
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

25
th

 March, 2014 

 
 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
at the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club on 25 March, 2014 commencing at 
10.00am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
Please note:    
(1) The bus will leave from the back of Council Chambers at   
 7:45am. 
(2) Councillors are to meet at the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club at 9:00am 
 for various inspections; 
 a. Off-leash area 
 b. Nobby Road/Windlass Avenue 
 c. Australian Opal Centre Development 

 
 

 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 
as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 
expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 
A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 

  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

3 
 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I would also 
like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 
 

Presentation by Ms Wendy Spencer of Dharriwaa Elders Group – Caring for Country Project…………………… 
Presentation by Lightning Ridge Arts & Crafts Council – Grant request for Gallery………………………………… 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
Minutes of Council Meeting 11 February 2014………………………………………………………………………pg 6 
Minutes of Extra – Ordinary Council Meeting 4 March 2014………………………………………………………pg 28 
Minutes of Extra – Ordinary Council Meeting 11 March 2014……………………………………………………pg 35 
 
 

8.    Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9.    Mayoral Minutes 

10.  Motions of which Notice has been given - Nil 

11.  Presentation of Petitions - Nil 

12.  Councillor’s Questions from Last Meeting    

13. Reports of Committees/Delegates 

Minutes of Health & Safety Committee Meeting 13 February 2014……………………………………………pg 44 
Minutes of OROC Committee Meeting 6 December 2013………………………………………………………pg 48 
Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting 12 December 2013…………………………………………pg 56 
Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting 13 February 2014…………………………………………pg 60 
Minutes of Plant Committee Meeting 4 March 2014………………………………………………………………pg 64 

14. Reports from Officers 

14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 
Council’s Decision Action Report……………………………………………………………………………………pg 69 
Local Government Weekly – March 2014……………………………………………………………………………pg 74 
Circulars from the Local Government Department of Premier& Cabinet – March 2014…………………………pg 76  
Monthly Calendar – March 2014………………………………………………………………………………………pg 81 
Implementation of Performance Management Process……………………………………………………………pg 86 
Variation of Council Meeting Date……………………………………………………………………………………pg 90 
SES Controller Appointment Confirmation……………………………………………………………………………pg 92 
Revitalising Local Government – Comment on ILGRP recommendations………………………………………pg 99 
Matters For Brief Mention or Information Only – General Manager………………………………………………pg 115 
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14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

Cash on Hand and Investment Report……………………………………………………………………………pg 140 
Quarterly Budget Review Statements 2013/14…………………………………………………………………pg 143 
Sponsorship Request Walgett Memorial Bowls Carnival…………………………………………………………pg 157 
Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only – Director Corporate Services…………………………………pg 162 

 

14.3 DIRECTOR PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES 
Road Dedication, Walgett……………………………………………………………………………………………pg 163 
DA2014/006 Dwelling Extensions, Opal Street Lightning Ridge…………………………………………………pg 167 
Off Leash Area for Dogs at Lightning Ridge………………………………………………………………………pg 182 
  

14.4 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 
Road Network Risk Management Policy……………………………………………………………………………pg 186 
Rowena Rural Fire Service Shed – March 2014……………………………………………………………………pg 190 
Kerb and Gutter Work in Warrena Street, Walgett…………………………………………………………………pg 194 
Monthly Flood Works Report from Director Engineering Services………………………………………………pg 196 
NSW Rural Fire Fighting – North West Zone Service Draft Budget………………………………………………pg 204 

 

15. Questions for the Next Meeting 

16. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

16.1 General Manager 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council – Financial Issues & Restructure………………………………………pg 214 
 

16.2  Director Corporate Services 

Section 713 Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates…………………………………………………………………………pg 220 
Council Telephone System Upgrade…………………………………………………………………………………pg 223 
 

16.3  Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

Request for Inspection Report by Council – Windlass Avenue Lightning Ridge………………………………pg 229 

 

17. Close of Meeting 
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3. Apologies 

 

4. Welcome to Visitors 
 
 

5. Public Forum Presentations 
 
5.1 Presentation by Ms Wendy Spencer of Dharriwaa Elders Group – Caring for 
Country Project 
 
5.2 Presentation by Lightning Ridge Arts & Crafts Council – Grant request  
 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
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7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
 

 
7.1 Minutes of Council meeting held 11 February 2014 
 
Minutes of Council meeting –11th February 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held 23 July 2013, having  been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachment 
 
Minutes of Council meeting held 11th February 2014 
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7.2 Minutes of Council meeting held 4 March 2014 
 
Minutes of Council meeting –4 March 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held 4 March 2014, having  been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
Attachment 
 
Minutes of Council meeting held 4 March 2014. 
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7.3 Minutes of Council meeting held 11 March 2014 
 
Minutes of Council meeting –11 March 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held 11 March 2014, having  been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachment 
 
Minutes of Council meeting held 11 March 2014. 
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports- Nil 

9.    Mayoral Minutes – To Be Circulated 

10.  Motions of which Notice has been given - Nil 

11.  Presentation of Petitions - Nil 
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12.  Councillor’s Questions from Last Meeting   

Clr Taylor 

Question 1 
What is the progress of the drought funding application? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that a series of meetings must first take place. Plan is for 

meetings to take place in Walgett and Collarenebri first. Letters will also be sent to the Prime 

Minister, Barnaby Joyce and Joe Hockey inviting them to visit the Shire.  

The Prime Minister and Minister for Agriculture visited Bourke Shire on Sunday 16 February, 

2014. Council representatives attended that meeting and presented the Prime Minister with 

Council’s submission. A further Drought Relief Package was released by the Federal 

Government on 26 February but did not address the employment concept submitted by 

Council.  

Question 2 
What is the progess of the Hudson pear control funding? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that it is estimated that approximately $150,000 will be 
received through Western Catchment Management. It is proposed that an amount will be 
allocated towards a feasibility study. A further amount will be allocated towards landholders 
to undertake their own work, with the balance to go to the Castlereagh Macquarie County 
Council to undertake work on roadsides etc.  
 
Question 3 
What is the progress of the Walgett Weir upgrade? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the feasibility study will be completed shortly. When 
Council receives the study it will be forwarded to our consultant Jill Kilby. It is anticipated that 
the study will recommend the levee is raised by 1 metre. Once the feasibility study is 
received by Council an application for funding will be made. 
 
Question 4 
Has work been done on a grid on the highway 34km from the Lightning Ridge Post Office in 
the direction of Hebel? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services advised that the RMS are currently doing work on this 
grid. Council are to provide RMS with specification for this.  
 
Clr Lane 
 
Question 1 
A complaint has been received regarding the water restrictions. What restrictions are 
currently in place? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that in early January Council imposed Level 1 water 
restrictions. These restrictions did not allow for sprinkler use at any time. Council has 
previously adopted water restrictions that result in a stark difference between no restrictions 
and Level 1. Upon his return from leave the General Manager lessened the restrictions to 
allow for sprinklers to be used between 5-8am and 6-9pm. The General Manager noted that 
Council’s current water restriction policy will need to be revised in the future. Clr Keir is to 
follow up with the complainant. 
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Clr Martinez 
 
Question 1 
The trees in Pandora Street are currently dying. Can this be resolved as soon as possible? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services is to visit Pandora Street and investigate 
the state of the current sprinkler system in order for the trees to receive adequate water. 
 
Clr Greenaway 
 
Question 1 
What is the progress of the repairs to the Collarenebri bank house? 
Response 
The General Manager advises that arrangements to commence renovations to the premises 
have fallen through but a second builder is currently being approached. The issue of the 
future operation of the agency will be subject of a report to the April, 2014 meeting.  
 
Question 2 
When will work be carried out on the bridges located on Shire Road 5 and does Council 
intend to renew the bitumen on the approaches to these bridges? 
Response 
The Projects Officer advises that the bridge approaches were repaired in early March 2014. 
Work has not yet been carried out on the bridges.  
 
Clr Keir   
 
Question 1 
What is happening with the state of the grounds at the Court House? 
Response 
The General Manager advised that the Court Administration has recently changed and it is 
anticipated that the issue should not continue under the new administration.  
 
Question 2 
The Walgett Sporting Club board have not received a letter from Council advising that they 
have received funding. 
Response 
The General Manager advised that this may have been overlooked in his absence while on 
leave. The General Manager advises that the club has been requested to provide an invoice 
which will be paid immediately once received.  
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13. Reports of Committees/Delegates 
 
13.1 Walgett Shire Council Health & Safety Committee Minutes 
 

Minutes of Health & Safety Committee Meeting – 13 February 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 

1. That the minutes of the Health & Safety Committee Meeting held 13 February 2014, 
having been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 

Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachment: 

Minutes of Health & Safety Committee Meeting 13 February 2014 
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13.2 OROC Meeting Minutes 
 

Minutes of OROC Meeting – 6 December 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 

1. That the minutes of the OROC Meeting held 6 December 2014, having been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 

Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachment: 
 
Minutes of OROC meeting 6 December 2014 
 
 
Note: 

 
A meeting of OROC is being held in Nyngan on Tuesday 25 March 2014   
following the LGNSW Workshop on the Independent Local Government Review 
Panel’s recommendations.  
 
As the Council meeting clashes with both the workshop and OROC meeting an 
apology has been tendered on behalf of Council. A detailed report commenting on 
the ILGRP recommendations is in the General Manager’s Report at item 14.1. 
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13.3 Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting – 12 December 2013 

 
Recommendation:  
 

1. That the minutes of the Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting held 12 December 2013, 
having been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting and 
the recommendations therein be adopted as resolutions of Council. 
 

Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachment: 
 
Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting 12 December 2013 
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13.4 Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting – 13 February 2014 

 
Recommendation:  
 

1. That the minutes of the Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting held 13 February 2014, 
having been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting and 
the recommendations therein be adopted as resolutions of Council. 
 

Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachment: 
 
Minutes of Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting 13 February 2014 
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13.5 Walgett Shire Council Plant Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Minutes of Walgett Shire Council Plant Committee Meeting -  

 
Recommendation:  
 

1. That the minutes of the Walgett Shire Council Plant Committee Meeting held 4 March 
2014, having been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting 
and the recommendations therein adopted as resolutions of Council. 
 

Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachment: 
 
Minutes of Walgett Shire Council Plant Committee Meeting 4 March 2014 
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14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 

 
COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – MARCH 2014 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 
Summary: 

 
This schedule summarises the action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous 
meeting of Council this year. 

 
Background: 

 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions as well as any other matters raised at previous Meetings this year which required 
action and are still outstanding. The exception is for the last meeting where items that have 
been completed are included. Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised 
with the General Manager prior to the meeting.  

 
Current Position: 

 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion. Currently a detailed review 
is being undertaken of all resolutions passed in 2013 and a report detailing which resolutions 
have been completed and which are still in progress is being undertaken.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Resolution Register March 2014 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolution should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Council and Manex Team 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 

 
That the resolutions register be received and noted. It is requested that any queries be 
raised with the General Manager prior to meeting day facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 

 

Council’s Decision Action Report – March 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 

 That the Resolution Register for March 2014 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  

 
Resolution Register- March 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 11
th

 February 2014 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/3 

That a temporary licence for a period of one (1) year be granted to the 
Collarenebri Golf Club for use of part reserve (R82811) for use of the 
golf course and clubhouse including but not limited to the following 
conditions; . 
Provision of evidence of public liability insurance 
The finalisation of a scope of works for renovation of the clubhouse in 
conjunction with council including a joint risk assessment, 
That occupation of the clubhouse not be approved until it has been 
made habitable and safe to Council’s satisfaction. 
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Letter forwarded 
to Club. Meeting with Club 
reps to progress works. 

Director Corporate Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/4 

That Council considers making provision for $41,250 in the 2014/15 
budget being 50% of the total quoted funds to refurbish/upgrade of the 
existing male jockey’s facilities and the addition of female jockey 
change and washrooms. 
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility 
document provided to 
Finance Manager. 

Director Corporate Services 

 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/5 

That Council consults with the Burren Junction Community in order to 
ascertain an agreeable outcome based on community needs in 
conjunction with Council resourcing strategies/financial framework.  
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Preparation for 
meeting in progress. 

Director Corporate Services 

 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/12 

1.Council review  the Independent Local Government Review Panel’s 
and Taskforce’s Final Reports and supporting documentation 
2.Council prepare an appropriate submission commenting on the 
Recommendations made in the Panel’s and Taskforce’s Final Report.    
3.Agree to having a joint seminar for the Councillors from Bourke, 
Brewarrina and Walgett Shires on Tuesday 18 February, 2014 at 
Brewarrina to consider advancing  the Barwon Darling Coordination 
Group concept, with the seminar facilitated by Mr Graeme Fleming. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General Manager 

14.3.14 Report prepared 
for March 2013 Meeting.  
14.3.14 Joint Seminar held 
18.2.14 

General Manager 

 
 
 
 
Completed 14.4.14  
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/17 

1. That Council support the monument restoration project and provide 
funding of $2,000 from the community projects budget 11.03561.1480. 
2. That the project committee be informed of Council’s requirements 
for supervision of the project and the preparation of a risk assessment. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Letter sent to 
applicant.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/19 

1.That Council endorse the proposed replacement or refurbishment 
the Gray Park toilet block.  
2.That Council consider making provision in the 2014/2015 budget of 
an amount of $75,000 for the replacement or refurbishment of the 
existing amenities block in Gray Park  
3.That Council also investiage the Walgett caravan park toilets. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Woodock 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility 
document provided to 
Finance Manager. Assets 
Officer requested to 
prepare a condition 
assessment for Alex 
Trevallion Park Toilets 
(Walgett Caravan Park 
toilets).  

Director Corporate Services 
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11th February 
2014 

2/2014/20 

That consideration for provision to be made in the 2013/2014 budget 
for an amount of $20,000 to conduct an investigation and 
development of options for the design and upgrade of the 
administration building air conditioning system. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Specifications 
being developed.  

Director Corporate Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/22 

That the following applications be granted financial assistance under 
Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 for the second round 
of 2013/2014; 
Walgett Little Athletics 
Walgett RSL 
Barwon District Anglican Church 
ICPA 
Australian Opal Centre 

 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded: Clr Keir 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Letters forwarded 
to applicants.  

Director Corporate Services 

 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/24 

1. That Council make a gratuity payment to Mr Les Greene in due 
recognition of his constant devotion to his duties during his continuous 
period of service of 53 years with Walgett Shire Council. 
2. That the General Manager may use his discretion in determining 
the amount and type of payment to be made to Mr Greene.  
 
Moved:  Clr Woodcock 
Seconded: Clr Keir 

General Manager 
14.3.14 Negotiations 
proceeded on basis of 
gratuity plus vehicle.  

General Manager 

 
14.3.14 Completed.  

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/29 

1. Adopt the Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2014, subject to 
the amendment allowing 12 months for the removal of existing 
security shutters.  
2.    Request that the General Manager: 
(a) Give public notice of Walgett Shire Council’s decision to adopt the 
Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2014 via advertisements 
within the Walgett Spectator and Lightning Ridge News. 
(b) Make the Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2014 publically 
available via Council’s website. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

Completed and website 
amended 10/3/2014. 
 

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/32 

 
That Council resolves to approve the application by AWB Grainflow 
Pty Ltd to modify development consent DA2004/034 for the upgrading 
of the Beanbri Silo to a 180,000 tonnes grains storage facility at 5584 
Beanbri Road, Walgett (Lot 1 DP 1009636) subject to the 

recommended modified conditions of development consent.  
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Taylor 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 
Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 
Completed 17 February 2014. 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/36 

 
That Council note and accept the offer of $ 250,000 for the 5.7 km 
rehabilitation works and $50,000 for  the intersection upgrade - Basic 
right (BAR) turn treatment as per Development consent condition 5  as 
per attached scope of works 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 

Director Engineering 
Services 

19.02.2014 – Deed 
agreement has been sent 
to Council’s legal adviser. 

Director Engineering Services 
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Seconded:  Clr Walford 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/39 

1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2.That the actions of the Acting General Manager to engage Lawyer 
Piper Alderman under the funding agreement with Bentham IMF Ltd 
be endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Matter ongoing.  Director Corporate Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/39 

That an onsite inspection of the property by Councillors is scheduled 
and this item is deferred to the March Council meeting. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

11.03.14 Inspection being 
arranged by Executive 
Assistant.  

Director Planning & Regulatory 
Services 

 



LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEKLY RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL 
 GOVERNMENT NSW – MARCH 2014 

 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 

 

 
Summary: 

 
 Copies of weekly circulars numbers 5 – 9 received from Local Government NSW since the 

February Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  
 

Background: 
 

The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of councillors: 

 

 
Issue 5 

 

Item 4: Register Now for Leaders Forums on Review Panel’s Report 
 

Issue 6 
 

Item 4: Consultation Deadline Extended – Local Government Reform 
Item 11: National Awards for Local Government – 2014 Nominations 
 

Issue 7 
 
Item 6: New Climate Risk Workshop Date Announced 
Item 7: Applications Now Open for NSW Crown Reserve Funding 
Item 10: Sustainable Roads Forums – Upcoming Dubbo Forum 
 
Issue 8 
 
Item 8: Australian Government Announces Drought Relief Package 
Item 9: Infrastructure Funding to Improve Regional Water Supply 
Item 13: Business Advisory Services Grants Progam – Now Open 
Item 14: LED Street Lighting Seminar 
Item 16: Regional Air Services Inquiry – Submissions Due by Friday 14 March 
 
Issue 9 
 
Item 12: NSW Recreational Fishing Trusts Funding 
 
Current Position: 

 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any 
matters of interest with the General Manager prior to the Meeting. Staff also have the task of 
following up and lodging application for grant funding where funding for Council projects may 
be available. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 

Nil 
 

Governance issues: 
 

Senior Management Staff and Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and 
keep abreast of Local Government issues occurring at Industry level. 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
Legal Issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Not Applicable 

 
Conclusion: 

 
Both Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to consider the contents of the various 
circulars and determine what action, if any, needs to be taken. 

 

Circulars Received from the Local Government NSW  

 
Recommendation: 
 

That the information contained in the weekly circulars numbers 5 – 9 from the Local 
Government NSW be received and noted. 

 
Moved:    
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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Circulars received from the Local Government Department 
of Premier and Cabinet – March 2014 

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Copies of circulars received 14-03 to 14-05 from the Local Government Division Department 
of Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 

 
Background: 

 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of councillors: 

 
Circular 14.03 – Improvement and Intervention Framework for NSW Councils 
 
Circular 14.04 – Extension of time Panel and Taskforce Submissions 
 
Circular 14.05 – 2014 Minister’s Awards for Women in Local Government 
 

All circulars have been emailed to Councillors prior to Council meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 

 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors 
under separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on 
Local Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  

 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 

 

Circulars Received from the Division of Local Government – March 2014  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 14-03 to 14-05 from 
the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  

 
Attachments: 
 
Circulars 14-03 to 14-05 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR – MARCH 2014 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Monthly calendar of Council activities. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly 
in-house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff 
to plan their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when 
they have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send 
meeting notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is 
received meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar 
and the representative(s) names flagged. 

 
Current Position: 
 
The calendar for the months of March 2014 to May 2014 is attached. Councillors are 
requested to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming 
community or councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 

Not applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 

 

Monthly Calendar –March 2014 to May 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period March 2014 to 
May 2014. 
 
Moved:    
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
  
Calendar for March 2014 to May 2014. 
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March 2014 

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Sat 1 March    

Sun 2 March    

Mon 3 March 09:00am Western NSW Councils Annual Conference – Hillston Mayor & General Manager 

Tues 4 March 
09:00am 

3:00pm 

Western NSW Councils Annual Conference – Hillston 

Extra-Ordinary Council Meeting – Walgett  

Mayor & General Manager 

All Councillors & Directors 

Weds 5 March    

Thurs 6 March 09:30am REMC Meeting – Dubbo General Manager 

Fri 7 March    

Sat 8 March    

Sun 9 March    

Mon 10 March    

Tues 11 March 2:00pm Extra-Ordinary Council Meeting – GM Performance Review All Councillors 

Weds 12 March 9:00am GMAC Meeting – Dubbo  General Manager 

Thurs 13 March    

Fri 14 March    

Sat 15 March    

Sun 16 March    

Mon 17 March    

Tues 18 March     

Weds 19 March 1:30pm CMCC Meeting – Gilgandra 
General Manager, Clrs 

Greenaway, Taylor & 
Woodcock. 

Thurs 20 
March 

3:00pm Internal Audit Meeting – Gilgandra 
General Manager, Mayor, Clr 

Woodcock & Director 
Corporate Services 

Fri 21 March 9:00am Walgett LEP meeting with Kevin Humphries – Walgett 
General Manager, Clr Lane, 

Director Planning/Reg Services 

Sat 22 March    

Sun 23 March    

Mon 24 March    

Tues 25 March 

9:00am 

10:00am 

1:00pm 

LGNSW ILGRP Workshop – Nyngan 

Council Meeting – Lightning Ridge  

OROC Meeting – Nyngan 

Apology 

All Councillors & Directors 

Apology 

Weds 26 March    

Thurs 27 March    

Fri 28 March     

Sat 29 March    

Sun 30 March    

Mon 31 March    
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April 2014 

 

  

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Tues 1 April    

Weds 2 April    

Thurs 3 April    

Fri 4 April    

Sat 5 April    

Sun 6 April    

Mon 7 April    

Tues 8 April 2:00pm Special Meeting – Strategic Planning All Councillors & Directors 

Weds 9 April    

Thurs 10 April    

Fri 11 April    

Sat 12 April    

Sun 13 April    

Mon 14 April    

Tues 15 April    

Weds 16 April    

Thurs 17 April    

Fri 18 April  Good Friday  

Sat 19 April  Easter Saturday  

Sun 20 April  Easter Sunday   

Mon 21 April  Easter Monday  

Tues 22 April    

Weds 23 April    

Thurs 24 April    

Fri 25 April  ANZAC Day  

Sat 26 April    

Sun 27 April    

Mon 28 April    

Tues 29 April 10:00am Council Meeting – Collarenebri TBC Subject to report at item 14.1 All Councillors & Directors 

Weds 30 April    
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May 2014 

 

  

Date of 
Meeting 

Time What Who 

Thurs 1 May    

Fri 2 May    

Sat 3 May    

Sun 4 May    

Mon 5 May    

Tues 6 May    

Weds 7 May    

Thurs 8 May    

Fri 9 May    

Sat 10 May    

Sun 11 May    

Mon 12 May    

Tues 13 May    

Weds 14 May    

Thurs 15 May    

Fri 16 May    

Sat 17 May    

Sun 18 May    

Mon 19 May    

Tues 20 May    

Weds 21 May    

Thurs 22 May    

Fri 23 May    

Sat 24 May    

Sun 25 May    

Mon 26 May    

Tues 27 May 10:00am Council Meeting – Walgett All Directors & Councillors  

Weds 28 May    

Thurs 29 May    

Fri 30 May    

Sat 31 May    
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IMPLEMENTATION OF PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT 
PROCESS 

REPORTING SECTION: Governance 

AUTHOR:    D H Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
 
Recent dealings with disciplinary actions have identified inadequacies in Council’s Practice 
and Procedures, with regards to “Procedural Fairness”, during the initialisation of the 
disciplinary process.  
 
Background: 
 
From time to time it is necessary to engage in disciplinary proceedings with staff. A formal 
and set process has been engaged in the past. Recent dealings have found that the initial 
steps to the process need to be more clarified and involve written, checked roles, 
responsibilities and expectations.  
 
 Council has developed a template and procedure which underpins the roles, responsibilities 
and expectations of those engaging in the Individual Performance Improvement Plan (IPIP).  
 
Supervisors and managers engaging staff in disciplinary matters are required to have the 
knowledge of the process and procedures so as to comply with “Procedural Fairness”.        
 
Current Position: 
 
Supervisors and Managers engaging staff in disciplinary matters lack experience in this 
area. The process has been prepared and has the concurrence of Local Government 
advisory bodies. Staff will be informed of the defined process which can be introduced and 
undertaken by supervisors, managers and staff.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
WSC Code of Conduct 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
N/A 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Council and staff 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The process has been clearly defined, supervisors and managers will be coached in the 
process and a clearer outcome will be the end result.  
 

Implementation of Performance Management Process 
 
Recommendation:  
 
 For Council’s information. 
   
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 
 
Attachment:  

 
Walgett Shire Council Performance Management Checklist 
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VARIATION OF COUNCIL MEETING DATE  
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
 
To vary the date of the April, 2014 Council Meeting because it runs into the Easter holiday 
period. 
 
Background: 
 
The scheduled date of the April, 2014 Council Meeting set in December, 2013 is Tuesday 22 
April, 2014. 
 
Current Position: 
 
It has now been noted that this date falls between Easter Monday and Anzac Day and that 
because of these public holidays falls in a three day working week within the term two school 
holidays. 
 
It is suggested that the meeting be moved back one week to 29 April, 2014. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Council Meeting Date Schedule 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Staff 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Make no change 
 
Conclusion: 
That in view of running into the Easter holiday period, the April Meeting of Council be moved 
back one week to Tuesday 29 April, 2014. 
 
 

Variation of Council Meeting Date 
 
Recommendation:  
 
 That in view of running into the Easter holiday period, the April meeting of Council be moved 
back one week to Tuesday 29 April 2014.  
   
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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SES CONTROLLER APPOINTMENT CONFIRMATION 

 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
 
To confirm new SES controller appointments and existing SES controllers re-appointments. 
 
Background: 
Copies of new appointments/re-appointments to the SES positions at Lightning Ridge and 
Glengarry and Collarenebri, Carinda and Walgett are attached. 
   
Current Position: 
 
The SES regional Controller has been verbally advised that Council supports the 
appointments. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
SES appointment advices 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Shire SES units 
Local communities 
Walgett Shire 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Legal Issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Not applicable 
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Conclusion: 
That Council endorse action taken to support the new appointments/re-appointments to the 
SES positions at Lightning Ridge and Glengarry and Collarenebri, Carinda and Walgett and 
extend letters of appreciation to the outgoing controllers and those being re-appointed and 
also congratulate the newly appointed controllers. 
 
 

SES Controller Appointment Confirmations 
 
Recommendation:  
 
 That Council endorse action taken to support the new appointments/re-appointments to the 
SES positions at Lightning Ridge and Glengarry and Collarenebri, Carinda and Walgett and 
extend letters of appreciation to the outgoing controllers and those being re-appointed and 
also congratulate the newly appointed controllers. 
   
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 

 
Attachments: 
5 appointment/re-appointment letters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

94 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

95 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

96 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

97 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

98 
 

 
  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

99 
 

REVITALISING LOCAL GOVERNMENT – COMMENT ON ILGRP 
RECOMMENDATIONS  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
To afford Council the opportunity to comment on the recommendations put forward by the 
Independent Local Government Reform Panel. 
 
Background: 
The Independent Local Government Reform Panel, in its final Report release in January, 
2014 put forward a series of 65 recommendations.  Originally comment on these 
recommendations was due to close on Friday 7 March, 2014 but after many requests for 
extension the closing date has now been extended to Friday 4 April, 2014. 
 
Current Position: 
A number of workshops have been held around the State to consider and encourage 
comment on the 65 recommendations. 
 
Council representatives have attended meetings convened by both the Western Division 
Group of LGNSW as well as the OROC group of Councils. 
 
A submission (attached) has now been prepared incorporating key points raised at both 
those sessions as well as a level of local comment to specific local issues. 
 
The opportunity will be available for Council to add to, delete or otherwise vary the attached 
submission 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Independent Local Government Reform Panel Final Report - October, 2013. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council and community 
 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Legal Issues: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 
That Council consider the attached draft submission, make any changes it considers 
appropriate and forward it to the Office of Local Government prior to 4 April, 2014 
 

Revitalising Local Government – Comment on ILGRP Recommendations 
 
Recommendation: 
  
That Council consider the attached draft submission, make any changes it considers 
appropriate and forward it to the Office of Local Government prior to 4 April, 2014. 
   
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 
Attachments: 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
FROM GENERAL MANAGER – MARCH 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
1. Eurool Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation  

 
On 11 March 2014 Council received correspondence from the Eurool Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal Corporation (ETOAC). The ETOAC is currently completing a 
business plan in relation to the use of Eurool Station, situated 15km southwest of 
Collarenebri and currently owned by the Indigenous Land Corporation on behalf of 
the Kamilaroi people. The attached correspondence outlines the elements of the 
business plan and identifies organisations and/or individuals that may assist ETOAC 
with their project. The correspondence further notes that ETOAC met with Council 
representatives on 28 February 2014, and that they view Council to be “essential 
partners in this venture”.   

 
2. Revised 2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget Preparation Schedule 

Since the being discussed at the February, 2014 meeting, it has been necessary to 

vary the proposed draft 2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget Preparation Schedule.     

As previously advised you will notice that it is planned to do a couple of things 

differently when compared with last year.  

The first is to have a special council meeting to get our councillors involved in the 

planning process as early as possible by reviewing and updating them with our 

current integrated planning and reporting documentation and priorities already 

identified by the community but allowing them the opportunity to consider and 

prioritise capital works proposals for 2014/15 to 2017/18. This meeting will now be 

held on Tuesday 8 April, 2014.  

Second is the need to have the draft 2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget ready for 

adoption as early as possible.  The main aim in doing this is to allow the preparation 

of the 2013/14 financial statements to commence well before the end of the financial 

year so as to ensure they are ready for audit early and lodged on time.  We will have 

new auditors and we want to be sure any delays can’t be put down to Council’s staff 

or our accounting systems. 

Third, it is intended to re-introduce the concept of “community forums” during the 

public exhibition period for the Operating Plan and Budget.  We need an opportunity 

to keep the community fully informed with regards the restructure of local government 

and this approach affords us the opportunity to do a number of things at the same 

time. Community forums will now be held throughout the Shire during the period from 

Wednesday 7 May to Friday 30 May. 
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Fourth, it is intended for our Finance Manager and Directors to use the capital works 

template we set up a couple of years ago so as to get our capital works costing as 

accurate as possible and supported by appropriate documentation like detailed 

estimates and quotations.   No capital items will be considered without the necessary 

forms and supporting documentation/information. 

 Revised Draft 2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget - Preparation Schedule 

Friday 11 January            Finance Manager to review, finalise and circulate a 2014/15 

capital works template to all Directors. 

Friday 24 January             Directors submit draft capital works proposals for 2014/15 

to 2017/18 with supporting documentation 

Tuesday 4 February          General Manager and Directors meet to consider draft 

capital works proposals for 2014/15 to 2017/18 

Tuesday 1 April General Manager and Directors meet to consider draft 

Operational Plan and Budget for 2014/15 including capital 

works proposals for 2014/15 

Tuesday 1 April  Draft 2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget, draft rates, 

charges and fees for 2014/15 and supporting 

documentation to be finalised. 

Tuesday  8 April Special Council meeting to review 2012/2021 Community 

Strategic Plan, The Resourcing Strategy (incorporating the 

Long Term Financial Plan, Workforce Management Plan 

and Asset Management Plans), 2014/2017 Delivery 

Program incorporating the 2013/14 Operating Plan. To 

consider and prioritise draft capital works proposals for 

2014/15 to 2017/18 

Tuesday 28 April  April  Ordinary Council Meeting to adopt draft 2014/15 

Operating Plan and Budget and set draft rates, charges 

and fees for 2014/15. 

Wednesday 7  May to Friday 30 May – Public Exhibition Period for 2014/15 

Operating Plan and Budget.  Tentative Community Forums 

Schedule to include Burren Junction, Carinda, 

Collarenebri, Come By Chance, Cumborah, Grawin, 

Lightning Ridge, Rowena, and Walgett. 

Tuesday 3 June  2014/15 Operating Plan and Budget – Public submissions 

will close at 4 pm following public exhibition period. 

Tuesday 10 June               Ordinary May Council Meeting - Formally adopt 2014/15 

Operating Plan and Budget after considering 

report/submissions received during public exhibition 

period. 
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3. Expression of Interest Regional Express – Western Air Services 

A copy of an expression of interest Council has lodged with Regional Express (REX) 

in respect of the provision of air services to Western NSW is attached.  At this stage 

no response has been received. 

4. Mobile Phone Coverage Submission 

A copy of a submission prepared in response to the Federal Department of 

Communications Mobile Coverage Discussion Paper is attached for Council’s 

information. 

Council’s submission recommends that existing Telstra towers at: 

 Berkley Downs, Come By Chance and 

 Marshmead Land, Walgett 

In the submission Council stresses that it simply wants our local businesses and 

residents to be able to enjoy the benefits and have similar access to mobile services 

as the rest of Australia. 

5. Regional Aviation Submission 

A copy of a submission prepared for the NSW Legislative Assembly Standing 

Committee on State Development in respect of the provision of Regular Passenger 

Transport  (RPT) Services regional areas.  Council’s submission addresses a number 

of issues  and focuses on the loss of efficiency to both government and private 

enterprises between air travel and alternative road travel which mor than triples the 

time taken. 

Council’s submission also identifies that there is little difference between the cost or 

air or road travel when all relevant cost factors are taken into account. 

The submission recommends the introduction of fare subsidy/underwriting on a 

tender basis, the government purchase and lease back of aircraft to commercial 

operators or a combination of both as a means of overcoming the lack of air services 

to Western NSW towns previously served by “hub and spoke” services through 

Dubbo.   

6. Drought Relief Submission 

A copy of Council’s Drought Submission presented to Prime Minister Hon Tony 

Abbott MP at Bourke on Sunday 16 February, 2014 is attached for Council’s 

information. 

Whilst recent additional drought announcements have not included Council’s 

proposed employment relief scheme, a second opportunity will present itself shortly 

when the Federal Agriculture Minister calls for submissions in respect of his soon to 

be released white paper 
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7.  Cost Shifting Survey 

A copy of a cost shifting survey recently collated by OROC in respect of OROC Councils is 

attached for Councillors’ information. The survey makes very interesting reading and the 

information sourced will be useful when making future submissions to government. 

 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only – General Manager 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed for brief mention or information is received, noted and 

endorsed. 
 a) Eurool Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation 
 b) Revised 2014/15 Operating Plan & Budget Preparation Schedule 
 c) Expression of Interest Regional Express 
 d) Mobile Phone Coverage Submission 
 e) Regional Aviation Submission 
 f) Drought Relief Submission 
 g) Cost Shifting Survey 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

 
Attachments: 
 
Correspondence from ETOAC 
Expression of Interest Regional Express 
Mobile Phone Submission 
Regional Aviation Submission 
Drought Relief Submission 
Cost Shifting Survey 
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Eurool Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation (ETOAC) 

Mr Don Murray - 

Senior Elder Collarenebri clan of the Goomeri (Kamilaroi) Nation and 

Chairman of the Board (ETOAC) Collarenebri NSW 

Mr James (Jim) Tribe  -  

Goomeri 

 

Following is a synopsis of what ETOAC is about and what we have to offer the 

wider Australian community. 

Around 19 years ago the lease on Eurool Station (15,000 acres) ran out, and 

under the Native Title Act a notice was sent out by government that, under the 

Act, aboriginal people that could prove connection to the land could put in a 

claim for the station.  About one hundred people put in for that claim.  This 

triggered the Indigenous Land Corporation (ILC) to purchase the station then 

hold it on behalf of the true descendants of the Gomeroi (Kamilaroi) Aboriginal 

people whose traditional clan area encompassed Eurool Station. The property is 

situated approximately 15km southwest of Collarenebri on the Gwydir 

Highway, New South Wales. (See the attached document A.G Mathews) In this 

document it is recorded that Don Murrays Grandfather was a 17 year old initiate 

at the Bora initiation rite at Gundablui in 1894. 

After 18 years Mr Don Murray & his clan did prove beyond any doubt that they 

were indeed the descendants of the original inhabitants. Under the ILC rules 

Don & his clan had to form a corporation for the hand over, in title and deed, of 

the property. Also a business plan had to be done to enable the corporation 

access to Federal, State and Local government and non-government funding. 

Even though the business plan has elements of a sheep and cattle station in it, it 

also encompasses horticulture and tourism. It is the intention of ETOAC to 

gradually enhance the business plan as developments in our negotiations are 

achieved. The land will be handed over in to Mr Murray and his clan in May 

2014, although full access is afforded now. A 3 bay all purpose shed has already 

been completed and water allocation secured with a solar pump already set up 

and running water to the shed and funding to complete water line and tanks to 

the rest of the property. 

ETOAC intends to bring Eurool station back to its original state as close as 

possible in its  flora and fauna and farm traditional aboriginal medicines in the 

traditional way, primarily Weeping Pittosporum Angustifolium otherwise 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

120 
 

known as Guwiirra, Gumbi Gumbi,  Native Apricot, Cattle Bush (see attached 

info) and Eremophila longifolia otherwise known as Yurull (Urah) Emu Bush, 

Emu Apple, Berrigan. Other foods and medicines will also be subject to our 

attention. ETOAC will be seeking assistance on a professional level from soil 

scientists, botanists ECT in the reinvigoration of the soils which are not in good 

condition then the establishment of crops. An idea of a carp fertiliser factory has 

been discussed. 

The Emu Bush is considered to be the most important traditional medicinal and 

ritualistic plant across all aboriginal Australia throughout history.  Cattle bush 

would easily be 2
nd

 in the line of significance. The health and deportment of 

Aboriginal people has been significantly documented by people such as Joseph 

Banks, Burke and Wills to Norman Tindale and from this the general view was 

Aboriginal people never knew such as virals (colds, flu) many people were 

wiped out by these and other diseases brought to the continent via ship. The 

Aboriginal people of Australia were prior to the coming of Europeans  

Naturopaths. Emu bush and native apricot were part of the everyday diet just 

like we eat salads today with the difference being its medicinal properties, and 

therefore the best anecdotal evidence of these and other medicines/foods used 

by all of our forbears. 

As we seek and enter into negotiations it is to be remembered all final decisions 

will be decided by the board of ETOAC and its members. The tyranny of 

distance is a hindrance for the project as many of the people, institutions, 

government bodies that we need assistance from to make it happen are far 

removed from the situation on the ground not only physically but mentally as 

well. 
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ETOAC/Natures International Solutions Pty Ltd trading as the Herb Store. 

Negotiations have begun in earnest with the women of this group in two ways, 

1 to have assistance in the growing of herbs and the establishment of herb 

gardens at Eurool. 

2 the selling of our products in leaf form at this stage in teas mixed with herbs 

and raw leaf for herbal pillows, we suspect the latter will work well as both 

plants give off pheromones closely related to human pheromones.  

ETOAC/University of New England 

The two scientists that know more about these two plants academically than 

anyone else are at the University of New England at Armidale, they are 

Associate Professor Graham Jones and Nick Sadgrove.  

Twelve weeks ago Nick captured the smoke of the Emu Bush in the lab and 

discovered forming within the smoke of the plant a never seen before anti-biotic 

molecule. Although our forbears never knew of such things as an antibiotic 

molecule they knew it worked.   

Swinburne University recently discovered that Emu Bush stops Golden 

Staphylococcus Aureus in its tracks and with its antiseptic properties it may 

well be the best mouthwash in history as it only targets the bad bacteria and 

promotes the good (see attached). 

We have been informed, by the above mentioned scientists, that surgeons in a 

private hospital, who are known to them, are currently using Emu Bush to wash 

body replacement parts  i.e.: hip replacement parts, prior to placing these parts 

into patients.  

It has also been made known to us that much of the information used by others 

is information gathered by the two scientists at Armidale as they are obliged to 

put on the UNE web site any and all of their findings as UNE is a publicly 

funded institution. 

We also know that the Gumby plant mixed with Sorbolene cream, from 

anecdotal evidence, fixes eczema overnight, and a number of other skin 

ailments. Don and I went to the UNE at Armidale on the 11
th
 & 12

th
 of 

February.  We met both of the above scientists as well as soil scientists and the 

members of the Oorala (Aboriginal) unit.  We have discussed having the Oorala 

Unit host an anecdotal two day meeting where people that already use these 

medicines with differing ailments and who have had successes with them will 

tell of their experiences to the medical and scientific professionals.  There will 
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also be a number of people with eczema and other skin conditions who will be 

commencing a trial (topical only) using the fore mentioned plants. We will be 

seeking some funding for this to take place. 

 

ETOAC/ANU John Curtin School of Medicine. 

 

On the 26
th
 of February we me with Professor Simon Easteal PhD, MBA, 

Director, National Centre for Indigenous Genomics and Dr Madeleine Nicol 

BSC (Hons), PhD at the ANU John Curtin School of medicine, we told them of 

or connection with UNE Armidale and a brief overview of what our intentions 

are and an idea of holding a symposium at ANU with Oorala being host has 

been proposed, of course all due procedures and protocols to be followed.  

Further talks are pending. 

  

ETOAC/Blackmore’s 

 

After researching and reading about Blackmore’s including Director and 

Chairman Marcus Blackmore and CEO Christine Holgate we came to a 

conclusion that their position/philosophy on natural healing/medicines was very 

much on par with our forbears way of life and therefore decided to send an 

Email to CEO Christine Holgate in anticipation that we may enter into 

discussions that might lead to an exciting opportunity together, and with her 

reply we have had our first discussions with Evan Hayes BSc MSc toward a 

goal of a Memorandum of Understanding. 

From these initial discussions Blackmore’s are having internal discussions and 

reviewing and studying the evidence. 

Currently we are progressing toward an MOU and a Guiding Set of Principles 

to take us to the next step.  A copy of Graham Jones & Nick Sadgroves thesis 

has been handed to Blackmore’s for Dr Lesley Braun to do the due diligence 

and check the scientific facts. The eventual partnership/JV is to be between 

ETOAC and Blackmores only.  

We see ETOAC as a supplier of product made at Collarenebri, then sent in bulk 

to be packaged and labelled by them but also working with us in the artwork of 

the labelling artwork with ETOAC/Other Aboriginal Clans & Nations 

 

Once the negotiations have concluded with Blackmores and other stakeholders 

all of the neighbouring clans will through aboriginal custom be invited to 
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Eurool for formal negotiations following Aboriginal customs and laws then 

formal partnerships formed legally in the modern day sense, if agreed to they 

will be afforded everything ETOAC has bought about equally. To ETOAC 

these are the most important negotiations of all and many of these negotiations 

are although preliminary, well advanced. 

 

 

ETOAC/Walgett Shire Council 

 

We have had a first meeting with members of the Walgett Shire Council at 

Eurool station two Fridays ago, this went very well and they understand this 

project is for all Australians. 

We view the Walgett Shire as essential partners in this venture and further 

negotiations and talks are required to reach this point. Council would be able to 

assist in a variety of ways and we see employment opportunities as just one of 

the benefits to Council and thereby the community.  

ETOAC/Partners and other stakeholders on Supply. 

A number of non Aboriginal property owners with differing amounts of both 

emu bush and native apricot have been approached and have expressed a keen 

interest. ETOAC have also expressed the idea of doing the same through 

Walgett shire Council to farmers/station owners throughout the Walgett Shire. 

ETOAC has been actively seeking partners in shops, marketeers, and other 

health outlets and are currently going very well at it. 

ETOAC/Ronnie Reddicliffe/CMT RTO 

Talks with Mr Ronnie Reddicliffe have resulted in ETOAC beginning 

negotiations utilising Ronnie’s Registered Training Organisation (CMT) which 

has a good record with Aboriginal training from Mareeba to the Torres Straits. 

What ETOAC likes best of all is their training practice with 20% theory and 

80% practical in delivery. Ronnie also has 8,000 acres and a nursery in place 

ready to go and therefore a supplier as well. Ronnie and his Training manager 

Phil are also advisors to ETOAC and their input is most welcome. 

ETOAC/Federal Government 
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As Aboriginal people who are very reliant on federal govt funding for this 

project ETOAC views the Federal Governments role as a stakeholder which if 

handled correctly will be of a great benefit to all Australians in health, 

employment, and export dollars. ETOAC has noted both the major parties and 

for that matter minor parties and independents have expressed the view since 

the apology they are basically as one on such things as closing the gap in 

education and so on that ETOAC holds them all to it. We wish very much for a 

bi-partisan approach in the interests of all Australians. 

This is a project is a work in progress.  In my own opinion I think of it as the 

two most widely used Aboriginal medicinal plants being scientifically proven 

and properly attached to modern medicinal practices as stand-alone medicines 

in their own right or at the very least used as complimentary medicines.  

The project as far as ETOAC is concerned is for all Australians and as an 

economically viable and sustainable venture, for employment in the bush and 

then spreading to the wider community.  It is, in our view, the last vestige of 

any hope for real long term employment for many Aboriginal and non-

Aboriginal people and hope for their children as well as assisting people with 

health issues. Governments of all persuasions have often cited de-centralisation 

as a necessity in a sustainable future. 

Sincerely Yours  

Mr Don Murray  

Mr James Tribe 
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OROC COST SHIFTING SUMMARY 

 
 



14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

  
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as 
at 28 February 2014. 
 
Background: 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth 
Bank and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the 
account at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As at 28 February 2014 the operational bank account’s balance was $938,698.57. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

 
 
 
No Term Deposits were recalled. 
No new Term Deposits were made. 
No transfers were made from the BOS account.  
1 transfer was made to the BOS account to the value of $900,000.00. 
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As at 28 February 2014 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$14,500,000.00. The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
Term Deposits       $14,500,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $                0.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market values at 31 
January 2014 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. The CDO’s are at a N/A value. Legal 
proceedings against Lehman Brothers are in progress to reclaim a portion of the value 
invested. 
24 Hour Online Account Balance     $ 1,166,669.32 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
09/1772-02/0015 February 2014 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0001 Investments Report To Council 2013/2014 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
As at 28 February 2014 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$16,611,755.84 represented by: 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance   $     945,086.52 
Investments      $14,500,000.00 
24 Hour Online Saver Account   $  1,166,669.32 
  

CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 28 February 2014 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENTS 2013/14 

REPORTING SECTION: Finance Department 

AUTHOR:  Brad Pascoe – Finance Manager   

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report is to advise Council of the September and December Quarterly Budget Review 
Statements, outlining Council financial status following the original budget adoption for 2013/14 
fiscal year.  
 
Background: 
 
The quarterly review is a statutory requirement under the Local Government (General) 

Regulations 2005, Part 9, Division 3, Section 203 and is an essential aspect of Council's 

financial management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted to Council not later 

than two months after the end of each quarter, however have been delayed due to completion 

of Annual Financial Statements and other items.  

Current Position: 
 
The current position can be attained by viewing the attached Quarter 1 (period ending 
September 2013) and Quarter 2 (period ending 31st December 2013) Quarterly Budget Review 
Statements attached.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement September 2013 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement December 2013 
 
Governance issues: 
 
N/A 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The Quarterly Budget Reviews indicate Councils current financial projections for the 2013/14 
fiscal year, both at end of September and December periods.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
N/A 
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Conclusion: 
 
That Council note the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statements and adopt the 
adjustments/changes indicated within each report respectively.  
 
 

QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENTS 2013/14 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statements and adopt the 

adjustments/changes indicated within each report respectively. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
September 2013 Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
December 2013 Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
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SPONSORSHIP REQUEST  WALGETT MEMORIAL BOWLS CARNIVAL  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Manager Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Walgett District Sporting Clubs “Thorne’s Memorial Bowls Easter Carnival” is again in the 
planning stages to be held during Easter this year. The event expects to attract bowlers and 
their families from as far away as Dubbo, Newcastle and Sydney. It is believed that this event 
will provide substantial benefits to the community both socially and economically and is worthy 
of support. It is recommended that Council support this year’s event with provision of 
sponsorship of $500.00 from the Aboriginal projects vote.  
 
Background: 
 
The Walgett Sporting Club Memorial Bowls Carnival in memory of Thorn’s Family members was 

first held in 2013 with the Thorne family raising all the sponsorship funds. The 2013 event 

attracted many visiting bowlers and their families to Walgett during Easter and is becoming a 

valuable addition to the calendar of events within the Walgett Shire. The Thorne Family are a 

well-respected local family and Mr Eric Thorne was also a long serving employee of Walgett 

Shire Council. 

 
Current Position: 
 
The Walgett District Sporting Club is seeking sponsorship support from local businesses and 

organisations to conduct this year’s event. The Thorne Family is contributing $1500 and Council 

has received a request from the Walgett District Sporting Club LTD to provide sponsorship 

support to the event this year. It is believed that this event will provide substantial benefits to the 

community both socially and economically and is worthy of support. It is recommended that 

Council support this year’s event with provision of sponsorship of $500.00 from the Aboriginal 

projects vote as the community assistance vote has been expended. It will be suggested that 

the club apply in the January Community Assistance funding round should it seek sponsorship 

in future years. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic Plan 2012 – 2022 
Letter date 19th March 2014 and attached information / event flyer from Walgett District Sporting 
Club 
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Governance issues: 
 

There are no identified governance issues in relation to this matter. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this matter. 

 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Community 
Walgett District Sporting Club 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
It is recommended that the council’s contribution of $500.00 be funded from the Aboriginal 
projects budget number 11.03561.1479 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
That Council not support the request for funding. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
It is believed that this Event would have wide community support and attract significant numbers 
of past residents and visitors to Walgett during Easter. It is recommended that funding of 
$500.00 be provided and that the Walgett District Sporting Club be advised to submit an 
application to the January round of Council’s Community Assistance program should it seek 
sponsorship for future year’s events. 

 

Walgett Memorial Bowls Carnival Support  

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council provide sponsorship to the Walgett District Sporting Club for the Thorne’s 
Memorial Bowls Carnival in the sum of $500.00 from the Aboriginal Projects budget 
11.03561.1479 
 
2. That the Walgett Sporting Club be advised to submit an application to the January round of 
Council’s Community Assistance program should it wish to seek sponsorship for future year’s 
events.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:    
Event Flyer 
Letter from the Walgett District Sporting Club 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES – MARCH 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland– Director Corporate Services 

FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 

 
1. Request for Donation 
 
Outback Arts are facilitating a two (2) day workshop entitled ‘Mad Hatter Millinery for Rural 
Women’ at the Walgett Showground pavilion on 5 & 6 May 2014. 
 
A temporary licence has been issued and Outback Arts have requested that the licence fee of 
$150 be waived for this event. Council has a budget for Arts Development and the request for 
the fee to be waived has been approved administratively and funded from Art Development – 
11.03563.1487. 
 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Corporate Services 
– March 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Director Corporate Services for brief mention or information be 
received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:      

 
 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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14.3 DIRECTOR PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES 

ROAD DEDICATION, WALGETT 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matt Clarkson, Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1837 

 
Summary: 
 
SMK Consultants has written to Council asking it to request Crown Lands to dedicate Neill 
Street and part of Pitt Street in Walgett as Council public roads.  It is recommended that Council 
respond by writing to Crown Lands asking for them to be dedicated to Walgett Shire Council 
control.  
 
Background: 
 
SMK Consultants (SMK) have been engaged by Rod White to subdivide Lots 22, 50 & 54 DP 
750313 and Lots 511 & 512 DP 600800. In the course of their investigations, they found that 
Neill Street and part of Pitt Street form a part of Travelling Stock Reserve 12870 which is not 
dedicated to Council control (see map Attachment A). 
 
In a letter dated 27 February 2014, SMK requested that Council write to Crown Lands asking 
that management of these parts of the reserve be transferred to Council from Crown lands (see 
Attachment B). 
 
Current position: 
 
Council currently maintains formed roads over Neill Street and Pitt Street. As these roads are 
maintained by Council and form part of Walgett’s road infrastructure, it presents as being in the 
public interest to have them dedicated to Council control. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Roads Act 1993 
Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, 
which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
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Environmental issues: 
 
None. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
The public, Rod White, Walgett Shire Council, Crown Lands. 
 
Financial implications: 
 
Ongoing maintenance of Pitt and Neill Streets, which has historically been undertaken by 
Council. 
 
Alternative solutions / options: 
 
Not submit a request to Crown Lands that the roads be dedicated to Council control. This option 
has not been recommended as the roads form part of the Walgett network. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The suggested dedication of Neill and Pitt Streets to Council control present as being in the 
public interest. 
 

Road Dedication, Walgett 

 
It is recommended that Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the letter dated 27 February 2014 from SMK requesting that Council write to Crown 
Lands asking that control these parts of the reserve be transferred to Council from Crown lands. 
 
2. Respond to Crown Lands requesting that Neill Street and the part of Pitt Street that form part 
of Travelling Stock Reserve 12870 be dedicated to Council control. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments 
 
A – Map showing Neill Street and part of Pitt Street which are proposed to be dedicated to 
 Council management. 
B – Letter dated 27 February 2014 from SMK Consultants 
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ATTACHMENT B – LETTER DATED 27 FEBRUARY 2014 FROM SMK CONSULTANTS. 
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DA 2014/006, DWELLING EXTENSIONS, OPAL ST LIGHTNING RIDGE 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Town Planner, Matt Clarkson 

FILE NUMBER:   DA2014/006 

 
Summary: 
 
A Development Application has been received from Councillor Michael Taylor for dwelling 
extensions.  It is recommended that Council approve the application subject to the attached 
conditions of development consent. 
 
Background: 
 
Councillor Taylor has lodged an application to install a front patio awning, and a rear patio 
awning / carport on a dwelling at 37 Opal Street Lightning Ridge (Lot 30 DP 752756). 
 
A copy of the Development Application Assessment Report has been provided as Attachment 
A. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As Councillor Taylor is a sitting representative, the application has been referred to Council for 
determination. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
* Walgett Development Control Plan 2014. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, 
which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of 

the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
 
Voting:- Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a 
motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors 
voting for and against the motion must be recorded. 
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Environmental issues: 
 
No significant adverse environmental issues known or expected.  See attached Development 
Application Assessment Report for more information. 
Stakeholders: 
 
The applicant, public, and Walgett Shire Council. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
None known or expected. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Refuse the application - This option has not been recommended as there appears to be no 
reasonable basis for refusing the application. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
It is recommended that Council; 
 

Review of Development Determination 2014/006 – Michael Taylor 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Approve Development Application DA2014/006 by Michael Taylor for dwelling extensions 

on Lot 30 DP 752756 subject to the conditions of development consent recommended in 
the application assessment report. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 

A - DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT REPORT DA2014/006 
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OFF LEASH AREA FOR DOGS AT LIGHTNING RIDGE 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director of Planning & Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   10/313 

 

 
Summary:  
 
Council has received a response from Crown Lands regarding the proposed establishment of an 
off-leash area for dogs at Lightning Ridge.  It is recommended that Council proceed with the 
establishment of the area over part of the Lions Park. Council will note that at the February 2014 
Council resolved for this item to be deferred in order to be considered at this meeting.  
 
Background: 
 
At a meeting held on 26 March 2013 Walgett Shire Council resolved to: 

 
 
Current position: 
 
Crown Lands responded via a letter dated 13-8-2013 which supports the establishment of the 
off leash area within the Crown Reserve over the area outlined in red (see Attachment A). The 
area is rectangular and about 22m wide by 60m long (1,320 square metres). 
 
To proceed with the establishment of the area it would be appropriate to install a minimum of 
three signs on poles, say 600 by 400mm in size around the perimeter.  One sign on the western 
edge and two on the southern edge, as shown in the diagram below, would provide reasonable 
coverage.  The proposed wording for the signs is as follows: 
 

OFF LEASH AREA FOR DOGS 
Dogs must be kept under voice control 
within signposted area. 
Owners must remove faeces immediately. 
Off leash area does not operate during public  
events, such as markets and ANZAC day. 
Fines may be issued for breaches. 
General Manager, Walgett Shire Council 
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Relevant reference documents/policies: 
 

 Companion Animals Act 1998 & Companion Animals Regulation 2008. 

 Crown Lands Act 1989 & Crown Lands Regulation 2006. 

 Business paper & minutes for Council meeting held on 18 December 2012. 

 Business paper & minutes for Council meeting held on 26 March 2013. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes:  

• to provide directly or on behalf of other levels of government, after due consultation, 
adequate, equitable and appropriate services and facilities for the community and to ensure 
that those services and facilities are managed efficiently and effectively 
• to exercise community leadership 
• to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
• to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
• to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 
principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
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Walgett Shire Council does not have a signposted off-leash area at Lightning Ridge.  Sub-
section 13(6) of the Companion Animals Act 1998 requires that Council must at all times have at 
least one public place allocated as an off-leash area.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
No significant issues expected. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, dog owners at Lightning Ridge, Crown Lands Division. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
It is expected that the costs of manufacturing and installing three off-leash area signs would be 
about $1,200 and could be met from the existing Urban Infrastructure budget for Parks and 
Reserves. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Not proceed:  This option has not been considered or recommended because Council is 
obligated to provide a designated off-leash area. 
An enhanced proposal including fencing & dog waste bins  This option has not been considered 
or recommended because it was not provided for within the 2013-2014 budget and there are 
limited funds available. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
There is a legal and ethical case that Council is obliged to establish and maintain an off leash 
area for dogs in Lightning Ridge. 

 

Off Leash Area for Dogs at Lightning Ridge 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Note the response letter from the Crown Lands Division of the NSW Department of 

 Primary Industries dated 13-8-2013 regarding Council’s proposed off-leash area for 
 dogs within Crown Reserve 230076, commonly known as the Lions Park, Lightning 
 Ridge. 

2. Establish an off-leash area for dogs within Crown Reserve 230076, commonly known 
 as the Lions Park, over the area delineated in red within the Attachment B by 
 erecting three signs around the perimeter. 

 
Moved:   
Seconded:   

 
Attachment: 
A – 13-8-2013 Response from Crown Lands 
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ROAD NETWORK RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY   

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit - Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/260 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council’s legal responsibilities in regard to maintaining the road network are identified in the 
Roads Act 1993.The Civil Liability Act 2002 provides certain legal protections for Council; 
subject to Council being able to demonstrate it has fulfilled a range of requirements. 
 
A policy has been developed to provide a systematic method of identification, evaluation and 
prioritising of maintenance works on Council’s road network that will assist Council’s decision 
making process in its annual budget formulation. 
 
This report provides a draft policy for consideration by Council. 
 
Background: 

 
Due to financial restraints Council is unable to allocate sufficient funds to allow maintenance of 
its road network without consideration of resources limits. In order to minimise the potential 
hazards to road users, Council has developed a risk management approach to maintenance of 
Council’s road network. 
 
WSC has recognised that potential hazards to road users resulting in public liability claims or 
injuries, place a significant burden on the community. WSC believes it should endeavour to 
manage the road network to assist in minimising these potential hazards. 
 
The procedures developed for this purpose are derived from industry best practice as 
documented in the Statewide Mutual Best Practice Manual – Roads 

 
Current Position: 
 
Council does not have a Road Network Risk Management Policy to implement the systematic 
method of identification, evaluation and prioritisation of maintenance works on Council’s road 
network. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
Roads Act 1993 
Civil Liability Act 2002 
 
Governance issues: 

 
Council is required to have a policy and procedure in place and to carry out systematic method 
of identification, evaluation and prioritisation of road works. 
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Environmental issues: 

 
Risk Management is the systematic method of Hazard Control.   
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Community 
Tourists 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council will assess in formulating it is annual road budget ( in the context of its overall budget), 
the appropriate allocation of funding to maintenance works in such a way as to generally 
achieve the best possible long term condition of the road network. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Council is required to have a policy to implement the system effectively and efficiently. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
This report recommends that the policy be adopted in principle. 
 

Road Network Risk Management Policy  

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the draft Road Network Risk Management Policy be adopted in principle. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
 
Road Network Risk Management Policy  
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ROWENA RURAL FIRE SERVICE SHED – MARCH 2014 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Sylvester Otumbo – Projects Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/57 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council note and accepts the demolishment and disposal of   the 
existing RFS station and building of a new RFS station in Rowena under the North West Zone 
RFS full funding schemes. 

 
Background: 
 
The existing 2 bay station at Rowena is beyond economical repair and RFS have plans to build 
a new 2 bay station in its place. The RFS approached Council to provide project management 
services. Council’s Projects Officer was appointed to oversee the project. 
 
RFS has explored several options to dispose of the existing shed; 

 Demolish and dispose 

 Leave it in its current position for Council’s use, and then Council allocates another piece 
of land for the proposed shed. 

 Remove the station from the Council asset register by way of writing off, as the station is 
beyond economical repair.  

 Allowing the Brigade to dispose of the station as they see fit. 
 
Option 1 is wasteful especially because of existence of Option 3, and has severe environmental 
effects. Option 2 would have been ideal if Council needs the existing shed, but is expensive for 
RFS because of the cost of providing new infrastructure like fire hydrants, tanks etc at the new 
site. Option 3 is the best because it removes cost of disposal to either Council or RFS, but may 
present the Brigade with some donation. Further, the environmental impact is minimal. 

  
Current Position: 
 
RFS is finalizing building plans with a view of lodging a Development Application to erect the 
proposed shed. Meanwhile, the local Brigade has identified local buyers interested in 
purchasing the existing shed then modifying it to suit their needs. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Land use Strategy. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
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Environmental issues: 
 
Noise, dust and safety. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and Residents 
Rural Fire Service 
Interested buyers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
RFS is fully funding the disposal of existing shed and construction of the proposed station in 
2014/2015. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Demolish and dispose the existing shed 
Leave the existing shed in its current position for Council’s use 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 

ROWENA RFS SHED    

 
Recommendation:  
 
1. That Council note the report and support disposal of the existing station and the building of a 

new station. 
2. That Council allow the Brigade to dispose the station. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachment:  
 
Email from Greg Sim - Manager North West - NSW Rural Fire Service 
 

 

  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

192 
 

From: Greg Sim [mailto:Greg.Sim@rfs.nsw.gov.au]  

Sent: Wednesday, 19 February 2014 10:51 AM 
To: Sylvester Otieno 

Subject: Rowena Station 

 
Hi Sylvester 
  
I met with the Rowena Brigade last week and they raised a few good points in relation to the Station 
build, as you would have seen I sent a modified plan off to Csaba this morning. The following are 
concerns from the Brigade which need your attention. 
  
Removal of existing station 
The Brigade identified a few locals who would be interested in purchasing the current station with the 
intention of modifying it and placing on their own property. The Brigade fundraised and built one half of 
the station some time ago, the remainder of the station is a Council asset. They want to know if it is 
possible to sell the shed rather than demolish it. I didn’t discuss it with them at all but maybe the buyer 
can donate an amount to the Brigade for the shed. Seeing as this is a Council asset you guys will need to 
recommend how you want this disposal as such to take place. Once you have worked this out could you 
please let me know so I can talk to the Captain.  
  
Station Size 
Are you able to confirm that the proposed station will actually be able to fit on the site, what they 
suggested is pushing the station as close as possible to the fence on the LHS of the property 
boundary(within Council regulations). 
  
Drive Way  
The drive way into the station will need to be modified. Currently the cut out in the curb doesn’t match 
up with the roller doors. To limit costs if possible I think we just place some crushed gravel or similar as 
the driveway once the curb has been fixed up. 
  
Concrete Slab 
The brigade is concerned about the concrete slab seeing as the current one has cracked and has moved 
significantly. We just need to ensure that this is considered when designing the new one.  
  
Hydrant 
The current hydrant is in the ground to the RHS of the building, this may or may not need to be moved 
with the new station. The brigade have also installed some hoses which fill the trucks when they are 
parked in the station. This I believe is connected to the Hydrant line underground, this will need to be 
included in the new station. 
 
Roller Doors 
In consultation with the Brigade I have agreed to install electric roller doors running from a switch inside 
the station. This is the standard we are heading for with all our stations that are on mains power. They 
have also indicated there is a problem with the existing roller doors that allow pigeons into the station 
through the gap at the top of the doors. Something needs to be considered in the new station build to 
stop this from happening. 
  
Shed build 

mailto:Greg.Sim@rfs.nsw.gov.au
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The Brigade has requested that the shed company is used to erect the shed. They have also requested 
that local contractors are used to fit out the internals, details of contractors available from Brigade 
Captain.  
  
  
Funding in the amount of $125,000 has been approved for this project. So we need to stay within that 
limit. Once the DA is submitted I also need to seek regional approval from the RFS, which will not be a 
problem it is just part of the process.  
  
Please let me know if you have any questions about the above. 
  
Regards 

 
  

 

Greg Sim  
Manager North West  
NSW Rural Fire Service 
Coonamble FCC | Lot 3 Buckley Drive Coonamble NSW 2829 
Mail | PO Box 370 Coonamble NSW 2829 
m 0428 253 224 | p 02 6822 4422 | f 02 6822 4203 | email: greg.sim@rfs.nsw.gov.au 
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KERB AND GUTTER WORK IN WARRENA STREET, WALGETT 

REPORTING SECTION:  Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Barry Maher – Works Coordinator  

FILE NUMBER:    11/260 

 
Summary: 
 
Kerb and guttering work in Warrena Street, Walgett was one of the programs of 2013/2014 
financial year. Due to the some unseen technical reasons, the concrete work failed and 
Council were required to replace the concrete. This report is for Council to explain how the 
concrete work failed. 
   
Background: 

A Concrete Gang had been formed at the beginning of the 2013/2014 financial year to 
undertake Council’s Footpath Replacement Program, Kerb and Gutter replacement 
Program, RMCC Drainage Works, Local, Urban and Regional Roads Drainage Works and 
other various works. 

The removal of ineffective kerb and gutter in Warrena Street, Walgett and preparation of 
earthworks were completed in late January and early February in conjunction with other 
works. Kerb and gutter pouring was undertaken on Thursday 13 February 2014. Complaints 
from residents led to the removal of the new work on Monday 17 and 18 February 2014. 

Moisture content of the concrete kerb mix is an integral part to the extrusion being able to 
support itself as it affects the bonding and compaction capabilities of the mix. Staff were 
working on water quantity with the concrete supplier to ensure that it was close to optimum 
moisture content. There were initial electrical and mechanical problems with the machine 
which delayed the start by more than an hour. There were four loads delivered on Thursday 
morning 13 February. The third load did not perform well and sections of the kerb 
collapsed. It was nearing 2:00pm and the hottest part of the day when the fourth load 
arrived which completed the kerb and then was used to fill the vehicular crossings and a 
topping or slurry applied which was not finished well. 

A specialist contractor was engaged to work with staff to make adjustments the machine, 
staff requirements and the mix as needed on site. This was organised to be undertaken on 
Monday 17 February. Rain over the weekend delayed the pour until Tuesday 18 February 
when a section consisting of one load was completed successfully. Further sections were 
completed over the next two days with the vehicular crossings, again being delayed by rain, 
were completed on 4 March with supporting earthworks following as required 

Current Position: 
 
Staff lack experience in this area of work. The quantity and timing of kerbing has a 
relationship to the quality and similarly, the supply of material. Whilst there is funding to 
complete kerb and gutter replacement a proportion will be taken up with earth works and 
shorter sections are not achievable with the kerb extrusion machine and have to be hand 
poured.   
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
WSC Management plan 2013/2014 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, residents and other users  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
WSC Management plan 2013/2014 and additional expenditure of $4,500. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Continue to use contractual arrangements at additional cost to Council. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Kerb and gutter replacement will be continued in accordance with management.  
 

 

Kerb and Gutter Work in Warrena Street, Walgett 

 
Recommendation:  
 
1. That Council note the information contained in this report.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
 Nil 
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MONTHLY FLOOD WORKS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING 
SERVICES – MARCH    2014  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit - Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the February 2012 flood 
restoration works as of 28th February 2014. 
 
Background: 

 
In December 2011 and February 2012, Walgett Shire suffered major flood disasters which 
significantly affected 62 Shire Roads, 7 Regional roads and 3 State Highways. The people of 
the Walgett, Collarenebri & Lightning Ridge areas were particularly affected and the Shire’s 
infrastructure sustained severe damage. 
 
Roads and Maritime services (RMS) has assessed the flood affected roads and awarded 
Natural Disaster Assistance (NDA) to the Walgett Shire for the flood damage which involves 
remediation & reconstruction. 
 
Current Position: 
 
All the flood restoration works have been completed except on Wilby Wilby Road and Beanbri 
Road. The flood restoration works on Wilby Wilby Road commenced on 19/02/2014.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
RMS approved schedule 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourists 

  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

197 
 

Financial Implications: 
 

As at 28th February 2014, $10,702,228.55 has been spent from a total amount of $ 11,623,727 

provided in the February 2012 flood restoration works programme. 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council has been monitoring the progress of monthly flood work program by reviewing the 
attached spread sheets and noting progress to date. 
 
 

Monthly flood works Report from Director Engineering Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the monthly flood restoration works report for March 2014. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
 
Flood restoration works progress summary. 
 
 
 
 
 



Shire Roads 
 
 

      
Amount to 

be 
Amount  spent 

Total 
Expenditure 

Total 
Expenditure 

Progres
s in  

  

Item No. 
Work 
Order 

  Description of 
Works 

contributed  by Council  upto  Up to  % Status 

    (Road Name) by RMS   
28/02/2014 ( 

RMS) 
28/02/2014 

  
  

S
R 

1 2284 
Franxton Road $36,769   $42,847.57 $42,847.57 116.5 

complete
d  

S
R 

2 2285 
Belarra Lane $106,061   $90,571.01 $90,571.01 85.4 

complete
d  

S
R 

3 2286 
Clarkes Lane $9,885   $11,966.97 $11,966.97 121.1 

complete
d  

S
R 

5 2287 
Cryon Road $190,907   $172,878.29 $172,878.29 90.6 

complete
d  

S
R 

12 2288 
Millie Road $143,025   $181,538.75 $181,538.75 126.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

13 2289 
Woodvale Road $111,256   $120,828.19 $120,828.19 108.6 

complete
d  

S
R 

14 2290 
Baroona Road $91,346   $90,885.55 $90,885.55 99.5 

complete
d  

S
R 

15 2291 
Pokataroo Road $50,030   $27,632.16 $27,632.16 55.2 

complete
d  

S
R 

16 2292 
Mercadool Road $145,698   $139,080.34 $139,080.34 95.5 

complete
d  

S
R 

19 2293 
Springs Road $3,630   $3,630.00 $3,630.00 100.0 

complete
d  

S
R 

21 2294 
Meadow Plains Road $17,000   $25,549.09 $25,549.09 150.3 

complete
d  

S
R 

24 2295 
Marlbone Road $20,716   $25,438.76 $25,438.76 122.8 

complete
d  

S
R 

27 2296 
Colrose Road $19,456   $23,444.48 $23,444.48 120.5 

complete
d  
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Amount to 

be 
Amount  spent 

Total 
Expenditure 

Total 
Expenditure 

Progres
s in  

  

Item No. 
Work 
Order 

  Description of 
Works 

contributed  by Council  upto  Up to  % Status 

    (Road Name) by RMS   
28/02/2014 ( 

RMS) 
28/02/2014 

  
  

S
R 

28 2297 
Wingadee Road $10,140 

                   
812.97  $18,266.33 $19,079.30 188.2 

complete
d  

S
R 

31 2298 
Gungalman Road $39,781   $30,275.17 $30,275.17 76.1 

complete
d  

S
R 

38 2299 
Wanourie Creek Road $18,120   $13,264.08 $13,264.08 73.2 

complete
d  

S
R 

40 2300 
Ginghet Road $7,061 

                
3,912.74  $7,767.36 $11,680.10 165.4 

complete
d  

S
R 

43 2301 
Bushs Road $9,846   $6,323.59 $6,323.59 64.2 

complete
d  

S
R 

45 2302 
Borehead Road $7,914   $1,779.83 $1,779.83 22.5 

complete
d  

S
R 

48 2303 
Boorooma Creek Road $25,252   $17,898.83 $17,898.83 70.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

51 2304 
Millencowbah Road $23,400   $31,552.59 $31,552.59 134.8 

complete
d  

S
R 

52 2305 
Willis Road $6,570   $7,395.32 $7,395.32 112.6 

complete
d  

S
R 

53 2306 
Koomalah Road $124,044   $47,398.46 $47,398.46 38.2 

complete
d  

S
R 

57 2307 
Epping Road $50,889   $49,780.33 $49,780.33 97.8 

complete
d  

S
R 

59 2308 
Moomin Road $60,342   $62,413.51 $62,413.51 103.4 

complete
d  

S
R 

60 2309 
Marra Creek Road $7,512   $3,300.00 $3,300.00 43.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

61 2310 
Cambo Road $34,365   $28,240.46 $28,240.46 82.2 

complete
d  
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Amount to 

be 
Amount  spent 

Total 
Expenditure 

Total 
Expenditure 

Progres
s in  

  

Item No. 
Work 
Order 

  Description of 
Works 

contributed  by Council  upto  Up to  % Status 

    (Road Name) by RMS   
28/02/2014 ( 

RMS) 
28/02/2014 

  
  

S
R 

64 2311 
Wimbledon Road $26,028   $19,377.31 $19,377.31 74.4 

complete
d  

S
R 

67 2312 Collarenebri Mission 
Road $13,000   $6,387.95 $6,387.95 49.1 

complete
d  

S
R 

70 2313 
Lone Pine Road $13,980 

                     
1,718  $15,378.00 $17,096.37 122.3 

complete
d  

S
R 

71 2314 
Rossmore Lane $8,100   $19,855.63 $19,855.63 245.1 

complete
d  

S
R 

72 2315 
Middle Route Road $17,496   $11,221.29 $11,221.29 64.1 

complete
d  

S
R 

73 2316 
Miralwyn Road $10,554   $10,540.02 $10,540.02 99.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

77 2317 
Nedgera Road $11,009   $3,840.00 $3,840.00 34.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

79 2318 
Pagan Creek Road $5,916   $5,916.00 $5,916.00 100.0 

complete
d  

S
R 

85 2319 
Tungra Road $47,510   $38,956.28 $38,956.28 82.0 

complete
d  

S
R 

88 2320 
Fabians Road $24,990   $25,153.24 $25,153.24 100.7 

complete
d  

S
R 

89 2321 
Belaba Road $17,007   $15,394.69 $15,394.69 90.5 

complete
d  

S
R 

90 2322 
Fairview Road $26,436   $14,791.99 $14,791.99 56.0 

complete
d  

S
R 

92 2357 
Strathmore Road  $6,360   $6,105.69 $6,105.69 96.0 

complete
d  

S
R 

95 2323 Banarway Crossing 
Road $22,360   $24,271.65 $24,271.65 108.5 

complete
d  
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Amount to 

be 
Amount  spent 

Total 
Expenditure 

Total 
Expenditure 

Progres
s in  

  

Item No. 
Work 
Order 

  Description of 
Works 

contributed  by Council  upto  Up to  % Status 

    (Road Name) by RMS   
28/02/2014 ( 

RMS) 
28/02/2014 

  
  

S
R 

98 2324 
Lorne Road $72,913   $77,865.06 $77,865.06 106.8 

complete
d  

S
R 

101 2325 
Wilby Wilby Road $1,084,467   $785,160.40 $785,160.40 72.4 

In 
progress 

    2387 Kurrajong Road under 
Wilby Wilby Funding  $350,000 

                   
10,000  $283,714.61 $293,714.61 83.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

102 2326 
Angledool Road $244,548   $258,438.52 $258,438.52 105.7 

complete
d  

S
R 

103 2327 
Bugilbone Road $130,824   $116,081.34 $116,081.34 88.7 

complete
d  

S
R 

110 2328 
Kurrajong Road $5,040   $17,367.15 $17,367.15 344.6 

complete
d  

S
R 

111 2329 
Narran Lake Road $20,170 

                     
4,047  $22,186.88 $26,233.88 130.1 

complete
d  

S
R 

112 2330 
Brewon Road $72,024   $71,583.71 $71,583.71 99.4 

complete
d  

S
R 

113 2331 
Binghi Road $13,168 

                     
2,640  $14,720.40 $17,360.35 131.8 

complete
d  

S
R 

114 2332 
Bogewong Road $24,378   $19,476.40 $19,476.40 79.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

115 2333 
Aberfoyle Road $18,266   $14,781.94 $14,781.94 80.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

116 2334 
Goangra Road $185,711   $136,686.27 $136,686.27 73.6 

complete
d  

S
R 

117 2335 
Beanbri Road $499,530   $12,047.29 $12,047.29 2.4 

In 
progress 

S
R 

118 2336 
Yarraldool Road $140,365   $139,941.23 $139,941.23 99.7 

complete
d  
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Amount to 

be 
Amount  spent 

Total 
Expenditure 

Total 
Expenditure 

Progres
s in  

  

Item No. 
Work 
Order 

  Description of 
Works 

contributed  by Council  upto  Up to  % Status 

    (Road Name) by RMS   
28/02/2014 ( 

RMS) 
28/02/2014 

  
  

S
R 

121 2337 
Pian Creek Road $156,948   $127,932.53 $127,932.53 81.5 

complete
d  

S
R 

122 2338 
Old Burren Road $54,015   $91,376.97 $91,376.97 169.2 

complete
d  

S
R 

123 2339 
Rowena Road $131,288   $75,917.48 $75,917.48 57.8 

complete
d  

S
R 

124 2340 
Dundee Road $52,470   $63,254.18 $63,254.18 120.6 

complete
d  

S
R 

125 2341 
Glen Eden Road $145,997   $150,200.65 $150,200.65 102.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

126 2406 
Purtles Road  $53,486   $50,234.41 $50,234.41 93.9 

complete
d  

S
R 

127 2342 
Boora Road $21,870   $31,053.89 $31,053.89 142.0 

complete
d  

S
R 

128 2343 
Camerons Lane $36,389 

                     
6,000  $66,765.23 $72,765.23 200.0 

complete
d  

S
R 

129 2344 
George Sands Way $131,640   $116,228.41 $116,228.41 88.3 

complete
d  

S
R 

131 2345 
O'Neils Road $59,754   $78,426.46 $78,426.46 131.2 

complete
d  

    2346 
Tip Road $70,200   $63,214.15 $63,214.15 90.0 

complete
d  

    Emergency Works $476,727   $476,727.00 $476,727.00 100.0 
complete
d  

    Council's Contribution -$29,000           

        $5,844,947 $29,131 $4,860,519.32 $4,889,650.35     
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Regional Roads 
 

Item No. 
Work 
Order 

Road name 
Amount to be 
Contributed  
by Council 

RMS's 
Contribution 

Total 
Expenditure to 

4/10/2013 
% 

Status 

1 RR329 2347 MERRYWINE BONE ROAD  N/A $3,822,345 $3,750,267.56 98.11 completed  

2 RR333 2348 CARRINDA ROAD  N/A $552,750 $693,906.02 125.54 completed  

3 RR402 2349 GINGIE/LLANILLO N/A $628,763 $586,009.45 93.20 completed  

5 RR426 2350 SHERMANS WAY  N/A $29,480 $13,953.23 47.33 completed  

5 RR426 2351 RIDGE ROAD  N/A $55,228 $55,228.00 100.00 completed  

6 RR457 2352 GUNDABLOUI ROAD N/A $348,161 $360,362.64 103.50 completed  

7 RR7716 2353 COME BY CHANCE  N/A $168,578 $179,377.19 106.41 completed  

  Emergency        $173,474.11 $173,474.11 100.00 completed  

      TOTAL    $5,778,779 $5,812,578.20 100.58   

     
     

   
 Summary       

Road Hierarchy Toad amount Expenditure up to 28/02/2014 Status 

Local Roads  $    5,844,948.00  $ 4,889,650.35 83.66% 

Regional Roads  $    5,778,779.00  $ 5,812,578.20 100.58% 

 TOTAL  $ 11,623,727.00   $ 10,702,228.55  92.07% 

 



NSW RURAL FIRE FIGHTING -NORTH WEST ZONE SERVICE 
DRAFT  BUDGET 2014/2015   

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1238-02 

 

 
Summary: 
 
That Council formally receives draft budget for Council’s Contribution to the Rural Fire 
fighting North West Zone funding for 2014/2015. 
 
Background: 

 
The Rural Fire Service in Walgett Shire is managed by the North West Zone. The 2014/2015 
draft budget of funding for the Rural Fire Service totals $ 4,087,352.11. 

 
Current Position: 

 
The Rural Fire Service North West Zone has submitted a draft budget of $4,087,352.11 of 

which Council’s contribution is $ 478,220.20.Council’s contribution is 50% of $478,220.20 

which is $ 239,110.10. The Total contribution for 2013/2014 was $416,402 which was 
14.85% lesser than the 2014/2015 draft budget contribution. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

 
North West Zone Funding budget. 

 
Governance issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
NSW Rural Fire Service- Walgett Brigades and Residents. 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
WSC management plant 2014/2015 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 
 
The 2014/2015 draft budget for Council contribution is $ 239,110.10 (50% of $478,220.20). 
As comparing to the 2013/2014 budget which was $208,201 (50% of $ 416,402), Council’s 
contribution has been increased by $30,909.10 ie 14.85%. Council is unable to bear any 
increment above the 2.3% rate increment approved by the State Government for Local 
Government.  
 

Rural Fire Fighting North West Zone Service Draft  budget  2014/2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1.  That Council receive and notes the draft budget for 2014/2015. 
2.  That Council advise the RFS that it is unable to approve any increase in the 2014/15 
RFS budget that exceeds the 2.3% State Government rate pegging limit. 
3. That Council request OROC to investigate whether other local Councils are having 
 similar levies in excess of rate pegging limits imposed on them. 
4. Council adopt a similar stance with other government agencies (eg. NSW Fire & 
 Rescue etc). 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
 
RFS Draft Budget Document 
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