              -45%
Corporate Services 26,000              26,000              30,915              119%
Human Resources -                   -                   19,215              
Tourism 20,000              20,000              29,907              150%
Agencies 41,500              41,500              63,468              153%
Finance 18,000              394,862            462,038            117%
Rates General 3,868,381         3,868,381         3,877,474         100%
Untied Grants 2,274,000         2,308,763         2,311,974         100%
Capital utilisation 457,000            527,000            576,435            109%
Revenue 9,500                9,500                52,162              549%
Indirect Labour Costs -                   -                   -                   

Total Income 6,845,381         7,327,006         7,364,819         101%

Expenditure
Members & Civic 346,000            256,500            171,760            67%
Executive 367,329            315,800            278,589            88%
River Towns 131,000            131,000            14,886              11%
Corporate Services 437,300            462,300            456,835            99%
Human Resources 303,565            303,565            360,252            119%
Tourism 306,098            341,098            303,319            89%
Executive Services 266,500            266,500            266,232            100%
Agencies 163,000            163,000            162,375            100%
Risk Management 353,122            353,122            325,175            92%
Finance 280,503            243,503            213,038            87%
Bank Charges 8,000                8,000                6,617                83%
Capital Utilisation 17,480              17,480              14,959              86%
Information technology 273,143            327,143            352,428            108%
Creditors 50,000              50,000              39,292              79%
Revenue 256,361            361,361            356,552            99%
Payroll 59,578              59,578              54,658              92%
Indirect Labour Costs -                   -                   -                   

Total Expenditure 3,618,979         3,659,950         3,376,967         92%

Operating Result 3,226,402       3,667,056       3,987,852       109%
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Community Services
Income
Community Services 45,500              45,500              43,984              97%
Youth Services 39,500              39,500              56,992              144%
Vacation Care 18,600              18,600              14,577              78%
Family Day Care 106,000            106,000            59,881              56%
Library Services 42,500              42,500              44,023              104%

Total Income 252,100            252,100            219,457            87%

Expenditure
Community Services 117,637            152,637            154,702            101%
Youth Services 173,228            173,228            138,929            80%
Vacation Care 27,960              27,960              41,851              150%
Family Day Care 106,000            106,000            98,415              93%
Library Services 194,617            194,617            220,208            113%

Total Expenditure 619,442            654,442            654,105            100%

Operating Result 367,342-           402,342-           434,648-           108%

Planning & Regulation
Income
Planning/Building 56,700              56,700              90,199              159%
Environmental Health 850                   850                   2,080                245%
Animal Control/Regulatory 3,300                3,300                5,945                180%
Rural Addressing 118,000            -                   -                   

Total Income 178,850            60,850              98,224              161%

Expenditure
Pesticide Pit Remediation 10,000              10,000              -                   0%
Environmental Health 5,500                5,500                4,734                86%
Noxious Plants 122,810            122,810            112,931            92%
Animal Control/Regulatory 109,300            109,300            106,163            97%
Manager Planning & Regulation 616,500            527,000            507,164            96%

Total Expenditure 864,110            774,610            730,992            94%

Operating Result 685,260-           713,760-           632,768-           89%

Emergency Services
Income
Fire Services 46,000              46,000              77,629              169%

Expenditure
Fire Services 148,005            148,005            156,585            106%
SES 65,400              65,400              38,180              58%

Total Expenditure 213,405            213,405            194,765            91%

Operating Result 167,405-           167,405-           117,136-           70%
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Engineering Administration
Income
Manager Engineering 68,000              68,000              86,821              128%
Public Halls 14,084              14,084              12,616              90%
Plant Operations 1,913,000         1,913,000         2,045,929         107%
Council Properties 327,000            327,000            101,179            31%
Council Reserves 27,050              27,050              35,605              132%

Total Income 2,349,134         2,349,134         2,282,150         97%

Expenditure
Manager Engineering 466,667            520,297            509,921            98%
Private Works 26,000              26,000              68,178              262%
Plant Running Expenses 859,000            919,000            1,173,926         128%
Properties Maintenance 745,000            765,000            669,786            88%
Motor Vehicles/Plant/Equipment 541,000            541,000            541,000            100%

Total Expenditure 2,637,667         2,771,297         2,962,811         107%

Operating Result 288,533-           422,163-           680,661-           161%

Roads & Bridges
Revenue
Roads & Bridges 5,895,813         5,914,259         8,036,978         136%

Expenditure
Urban Roads 500,000            500,000            685,367            137%
Rural Roads 1,818,813         1,818,813         1,926,556         106%
Regional Roads 1,524,000         1,524,000         1,458,061         96%
Gravel Pit Restoration -                   50,000              47,577              95%
State Highways 1,500,000         1,500,000         2,891,299         193%

Total Expenditure 5,342,813         5,392,813         7,008,859         130%

Operating Result 553,000          521,446          1,028,119       197%

Recreation & Community Assets
Revenue
Natural Disaster Mitigation program 100,000            100,000            -                   0%
Aerodromes 18,000              18,000              162,908            905%
Cemeteries 22,000              22,000              29,683              135%

Total Income 140,000            140,000            192,591            138%

Expenditure
Recreation & Community Assets 1,952,000         2,027,000         1,845,076         91%
Depots Operations 247,404            247,404            297,965            120%
Capital Projects -                   -                   -                   

Total Expenditure 2,199,404         2,274,404         2,143,041         94%

Operating Result 2,059,404-        2,134,404-        1,950,450-        91%
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Domestic Waste Management
Revenue
DWM 751,687            751,687            817,319            109%

Expenditure
DWM 693,950            693,950            725,272            105%

Operating Result 57,737              57,737              92,047              

Water Supplies
Revenue
Walgett Water 503,962            503,962            613,987            122%
Lightning Ridge Water 441,920            441,920            504,060            114%
Collarenebri Water 156,100            156,100            176,298            113%
Rowena Water 3,840                3,840                -                   0%
Carinda Water 13,706              13,706              -                   0%

Total Income 1,119,528         1,119,528         1,294,344         116%

Expenditure
Walgett Water 597,553            563,053            652,410            116%
Walgett Water Capital Projects 25,000              25,000              -                   0%
Lightning Ridge Water 335,190            335,190            332,997            99%
Lightning Ridge Water Capital Projects 3,000                3,000                -                   0%
Collarenebri Water 246,031            246,031            207,746            84%
Collarenebri Water Capital Projects 500                   500                   -                   0%
Rowena Water -                   17,050              17,137              101%
Carinda Water -                   23,950              17,970              75%
Cumborah Water -                   27,800              6,798                24%
Village Water 33,800              -                   -                   
Village Water Capital Projects 500                   -                   -                   

Total Expenditure 1,241,574         1,241,574         1,235,058         99%

Operating Result 122,046-           122,046-           59,287            

Sewerage Supplies
Revenue
Walgett Sewer 257,639            257,639            286,572            111%
Lightning Ridge Sewer 246,039            246,039            268,241            109%
Collarenebri Sewer 72,772              72,772              80,434              111%

Total Income 576,450            576,450            635,247            110%

Expenditure
Walgett Sewer 383,555            384,055            365,800            95%
Walgett Sewer Capital Projects 500                   -                   -                   
Lightning Ridge Sewer 220,337            222,337            207,368            93%
Lightning Ridge Sewer Capital Projects 2,000                -                   -                   
Collarenebri Sewer 62,000              62,500              38,683              62%
Collarenebri Sewer Capital Projects 500                   -                   -                   

Total Expenditure 668,892            668,892            611,851            91%

Operating Result 92,442-             92,442-             23,396            

Net Result
Total Income 18,154,943       18,537,014       21,018,759       
Total Expenditure 18,100,236       18,345,337       19,643,721       

Net Result 54,707$           191,677$         1,375,038$       
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Income Actual 2007 Budget 2007 Actual 2006
General Rates & Levies 6,364,986.80          5,960,346.00      5,296,000.00          
User Charges & Fees 3,187,997.98          2,326,105.00      3,709,000.00          
Investment Revenues 668,029.62             510,520.00         727,000.00             
Other Revenue 633,778.98             612,759.00         195,000.00             
Grants & Subsidies - Operating 6,847,877.06          7,650,213.00      8,640,000.00          
Grants & Subsidies - Capital 1,195,000.00          1,000,000.00      1,280,000.00          
Profit from Disposal of Assets -                          95,000.00           -                          
Total Revenue 18,897,670.44         18,154,943.00    19,847,000.00         

Expenditure
Employee Costs 5,345,045.42          5,908,627.00      5,922,000.00          
Materials & Contracts 7,999,051.00          7,296,854.00      7,664,000.00          
Borrowing Costs 41,514.08               37,409.00           57,000.00               
Depreciation 2,294,500.00          2,294,500.00      2,329,000.00          
Other Expenses 1,842,521.94          2,562,846.00      2,182,000.00          
Loss from Disposal of Assets -                          -                     2,300.00                 
Total Expenditure 17,522,632.44         18,100,236.00    18,156,300.00         

Net Operating Result For Year 1,375,038.00          54,707.00           1,690,700.00          

Walgett Shire Council
Operating Statement 

For the Period Ending 30th June 2007
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Material variances are summarised as follows: 
 
Corporate Services 
 
• Additional workers compensation refund of $46,650 was received. 
• Additional income of $28,800 was received for best practice risk management. 
• Legal expenses are paid by Council and charged to each individual rates assessment 

as part of Council’s on going debt recovery.  
• Council continues to experience interest income above what was originally budgeted. 
 

Community Services 
 
• Expenditure was within budgetary constraints. Income was 13% below budget with 

family day care income less than estimated due to the lower than expected number of 
carers. 

 
Planning and Regulations 

 
• Operating within budgetary constraints. 
 
Public Order and Safety 
 
• The B&C Grant contribution was above budget and an additional grant of $27,265 for 

Bush Fire Equipment was received and acquitted in 2006/2007. 
 
Engineering Administration 
 
• Council did not receive the DADHC grant of $200,000.00.  The saleyards were used 

less frequently then anticipated throughout the year. This has caused a less than 
expected return on income for Council properties. 

 
• Higher than expected private works will be offset by higher corresponding income. 
 
• Fuel price rises and larger than expected repairs have contributed to higher than 

budgeted plant running costs.  
 
Roads and Bridges 
 
• Roads and bridges operating result was within budgeting constraints. 
 
• Additional expenditure was funded by additional grants. 
 
• A grant of a $5,600,000 was received from the Auslink Strategic Regional Programme 

in June 2007. This income has not been bought to account and will be committed as a 
prepayment for 2007/2008 as the work for this program will be predominately carried 
out over the next three years. 
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Recreation and Community Assets 
 
• The Natural Disaster Mitigation Program grant of $100,000 was not applied for as a 

claim for payment was not made by the Department of Commerce. 
 
• An additional Grant for Airport Security of $141,162 was received. 
 
Domestic Waste Management 
 
• The full amount of Domestic Waste charges has been raised. 
 
• Operations were within budgetary constraints. 

 
Water Services 
 
• The full amount of rates revenue has been raised this period. 
 
• Telemetry Capital works projects were not completed as budgeted. This project will be 

completed in 2007/2008. 
 

Sewer Services 
 
• The full amount of rates revenue has been raised this period. 
 
• Telemetry Capital works projects were not completed as budgeted. This project will be 

completed in 2007/2008. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Monthly Management Report for the period ending 30 June 2007. 
• Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2006-07 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Overall, the results of the quarterly review indicate that the financial position of Council is 
satisfactory and continues to operate within budgetary constraints. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council note the Management Report for the period ending 30 June 2007 
 
2. That Council note that the quarterly Financial Review does not reflect the year 

end adjustments which will be finalised prior to the preparation of  
General Purpose Financial Reports for the year ending 30 June 2007. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 
JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 16 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Community Services Report 
 
Author: Gai Richardson – Community Liaison Officer 
 
File No: 003/05/01/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report includes a summary of activities for the past three (3) months of Council’s 
Community Service Sector. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
LIBRARIES 
 
Walgett Shire has agreed to remain a member of the Northern Regional Library, which 
operates under the Moree Plains Shire Council, for another 12 months. 
 
Book and resource exchanges from Northern Regional Library (NRL) have occurred on a 
regular basis each month and this has allowed a much better selection for regular patrons. 
Staff from Northern Regional Library have given Walgett Shire Council Library staff 
opportunities to have input into future purchases, including the best sellers collection and 
popular authors. 
 
All library staff attended the recent Cultural Awareness training offered by the Lightning 
Ridge Trans Cultural Centre. 
 
Library staff at Lightning Ridge and Walgett libraries report repeated requests from patrons 
for the libraries to be open for longer and more regular hours. 
 
Activities over the past three (3) months at Lightning Ridge and Walgett Libraries have 
included Library Information Week in May during which a patron from each library won a 
lucky dip draw for a $40.00 book voucher.  At the Lightning Ridge Library patrons also 
received small ‘I love libraries’ gifts during the week. 
 
Both libraries have identified children’s areas with colourful new chairs and mats.  These 
areas are utilised by the younger patrons during story time and organised visits to the 
libraries and by parents visiting the libraries with their young children. 
 
Story Time is held in Walgett Library every Thursday. Northern Regional Library staff have 
also conducted story time at Walgett  and Lightning Ridge.  Visits to the Walgett Library 
from Coolabah Kids Vacation Care and Long Day Care Centre have occurred on several 
occasions and Mother’s Day activities were organised where each child went home with a 
card and a gift for mother. 
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A Book Club meets every 4th Thursday in Walgett Library and is proving very popular with 
its members.  
 
New signage has improved the appearance of the entrance to the Walgett Library and 
compliments the mural on the retaining wall and hand rails in front of the Visitor Information 
Centre. 
 
A quantity of books have been processed and are ready to go out to the deposit stations at 
Carinda and Burren Junction. 
 
YOUTH 
 
Youth Centres 
 
External renovations have commenced at the Walgett Youth Centre.  Activities will be 
organised at alternate venues when the internal renovations commence.  
 
The Walgett Youth Centre has recorded stable attendance numbers during the past 
months while Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge Youth Centres have both recorded rises in 
attendance numbers.   
 
Programs developed for the July School holidays included visits from StormCo, a Christian 
Youth Group who visit the Walgett Shire annually and do charitable work for community 
organisations and provide organised activities for children at the Youth Centres and other 
venues in Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge and Walgett.  Activities organised by StormCo 
include Kids Club, Art and Craft, Games and the Pinnacle of Challenge, which is a climbing 
wall, which visited the Lightning Ridge and Walgett Youth centres.   
 
A Korean Dance Troop visited the Lightning Ridge and Walgett Youth Centres in the first 
week of the school holidays and had the children playing Korean Drums, joining in the 
Korean Dancing and eating the Korean food that the group provided and cooked at the 
Centres.  
 
Youth Centre Programs also include regular activities such as pool competitions, ball 
games, art and craft and in Lightning Ridge, visits to the Library.. 
 
Vacation Care 
 
Council youth workers provide Vacation Care activities at Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge 
Youth Centres and at Grawin in the Club in the Scrub during the school holidays.  Activities 
include discos, woodcraft, excursions and art and craft. 
Walgett Vacation Care is provided by Goonimoo Children’s Services at the Walgett Youth 
Centre. 
 
Youth Week 2007 
 
Youth Week Celebrations, organised by the Youth Development Officer, were excellent 
with very positive community input and youth participation. Community involvement, 
including over 12 different service providers, agencies and business houses offered their 
support for Youth Week. 
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Programs included dance parties, fishing and yabbying competitions, gardening projects, 
arts and crafts and sports programs.  Over 450 children experienced the Police Blue Light 
Dance Parties.  This was the first time this program has visited the Walgett Shire and very 
positive feedback was received from the visiting organisers. 
 
Raw Dance Company 
 
Hip-Hop and Break Dance Workshops were conducted by this company throughout the 
Shire in May and were very well received by the youth in the Shire.  With funding 
assistance from the Murdi Paarki Project Community Facilitator, the workshops were 
organised through the school system which allowed over 500 children the chance to 
experience this style of dancing.   
 
Blue Reelers 
 
67 children were entertained at the Walgett Youth Centre by the Walgett Police Force 
showing the movie ‘ Over the Hedge’ and providing a sausage sizzle. 
 
PCYC 
 
Council Youth Workers assist at the fortnightly PCYC activities.  These are currently being 
held at the Walgett Youth Centre due to the cold weather. 
 
Youth off the Streets (YOTS) 
 
Two youth workers from YOTS have commenced in Walgett. They have secured office 
space and are developing programs for youth aged 14-24 years. YOTS have also provided 
a small bus to transport youths to and from organised activities.  YOTS provided sausage 
sizzles at the Walgett Youth Centre activities during the first week of the school holidays 
and are working with Council youth workers and other youth agencies on future service 
delivery. 
 
Mission Australia Brighter Futures 
 
The Youth Development Officer assisted with the launch of this program which will assist 
families with children in the middle years of school who are having difficulties.  A 
partnership has been developed with Mission and their youth workers now work with 
Council and other youth workers in Walgett when organised activities are occurring. 
 
Murals 
 
Two murals have been erected on the front of the Council Chambers.  Children from the 
Walgett and Lightning Ridge Youth Centres assisted with the painting of these. 
Funding has been secured for additional murals in Lightning Ridge and Walgett and the 
children at both Youth Centres will also assist with these. 
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FAMILY DAYCARE 
 
Family Day Care (FDC) provides quality child care for children up to 12 years in a family 
environment in Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge and Walgett.  FDC offers flexible hours 
including overnight care in a supervised and stimulating environment with excellent staff to 
child ratio and gives eligible families the chance to claim assistance through the Child Care 
Benefit. 
 
The impact of the new Long Day Care Centre opening in Walgett in February 2007 had the 
expected effects of FDC losing carers and children.  However, with some age groups in the 
new centre now at full capacity, the need for FDC has again risen.  New carers have been 
registered and there are children on the waiting list.  There have been constant issues with 
FDC Carer recruitment due to the implications of costs involved in starting up the business 
as many houses often need renovations to allow them to comply with the Children’s 
Services Regulations. 
 
FDC is due for National Accreditation in July.  This involves conducting an initial self 
appraisal and reporting of the scheme and is followed with a visit from a validator to 
substantiate the initial reports and visit the homes of the carers to check their working 
practises. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Community Liaison Officer’s Report. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 
JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 17 
 
Subject: Report on Rates and Charges – 30 June 2007 
 
Author: Katie Hook – Rates Clerk 
 
File No: 180/09/00/00 
 
 
REPORT ON RATES AND CHARGES - 30 June 2007   

Jun-07  Jun-06
Arrears as at 30 June 1,618,773.48  1,395,484.94
Adjusted Levy 6,331,855.39  5,507,984.64 
Interest 91,612.43  92,215.53 
Payments (6,465,598.64)  (5,229,477.91) 
Adjustments (32,759.99)  (94,226.66) 
Discount (59,677.61)  (54,399.08) 
Legal Fees 41,742.47  1,192.02 
Special Rebate Council (4,781.68)  0.00 

  
Total Outstanding $ 1,521,165.85  1,618,773.48 

  
  
  

COMPARISON WITH 2005/2006   

Jun-07  Jun-06
Current 671,083.84  579,943.01 
Arrears 486,794.74  683,433.01 
Interest 296,811.92  299,854.60 
Legals 66,475.35  55,542.86 

  
Total Outstanding $ 1,521,165.85  1,618,773.48 

  
  

Total YTD Collected   
Jun-07  Jun-06

Collected YTD % of Arrears and Levy 81%  76%
Collected YTD % of Levy 102%  95%

  
 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Report on Rates as at 30 June 2007 be received. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 
JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 18 
 
Subject: Investment Report as at 31 May 2007 
 
Author: Amy Taylor – Customer Service Officer Finance 
 
File No: 180/02/01/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of  
June 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The Investment summary as at 30 June 2007 is as follows: 
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INVESTMENTS - CONSOLIDATED

Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 
Act 1993 No 30, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date
(days)

Comminvest (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 182 6.40 429/07 14-Aug-07 $ 500,000.00          
Savings & Loans Credit Union (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 126 6.51 431/07 03-Jul-07 $ 500,000.00          
IMB Ltd Term Deposit 126 6.49 432/07 10-Jul-07 $ 500,000.00          
ACCU (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 133 6.63 433/07 17-Jul-07 $ 500,000.00          
Bankwest Term Deposit 133 6.51 434/07 24-Jul-07 $ 500,000.00          
Bankwest Term Deposit 154 6.63 437/07 21-Aug-07 $ 300,000.00          
Suncorp Term Deposit 154 6.61 438/07 28-Aug-07 $ 500,000.00          
National Term Deposit 90 6.21 439/07 02-Apr-07 $ 300,000.00          
National Term Deposit 202 6.19 440/07 03-Apr-07 $ 500,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 209 6.37 441/07 10-Apr-07 $ 500,000.00          
IMB Ltd Term Deposit 182 6.75 442/07 16-Oct-07 $ 300,000.00          
Local Govt Financial Services Term Deposit 181 6.47 443/07 30-Oct-07 $ 500,000.00          
Bank of Qld Term Deposit 182 6.55 444/07 13-Nov-07 $ 500,000.00          
Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 126 6.54 445/07 25-Sep-07 $ 250,000.00          
Bankwest Term Deposit 134 6.49 446/07 10-Oct-07 $ 300,000.00          
Bank of Qld Term Deposit 168 6.50 447/07 20-Nov-07 $ 250,000.00          
Bankwest Term Deposit 172 6.68 448/07 27-Nov-07 $ 300,000.00          
CBA Term Deposit 91 7.50 449/07 17-Sep-07 $ 500,000.00          
Royal Bank Canada Term Deposit 91 7.70 450/07 17-Sep-07 $ 500,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 168 6.60 451/07 04-Dec-07 $ 500,000.00          
Citibank Term Deposit 168 6.60 452/07 11-Dec-07 $ 300,000.00          
Grange Securities - Zircon Finance Limited Term Deposit 92 7.76 20-Sep-07 $ 500,000.00          
Grange Securities - Elders Rural Bank Term Deposit 92 6.95 06-Sep-07 $ 500,000.00          
Grange Securities -  Adelaide Bank Term Deposit 92 6.91 28-Sep-07 $ 500,000.00          
Grange Securities - MAS6-7 Term Deposit 92 8.46 20-Sep-07 $ 250,000.00          
Grange Securities - Helium Term Deposit 94 7.85 27-Sep-07 $ 200,000.00          
Grange Securities - Macquarie Cash Management Trust Trust Acc $ 50,000.00            

$ 10,800,000.00    
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Investment Report as at 30 June 2007 be received. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 19 
 
Subject: Request for Waiving of Temporary Licence Fees 
 
Author: Gai Richardson – Community Liaison Officer 
 
File No: 180/08/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends Council approve a Section 356 Donation for the Temporary 
Licence Fees totalling $275.00 and comprising of $100.00 each for the use of  
Pearson Park, Walgett, Ella Nagy Hall, Lightning Ridge and $75.00 for the use of 
Collarenebri Town Hall kitchen and supper rooms for activities with youth organised by 
StormCo from 6 July to 13 July 2007. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
StormCo is a religious based youth group who visit Walgett, Lightning Ridge and 
Collarenebri each year and provide charitable activities in the communities and 
organised activities with the youth.  This year they will be visiting from  
Friday 6 to Friday 13 July 2007 and will be organising Kids Club and sporting activities. 
They will also be bringing a climbing wall called the Pinnacle of Challenge for the youth 
to use in the three communities.  
 
Council has received a request from StormCo for the Temporary Licence Fees 
attached to the use of Pearson Park Reserve, Walgett, the Ella Nagy Hall, Lightning 
Ridge and the Collarenebri Town Hall to be waived in this instance and considered as a 
donation from the Walgett Shire Council towards the activities provided to the youth 
and community. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Communities of Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge and Walgett 
• StormCo 
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Financial Implications: 
 
That $275.00 be paid from Council’s Section 356 Budget as follows:- 
 
$100.00  Lightning Ridge (R230083) Reserve Trust for use of Ella Nagy Hall 
 
$100.00  Walgett Flood Prevention (R82939) Reserve Trust for use of  
  Pearson Park, Walgett 
 
$75.00  Collarenebri Town Hall (D1002226) Reserve Trust for use of 
  Kitchen and Supper Room 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council make a Section 356 Donation for Temporary Licence Fees 

totalling $275.00, comprising of $100.00 each for the use of the Ella Nagy 
Hall, Lightning Ridge and Pearson Park Reserve, Walgett and $75.00 for the 
use of the Collarenebri Town Hall kitchen and supper room for youth related 
activities organised by StormCo at each of these sites during the period 
from 6 to 13 July 2007. 

 
2. That the approval of this request not be seen as a precedent and that all 
 future applications for waiving fees will be assessed by Council based on 
 their individual request. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 20 
 
Subject: Review of Walgett Shire Council Debt Recovery Policy and Procedures 
 
Author: Myrene Lovegrove - Accountant 
 
File No: 180/01/04/00 and 004/12/03/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends Council adopt the review of Walgett Shire Council Debt 
Recovery Policy and Procedures. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
This policy was reviewed and adopted at the Council meeting held 17 August 2006. 
After consultation with council’s debt recovery agency, Outside Collections (NSW) Pty 
Ltd, minor additions to the policy and procedures are essential to ensure consistency 
and transparency in our debt recovery procedures. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council Debt Recovery Policy and Procedures 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Shire Council Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council adopt the review of the Walgett Shire Council Debt Recovery 

Policy and Procedures with the recommended changes. 
 
2. That the Walgett Shire Council Debt Recovery Policy and Procedures be 

reviewed in July 2008 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 21 
 
Subject: Occupational Health and Safety Report of Inspections – June 2007 
 
Author: David Callander – Occupational Health and Safety Coordinator 
 
File No: 145/04/11/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report outlines workplace inspections performed during the month of June 2007 
and includes actions, recommendations and financial implications relevant to the work 
required to bring Walgett Shire Council to a level of compliance as is required under the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000 and the Occupational Health and Safety 
Regulations 2001. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Carinda Hall 
 
Council’s Manager Engineering requested that a risk assessment be carried out on the 
Carinda Hall. 
 
An inspection of the building was conducted on Thursday, 21 June 2007 by Council’s 
Coordinator Occupational Health and Safety, accompanied by the Health and Building 
Surveyor. 
 
Summarising the report to the Manager Engineering, the building and grounds are 
generally in a well maintained condition however there are some areas that need 
attention. These being:- 
 
• The condition of all exit doors are very poor with urgent maintenance being required 

to bring the exits up to an acceptable level of compliance from both an OH&S and a 
Building Codes of Australia perspective. 

 
• The area where the septic system is located needs to be assessed to determine if it 

poses not only a safety risk but also a health issue. 
 
• The enclosed area at the back of the building needs to be reassessed / re-designed 

to allow for patrons egress in the event of an evacuation being required. 
 
• Some minor maintenance and tidying up is required. 
 
Attached is a copy of the report as presented to Manager Engineering outlining the 
findings of the inspection along with a copy of Council’s Health and Building Surveyor’s 
report. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Inspection document 
• Photos taken during inspection 
• Coordinator OHS report to Manager Engineering 
• Health and Building Surveyor report to Manager Engineering 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Carinda Community 
 
Collarenebri Depot 
 
As reported in May’s Council report, an inspection of the Collarenebri depot had been 
carried out. There were a number of actions to be implemented as a result of the 
inspection to bring the depot to an acceptable level of compliance. 
 
Of the outstanding actions listed in the May report, the following have now been 
completed 
 
• Action 6 Team Leader to organise for the replacement and relocation of the grinder 

to another part of the workbench. This has been achieved through the purchase of a 
new machine which has been located in a more practical area of the workshop. 

 
• Action 17 Team Leader to arrange through the Stores Officer for a supply of 

equipment (first aid) This has been completed. The first Aid kit is now fully stocked. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• May 2007 report to Council 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Collarenebri Depot staff 
 
Lightning Ridge Tourist Information and FM Radio Station. 
 
A request was received from the Reserve Trust Secretary to conduct an inspection of 
the above.  The inspection was carried out on the 12 June 2007. 
 
The only recommendations resulting from the audit relate to the occupants of the 
building. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Workplace inspection document 
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Stake holders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Assets Officer 
 
StateCover 2007 OH&S Audit 
 
StateCover Mutual Ltd provided Council’s OH&S Coordinator with an electronic copy 
of the 2007 OH&S Audit that is required to be completed and submitted to StateCover 
prior to 16 July 2007. 
 
Completion of the audit by the required date, along with two other requirements of 
Council, will result in Council being eligible for a performance incentive of 0.24% of 
Council Wages up to a maximum of $40,000. 
 
Council’s OH&S Coordinator completed the audit and preliminary results indicate that 
Council’s overall performance has gone from 70.23% compliance in 2006 to  
74.5% compliance in 2007. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• OHS audit document 2006 
• OHS audit document 2007 
• StateCover letter dated 30 June 2007 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• StateCover Mutual Ltd 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
• Possibility of 0.24% Council Wages up to a maximum of $40,000 being returned to 

Council as an incentive for continual improvement in OH&S and Risk Management. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the report of the Occupational Health and 
 Safety Coordinator. 
 
2. That Council investigate health aspects / effects of the open septic pool 
 located at the rear of Carinda Hall and effect any necessary repairs to 
 make the area safe. 
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MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING 
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 22 
 
Subject: Walgett Visitor Information and Internet Centre Accreditation 
 
Author: Alana Douglas – Tourism Development Officer 
 
File No: 245/02/01/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council alter the Walgett Visitor Information Centre from a 
level two accreditation to a level three accreditation.  
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Currently the Walgett Visitor Information Centre (Walgett VIC) operates as a level 2 
accredited visitor information centre. This means that the centre must meet a certain 
number of criteria including opening 363 days per year for a minimum of 43 hours per 
week with accreditation costing approximately $880 every 3 years. The implications of 
this criteria is that Council must employ staff during weekends and public holidays. 
Council has experienced difficultly in employing staff to fill this casual position. 
 
While visitor numbers have continued to increase since its inception in July 2005, the 
operation of the centre each Saturday since January 2007 has averaged 3.68 people 
per Saturday with a total of 70 visitors in the past five months. The cost for Council to 
open the Centre each Saturday is significant in comparison to the number of visitors. 
 
The Lightning Ridge Visitor Information Centre is a level one accredited centre and has 
had 10,281 visitors to date since January 2007. This is potentially a great opportunity to 
apply more emphasis on the Lightning Ridge Visitor Information Centre which has 
greater visitation, with Walgett and Collarenebri Visitor Information Centres as 
supporting visitor information centres that ensure all major entrances to Walgett Shire 
offer visitor services. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Accreditation Levels - overview of Accreditation Criteria 
• Level 3 Policy 
• Walgett Visitor Information Centre Visitor Numbers 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Visitor Information and Internet Centre  
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Visitors to Walgett Visitor Information Centre 
• Users of Walgett Internet Centre  
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Financial Implications: 
 
Walgett Visitor Information Centre Budget 07/08: $122,439.00 
Walgett Internet Centre Budget 07/08: $19,735.00 
 
With the change from a level 2 accredited centre to level 3, accreditation fees would be 
reduced from $880 to $385. 
 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan has been prepared for the Centre to operate 
as a Level 3 Centre.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council assess Aurora Visitor Information Centre Accreditation Criteria and 
review the Walgett Visitor Information Centre’s Accreditation level from a Level 2 
to a Level 3 accredited centre. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 23 
 
Subject: Enforcement Policy 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin – Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: 275/06/00/00 and 004/12/03/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Walgett Shire Council note the adoption of an 
enforcement policy by the General Manager. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Recently Council’s Planning and Regulation staff drafted an enforcement policy with a 
view to making it clear to the public and staff what types of regulatory matters that 
Council is involved in and the issues that will be considered prior to any decision being 
made about what action may be taken in particular situations. 
 
The enforcement policy was developed with regard to the Enforcement Guidelines for 
Councils published by the NSW Ombudsman in June 2002 and the model enforcement 
policy contained therein. 
 
Because the policy is primarily operational in nature it has been endorsed by the 
General Manager.  The endorsed policy is reproduced in the following pages. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council Enforcement Policy, as endorsed by the General Manager 

on the 9 July 2007. 
 

• Enforcement Guidelines for Councils published by the NSW Ombudsman in  
June 2002. 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Public and Council staff. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to note the endorsement by the  
General Manager of an operational policy titled the “Walgett Shire Council 
Enforcement Policy” on 9 July 2007. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 24 
 
Subject: Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin – Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: 315/01/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development 
Certificate applications recently dealt with under delegated authority. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The following tables provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the 
Manager Planning and Regulation and General Manager during June 2007. 
 
 

DA LOCATION DEVELOPMENT LAND 
(lot/sec/DP) 

ZONE DECISION DATE 

2007016 Burren Junction Water Evaporation pond for 
disposal of effluent from Burren 
Junction hot water Bore Baths 

49//40744 & 
1//181329 

1. Non-urban A & B Approved 12-Jun-07 

2007017 Lightning Ridge  Erect a garage 21/11/758612 2. Village Approved 04-Jun-07 

2007020 Carinda Subdivide 2 lots into 2 lots 8//455201 & 
442//866773 

1. Non-urban A Approved 01-Jun-07 

 
 

CDC DEVELOPMENT ZONE LAND 
(lot/sec/DP) 

LOCATION DECISION DATE 

2007017 Alterations and additions to existing 
building 

2. Village 134//45077 Lightning 
Ridge 

Approved 12-Jun-2007 

2007018 Remove existing carport/erect a shed 6x4 
and carport 6x4 

2. Village B//409368 Walgett Approved 20-Jun-2007 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Respective Development Application and Complying Development Certificate files. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Public and applicants 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to note the Development and Complying 
Development Certificate applications dealt with under delegated authority by the 
Manager Planning and Regulation and General Manager during June 2007. 
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MANAGER PLANNING AND REGULATION’S REPORT TO COUNCIL 
MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 25 
 
Subject: Water Connection Fees 
 
Author: Matthew Goodwin – Manager Planning and Regulation 
 
File No: 145/11/11/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
The fees applied to water connections under Council’s Management Plan 2007/2008 – 
2011/2012 could be ambiguous.  This report recommends that Council clarify the 
wording associated with fees for water connections. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
At a meeting held on 28 June 2007 the Administrator resolved to adopt the  
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012.  An extract from that 
Management Plan is provided below which deals with the charges to be applied to new 
water connections. 
 

 
 
 
The wording in the table can be improved to clarify that the charges quoted only apply 
to standard water connections and that all non-standard connections will be at cost.  In 
that context it is recommended that the wording be amended. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council’s Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012. 
• Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Public and applicants. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to apply the water connection fees as detailed 
in the table below for the 2007-2008 financial year. 
 
ACTIVITY - PLUMBING     
Activity Approval B3 - Water Connection or 
Meter – STANDARD CONNECTIONS 
 
All prices include water meters 

$650.00 for standard single 
20mm water connection  
(raw or filtered) 
$900.00 for a dual 20mm 
water connection (raw and 
filtered) 
$750.00 for a single 25mm 
water connection(raw or 
filtered) 
$1000.00 for a dual 25mm 
water connection (raw and 
filtered) 

No Private 100% 
Cost 
Recovery 

Activity Approval B3 - Water Connection or 
Meter – NON-STANDARD CONNECTIONS 
 

For services greater than 
25mm – at cost 
For relocation or replacement 
of services with a larger 
service – at cost 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 26 
 
Subject: Royal Flying Doctors Service - Servicing of Walgett Shire Aerodromes 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 195/04/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report briefs Council on issues relating to night time operations by the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service at aerodromes within Walgett Shire.  A further report is envisaged, most 
likely to the August Council meeting. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
A communication was received from the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS), 
indicating that night operations in western New South Wales were being reviewed after 
an aircraft was badly damaged in an incident where it hit a kangaroo when landing.  
This incident did not occur at an aerodrome in Walgett Shire. 
 
In response to this communication, contact was made with the Department of Transport 
and Regional Services (DOTARS) to ask if  the ‘Securing Our Regional Skies’ funding 
initiative could be extended to assist in this situation by fencing aerodromes to exclude 
kangaroos.  The response was that this package was introduced to deal with human 
threats to aviation, notwithstanding that the consequences of contact with an animal, 
such as mentioned above, can be equally serious.  
 
Guidelines for another Commonwealth programme, ‘Safer Runways in Remote 
Australia’ will be released later this month and it is proposed to look at these guidelines 
to ascertain if they could accommodate security fencing of Walgett, Lightning Ridge 
and Collarenebri aerodromes to exclude kangaroos and other feral animals which may 
be a threat to aircraft.  In the meantime, to provide for continued operation of the RFDS 
into these three aerodromes, a commitment has been given that Council on call staff 
will undertake a ‘roo run’ to clear kangaroos from the runway area before the aircraft 
attempts to land or take off. 
 
A further report will be submitted to Council, after the guidelines for the funding 
programme ‘Safer Runways in Remote Australia’ have been released. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Communication from RFDS 
• Press release from Australian Government 
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Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Royal Flying Doctor Service 
• Department of Transport and Regional Services 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Unknown at this stage – some relatively minor costs will be incurred if on call staff are 
required to clear kangaroos from aerodromes to permit night operations of the RFDS. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council note the commitment given to the Royal Flying Doctor Service, that 
on call staff will assist in clearing kangaroos from landing areas at Walgett, 
Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri aerodromes, to facilitate the continuation of 
their night time operations into these communities. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 27 
 
Subject: Five Year Road Plan 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 250/12/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report presents an amended Five Year Road Plan, incorporating a new fifth year 
as well as the significant Strategic Regional Programme funding which Council has 
received since the plan was last adopted by Council in 2006/07. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Earlier this year, Council adopted a Five Year Road Plan after a period of public 
consultation and consideration of public input into the document.  However, since this 
plan was adopted, Council has received significant grants for roadworks from the 
Commonwealth Government’s Strategic Regional Programme.  Accordingly, the Five 
Year Road Plan needs to be amended to reflect these additional road grants, which will 
be progressively spent over the years 2007/08 to 2009/10. 
 
As Regional Road No 333 is the only one of these three strategic projects with a 
realistic chance of attracting State Government REPAIR programme funding, it is 
proposed to complete it over the three years.  Regional Road No 457 will be completed 
in two stages in the first and third years, whilst Regional Road No 329 will be 
completed in the second year. 
 
The amended Five Year Road Plan is attached to this report.   It should be noted that 
funding for road development projects is sharply reduced in years four and five.  This is 
because of the conclusion of the Strategic Regional Programme funding but also 
reflects a need to concentrate far more on maintenance of existing road assets 
following this three year period of intensive network development.  As this plan 
incorporates a new fifth year and involves some significant amendments, a period of 
public consultation is suggested. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Amended Five Year Road Plan 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• NSW Government 
• Commonwealth Government 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Nil.  This amended Five Year Road Plan does not require Council to invest any of its 
own funds in road development over the life of the plan. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council adopt the Five Year Road Plan attached to this report in draft 

form and seek public comments on its contents. 
 
2. That the results of public consultation be brought back to the next meeting 

of Council. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 28 
 
Subject: Lightning Ridge Landfill 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 185/02/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council seeks community input into a proposal to 
construct a landfill on vacant land, located to the west of the Lightning Ridge Cemetery. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
A report was presented to the March 2007 meeting of Council (held on April 17) which 
contained a recommendation that Council seek the owners consent to proceed to 
prepare a Development Application for a landfill to be constructed on Part Lot 103,  
DP 1066289.  Subsequent to this, following an address to Council by a spokesperson 
of the LRMA (Lightning Ridge Miners’ Association), Council resolved to defer the matter 
pending further public consultation. 
 
Council staff have met with representatives of the Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee, 
the Lightning Ridge Miners’ Association and Mr G Lane (the current landfill site 
operator) to discuss possible options for future waste management in Lightning Ridge.  
The Lightning Ridge Tourism Association was also invited to attend but were not 
represented.  However, those present did consider that their comments were 
representative of those that would have been made by the Tourism Association, had 
they been in attendance.  There is no reason to doubt this. 
 
Council had previously resolved to carry out a thorough analysis of two sites to 
establish their suitability as a future landfill site.  These sites were as follows : 
 
1. Lot 76 DP 838673  - this is freehold land held by Council and is located east of the 

intersection of State Highway No 18 and Regional Road No 426 (Bill O’Brien 
Way).  Because of its proximity to the only realistic gateway to Lightning Ridge, 
this site is opposed by all groups because of a perception that, if developed, it will 
lead to littering along the Bill O’Brien Way, giving visitors a poor first impression of 
Lightning Ridge. 

 
2. Lot 103 DP 1066289 – this is land vested in the Crown and is located to the west 

of Lightning Ridge.  The LRMA are strongly opposed to this site, considering it to 
be uncomfortably close to their puddling dams. 
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Those at the meeting referred to above were of the view that a landfill could be 
satisfactorily established on a site just east of the Lightning Ridge Cemetery.  This land 
is Part Lot 4138 DP 766643.  Subject to investigation, along the lines of what was 
previously undertaken at the abovementioned two sites, it is envisaged that ground 
conditions at this additional site, referred to hereunder as Option Three, should be 
generally suitable for the establishment of a landfill.  However, prior to committing to 
this additional expense, it is suggested that Council, through the local media, invite 
written submissions in response to a proposal to establish a landfill at the Option Three 
site.  Council should also engage the Lightning Ridge Community Working Party, 
seeking their views to the proposal.  The Crown, through the Department of Lands, 
should also be contacted in a similar fashion.  In the event that there is no significant 
local opposition, Council could then move forward with a geotechnical investigation of 
the site and, provided this does not bring forward any significant concerns, site 
acquisition action, including an appropriate buffer to adjoining lands, could then be 
commenced. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Report to Council Meeting – March 2007  (not attached) 
• Council Resolution No 75/07 – March 2007 
• Council Resolution 120/07 – May 2007 
• Plan showing location of Option Three relative to Lightning Ridge urban area. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Lightning Ridge Community 
• Lightning Ridge Community Working Party 
• Various Lightning Ridge Organisations 
• NSW Department of Lands 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The cost of additional consultation, as recommended in this report, is minimal. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council seek public comments on a proposal to develop a landfill for 

Lightning Ridge on Part Lot 4138 DP 766643, as well as ascertaining the 
views of the Lightning Ridge Community Working Party and the Department 
of Lands. 

 
2. That the results of this consultation be referred to the August 2007 meeting 

of Council. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 29 
 
Subject: Beanbri Silo Access 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 175/07/06/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council seals the access road from the  
Kamilaroi Highway to the Beanbri Silo, provided AWB Limited agrees to meet 50% of 
the estimated cost of $700,000. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The road leading from the Kamilaroi Highway to AWB Limited’s grain silo adjacent to 
the rail siding at Beanbri has been subject to numerous discussions between Council 
staff and AWB management in recent years.  From Council’s perspective, the road is 
satisfactory in its current state of construction, excepting the period in 
October/November when it is used by harvest traffic carting into the silo.  Depending on 
the size of the harvest, the amount of heavy traffic over this period can create a 
situation where Council’s normal maintenance regime is inadequate. 
 
Previous suggestions to AWB, that the road be sealed and that the cost of this work be 
shared between Council and AWB, have been rejected on the basis that the financial 
return to the company from this site has been insufficient to justify the expense.  
However AWB, perhaps in anticipation of a very good harvest this year, has asked that 
Council reconsider the upgrading and sealing of this road, with an indication as to what 
contribution would be sought from AWB. 
 
The upgrading requirement is solely because of the AWB facility.  Accordingly, a strong 
case exists for the upgrading cost to be met by AWB Limited.  However, Council had 
previously indicated a willingness to share the upgrading cost in equal proportions with 
AWB Limited, recognising that AWB’s customers at this facility are Walgett Shire 
ratepayers and the benefits of road upgrading would flow to them as well as to AWB 
Limited. 
 
The estimated cost of sealing the local road from the Kamilaroi Highway to the silo 
entrance is $700,000 and, on the basis of previous cost apportionment, the cost to 
Council would be $350,000.  Because of the nature of traffic, a slightly wider seal than 
normal is suggested, otherwise edgewear and edge rutting will probably become a 
continuing problem.  This, unfortunately, will tend to make the job a little more 
expensive than it would otherwise be.  The current programme does not provide for this 
expenditure and it could only be provided by a programme review.   
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It is suggested that, if Council wishes to see this work progress, subject of course to 
AWB Limited meeting their share of the cost, replacement of the bridge over  
Michome Creek on Shire Road No 120 be deferred to 2008/09.  The balance of 
$50,000 could be found from maintenance funding. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Correspondence from AWB Limited (not attached) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• AWB Limited 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The current road programme makes no allowance for this work and it could only be 
undertaken by either reviewing the programme or by budgeting for a deficit. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council agree to the sealing of Shire Road No 117, from the Kamilaroi 

Highway to the Beanbri Silo entrance, subject to AWB Limited meeting  
50% of the estimated cost of $700,000. 

 
2. That, in the event that AWB Limited agrees to meet its share of the cost and 

the work proceeds in the current financial year, Council meets its share of 
the cost by deferring replacement of the bridge over Michome Creek on 
Shire Road No 120 to 2008/09. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 30 
 
Subject: Naming of Park – Lightning Ridge 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 315/01/06/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council advises the Geographical Names Board of  
New South Wales that, after considering objections to the proposal to name a park in 
Lightning Ridge “Len Cram Park”, it remains of the view that this is a suitable name for 
the park. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
The Geographical Names Board has advertised the proposal to name an unnamed 
park in Lightning Ridge “Len Cram Park”.  Three objections were received by the 
Board, which has referred them to Council for comment. 
 
The merit of the name “Len Cram Park” was placed before Council in December 2006 
and, notwithstanding the normal practice of the Geographical Names Board not to 
name features after living persons, Council saw fit to recommend this name to the 
Board.  It is suggested that the substance of the three objections is insufficient to 
warrant a change of view by Council to this naming proposal. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Council Resolution No 355/06 – December 2006 
• Summary of Objections Received – Geographical Names Board of NSW 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Residents of Lightning Ridge and District 
• Objectors 
• Geographical Names Board of NSW 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Minor administrative costs and the cost of a sign are envisaged if the name is 
approved. 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Council reaffirm to the Geographical Names Board of New South Wales that 
it remains supportive of the name “Len Cram Park” as a name for the unnamed 
park (Lot 4531, DP 767720) located in Opal Street, Lightning Ridge between 
Cardinal Road and Black Prince Drive. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 31 
 
Subject: Rainwater Tank Rebate 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 145/09/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report briefs Council on the introduction of a State Government sponsored 
rainwater tank rebate scheme and suggests Council assists residents by making 
available information relating to the rebate. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Council recently resolved not to offer a rainwater tank rebate to residents of Walgett 
Shire.  Subsequent to this, the New South Wales Government has announced, as part 
of the recent State Budget, that a rainwater tank rebate will be available across the 
state from July 1, 2007.  The rebate is available to customers of water authorities 
through the Department of Environment and Climate Change. 
 
Council does not have an administrative role to play in this process, however it is 
anticipated that residents will probably approach Council seeking information on the 
rebate.  Accordingly, it is suggested that an information sheet be produced to correctly 
advise residents how to seek the rebate.  Similarly, it is suggested that a press release 
be prepared on this subject. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Local Government and Shires Association Weekly Circular 26/07 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• NSW Government 
• Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council prepare an information sheet and press release to advise local 
residents of the State Government’s rainwater tank rebate scheme. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 32 
 
Subject: Community Water Grants - Applications 
 
Author: Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No: 195/04/00/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report briefs Council on the submission of applications to Round Three of the 
Commonwealth’s Community Water Grants Programme. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Community Water Grants is one of three programmes comprising the Australian Water 
Fund and is likely to be the only one of these programmes that Council has a realistic 
chance of gaining funding towards local projects.  Council was successful with the two 
projects advanced in Round One, these projects being the Burren Junction Bore Baths 
and Spider Brown Oval at Lightning Ridge.  No projects were submitted in Round Two, 
as it was considered, perhaps incorrectly, that funding success in Round One might 
have seen other applicants preferred in Round Two. 
 
Council had resolved to submit application for the following projects in the recently 
closed Round Three : 
 
Water Meter Installation – Walgett 
Number One Oval – Walgett (automatic watering system) 
Gray Park – Walgett (automatic watering system) 
Opal Street Park – Lightning Ridge (automatic watering system) 
 
These applications have been submitted with the exception of Water Meter Installation 
in Walgett.  This application was not submitted as it would have required a minimum of 
200 hours voluntary community input, something considered inappropriate for such a 
project.  In any case, the New South Wales Government has announced that this 
project is likely to be funded in 2007/08 under their Country Towns Water and 
Sewerage Programme.  This would also make the application for Commonwealth funds 
for the same project unlikely to succeed.  However, in lieu of this application, 
applications for meter installation in Carinda and Rowena have been submitted as 
these have not been included for state subsidy. 
 
Applications have been submitted on the basis of a 50% contribution towards the total 
cost from Council.  It would be pointless to seek a grant from this source, without 
indicating a willingness to make a contribution of 50% or more.  It is anticipated that the 
result of these applications will be known in about three months time. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Community Water Grants Website (not attached) 
• Programme Applications (not attached) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Commonwealth Government 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
In the unlikely event that each of these applications is successful, a budget adjustment 
will be required.  Only the Walgett Number One Oval project has been budgeted in 
2007/08, with the other two watering system projects provided for in 2008/09 and 
2009/10.  The two village water metering projects have not been provided in the 
2007/08 budget at this stage. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council note the submission of applications under Round Three of the 
Community Water Grants programme. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No:   33 
 
Subject:   Walgett Bore Baths 
 
Author:  Alan Nelson – Manager Engineering 
 
File No:  280/06/01/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends the closure of the Walgett Bore Baths on account of the level 
of anti social behaviour that the facility seems to attract and be associated with. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Following a period of closure, Walgett Bore Baths were reopened earlier this year on a 
limited (six hours per day) basis.  However, in recent times, anti social behaviour 
associated with the facility has increased to the point that closure of the facility should 
again be considered. 
 
In the past few weeks the following incidents have occurred : 
 
1. youths have cut holes in the man proof fence around the baths during daylight 

hours. 
2. the huge River Red Gum in the baths enclosure has been ring barked. 
3. another large tree has had much of its bark stripped away 
4. persons unknown have defecated in the pool. 
5. concrete around the pool edge has been broken away and used as missiles to 

break or damage surrounding facilities. 
6. garbage bins have been emptied into the pool. 
7. totally clothed youths have been jumping into the pool disrupting tourists and other 

genuine users. 
 
There can be no doubt that these anti social activities are harming the image of Walgett 
and causing unnecessary expenditure for Council.  These matters have been reported 
to the Police.  However, there is nothing to suggest that the levels of anti social 
behaviour will occur in the foreseeable future. 
 
There are genuine users of the facility who will suffer if the facility is closed.  
Nevertheless, if the facility remains open, these problems will continue probably to the 
point that genuine users will be discouraged from using the baths.  In any case, given 
the fact that the facility is not supervised at all times, there is an unacceptable level of 
risk to both Council and users, if the facility remains open with the current problems 
unresolved. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Residents of Walgett 
• Visitors to Walgett 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
If the bore baths remain open, increased expenditure as a result of vandalism is likely 
to result.  The extent of this is unknown. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That, on account of recent anti social behaviour, the Walgett Bore Baths be 
closed indefinitely. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 34 
 
Subject: Council Housing Policy 
 
Author: Kaye Stone – Asset officer 
 
File No: 295/01/16/00 and 004/12/03/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that the attached housing policy be adopted. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council first adopted a housing policy in 2005.  Since then Council has 
resolved to make a number of changes to the policy. 
 
The Housing Policy has been completely redrafted.  The main changes that have been 
made to the Staff Housing Policy for 2007 are as follows:- 
 
 
2) Establish a Walgett Shire Housing Committee as per Appendix “D”. 
 
5) Rental charged to designated staff positions listed in Appendix A is to be 30% 

(unfurnished residences) of equivalent market rental value and is to be independently 
assessed and reviewed every five years. 

 
6) On Termination of the Tenancy Agreement carpets must be professionally cleaned.  
 
9) Annual inspection on leased residences shall be carried out by the Council Asset Officer 

and a staff member nominated by the Council Housing Committee. 
 
 The tenant shall be given at least seventy two hours notice of a proposed inspection 
 and shall be entitled to be in attendance when the inspection is undertaken. 
 
15) All Council supplied soft furnishings must be professionally cleaned , when the tenant 

vacates the property, where they have come in contact with pets of any type. 
 
 No additional furniture shall be acquired for the refurbishment of Council residences, 
 unless the Council’s Housing Committee determines otherwise. 
 
21) Pets of any type are not allowed inside Council residences, unless/written application is 

made to the Council Housing Committee and permission is given in writing. 
 
 Any damage caused by the pet must be repaired at the cost of the tenant. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• File No – 295/01/16/00 
• General Managers  Report to Council 16 February 2006  
• Administrators  Report to Council 16 February 2006 
• Staff Housing Policy 2005 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Council Staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The cost to Council will be reduced due to no further furniture being acquired to furnish 
Council housing.  
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That a Council Housing Committee be formed to include the following staff 

members; 
 

General Manager 
Manager Planning and Regulation 
Manager Engineering 
Manager Corporate Services 
Assets Officer  
 

2. That the attached Staff Housing Policy be adopted. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 35 
 
Subject: Land Sale - Corner Fox and Euroka Street Walgett 
 
Author: Kaye Stone – Assets Officer 
 
File No: 005/02/09/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council endorse the sale of land and the issuing of a 
commercial lease to Walgett Tyre, Machinery and Bearing Service. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
On 16 February 2007 the “Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2006—Classification and 
Reclassification of Public Land” (LEP) was gazetted.  The most significant effect of the 
LEP was to reclassify 256 lots of freehold land owned by Walgett Shire Council from 
“community” land to “operational” land under the Local Government Act 1993.   
 
This reclassification of land resulted in 7 parcels of land (listed below) on the corner of 
Fox and Euroka Streets, Walgett being advertised for sale by tender. Council received 
one tender for all of the Lots. This tender was rejected on the basis that the offer was 
considered inadequate. 
 

Lot A DP161095 
Lot B DP161095 
Lot C DP161095 
Lot 1 DP323840 
Lot 27 DP612034 
Lot 28 DP612034 
Lot A DP395921 

 
Council engaged Booth, Brown, Samuels and Olney to negotiate with the single 
tenderer, which as a result recommended the sale of the land to Walgett Tyre, 
Machinery and Bearing Service on the following terms: 
 
1. Council will, at its expense, consolidated the seven parcels into one lot and attend 

to the registration of the Plan of Consolidation. 
 
2. Walgett Tyre, Machinery and Bearing Service purchase the land for $27,500.00 

plus GST. 
 
3. Council will lease the land to Walgett Tyre, Machinery and Bearing Service for 

$1.00 (plus GST) per annum until the earlier of completion or termination of the 
Contract for Sale. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Council Report dated 3 February 1997 
• Council Report dated 28 April 1997 
• Council Report dated 16 December 2002 
• Council Report dated 8 March 2004 
• Council Report dated 5 April 2004 
• Council Report dated 20 February 2007 
• Letter from Walgett Tyre, Machinery and Bearing Service 
• Letter from Booth, Brown, Samuel and Olney 
• Proposed Lease 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett Tyre, Machinery and Bearing Service 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That a Development Application be lodged for the consolidation of the 
 following Lots:- 
  

Lot A DP161095 
Lot B DP161095 
Lot C DP161095 
Lot 1 DP323840 
Lot 27 DP612034 
Lot 28  DP612034 
Lot A DP395921 

 
2. That the seven Lots listed in Recommendation 1 be sold to Walgett Tyre 

Machinery and Bearing Service on the following terms:- 
 

2.1 Council will, at its expense, consolidate the seven parcels into one 
  lot and attend to the registration of the Plan of Consolidation. 
 
2.2 Walgett Tyre, Machinery and Bearing Service purchase the land 
  for $27,500.00 plus GST. 
 
2.3 Council will lease the land listed in Recommendation 1to Walgett 

Tyre, Machinery and Bearing Service for $1.00 (plus GST) per annum 
until the earlier of completion or termination of the Contract for Sale. 

 
3. That Council issue a lease to Walgett Tyre, Machinery and Bearing Service 

for a period of 4 months for the amount of $1.00 (plus GST) allowing lawful 
occupation of the seven Lots detailed in Recommendation 1 whist the sale 
of the land is being completed. 

 
4. Authorise the General Manager and Administrator to affix the Common Seal 

and sign the commercial lease and contract of sale to Walgett Tyre, 
Machinery and Bearing Service and contract of sale. 
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MANAGER ENGINEERING REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING  
17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 36 
 
Subject: Walgett Historical Society – Lease of Premises 
 
Author: Kaye Stone – Asset Officer 
 
File No: 145/09/03/00 and 021/08/02/00 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council issue a new lease to the Walgett District 
Historical Society Incorporated for the occupation of the Old Council Chambers and the 
Masonic Lodge. 
 
Comments (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated was issued a lease to occupy the  
Old Council Chambers on the 1 July 2000 for a period of 5 years with an option to 
renew for a further 5 years.  
 
The land the Old Council Chambers is located on is Lot 45, DP253643. Prior to  
16 February 2007 the land was classified as “community” land under the  
Local Government Act 1993. Since the gazettal of the Walgett Local Environmental 
Plan 2006 – Classification and Reclassification of Public Land on 16 February 2007 it 
has been classified as “operational” land. 
 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 Council is not permitted to issue a lease on 
community land without a Plan of Management, accordingly the previously issued lease 
was not lawful. 
 
Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated have confirmed that they have sublet a 
portion of the building to a third party. Item 18 of the old lease gave the lessee 
provision to sublet part of the property to “Walgett Special 1 Cooperative”. 
 
Council has sought legal advice from Booth Brown Samuel and Olney who indicate:- 
 
“I confirm that the lessee is permitted under Item 18 (Annexure A) to sublet, at its 
discretion (not Council’s discretion) part of the premises to  
Walgett Special 1 Co-Operative. Unless WS1CO happens to be a masseur (which I 
understand it is not), the lessee is NOT permitted to sublet the leased premises to a 
masseur.” 
 
There is no reason why a new lease to Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated 
should not be prepared to facilitate the continued occupation of part of the Old Council 
Chambers by the masseur. 
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Council has also been approached by Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated to 
lease the Walgett Masonic Lodge, this being Lot 372 DP 828037.  Currently  
Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated has access to the Masonic Lodge which 
they utilise to store memorabilia.  The Masonic Lodge is currently classified as 
operational land. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Lease document 
• Correspondence from Booth, Brown, Samuel and Olney 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
• Walgett Shire Council 
• Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated 
• Community of Walgett and District 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Under the current lease Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated  s required to 
pay $10.00 per 5 years.  It is recommended that the new leases be prepared with a fee 
of $100.00 per annum per building. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council prepare a new lease, each for a ten year period, for the 
 Walgett District Historical Society Incorporated to occupy the Walgett Old 
 Council Chambers and the Walgett Masonic Lodge. 
 
2. That the lease fee for each property be set at $100.00 (plus GST)  
 per annum payable in advance. 
 
3. That the General Manager and Administrator be authorised to affix the 
 Common Seal of Council and sign each lease when they are acceptable to 
 both parties. 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 37 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 7 February 2007 
 
Author: Consultative Committee 
 
File No: 145/04/07/00 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 38 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 7 March 2007 
 
Author: Consultative Committee 
 
File No: 145/04/07/00 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 39 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 4 April 2007 
 
Author: Consultative Committee 
 
File No: 145/04/07/00 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 40 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 2 May 2007 
 
Author: Consultative Committee 
 
File No: 145/04/07/00 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No: 41 
 
Subject: Walgett Shire Council Consultative Committee Minutes – 6 June 2007 
 
Author: Consultative Committee 
 
File No: 145/04/07/00 
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REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS TO COUNCIL MEETING 17 JULY 2007 
 
Item No:       
 
Subject:       
 
Author:       
 
File No:       
 
 
No reports submitted. 
 
 
 


