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16th April 2009 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
in the Collarenebri Bowling Club commencing at 10.00am. 
 
Note that an inspection of the ‘Denyer’ site, opposite the Bowling Club and which is being 
purchased by Council, will take place at 9.40am. 
 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett 
Shire and I would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 

8. Reserve Trust Management Reports  

1. Future Management Arrangements and Related matters - Lightning Ridge 
Caravan Park ........................................................................................................ 28 
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9. Mayoral Minutes 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given    (page 28) 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice    (Page 29) 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives  

2. Minutes of Collarenebri Community Working Party meeting ......................... 34 
3. Walgett Local Area Traffic Committee........................................................... 38 
4. Namoi - Peel Customer Service Committee.................................................. 42 

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER 

5. Shires Association of NSW – Annual Conference......................................... 42 
6. Minutes of the Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee...................................... 42 
7. Rowena Precinct Committee Minutes ........................................................... 42 
8. A Council Newsletter to Residents ................................................................ 42 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

9. Investment Report as at 31 march 2009 ....................................................... 42 
10. Quarterly budget review as at 31st March 2009............................................. 42 
11. Rates category changes ............................................................................... 42 
11.a. Fees and Charges 2009/2010....................................................................... 42 
12. Housing Report ............................................................................................. 42 
13. Lightning Ridge Library ................................................................................. 42 
14. Walgett District Historical Society Inc............................................................ 42 
15. Walgett Main Street Beautification Project .................................................... 42 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

16. Local Approvals Policy .................................................................................. 42 
17. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications............. 42 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES  

18. The future of Walgett Medical Centre Building.............................................. 42 

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

19. Council Procedures For the Purchase of Light Vehicles ............................... 42 
20. Tenders - Plant Hire ...................................................................................... 42 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 April 2009   Page 4 of 148 

16. Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

1. Future Management Arrangements and Related Matters –  
Lightning Ridge Caravan Park 

2. Tender T024/2009 – Northern Inland Regional Waste and  
Netwaste Regional Tender for Collection and Disposal of Used Motor Oil 

19. Close of Meeting 
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6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 
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Recommendation: 
 
 1. That the minutes of the Council Meeting held 24 March 2009 be confirmed. 
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

1. FUTURE MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS AND RELATED 
MATTERS - LIGHTNING RIDGE CARAVAN PARK 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   280/05/02/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Lightning Ridge Caravan Park is located on a Crown Reserve in respect of which Council is 
the Reserve Trust Manager. There are a raft of unresolved issues associated with the Park. As 
the current lease for the Caravan Park will expire on the 4th October 2009, it is necessary that 
Council provide clear direction in respect of a number of key questions regarding future 
management of the Park and Council's involvement in same. 
 
Note that the public will be excluded from the Council Meeting during consideration of this item 
pursuant to Section 10A (2) (c) (information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the council is conducting - or proposes to conduct - business) 
and (g) (advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from production 
in legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege) of the Local Government Act 
1993.  

9. Mayoral Minutes 

Nil 
 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

 
Councillor Greenaway 

1. That Council determine both the price to be placed on Council property that is to be sold 
and how property is to be sold. 

 
2. That Council determine which occupants of which positions will be offered occupancy of 

the new dwellings being built by Council. 
 
Councillor Murray 

1. That water restrictions for the Shire be lifted from the 1st May 2009. 
 

2. That the Council writes to the Insurance Council of Australia and the bankers association 
regarding the Storm damage caused during Nov/Dec 2008, January 2009 and 16th – 18th 
February 2009 ( declared a disaster area). Due to the fact that the assessors and 
Insurance companies have been very slow in assessing and processing claims. 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

Nil 
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12. Councillors Questions with Notice 

Councillor Greenaway 
 
Question 1. 
Please advise councillors of how the new position of Admin Services Officer was advertised, how 
many applicants applied and who was on the selection panel? 
 
Response from Director, Corporate and Community Services: 
There were 5 applicants for the position. HR Consultant, Director Corporate and Community 
Services and Manager Community Development and Tourism were the interview panel. 
Advertising occurred in regional papers delivered throughout the Shire and BEST employment 
Walgett and LR. For future reference of all Councillors the following applies for the advertising of 
vacant permanent part time and full time positions. Positions are advertised in: 
  
Local papers and/or with BEST employment Walgett and Lightning Ridge always; with a 
combination of Regional papers; and/or On LG Jobs website and in a combination of internet sites 
(industry related) and Sydney papers for positions where skills are scarce or difficult to attract to 
Walgett. 
  
These are requirements of the Local Government Act 1993 (s348-s350) and therefore are not 
varied. 
 
Question 2. 
Who is the staff member responsible for sourcing grant funding? 
 
Response from Director, Corporate and Community Services: 
There is an expectation that senior staff will source funds for some projects. However, the 
Administrative Services Officer (ASO) requirements are such that she will develop (and currently 
is) a data base of potential funding sources which will be maintained by her in consultation with 
Director Corporate and Community Services. If a project is identified but not budgeted for, 
potential funding sources will be researched by ASO, applications started ie administrative 
information only and staff who identified the project will complete the details.  
 
Councillor Murray 
 
Question 1. 
What is the Council’s policy regarding passengers travelling in Council vehicles? Is there one? 
And if so, when was it passed by Council? 
 
Response from Director, Rural Infrastructure and Support Services: 
The policy is that unless the driver has a private use arrangement, only work related passengers 
may travel in a council vehicle. Exceptions to this would be granted by the General Manager and 
are only likely to be for purely compassionate reasons.  
 
Council does not have any vehicles approved for the transport of passengers for reward. 
 
Contractors have tendered their prices on the basis that they will provide their own transport to 
site. Only one-off commissions may make provision for contractors to use Council Vehicles and 
these arrangements would be documented in the agreements engaging such contractors.  
 
To the extend that there is a policy, it is covered under AFM – Motor Vehicle Policy. This was 
recently noted by Council as its November 08 meeting. 
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Council’s Code of Conduct should also be considered.  
 
Question 2. 
What is the Council’s policy regarding the upkeep and maintenance of Gardens and lawn around 
Council Houses? This also includes Parks, Aerodromes, Sports Ovals and Cemeteries (Hospitals 
and School Footpaths) 
 
Response from Director, Urban Infrastructure Services: 
Council indeed has existing policies around but not in ‘engineering operational’ sense. Some rules 
and compliance are translated into ‘procedures’ and unfortunately, not complete as at this stage.  
 
It is a normal practice that ‘Levels of Service’ are identified, collated and bundled into specific 
specifications. These specifications then are translated into the Asset Management Plan or 
Strategy.  
 
Urban Infrastructure Services is currently in the process of summarizing its operations based on 
customary requirements (Refer to attached Carinda Various Activities).  These customary 
requirements should be analysed in accordance with the necessary Level of Service required for 
each defined activity. Migrating the data obtained into financial planning will become more accurate 
and it is expected that in coming years, operational costs for each activity be truly reflected in the 
Management Plan. 
 



              
 
 

  URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
ANALYSIS OF MAINTENANCE WORKS IN PREPARATION TO ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANNING 

  LEVEL OF SERVICE REQUIREMENTS   

  for  

  CARINDA VILLAGE  

              

DAYS OF WORK 

SUMMER    WINTER 
COST OF LABOUR 

CODE  ACTIVITY 

Mon Wed Fri Annual Mon Wed Fri Annual 
TOTAL 
HOURS 

Rate per 
Hour 

Total Cost 
perYear 

REMARKS 

1 Pool                         

1.1 
Maintenance (Vacumming and 
Cleaning) 2.5 3 2.5           208  $37.82   $7,866.56  

No. of hrs x 52/2 weeks 
= 208 hrs. (summer only) 

1.2 Lawn Mowing 1 1     1       130  $37.82   $ 4,916.60  

No. of hrs x 52 weeks = 
104 hrs. (summer);             
No. of hrs. x 52/2 weeks 
= 26 (winter)                       
Total = 130 hrs. 

1.3 Building Maintenance         2 2 2   156  $37.82   $ 5,899.92  
No. of hrs x 52/2 weeks 
= 156 hrs. (winter only) 

1.4 Pre-season pool service               76 76  $169.20   $12,859.20    

2 Town Hall                         

2.1 
Maintenance and Toilets 
Cleaning     0.5       0.5   52  $37.82   $1,966.64    

2.2 Lawn Mowing   1 1   1 1     104  $37.82   $3,933.28    

3 Sports Grounds                         

3.1 
Building  and Toilet 
Maintenance 0.5   0.5   0.5 2 1   91  $37.82   $3,441.62    

3.2 Contract Slasher               24 24  $80.00   $1,920.00    

3.3. Grounds Maintenance   1       1     52  $37.82   $1,966.64    

4 Cemetery                          

4.1 Grounds maintenance               12 24  $80.00   $1,920.00    
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5 Water mains                         

5.1 Flushing of mains 3       3       156  $37.82   $5,899.92  
Flushing done during 
other work 

6 Bin Clearing 1   0.5   0.5   0.5   65  $37.82   $2,458.30    

7 Parks and Gardens 1   0.5     2 1   117  $37.82   $4,424.94    

8 Race Course                         

8.1 Contract Slasher               20 20  $80.00   $1,600.00    

8.2 
Grounds and Building 
Maintenance               12 12  $37.82   $453.84    

9 Street Mowing   2     1       78  $ 37.82   $2,949.96    

10 Kerb and Gutter Cleaning 0.5   1       1   65  $37.82   $2,458.30    

11 Waste Depot               10 10  $80.00   $800.00    

11.1 Waste Collection     4       4   208  $65.00   $13,520.00    

12 Plant and Resources                         

12.1 Utility 6 6 4.5   4.5       558  $11.00   $6,138.00    

12.2 Mower 1 4 1   3       240  $32.00   $7,680.00    

12.3 Small Plant 1.5 2     2       155  $6.00   $930.00    

12.4 Water Truck               76 76  $26.00   $1,976.00    

13 Engineering Administration                         

13.1 Water & Sewer Team Leader               52 52  $54.36   $2,826.72    

13.2 Water & Sewer Team               52 52  $88.84   $4,619.68    

13.3 Engineer Visits               12 12  $110.00   $1,320.00    

13.4 Technical Officer Visits               26 26  $75.00   $1,950.00    

Total 
 $    

108,696.12  

ESTIMATED COSTS 
ONLY. NEEDS 
VERIFICATION TO 
ACHIEVE DESIRED 
LEVEL OF SERVICE 
REQUIREMENTS. 
DETAILS OF OTHER 
MATERIALS, IE., 
MINOR SUBSTANCES 
LIKE POWDERS, 
CLEANSING POOLS 
AND ELECTRICITY 
BILLS ARE NOT YET 
IDENTIFIED IN THIS 
ANALYSIS. 
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Question 3. 
The Dog Catcher – How often does he work in Walgett? 
 
Response from Director Planning & Regulatory Services: 
The Regulatory Officer generally works 4 days per week in Walgett. The officer is also on-call for 
any emergency situations where there is a significant risk to the safety of people or animals. 
 
Question 4. 
Health Inspector – Does he do regular checks in the grocery stores/supermarkets in Walgett? 
 
Response from Director Planning & Regulatory Services: 
The NSW Food Authority is the regulatory authority for food premises. Walgett Shire Council 
participates in the ‘Food Regulation Partnership’ whereby Council has committeed to undertake 
two inspections per year of Class A (high Risk) premises such as supermarkets. Skilled staff 
shortages have resulted in a situation where there has generally been one inspection per year of 
grocery stores/supermarkets. 
 
The inspections are predominantly undertaken by Council’s Senior Health and Building Surveyor, 
with support from a consultant Health and Building Surveyor where necessary. It is significant to 
note that potential employees with Tertiary qualifications in building surveying and environmental 
health are presently virtually non-existent in the current employment market. This appears to be 
the result of increased specialisation of both Tertiary courses and the positions being offered by 
the majority of Councils. Specialisation is likely to be exacerbated by the imminent mandatory 
accreditation of Council building certifiers (surveyors) by the NSW Building Professional Board. In 
the future, Council may be forced to consider withdrawing from the Food Regulation Partnership if 
it can’t maintain adequate levels of dual qualified staff. 
 
Councillor Smith 
 
Question 1. 
Will there be any further monies remaining following the development of the Skate Park and 
Primitive Camping Ground at Collarenebri to purchase playground equipment to be part of the 
Skate Park? 
 
Response from Director, Corporate & Community Services 
No 
 
Question 2. 
What are the costs and revenues associated with the Vacation Care Program at Collarenebri? 
 
Response from Director, Corporate & Community Services 
The Director, Corporate and Community Services advises that a response will be tabled at the 
Council meeting 
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13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

 

2. MINUTES OF COLLARENEBRI COMMUNITY WORKING PARTY 
MEETING 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   135/02/01/03 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of bodies on which Council is represented are presented to Council for consideration. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Collarenebri Community Working party held on 18th March 
2009 are attached. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Aboriginal Community of Collarenebri  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That the Minutes of the meeting of the Collarenebri Community Working Party 

held 18th March 2008 be noted.  
 

 
 
Attachments 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Working party held 23rd March 2009. 
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3. WALGETT LOCAL AREA TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   145/04/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council note and adopts the recommendations of the recent 
meeting of the Local Area Traffic Committee. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The draft minutes of the recent meeting of the Local Area Traffic Committee on 19 March 2009 
are attached for consideration.  Subject to the confirmation of these minutes by NSW Police, who 
were unable to attend the meeting, the recommendations of these minutes may be noted and 
adopted by Council. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Minutes of the LATM meeting of 19 March 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Road Users in Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Recommended works will be completed subject to available funding allocations. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That Council note and adopts the recommendations of the meeting of the Local 

Area Traffic Committee on 19 March 2009. 

 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes of the LATM meeting of 19 March 2009 
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4. NAMOI - PEEL CUSTOMER SERVICE COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde - Director of Urban Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   135/02/01/03 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council note and accepts the Minutes of Meeting (tabled under 
separate Cover) held at Gunnedah Services & Bowling Club, Gunnedah. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The minutes of the 18 February 2009 meeting of the Namoi - Peel Service Committee are 
attached for contemplation.  
 
Relevant Documents: 
 
Minutes of the Naomi - Peel Service Committee Meeting (18 February 2009) 
Gunidgera Creek Project Report (February 2009) 
State Water Presentation Paper (18 February 2009) 
Report on 2007/08 IPART Reporting Requirements (18 December 2008) 
Valley Operating Report - VORO1 (June 2008) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Narrabri Shire Council 
Gunnedah Shire Council 
Statewater 
Department of Water Energy 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
None  
 

Recommendations: 
 
That Council note and accepts the Minutes of the Meeting on 18 February 2009. 
 

 
Attachments 
 
Namoi – Peel Service Committee Minutes tabled under separate cover 
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14. Reservation of items for Debate 

 

15. Reports of Officers 

 

5.  SHIRES ASSOCIATION OF NSW – ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   295/01/09/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Annual Conference of the Association will be held in Sydney at the Wentworth Hotel from 
the evening of Monday 1st June until Wednesday 3rd June inclusive. It is necessary that Council 
resolve attendance at the April Council Meeting to enable registration and accommodation 
arrangements to be finalised.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Draft Conference Program is attached. The conference involves the election of Officer 
Bearers (President, Executive and Vice Presidents), presentations by representatives of the 
State Government and Federal Government, and consideration of Motions from the Divisions. 
 
Council’s ‘Payment of Expenses Policy’ provides as follows: 
 
“All councillors are entitled to attend the Annual Conference of the NSW Shires Association and 
the Annual C Division Conference of the Association’ 
 
“Where partners accompany Councillors interstate or to seminars, conferences and the like, the 
Councillor will be personally responsible for all additional costs associated with their partner’s 
attendance including travel, accommodation, meals, partner tours, etc. The exception is the 
Annual NSW Shire’s Association Conference where Council will cover the cost of registration 
and attendance at the official conference dinner of the partner”. 
 
The Mayor and General Manager will be attending the Conference. As provided for in the policy, 
all Councillors and their partners are entitled to attend and it is considered that it would be 
particularly appropriate for first time Councillors to attend to gain further insight into how the 
Local Government Industry in NSW operates.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Cost per attendee will be approximately $1,200 (Registration fee is $607, accommodation will 
be in the order of $540 for three nights, partner attendance at Congress Dinner is $88) 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That, in addition to the Mayor and General Manager, the attendance of the 

following Councillors at the Annual Conference of the Shires Association of 
NSW be approved: 

 

 
 
Attachments 
 
Draft Program for the Annual Conference of the LGSA Of NSW 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 April 2009   Page 49 of 148 

 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 April 2009   Page 50 of 148 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 April 2009   Page 51 of 148 

6. MINUTES OF THE LIGHTNING RIDGE PRECINCT COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/09/92 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of external bodies whose activities are of relevance to Council operations are presented 
to Council for consideration. The Minutes of the first meeting of the Lightning Ridge Precinct 
Committee are attached. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The inaugural meeting of the committee was held on 23rd March 2009. The Mayor and General 
Manager attended the meeting and conducted elections for office holders.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Lightning Ridge residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That the Minutes of the meeting of the Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee 

held 23rd March 2009 be noted.   
 

 
Attachments 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Precinct Committee held 23rd March 2009. 
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Ray wasn’t sure if this was part of their minutes or it was all just sent into together as one.  
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7. ROWENA PRECINCT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/09/92 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of bodies whose activities are relevant to the operations of Council are placed before 
Council for consideration. Attached are the Minutes of the meeting of the Rowena Precinct 
Committee which was held 1st April 2009. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Minutes raise a variety of issues, and contain a number of requests, which require a 
response. The responsible Directors will provide written responses with copies provided to 
Councillors for information. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Residents of Rowena and surrounding areas 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That the Minutes be noted and that the responsible Directors respond in 

writing to matters raised with copies of responses forwarded to Councillors for 
information.  

 

 
 
Attachments 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Rowena Precinct Committee held 1st April 2009. 
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8. A COUNCIL NEWSLETTER TO RESIDENTS  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/04/07/01 

 

 
Summary: 
 
One important element of sound Governance in the Local Government environment is effective 
communication and information flow between a Council and its residents. In many Council 
areas, the main vehicle for communication is in fact a local newspaper (free or otherwise) 
circulating within the whole of the Local Government Area. In areas which have the benefit of  
such a newspaper, Council news and business often accounts for a substantial part of a paper's 
copy and invariably a journalist from such a  Paper would attend each Council meeting. Walgett 
Shire is not served by such a newspaper and it is considered necessary that Council implement 
a complementary means for communicating with residents.   
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
In Walgett there are two local papers which are produced weekly - the Ridge News ($1.40 and 
in colour) and the Spectator ($1.20 and in black and white). The two papers focus almost 
exclusively on matters related to Lightning Ridge and Walgett respectively. Neither paper 
normally sends a representative to Council meetings. The main coverage of Council business is 
found in a Council column which is published in both papers fortnightly. The column costs  
Council $295.56 in the Ridge News and $265.00 in the Spectator ie approximately $15,000 per 
annum. Council also advertises vacant positions in each paper with the cost for a standard 
advertisement being $155.63  in The Ridge News and $211.00 in the Spectator. Council also 
has a paid arrangement with 2WEB ($4,000 per annum) whereby they broadcast public 
announcements on behalf of Council and conduct regular interviews with the Mayor and 
General Manager. Council also communicates with residents by distributing Council Agendas 
and documents on public display to community groups, including Precinct Committees, and the 
media. Council also conducts public meetings on major issues. 
 
It is suggested  that Council could significantly improve the nature and extent of communication 
with residents by producing, and distributing to each household, a Council Newsletter on at least 
three occasions each year. The recommended timing for production of the Newsletter would be: 
 
March - apart from news on regular Council business, Mayoral column, notices, job 
advertisements and the like, this edition would have a particular focus on forthcoming Budget 
formulation deliberations including publicising public meetings, submission deadlines and 
related matters. 
 
July - apart from regular matters this edition would focus on the adopted budget, rating and work 
programs for the coming Financial Year. 
 
November - this edition would provide a wrap up on the year plus address matters related to 
Council close down over Festive Season, Australia Day celebrations and calls for nominations 
for Australia Day Awards and the like. 
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The format for the publication would be two A3 sheets folded to produce eight A4 pages of 
copy. The cost for the printing of 3000 copies in full colour would be $1,957 ( $5,871 for three 
editions). In black and white the cost of 3000 copies would be $902 ( $2,706 for three editions). 
The quotations have been provided by Gosford Council Printing Service. The Australia Post 
cost for delivering the publication to each household in the Shire would be $500 per edition, that 
is, $1,500 per annum. This would include PO Box and roadside delivery for Walgett and 
Lightning Ridge and PO Box delivery for Collarenebri, Burren Junction, Carinda and Rowena 
 
It is considered that Council should consider including  $ 8,000 in the Draft Budget for 2009/10 
for producing and distributing three editions of a full colour, eight A4 page newsletter to each 
household within the Shire.    
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Annual cost of $ 8,000 
 

Recommendation: 
 
 1. That the proposal for a newsletter, as proposed in this report, be included in 

the schedule of new expenditure proposals to be prioritised for funding by 
Councillors in the forthcoming budget formulation deliberations.  

 

 
Attachments: Nil 
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9. INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 MARCH 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   180/02/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of March 2009.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Investment summary as at 31 March 2009 as follows 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the investment report as at 31 March 2009 be received. 
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10. QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31ST MARCH 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Myrene Lovegrove - Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   180/03/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report presents to Council the quarterly budget review for the period ending 31st 
March 2009  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The quarterly review is a statutory requirement under the Local Government (General) 
Regulations 2005, Part 9, Division 3, Section 203 and is an essential aspect of Council's 
financial management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted to council not later than 
two months after the end of each quarter. 
 
At the Council meeting on 17 June 2008, Council adopted the 2008/2009- 2012/2013 
Management Plan, which incorporated the 2008/2009 budget. 
 
The adopted budget provides for an operating surplus of $130,318 and a capital deficit of 
$15,402,948. The October 2008 and February 2009 Council meetings adopted variations to the 
original budget resulting in an operating surplus of $782,509.00 and a capital deficit of 
$14,859,680.00 
 
Operating revenue and expenditure relates to supply of services, maintenance and repairs. 
Capital revenue and expenditure relates to additions and improvements to assets.  
 
If the following variations are adopted the budget result will be an operating surplus of 
$1,011,759.00 and a capital deficit of $14,029,680.00. 
 
Items with an “*” denote discrete expenditure not committed nor commenced within the current 
financial year and require re-voting by Council if to be included in the 2009/10 Budget. 
 
GENERAL FUND 
 
Increase in operating expenditure/ Decrease in operating revenue: 
 

• Proposed business awards revenue of $4,000.00 will not be received this year. 
• Council’s portion of pensioner ordinary rate rebate was $14,000.00 higher than original 

budget. 
• Legal expenses associated with rates recovery has increased by $25,000.00. 
• An amount of $15,000.00 will be required to fund Council’s organisational review for 

consultancy expenses. 
• Grants of $6,250.00 for an aboriginal heritage study and $6,000.00 for a preserved opal 

fields study will not be received this financial year. 
• Lightning Ridge Youth Centre has increased attendance increasing costs for this 

financial year by $10,000.00. 
• Collarenebri Youth Centre has increased attendance increasing costs for this financial 

year by $10,000.00. 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 April 2009   Page 64 of 148 

• After finalisation, Family Day Care grant income was $14,000.00 less than the original 
budget. 

 
Decrease in operating expenditure/ Increase in operating revenue: 

• Additional employment subsidies revenue of $17,000.00 has been received. 
• Additional revenue of $12,000.00 has been received from Statecover as a result of 

positive safety audits. 
• *Proposed traineeship programs of $50,000.00 will not commence this year. * 
• *Proposed business awards expenditure of $4,000.00 will not occur this year* 
• Additional pensioner rate subsidy income of $6,000.00 has been received. 
• Legal income associated with rates recovery has increased by $25,000.00. 
• Additional interest on investments of $150,000 is anticipated this financial year. 
• *$12,500.00 allocated for an aboriginal heritage study will not proceed this financial 

year.* 
• *$12,000.00 allocated for a preserved opal fields heritage study will not proceed this 

financial year.* 
• *$18,000.00 allocated for aerial photography will not proceed this financial year.* 
• After finalisation, Family Day Care payment to carers was $7,000.00 less than original 

budget. 
 
Increase in capital expenditure/ Decrease in capital revenue: 

• The grant of $1,090,000.00 for the Dementia Day Care Centre at Lightning Ridge is not 
expected to be received this financial year. 

• Council’s contribution to the closed circuit security cameras will be an additional 
$35,000.00 due to cost increases, should the grant application be successful. 

• The Regional Infrastructure programs expenditure of $492,000.00 will be expended as 
per approved Minute to the Mayor dated 24th January 2009. 

 
Decrease in capital expenditure/ Increase in capital revenue: 

• The Dementia Day Care Centre at Lightning Ridge will not proceed this financial year at 
a cost of $1,090,000.00. 

• *$25,000.00 allocated to kerb replacement will not be completed this financial year.* 
• The Regional Infrastructure Grant of $492,000.00 will be received shortly. 

 
WATER FUND 
Decrease in operating expenditure/ Increase in operating revenue: 

• $20,000.00 for water meter reading in Walgett will not be required this year. 
 
Decrease in capital expenditure/ Increase in capital revenue: 

• *Water meter installation in Walgett will not progress this financial year with a saving of 
$100,000.00* 

• *Water mains replacement in Walgett will not progress this financial year with a saving of 
$70,000.00* 

• *Water treatment plant capital works in Walgett will not progress this financial year with a 
saving of $20,000.00* 

• *Water metered standpipe replacement program in Walgett will not progress this 
financial year with a saving of $60,000.00* 

• *Water meter installation in Collarenebri will not progress this financial year with a saving 
of $100,000.00* 

• *Water meter and hydrant replacement programs in Collarenebri will not progress this 
financial year with a saving of $10,000.00* 
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Increase in capital expenditure/ Decrease in capital revenue: 
• Capital upgrade on the Walgett pump station required $40,000.00 
 

SEWER FUND 
Nil material variances to report 
 
DOMESTIC WASTE FUND 
 
Decrease in capital expenditure/ Increase in capital revenue: 
 

• *The $200,000.00 Lightning Ridge land fill capital project will not be completed this year* 
 
All other areas of income and expenditure are at expected levels for the second quarter of the 
year.  
 
The financial position of the council as at 31 March 2009 is satisfactory, having regard to the 
original estimate of income and expenditure.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 March 2009 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008/2009 - 2012/2013 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Additional operating revenue of $165,750.00 and reduced operating expenditure of $63,500.00 
will result in a budgeted operating surplus of $1,011,759.00. A decrease in capital revenue of 
$598,000.00 and a decrease in capital expenditure of $1,428,000.00 will result in a budgeted 
capital deficit of $14,029,680.00 
 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That Council note the quarterly budget review for the period to 31 March 2009 

and adopt the attached changes. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Quarterly Budget Review 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 March 
2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: All Division Summary         

RESPONSIBILITY: General Manager - Ray Kent         

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

 Members and Executive  5,000 5,000 0 0 5,000 

Corporate & Community Services 7,390,789 7,541,789 6,942,116 178,000 7,719,789 

Planning & Regulatory Services 187,022 187,022 102,530 (12,250) 174,772 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 11,501,348 15,128,645 11,330,867 0 15,128,645 

Urban Infrastructure Services 5,015,389 5,025,056 4,371,681 0 5,025,056 

TOTAL 24,099,548 27,887,512 22,747,194 165,750 28,053,262 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

 Members and Executive  377,484 406,484 316,088 15,000 421,484 

Corporate & Community Services 2,137,462 2,102,578 1,435,437 (16,000) 2,086,578 

Planning & Regulatory Services 1,128,713 1,252,713 813,979 (42,500) 1,210,213 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 12,651,499 15,719,156 10,698,816 0 15,719,156 

Urban Infrastructure Services 7,674,072 7,624,072 5,118,382 (20,000) 7,604,072 

TOTAL 23,969,230 27,105,003 18,382,702 (63,500) 27,041,503 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 130,318 782,509 4,364,492 229,250 1,011,759 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
March 2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: All Division Summary         

RESPONSIBILITY: General Manager - Ray Kent         

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

 Members and Executive  0 0 0 0 0 

Corporate & Community Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Planning & Regulatory Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 0 1,440,000 1,340,000 0 1,440,000 

Urban Infrastructure Services 1,090,000 1,090,000 0 (598,000) 492,000 

TOTAL 1,090,000 2,530,000 1,340,000 (598,000) 1,932,000 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

 Members and Executive  0 0 0 0 0 

Corporate & Community Services 26,666 26,666 5,330 0 26,666 

Planning & Regulatory Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 10,879,200 11,812,200 5,511,714 0 11,812,200 

Urban Infrastructure Services 5,587,082 5,550,814 1,588,381 (1,428,000) 4,122,814 

TOTAL 16,492,948 17,389,680 7,105,425 (1,428,000) 15,961,680 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (15,402,948) (14,005,948) (5,765,425) 830,000 (14,029,680) 

            

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (15,272,630) (14,082,722) (1,400,933) 1,059,250 (13,017,921) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
March 2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Members and Executive         

RESPONSIBILITY: 
Council and General Manager - 
Ray Kent         

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Members and Civic 5,000 5,000 0 0 5,000 

TOTAL 5,000 5,000 0 0 5,000 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Members and Civic Donations 377,484 406,484 316,088 15,000 421,484 

TOTAL 377,484 391,484 316,088 15,000 421,484 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (372,484) (386,484) (316,088) (15,000) (416,484) 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

Members and Civic 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Members and Civic 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 0 0 0 0 0 

            

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (372,484) (386,484) (316,088) (15,000) (416,484) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
March 2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: 
Corporate and Community 
Services         

RESPONSIBILITY: 

Director of Corporate and 
Community Services - Carole 
Medcalf         

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Community Services 275,679 275,679 206,740 (14,000) 261,679 

Corporate Management 12,000 25,000 54,923 29,000 54,000 

Financial Management 61,500 71,500 65,405 25,000 96,500 

Interest Received 460,000 600,000 654,092 150,000 750,000 

Rates -Ordinary 4,002,379 4,002,379 3,921,250 0 4,002,379 

Tourism 23,000 11,000 6,781 (4,000) 7,000 

Untied Grants 2,556,231 2,556,231 2,032,925 (8,000) 2,548,231 

TOTAL 7,390,789 7,541,789 6,942,116 178,000 7,719,789 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Community Services 1,149,366 1,149,366 768,571 13,000 1,162,366 

Corporate Management 522,785 487,901 396,937 (25,000) 462,901 

Financial Management 58,960 58,960 45,735 0 58,960 

Interest Received 0 0     0 

Rates -Ordinary 0 0     0 

Tourism 406,351 406,351 224,194 (4,000) 402,351 

Untied Grants 0 0 0   0 

TOTAL 2,137,462 2,102,578 1,435,437 (16,000) 2,086,578 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/DEFICIT 5,253,327 5,394,327 5,506,679 194,000 5,633,211 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
March 2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: 
Corporate and Community 
Services         

RESPONSIBILITY: 

Director of Corporate and 
Community Services - Carole 
Medcalf         

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

Community Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Corporate Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Financial Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Insurance-General 0 0 0 0 0 

Interest Paid 0 0 0 0 0 

Rates -Ordinary 0 0 0 0 0 

Tourism 0 0 0 0 0 

Untied Grants 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Community Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Corporate Management 20,000 20,000 5,330 0 20,000 

Financial Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Insurance-General 0 0 0 0 0 

Interest Received 0 0 0 0 0 

Tourism 6,666 6,666 0 0 6,666 

Rates -Ordinary 0 0 0 0 0 

Untied Grants 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 26,666 26,666 5,330 0 26,666 
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NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (26,666) (26,666) (5,330) 0 (26,666) 

            

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 5,226,661 5,367,661 5,501,349 194,000 5,606,545 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
March 2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Planning & Regulations         

RESPONSIBILITY: 

Director of Planning & 
Regulatory Services - Matthew 
Goodwin         

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Community Programs 23,328 23,328 3,653 0 23,328 

Development Management & Support 161,510 161,510 97,941 (12,250) 149,260 

Environmental Programs 2,184 2,184 936 0 2,184 

TOTAL 187,022 187,022 102,530 (12,250) 174,772 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Community Programs 133,814 133,814 82,485 0 133,814 

Development Management & Support 912,279 942,279 566,316 (42,500) 899,779 

Environmental Programs 82,620 176,620 165,178   176,620 

TOTAL 1,128,713 1,252,713 813,979 (42,500) 1,210,213 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (941,691) (981,691) (711,449) 30,250 (1,035,441) 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

Community Programs 0 0 0 0 0 

Development Management & Support 0 0 0 0 0 

Environmental Programs 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Community Programs 0 0 0 0 0 

Development Management & Support 0 0 0 0 0 
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Environmental Programs 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 0 0 0 0 0 

            

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (941,691) (981,691) (711,449) 30,250 (1,035,441) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
March 2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: 
Rural Infrastructure and 
Support Services         

RESPONSIBILITY: 
Director of Rural and Support 
Services -Ian Taylor         

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Emergency Services 25,000 25,000 0 0 25,000 

Engineering Management 2,289,180 2,289,180 1,449,338 0 2,289,180 

Plant Operations 2,453,460 2,453,460 1,798,742 0 2,453,460 

Roads & Bridges 6,733,708 10,361,005 8,082,787 0 10,361,005 

TOTAL 11,501,348 15,128,645 11,330,867 0 15,128,645 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Emergency Services 299,320 305,588 238,455 0 305,588 

Engineering Management 2,288,556 2,288,556 1,856,207 0 2,288,556 

Plant operations 1,881,155 1,881,155 1,672,464 0 1,881,155 

Roads & Bridges 8,182,468 11,243,857 6,931,690 0 11,243,857 

TOTAL 12,651,499 15,719,156 10,698,816 0 15,719,156 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (1,150,151) (1,444,243) 632,051 0 (590,511) 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

Roads & Bridges 0 1,440,000 1,340,000 0 1,440,000 

TOTAL 0 1,440,000 1,340,000 0 1,440,000 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Emergency Services 0 30,000 30,000 0 30,000 

Plant, Equipment, Motor Vehicle Purchase 1,440,000 1,440,000 406,403 0 1,440,000 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 April 2009   Page 75 of 148 

Roads & Bridges 9,439,200 10,342,200 5,075,311 0 10,342,200 

TOTAL 10,879,200 11,812,200 5,511,714 0 11,812,200 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (10,879,200) (9,482,200) (4,171,714) 0 (10,372,200) 

            

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (12,029,351) (10,926,443) (3,539,663) 0 (10,962,711) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
March 2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Urban Infrastructure Services         

RESPONSIBILITY: 

Director of Urban 
Infrastructure Services -
Siegfredo Coralde         

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Engineering Management 1,639,027 1,639,027 1,339,869 0 1,639,027 

Recreation & Community Assets 186,840 246,507 253,413 0 246,507 

Properties 330,973 330,973 172,189 0 330,973 

Domestic Waste Management 897,907 847,907 823,932 0 847,907 

Water Supplies 1,305,910 1,305,910 1,145,651 0 1,305,910 

Sewerage Supplies 654,732 654,732 636,627 0 654,732 

TOTAL 5,015,389 5,025,056 4,371,681 0 5,025,056 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Engineering Management 1,638,404 1,638,404 1,031,780 0 1,638,404 

Recreation & Community Assets 2,374,679 2,374,679 1,392,012 0 2,374,679 

Properties 808,054 808,054 692,090 0 808,054 

Domestic Waste Management 897,078 847,078 579,815 0 847,078 

Water Supplies 1,302,402 1,302,402 1,021,284 (20,000) 1,282,402 

Sewerage Supplies 653,455 653,455 401,401 0 653,455 

TOTAL 7,674,072 7,624,072 5,118,382 (20,000) 7,604,072 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (2,658,683) (2,658,683) (746,701) 20,000 (2,579,016) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 31 
March 2009         

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Urban Infrastructure Services         

RESPONSIBILITY: 

Director of Urban 
Infrastructure Services -
Siegfredo Coralde         

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget Budget 02/08 Income/Costs Changes Budget 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

Engineering Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Recreation & Community Assets   0 0 492,000 492,000 

Properties 1,090,000 1,090,000 0 (1,090,000) 0 

Domestic Waste Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Water Supplies 0 0 0 0 0 

Sewerage Supplies 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 1,090,000 1,090,000 0 (598,000) 492,000 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Engineering Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Recreation & Community Assets 1,280,880 1,244,612 202,923 177,000 1,421,612 

Properties 3,333,042 3,333,042 1,339,955 (1,090,000) 2,243,042 

Domestic Waste Management 255,635 255,635 0 (200,000) 55,635 

Water Supplies 377,525 377,525 43,545 (315,000) 62,525 

Sewerage Supplies 340,000 340,000 1,958 0 340,000 

TOTAL 5,587,082 5,550,814 1,588,381 (1,428,000) 4,122,814 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (4,497,082) (4,497,082) (1,588,381) 830,000 (3,630,814) 

            

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (7,155,765) (7,155,765) (2,335,082) 850,000 (6,209,830) 
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11. RATES CATEGORY CHANGES  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf - Director 

FILE NUMBER:   180/09/14/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council exhibits proposals to : 
 

a. Change the name of a rating category 
b. Change the rating category of certain assessments 

 
These proposed changes will be publicly exhibited for a 28 day period in conjunction with the 
Management Plan. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Historically there have been a range of properties in the Shire, associated with opal mining, that 
have been categorised as Business - Mining. Some of those assessments no longer have 
operational mining being undertaken on them. In some instances the location of the assessment 
was sufficient to have them categorised in this way.  
 
As the categories have caused some confusion for the ratepayers concerned, as well as not 
being in accordance with requirements, it is advisable to change the categories to something 
that more closely reflects the assessment. Therefore, it is proposed that properties currently 
categorised as Business – Mining which are used solely for residential purposes will be 
categorised as Preserved Opal Fields Residential. Properties currently categorised as Business 
– Mining NOT used solely for residential purposes will be categorised as Preserved Opal Fields 
- Business. 
 
In addition, there are some assessment numbers that were to be re-examined following 
proposed re- categorisation last year. In line with the determinations of Council in the Growth 
Management Strategy, properties currently categorised as Farmland that are up to 40 hectares 
and predominately used for residential purposes are to be categorised as Other - Residential. 
Properties currently categorised as Farmland that are up to 40 hectares and not used for 
residential purposes to be categorised as Other - Business. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Council Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Changes in rate differential on some assessments 
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Recommendations:  
 
That Council publicly exhibit the following proposed changes: 
 
 1.  Business – Mining to be re-categorised into Preserved Opal Fields - Business - 

and Preserved Opal Fields - Residential in accordance with the use of the 
assessment. 

 
 2.  Properties currently categorised as Farmland that are up to 40 hectares and 

predominately used for residential purposes are to be categorised as Other – 
Residential and properties currently categorised as Farmland that are up to 40 
hectares and not used for residential purposes to be categorised as Other - 
Business. 

 

 
Attachments 
 
Nil 
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11.A. FEES AND CHARGES 2009/2010  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf - Director 

FILE NUMBER:   145/11/12/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council adopt the proposed 2009/2010 Rates and Charges in 
accordance with Section 535 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Section 532 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that Council must give public notice (in 
accordance with Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993) of its proposed Rates and 
Charges and that they must be included in Council’s draft Management Plan. 
 
The schedule for advertising Council’s draft Budget, Rates and Charges and Management Plan 
2009 requires the Plan to be advertised for public comment from 14 May 2009, with public 
submissions closing at 5.00 pm on 12 June 2009. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As per Draft Budget 2009/2010 and Draft Management Plan 
 

Recommendations:  
 
That Council resolves: 
 
 1.  To advertise the proposed  2009/2010 rates as per the attached rates 

schedules and in accordance with section 535 of the Local Government Act 
1993. 

 
 2.  To advertise the proposed 2009/2010 fees and charges as per the attached fees 

and charges schedules and in accordance with section 535 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

 

 
Attachments 
 
Rates Schedule 
Fees and charges Schedule 
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Rate 

Diff Description

No 

Asses Valuations

2010 Ad 

Valorum 2010 Base 2010 Total

2010 

Base %

Avg Per 

Assess Prop Avg Prop Total 2009 Avg Diff

1 Walgett Residential 638 3,865,790 164,643.98 108460.00 273,103.98 39.71% 428.06 428.06 273,102.92 357.85 19.62% 428.0648

4 L/Ridge Residential 604 14,827,680 155,867.84 102680.00 258,547.84 39.71% 428.06 428.06 258,548.84 474.14 -9.72% 428.0648

7 Collarenebri Residential 203 415,740 51,967.50 26390.00 78,357.50 33.68% 386.00 386.00 78,357.50 300.96 28.26% 385.9975

10 B/Junction Residential 95 624,350 18,730.50 11400.00 30,130.50 37.84% 317.16 317.16 30,130.50 478.61 -33.73% 317.1632

13 Carinda Residential 75 42,850 6,396.25 5250.00 11,646.25 45.08% 155.28 155.28 11,645.98 150.70 3.04% 155.2816

16 Cumborah Residential 56 304,200 5,055.68 3640.00 8,695.68 41.86% 155.28 155.28 8,695.66 175.91 -11.73% 155.2816

19 Rowena/CBC Residential 40 8,699 3,611.03 2600.00 6,211.03 41.86% 155.28 155.28 6,211.19 130.24 19.22% 155.2816

28 Other Residential 213 3,137,190 24,352.75 24250.05 48,602.80 49.89% 228.18 228.18 48,602.80 220.46 3.50% 228.1822

2 Walgett Business 111 1,313,160 52,526.40 24420.00 76,946.40 31.74% 693.21 530.42

5 L/Ridge Business 98 6,042,500 76,075.12 21560.00 97,635.12 22.08% 996.28 1052.36

8 Collarenebri Business 31 97,290 7,472.57 5580.00 13,052.57 42.75% 421.05 394.90

11 B/Junction Business 22 266,800 13,340.00 3740.00 17,080.00 21.90% 776.36 952.64

14 Carinda Business 13 72,900 2,558.89 1300.00 3,858.89 33.69% 296.84 390.18

20 Rowena/CBC Business 6 2,000 631.36 600.00 1,231.36 48.73% 205.23 167.67

27 Business - Mining (split into Preserved Opal Fields Residential and Business )1733 4,230,070 206,509.64 206001.71 412,511.35 49.94% 238.03 229.85

29 Other Business 99 1,697,860 16,694.26 13320.45 30,014.71 44.38% 303.18 291.11

22 Rural (Farmland) 729 495,884,880 2,078,622.71 0.00 2,078,622.71 0.00% 2,851.33 2741.66

23 Rural Irrigable             91 132,794,600 728,600.09 0.00 728,600.09 0.00% 8,006.59 7740.09

4857 665,628,559 4,174,848.78

715,295.58 715,295.39

Diff

2010 Base 

Amount 4,174,848.78 4,174,848.59

1 Walgett Residential 170.00

2 Walgett Business 220.00 239,819.05 57,849.56

4 L/Ridge Residential 170.00

5 L/Ridge Business 220.00

7 Collarenebri Residential 130.00

8 Collarenebri Business 180.00

10 B/Junction Residential 120.00

11 B/Junction Business 170.00

13 Carinda Residential 70.00

14 Carinda Business 100.00

16 Cumborah Residential 65.00

19 Rowena/CBC Residential 65.00

20 Rowena/CBC Business 100.00

22 Rural (Farmland) 0.00 3.00

23 Rural Irrigable             0 0.00

27 Business - Mining 118.87

28 Non Urban Residential 113.85

29 Non Urban Business 134.55

Notional Yield 4,036,378.89

Percentage Increase 3.50% Increase 3.5% 141,273.26

Under rated in 2009 3,191.00

Farmland Writeoff from 2009 51,855.00

Allowable Yield 4,232,698.15
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Rate 

Diff Description

2007 

Assess

2007 

Average

2008 

Assess

2008 

Average

% 

Change 

2007 to 

2008

2009 

Assess

2009 

Average

% 

Change 

2008 to 

2009

2010 

Average 

on 3.5% 

Equalised 

Base

% 

Change

Equalised 

Base & 

Average 

Rate

% 

Change

1 Walgett Residential 653 376.22 650 375.64 -0.15% 638 357.85 -4.74% 428.06 19.62% 428.06 19.62%

4 L/Ridge Residential 619 359.34 610 363.76 1.23% 604 474.14 30.34% 428.06 -9.72% 428.06 -9.72%

7 Collarenebri Residential 206 377.87 205 352.98 -6.59% 203 300.96 -14.74% 386.00 28.26% 386.00 28.26%

10 B/Junction Residential 100 350.33 100 354.49 1.19% 95 478.61 35.01% 317.16 -33.73% 317.16 -33.73%

13 Carinda Residential 77 315.00 77 315.00 0.00% 75 150.70 -52.16% 155.28 3.04% 155.28 3.04%

16 Cumborah Residential 56 157.34 56 157.48 0.09% 56 175.91 11.71% 155.28 -11.73% 155.28 -11.73%

19 Rowena/CBC Residential 40 155.39 40 140.00 -9.90% 40 130.24 -6.97% 155.28 19.22% 155.28 19.22%

28 Non Urban Residential 205 187.22 218 198.84 6.21% 213 220.46 10.88% 228.18 3.50% 228.18 3.50%

2007 and 2008 based on Minimum Rate
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12. HOUSING REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf - Director 

FILE NUMBER:   005/02/09/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The housing units in Arthur Street are nearing completion and housing stock has to be placed 
on the market to raise additional funds to offset costs. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached is a list of housing stock and a copy of the Housing Committee Minutes which 
determined an initial list of stock to be sold. Also attached are Minutes which identify staff 
positions, the occupants of which, are eligible for rent subsidies in respect of Council housing. 
The decision identifying housing stock to be sold was made on the basis of selling that stock 
which will incur high maintenance costs in coming years while trying to avoid major disruptions 
to staff housing arrangements. 
 
The Department of Local Government has indicated that, although they don't encourage the 
practice of Council selling housing stock to staff, it is not contrary to requirements. The 
exception to that is for S716 - sale of land for unpaid rates - when staff or councillors are 
required to purchase at auction. 
 
Council can decide to give first offer of sale to current occupants should it wish to. 
 
Apart from the existing restricted funds of $500,012, the shortfall in funds following the sale of 
housing stock will need to be raised by way of a bank loan. Using estimated market value for 
the identified housing stock, it is anticipated that the loan will need to be for $600,000.  
 
Any changes in monies raised from the sale of housing stock will result in changes to the loan 
requirement and the subsequent annual repayments i.e. if more money is raised then less 
money is required from loans and lower repayments are incurred and if less money is raised 
then more loan monies are required with greater repayments.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire staff 
Walgett Shire ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Income received from sale of housing stock to offset housing costs 
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Recommendations:  
 
That Council: 
 
 1. Sell the dwellings nominated by Housing Committee as identified in the 

February 09 Minutes of the Housing Committee.  
 
 2. Set a reserve price for each dwelling to be sold having regard to the most 

recent valuations and the advice of the Agents engaged to market the 
dwellings. 

 
 3. Give first right of purchase at fair market value to the existing staff occupant at 

each dwelling.  
 

 
Attachments 
 
List of Housing stock 
Housing Committee Minutes 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL 
HOUSING LIST as at 1 OCTOBER 2008 

1st October 2008     

       
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES      
       

Town Address Dwelling Type No. bedrooms Lot/Sect/DP No. Condition Estimated Value 

Walgett 8 Euroka St. Residence/single garage 2-3 33/253488 needs repair *85,000 

Walgett Flat 1/32 Euroka St. Residence/share carport 1 K/414481 needs repair  

Walgett Flat 2/32 Euroka St Residence/share carport 1 K/414481 needs repair *$90,000 

Walgett Flat 3/32 Euroka St Residence/share carport 1 K414481 needs repair  

Walgett Aerodrome Road Residence & Carport 3 11/851116 needs repair $80,000 

Walgett 30 Montkeila Street Residence(ON RESERVE) 3 31/750313 fair $100,000 

Walgett 3 Montkeila Street Residence & Carport 3 25/229884 good $245,000 

Walgett 26 Euroka Street Residence/Carport/Garage 2 21/253488 needs repair 50,000 

Walgett 5 Vaughan Place Residence/Carport/Garage 3 199/775242 good $190,000 

Walgett 6 Vaughan Place Residence/Garage 4 123/774648 good $270,000 

Walgett 16 Albert Street Residence/Carport/Garage 3 22/226373 minor repairs $155,000 

Walgett 45 Namoi Street Residence & Garage 3 101/713768 good $105,000 

Walgett 46 Euroka Street Residence & Carport 2 62/801975 fair *$85,000 

Walgett 1 O'Neill Court Residence/Carport/Garage 3 1/811508 good $260,000 

Walgett 4 O'Neill Court Residence & Garage 3 4/811508 good $270,000 

Walgett Racecourse Residence (ON RESERVE) 2 75/750291 fair $90,000 

Lightning Ridge 9 Gem Street Residence & Garage 3 1/23/758612 good $135,000 

Lightning Ridge 2 Lapkalle St Residence & Garage 3 23/837866 good $230,000 

Lightning Ridge 7 Cardinal Rd Residence & 2 Garages 3 50/803512 good $235,000 

Lightning Ridge Aerodrome Road Residence & Carport 2 161/862540 good $180,000 

Collarenebri 6 George Street Residence & Carport 2 1/220534 fair $60,000 

       
The above estimated valuations are based on fair market value as at 31 July 2008 supplied by C A Brown Associates, Moree. 
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13. LIGHTNING RIDGE LIBRARY 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   003/08/09/38 

 

 
Summary: 
 
It is proposed that the Lightning Ridge Library opening hours be extended from 15 hours per week 
to 21 hours per week to meet the need of the Lightning Ridge community and to bring the Library 
into line with the Walgett Library opening hours.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Lightning Ridge Library is currently open to the public from Tuesday to Saturday for a period 
of 15 hours per week.  
 
Current budget for the Lightning Ridge Library consists of 17 Staff hours (15 hours of opening 
hours and 2 hours of cleaning).  It is proposed that the Library be extended to 21 hours.  This 
amounts to an additional 4 hours per week.  
 
Community feedback indicates that there is support for the Library to increase its opening hours.  
In the 2008 Community Survey conducted by Council community members rated “Library hours 
of operation” as of high importance to them and of low performance by Council.  
 
Library visitation supports the need for extended hours.  Lightning Ridge Library recorded a 
visitation of  8424 people during the period July 08 – February 09.  
 
The Walgett Library is open from Tuesday to Friday for a period of 20 hours per week.  Walgett 
Library recorded a visitation of 3784 people during the period July 08 – February 09.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Survey - 2008  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Lightning Ridge community members, organisations, agencies and visitors with an interest in the 
Lightning Ridge Library. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The proposed staffing budget involves extending staff hours by 4 hours per week.   The extension 
of hours will allow Council to offer a Traineeship of 15 hours per week.  A Traineeship provides a 
revenue benefit of $4,000.  
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That the Lightning Ridge Library hours be extended to 21 hours per week. 
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14. WALGETT DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate & Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   145/09/03/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Walgett District Historical Society Inc has asked that Council review their lease on the Old Council 
Chambers in combination with the former Masonic Lodge. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Society has forwarded a report to Council which is attached.    
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett District Historical Society Inc 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That Council receives and notes the attached report.   
 

 
Attachments 
 
Report from Walgett District Historical Society Inc 
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15. WALGETT MAIN STREET BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate & Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   150/06/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
An identified priority for Council and Shire ratepayers is the upgrading of Walgett CBD. An 
Expression of Interest has been developed calling for interested persons/organisations to submit 
a proposal for Council's consideration. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Expression of Interest that has been developed is for an interested party to prepare a main 
street design for Walgett CBD. The main street plays an integral part of visitors' impressions in 
any town and the current look needs significant improvements. The party should be able to 
demonstrate capacity to develop conceptual designs and to provide a staged process to 
developing the design should Council need to fund the process over a period of years.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Shire ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Current Budget allocation exists 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1.  That Council approves the advertising of the Expression of Interest for Walgett 

Main Street beautification. 
 

 
Attachments 
 
Draft EOI for Main Street beautification 
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16. LOCAL APPROVALS POLICY  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services,  

FILE NUMBER:   315/01/02/21 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that a revised comprehensive Local Approvals Policy (LAP) be issued for 
public consultation, with a view to adopting it at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A Local Approvals Policy (LAP) is a statutory policy established under Chapter 7 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 (LGA) which supplements the provisions of the Act and the Local 
Government (Approvals) Regulation 1999 by: 
 

o Specifying the local circumstances in which a person is not required to obtain approval 
under Section 68 of the LGA. 

o Specifying criteria, which the Council must consider when determining whether or not to 
grant approval to a particular activity. 

o Specifying other matters relating to such approvals that are not dealt with by the Act or 
Regulations. 

 
The current LAP was adopted by Walgett Shire Council on 19 December 2006 but did not 
commence until 13 February 2007, after the Director General of the Department of Local 
Government had consented to the local exemption provisions.  It will expire on 18 September 
2009, which is 12 months after the declaration of the poll for the 2008 Council election (in 
accordance with Section 165(4) of the LGA). 
 
Activities that require approval under Section 68 of the LGA, include installing manufactured 
homes, plumbing work, operating a system of sewage management, sandwich boards, street 
awnings and operating a caravan park. 
 
Compared to the current LAP, the most significant changes proposed in the draft are: 
• Addition of exemption criteria for operating a ‘system of sewage management’ (C6 activity, 

see page 13-16 of the draft LAP). 
• Addition of exemption criteria to ‘install a solid fuel heating appliance’ (F4 activity, see page 

23 of the draft LAP). 
• Addition of exemption criteria for ‘amusement devices’ (F5 activity, see page 23-24 of the 

draft LAP). 
• Deleting redundant references to ‘places of public entertainment’ and ‘temporary structure’ 

approvals.  As a result of legislative amendments in 2007, such matters are now dealt with 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Temporary Structures and Places of Public Entertainment) 2007. 
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The following steps summarise the processes that must be followed to establish the LAP: 

1. The Council must give public notice of a draft LAP after it has been prepared (LGA 
S.160(1)). 

2. The LAP must be placed on public exhibition for not less than 28 days (LGA S.160(2)). 

3. The public notice must also specify a period of not less than 42 days during which the 
public can make submissions to the council (LGA S.160(3)). 

4. After considering all submissions received, the Council may decide to amend, adopt 
without amendment, or not to adopt the LAP (LGA S.161(1)). 

5. If the amendments are not substantial in the Council’s opinion, then it may adopt the 
amended without further public exhibition (LGA S.161(2)). 

6. If the amendments are substantial, then the LAP must be publicly exhibited once more in 
accordance with the LGA, as described above (LGA S.161(2)). 

7. A council must get the approval of the Director General of the Department of Local 
Government for the part of the LAP relating to exemptions from the necessity to obtain 
approval (LGA S.162). 

8. The council must give public notice of the adoption of a LAP (LGA S.166)). 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
• Local Government Act 1993 – particularly Chapter 7. 
• Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 
• Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and 

Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005. 
• Department of Local Government Practice Note 14 titled Local Approvals Policies, issued 

March 1996. 
• Planning Circular PS08-12 titled ‘Entertainment in pubs, bars, cafes and restaurants’ issued 

18 December 2008 by the Department of Planning. 
• State Environmental Planning Policy (Temporary Structures and Places of Public 

Entertainment) 2007. 
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public, Walgett Shire Council, Department of Local Government. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The primary cost associated with an LAP is wages for the staff involved in preparing and 
implementing the policy.  Some advertising costs will also be incurred.  All costs can be met from 
existing budgets. 
 
Exemption provisions within the LAP may reduce income derived from activity application fees.  
However the community will benefit from reduced ‘red tape’ and staff time will become available to 
deal with other matters. 
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Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to:  
 
 1. Endorse the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy. 
 
 2. Notify the public of the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy 

through the Black Opal Advocate, Lightning Ridge News and the Walgett 
Spectator. 

 
 3. Place the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy on public 

exhibition and invite written submissions from the public on the draft policy. 
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Attachments 
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17. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE 
APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   007/02/04/55 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director 
Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during March 2009. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public and applicants. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
 1.  Note the Development and Complying Development Certificate applications 

dealt with under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory 
Services and General Manager during March 2009. 
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Attachment – Report on DAs and CDCs issued March 2009 
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18. THE FUTURE OF WALGETT MEDICAL CENTRE BUILDING  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde - Director of Urban Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   145/09/03/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report is to inform and seek Council’s support regarding the recommendations on how the 
future of the Walgett Medical Centre building be decided strategically. 
 
Background 
 
The Walgett Medical Centre at Wee Waa Street has a current valuation of $360,000 with a weekly 
income of $266.80 per week. Dr Vlad Matic of Walgett’s RARMS is the legitimate tenant of this 
building. 
 
The Walgett Medical Centre building was completed in 1982. The roof is made up of corrugated 
steel roof cladding on timber trusses spaced at 600 mm on centres. The external walls are in double 
brick while internal walls are non-load bearing timber studs with single skin masonry.  
 
Unconfirmed information from several sources suggests that it was built over two cellar structures, 
footings (as suspended raft slab) on pier design were not constructed according to plans, 
pillars/posts were filled up and formworks lay over on top before the entire concrete floor was 
poured. It is also widely believed that passing between two filled-up cellar structures is a bore line 
leading to the existing park opposite the Sporting Club. Plans still exist however, not enough 
evidence is available to prove these allegations.  
 
Council’s Health and Safety Inspector established causes and effects of current problems of this 
building in his Building Report submitted to the Director of Urban Infrastructure Services last year. 
One major observation made is regarding ground settlement: 
 

“Gradual uneven ground settlement over the years also affected the surrounding pavement 
moving away from the building by as much as 40 mm. Some sunken areas caused water 
ponding that cannot be drained easily especially during wet weather season. The conditions 
of down pipe connections to drain lines are not known but on the assumption that some of 
them are already damaged due to ground movements, storm water permeating to the 
ground is possibly causing a 100 mm drop of the public toilets (attached to the western side 
of surgery building).” 

 
Discussion (including issues and background) 
 
Most buildings in similar age to the Walgett Medical Centre are usually structurally fit and while 
routine maintenance is unavoidable, building preservation is generally manageable. 
 
Repair problems. WMC maintenance is accelerating over the years. Council has already spent 
more than $25,000 on faulty sewer, termite control, water leaks, door settlements, vandalised public 
toilet as well as other petty upholding calls from the tenant of this building over the last three years. 
This trend will continue should Council not arrest the problems sooner. 
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Unwelcome result. Termites attacked this building several years ago and as a result of this, one wall 
externally attached to this building was demolished. While it appeared that dispersal of termites is 
already contained, the extent of depreciation in some areas like in the Cleaners Room where the 
internal stud’s top plate has been completely eaten out by termites is quite evident. Council started 
replacing some roof trusses particularly above an air conditioning unit located around the Surgery 
Room No. 2 but not sufficient. Council is also conducting an annual pest control programme to 
ensure that termites are controlled. 
 
Where to from here? Physical evidence of progressive building deterioration is increasing and to 
ensure that a balanced report (aside from the Health and Building Inspector Report) is obtained, a 
Structural Engineer was engaged on 21 November 2008 to prepare a Technical Report. The 
following is a brief summary of this report: 
 

1. The existing front brick fence is already separated from the main building by 40 mm at the 
top while the front planter bed is leaning away from the main building by 10 mm on the 
western side and 20 mm on the eastern side. 

 
2. The western side (external) wall brickwork dropped below and above the existing window 

lintel level from the Record Store room to Surgery Room 3 by 18 mm. The pavers moved 
away from the building creating a 35 mm gap and the verandah roof dropped adjacent to 
brick work movement. 

 
3. Inside the Surgery Unit No.5 Room, a 10 mm gap is evident from cornice to ceiling at 

internal stud dividing wall and 1-2 mm wide cracks in ceiling plasterboard above door. The 
case is true at the Surgery Room 2, where cornice is separated in corner from masonry wall 
by 10 mm. The toilet has also a 3-5 mm wide crack in the wall near cornice. 

 
4. Inside the Reception/Waiting Room, a 15mm wide large crack commencing as a diagonal 

crack from the Record Room is present, then continuing as a horizontal crack above 
windows and door reception to 18 mm wide. This crack then runs diagonally to the floor in 
the Surgery Room No. 3. 

 
The structural engineer advised two rectification stages that Council may wish to consider: 
 

First Stage. Undertake repair of roof trusses, internal studs, and have soil moisture 
conditioning program in place. These defined activities further involve masonry renewals, 
sewer rehabilitation, and footpath concreting. Initial estimated costs to $180,000 to $250,000.  
It is generally accepted that cracks ranging from 10 mm to 40 mm are present all over the 
external building brickworks and that soil moisture conditioning is required to limit further 
movements. It should be noted that if stabilisation fails to achieve its purpose, deep 
underpinning will be required, meaning more time and resources before commencing into the 
Second Stage. 
 
Second Stage. Under this scenario, a period time of 6 -12 months should be allowed to 
elapse allowing soil moisture conditioning program to become secure. This activity involves 
the following: 
 

• Cutting of vertical articulation joints of windows where diagonal cracks are evident 
• Re-building of brickworks affected by cutting in of articulated joints 
• Vigorous patching of with a 20 mm depth of mortar and/or sealant 
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Is the building still safe? The Structural Engineer believed that this building can be repaired 
economically when comparing to a new capital cost of constructing a new one (Structural Engineer 
Report, Section 6.0 Conclusion, par. 2, p. 18). However, costs of on-going and/or long-term 
performance and maintenance cost of this building once repaired cannot be measured.  
 
The building is considered safe for continued occupation from a structural perspective in a short 
term (Structural Engineer Report, Section 6.0 Conclusion, par. 1, p. 18). Council can therefore 
advise the current tenant to occupy the building longer once a laborious rehabilitation of this building 
is completed.  
 
The tenant concern. A summarised Position Paper submitted by Dr. Matic in behalf of RARMS 
Walgett is shown in the following:  
 

1. The building is now too small; the present layout is unsuitable for installation of a modern 
team-based approach for general and rural care practice  

2. The building’s current configuration is negatively impacting upon any expansion of existing 
medical and allied health services 

3. Suggests that no amount of renovation or extending the building will provide an appropriate 
space for health operations 

4. Suggests that relocate the surgery office at the Walgett Hospital being the most appropriate 
area for providing health services to the Walgett community. It would appear that as a ‘one-
stop’ medical centre, effective and fast clinical advantages in areas of on-site radiology and 
pathology are available for patients, staff and to both hospital and surgery doctors. Though 
the hospital is further in distance compared to the current medical centre location at Wee 
Waa Street, RAMMS has a community transport service what will surely overcome any 
issues regarding patient access to the surgery and pharmacy requirements. 

5. According to Dr Matic, he has made several representations to the Area Health Services 
already and that he expects his medical centre/clinic will become a tenant to the hospital. 
RARMS desires the re-location (Walgett Hospital) to occur as soon as possible 

6. RARMS requests the support of all parties, namely GHAHS, NSW Ambulance and Walgett 
Shire Council to assist and achieve Item 6) above in a timely manner. 

 
Dr. Madic of RAMMS Walgett verbally advised the Director of Urban Infrastructure Services that the 
building does not serve its medical purpose and is not keen on extending tenancy agreement 
anymore. 
 
Summary: 
 
On the assumption that the building is constructed according to plans, the current signs of 
progressive early wear and tear suggest that not enough geological considerations regarding its 
construction was ideally considered and that the building needs extensive rehabilitation and/or 
remedial works urgently. 
 
To construct a comparable building with better features will cost Council at least $1.0 million 
compared to rehabilitating the old building. However, costs of on-going and/or long-term 
performance and maintenance cost of this building once repaired is uncertain.  
 
Relevant Documents: 
 
Structural Engineer Report dated 15 December 2008 
Health and Building Inspector Report dated 09 October 2008 
RARMS Walgett Position Statement dated 24 September 2008 
Building Maintenance Report dated 21 February 2007 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
RARMS Walgett  
 
Policy Implications: 
 
This matter gives Council a degree of pressure in formulating and/or developing its future strategy 
of preserving building assets.  
 
Health and Safety Implications  
 
Council should complete remediation program (First Stage) if so desires, prior to 
accepting new tenants.  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The estimated net annual income of this building is $5,540.26 and is expected to 
decrease over the years due to increasing maintenance costs. A negative income is likely 
to occur immediately next financial year due to impending departure of RARMS Walgett.  
 
Remedial works will cost Council a considerable capital of $180,000 to $250,000 (First 
Stage) and guarantee of optimum long-term maintenance remains an issue.  
 
Council needs at least $1.0 million to construct a new building to replace the existing 
building.  
 
Recommendations: 
 
 1. Council approves permanent service de-commissioning of Walgett Medical 

Centre on 30 June 2009.  
 
 2. Council advise officially RARMS Walgett c/o Dr Vlad Madic of this decision. 
 
 3. Council not approve demolishing the building but authorise the General 

Manager to sell it in ‘as is where is’ condition instead. 
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19. COUNCIL PROCEDURES FOR THE PURCHASE OF LIGHT 
VEHICLES 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   004/13/02/41 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council requested advice of the procedures in place for selection of light vehicles.  This report 
provides Council's Purchasing Criteria for Motor Vehicles Less than 5,000kg GVM Procedures for 
information. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council requested advice of the procedures in place for selection of light vehicles.  This report 
provides Council's Purchasing Criteria for Motor Vehicles Less than 5,000kg GVM Procedures for 
information. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
AFM - Purchasing Criteria for Motor Vehicles Less than 5,000kg GVM Procedure 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That Council note the Purchasing Criteria for Motor Vehicles Less than 5,000kg 

GVM Procedures. 
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20. TENDERS - PLANT HIRE 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   230/00/80/07 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Tenders calling for standing offers E08007 for the hire of various plant and related services have 
been advertised in accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation.  This report 
recommends that Council accept all conforming tenders submitted to date. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Tenders were called requesting standing offers for casual plant hire.  The tender period is on-
going. 
The offer document makes provision for the selection of a plant hire contractor from those offers 
accepted.  Selection must consider: 
 
• Availability 
• Suitability for Council’s Project Requirements 
• Total Estimated Project Price 
• Documented Past Performance 
• Value for Money 
 
The offer documents include performance specifications and require the contractor to provide 
various insurances to mitigate public liability and worker death and injury risks associated with this 
class of work.  Engagement is based on a Purchase Order Contract and Australian Standard 
4905 Minor Works contract Conditions. 
 
As the expenditure over a 12 month period with some of the plant hire contractors, or on an 
individual project may exceed the tender threshold of $150,000, it is recommended that Council 
formally accept all conforming offers as follows: 
 

• JR Weate Pty Ltd 
• Neill Earthmoving 
• AE & NE Dewson 
• Ridgerock Earthmoving 

 
Any further offers received will be referred to Council at its meeting following the assessment of 
such offers. 
 
The following offers have been submitted but were nonconforming and require resubmission 
before they can be accepted: 

• Junction City Transport 
 
These tenderers have been advised of their non-conformances and will be reassessed on receipt 
of a new offer. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Offer Documents E08007 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Costs associated with the engagement of contractors are included in the expenditure of the 
relevant Council service delivery area in the Management Plan. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 1. That Council accept tenders from the following businesses for E08007 Request 

for Standing Offers: Casual Plant Hire Walgett Shire NSW - 
    
   * JR Weate Pty Ltd 
   * Neill Earthmoving 
   * AE & NE Dewson 
   * Ridgerock Earthmoving 
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16. Reports of Committees 

 

17. Questions without Notice From Councillors  

 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

 

19. Close of Meeting 

 
 
 
 


