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(2) Despite subclause (1), the maximum fee payable for development for the purpose of one or more advertisements is:  

     
(a) $215, plus $70 for each advertisement in excess of one, or 
     
(b) the fee calculated in accordance with the Table, 
     

whichever is the greater. 
     

(3) The fees determined under this clause do not apply to development for which a fee is payable under clause 247. 
 

TABLE:     
     
Estimated cost Maximum fee payable    
     
Up to $5,000 $110  
     
$5,001–$50,000 $170, plus an additional $3 for each $1,000  
 (or part of $1,000) of the estimated cost. 
     
$50,001–$250,000 $352, plus an additional $3.64 for each $1,000  
 (or part of $1,000) by which the estimated cost exceeds $50,000. 
     
$250,001–$500,000 $1,160, plus an additional $2.34 for each $1,000 (or part of $1,000) by which the estimated cost exceeds $250,000. 
     
$500,001–$1,000,000 $1,745, plus an additional $1.64 for each $1,000 (or part of $1,000) by which the estimated cost exceeds $500,000. 
     
$1,000,001–$10,000,000 $2,615, plus an additional $1.44 for each $1,000 (or part of $1,000) by which the estimated cost exceeds $1,000,000. 
     
More than $10,000,000 $15,875, plus an additional $1.19 for each $1,000 (or part of $1,000) by which the estimated cost exceeds $10,000,000. 
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247  Development involving the erection of a dwelling-house with an estimated construction cost of $100,000 or less 
A maximum fee of $364 is payable for development involving the erection of a dwelling-house with an estimated cost of construction of $100,000 or less. 
 
248  Residential flat development 
An additional fee, not exceeding $600, is payable for development which is required to be referred to a design review panel under State Environmental Planning Policy No 65—Design Quality of 
Residential Flat Development. 
 
249  Development involving the subdivision of land 

     
The maximum fee payable for development involving the subdivision of land is calculated as follows:  
 

(a) Subdivision (other than strata subdivision):  
 

(i)  Involving the opening of a public road, $500 plus $50 for each additional lot created by the subdivision, or 
 

(ii) Not involving the opening of a public road, $250 plus $40 for each additional lot created by the subdivision, 
 

(b) Strata subdivision, $250 plus $50 for each additional lot created by the subdivision. 
 
Note. For example, a plan of subdivision that provides for 5 lots over land that has previously comprised 2 lots will result in the creation of 3 additional lots, and so attract a fee that includes a base 
amount of $500 or $250, as the case requires, together with a further amount of $50 or $40, as the case requires, for each of the 3 additional lots. 
 
250 Development not involving the erection of a building, the carrying out of a work, the subdivision of land or the demolition of a building or work 

     
A maximum fee of $220 is payable for development that does not involve the erection of a building, the carrying out of a work, the subdivision of land or the demolition of a building or work. 
 
251 Designated development 

     
In addition to any other fees payable under this Division, a maximum fee of $715 is payable for designated development. 
 
252 What additional fees are payable for development that requires advertising? 
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 (1) In addition to any other fees payable under this Division, a consent authority may charge up to the following maximum fees for the giving of the notice required for the development: 
 

(a) $1,665, in the case of designated development, 
 

(b) $830, in the case of advertised development, 
 

(c) $830, in the case of prohibited development, 
 

(d) $830, in the case of development for which an environmental planning instrument or development control plan requires notice to be given otherwise than as referred to in paragraph (a), (b) 
or (c). 
 
(2) The consent authority must refund so much of the fee paid under this clause as is not spent in giving the notice. 
 
252A What additional fees are payable for development that requires concurrence? 

     
(1) An additional processing fee up to a maximum of $110, plus a concurrence fee for payment to each concurrence authority, are payable in respect of an application for development that requires 
concurrence under the Act or an environmental planning instrument. 
 
(2) The consent authority must forward each concurrence fee to the concurrence authority concerned at the same time at which it forwards a copy of the development application to the concurrence 
authority under clause 59. 
 
(3) The concurrence fee for a development application is not payable: 
 

(a) to any concurrence authority whose concurrence may be assumed in accordance with clause 64, or 
 

(b) to any concurrence authority that has notified the consent authority in writing that payment of the fee is waived, whether generally, in relation to that application or in relation to a class of 
development applications to which that application belongs. 
 
(3A) A concurrence authority may repay to the consent authority the whole or any part of a concurrence fee paid to it under this clause, in which case the consent authority must remit the amount 
repaid to the applicant. 
 
(4) The additional processing fee is not payable: 
 

(a) for any application in respect of which concurrence may be assumed in accordance with clause 64 for all of the concurrence authorities concerned, or 
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(b) for any application made before 1 July 2002. 

 
(5) For the purposes of this clause, the concurrence fee payable to a concurrence authority for a development application is $250 or such lesser amount as is notified to the consent authority in 
writing by the concurrence authority, whether generally, in relation to that application or in relation to a class of development applications to which that application belongs. 
 
253 What additional fees are payable for integrated development? 

     
(1) An additional processing fee up to a maximum of $110, plus an approval fee for payment to each approval body, are payable in respect of an application for integrated development. 
 
(2) The consent authority must forward each approval fee to the approval body concerned at the same time at which it forwards a copy of the development application to the approval body under 
clause 66. 
 
(2A) The approval fee for a development application is not payable to any approval body that has notified the consent authority in writing that payment of the fee is waived, whether generally, in 
relation to that application or in relation to a class of development applications to which that application belongs. 
 
(2B) An approval body may repay to the consent authority the whole or any part of an approval fee paid to it under this clause, in which case the consent authority must remit the amount repaid to the 
applicant. 
 
(3) The additional processing fee is payable in respect only of applications made on or after 1 July 2002. 
 
(4) For the purposes of this clause, the approval fee payable to an approval body for a development application is $250 or such lesser amount as is notified to the consent authority in writing by the 
approval body, whether generally, in relation to that application or in relation to a class of development applications to which that application belongs. 
 
254 What if two or more fees are applicable to a single development application? 

     
If two or more fees are applicable to a single development application (such as an application to subdivide land and erect a building on one or more lots created by the subdivision), the maximum fee 
payable for the development is the sum of those fees. 
 
255 How is a fee based on estimated cost determined? 

     
(1) In determining the fee for development involving the erection of a building, the consent authority must make its determination by reference to a genuine estimate of: 
 

(a) the costs associated with the construction of the building, and 
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(b) the costs associated with the preparation of the building for the purpose for which it is to be used (such as the costs of installing plant, fittings, fixtures and equipment). 

 
(1A) In determining the fee for development involving the carrying out of a work, the consent authority must make its determination by reference to a genuine estimate of the construction costs of the 
work. 
 
(1B) In determining the fee for development involving the demolition of a building or work, the consent authority must make its determination by reference to a genuine estimate of the costs of 
demolition. 
 
(2) The estimate must, unless the consent authority is satisfied that the estimated cost indicated in the development application is neither genuine nor accurate, be the estimate so indicated. 
 
256 Determination of fees after development applications have been made 
(1) The determination of a fee to accompany a development application must be made before, or within 14 days after, the application is lodged with the consent authority. 
 
(2) A determination made after the lodging of a development application has no effect until notice of the determination is given to the applicant. 
 
(3) A consent authority may refuse to consider a development application for which a fee has been duly determined and notified to the applicant but remains unpaid. 
 
256A Proportion of development application fees to be remitted to Director-General 

     
(1) For each development application lodged with a consent authority for development referred to in clause 246 (1) having an estimated cost exceeding $50,000, an amount calculated as follows is to 
be set aside for payment to the Director-General for the services referred to in clause 245AA (2) (g), (h) and (i): 
 
 

 
where:  
P represents the amount to be set aside, expressed in dollars rounded down to the nearest dollar, and 
E represents the estimated cost of the development, expressed in dollars rounded up to the nearest thousand dollars. 
 
(1A) Such part of the amount referred to in subclause (1) as is not directed by the Minister to be paid into the Building Professionals Board Fund under section 105 (6) of the Act is to be applied by 
the Director-General to the services referred to in clause 245AA (2) (g) and (h). 
 
(2) On or before the 14th day of each month, the consent authority must forward to the Director-General the total amount set aside under subclause (1) in relation the development applications 
lodged with it during the previous month, together with a report in relation to those applications. 
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(3) The report referred to in subclause (2) must contain such information, and be prepared in such form, as the Director-General may determine. 
 
256B Staged development applications 
The maximum fee payable for a staged development application in relation to a site, and for any subsequent development application for any part of the site, is the maximum fee that would be 
payable as if a single development application only was required for all the development on the site. 
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13. CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 MAY 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Myrene Lovegrove – Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 31 
May 2010.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank 
and invests funds surplus to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account at 
any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term.  
 
As at 31 May 2010 the operational bank account’s balance was $4,198,091.10.  The reconciliation 
of this balance is: 
 

 
As at 31 May 2010 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was $3,549,360.80. The 
balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits       $2,500,000.00 
Callable Range Accrual Notes    $1,000,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $     49,360.80 
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During June 2010 cash flow requirements will be assessed and a number of new term deposits 
will be initiated that comply Council’s investment policy and provide access to funds as needed 
during the next financial year. 
 
The market values disclosed for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market 
values as at 30 June 2009 and were supplied by the ANZ Group.  As at 31 May 2010 Walgett 
Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were $7,747,451.90 represented by: 
 
Working Account Balance   $4,198,091.10 
Investments     $3,549,360.80 
 
 Cash on Hand and Investment report as at 31 May 2010 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 May 2010 be received.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, the regulations and council's investment policy 

            
Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date 

 

Maturity 
Date 

    
  

(days) 
         Term Deposits 

           
            Australian Defence Credit Union Term Deposit 91 5.82 620/10 

  
01-Jun-10 

  
 $  500,000.00 

Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 91 5.55 621/10 
  

01-Jun-10 
  

 $  500,000.00 
National Australia Bank Term Deposit 91 5.83 622/10 

  
08-Jun-10 

  
 $  500,000.00 

Maquarie Bank Term Deposit 91 5.50 625/10 
  

29-Jun-10 
  

 $  500,000.00 
Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 90 5.70 626/10 

  
06-Jul-10 

  
 $  500,000.00 

            Callable Range Accrual Notes (CRAN) 
           Commonwealth Bank of Australia bond Term Deposit 92 7.50 623/10 16-Jun-10 

 
16-Dec-10 

  
 $  500,000.00 

Royal Bank Canada bond Term Deposit 92 7.70 624/10 16-Jun-10 
 

16-Mar-11 
  

 $  500,000.00 

            Floating Rates Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDO) 
           Zircon Finance Ltd Floating Rate CDO   0.00       20-Sep-14      $  0.00 

Morgan Stanley Aces SP Floating Rate CDO 91 6.290   21-Jun-10   20-Jun-15      $  12,165.59 
Helium Capital Ltd Floating Rate CDO 92 6.073   23-Jun-10   23-Jun-14      $  2,193.12 
Magnolia Finance GLB Ltd Floating Rate CDO 91 5.740   21-Jun-10   20-Mar-12      $  35,002.09 

          
 $        3,549,360.80  

            
            

            Investment Report as at 31 May 2010 
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14. PROPOSALS FOR TRAFFIC STUDY OF WEE WAA STREET 
WALGETT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1588 

 
 
Summary:   
 
Request for Quotation for a Traffic Study of the conceptual design for Wee Waa Street has been 
advertised. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
GMU Design was selected, through an Expression of Interest process in July 2009, with a brief to 
develop a strategy for the redevelopment of the area along Fox Street between Euroka and 
Warrena Streets Walgett.  
 
GMU Design conducted an urban study and community consultations in Walgett during August 
2009.  A conceptual design and draft suggestions for redevelopment were presented to Council 
on 23 March 2010.   
 
Request for Quotations for a Traffic Study closed on 11 June 2010.  The request requires a full 
review of the aspects of the conceptual design of the project within the study area.  Specifically, 
the ability of the design to develop a designated pedestrian priorty zone in Wee Waa Street, with 
one way slow moving vehicular traffic, is to be addressed.  
 
Respondents to the request will be expected to collect and assess all necessary data to 
demonstrate the impacts of the proposal and recommend how the proposal might be amended 
and/or refined to meet traffic management standards acceptable to NSW RTA.  This would 
include, but not be limited to: 

• Traffic Volumes/Capacity 
• Access for Emergency Service Vehicles 
• Access for Goods Vehicles to businesses 
• Pedestrian Safety 
• Bicycle Safety and access 
• Customer access to businesses 
• Parking Capacity 

 
Eight (8) responses to the Request for Quotation have been received and will be presented at the 
July 2010 Council meeting for consideration.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents:   
 
GMU Main Street Beautification Report dated December 2009 
GM Final Presentation of Main Street Beautification March 2010 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, businesses and organisations with an interest in the main 
street beautification of Walgett 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
 Proposals for Traffic Study of Wee Waa Street Walgett 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Proposals for Traffic Study of Wee Waa Street Walgett be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
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15. NATIONAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT AWARD – YOUTH 
ENGAGEMENT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 
 
Summary:   
 
Walgett Shire Council has been awarded the National Local Government Award for Youth 
Engagement 2010. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Awards are organized by the Federal Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government and aim to promote the work of Local Government. 
 
As a category winner Walgett Shire Council is in contention for the National Award for Excellence 
and staff presented to the National Judging panel in Canberra as part of the National Award of 
Excellence judging process.  The National Award for Excellence winners will be announced at a 
presentation function at Parliament House, Canberra, on 17th

  
 June. 

This Award recognises the innovative work being carried out by Walgett Council in relation to 
youth engagement. The strategy presented to the judging panel involved Council’s holistic and 
strategic approach, using our Youth Centres, Library programs,  School to Work initiative and 
Youth Council as examples of best practice service delivery and community development work.  
 
The innovative edge to Council’s strategy involves providing opportunities and pathways for 
young people at various levels, rather than responding in a reactive manner.   Opportunities 
provided and encouraged by Council fall under the areas of “diversion”, “participation”, and 
“development”.  This enables progressive opportunities for young people to  engage with 
diversionary activities, begin to make decisions about issues that affect them and finally, develop 
into informed, active and valued citizens.  
 
The following diagrams formed part of the presentation to the judging panel and outline the Youth 
Engagement Strategy model.   The model ensures that Council is focussed on building the 
strengths and capacity of our young people to make positive connections, reach their full 
potential, make healthy transitions into adulthood and develop into engaged community members.  
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Best Practice

Walgett Shire Council 
Youth Strategy 2009- 2014 – five year plan

Diversion

Participation 

Development

•Actively involved in making decisions that 
affect them

•Involved in broader community participation
•Active & valued community members

•Recreational and life skill activities
•“First step” engagement

 
 
 

• Youth Centres                           Diversion

• Stories on the Floor 
• Library Teens
• Youth Centre programs

Participation

• Youth Council
• NSW Youth Parliament
• School to Work 

Development 

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents:   
 
Walgett Shire Council Social Plan 2007 – 2010,  Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth 
Strategy  2009 - 2014. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in the social 
outcomes of young people residing and visiting, the Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
 National Local Government Award – Youth Engagement 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the National Local Government Award Youth Engagement report be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
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16. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM QUARTERLY 
REPORT (MARCH - MAY 2010) 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 
 
Summary:   
 
Community Development and Tourism quarterly progress report. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Youth 
Youth services are progressing in line with the Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 
2009 – 2014. The Youth Development Officer will provide a progress report to Council, as a 
separate report.  
 
Tourism 
Walgett Visitor Information Centre visitors March– May = 300 
 
Lightning Ridge Visitor Information Centre visitors March– May = 4250 
 
Libraries 
Libraries continue to deliver innovative programs including Art Group, After School Teen’s Group, 
holiday activities and book club.  
 

Pre school literacy  
“Stories on the Floor” literacy outreach program continues to visit Namoi, Gingi and Euragai 
Goondi Women’s Group.  This project, focussed on children 0-5 and their families and 
continues to act as a bridge between community members and the Walgett Library.  
 
Waste to Art 
Walgett Library officers facilitated the Shire wide Waste to Art competition 2010, with a record 
number of participants from the community participating in this event.  The event aims to 
raise awareness of waste minimisation through art.  
 
Babies & Books 
A new program has been introduced to both libraries involving babies and their 
parents/carers aimed at introducing early reading through song and singing. 
 
After 3pm Teen Literacy Group 
This group continues to grow at both libraries.  During the reporting period, 892 children  
visited the library in Walgett.  Hands-on activities are linked to literacy and/or numeracy.   
 
Lightning Ridge experiences approximately 5-10 children per afternoon and a participant from 
BEST Employment continues to assist with these activities. 
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Children’s Story Time. 
Sessions continue in both libraries. 443 pre school children visited Lightning Ridge library 
over the reporting period.  Koolyangara Pre School continues to visit Walgett library along 
with established community playgroups.  In addition, library officers visit Collarenebri Pre 
School on a monthly basis.  

 
Library visitation 
New members   
 
 
 
 
 
Items borrowed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General visitation 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Development  
 

• Main Street Beautification project progressed with an Expression of Interest advertised for 
a Traffic Study of the main street concept design produced by GMU Design. A separate 
report to Council has been provided.  

• Cultural Touring Program progressed with a successful performance of International 
singer, songwriter and performer, Kristina Olsen in April and Comedian Sean Choolburra 
in June.  Future event involves, Kai Fech, a Senegalese Drumming Group booked for 
October 2010.  Partnership funding has been obtained through Outback Arts CASP to 
include a series of youth and community workshops. 

• Support, collaborative events and community capacity building  
• Collarenebri – The community development team is assisting Collarenebri community 

partners to develop a cultural learning project, “Step by Step”. This project aims to 
facilitate intergenerational cultural connections between Collarenebri young people and 
Elders. 

• Collaborative community events have included Harmony Day, Senior’s Week, and 
International Women’s Day.  The community development team are currently assisting 
with NAIDOC week / Reconciliation week celebrations and Drug Action week events.  

• Cultural Training – Walgett. The Aboriginal Liaison Officer has assisted the Walgett Local 
Aboriginal Land Council with cultural group sessions at Namoi and Gingi. 

• Facilitation of “Behind Closed Doors”, Domestic and Family Violence Awareness Forum,  
May 17 - 19.  Walgett Shire Council Community Development Officer acted as Master of 
Ceremony for the event.   

• A Safety Information Kit has been developed to assist service providers and community 
members to source information about safety issues. 

 Last quarter March-
May 2010 

Lightning 
Ridge 

28 55 

Walgett 29 61 

 Last 
quarter 

March-
May 2010 

Lightning Ridge 2429 1509 
Walgett 1335 2339 

 Last quarter March-May 
2010 

Lightning Ridge 532   720 
Walgett 755 1449 
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• Community volunteer programs supported by the Community Development Team, in 
partnership with Outback Division of General Practitioners and Greater Western Area 
Health Service include,  Aqua fitness, Tai Chi and Mobility program for Aged Care 
Residents.   

• Provision of mentorship and support to Lightning Ridge Easter Festival committee for 
entertainment at the 2010 event.  Support provided to the committee to develop a funding 
proposal for Festivals Australia for the 2011 festival entertainment. 

• Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan - preparation for the 
development of the 2011 – 2014 plan has commenced. 

• Aging Population Strategy – Consultation has commenced for the development of 
Council’s Aging Population Strategy.  

• Walgett Festival 2010 preparations continue to be facilitated by a community organising 
committee.  The Festival week is set for 8 -14 August and new events will include a High 
Tea and Chick Pea cooking competition. 

• Regional Infrastructure Projects – Round II – Funding has recently been received for 
round II of the Federal Government’s Infrastructure program.  Previously selected projects 
are now underway.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents:   
 
Walgett Shire Council Social Plan 2007 – 2010, Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community 
Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 – 2010, Walgett Shire Tourism Plan 2009 – 2011, 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy  2009 - 2014. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in the social 
outcomes of people residing, working in, and visiting, the Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
 Community Development and Tourism Quarterly Report (March – May 2010) 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Community Development and Tourism quarterly report (March – May 2010) be received 
and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
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17. REPORT ON YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICES - 
FEBRUARY 2010 TO MAY 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 
 

 
Summary: 

This report presents a brief overview of Youth Development programs and  services planned, 
implemented and completed for the period  February 2010 – May 2010.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background)
 

: 

Highlights:  
- National Government Award 2010 – Youth Engagement  
- Youth Week 2010 record numbers of participants 
- School Holiday Programs – exceptional attendance numbers 
- Walgett Youth Centre show awards  
- Friday night youth engagement initiative recording increased participation numbers 
- Successful implementation of new programs and initiatives   
- Acceptance of Youth Council members into NSW Youth Parliament   
- Strengthened partnerships with service providers as outlined in Youth Strategy  
- Community and organisation participation in Youth Week 2010 

 

 
Youth centres / after school care: 

Youth Centres across the Shire are all operational with after school care offered from 3.30pm – 
6.30pm at Walgett and 3.00pm – 6.00pm, at Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. Along with regular 
activities the Walgett youth team, in partnership with Youth off the Streets, are now supporting 
Country Rugby League / netball afternoons at Number 1 Oval. Attendance numbers of young 
people at all centres continues to increase.  
 
The Friday night youth engagement initiative, being conducted in Collarenebri and Lightning 
Ridge, is continuing to record increased numbers of youth attending, an average of (25) twenty 
five youth are attending in Collarenebri. Lightning Ridge centre has been operating every second 
Friday night and Walgett Youth Centre is operating on Friday afternoons.  
 
Vacation care services:  
 
The Shire Youth Development Team Vacation Care services operated for a nine (9) day period 
from 6th – 16th 

 

April in Walgett, Lightning Ridge, Grawin and Collarenebri. Youth Week 2010 
coincided with Holiday programs. 

All centres recorded very high attendance numbers and young people engaged in a wide range of 
programs and initiatives. 
 
Total numbers of two week vacation care program (Inc Youth Week) 6th – 9th

Walgett - 610, Lightning Ridge - 542, Collarenebri – 398, Grawin – 164 with a combined total of 
1714 

 April 
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Walgett Youth Centre: 
 
The youth development team workers and young people frequenting the centre have received the 
1st

 

 place award at the recent Walgett Show in the arts and crafts division. The team will continue 
to engage young people in arts with a vision of entering more local shows and exhibitions. 

Youth week 2010 – “Live it now”  
 
The Youth Week programs, implemented in Lightning Ridge, Walgett, Collarenabri and Grawin 
were received well by the young people with the highest number of youth ever recorded.  Record 
numbers attended at least one of our major events/ initiatives throughout our Shire in recognition 
and celebration of our young people. 
 

• Walgett 393 
• Lightning Ridge 428 (inc 30 + young people from Goodooga) 
• Collarenebri 266 
• Grawin 84 

 
TOTAL 171 

 
Highlights included –  

• MMAD (Musicians Making a Difference) event  -Walgett ( 124)  youth   from Lightning 
Ridge and Collarenebri were transported to this event (BMX, hip hop , popping, break-
dance, graffiti art workshops and Live  concert performance by Gosford based team of 
musicians). 

• Kids Protect Your Lids Events - all centres - (300)  Bike Safety helmets distributed 
throughout our larger communities. 

• Blue Light Goes West Dance Parties –all centres- (378)      
• Cultural Connections Initiative – Lightning Ridge – (126) youth transported from 

Walgett & Collarenebri to this event. 
• Murals in the West - Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge - (57) 
• Youth Info Sessions - Youth Mental Health Initiative – all centres (118)      
• Breakfast with the Elders – all centres-(71)   34 local Elders from our communities 

attended these events. It should also be noted that all events throughout our vast 
Shire were incident free. Young people have been congratulated on the way in which 
they conducted themselves throughout these events. 

• Our youth development team in conjunction with our youth council are hopeful of 
being  nominated in the NSW LGA Youth Week Awards for 2010.  Walgett Shire 
Youth Week 2010 acquittal has been completed and submitted.  

 
NSW Youth Parliament  
 
Both local applicants for the NSW Youth Parliament program were successful. Danielle Rennie 
and Brent Richards have participated in the first training camp in Sydney and will return in July to 
present their Bills to Parliament. Danielle’s is representing youth of our Shire on the Youth Affairs 
committee and Brent is representing on the Sport and Recreation committee. These two Youth 
Council members are the first representatives from the Barwon/Parkes electorate in the seven 
year history on the Youth Parliament 
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Australian Local Government Awards 2010  
 
Walgett Shire Council has been awarded the National Local Government Award for Youth 
Engagement 2010 
 
The National Awards for Local Government are organized by the federal Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government and are designed to 
recognize, reward and promote the innovative work of Local Government. 
Walgett Shire Council as a category winner is in contention for the National Award for Excellence 
(Small Councils under 15,000 rate payers). The Manager Community Development & Tourism 
and Youth Development Officer presented to the National Judging panel of the National Awards 
for Local Government, in Canberra on Tuesday 25 May 2010 as a part of the National Award of 
Excellence judging.  
 
As a National Category Winner, Walgett Shire Council will be presented with a trophy and 
certificate at a presentation function to be held at Parliament House, Canberra, on Thursday, 17th 
June, 2010, when the National Award for Excellence winners will also be announced.  
 
Graffiti and vandalism  
 
Walgett Shire Youth Development implemented an anti Graffiti initiative during “Clean up Australia 
Day”. Under supervision of youth workers a team of 33 young people of Collarenebri took to the 
task of painting over and removing graffiti at Lions Park and sites in the main street. In Walgett a 
team of 13 young people supervised by youth workers targeted Gray Park in Walgett.  
 
The Graffiti Policy intended on being presented to this meeting is still in the development stage 
and Youth Development Officer is researching and seeking feedback from other Councils. It is 
envisaged the document will be presented to July Council meeting for review. 
 
Walgett Shire Youth Council  

Due to midterm exams at schools throughout our Shire it has been difficult to identify a suitable 
meeting time for Youth Council. Youth Development Officer is investigating a suitable time during 
June. 
 
Skate parks 
 
Walgett skate/activity park: 

• Basketball / Netball Court construction will commence at complex through funding from 
Walgett Capability Funds. Water bubbler will be installed within the coming week. 
Following funding through FAHCSIA  a shade shelter and seats will be constructed beside 
the basketball / netball courts. 

Lightning Ridge Skate Park: 
• Shade shelter constructed through funding from the Lightning Ridge Bush Safari. 
• Water bubbler is installed  and functional at Lightning  Ridge Skate Park. 

Collarenebri Skate Park:  
• A funding submission through FAHCSIA has been approved to construct a shade shelter 

beside Skate Park.   
• Water bubbler is installed and functional at Collarenebri Skate Park. 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 June 2010   Page 171 of 295 

Funding submissions 
 
Beyond Blue -    Youth Mental Health initiative 
Successful funding submission to Beyond Blue – Youth Mental Health this been acquitted.  
 
Staff training and development  
 
Youth Development Team employees have recently completed / attended the Domestic Violence 
Training Workshop (Behind Closed Doors) in Lightning Ridge. Youth Development Officer 
completed and awarded Certificate III Community Services/ Youth.  
 
Programs and initiatives 
 
The Youth Development Team is currently in the process of working in partnership with the 
University of Western Sydney’s Rural Health Club RHUUWS. 
 
The project involves a program for student health professionals to visit the three larger schools 
and youth centres. The Rural High School Visit (RHSV) program is a National Rural Health 
Students Network (NRHSN) initiative run nationally by Rural Health Clubs in each State and 
Territory. Clubs visit country high schools throughout their State and Territory to promote health 
careers to high school students. Research indicates that students from country towns are more 
likely to return to a rural setting to practice after graduating.  
 
Vacation Care – July 2010 
 
During up and coming July holiday program visits from the Storm Co crew will again be offered to 
young people. At this stage three troops will spend a full week in the communities of Walgett, 
Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri.  Along with arts, crafts and sports focused events, programs will 
include dance parties and health and well being workshops. 
 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008 / 2009 – 2012 / 2015 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 / 2013 
Walgett Shire Youth Council Constitution 2008 
 

 
Stakeholders: 

Walgett Shire Council 
Youth Development Team  
Youth and Young people of Walgett Shire 
Walgett Shire Communities 
 

 
Financial Implications: 

Budgeted for in 2009 – 2010 budget  
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 Report on Youth Development and Services February 2010 to May 2010 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1.  That the report on Youth Development and Services for the period February 2010 – March 

2010 be noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments:  
 
Walgett Shire Youth Week Acquittal 2010 (One acquittal available to view on the day) 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 June 2010   Page 173 of 295 

18. COMMUNITY SERVICES- EXTERNAL GRANTS RECEIVED  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services   

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker– Manager Community Development & Tourism  

FILE NUMBER:   10/246 

 
 
Summary: 
 
Council has received grant funding from the Department of Families, Housing, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) to facilitate three youth related projects in Walgett.  
This report provides an overview of those grants. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council has received funding from FaHCSIA, under its Indigenous Communities Strategic 
Investment Funding, in the amount of $145,000.  The grants are specifically for youth 
development in Walgett as follows:  
 

1. Shelter and seating for the basketball courts which are to be constructed at the Skate Park 
facility, Walgett - $40,000. 
 

2. Sporting and other equipment for the Walgett Youth Centre - $20,000. 
 

3. Youth Worker project aimed at assisting young people to connect to healthy recreational 
options.  This will involve employment of youth workers to facilitate weekend sporting 
opportunities for young people in Walgett - $85,000.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Plan 2010-2014 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reconciliation Plan 2007- 2010 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Strategy 5 Year Plan 2009-2014 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett community members, visitors and young people 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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 Community Services – External Grants Received 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Community Services External Grants Received report be received.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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19. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORKER POSITION  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf –Director Corporate and Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report was presented at the May 2010 Council meeting where a motion was carried that this 
item would be deferred for consideration at the June 2010 Council meeting.  
 
The position of Community Development Officer (CDO) was endorsed by Council for a twelve (12) 
month period.  This report provides a review of the position and makes a recommendation for the 
retention of the position within the Community Development Team.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
At the 24 March 2009 Council meeting the recommendation was made that the vacant Visitor 
Information Centre position be transferred to a CDO position, pending review after twelve (12) 
months time. The CDO role with Walgett Shire Council was developed to;  
 

• Facilitate social, cultural, recreational and community development opportunities within the 
Walgett Shire local area. 

• Deliver objectives and strategies of the Walgett Shire Social and Community Plan. 
 
The CDO sits within the Community Development Team which is made up of;  
 

• Aboriginal Community Liaison Officer (ACLO) – This role deals specifically with Aboriginal 
issues and contributes to the development and implementation of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Reconciliation Plan.   

• Youth Development Officer (YDO) – The YDO and team of youth workers implement the 
Walgett Shire Council’s Youth Development Strategy.  These workers focus on children 
and young people aged 5 – 18 years old.  

 
The existing positions, outlined above, focus on children, youth and Aboriginal people, leaving a 
significant gap in community development services to the remainder of the community.  The gap 
is significant for the following reasons; 
 

• Domestic violence  
Out of the 120 LGAs in the north western statistical area, Walgett is ranked second 
highest for incidences of domestic violence related assault*.  Violence against women 
affects the whole community and is a crime that requires an integrated community 
response.  

 
• Other crime  

Out of the 120 LGAs in the north Western statistical area, Walgett is ranked first highest 
for break and enter – dwelling, second highest for incidences of non domestic violence 
related assault and third highest for incidences related to break and enter –non dwelling 
and liquor offences*.  
*Bureau of Crime Research and Statistics> LGA rankings> 2009. 
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• Culturally and linguistically diverse community (CALD)  
Lightning Ridge has a significant CALD community who are under resourced by service 
providers.   Council has a responsibility to make multicultural principles and objectives 
part of core business through the implementation of a Multicultural Policies and 
Services Plan (MPSP).  

 
• Community capacity building  

It is widely accepted that a community that has opportunity to interact, develop and 
build their skills will produce healthy and resilient citizens.  This includes providing 
opportunities for cultural expression that are reflective of community need.  

 
The points above summarise areas requiring significant community development work that could 
not be addressed by the ALO and YDO alone.  
 
Review of CDO role 
 
To date, the existence of the CDO position has enabled the Community Development Team to 
address the above critical community issues as follows;  
 

Community issue Progress 
Domestic violence Throughout Walgett Shire, partnerships have been 

developed and strengthened; 
 
Yawarra Meamei Women’s Group, Lightning Ridge 
(planning & participation in White Ribbon Week and 
Reclaim the Night march, Lightning Ridge) 
Walgett Domestic Violence Prevention Legal Service 
(planning and participation, Reclaim the Night march, 
Walgett) 
Networking with established and new service providers to 
promote understanding of domestic violence related issues 
in Walgett Shire, through Interagency Meetings at Lighting 
Ridge and Walgett. Early Childhood Network, Walgett, and 
Early Childhood Interagency in Lightning Ridge.  
Support and advocacy for availability of forensic collection 
of evidence for victims of rape in Walgett Shire through 
Lightning Ridge Health Advisory Council, and other 
agencies.   
Event convener for Behind Closed Doors, Domestic & 
Family Violence Awareness Forum.  May 17 – 19th 2010.   
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Community Issue Progress 

Other crime  Active involvement with the Lightning Ridge Crime Safety 
Committee in the development and review of the Lightning 
Ridge Crime Safety Plan.   
 
A crime safety plan project, in accordance with the 
Attorney General’s Department guidelines has been 
developed.  This project is ready to progress, following 
consultation with Police and other stakeholders. 
 
A safety information tool has been developed to assist 
service providers and community members to obtain 
resources and information regarding safety issues. 
 
Co – ordination of the Walgett Community Drug Action 
Team to support and develop harm minimisation 
approaches to drug and alcohol issues. 
 
Research has been carried out to determine best practice 
models for the proposed Walgett Community Patrols 
Project. 

Culturally and linguistically 
diverse community (CALD) 

A strong working relationship has been continued with the 
Lightning Ridge Trans Cultural Community Council Inc., 
(LRTCC)  and their service, the Migrant Information and 
Referral Service including:  

• Multicultural mapping project - this project will help 
to determine more accurately the diversity of the 
CALD community in Walgett Shire, the assets the 
CALD community bring to the Shire and the 
services which are required. 
 

• Aged population survey – in partnership with 
LRTCC Council will gain information regarding the 
ageing population of older people with CALD 
backgrounds.  This information will assist Council 
with strategic planning. 

 
• Involvement with planning and implementation of 

multi-cultural celebrations and events such as 
Harmony Day.   
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Community Issue Progress 

Community capacity building Lightning Ridge Gym – assistance with service 
sustainability by sourcing and initiating appropriate training 
for volunteers.  
 
Assisting organisations to source and apply for funding 
opportunities including Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Inc 
(Electrical work for Lightning Ridge Indoor Swimming, 
Diving & Climbing Centre), Lighting Ridge Easter Festival 
Committee (2011 Lightning Ridge Easter Festival). 
 
Expand community access to Library services, with a 
program for pre-school children and their parents and 
carers in Lightning Ridge 
 
Provide opportunity for cultural development including 
community interest groups and co-ordination of touring 
performers to the Shire.  
 
Working with organisations and agencies to develop event 
facilitation (Children’s Week celebrations, Harmony Day 
celebrations, International Women’s day, Seniors Week, 
International Day of People with a Disability function). 

 
Future of the CDO role 
 
Council is required to consult with community members, understand community quality of life and 
develop equitable responses to community needs.  The draft Community Plan 2010 -2014 
provides for a number of actions that are a result of community consultation.  The Community 
Plan addresses the whole community and, while many actions will be facilitated under the Youth 
Strategy and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reconciliation Plan, there are many areas 
identified by community that require ongoing and focussed community work.  
 
Best practice community development approaches involve long term relationship building and a 
commitment to working alongside communities.  The creation of the CDO role has enabled 
focussed community development to commence.  In order to reach the desired social indicators, 
outlined in the Community Plan 2010-2014, it is critical that progress be continued.  
 
The CDO role within the Community Development Team demonstrates Council’s long term 
commitment to genuine community building and to fulfilling the actions outlined in the Community 
Plan 2010-2014.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Plan 2010-2014 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reconciliation Plan 2007- 2010 
Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 5 Year Plan 2009-2014 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
 Community Development Worker Position  
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Community Development Officer position be made a permanent position within 

the Community Development Team. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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20. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1367 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director 
Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during May 2010. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public and applicants 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
 Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the report on Complying Development Certificate and Development Applications 

dealt with under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory Services or 
General Manager during May 2010. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
A – Report on DAs and CDCs issued during May 2010 
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21. FORMER WALGETT RAILWAY BUILDING  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1165 

 
 
Summary: 
 
In 2008 Scott and Sarah Wickman accepted ownership of the former Walgett railway station 
building from Walgett Shire Council.  Recently they wrote to Council and advised that they cannot 
proceed with the re-use of the building.  It is recommended that Council resume ownership of the 
building and proceed with its demolition at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
At a meeting held on 28 October 2008 Walgett Shire Council considered a report on the former 
Walgett railway station building.  The building was owned by Council and had been stored on the 
property “Belmont”, about 2 km north of Walgett, since 1994.  Council resolved to: 

 

 
 
Mr and Mrs Wickman subsequently accepted ownership of the building in a letter dated 19 
November 2008. 
 
Recently the landowner of “Belmont”, Wyn Lyons, contacted Council’s Director of Planning and 
Regulatory Services to inquire when the building would be removed.  Subsequently Mr and Mrs 
Wickman wrote to Council on 20 May 2010 indicating that they were unable to take up ownership 
of the building in accordance with their original intentions (Attachment A).  Given that Mr and Mrs 
Wickman have not done anything with the building, and it previously belonged to Council, it would 
be appropriate for Council to resume ownership of the building. 
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In 2008 Walgett Shire Council advertised for two months seeking expressions of interest for the 
reuse or demolition of the building.  Only three expressions of interest were received, as follows: 
 

• Mrs and Mrs Scott Wickman - Proposed to relocate building to the "Kiel Kiel" property and 
use it as an extension to an existing home.  No cost to Walgett Shire Council. 

• Walgett District Historical Society Inc - Various tentative proposals offered with no 
indication of cost implications for Council. 

• Lightning Ridge Calweld Drill Hire - Offered to demolish and remove the building if Walgett 
Shire Council pays $2,500. 

 
When contemplating options for the future of the building, it is relevant to note that: 
 

• The State Rail Authority donated the building to the Walgett Shire Council in 1994, 
because it was no longer in use and surplus to its needs. 

• About 1994 the building was moved from the inactive railway line site to the “Belmont” 
property.  It appears that it was intended that the building should be temporarily stored at 
this site until a viable use was identified for it. 

• No maintenance has been undertaken on the wooden building since 1994 and it is 
progressively decaying. 

• Several tentative proposals for reusing the building have arisen, but no significant funding 
sources have been identified. 

• No viable business case for an alternative use has been identified. 
• Council's Senior Health and Building Surveyor, Len Smyth, inspected the building in 2008 

and provided an estimate of $100,000 to relocate and renovate the building (not including 
any fit out costs).  He also indicated that it would be more cost effective to construct a new 
purpose designed building than to reuse this building. 

• Council owns a number of relatively old buildings that require ongoing maintenance 
expenditure.  Examples include the former Council Chambers, the old Masonic Hall and 
several town/village halls. 

• Public buildings under Council management incur significant regulatory and duty of care 
obligations. 

• The building was not proposed for listing as an item of local heritage because it is not 
'fixed' on a site.  As a result the local heritage fund cannot be used to assist with funding 
relocation and renovation. 

• It remains desirable for Council to make progress toward having the building removed 
from the private land where it is presently located. 

 
Given the history of the building and its condition, it appears quite unlikely that a cost effective use 
can be found for it. 
 
Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison (Highground Consulting), has been consulted 
regarding the proposed demolition (Attachment B). 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Minutes and agenda of Walgett Shire Council meeting held on 15 July 2008, which address 
issues associated with the former Walgett railway station building. 
Minutes and agenda of Walgett Shire Council meeting held on 28 October 2008, which address 
issues associated with the former Walgett railway station building. 
Letter dated 19 November 2008 from Scott and Sarah Wickman to Walgett Shire Council 
accepting ownership of the building. 
Letter dated 20 May 2010 from Scott and Sarah Wickman to Walgett Shire Council indicating that 
they are unable to take ownership of the building. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, Wyn Lyons, Scott and Sarah Wickman 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
There are no funds available within the current budget to enable the demolition.  Based on the 
previous offer from Lightning Ridge Calweld Drill Hire, it is expected that demolition of the building 
will cost about $2,500 to $3,000. 
 
 Former Walgett Railway Station Building  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the letter dated 20 May 2010 from Scott and Sarah Wickman indicating they are 

unable to take up ownership of the former Walgett railway station building in accordance 
with their original intentions. 

 
2. Write to Scott and Sarah Wickman thanking them for their efforts to re-use the former 

Walgett railway station building and state that Walgett Shire Council has now resumed 
ownership of the building. 

 
3. Proceed with the demolition and removal of the former Walgett railway station building at 

the earliest opportunity. 
 
4. Fund the demolition via a $3,000 increase in the expected 2009-2010 budget deficit. 
 
5. Write to Wyn Lyons indicating that Walgett Shire Council will make arrangements for the 

building to be demolished and removed from the “Belmont” property at the earliest 
opportunity. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
A – 20 May 2010 letter from Scott and Sarah Wickman 
B – 4 June 2010 e-mail from Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison 
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Attachment A – 20 May 2010 letter from Scott and Sarah Wickman 
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Attachment B – 4 June 2010 e-mail from Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison. 
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22. WALGETT SHIRE LOCAL APPROVALS POLICY  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1582 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The Draft Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy was recently placed on exhibition with 
provisions to exempt camping at the Burren Junction Bore Baths site (lot 49, DP 40744 and lot 1, 
DP 181329) from requiring approval under section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993, if the 
site is owned by Walgett Shire Council.  It is recommended that Council adopt the policy and 
proceed with its implementation. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A Local Approvals Policy (LAP) is a statutory policy established under Chapter 7 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 (LGA) which supplements the provisions of the Act and the Local 
Government (Approvals) Regulation 1999 by: 
 

• Specifying the local circumstances in which approval is not required under Section 68 of 
the LGA (exemptions). 

• Specifying criteria, which the Council must consider when determining whether or not to 
grant approval to a particular activity. 

• Specifying other matters relating to such approvals that are not dealt with by the Act or 
Regulations. 

 
At a meeting held on 23 March 2010, Walgett Shire Council resolved to place the Draft Walgett 
Shire Council Local Approvals Policy (March 2010 LAP) on public exhibition and invite written 
submissions regarding the draft policy.  The key change in the draft policy was a provision to 
exempt camping at the Burren Junction Bore Baths site (lot 49, DP 40744 and lot 1, DP 181329) 
from requiring approval under section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993 if the site is owned by 
Walgett Shire Council.  The new provision is included with this report as Attachment A. 
 
Walgett Shire Council previously adopted a LAP (July 2009 LAP) at a meeting held on 28 July 
2009 and received a letter dated 4 January 2010 from the Deputy Director General (Local 
Government) that the following exemption provisions within the July 2009 LAP had been 
consented to (Consent 91, ref. A190658): 
 

• D1 – Community land - Engage in a trade or business (section 2.2.1 of July 2009 LAP). 
• D2 – Community land - Direct or procure entertainment for public (section 2.2.2 of July 

2009 LAP). 
• D4 – Community land - For fee or reward, play a musical instrument or sing (section 2.2.3 

of July 2009 LAP). 
• D5 – Community land - Use a loudspeaker or sound amplifying device (sections 2.2.4 and 

2.2.5 of July 2009 LAP). 
• E2 – Public roads - Expose or allow to be exposed (whether for sale or otherwise) any 

article in or on or so as to overhang any part of the road or outside a shop window or 
doorway abutting the road, or hang an article beneath an awning over the road (section 
2.2.6 of policy). 
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• F7 – Other activities - Use a standing vehicle or any article for the purpose of selling any 
article in a public place (section 2.2.9 of policy). 

 
In a letter dated 4-8-2009 the Department of Local Government indicated it had referred proposed 
exemption provisions for F4 and F5 activities to the Director General of the Department of 
Planning so that they could be dealt with under delegated authority.  At the time this report was 
being prepared (31-5-2010), the Director General had not yet consented to the proposed F4 and 
F5 exemptions.  As a result, the following exemption provisions have no effect until consent is 
issued: 

• F4 – Other activities - Install a domestic oil or solid fuel heating appliance, other than a 
portable appliance (section 2.2.7 of policy). 

• F5 – Other activities - Install or operate amusement devices (within the meaning of the 
Construction Safety Act 1912) (section 2.2.8 of policy). 

 
The March 2010 LAP was placed on public exhibition from 29 March 2010 until 10 May 2010 (43 
days) and advertised via: 

• A letter dated 25-10-2010 to the Burren Junction Precinct Committee. 
• Letters dated 25-10-2010 to the proprietors of the Burren Junction Service Station and the 

Junction City Hotel.  These businesses were perceived to have a potential interest in the 
proposal to exempt camping at the Burren Junction Bore Baths site from requiring section 
68 approval. 

• Advertisements in the Walgett Spectator on 31-3-2010, 14-4-2010 and 28-4-2010. 
• Advertisements in the Lightning Ridge News on 1-4-2010, 15-4-2010 and 29-4-2010. 
• Walgett Shire Council’s web site. 

 
The advertisements and letters indicated that copies of the March 2010 LAP were available from 
Council’s web site and by request from the Walgett office of Council.  No submissions were 
received during the public exhibition period. 
 
Remaining matters that need to be addressed to enable the March 2010 LAP to be implemented 
are summarised below: 

1. After considering all submissions received, the Council may decide to amend, adopt 
without amendment, or not to adopt the LAP (LGA S.161(1)). 

2. If the amendments are not substantial in the Council’s opinion, then it may adopt the 
amended LAP without further public exhibition (LGA S.161(2)). 

3. If the amendments are substantial, then the LAP must be publicly exhibited once more in 
accordance with the LGA, as described above (LGA S.161(2)). 

4. Approval of the Deputy Director General (Local Government) for parts of the LAP relating 
to exemptions from the necessity to obtain approval (LGA S.162). 

5. The council must give public notice of the adoption of a LAP (LGA S.166)). 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 – particularly Chapter 7. 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and 
Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005 
Department of Local Government Practice Note 14 titled Local Approvals Policies, issued March 
1996. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public, Walgett Shire Council, Department of Local Government 
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Financial Implications: 
 
There are no significant financial implications known, or likely, as a result of the recommended 
resolution. 
 
 Walgett Shire Local Approvals Policy  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Adopt the Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy, as publicly exhibited from 29 

March 2010 to 10 May 2010. 
 
2. Write to the Deputy Director General (Local Government), of the Department of Premier 

and Cabinet: 
 
 (a)  Requesting consent for parts of the Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy 

(March 2010 version) relating to local exemptions from the necessity to obtain activity 
approvals under Section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
 (b)  Noting that the Director General from the Department of Planning has not yet 

consented to the F4 and F5 activity exemption provisions, as proposed in the July 
2009 version of the Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy.  Also, noting that 
these exemption provisions are also contained in the March 2010 version of the 
policy. 

 
 (c)  Requesting that the Deputy Director General (Local Government), of the Department 

of Premier and Cabinet remind the Director General of the Department of Planning 
that Walgett Shire Council is waiting for consent for the F4 and F5 activity exemptions 
contained in the Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy. 

 
3. If consent is obtained from the respective Director General’s for the local exemptions 

within the Walgett Shire Local Approvals Policy, then give public notice of the adoption of 
the March 2010 version of Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy via 
advertisements in the Lightning Ridge News and the Walgett Spectator newspapers. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments 
 
A – Draft Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy clause to exempt the Burren Junction Bore 
Baths camp site from approval under section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993 
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A – Draft Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy clause to exempt the Burren Junction Bore 
Baths camp site from approval under section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993 
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23. HERITAGE ACTIVITIES AND REPORTING 2009-2010 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1165 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report provides an overview of the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray 
Christison, during 2009-2010.  The Heritage Strategy Report 2009-2010 and a draft Walgett Shire 
Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2010-13 are also included.  It is recommended that Council note 
the information provided and adopt the Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2010-13, as 
submitted. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
HERITAGE ADVISOR ACTIVITIES 2009-2010 
Council’s Heritage Advisor Ray Christison is engaged to implement Council’s Heritage Strategy 
and to provide advice to owners of heritage properties.  During 2009-2010 he has worked with 
owners of heritage buildings to ensure good outcomes for their properties, provided advice to 
Council on development applications affecting heritage items, and undertaking a review of the 
2008 Community-Based Heritage Study and draft LEP Heritage Schedule. 
 
Achievements during 2009/2010 include: 
 

• Commencement of a complete review of draft LEP Heritage Schedule to ensure that the 
list is sustainable.  To date 17 properties in Carinda, Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge 
have been visited as part of this review. 

• Provision of advice on the management of heritage items within the shire, including: 
~ Angledool Meat House 
~ Bungalow, Earl Street, Collarenebri 
~ Come-By-Chance Hall 
~ Epping Woolshed, Come-By-Chance 
~ Glenburnie Homestead, Burren Junction 
~ Old Post Branch, Lightning Ridge 
~ Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Carinda 
~ Walford House, Lightning Ridge 

• Advice provided on developments affecting heritage places, including: 
~ 24 Pitt Street, Walgett 
~ 56 Warrena Street, Walgett 
~ Shops, Wee Waa Street, Walgett 
~ Wilson Street, Collarenebri 
~ Morilla Street, Lightning Ridge 

• Recording of additional heritage places, including: 
~ Carinda Pioneer Cemetery 
~ Ivanhoe Homestead, Collarenebri 
~ Ivanhoe Woolshed, Collarenebri 
~ Walgett General Cemetery 

• Discussions regarding a Preserved Opal Fields Heritage Study. 
• Development of a 2010/2013 Heritage Strategy. 
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HERITAGE REPORTS AND GRANTS 2009-2010  
The Heritage Branch of the Department of Planning requires annual reports to be prepared by 
council’s Heritage Advisor on the implementation of Council’s Heritage Strategy and the operation 
of the Local Heritage Fund.  Council receives annual grants from the Heritage Branch, one to 
assist with costs incurred in retaining a Heritage Advisor and another to facilitate local heritage 
projects.  These grants are paid after satisfactory reports have been submitted to the Heritage 
Branch. 
 
Ray Christison has prepared the attached Heritage Strategy Annual Report 2009-2010 
(Attachment A) and Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2009-2010 (Attachment B). 
 
DRAFT WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL HERITAGE STRATEGIC PLAN 2010-13 
A condition of the grants that Council receives from the Heritage Branch of the Department of 
Planning, is that Council must prepare, adopt and implement a Heritage Strategy.  The strategy 
must be based on the Heritage Branch publication, ‘Recommendations for Local Council Heritage 
Management’. 
 
A draft Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2010-13 is included with this report as 
Attachment C. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Report of the Community Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire. 
Letter dated 20 November 2008 from Heritage Branch, Department of Planning which details the 
funding offer for 2009-2010. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Owners of items proposed for listing as items of local heritage, Walgett Shire Council, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Receipt of the Walgett Heritage Advisor grant of $7,000 and the Walgett Local Heritage Fund 
grant of $6,400 for 2009-2010 from the Heritage Branch of the Department of Planning is 
conditional upon Council submitting the appropriate reports and plan (Attachments A, B and C). 
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 Heritage Activities and reporting 2009/2010 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Note the report on the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray 

Christison, during 2009-2010. 
 
2.  Endorse and adopt the following documents, as prepared by Walgett Shire Council’s 

Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison: 
 
  (a)  The Walgett Shire Heritage Strategy Annual Report 2009-2010. 
  (b)  The Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2009-2010. 
  (c)  The Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2010-13. 
 
3. Submit the adopted documents to the Heritage Branch of the Department of Planning. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
A – Draft Walgett Shire Heritage Strategy Annual Report 2009-2010 
B – Draft Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2009-2010 
C – Draft Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2010-13 
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Attachment A – Walgett Shire Heritage Strategy Annual Report 2009-2010  
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Attachment B – Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2009-2010  
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Attachment C – Draft Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2010-13 
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24. HOTEL LICENSE APPLICATION, LIGHTNING RIDGE RSL 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1308 

 
 
Summary: 
 
Walgett Shire Council has received notification that the Lightning Ridge RSL is applying for a 
“Hotel – General Bar” liquor licence.  It is recommended that Council resolve to request that 
trading hours be generally restricted to between 8:00AM and 5:00PM. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
On 26 May 2010 Walgett Shire Council received notification from the Lightning Ridge RSL that it 
has applied for a “Hotel – General Bar” liquor licence (Attachment A).  The application indicates 
that the proposed trading hours are 7:00AM until 5:00PM. 
 
The RSL is located on lot 15, section 16, DP 758612, in Harlequin St, as shown in the map below.  
Commercial uses in the vicinity are identified by labels on the respective lots.  The primary land 
use on the remaining lots is residential.  
 

 
 
Minutes for the Council meeting held on 9 April 1981 indicate the RSL club building was 
approved, as follows: 
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A search of Council files failed to locate a copy of the development consent (including the consent 
conditions). 
 
Subsequently Building Application 1981/021 was approved on 8 April 1981 for a hall. 
 
Allen Giddings verbally indicated to the author that: 

• Alcohol has been served from the premises on a regular basis under a function licence 
(initially granted in 1989). 

• There is no intention to significantly change the current use of the premises in conjunction 
with the application for “hotel – general bar licence”.  For example, there is no proposal to 
install gaming machines on the premises. 

• The “hotel – general bar licence” would have the effect of formalising existing operating 
arrangements. 

• There is a need for early opening to enable the RSL to provide support services for 
returned soldiers.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Development Application 1981/027 (not located). 
Building Application 1981/021. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public, Lightning Ridge RSL, Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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 Heritage Activities and reporting 2009/2010 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Acknowledge receipt of the notification indicating that the Lightning Ridge RSL has applied 

for a “Hotel – General Bar” liquor licence on lot 15, section 16, DP 758612, in Harlequin 
St., Lightning Ridge. 

 
2.  Respond to the Lightning Ridge RSL by stating that Walgett Shire Council: 
   
  (a)  Notes the RSL has been operating on the site since 1981 when development 

consent 1981/027 was issued. 
  (b)  Notes that the dominant land use in the vicinity of the RSL premises is residential. 
  (c)  Believes that, in order to maintain a balance between the interests of the community 

and RSL patrons, it would be appropriate to generally restrict trading hours to 
between 8:00AM and 5:00PM. 

  (d)  Council has no objection to trading hours being extended for special events, such as 
ANZAC day. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
A – Notice of intention to apply for a hotel – general bar licence 
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Attachment A – Notice of intention to apply for a hotel – general bar licence 
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25. FIRE SAFETY REPORT, TATTERSALLS HOTEL, COLLARENEBRI 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/342 

 
 
Summary: 
 
Walgett Shire Council has received a fire safety report from the NSW Fire Brigades regarding the 
Tattersalls Hotel, Collarenebri.  It is recommended that Council resolve to issue a notice of 
intention to the building owner regarding a draft order under section 121B of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 requiring action to address fire safety issues. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
In a letter dated 24 May 2010, the Building Compliance Unit of the NSW Fire Brigades states that 
it inspected the Tattersalls Hotel on 4 May 2010 to assess the adequacy of installed fire safety 
measures (Attachment A).  The report is quite detailed and includes a paragraph stating: 

 
 
With regard to inspection reports by fire brigades, section 121ZD of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 (Attachment B) states: 

 
 
The requirement to table the report within 28 days was inadvertently overlooked by Council staff.  
Order number 6 under section 121B of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
(Act) relates to fire safety, while order number 8 relates to activities that are able to be dealt with 
under a development consent. 
 
Division 2A of the Act prescribes in some detail the processes that must be followed when issuing 
orders.  In this case the appropriate process can be summarised as: 

a. Issuing a notice of intention to give an order (Section 121H). 
b. Providing the party proposed to be subject to an order with an opportunity to make 

representations regarding the order (Section 121I). 
c. Hearing and considering any representations received (Section 121J). 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Public, Owner of the Tattersalls Hotel, Council, NSW Fire Brigades 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
None known or expected. 
 
 Fire Safety, Tattersalls Hotel Collarenebri 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Note the letter dated 24 May 2010 from the Building Compliance Unit of the NSW Fire 

Brigades regarding the adequacy of installed fire safety measures at the Tattersalls Hotel, 
Collarenebri (lot 10, section 3, DP 758262). 

 
2.  Send a notice of intention to issue order number 6 for fire safety issues under section 

121B of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to Gavin D Grant, the 
owner of the Tattersalls Hotel, Collarenebri (lot 10, section 3, DP 758262), based on the 
draft provided to Council. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
A – Letter dated 24 May 2010 from NSW Fire Brigades, Building Compliance Unit 
B – Section 121ZD of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
C – Draft notice of intention to issue an order 
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Attachment A – Letter dated 24 May 2010 from NSW Fire Brigades, Building Compliance Unit 
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Attachment B – Section 121ZD of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
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Attachment C – Draft notice of intention to issue an order 
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26. WATER SUPPLY BACKFLOW PREVENTION PROCEDURES  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo O Coralde – Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1409 

 
 
Summary:  
 
This report recommends to Council the approval of the Water Supply Backflow Prevention 
Procedures effective 01 July 2010. 
 
Background:  
 
Council approved the implementation of the Water supply Backflow Prevention Policy on 01 May 
2010. To effectively carry-out this policy, a set of procedure is necessary whenever Council 
directs or advises property owners to install backflow preventers on their properties.  
 
Backflow preventers are required by Australian Standards, National Plumbing and Drainage Code 
(AS3500. 1) for protection and conservation of safe drinking water.   
 
Relevant Documents 
 
Backflow Prevention Policy 
Australian New Zealand Standards 3500 
 
Community Implications: 
 
The community needs to be informed regarding the approval of the Backflow Prevention 
Procedure.  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
 Water Supply Backflow Prevention Procedures 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolves to: 
 
1.  Approve the Backflow Prevention Procedure effective 01 May 2010. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Backflow Prevention Procedure 
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 Backflow Prevention Procedure 
 
Approval Date:  01 July 2010 
 
Review Date:  01 July 2012 
 
Responsible Officer:  Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

 
 
IMPLEMENTATION: 

 
1. Property Owners 

 
Appropriate Backflow Preventers shall be installed on owner’s property at their own cost. 
Installation requirements shall be defined in accordance with the level of backflow hazard of 
the activities being carried out on the property. 
 
On-going maintenance of the backflow preventer and necessary up-grades if required, when 
being carried out on the property change representing higher level of hazard, shall be borne 
by the property owner. 
 

 
2. Responsibilities of Property Owners 
 

 

The property owner is responsible for installation and replacement of non-testable backflow 
preventers or for the annual testable testing backflow preventer in accordance with AS 
2845.3-1993 Water Supply – Backflow Prevention Part 3: Field Testing and Maintenance. 

 

Certifications from qualified personnel regarding tests, replacements and period of 
satisfactory compliance shall be provided by the property owner to Council. 

 

Non-compliance may result to Council arranging for certifications to be carried out by others. 
The property owner will be charged for this extra service by Council.  

 

Council shall have the right to set this extra service charge at a higher level to ensure that 
property owners comply with the Policy. 

 
3. Responsibilities of Council 

 

 

Council shall inspect the identified property to determine the appropriate hazard rating for the 
next time period. Inspection charges may be applied. 

 

Council will assign a default level of hazard to a property if no site specification or information 
is readily available for assessment. This default level of hazard is based on Council’s 
assessment of perceived activities undertaken on site. Council has the right to set defaults 
from time to time. 

 

Should a property owner be ready to provide a site specification or information; the property 
owner may request a review to Council. Council then will review the hazard, re-assign a 
different level of hazard if appropriate and Council will amend its record accordingly. 
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Council may ask the property owner to certify their hazard rating from time to time by qualified 
certifiers such as licensed plumbers who have completed appropriate training as required by 
Council. 

 

Council will keep records of all property owners with potential or factual backflow hazard 
problems and operate a Compliance System to ensure that property owners comply with this 
Policy. 

 
4. Enforcement of this Policy 

 
WSC may enforce compliance by applying all or any of the following: 
 
4.1 Imposition of a fee or charge 
4.2 Carry out necessary work at property owner’s request 
4.3 Carry out Council’s inspection to comply with the Policy 
4.4 Disconnect from WSC’s water supply system 
4.5 Issue an order or instructions, deny water supply to a property owner under the Local 

Government Act 
 
 
Reference:  Backflow Prevention Policy 
 

 
 

Document and Version Control 
 

This is a controlled document. Copies are numbered and issued to pre-determined Council 
officials to keep for reference at specified locations. New versions, after being approved, are to 
replace the previous versions.  
 
Council is currently developing a Quality Assurance System AS/ANZ ISO 14001:2004 to ensure 
that the objectives of this policy with regards to the Quality Policy are carried out effectively.  
 

Amended Records  
 
Version Date Author Section Changes Made Verified 

1 14 April 2010 S Coralde All none SOC 
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27. MANAGEMENT OF ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES WATER AND 
SEWERAGE PROGRAM  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo O Coralde – Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 
 
Summary:  
 
This report recommends Council to note the progress of its current involvement regarding the 
impending water and sewerage management program of Gingie, Namoi and Collarenebri 
Villages.  
 
Background:  
 
In September 2009, Council approved in principle to participate in the Water and Sewerage 
Program for Gingie, Nomai and Collarenebri communities.  Council also authorized the General 
Manager to continue negotiations with the NSW Aboriginal Council and NSW Department of 
Water and Energy regarding the proposed contractual agreement parameters. 
 
After a long series of consultations, the NSW Department of Water and Energy finally conducted a 
3-day workshop in Walgett RSL Club from 01 – 03 June 2010 inclusive. This exercise includes 
representatives from the Namoi, Gingie and Collarenebri communities, NSW Urban Water 
Managers and Walgett Shire Council.  
 
Summary: 
 
The 3-day workshop was well attended. The full servicing of the existing water and sewerage 
supply to Gingie, Nomai and Collarenebri Villages were identified and incorporated in the attached 
Draft Management Plan:  
 

• Emergency repairs: fixing pumps, lines and other equipment if they break down. 
• Capital Improvements: supply and demand of water and sewerage services. 
• Regular maintenance: water pump, treatment and distribution systems. 
• Regular maintenance: sewer pumps and mains.  
• Quality Control: regular testing, collection, testing and reporting of water quality. 

 
The Management Plan workshop is designed to act in accordance with Schedules 1, 2 & 3 of the 
Draft Service Agreement prepared by the NSW Department of Water and Energy in 2009. Once 
all parties agreed, in principle, the provisionary Service Agreement will be available within three to 
four months of accepting this report. 
 
BHD Plumbing Contractors and Council shall then provide their respective costing when all 
parties agreed on the mechanics of the Management Plan. 
 
Relevant Documents 
  
UIS Director September 2009 Report - Water and Sewerage Program for Aboriginal Communities 
Draft Service Agreement - Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program 
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Community Implications: 
 
Council involvement in managing the water supply and sewerage services to Gingie, Namoi and 
Collarenebri Communities will be viewed as very positive to NSW Aboriginal Land Council, NSW 
Department of Water and Energy and Walgett communities. 
 
The level of customer service in providing better water and sewerage services to Gingie, Namoi 
and Collarenebri Villages will be improved enormously over the next 5 years.  
 
An exciting opportunity to train and mentor local people from Gingie, Namoi and Collarenebri 
Villages to administer their own water and sewerage systems is possible under the terms of 
contract reference.   
 
Financial Implications:  
 
The new Service Agreement will provide Council additional annual income over the next 25 years.  
 
Possible increase in number of Walgett and Collarenebri Water and Sewerage staff due to the 
expected boost of workloads but no financial burden to Council 
 
 Management of Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council notes this report.   
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Appendix 1 - Letter to Mr. John Bourke (Contract Agreement) 
Appendix 2 – Gingie, Namoi and Collarenebri Village Water and Sewerage Workshop Agenda  

(1 – 3 June 2010) 
Appendix 3 - Draft Management Plan (Levels of Service & Service Agreements) 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 June 2010   Page 228 of 295 

 
APPENDIX 1 

Letter to Mr. John Bourke (Contract Agreement) 
 

 
 
 
SOC:SOC: 10/306 and 10/295 
 
Mr Siegfredo (Fred) Coralde 
 
 
02 July 2010 
 
 
Mr. John Bourke 
Program Manager Aboriginal Water and Sewerage 
26 Honeysuckle Drive 
Newcastle 2309 NSW  
P O Box 2213 Dangar NSW 2309 
 
 
Dear John: 
 
Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program 
 
This is a follow-up letter regarding the discussions currently taking place on how Council intends to 
participate in the management of Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program (Gingie, Namoi 
and Collarenebri Villages).  
 
As you are aware, pre-consultations with Dept of Water, Dept of Heath, Aboriginal representatives from 
Gingie and Namoi Villages, BHC Plumbing Contractors and Council started yesterday, 01 July 2010 at the 
Walgett Golf Club. This consultation will end tomorrow and hopefully, a workable Management Plan as 
initiated by the Dept of Water and would be ready for final consultation in a couple of months ahead. 
 
It would appear that a Management Plan shall provide a good evidence of what BHC Plumbing Contractors 
are obligated to do within the 12-month interim period. It would be nice if Council will be provided the range 
of BHC activities and costs beforehand while Council is preparing its own estimated participation costs. 
 
I understand that the Management Plan will become an integral part of the Service Agreement among 
Council, Aboriginal Land Authority and BHC Plumbing Contractors.   
 
Council’s position. Our initial meeting in October 2008, Council indicated to undertake a longer-term 
responsibility of providing water and sewerage services to its aboriginal villages. However, Council’s in-
house resources are insufficient to take on fully this responsibility and therefore, would need an external 
service provider. I would like to confirm that Council attitude still remains until this date.   
 
The interim agreement. Council is happy as part of the interim agreement to engage BHC Plumbing 
Contractors based on a single quote and approved by the Department of Water to continue providing 
services to the aboriginal communities for the 12-month interim arrangement period. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Siegfredo Coralde 
Director Urban Infrastructure Services 
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APPENDIX 2  

Gingie & Namoi Village Water and Sewerage Workshop Agenda (1 – 3 June 2010) 
 
From: Warwick Brown [mailto:Warwick.Brown@dwe.nsw.gov.au]  
Sent: Friday, 21 May 2010 9:31 AM 
To: Anthony@bhcplumbing.com.au; anne.dennis7@bigpond.com; DFerrall@gwahs.health.nsw.gov.au; Fred 
Coralde; Ian Burton; Joe Flick; wa85732@bigpond.net.au; Trent Betts 
Cc: John Bourke; Lesley.Houston@daa.nsw.gov.au; paul.byleveld@doh.health.nsw.gov.au; Sandy Leask; 
Thangamany Balaraju 
Subject: FW: Gingie & Namoi Village - Water & Sewerage Workshop - 1st, 2nd & 3rd June 2010 
 
Dear all, 
 
The venue is now confirmed as the Walgett District Sporting Club, thanks to Anne Dennis. 
See you all there. 
 
Warwick 
 

 
From: Warwick Brown  
Sent: Monday, May 17, 2010 9:06 AM 
To: (Anthony@bhcplumbing.com.au); Anne Dennis (anne.dennis7@bigpond.com); David Ferrall 
(DFerrall@gwahs.health.nsw.gov.au); Fred Coralde (fcoralde@walgett.nsw.gov.au); Ian Burton; Joe Flick; 
Maria Dennis (wa85732@bigpond.net.au); Trent Betts 
Cc: John Bourke; 'paul.byleveld@doh.health.nsw.gov.au'; 'Sandy Leask'; Thangamany Balaraju 
Subject: Gingie & Namoi Village - Water & Sewerage Workshop - 1st, 2nd & 3rd June 2010 
 
Dear all, 
  
Two 1 ½ day workshops for the Gingie & Namoi Village Aboriginal Communities’ Water & Sewerage 
Management Plans are confirmed for Tues 1st, Wed 2nd & Thur 3rd

  
 June 2010. 

Thanks to those who have already helped with background information.  
 
The attached documents outline the information provided so far. Everyone is asked to check the document 
and advise if they can add anything further. Where specific information is requested it is colour coded – 
LALC, BHC Plumbing & Walgett Council, Health & NOW. 
 
Anne has kindly offered to arrange the venues and catering. 
 
Gingie Agenda 
  
Location: Walgett District Sporting Club 
  
Tuesday 1st

  
 June 2010 

10:00 am to 10:30 a.m. Introduction & Morning Tea 
10:30 to 12:30 Site Visit 
12:30 to 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 to 4:00 Water Supply Risk Assessment 
  
Wednesday 2nd

  
 June 2010 

9:00 am to 12:30 Sewerage Risk Assessment & General Management Issues 
12:30 to 1:00 Lunch 
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Namoi Village Agenda 
  
Location: Walgett District Sporting Club 
  
Wednesday 2nd

  
 June 2010 

1:00 am to 1:30 a.m. Introduction 
1:30 to 3:15 Site Visit 
3:15 to 3:30 Afternoon Tea 
3:30 to 4:30 Water Supply Risk Assessment 
  
Thursday 3rd

   
 June 2010 

9:00 am to 12:30 a.m. Water Supply Risk Assessment 
12:30 to 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 to 4:00 Sewerage Risk Assessment & General Management Issues 
  
 
Please respond with any comments and confirm (or otherwise) your availability by COB 26th

 
 May. 

regards 
Warwick 
 
 

Principal Urban Water Manager 
Warwick Brown 

NSW Office of Water 
PO Box 829  |  512 Dean St, Albury, NSW, 2640 
T: (02) 6024 8833 M: 0419 296 675 F: (02) 6041 4223  
E:  warwick.brown@dwe.nsw.gov.au 
W: www.dwe.nsw.gov.au 
 
*** This message is intended for the addresses named and may contain privileged or confidential information. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this communication. If you have received this message in error please 
delete the email and notify the sender. 
The NSW Government accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising from the use of this email and recommends that the recipient 
check this email and any attached files for the presence of viruses. ***  

mailto:warwick.brown@dwe.nsw.gov.au�
http://www.dwe.nsw.gov.au/�
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APPENDIX 3 
Draft Management Plan (Levels of Service & Service Agreements) 
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28. COUNTRY TOWNS WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE PROGRAM  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo O Coralde – Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council agree on the following: 
 

1. Agree, in principle, to accept the $6.5 million capital works program for the improvement of 
water and sewerage systems in Walgett and Namoi communities. 

2. Agree, in principle, to contribute one third of all costs in excess of the $4.2 million originally 
funded by the federal government. 

3. Agree that the NSW Department of Water be the Project Managers of the $6.5 million 
project and allow this agency to commence detailed investigation and designs as soon as 
possible. 

 
This report further relates to a separate funding made available to the Aboriginal Communities 
Water and Sewerage Program where Council is actively in discussion with the NSW Ministry of 
Water, Land Aboriginal Council and BHD Contractors in managing the essential utility services to 
Gingie, Namoi and Collarenebri villages. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council in coordination with the NSW Department of Water submitted a proposal for 
federal funding of $3.605 million water and sewerage program through the Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG).  
 
On 29 December 2009, the Director of Urban Infrastructure Services submitted a report to Council 
where under Resolution 407/09, Council noted the Water and Sewerage Program for Aboriginal 
Communities and considered funding Walgett Water Treatment Plant refurbishments in the 2010-
11 budget preparation. 
 
On 23 April 2010 Dr Mike Kelly MP, Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Water, announced a 
grant of $4.2 million for this project.   
 
Detailed design considerations. On 17 May 2010, the NSW Department of Water discussed the 
project with Council regarding the implementation of the project. Based on new information made 
available to both parties, the following amendments were proposed: 
 

A. Walgett Water Supply System 
 

• Build a new water treatment plant with a capacity of 2.0 ML per day. This plant 
would be built in Council’s depot next to the existing treatment plant. 

• The provision of managing the waste sludge is to be incorporated into the new 
treatment plant. 

• Build a new intake for the filtered water supply at the same location  
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• Replace the capacity of pumps at the intake to 28 liters per second from 18 liters 
per second. The new pumps are assumed would fit within the existing pumping 
station. 

• The 200 mm diameter CI pipeline from the pumping station will be examined if 
sufficient or enough to accommodate the higher capacity of the new pumps. 

• A new dedicated rising main be installed to pump the water directly to the reservoir 
where some outlet pipe work shall be augmented back from the reservoir to the 
reticulation network. 
  

B. Walgett Fluoridation System. Consider the design before the designs for the water 
treatment plant commence. Costs are to be included to the whole scope.   

 
C. Walgett Sewerage System. The already overloaded existing pond shall be investigated 

and to be re-designed.  
  

D. Namoi Water Supply 
 

• Replace both filtered and raw water mains to the village with new 100 and 150 mm 
diameter polyethylene mains – to operate by gravity from Walgett town reservoirs. 

• Option to augment some pipe works within the Walgett reticulation network to 
maintain water pressure for local town consumers. 

• A flow meter to install on each 100 and 150mm mains with the provision to throttle 
the flow if reasonable water usage is not maintained. 

• Initiate a full water loss investigation of the current reticulation system   
  

E. Namoi Sewerage System. Individual on-site aerated wastewater treatment systems will be 
replaced. A pressure sewerage system and pump the sewage across Walgett is to be 
provided. 

 
Summary. The amendments have been re-calculated leading to a new funding requirement of 
$6.5 million. The following estimates are preliminary and as agreed with the NSW Dept of Water, 
will be revised as investigations and designs are undertaken: 
 

New 2.0 ML per day water treatment plant $ 2,500 
New intake for the filtered water supply $ 200 
Rising main and outlet main from filtered water reservoir $ 290 
New pumps in pumping station for filtered water system $ 70 
New filtered and raw supply lines to Namoi Village $ 650 
Upgrade works at sewage treatment plant $ 850 
Pressure sewer system for Namoi Village $ 810 
Sub total $ 5,370 
 
Survey, investigation, design, project management  $ 1,070 
Total $ 6,440 
 
Estimated Cost $   6.5 million 

 
The grant of $4.2 million is being provided by the Australian Government.  However, the costs in 
excess of this grant must be funded from somewhere else. Based on the $2.3 million excess, the 
NSW Department of Water noted that three agencies such as Walgett Shire Council, Aboriginal 
Development Program and the Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program can share 
costs equally. Walgett Shire Council may contribute $800,000, a third of $2.3 million while the 
remaining costs are shared between two other sources.  
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The time frame to complete this project is 3 years from the time the grant approval is released.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Council Report – Water and Sewerage Program for Aboriginal Communities-NSW 
September 2009 
Draft - Aboriginal Community Program for Water and Sewerage Service Agreement 
DUIS December 2009 Report – Country Towns Water and Supply Sewerage Program 
Draft – Management Plan for Aboriginal Community for Water and Sewerage Program 
Letter from Mike Partlin - Senior Manager Infrastructure and Funding, Urban Water Branch 
Department of Water 
Email from Mike Partin - Walgett Water and Sewerage project 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Namoi Communities 
  
Social and Community Implications: 
 
Providing quality water to Walgett and Namoi communities will be greatly improved.  
 
A huge incentive for business growth to Walgett Shire Council over the next ten years 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council to contribute at least $800,000 to this project by 2011-12 
 
The $200,000 can be funded from the Walgett Water and Sewerage Reserve Fund while the 
$600,000 shall be funded from external loans or applying for an internal loan from the Lightning 
Ridge Water and Sewerage Reserve Fund.  
 
 Country Towns Water Supply and Sewerage Program 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That: 
 
1. Agree to accept the $6.5 million capital works program for the improvement of water and 

sewerage systems in Walgett and Namoi communities. 
 
2. Agree to contribute one third of all costs in excess of the $4.2 million originally funded by 

the federal government. 
 
3. Agree that the NSW Department of Water be the Project Managers of the $6.5 million 

project and allow this agency to commence detailed investigation and designs as soon as 
possible. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
 
Attachments: 
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Nil  
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29. AUSTRALIA WIDE RURAL ROAD GROUP 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor – Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/341 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The Australia Wide Rural Road Group first met on 15 March 2010.  It is proposed to represent 
local government primarily in relation to the sustainability of the regional road network.  This report 
recommends Council’s continued support of this group subject to favourable report from the 
Mayor’s attendance at a second meeting conducted alongside the National General Assembly on 
14 June 2010. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Australia Wide Rural Road Group’s inaugural meeting was on 15 March 2010 in Canberra.  
The group is proposed to represent local government primarily in relation to the sustainability of 
the regional road network. 
 
At its first meeting it resolved among other things to apply for incorporation; 
 

 
And 
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The Group is being hosted by Gwydir Shire Council. 
 
Membership of the Group has the potential to elevate the awareness and importance of rural road 
funding and development issues at higher levels of government and to support Council in 
justifying its expenditure on road infrastructure. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Letter to Mayor Woodcock 26 May 2010 including draft model rules of incorporation 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Membership fee for this year is $100. 
 
 Australia Wide Rural Road Group 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council become a member of the Australia Wide Rural Road Group. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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30. TENDERS - PLANT HIRE 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/883 

 
 
Summary: 
 
Tenders calling for standing offers E08007 for the hire of various plant and related services have 
been advertised in accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation.  This report 
recommends that Council accept all conforming tenders submitted to date. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Tenders were called requesting standing offers for casual plant hire.  The tender period is on-
going. 
 
The offer document makes provision for the selection of a plant hire contractor from those offers 
accepted.  Selection must consider: 
 

• Availability 
• Suitability for Council’s Project Requirements 
• Total Estimated Project Price 
• Documented Past Performance 
• Value for Money 

 
The offer documents include performance specifications and require the contractor to provide 
various insurances to mitigate public liability and worker death and injury risks associated with this 
class of work.  Engagement is based on a Purchase Order Contract and Australian Standard 
4905 Minor Works contract Conditions. 
 
As the expenditure over a 12 month period with some of the plant hire contractors, or on an 
individual project may exceed the tender threshold of $150,000, it is recommended that Council 
formally accept all conforming offers as follows: 
 

• Chistopher Underwood 
• JR Weate Pty Ltd 
• Ken Sherar Contracting Pty Ltd 
• Sherrin Rentals Pty ltd 
• Doncorp 
• PR & JA Cochrane 
• Bows Sand & Gravel 
• Wax Grading 
• J&J Fielding 
• Ausroad Systems Pty Ltd 
• Scott Stewart Earthmoving 
• JWF & Y Muller 
• MJ & GD Barton Transport 
• RGT Cochrane 
• Wintergreen Investments Pty Ltd 

• Fred Walford 
• Coates Hire Operations Pty Ltd 
• Conplant 
• Hunter's Agricultural Services 
• GR & MA Freeman 
• AE & NE Dewson 
• McKrob Holdings Pty Ltd 
• Josh Brett Contracting Services 
• Ridgerock Earthmoving 
• Billy T's Tippers 
• MAAS Contracting 
• Rollers Australia 
• Batterline Earthmoving 
• PG & ME Stewart 
• Robert Rubie 
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Any further offers received will be referred to Council at its meeting following the assessment of 
such offers. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Offer Documents E08007 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Costs associated with the engagement of contractors are included in the expenditure of the 
relevant Council service delivery area in the Management Plan. 
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 Tenders – Plant Hire 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council accept tenders from the following businesses for E08007 Request for 

Standing Offers: Casual Plant Hire Walgett Shire NSW – 
 
• Chistopher Underwood 
• JR Weate Pty Ltd 
• Ken Sherar Contracting Pty Ltd 
• Sherrin Rentals Pty ltd 
• Doncorp 
• PR & JA Cochrane 
• Bows Sand & Gravel 
• Wax Grading 
• J&J Fielding 
• Ausroad Systems Pty Ltd 
• Scott Stewart Earthmoving 
• JWF & Y Muller 
• MJ & GD Barton Transport 
• RGT Cochrane 
• Wintergreen Investments Pty Ltd 
• Fred Walford 
• Coates Hire Operations Pty Ltd 
• Conplant 
• Hunter's Agricultural Services 
• GR & MA Freeman 
• AE & NE Dewson 
• McKrob Holdings Pty Ltd 
• Josh Brett Contracting Services 
• Ridgerock Earthmoving 
• Billy T's Tippers 
• MAAS Contracting 
• Rollers Australia 
• Batterline Earthmoving 
• PG & ME Stewart 
• Robert Rubie 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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31. DECEMBER 2009 FLOOD DAMAGE GRANT 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor – Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/46 

 
 
Summary: 
 
Council sustained damage to road infrastructure as a result of the December 2009 Flood Event.  
This report provides council with the final assessment of the claim under the natural disaster 
arrangements. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council sustained damage to road infrastructure as a result of the December 2009 Flood Event.  
The event was declared a natural disaster in Walgett Shire. 
 
As a declared natural disaster, funding provisions outlined in the Natural Disaster Arrangements 
assist council in rectifying the damage.  Emergency Works (to open roads to traffic), State and 
Regional roads are funded at 100% of the assessed cost.  Local roads are funded at 75% for the 
first $116,000 and 100% thereafter.  This means that Council must contribute $29,000 from its 
own funds to the assessed cost of repairs in any one year. 
 
The natural disaster grant for the December 2009 event is confirmed as follows: 
 

• $1,163,170 for Regional Roads; and 
• $607,704 for Local Roads. (Including Council’s contribution of $29,000) 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
RTA Letter 31 May 2010 and associated Project Schedules 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Road users in Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council’s contribution to the repair costs will be deducted from general maintenance allocation for 
Shire Roads. 
 
The grant is paid monthly against certified expenditure and must be completed by 31 March 2011. 
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 December 2009 Flood Damage Grant 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1.  That Council note the natural disasters grant for road flood damage restoration for the 

December 2009 Flood Event. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Schedule of Works 
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