
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

22 September, 2011 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in the Carinda 
Town Hall  on 22 September 2011, commencing at 10.00am to discuss the items listed in 
the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A bus will be leaving the back of the Council Chambers at 8.00am sharp, please 
contact Executive Assistant Jodie Campbell if you require a lift on the bus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 

financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest as 

defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  

A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 

of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 

A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 

However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the company 
or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be expected 

to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a pecuniary 
interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 

A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 

There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment of 
the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care needs 
to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 

A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I 
would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now 
reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Mayoral Minutes ............................................................................................ Nil 

(A Report by outgoing Mayor Ian Woodcock will be tabled at the meeting) 

6. Election of Mayor/Deputy Mayor  

1. Determination of Method of Voting for Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor by 
Councillors ................................................................................................................... 5 

2. Election of Mayor for Ensuring Twelve (12) Months .................................................... 7 

3. Election of Deputy Mayor for Ensuring Twelve (12) Months ........................................ 9 

7. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

8. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

9. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising ..................................................... 11 

10. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

4. Collarenebri Racecourse (D630054) Reserve Trust Users Meeting Minutes ............ 32 

11. Motions of which Notice has been given .................................................... Nil 

12. Presentation of Petitions 

13. Councillor’s Questions from Last Meeting .................................................. 36 

14. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

5. Award Consultative Committee Minutes – May and July ........................................... 39 

15. Reservation of items for Debate  

16. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER 

6. Council Decisions Action Report – 23.08.11 ............................................................. 51 
7. Circulars received from the Local Government Department of Premier and Cabinet – 

September 2011 ........................................................................................................ 61 
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8. Circulars received from the NSW Local Government and Shires Association of NSW 
– September 2011 ..................................................................................................... 66 

9. Monthly Calendar – September 2011 ........................................................................ 68 
21. Fees for Mayor and Councillors 2011/12 ................................................................... 73 

10. Closedown of Administration over Festive Season.................................................... 76 
11. Ordinary Council Meetings – Time, Dates and Venues for 2012 ............................... 78 
12. Delegates and Representatives to, and Members of, External Bodies ...................... 80 
13. Acquisition of Crown Land – Lightning Ridge ............................................................ 83 
13a. New Lightning Ridge town Bore Site - Licence .......................................................... 84 

13b  Proposed Compulsory Acquisition of Land – Wooloroo road – Lightning Ridge ........ 87 
14. Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from General Manager – 

September 2011 ........................................................................................................ 90 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

15. Cash on Hand & Investment Report as at 31 August 2011 ..................................... 104 
16. Outstanding Rates & Charges Report as at 30 June 2011 ...................................... 107 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

17. Non-Urban Water Connection Request, Collarenebri .............................................. 109 
18. Draft Policy – Geological Resource Exploration ...................................................... 116 

19. Local Heritage Fund Grant Applications 2011-2012 ................................................ 120 
19a. Development Application, LPG Storage Tank ......................................................... 123 

19b. Submission to Vary Codes SEPP ............................................................................ 145 
19c. 2010-2011 State of the Environment Report ........................................................... 152 
19d. Companion Animal Welfare Scheme 2011-2012 ..................................................... 155 

20. Review of Water Meter Policy ................................................................................. 158 
21. Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information from Director Urban Infrastructure 

Services ................................................................................................................... 168 

DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

22. Burren Junction Issues Update – September 2011 ................................................. 171 

23. Auslink Roads to Recovery 2011-2012 Projects ..................................................... 173 
24. Monthly Report from Director Engineering Services – September 2011 ................. 175 

17. Reports of Committees Nil 

18. Questions for the Next Meeting 

19. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting .......... Under Separate Cover 

1. Accident at Lightning Ridge Bore Baths ...................................................................... 4 

20. Close of Meeting 
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Apologies 
 
Nil 
 

Welcome to Visitors 
 
N/A 
 

Mayoral Minutes 
 
(A report by outgoing Mayor Ian Woodcock will be tabled at the meeting) 
 

Mayoral Elections 
 

1. DETERMINATION OF METHOD OF VOTING FOR ELECTION OF 
MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR BY COUNCILLORS 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1456 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report is prepared to allow Council to determine the Method of Voting for the Election of the 
Mayor and the Deputy Mayor by Councillors.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Schedule 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 sets out the process to be 
followed for the election of a Mayor and Deputy Mayor by Councillors, including the methods of 
voting that may be determined by a resolution of Council. The methods of voting for the election of 
the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor, that Council may adopt are summarised below:- 
 

 Open Voting – this is by show of hands or similar means 

 Preferential Ballot – as per its normal interpretation the ballot papers are to contain names 
of all candidates and Councillors mark their votes 1, 2, 3 and so on against the various 
names, so as to indicate their order of preference for all of the candidates. 

 Ordinary ballot – this is the usual method adopted in New South Wales. Ballots are secret 
with only one (1) candidate’s name written on a ballot paper. 
 
Where there are two (2) candidates, the person with the most votes is elected. If the ballots 
for the two (2) candidates are tied, the one to be elected is to be chosen by lots, with the 
first name out being declared elected.  
 
Where there are three (3) or more candidates, the person with the lowest number of votes 
is eliminated and the process started again until there are only two (2) candidates. The 
determination of the election would then proceed as if the two (2) were the only candidates. 
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In the case of three (3) or more candidates where a tie occurs the one (1 to be excluded will 
be chose by lot. 

 Choosing by Lot – to choose a candidate by lot, the names of the candidates who have 
equal numbers of votes are written on similar slips of paper by the Returning Officer, the 
slips are folded by the Returning Officer so as to prevent the names being seen, the slips 
are mixed and one is drawn at random by the Returning Officer and the candidate whose 
name is on the drawn slip is chosen, on the basis detailed above. 
* NOTE: Ballot has its normal meaning of secret ballot. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Schedule 7 “Election of Mayor by Councillors” of the Local Government (General) Regulations 
2005. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council adopt the ordinary ballot method for the election of the Mayor and Deputy 

Mayor. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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2. ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR ENSURING TWELVE (12) MONTHS 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1456 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Section 225 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that each Local government area must have 
a Mayor elected in accordance with the provisions of the Act. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The role of Mayor is defined as follows: 
 

 To exercise, in case of necessity, the policy-making functions of the governing body of 
Council between meetings of the Council; 

 To exercise such other functions of the Council as the Council determines; 

 To preside at meetings of Council; 

 To carry of the civic and ceremonial functions of the Mayoral office. 
 
The Mayor for Walgett Shire Council is elected by the Councillors from among their own number. 
 
The procedures for election of mayor by Councillors under Schedule 7 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 are summarised below: 
 

 The General Manager (or a person appointed by the General Manager) is the Returning 
Officer. 

 A Councillor may be nominated without notice for election as Mayor or Deputy Mayor. 

 The nomination is to be made in writing by two (2) or more Councillors (one of whom may 
be the nominee). The nomination is not valid unless the nominee has indicated consent to 
the nomination in writing. 

 The nomination is to be delivered or sent to the Returning Officer. 

 The Returning Officer is to announce the names of the nominees at the Council meeting at 
which the election is to be held.  

 Nomination papers have been enclosed with the business paper and may be delivered or 
sent to the Returning Officer either prior to or at the commencement of the Ordinary 
meeting.  

 If only one (1) Councillor is nominated, that Councillor is elected. 

 If more than one (1) Councillor is nominated then the election will proceed in accordance 
with the method of voting determined by Council, at this meeting. 

 The election is to be held at the Council meeting at which the Council resolves on the 
method of voting.  

 
Nomination forms are circulated under separate cover with this report. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Election of Mayor for Ensuring Twelve (12) Months 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be received and noted and the election for the position of Mayor be held 

now. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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3. ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR ENSURING TWELVE (12) 
MONTHS 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1456 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Section 231 of the Local Government Act 1993 sets out the provisions of the Act for election of the 
Deputy Mayor 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Section 231 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that:- 
 

 The Councillors may elect a person from among their number, to be the Deputy Mayor. 

 The person may be elected for the mayoral term or a shorter term 

 The Deputy Mayor may exercise any function of the Mayor at the request of the Mayor or if 
the Mayor is prevented by illness, absence or otherwise from exercising the function or if 
there is a casual vacancy in the office of the Mayor. 

 The Councillors may elect a person from among their number to act as Deputy Mayor if the 
Deputy Mayor is prevented by illness, absence or otherwise from exercising a function 
under this section, or if no Deputy Mayor has been elected.. 

 
Procedures for Nominations and the Election of Deputy Mayor are the same as set out for the 
election of Mayor.  
 
Nomination forms are circulated under separate cover with this report. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 10 of 181 

 

 Election of Deputy Mayor for Ensuring Twelve (12) Months 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be received and noted and the election for the position of Deputy Mayor be 

held now. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
 
N/A 

 

Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
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 Minutes of Council meeting – 23 August 2011  

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held 23 August 2011 be confirmed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 
 

4. COLLARENEBRI RACECOURSE (D630054) RESERVE TRUST 
USERS MEETING MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:  Siegfredo O Coralde – Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1746 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council note the Collarenebri Racecourse Users Minutes of the 
Meeting held at Collarenebri Racecourse on 30 August 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
The Collarenebri Racecourse Users Group is composed of representatives from the following 
Clubs:  

 

 Gae Coleman – Rodeo Club 

 Belinda Willis – Rodeo Club 

 Joe & Jane Willis – Horse Trainers 

 Garry Brazier – Campdraft Club/Stockman 

 David Furnell – Jockey Club 

 John Hoare – Pony Club 

 Ernie Earl – Campdraft Club 

 Sally Barton – Campdraft Club 

 Nick & Kylie Norman – Campdraft Club 

 
Current Position: 
 
The Collarenebri Racecourse is a Crown Reserve D630054 and Walgett Shire Council is the 
Trust Manager. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Collarenebri Racecourse Users 
Collarenebri Residents 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Nil  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options 
 
Council will continue chairing the meetings so that effective communication among Council and 
User Groups are maintained.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council and User Groups started getting solutions to operational problems emanating from 
hiring or using the race course. 
 

 Collarenebri Racecourse Users (D630054) Meeting Minutes 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. Council note the Collarenebri Racecourse Users Minutes of the Meeting held at 

Collarenebri Racecourse on 30 August 2011. 
 
2. Council note the next Collarenebri Racecourse Users Group Meeting is to be held at 

Collarenebri Racecourse on 11 October 2011. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes of Collarenebri Racecourse Users Meeting – 30th August 2011 
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Motions of which Notice has been given 
 
Nil 
 

Presentation of Petitions 
 
N/A 

 

Councillors Questions From Last Meeting 
 
Clr Smith 
 

Question 1: 
Would like to find out what vacant blocks do the Shire own in Colly plus what are their DP 
numbers? 
 
Response: 
The Director Corporate Services advised that a list will be circulated at the September Council 
Meeting. 

 

Question 2: 
Collarenebri needs a bus stop sign on the Corner Wilson and Herbert Street Streets not an 
angle parking sign. Colly to Walgett Bus Run? 
 
Response: 
The Director Engineering Services advised that this item will be forwarded to the next local 
Traffic Committee meeting 

 

Question 3: 
At the last few Council meetings, things have been taken on notice but we never seem to have 
a response? For example we asked about the maintenance of Skateparks and this still does not 
seem to happen even though we have been told it does. The local Police man would like to 
have a skate on it but can’t because of the cracks in the cement. 
 
Response: 
The General Manager advised that with the new resolutions/actions format just adopted should 
address this issue.  
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Clr Keir 
 

Question 1: 
 
Sarah Bull from the Burren Junction preschool has approached me asking if Council can 
provide a bus stop area out the front of the preschool. The bus driver is not dropping or picking 
kids up from the preschool as it is not a designated bus stop area. Can Council look into this? 
 
Response: 
The Director Engineering Services advises that this item has been referred to the Local Traffic 
Committee for consideration. 

 
Clr Smith 
 

Question 4: 
Aboriginal Community Transport bus driver has concerns with driveways in Earl & Barwon 
Streets? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that Council is responsible for the shoulder 
to the kerb line or in the absence of kerbs, to table drains. There are no kerb and gutters on 
both streets.  
 
Council staff will start installing 150mm relief pipes for 10 household driveways at Earl Street 
starting on 15 September 2011. Pipes for six driveways at Barwon Street will follow as soon as 
pipes are available.  

 

Question 5: 
Collarenebri Cemetery needs attention eg: Mowing/whipper snipping/round up would help? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services advised that an official complaint letter from Ms. 
Ainsley Norman was received on 5 September 2011 regarding the maintenance of the 
cemetery. Two Walgett urban employees were dispatched to Collarenebri to assist Barry Murray 
with the initial clean-up of the cemetery grounds as well as the show ground. The cemetery 
ground's maintenance is completed as at this report. Refer to attached photo. 
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Question 6: 
Review Water Restrictions – Not necessary 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services that the water restriction policy will be reviewed and 
reported to the October Council Meeting. 

 

Question 7: 
Mission road no sign post – could a street sign be erected? 
 
Response: 
The Director Urban Infrastructure Services is investigating type and location for signage 
request.  
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Reports of Delegates and Representatives 
 

5. AWARD CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – MAY AND 
JULY  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1894 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council receive and note the minutes of the Award Consultative 
Committee Minutes for 10 May and 19 July, 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
The Award Consultative Committee is designed to provide a forum for consultation between 
council, council staff and unions to enhance the efficiency and productivity of the Council. The 
Award Consultative Committee consists of employee representatives from each Union, 
representatives from management as well as an observer from the United Services Union. The 
Award Consultative Committee generally meets every 3 months and discusses issues relating 
to policies and procedures, positions descriptions, organisation structure, training, salary 
system, and appraisals.  
 
Current Position: 
 
At its February Meeting, it was resolved that the Award Consultative Committee now meet every 
month.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Policies & Procedures 
Organisational Structure 
 
Governance issues: 
 
The Award Consultative Committee will make decisions based on consensus of its members.   
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The committee is an essential part of the industrial relations interface between Council 
management and the staff.  The Committee only makes comment and recommendations to 
management. 
 

 Award Consultative Committee Minutes – May and July 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council received and note the minutes of the Award Consultative Committee 

meeting for 10 May and 19 July 2011. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Award Consultative Committee Minutes – 10 May 2011 
Award Consultative Committee Minutes – 19 July 2011 
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Reservation of items for Debate 
 
Nil 
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Reports of Officers 
 

6. COUNCIL DECISIONS ACTION REPORT – 23.08.11 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A Schedule is provided to each Council Meeting which summarises action taken in respect of 
matters considered at the previous meeting of Council as well as all outstanding matters from 
July, 2011 
 
Background: 
 
Attached is the Action Report related to the 23 August 2011 Council Meeting. The Report 
summarises action in respect of all Resolutions as well as any other matter raised at the 
Meeting which required action. The Report does not repeat Resolutions etc as these are 
contained in the Minutes of the previous Meeting which are included elsewhere in the Agenda. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Agenda and Minutes of the 23 August 2011 Council Meeting 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and Executive Team 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 
 
That the action list be received and noted. It is suggested that any queries be passed 
with the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate at the meeting.  
 

 Council decisions Action Report – 23.08.11 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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Date of 
Meeting 

Resolution 
Number 

Resolution Department Action Taken 
Management 

Officer 
Date 

Completed 

26 July 2011 
Matters 
Arising 

Clr Murray asked what was happening in relation to items that were 
asked at the last Council meeting which came out of the Burren 
Junction Budget meeting, it still says that the Director Engineering 
Services is currently investigating.  
 
The General Manager advised that he and the Director Engineering 
Services will visiting Burren Junction either later this week or early 
next week and will speak with residents there. He also advised that 
some of these roads have been graded as part of flood damage 
repairs and/or routine maintenance. 

Engineering 
Services 

Arranged an onsite inspection on 11th August 
2011 

Director 
Engineering 

Services  

26 July 2011 
Matters 
Arising 

Clr Colless asked if Council was going to go back to using local 
auctioneers for the sale of land for overdue rates sale. 
 
The General Manager advised that he will be calling for Expression 
of Interests for conducting this auction and may also include some 
of Council’s properties that we have been unable to sell previously. 
 
Clr Colless also asked if we could check whoever the Auctioneer 
will be that if they have any staff interested in the sale to avoid any 
conflicts of interest. 

Finance Process of arranging sale in train 
Director 

Corporate 
Services  

26 July 2011 7/2011/4 

1. That Walgett Shire Council impose a moratorium for an indefinite 
period on any future seismic surveys, drilling or exploration for Coal 
Seam Gas on property under the ownership or care, control and 
management of the Walgett Shire Council. 
 
2. The Walgett Shire Council requests that the relevant State 
Government Agency fund and undertake a full assessment of the 
impact of Coal Seam Gas Extraction on the sustainability of 
agricultural production and damage to underground aquifers within 
the shire area during this period. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway Seconded: Clr Keir 

Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

1. Report prepared for 22-9-2011 Council meeting 
2. Letter to be forwarded to NSW State Agencies 

General 
Manager  

26 July 2011 7/2011/5 

1. That Council formulate a policy ‘That all applications for seismic 
surveys must come before Council for consideration and cannot be 
dealt with under delegation’. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway Seconded: Clr Keir 

Corporate 
Services 

Policy to be drafted for September 2011 Meeting 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 
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Date of 
Meeting 

Resolution 
Number 

Resolution Department Action Taken 
Management 

Officer 
Date 

Completed 

26 July 2011 7/2011/14 

1. Endorse the proposal to locate the new water filtration plant for 
Walgett on the old caravan park site on Reserve 81681 on the 
Brewarrina Road. 
 
2. Commence investigations into the possibility of raising the height 
of the weir on the Barwon River at Walgett to ensure that the town 
has a secure water supply into the future by convening a meeting 
between relevant Government Agencies and Council. 
Moved: Clr Murray Seconded: Clr Keir 

Urban 
Infrastructure 

Services 

1. Survey in progress 
2. In progress 

Director 
Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 

 

26 July 2011 7/2011/15 

1. That following consideration of the power point presentation, 
Council make a further disability submission to the NSW Grants 
Commission based on information provided during the 
Commission’s recent visit to Walgett.Moved: Clr Colless 
Seconded: Clr Keir 

Governance Follow up Submission to be made 
General 
Manager  

26 July 2011 7/2011/28 

1. Note the final report of Walgett Shire LGA Aboriginal Heritage 
Study, dated May 2011 as prepared by Australian Museum 
Business Services. 
 
2. Endorse the land use planning related recommendations made 
by Australian Museum Business Services in sections 6.1.1, 6.1.2, 
6.1.3, 6.1.4 and 6.1.5 of the Walgett Shire LGA Aboriginal Heritage 
Study, dated May 2011. 
 
3. Request the General Manager to provide recommendations for 
Council’s consideration regarding the requests made by the 
aboriginal community within section 6.2 of the Walgett Shire LGA 
Aboriginal Heritage Study, dated May 2011. 
Moved: Clr Walford Seconded: Clr Martinez 

Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

1. No Action Required 
2. No Action Required 
3. General Manager to provide report on non-land 
use planning requests by the Aboriginal 
Community arising from heritage Study. 

General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

Matters 
Arising 

Clr Greenaway asked in relation to the Council's Grid Policy, do we 
know what our present Grid policy is? Is it to get rid of all single grid 
by 2013? 

Engineering 
Services 

Review of Council's Grid Policy commenced 
Director 

Engineering 
Services  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/2 

1. Council note the Netwaste Steering Committee Minutes of the 
Meeting held at Dubbo City Council on 25 July 2011. 
 
2. Council approve to develop its Community Sharps Disposal Plan 
using Netwaste template.  
 
3. Council note the next Netwaste Steering Committee Meeting is to 
be held at Gilgandra on 09 September 2011. 
Moved: Clr Smith Seconded: Clr Keir 

Urban 
Infrastructure 

Services 

Development of the Community Sharps Dispoal 
Plan not yet started 

Director 
Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 
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Officer 
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23 August 
2011 

8/2011/5 

1. That the information contained in the Departmental circulars 11-
16 to 11-18 from the Local Government Division Department of 
Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded: Clr Greenaway 
1. Circular 11-16 Local Government Destination 2036 Update 
2. Circular 11-17 Goods and Services Tax (GST) Exemption for 
certain Government taxes, fees and Charges (Division 81 of the 
GST Act) 
3. Circular 11-18 Annual Reporting, State of the Environment 
Reporting and End-of-term reporting requirements of Councils 

Governance 
1. 23/8/11 - Supplementary report to Council 
2. In Progress 
3. In Progress 

General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/7 

That Council1. Recommend the appointment of the following 
candidates to the position of Emergency Unit Controller for a period 
of two years, effective 1 August 2011. 
Mr David Lane - Reappointment - Unit Controller Lightning Ridge 
State Emergency Service 
Mr Dominic Warnock – Reappointment – Unit Controller Carinda 
State Emergency Service  
Ms Alice Thorn – Reappointment – Unit Controller Collarenebri 
State Emergency Service  
Mr Neil Adnum – Reappointment – Unit Controller Glengarry State 
Emergency Service  
Mrs Julie Marshall – Reappointment – Unit Controller Walgett State 
Emergency Service 
 
2. Formally thanks the five unit controllers for their continued 
service. 
 
3. Investigate holding an annual function for the members of all five 
local SES units in conjunction with the annual volunteers day to 
express the communities appreciation for the ongoing voluntary 
efforts. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway Seconded: Clr Walford 

Governance 
1. Letter to Reginal SES office Drafted2. Letters to 
local controllers drafted3. Arrangements to be 
made4. Press release prepared 

General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/9 

1. That the General Manager’s Report be received and noted and 
Council consider whether or not it should be initiating discussions 
with senior representatives from neighbouring councils and, if so, 
which councils and on what basis. 
Moved: Clr Keir Seconded: Clr Murray 

Governance 
Discussions with Council's and Brewarrina Shires 
being arranged 

General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/10 

1. That the General Manager to approach all precinct committees 
and offer a higher level of administrative support and to also initiate 
action to  re-establish a precinct committee in Walgett 
Moved: Clr Smith Seconded: Clr Keir 

Governance 
1. Discussions with Precinct Committees being 
held progressively 
2. Press Release prepared 

General 
Manager  
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23 August 
2011 

8/2011/11 

That Council 
1. Not proceed with any proposal that impacts adversely on traffic 
flows or involves the establishment of a pedestrian plaza in Wee 
Waa Street 
 
2. Hold further public consultations to determine the nature and 
extent of the Walgett Main Street Beautification Project with a view 
to undertaking agreed works at the earliest possible opportunity. 
Moved: Clr Colless Seconded: Clr Murray 

Governance 
1. Press release prepared 
2. Letters being drafted 
3. Public consultation session to be arranged 

General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/13 

1. That Council establish a Plant Committee under Section 355 of 
the Local Government Act , 1993 with a membership of three 
elected representatives with the first Committee being appointed in 
September, 2011 and thereafter annually in September each 
year.2. That the Committee make a recommendation with regards a 
constitution outlining its roles and functions at its first 
meeting.Moved: Clr Lane Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

Governance 
1. Plant Committee to be elected at September 
Council Meeting2. First Meeting being organised 

General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/14 

1. That the General Manager’s Report be received and noted. 
 
2. That Council agree “in principle” to participate in the joint 
arrangement with Coonamble, Narromine, Warren, Gilgandra and 
Warrumbungle Shire Councils to establish an internal audit function 
to serve the six councils. 
 
3. That Council provide for an additional vote of $30,000 in the 
2011/12 budget. 
 
4. That the General Manager and, where appropriate, the Mayor, 
be authorised to continue negotiations with neighbouring Councils 
committing to ‘in principle’ support for the project. 
 
5. That progress reports be presented to future meetings. 
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded: Clr Smith 

Governance 

1. No Action Required 
2. Arrangements made and espression of interest 
being called 
3. Provision to be made in September Quarterly 
review 
4. Negotiations continuing 
5. Reports to be prepared 

General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/16 

1. Council begin considering and formulating a plan for the training 
of plant operators and maintenance of current plant operators 
tickets prior to the implementation of the new laws that come into 
effect 1 September 2011. 
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded:  Clr Colless 

Engineering 
Services  

General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/18 
1. That the action being taken to review Council’s Tourism Plan 
2009-2011 and Branding/Marketing Strategy be endorsed. 
Moved: Clr Martinez Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Tourism Planning for review commenced 
General 
Manager  
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Number 
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Completed 

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/19 

1. That Council receive and noted the General Manager’s Report 
and endorse the action being taken to develop a combined Walgett 
Visitor Information and Aboriginal Cultural Centre concept. 
 
2. That Council be kept advised of progress being made. 
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Tourism Letters forwarded to Walgett LALC and CWP 
General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/20 

1. That the General Manager’s Report be received and noted and 
the action being taken to develop an Expression of Interest for a 
PCYC facility in Walgett in conjunction with other agencies and 
stakeholders be endorsed. 
Moved: Clr Walford Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Community 
Services 

Community Input being sought 
General 
Manager  

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/24 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to:1. Note and endorse the letter 
dated 21 July 2011 from the General Manager of Walgett Shire 
Council to the Regional Director of the Department of Planning 
which:   
(a)  Submitted the draft Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2011 
(LEP),   
(b)  Requested a certificate under section 65 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to permit the public exhibition 
of the LEP.   
(c)  Identified issues that needed to be resolved within the LEP. 
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded:  Clr Murray 

Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Waiting for Response from Department of 
Planning 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

 

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/25 

1. That the report by the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services 
on matters for brief mention, or information only, be received and 
noted. 
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded:  Clr Walford 
a) DRAFT WALGETT LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 2011 
b) URBAN ADDRESSING PROJECT 
c) GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM (GPS) SURVEYING 
SOFTWARE 
d) TOWN PLANNER POSITION 
e) CONTRACT BUILDING CERTIFICATION & ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH SERVICES 

Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

(a) In Progress 
(b) In Progress 
(c) In Progress 
(d) In Progress 
(e) In progress 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

 

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/26 

1. This report recommends that the Council notes and 
acknowledges the report submitted in regards to the low water 
pressure at Carinda.  
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Urban 
Infrastructure 

Services 

Action taken with regards water pressure to be 
followed up 

Director 
Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 
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Meeting 
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23 August 
2011 

8/2011/28 

1. That the matters listed by the Director Urban Infrastructure 
Services for brief mention or information only be received and 
noted. 
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded:  Clr Martinez 
1. Construction of Dementia Day Care Centre  
2. Construction of Cumborah Office 
3. Construction of Fox-Warrena St Stormwater Drainage  
4. Walgett Bore bath Lights 
5. Round 2 Regional Infrastructure Projects.  
6. Round 3 Regional Infrastructure Projects 
7. Burren Junction 2nd Evaporation Pond 
8. Burren Junction 1st Evaporation Pond 
9. Lightning Ridge Hot Artesian Spa 
10. Walgett Levee Design 
11.  Water Meter Readings.  
12. Bore Licence Application (Lighting Ridge) 
13. Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program 

Urban 
Infrastructure 

Services 

1. In Progress 
2. Not commenced 
3. Not commenced 
4. Not commenced 
5. In Progress 
6. In Progress 
7. In Progress 
8. In Progress 
9. In Progress 
10. Funds yet to be sourced 
11. In Progress 
12. In Progress 
13. Arrangements outstanding 

Director 
Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 

 

 

Questions 
for the Next 
Meeting 

Would like to find out what vacant blocks so the Shire own in Colly 
plus what are their DP numbersClr Smith 

Corporate 
Services 

List will be circulated at September 2011 Council 
meeting 

Director 
Corporate 
Services  

 

Questions 
for the Next 
Meeting 

Collarenebri needs a bus stop sign on the corner Wilson and 
Herbert Streets not an angle parking sign. Colly to waglett Bus run 
Clr Smith 

Engineering 
Services 

Item will need to be forwarded to the September 
Local Traffic Committee Meeting 

Director 
Engineering 

Services  

 

Questions 
for the Next 
Meeting 

At the last few Council Meetings, things have been taken on notice 
but we never seem to have a response/ For example we asked 
about the maintenance of Skateparks and this still does not seem to 
happen even though we have been told it does. The local police 
man would like to have a skate on it but can't becasue of the cracks 
in the cement.  
Clr Smith 

Governance 

1. Generally issues will be reported back to 
Council. This new process will ensure matters are 
not overlooked 
2. Skatepark issues being further investigated 

General 
Manager  

 

Questions 
for the Next 
Meeting 

Sarah Bull from the Burren Junction preschool has approached me 
asking if Council can provide a bus stop area out the front of the 
preschool. The bus driver is not dropping or picking kids up from 
the preschool as it is not a desginated bus stop area. Can Council 
look into this? 
Clr Keir 

Engineering 
Services 

1. Has been designed and forwarded to all Local 
Traffic Committee members by email for their 
comments 
2. Listed for September Traffic Committee 

Director 
Engineering 

Services  
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23 August 
2011 

8/2011/33 

1. Council note that No. 2 requirement of Resolution 223/6: 
Selection of Preferred Option for Waste Disposal for the town of 
Lightning Ridge has been achieved in this report. 
 
2. Council approve, in principle, to construct a new landfill along the 
Castlereagh Highway and half-way between Walgett and Lightning 
Ridge.   
 
3. Council authorize the General Manager to investigate possible 
site locations along the Castlereagh Highway half-way between 
Walgett and Lightning Ridge. 
 
4.  That a further report be provided at the October Council meeting 
outlining the following items: 
 *  the impact of recycling on future operations 
 *  setting up a transfer station at Lightning Ridge in the shorter term 
 *  continue using the Walgett landfill for all waste once the 
Lightning Ridge landfill closes 
 *  look at locating a centrally located non flood prone site, one-third 
of the way between Walgett and Lightning Ridge, and able to 
service Collarenebri as well to be developed within five years.  
 *  plan to establish transfer stations at Collarenebri, Burren 
Junction, Carinda as well as Lightning Ridge and Walgett 
 *  identify green waste sites 
 *  identify emergency (flood) tip sites 
Moved: Clr Walford Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Urban 
Infrastructure 

Services 
In progress 

Director 
Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 

 

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/34 

1. That Council accept the amended tender of Prominent Fluid 
Controls Pty, Ltd. in the amount of $77,860.00 excluding GST for 
the installation and construction of one fluoride dosing system in 
Collarenebri only. 
 2. That Council advise the Office of Water and Centre of Oral 
Health that the amended Tender of Prominent Fluid Controls Pty, 
Ltd. in the amount of $77,860.00 excluding GST for the installation 
and construction of one fluoride dosing system in Collarenebri only 
has been accepted. 
3. That Council notes that installation and construction of Walgett’s 
fluoride dosing system shall be put on hold pending completion of 
the new water treatment plant due to start in 2012 and the office of 
Water and centre of Oral Health be advised accordingly. 
4. That Council commence training of Collarenebri urban water staff 
in fluoridation monitoring and management.  
5. That Council advise the general public of the installation of the 
fluoride dosing system, its associated health benefits for the future 
of the children of Walgett and Collarenebri townships.    
Moved: Clr Keir Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Urban 
Infrastructure 

Services 
In progress 

Director 
Urban 

Infrastructure 
Services 
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Officer 
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Completed 

23 August 
2011 

8/2011/37 

1. That Council adopt the following resolutions of the Closed 
Committee: 
 
1. Development of a New Landfill for Lightning Ridge 
2. Walgett and Collarenebri Fluoridation Tenders 
3. Tender T81011OROC – Supply, Delivery and Spray of Bitumen 
Spray Sealing 
Moved: Clr Lane Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Governance Appropriate Action being taken 
General 
Manager  
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7. CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET – SEPTEMBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Copies of circulars received 11-19 to 11-21 from the Local Government Division Department of 
Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 
 
Background: 
 
The General Manager has flagged the following circular as requiring the particular attention of 
councillors: 
 

 Circular to Councils 11-19 - Destination 2036 Workshop - Communique 

 Circular to Councils 11-20 - 2010 Census of Local Government Employees - Report on 
Findings 

 Circular to Councils 11-21 - Strategic Tasks Guide 2011-12 
 
All circulars have been emailed to Councillors prior to Council meeting. 
 
Current Position 
 
Considerable has been generated in respect of this workshop and speculation raised of the 
need to reduce the number of metropolitan councils from 40 down to 10. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars 
will be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors under 
separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on Local 
Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

 Circular received from the Division of Local Government – September 2011  

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the information contained in the Departmental circulars 11-19 to 11-21 from the 

Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 

 Circular to Councils 11-19 - Destination 2036 Workshop - Communique 

 Circular to Councils 11-20 - 2010 Census of Local Government Employees - Report on 
Findings 

 Circular to Councils 11-21 - Strategic Tasks Guide 2011-12 
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8. CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AND SHIRES ASSOCIATION OF NSW – SEPTEMBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Copies of weekly circulars received from the Local Government and Shires Association since 23 
August 2011 Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  
 
Background: 
 
The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of councillors: 
 
Issue 32  
Item 13 – Livestock health & Pest Authorities Review 
Item 14 – LGSA Guidelines for a Council Rates Hardship Policy 
Item 17 – National Workforce Development Fund 
Item 23 – Review of NSW Regional Development Act 2004 
 
Issue 33 
Item 12 – Aboriginal Cultural Heritage – New Guidelines 
 
Issue 34 
Item 12 – Restart NSW Fund Bill 2011-09-15 
Item 15 – Finance for Energy Efficiency – Request for Proposals 
 
Issue 35 -  
Item 5 – Funding for RPL and training of Mature Workers 
Item 14 – LHPA Review – Issues Paper 
Item 16 – Local Government Reform Funding – Free Asset management and Long Term 
Strategic and Financial Planning DVD’s and eLearning 
Item 27 – NSW Budget 2011-12 
 
Current Position: 
 
Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any matters of interest with the General 
Manager prior to the Meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and read abreast of Local Government issues 
occurring at Industry level.  
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Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Councillors need to consider the contents of the various circulars and determine what action, if any, 
needs to be taken. 
 

 Circulars received from the NSW Local Government and Shires Association of 
NSW – September 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That: 
 
2. The information contained in the weekly circulars from the NSW Local Government and 

Shires Association be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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9. MONTHLY CALENDAR – SEPTEMBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Monthly calendar of Council activities 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly in-
house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff to plan 
their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when they 
have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send meeting 
notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is received 
meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar and the 
representative(s) names flagged. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The calendar for the months of September to November 2011 is attached. Councillors are 
requested to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors are 
requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming community or 
councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Not applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

 Monthly Calendar – September 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period September to 

November 2011. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Calendar for September to November 2011. 
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21. FEES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 2011/12  

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   11/304 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Pursuant to Section 241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the Local Government Remuneration 
Tribunal determines the categories for Councils and the maximum and minimum fees to be paid 
during the forthcoming Financial Year to Mayors and Councillors within each category. The 
Tribunal released its determinations for the 2011/12 Financial Year on the 28th April 2011. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached is the page from the Tribunal determination which contains the Categories into which 
Councils and County Councils have been placed along with the range of fees that may be paid to 
Mayors and Councillors. Walgett Shire Council is one of 77 Councils categorised as Rural.  
 
Current Position: 
 
All fees have been increased by 4.2%. It is considered appropriate that the maximum Councillor 
fee be adopted and that the additional fee to be applied to the position of Mayor also be the 
maximum permitted. It is recommended that 25% of the Mayor’s fee be allocated to the Councillor 
occupying the position of Deputy Mayor.  Note that the fee for the Deputy Mayor must be allocated 
from the Mayoral fee. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 - 2011 Report and Determinations of the Local Government 
Remuneration Tribunal 
 
Governance issues: 
 
It is considered important that Councillors fees should properly reflect the effort put into this very 
important and at times onerous public office. 
 
The consideration of fees is used at some councils as an opportunity to grandstand and to not 
keep pace with inflation. By adopting the maximum fees set by an Independent Tribunal Council 
can ensure reasonable payment for services rendered. Fees should be reflective of Councillors lost 
income from their usual occupation or the need to pay someone to replace them whilst they are 
absent from their usual employment/role on Council business. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and citizens 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Provision for the fees has been made in the Draft Budget 2011/12 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Fees for Mayor and Councillors 2011/2012 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That: 
 
1.  the Councillor fee for 2009/10 be $9,970 
 
the Mayoral fee for 2009/10 be $21,770 
 
25% of the Mayoral fee be allocated to the Councillor who occupies the position of Deputy Mayor 
 
That as a policy, Councillor fees in future be set at the maximum level set by the Local Government 

Remuneration Tribunal. 

 

Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Determination pursuant to section 241 of Fees for Councillors and Mayors 
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10. CLOSEDOWN OF ADMINISTRATION OVER FESTIVE SEASON 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 

 
Summary: 
 
It is considered efficient for the majority of Council’s operations to close down for the work days 
between Christmas and New Year’s Day. It also suits the needs of the majority of staff to plan 
holidays during the Festive Season.   
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
This year the Boxing Day public holiday falls on Tuesday 27th December, an additional Public 
holiday for Christmas Day has been set for Monday 26th December and New Year’s Day is the 
following Sunday with the Public Holiday scheduled for Monday 2nd January 2012. It is proposed 
that Council operations close down for the three intervening days of Wednesday 28th to Friday 30th 
inclusive. 
 
For the three days of the closedown staff are required to take leave and/or to utilise accumulated 
flexi-time. 
 
During the closedown essential service staff remain on duty in the garbage and water/sewer 
service areas and emergency service staff are rostered to be on call in other areas of Council 
operations. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council staff and residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Staff will be required to take either Annual Leave or accumulative Flex Time during this three day 
period, the three day shutdown will be revenue neutral. Staff rostered to work during the period 
attracts payment of normal rates of pay. 
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 Closedown of Administration over Festive Season 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. Council operations close for the three days 28th to 30th December 2011 and the General 

Manager make satisfactory arrangements for the maintenance of essential services and 
provision of emergency call out services. 

 
2. The closedown be effectively notified to residents along with details of essential service and 

emergency call out arrangements 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Schedule of 2011 Public Holidays from NSW Government Industrial Relations Website 

NSW Public Holidays 2011-2012 

Holidays for NSW under the Banks and Bank Holidays Act 1912. 

 
2011 2012 

New Year's Day Saturday, 1 January Sunday, 1 January 

Additional Day Monday, 3 January Monday, 2 January 

Australia Day  
Wednesday, 26 
January  

Thursday, 26 January 

Good Friday  Friday, 22 April  Friday, 6 April 

Easter Saturday  Saturday, 23 April  Saturday, 7 April 

Easter Sunday Sunday, 24 April Sunday, 8 April 

Easter Monday  #Tuesday, 26 April  Monday, 9 April 

Anzac Day  Monday, 25 April  Wednesday, 25 April 

Queen's Birthday  Monday, 13 June  Monday, 11 June 

**Bank Holiday  Monday, 1 August  Monday, 6 August 

Labour Day  Monday, 3 October  Monday, 1 October 

Christmas Day public 
holiday 

*Sunday, 25 December 
##Monday, 26 
December 

Tuesday, 25 December 

Boxing Day Tuesday, 27 December  
Wednesday, 26 
December 

^ Additional Holiday. 
*  Yet to be proclaimed. 
** Not a state-wide public holiday. 
# Substituted public holiday for Easter Monday. 
## Transferred public holiday for Christmas Day. 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/fullhtml/inforce/act+43+1912+FIRST+0+N/


WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 78 of 181 

11. ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETINGS – TIME, DATES AND VENUES 
FOR 2012 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/657 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council’s Code of Meeting practice   Clause 5 (2) requires “that Council shall, by Resolution set the 
Time, Date and place of Ordinary Meetings of the Council” It is desirable that Council determine its 
meeting schedule for the whole of 2011, to facilitate forward planning. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council has previously determined that Ordinary Meetings of Council should generally be held on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month and that “in any calendar year one Ordinary Meeting of Council 
be held in each of Lightning Ridge, Collarenebri, Rowena, Burren Junction and Carinda”. 
 
Council also resolved at its 22 March 2011 Ordinary Meeting the following: 
 

3/2011/3 Monthly Council meeting for January 

 
Resolution: 
 
That Council resolve to hold a normal monthly meeting in January every year. 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Martinez 
 
Amendment: 
 
That Council resolve to hold its normal monthly December meeting on the last available Tuesday 
before Christmas and bring its February Meeting to the second Tuesday of February. 
 
Moved: Clr Colless 
Seconded: Clr Keir 
 
ON BEING PUT THE AMENDMENT BECAME THE MOTION  
 
ON BEING PUT THE MOTION WAS CARRIED 
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The following schedule provides for Meetings in 2012 to be held on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month other than in February when it is proposed to be held on the second Tuesday (14th 
February) and December, the third Tuesday (18th December). The locations are in the same 
sequence as for 2011. No meeting is scheduled for January. It is proposed that meetings continue 
to commence at 10.00am as has been the practice in the past. 
 

 14th February – Walgett 

 27th March – Lightning Ridge 

 24th April – Collarenebri 

 22nd May – Walgett 

 26th June – Walgett 

 24th July – Rowena 

 28th August – Walgett 

 25th September – Carinda 

 23rd October – Walgett 

 27th November – Burren Junction 

 18th December - Walgett 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Revision 21 December 2010) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and staff  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Ordinary Council meetings – Dates and Venues for 2012 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the schedule of Ordinary Council Meetings for 2012 be outlined as follows: 
 
  14th February – Walgett 
  27th March – Lightning Ridge 
  24th April – Collarenebri 
  22nd May – Walgett 
  26th June – Walgett 
  24th July – Rowena 
  28th August – Walgett 
  25th September – Carinda 
  23rd October – Walgett 
  27th November – Burren Junction 
  18th December - Walgett 
 and that the meetings commence at 10.00am 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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12. DELEGATES AND REPRESENTATIVES TO, AND MEMBERS OF, 
EXTERNAL BODIES 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive - Governance 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1454 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The term of appointment of Council representatives and delegates is one year, terminating in 
September, unless indicated otherwise. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached is a schedule identifying Councillors and staff who are currently involved in external 
bodies on behalf of Council. It should be noted that Councillors Woodcock and Greenaway have 
been elected to the Castlereagh Macquarie County Council for a term of four years. 
 
It should be further noted that: Walgett District Tourism Association no longer exists; the Walgett 
Community College Board constitution now only makes provision for a Councillor member and the 
following have had name changes: 
 

 Crown Reserve 1024168 Over Preserved Opal Fields Management Committee to Lightning 
Ridge & Surrounding Opal Fields Management Reserve Trust 

 Lightning Ridge Mining Group to Lightning Ridge Advisory Board 

 Northern Regional Library to Northwest Slopes & Plains Cooperative Library Service 

 Outback Regional Tourism Organisation to Inland Tourism Organisation 

 Orana Area Consultative Committee to Orana Regional Development Australia 
 
It should also be noted that at the 26 February 2010 Council meeting, Clr Lane was appointed to 
the Management Committee for Crown Reserve 1024168, with the Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services to act as an advisor to the Councillor. 
 
It is suggested that the practice of nominating an alternative council delegate also to cover those 
occasions when the nominated delegate may be unavailable which was introduced in 2010/2011 
be continued. 
 
Council at its meeting on 23 August 2011 resolved to establish a plant committee comprising of 
three Councillors, General Manager and Director Engineering Services.   
 
There have also been instances in the past when Council delegates have been unaware  that 
meetings are being held and appropriate action continue to be taken to overcome this problem in 
the future. 
 
Separate Community Working Parties operate in respect of Walgett, Lightning Ridge, and 
Collarenebri. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
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Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and members of the Executive Team 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Delegates and Representatives to, and members of External bodies 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That members, representatives and delegates be as outlined in the attached schedule with 

the following amendments: 
 
  (To be determined at meeting) 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Schedule of representatives and delegates for 2011/2012 
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COMMITTEE OFFICER COUNCILLOR. 

Australian Airports Association Director Urban Infrastructure Services Not Required 

Bushfire Management Committee Director Engineering Services Clr Murray 

Camps on Claims Working Group (Status to be 
determined) 

Director Planning and Regulatory Services Clr Lane 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  Clr Woodock and Clr Greenaway 

Collarenebri Community Working party Manager Community Services and General Manager Mayor  

Community Safety Precinct Committee General Manager Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

Lightning Ridge & Surrounding Opal Fields 
Management Reserve Trust 

Director Planning and Regulatory Services Clr Lane 

Floodplain Management Authorities Group Director Urban Infrastructure Services Clr Woodock and Clr Keir 

Inland Tourism Organisation Tourism Development Officer & General Manager Clr Martinez 

Kamilaroi Highway Group Tourism Development Officer Not Required 

Lightning Ridge Advisory Board  Delegate Clr Lane 

Alternate Clr Murray 

Lightning Ridge Tourism Board General Manager Clr Martinez 

Lightning Ridge Community Working Party Manager Community Services and General Manager Mayor  

Local Emergency Management Committee General Manager as LEMO Mayor 

Local Government Group of the Namoi 
Catchment Management Authority 

Director Urban Infrastructure Services Clr Keir 

Local Traffic Committee Director Engineering Services and General Manager Clr Colless and Clr Martinez 

Mungindi Menindee Advisory Council  Clr Greenaway and Clr Murray 

Namoi peel Catchment Customer Service 
Committee 

Director Urban Infrastructure Services Clr Keir 

Netwaste Director Urban Infrastructure Services Not Required 

Northwest Slopes & Plains Cooperative Library 
Service 

Director Corporate Services Clr Smith and Clr Keir 

Orana Regional Development Australia General Manager Clr Lane 

Orana Regional Organisations of Council – 
GMAC 

General Manager Not Required 

Orana Regional Organisations of Council 
(OROC) 

General Manager Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

Outback Arts Incorporated Director Corporate Services Clr Keir 

Plant Committee Director Engineering Services and General Manager 3 Councillors 

Regional Procurement Initiative Director Engineering Services Not Required 

Rural Bush Fire Group Management Director Engineering Services Clr Murray 

Saleyards Advisory Committee Director Urban Infrastructure Services Clr Colless 

Shire’s Association of NSW C Division  General Manager Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

Western Division of the Shire’s Association General Manager Mayor and Deputy Mayor 

Walgett Community Working Party  Manager Community Services and General Manager Mayor 

Walgett Community College Board  Clr Murray 

Walgett Shire Interagency Group General Manager Clr Keir 

Weight of Loads Committee Director Engineering Services Clr Colless and Clr Martinez 
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13. ACQUISITION OF CROWN LAND – LIGHTNING RIDGE 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   00/0000 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To consider proposals to acquire crown land at Lightning Ridge for road purposes.  
 
Background: 
 
Two supplementary reports in respect of land acquisition proposals will be circulated prior to the 
meeting. 
 

 Acquisition of Crown Land – Lightning Ridge 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. For information. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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13A. NEW LIGHTNING RIDGE TOWN BORE SITE - LICENCE  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   00/0000 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To endorsed action taken to lease an area of 1800 square metres (part lot 2 DP 1167811) as a site 
for the new Lightning Ridge town bore. 
 
Background: 
 
On Monday 5 September 2011, the trunk water main from the town bore to Lightning Ridge 
township fractured.  By the time the break was located the town reservoir was down to 65% 
capacity, leaving an estimated three days water supply with no readily available alternate water 
supply. 
 
The town bore is located approximately 6 kms west of the township and the break occurred 
approximately 1.5 km from the township.  For approximately 1 km of that distance the trunk main is 
still under approximately 1 metre of flood waters from the January 2011 floods.   
 
The trunk main is buried between one and two metres underground and the flood waters are not 
expected to dissipate until at least February 2012. This hindered access to the repair area and the 
repair options.   
 
Following an inspection by the Mayor, General Manager and other staff, and in view of the fact that 
no ready solution was available, at approximately 4 pm the General Manager (in his capacity of 
Chairperson of the Local Emergency Management Committee) alerted the Acting Local Emergency 
Management Officer (LEMO).  In turn he informed the District Emergency Management Officer 
(DEMO) who again in turn informed the District Emergency Operations Controller (DEOC). 
 
A teleconference was then initiated at 5 pm by the State Emergency Operations Centre (SEOC) 
which involved Walgett Shire Council Representatives, District and Local Emergency Operations 
Controllers, District Emergency Management Officer, Energy and Utilities Services Functional 
Area, Engineering Functional Areas, Transport Services Functional Area and Department of 
Premier and Cabinet. 
 
Initially four options were identified: 

 Water cartage from Walgett (150 km round trip) 

 Access to a secondary supply from the #2 Llanano Bore (pressure and water temperature 
issues)  

 Sinking a new bore (2 or 3 weeks drilling from time drilling rig in position) 

 Repair of the existing trunk main (limited access due to flooding – likely need to construct a 
coffer dam – 3 or 4 weeks delay) 

 
Further meetings of the LEMC and SEOC were arranged for 9 am and 12 noon on Tuesday 6 
August respectively.  As a result, State Engineering Services Functional Area was tasked to 
arrange for a commercial diver to travel to Lightning Ridge to inspect the fracture and determine 
what treatment options may be available. 
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At the same time Council officers and two Energy and Utility Services engineers who had arrived 
on site continued to work on assessing the feasibility of the other three options. 
 
It was agreed that water carting could be sourced from the #1 Llanao bore, a distance of 15 km 
from Lightning Ridge but a further problem was identified in the need to pump water vertically 30 
metres into the town reservoir. 
 
A further SEOC teleconference was arranged for 12 noon on Wednesday 7 September.  
 
A three man Energy and Utility Services dive team arrived on site around lunch time on 
Wednesday and in the interim the possibility of a tapping band or elbow failure had been identified.   
 
After severe water restrictions were put in place the town reservoir appeared to be losing about 
10% capacity per day – indicating that the problem may not be a complete breach in the trunk 
main. 
 
Various other emergency measures addressing water quality, health issues and fire fighting 
capacity were put into place.  Leaflet drops and media releases wer prepared by Walgett Shire to 
keep the local community aware of progress being made in fixing the problem 
 
Late on Wednesday afternoon a broken pipeline flange was found to be the problem by the divers 
and the problem repaired. 
 
As a result of the temporary repairs required it was necessary to disconnect the supply to the 
Lightning Ridge Miners’ Association caretakers’ residences and action is being taken to install a 
temporary supply line to these premises. 
 
By Thursday pumping was restored and full town reservoir capacity was restored overnight Friday. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As indicated earlier, the trunk main is likely to remain under water until the end of February 2012.  
It is an unknown quantity as to whether or not the repairs will hold until permanent repairs can be 
made once the water recedes. 
 
As a result, a decision has been made to proceed and put the three back up options in place as a 
precautionary measure. 
 
In order to secure a site for a new town bore, a licence has been arranged with NSW Primary 
Industries, pending the compulsory acquisition of the site as acquisition may take up to six months. 
 
Drilling of the new bore by a NSW Office of Water Groundwater Drilling will commence within the 
next few days and is estimated to take two or three weeks to complete. 
 
Arrangements have also been made with Essential Energy to fast track the supply of electricity to 
the new bore site.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Bore Licence R1 491528 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
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Environmental issues: 
 
An assessment under Part 5 EPAA is required prior to commencement.  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council 
Lightning Ridge residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Provision was made in the current budget for the provision of a new bore at Lightning Ridge - 
Water Supply Fund $400,000. 
 
Legal Issues: 
 
Council will need to proceed with the compulsory acquisition of the new bore site as 
soon as possible.  The first step is to have a surveyor prepare a plan of acquisition an 
this process is in train. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
To formalise the temporary licence agreement Council needs to endorse the action taken in 
securing the licence and execute the agreement under the Common Seal of Council  
 

 New Lightning Ridge Town Bore Site - Licence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council endorse the action taken in securing a temporary licence (R1 491528) over 

part of lot 2 DP 1167811 for the establishment of the new Lightning Ridge town bore the 
licence and execute the agreement with the NSW Department of Primary Industries under 
the Common Seal of Council. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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13B  PROPOSED COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND – 
WOOLOROO ROAD – LIGHTNING RIDGE 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/130 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To approve the compulsory acquisition of land, being lots 1004, 1005, 1006 and 1007 in DP 
1117849 at Wooloroo Road, Lightning Ridge.  
 
Background: 
 
At its meeting on 28 September, 2009 Council resolved to note and raise no objection to the 
dedication of a 450 square metre area between the Wooloroo Road and Western Lands lease 
(WLL) 13301 (lot 57 DP 705026) as public road under Section 12 of the Roads Act, 1993 providing 
that the owner of the Western Lands Lease (L.C. and H.D. Matson) accepted responsibility for 
maintaining the driveway and associated culvert located within the area and no costs in converting 
the are to a public road were in curred by Council. 
 
Earlier, in November 2007, after agreeing to acquire Crown land at lightning Ridge for a public road 
(Wooloroo Road), Council had sent a plan of the proposed acquisition to LPI NSW and it was 
subsequently issued a DP number of DP1117849.  The plan however is not a true plan under the 
Real Property Act until such time as the acquisition process is completed and the acquisition is 
gazetted.  The gazettal basically ratifies the plan. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The acquisition process has apparently stalled at a Council level and the LPI will not allow the 
registration of the second plan (the 450 square metre area) until Council’s acquisition process is 
finalised. 
 
Accordingly it is now necessary for Council to resolve: 
 

 That Council acquire by compulsory acquisition the land described as Lots 1004, 1005, 
1006 & 1007 in Deposited Plan 1117849 under section 178 of the Roads Act 1993 for Road 
Construction and Dedication. 

 That Council apply to the Minister and/or Governor for approval to acquire the subject land 
by compulsorily process under the Land Acquisition (Just Terms) Compensation Act 1991. 

 That all minerals are to be excluded from the compulsory acquisition of the subject land. 

 That upon acquisition, the subject land be classified operational land. 

 That any necessary documentation be executed under the common seal of Council. 
 
Once Council has resolved as outlined above, it will be necessary to make application to the 
Division of Local Government, Premier’s and Cabinet Department for approval to proceed with the 
acquisition. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
WWL 13301 and DP 117849 
 
Governance issues: 
 
The adjoining land owners appear to have been attempting to gain legal access to their property for 
approximately Ten (10) years 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Any costs involved will be sourced from existing budget allocations. 
 
Legal Issues: 
 
As the road has been in existence for more than 30 years, it would appear that native title may 
have been extinguished but this matter needs to be clarified during the acquisition process. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council should proceed with compulsory acquisition of Lots 1004, 1005, 1006, and 1007 in DP 
1117849 for dedication as public road. 
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 Proposed Acquisition of Land – Wooloroo Road – Lightning Ridge 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That:  
 
1. Council acquire by compulsory acquisition the land described as Lots 1004, 1005, 1006 & 

1007 in Deposited Plan 1117849 under section 178 of the Roads Act 1993 for Road 
Construction and Dedication. 

 
2. Council apply to the Minister and/or Governor for approval to acquire the subject land by 

compulsorily process under the Land Acquisition (Just Terms) Compensation Act 1991. 
 
3. That all minerals are to be excluded from the compulsory acquisition of the subject land. 
 
4. That upon acquisition, the subject land be classified operational land. 
 
5. That any necessary documentation be executed under the common seal of Council. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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14. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM GENERAL MANAGER – SEPTEMBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   11/298 

 

 
1. Self Help Subsidy Scheme for Walgett – SBS Application 

Council has received approval for an SBS Self Help Retransmission Subsidy for SBS in 
Walgett. .The subsidy will allow Council to install the equipment needed to supply Walgett 
residents with SBS Analogue Radio. – may need Council report or a separate resolution 
 

2. Passing of Councillor Fifield – Greater Hume Shire Council 
Clr Allan Fifield passed away on Thursday 8 September. Allan was a Councillor of Culcairn 
Shire Council for 38 years (and until the amalgamation) in 2004 including 18 terms as Shire 
President/Mayor. Allan also served as President of the Shires Association of NSW and was 
a Patron. 

 
3. Request from Transcultural Community Council (TCC) 

Council has received a request from the Lightning Ridge Transcultural Community Council 
to meet with representatives from Council to discuss funding support and the future of the 
TCC as a service provider in Lightning Ridge. (Attachment A)  

 
4. Correspondence from Motions passed at the Western Division Conference 

Council has received correspondence in relation to Motions that were passed at the last 
Western Division Conference. The five letters are on the following subjects, (Attachment B): 
 

 Wool Bales and bull bars 

 Bail 

 Roadside vegetation on roads in the western region 

 Changing the criteria for natural disaster restoration funding and funding support for 
Local Government to maintain and improve roads.  

 ‘Flood roads’ on Western Lands Leases  
 
5. PCYC Proposal 

A meeting has been held with interested stakeholders to develop a grant application for this 
project.  Applications close 31 October 2011 and it is anticipated all necessary 
investigations and costings will be completed by mid October 
 

6. Air Services 
Further negotiations have been held in the last few weeks with regards the re-introduction 
of regular passenger transport air services to western ports.  A more detailed report will be 
prepared for Council’s October meeting. 
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7. Acute Care Beds – Walgett Hospital 

The issue of four transitional aged care beds being introduced at the Walgett Hospital at the 
expense of four acute care beds has not yet been satisfactorily resolved.   
 
The issue remains that the local health service is unable to guarantee that in the event of 
the four transitional aged care beds being transferred to another location that the four acute 
care beds they will initially replace will not be restored. 
 
Increased bed occupancy in recent times means that it is imperative that a guarantee be 
given prior to any action being taken.  
 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from General Manager – 
September 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the General Manager for brief mention or information be received 

and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Letter from Lightning Ridge and Region Transcultural Community Council – 6/9/2011 
B – 5 Letters to Western Division Association  
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15. CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 AUGUST 2011  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 31 
August 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank and 
invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account at any 
time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
 
As at 31 August 2011 the operational bank account’s balance was $4,181,799.26. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

Operational Account Bank Reconciliation

As at 31August 2011

$

Opening Ledger Account Balance as at 1 August 2011 1,173,369.57       

Add: Receipts 5,833,963.96       

Add: Recalled Investments

Less: New Investments

Less: Payments (2,825,534.27)      

Closing Ledger Balance as at 31 August 2011 4,181,799.26       

Balance as per Bank Statement  as at 31 August 2011 4,443,034.99       

Add: Receipts not banked 338,574.45          

Less: Payments not presented (599,810.18)         

Closing Balance of Bank Account 4,181,799.26        
 
No Term Deposits were recalled in August 2011. 
No new Term Deposits were made in August 2011. 
 
 
As at 31 August 2011 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was $5,274,493.99. 
The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits       $5,250,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $     24,493.99 
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The market values disclosed for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market 
values as at 31 October 2010 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
09/1772/0009  August 2011 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-02/008 Investments Report To Council 2011-2012 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
NIL 
 
Conclusion: 
 
As at 31 August 2011 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$9,456,293.25 represented by: 
 
Working Account Balance   $4,181,799.26 
Investments    $5,274,493.99 
  

 Cash on Hand and Investment Report as at 31 August 2011  

 
Recommendation: 
 
2. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 August 2011 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Investment Report 
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16. OUTSTANDING RATES & CHARGES REPORT AS AT 30 JUNE 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate & Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Fiona McKenzie – Finance Officer (Rates & Debt Recovery) 

FILE NUMBER:   11/288 

 

 
Summary:  
 
This report shows the balance of Council’s outstanding rates and charges as at 30 June 
2011. 
 
Background:  
 
N/A 
 
Current Position: 
 
Total outstanding rates & charges as at 30 June 2011 is $1,122,364.77. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Rates Summary Trial Balance 
Control Summary Listing 
Legal Journals Listing 
 
Governance issues: 
 
N/A 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Revenue unavailable for Council use 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Ensure debt recovery procedures adhered to, to improve collection rate 
 
Conclusion: 
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 Outstanding Rates & Charges Report as at 30 June 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the Outstanding Rates & Charges Report as at 30 June 2011. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Outstanding Rates Report  
 

OUTSTANDING RATES & CHARGES REPORT 
  

     REPORT ON RATES AND CHARGES - 30 June 2011 
   

     

    
Jun-11 

Arrears as at 30 June 2010 
   

830,238.48  

Legal Fees as at 30 June 2010 
   

133,471.76  

Total arrears as at 30 June 2010 
   

963,710.24  

     Current Year Activity 
    Legal fees 
   

42,383.66  

Adjusted Levy 
   

7,426,002.56  

Interest 
   

59,871.88  

Payments 
   

(7,092,820.59)  

Pensioner Concessions 
   

(167,475.19)  

Adjustments 
   

(1,662.11)  

Discount 
   

(88,504.82)  

Special Rebate Council 
   

(19,140.86)  

     
Total Outstanding $ 

  
1,122,364.77 

     COMPARISON WITH 2010/2011 
    

  
Jun-10 

 
Jun-11 

Current 
 

374,605.66  
 

453,453.27  

Arrears 
 

302,891.24  
 

363,620.71  

Interest b/f from previous years 
 

105,414.60  
 

115,366.24  

Current year interest  
 

47,326.98  
 

55,517.95  

Legals 
 

133,471.76  
 

134,406.60  

     
Total Outstanding $ 963,710.24  

 
1,122,364.77  

     Total YTD Collected 
    

    
Jun-11 

Collected YTD % of Arrears and Levy 
   

87% 

Collected YTD % of Levy 
   

98% 
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17. NON-URBAN WATER CONNECTION REQUEST, COLLARENEBRI 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/307 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A request has been received for Council to enable a water connection for a residence which is 
located outside of the urban zone at Collarenebri.  It is recommended that Council refuse the 
request. 
 
Background: 
 
At a Council meeting held on 27 April 2010 Walgett Shire Council adopted a policy titled “Policy for 
water supply in non-urban areas” (Attachment A) after considering various issues associated with 
spur mains supplying water outside the urban areas of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. 
 
Current position: 
 
In a letter dated 9 August 2011 Richard Cochrane has requested the “Shire’s permission to 
connect to the filtered water line at my property ‘Capratac’ 204 Gundabloui Rd Collarenebri” 
(Attachment B).  Mr Cochrane also provided a letter from Collarenebri Meats Pty Ltd which 
indicates that it has no objection to his proposal to connect to the pipeline which services the 
abattoir site (Attachment C). 
 
‘Capratac’ is located about 1.3km east of the Collarenebri urban area along the Gundabloui Road. 
 
Issues that arise include: 

 Agreement to the request would be inconsistent with Council’s policy titled “Water supply in 
non-urban areas”. 

 An activity application has not yet been lodged for a water connection under section 68 of 
the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
* Walgett Shire Council Policy titled “Water supply in Non-urban Areas”, adopted 27 April 
2010. 
* Local Government Act 1993 (especially Chapter 7, Part 1 - activity approvals). 
* NSW Plumbing and Drainage Code of Practice. 
* Auspec New South Wales Development Design Specification - D11 Water Reticulation. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, 
which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
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Consistency:- It is good practice for Council to be consistent with established policies when making 
decisions.  In rare cases there may be compelling reasons to do otherwise, especially where there 
are demonstrable public benefits. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
No significant environmental issues are expected to arise. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Richard Cochrane, Collarenebri Meats Pty Ltd, Walgett Shire Council, existing urban water supply 
users. 
 
Financial implications: 
 
Consistent application of Council’s policy for water supply in non-urban areas facilitates cost 
effective operation and maintenance of urban water supply systems.  Alternatively, permitting 
additional ad-hoc non-urban water connections will inevitably create inequities and adversely 
affecting cost-effective water supply. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Agreement – Council could agree to allow the connection if it felt the circumstances justified 
variation from it’s policy for “Water supply in non-urban areas”.  To formalise an approval for 
connection it will be necessary for Richard Cochrane to lodge an Activity Application for a water 
connection with Walgett Shire Council under section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Processing of the application would require, or involve: 
* Written consent from the Western Lands Commission, to comply with sub-section 78(3) of the 

Local Government Act 1993. 
* Payment of the 2011-2012 water connection fee, $700. 
* A condition of approval which states that the water connection must not be extended to 

service other properties. 
* A condition of approval which states that any water supply work (B1 activity) within the 

connected land must also have approval from Council under section 68 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

* Include an advisory note in any approval which indicates that Council provides no guarantee 
regarding the minimum water pressure or volume that will be available via the connection, 
because it is outside the Collarenebri urban water supply area. 

 
This option is not recommended for various reasons, including that it would: 
* Be a variation from Council’s policy for “Water supply in non-urban areas”. 
* Create expectations that Council would agree to similar requests from other parties, for 

example in non-urban areas on the fringes of Walgett and Lightning Ridge. 
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Conclusion: 
 

 Request for agreement for water connection – Richard Cochrane 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Not agree to Richard Cochrane’s request to allow the connection of the property ‘Capratac’ 

204 Gundabloui Road to the Collarenebri urban water supply system because supplying 
filtered water outside the urban area would be inconsistent with Walgett Shire Council’s policy 
titled “Water supply in non-urban areas”.  That policy excludes the supply of water from non-
urban areas in the absence of substantial and clear public benefits. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
ATTACHMENT A – WSC Policy – Water supply in non-urban areas 
ATTACHMENT B – LETTER OF 9-8-2011 FROM RICHARD COCHRANE 
ATTACHMENT C – LETTER OF 6-8-2011 FROM COLLARENEBRI MEATS PTY LTD 
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ATTACHMENT A – WSC POLICY – WATER SUPPLY IN NON-URBAN AREAS 
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ATTACHMENT B – LETTER OF 9-8-2011 FROM RICHARD COCHRANE 
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ATTACHMENT C – LETTER OF 6-8-2011 FROM COLLARENEBRI MEATS PTY LTD 
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18. DRAFT POLICY – GEOLOGICAL RESOURCE EXPLORATION 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/286 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council recently resolved to formulate a policy regarding applications for seismic surveys.  A draft 
policy has been prepared and it is recommended that Council adopt the policy. 
 
Background: 
 
At a meeting held on 26 July 2011 Walgett Shire Council made a series of resolutions arising from 
recent community concern regarding coal seam gas exploration in the region, as follows: 

 
And: 

 
 
Current position: 
 
A draft policy titled “P&R – Geological Resource Exploration on Council Land” has been formulated 
(Attachment A) for Council’s consideration.  The draft policy has been formulated with regard for 
the apparent intent of the resolution and also covers situations where resource development is 
proposed on Council land. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
* Local Government Act 1993 
* Crown Lands Act 1989 
* Mining Act 1992 
* Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of the 

area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the principles 
of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
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* to bear in mind that it is the custodian and trustee of public assets and to effectively plan for, 
account for and manage the assets for which it is responsible 

* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
* to facilitate the involvement of councillors, members of the public, users of facilities and 

services and council staff in the development, improvement and co-ordination of local 
government 

 
Environmental issues: 
 
A core element of the policy is that Council will not agree to access for resource exploration to land 
that it controls unless it believes that there is no potential for significant adverse environmental 
outcomes. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Geological resource explorers, public, Walgett Shire Council, NSW Government. 
 
Financial implications: 
 
None known or expected. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Adopt a policy to deny access:- Council could adopt a policy to deny access to Council owned or 
occupied land for all resource exploration or development, regardless of the merits of a given 
proposal.  This approach is not recommended because it may deny the community opportunities 
for future economic diversification, even though there may be no significant adverse social, 
economic or environmental impacts. 
 
Adopt a policy to permit access:- Council could adopt a policy to permit access to Council owned or 
occupied land for all resource exploration or development based on the expectation that such 
activity will be appropriately managed by the explorer and the Mineral Resources division, NSW 
Department of Trade and Investment, Regional Infrastructure and Services (DTIRIS).  This 
approach is not recommended because the explorer and DTIRIS are unlikely to be fully aware of 
matters likely to be of concern to Council. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Policy for geological resource exploration on Council land 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Adopt the policy titled “P&R – Geological Resource Exploration on Council Land”. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Attachments: 
 
ATTACHMENT A – Draft policy for Geological Resource Exploration on Council Land 
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ATTACHMENT A – Draft policy for Geological Resource Exploration on Council Land 
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19. LOCAL HERITAGE FUND GRANT APPLICATIONS 2011-2012  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/213 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Owners of private items that have been proposed for listing as a local heritage item have been 
invited to apply for a grant from Council’s Local Heritage Fund to assist with conservation and 
restoration work.  It is recommended that the grants be allocated from the fund in accordance with 
recommendations provided by Council’s Heritage Advisor. 
 
Background: 
 
In a letter dated 20 July 2011 Walgett Shire Council wrote to 59 land owners of items proposed for 
listing as local heritage items within the Walgett Local Environmental Plan.  Letters were not sent 
for items owned by a public authority (State Government, Council). 
 
The letter indicated that grants of between $500 and $3,000 were available from the Walgett Shire 
Local Heritage Fund to assist owners undertake conservation and maintenance works on heritage 
buildings and places.  Owners are required to at least match Council’s contribution. 
 
Current position: 
 
Three applications for grants were received.  Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray 
Christison of High Ground Consulting, evaluated the applications and has recommended that the 
grants be dispersed as shown in the table below.   
 

Address Study 
No. 

Applicant Works Cost Request Recommen
ded 

Come-by-
Chance hall 

37 Jane Keir Repair & treat floors $5,000 $3,000 $2,500 

Glenburnie 
Stables 

141 P & C. Marshall Finish restoration & 
paint stables 

$7,350 $3,675 $3,675 

Milrea 151 Milrea Pastoral 
Company 

Restoration & 
conservation of 
barracks 

$10,395 $4,500 $4,500 

    $22,745 $11,175 $10,675 

 
The total value of the recommended grants is $10,675, from a budget of $25,500, which will leave 
an additional $14,825 for any appropriate additional projects that may be identified by Council’s 
Heritage Advisor. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Report of the Community Based Heritage Study of Walgett Shire, April 2008. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes:  
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* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of the 

area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the principles 
of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Grants from the Local Heritage Fund are one of the most significant methods by which Council 
facilitates the retention and conservation of local heritage items. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public, affected land owners, Walgett Shire. 
 
Financial implications: 
 
There is an established budget of $25,500 for the Local Heritage Fund.  If Council manages the 
fund in accordance with the requirements of the Heritage Branch of the NSW Office of Environment 
& Heritage, that agency will reimburse one third (33%) of the grants funded by Council, up to a 
maximum of $8,500.  Council must submit a claim at the end of the financial year to obtain 
Heritage Branch funding.  A key requirement of the funding agreement is that the fund be 
dispersed with regard for the recommendations of Council’s Heritage Advisor. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Decline to offer grants:- Council could decline to offer local heritage fund grants.  For the owners of 
items proposed as local heritage items, and other people concerned about heritage, this would 
probably be seen as an adverse outcome. 
 
Vary the grant amounts:- Council could increase or decrease the amount of local heritage fund 
grants.  In this context it is relevant to note that: 
* The amounts have been recommended by Council’s Heritage Advisor with regard for the 

circumstances involved.   
* The Milrea barracks are associated with Councillor Murray and the Come-by-Chance hall is 

associated with Councillor Keir. 
* From a public accountability perspective it is desirable that the funds are distributed purely on 

a merit basis. 
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Conclusion: 
 

 Local Heritage Fund grant applications 2011-2012 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Disperse $10,675 from the Walgett Shire Council Local Heritage Fund 2011-2012 in the 

following manner: 
  (a)  $2,500 for floor repair and treatment of the Come-by-Chance hall, Colless St., Come-

by-Chance. 
  (b)  $3,675 to finish restoration & painting of the “Glenburnie” stables, Burren Junction. 
  (c)  $4,500 for restoration & conservation of the “Milrea” barracks, Walgett. 
 
2. Note that $14,825 has not yet been allocated from the local heritage fund budget and request 

Council’s Heritage Advisor to encourage further grant applications from any eligible and 
interested parties for Council’s consideration. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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19A. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION, LPG STORAGE TANK  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director of Planning & Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   DA2011/018 

 

 
Summary:  
 
A Development Application has been lodged for an LPG storage tank at Lightning Ridge.  It is 
recommended that Council resolve to approve the application subject to appropriate development 
consent conditions.  
 
Background: 
 
Walgett Shire Council has received a Development Application from Hazkem P/L on the Caltex 
Service Station site (lot 2, DP 623130) at the corner of Morilla and Onyx Streets at Lightning Ridge.  
The proposed development includes the:  
* Removal of a 4.2 kilolitre above ground LPG storage vessel. 
* Installation of a 14.5 kilolitre above ground LPG storage vessel.  
* Construction of a fire rated block wall. 
 
Current position: 
 
A development assessment report has been prepared and is included as Attachment A.  Three 
letters objecting to the proposed development have been received (Attachments B, C & D). 
 
Relevant reference documents/policies: 
 
* Application documents for DA2011/018.  
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* ‘Hazardous and Offensive Development Application Guidelines – Applying SEPP33’, 

published January 2011 by Dept. of Planning. 
* ‘Liquefied Petroleum Gas Automotive Retail Outlets – Hazardous Industry Locational 

Guidelines No. 1’, published 1993 by the Dept. of Planning. 
* ‘Hazardous Industry Planning Advisory Paper No. 12 - Hazard Related Conditions of Consent’, 

published January 2011 by Dept. of Planning 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a motion for 
a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors voting for and 
against the motion must be recorded. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
See the attached Development Application assessment report. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, community, applicant, neighbours, potential customers. 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Approve (with additional condition):- Within the assessment report consideration is given to 
imposing a mandatory condition of development consent which requires the establishment of a 
concrete driveway.  As noted therein (page 8 & 9), it is believed that it would be unreasonable to 
impose a mandatory condition under current circumstances. 
 
Refuse:- If the application was refused, it would be appropriate to provide clear reasons for refusal 
based on the evaluation criteria contained in section 79C of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979.  The available information suggests that there is no reasonable basis for 
refusing the application. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Development Application, LPG Storage Tank 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 

1. Approve Development Application 2011/018 by Hazkem Pty Ltd on the Caltex Service 

Station site (lot 2, DP 623130) at the corner of Morilla and Onyx Streets at Lightning Ridge, 
subject to the conditions of development consent recommended by Walgett Shire Council’s 
Director of Planning & Regulatory Services.  The proposed development includes: 

  (a)  Removal of a 4.2 kilolitre above ground LPG storage vessel. 
  (b)  Installation of a 14.5 kilolitre above ground LPG storage vessel.  
  (c)  Construction of a fire rated block wall. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Development Assessment Report 
B – Objection letter dated 14-7-2011 from Lionel & Debra Bell. 
C – Objection letter dated 8-7-2011 from Lightning Ridge Historical Society. 
D – Objection letter dated 12-7-2011 from Andrew & Joanne Lindsay. 
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ATTACHMENT A – DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT REPORT 
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ATTACHMENT B – OBJECTION LETTER DATED 14-7-2011 FROM LIONEL & DEBRA 
BELL 
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ATTACHMENT C – OBJECTION LETTER DATED 8-7-2011 FROM HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
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ATTACHMENT D – OBJECTION LETTER DATED 12-7-2011 FROM A & J LINDSAY 
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19B. SUBMISSION TO VARY CODES SEPP  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director Planning & Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   11/282 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Recently the Department of Planning and Infrastructure invited submissions from Councils for local 
exclusions and inclusions to State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying 
Development) 2008.  It is recommended that Council resolve to endorse the submission of a 
request for a variation to the policy to enable dwellings on the preserved opal fields to be re-
instated as a form of complying development. 
 
Background: 
 
Under the provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, ‘Complying 
development’ is a legal classification for development that does not require any environmental 
assessment, because it is regarded as low risk and low impact.  Within the Walgett Shire 
development standards for ‘complying development’ are currently defined by State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development) 2008 (AKA as the Codes SEPP).  The 
diagram below provides an overview of the various classifications for development. 
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Sub-section 85A(7) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 provides that Council 
cannot refuse an application for a Complying Development Certificate (CDC) which complies with 
the relevant development standards and regulatory requirements (eg plans and specifications 
demonstrate compliance with the Building Code of Australia).  Conditions that apply to a CDC are 
specified by the Codes SEPP. 
 
In 2010-2011 council processed 17 out of 51 (33%) of development proposals as complying 
development with the estimated value of that development being $7,066,830 (60% of the total 
development value approved by Council).  In previous years typically about 50% of development 
proposals within the Shire have been dealt with as complying development. 
 
Amendments to the Codes SEPP on 31 December 2010 mean that all new dwellings and 
outbuildings on the ‘preserved’ opal fields are now excluded from being complying development.  
This change affects about 1,800 mining camps (rural dwellings) on the Lightning Ridge, 
Grawin/Glengarry and Old Coorcoran opal fields. 
 
Current Position: 
 
In an e-mail dated 5-8-2011 the Department of Planning and Infrastructure invited Council to 
nominate local inclusions and exclusions for the Codes SEPP. 
 
Given that mining camps were dealt with as complying development until 31 December 2010, a 
submission has been drafted requesting their reinstatement as a form of complying development 
on ‘preserved’ opal fields, given that: 
* There is no significant public benefit arising from excluding them as complying development. 
* The complexities of the Development Application and Construction Certificate application 

process creates unnecessary costs and red tape for people who are frequently from 
disadvantaged socio-economic groups and/or of a non-English speaking background. 

* Red tape discourages people from seeking Council approvals for buildings, thereby increasing 
the frequency of unauthorised buildings as well as buildings that do not comply with the 
Building Code of Australia  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development) 2008. 
* Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy, prepared by Edge Land Planning, 

dated June 2010. 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, 
which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of the 

area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the principles 
of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
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Voting:- Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a 
motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors 
voting for and against the motion must be recorded. 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Minimal significant environment impact is expected if mining camps are reinstated as a form of 
complying development on the preserved opal fields, given that: 
* There has been extensive opal mining activity in these areas. 
* Mining camps are already a significant land use in those areas. 
* The environment is already altered from its natural state. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, Department of Planning and Infrastructure, mining camp residents and 
owners. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
None known or expected. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Do nothing:- Doing nothing would mean that new dwellings and dwelling alterations would require 
approval via a Development Application and Construction Certificate application. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Submission to vary the Codes SEPP 2008 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Endorse the submission of a request to the Department of Planning & Infrastructure for a local 

variation to State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development) 2008 
to remove the following requirements under ‘Part 3A Rural Housing Code’ for the Walgett 
LGA: 

  (a) Sub-clause 3A.2(1)(a), 3A.3(1)(a) and 3A.5(1)(a) for dwellings, alterations and ancillary 
development in an RU1 equivalent zone which requires a minimum lot size of 4,000m2. 

  (b) Sub-clause 3A.19(e)(iv) which requires a dwelling house or outbuilding to be located at 
least 250m away from any land used for mines. 

 
2. Note that the intent of requesting a variation to State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt 

and Complying Development) 2008 is to re-instate dwellings (mining camps) on the 
‘preserved’ opal fields as a form of complying development under the Environmental Planning 
& Assessment Act 1979. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
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A – MAPS OF SITES WHERE COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT IS EXCLUDED 
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ATTACHMENT A – MAPS OF SITES WHERE COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT IS EXCLUDED 
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19C. 2010-2011 STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1523 

 
 
Summary: 
 
A draft Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report for 2010-2011 has been prepared.  It is 
recommended that Walgett Shire Council publicly exhibit the report and invite submissions. 
 
Background: 
 
Currently Councils are required to prepare a supplementary State of the Environment report (SOE) 
for each financial year and make that report available to the public, as well as submitting it to the 
Division of Local Government, Department of Premier and Cabinet.  Supplementary reports 
provide an update on existing issues, as well as outlining new ones that have arisen since the 
previous SOE. 
 
Walgett Shire Council is committed to developing a Community Strategic Plan by 30 June 2012, in 
conjunction with recent legislative changes.  It is expected that this will lead to greater integration 
between Council’s planning processes and future state of the environment reporting. 
 
Circular 11-18 from The Division of Local Government states: 

 
 
Current position: 
 
A draft SOE report has been prepared and a digital copy (pdf file) was circulated to Councillors via 
e-mail and a hard copy will be provided at the Council meeting. 
 
Former clause 220 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires Council to consult 
with the community regarding a State of the Environment Report. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

 Circular 11-18 from The Division of Local Government, dated 8 August 2011. 

 Local Government Act 1993. 

 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, especially former clauses 218 to 226. 
 
Governance issues: 
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Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of the 

area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the principles 
of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
The SOE report provides the community with an overview of key environmental issues within the 
Shire. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, community, Division of Local Government – Department of Premier and 
Cabinet. 
 
Financial implications: 
 
Costs associated with the preparation of the draft SOE report have been met from existing 
budgets. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
 
Do nothing:- If the draft SOE report is not released for public comment, then Council will have 
failed to comply with clause 220 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 which 
requires community consultation regarding a State of the Environment Report. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Draft LEP heritage schedule 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the draft Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report for 2010-2011. 
 
2. Publicly exhibit the draft Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report for 2010-2011 for a 

minimum of two weeks and invite public submissions on the report, including: 
  (a) Advertising in the Walgett Spectator and The Ridge News. 
  (b) Advertising and making the report available via Councils’ web site. 
 
3. Consider any submissions received from the public regarding the draft Walgett Shire State of 

the Environment Report for 2010-2011 at the end of the public exhibition period. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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19D. COMPANION ANIMAL WELFARE SCHEME 2011-2012 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland, General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/313 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides information on the RSPCA’s proposed Companion Animal Welfare Scheme for 
2011.  It is recommended that Council resolve to write to the RSPCA indicating it’s support for the 
program. 
 
Background: 
 
Each year for the previous five years, Walgett Shire Council has sponsored the RSPCA to operate 
a Companion Animal Welfare Scheme (CAWS) within Walgett Shire as detailed in Attachment A.  
That sponsorship included: 
* A monetary contribution of $10,000 for expenses incurred in undertaking the program. 
* Providing microchips to identify animals treated under the program. 
 
As noted in the e-mail, the CAWS program appears to be making a significant contribution to a 
progressive reduction in the number of dogs Council euthanizes on an annual basis. 
 
Council has not established a budget to sponsor the program during 2011-2012. 
 
Current position: 
 
Veterinarian Enid Coupe and the RSPCA have recently made representations to the General 
Manager indicating that they believe the CAWS program has significant public benefits, hence 
Council should establish a budget to enable it to operate during 2011-2012. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of the 

area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the principles 
of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 

principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
Council is also responsible for enforcing the Companion Animals Act 1998. 
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Environmental issues: 
 
The CAWS program include desexing of dogs and appears to be resulting in a significant reduction 
in the numbers of unwanted pups being surrendered to Council.  In turn this contributes to a 
reduction in the number of roaming dogs.  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public, RSPCA, Walgett Shire 
 
Financial implications: 
 
Costs that will be incurred by Council participating in the program include: 
* $8,000 sponsorship to the RSPCA for the program.  This can be funded from contingencies 

fund in the 2011/2012 budget. 
* Cost of microchips used to identify animals treated under the program. 
* Regulatory Officer’s time and equipment supporting the program. 
 
9. Alternative solutions/options: 
 
No sponsorship:-  Council could decline to provide sponsorship for this year’s Companion Animal 
Welfare Scheme.  Over time this course of action is likely to lead to an increase in the annual 
number of seized animals that are euthanaised by Council. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Companion Animal Welfare Scheme 2011-2012 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That:  
 
6. Allocate a budget of $8,000 from contingencies fund for sponsorship of the RSPCA NSW 

2011 Companion Animal Welfare Scheme (CAWS) in Walgett Shire. 
 
7. Inform the RSPCA NSW via letter that Walgett Shire Council: 
  (a)  Has allocated $8,000 for 2011/2012 to support the CAWS program.  This money will 

be paid upon completion of the proposed program and the supply of a suitable 
invoice. 

  (b)  Will provide microchips to identify animals treated under the program. 
  (c)  Thanks the RSPCA for its ongoing efforts within the Walgett Shire to improve 

companion animal welfare. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
ATTACHMENT A – E-mail dated 22 June 2011 from RSPCA regarding 2011 CAWS program 
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ATTACHMENT A – E-mail dated 22 June 2011 from RSPCA regarding 2011 CAWS program 
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20. REVIEW OF WATER METER POLICY 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:  Siegfredo O Coralde – Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1403 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends Council to note and approve the Water Meter Policy Rev. 2 effective 27 
September 2011.  
 
Background: 
 
In 25 August 2009, Council resolved the following Resolution 273/09: Water Meter Policy: 
 

 
 
Though water meters were successfully installed in Walgett, Collarenebri, Rowena, Lightning 
Ridge and Carinda townships in early 2010, the pricing regime was not fully analyzed and 
evaluated.  The public information dissemination program regarding the implementation of water 
charges was delayed but however, Council managed to inform the general public of its intention to 
move to charging water usage, appropriate reading of new water meters and advising of 
reasonable household daily consumption of water on 21 July 2009. 
 
Current Position: 
 
The Department of Energy, Utilities and Sustainability advised NSW Councils to introduce ‘pay-for-
use’ (pay-user-system) water supply pricing in accordance with National Competition Policy (NCP) in 
2004. Walgett Shire Council already complied when all water meters were installed in non-metered 
of Walgett, Lightning Ridge, Rowena, Collarenebri and Carinda townships.  
 

 Water Meter Readings. Urban Water Staff members are presently conducting trial  
readings of water meters. Data obtained in quarterly readings to a great extent will assist Council in 
developing its charging regime to complement this policy. It should be noted that this policy can 
only be of full use when Council starts charging water usage starting 01 July 2012. 
 
Current Water Meter Policy Amendments. This policy was adopted by Council on 25 August 2009 
and pay-for-use water charging implementation on 01 July 2010. Although this policy was not 
successfully carried out as indicated, objectives and implementation procedure is basically 
relevant, until now. The following amendments are made: 
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a. Introduction of Water Flow Restrictors. This is a new amendment designed to recover 

outstanding water charges through restriction of water supply and is in accordance with the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 – Reg 144 titled as Cutting Off or Restricting 
Water Supply. A procedure to enforce this amendment is clearly stipulated in Section C: 
Water Flow Restriction or Cutting Off Water Supply, page 5 of the Water Meter Policy Rev. 
2.  

 
b. Change of Dates. Four other minor changes were catalogued in the following table 

(Document Control, Amended Records, page 6 of the Water Meter Policy Rev. 2): 
 

Version Date Author Section Page Changes 

1 02/07/09 SOC All All 
A new approved document per 
Council’s Resolution No. 21, 25 August 
2009. 

2 24/08/11 SOC  1 Policy Statement and Objectives  

2 24/08/11 SOC A.5.1 3 The Fee for Testing Water Meters 

2 24/08/11 SOC C 5 
Enforcement of Water Flow  
Restrictors. 

2 24/08/11 SOC A 2 
Affectivity change from 01 July 2010 
 to 01 July 2011, Paragraph 2. 

2 24/08/11 SOC A.7 3 
Charging Revenue Policy of 2010-12 
Management Plan to 2012-13  
Management Plan 

2 24/08/11 SOC Header 1 

Changing Adoption Date from  
Adoption Date of 25 August 2009 to 
 27 September 2011 and Review  
Date from 25 April 2010 to 27  
September 2013. 

2 24/08/11 SOC B.7 4 
Charging Revenue Policy from 2010 
Management Plan to 2012-13  
Management Plan. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Water Meter Policy 2009 Rev. 1 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 – Reg 144 titled as Cutting Off or Restricting Water 
Supply. 
Best Practice Management of Water Supply and Sewerage Guidelines 
National Competition Policy (NCP) 
Household Information Letter dated 21 July 2009 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Some matters may need discussion regarding the split accountabilities that exist within the 
Corporate Services having specific responsibilities of collecting and issuance of water charges and 
Urban Infrastructure Services having responsibility for the day to day delivery of water services. 
Both Directorates may wish to examine, and if necessary, rationalize this situation to ensure 
consistent delivery of services to the community before the official charging regime starts on July 
2012. 

Council needs to start activating its public information dissemination program regarding the 
implementation of 2012 water charging regime in agreement with this policy.  
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Environmental issues: 
 
Household daily water consumption may be reduced and therefore, will meet the water best 
management practice once this policy is implemented. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Depending on pricing models to be adopted by Council, revenues will increase or decrease 
noticeably as new household and stand pipe water charges begin in July 2012.  
 
A possibility of breaking water meters when new charges begin in July 2012 and  
therefore, may increase Council’s operational and maintenance costs. 
 
Council need to provide funding for continuous educational and promotional  
programs. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options 
 
Official water charging regime starts on July 2012. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Council approve the Water Meter Policy Rev. 2. 
 

 Review of Water Metre Policy 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. Council note the following amendments of Water Meter Policy Rev. 2: 
 
  a.  Policy Statement 
  b.  Section A.5.1     – Policy Statement 
  c.  Section C           – Water Flow Restrictors or Cutting Off Water Supply 
 d.  Section A           – Change of Affectivity to 01/07/12. 
   e.  Section A.7        – Charging Revenue Policy to 2012/13 of Management Plan 
  d.  Section Header  – Change of Adoption Date to 27/09/2013 and Review Date to 

27/09/2013. 
  e.  Section B.7        -  Charging Revenue Policy to 2012/13 of Management Plan 
 
2. Council approve the Water Meter Policy Rev. 2 effective 27 September 2011. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: 
 
Water Meter Policy Rev.2 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 161 of 181 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 162 of 181 

 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 163 of 181 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 164 of 181 

 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 165 of 181 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 166 of 181 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 167 of 181 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 168 of 181 

21. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
FROM DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   10/585 

 

 
1. Dementia Day Care Centre, Lightning Ridge. Completion date is first week of October 

2011.  
 
2. Construction of Fox-Warrena St Stormwater Drainage. To discuss with RTA regarding 

the design specifications prior to final tender release.  
 

3. Walgett Bore Bath Lights: Awaiting on Essential Energy to inform council on details of 
current night-vision  lighting agreement.   

 
4. Round 2 Regional Infrastructure Projects. Eight out of nine projects are completed as at 

this report. The following project is still outstanding: 

 Construction of Motor Cross Track-Lightning Ridge. Area already identified. Getting more 
information regarding the design details.  

 
5. Round 3 Regional Infrastructure Projects. Three out of nine projects are completed as at 

this report. The following projects are still outstanding: 

 Fencing and Lighting at Skate Park - Walgett. Lighting quotation accepted and work to 
commence before the end of September 2011. 

 Supply and Installation of Shade Structure at Burren Junction Playground. Ready to engage 
to successful tenderer on or before 22 September 2001. 

 Supply and Installation of Shelter Shed and Barbeque at Len Cram Park – Lightning Ridge.  
Installation to commence on 03 October 2011.  

 Apex Park (Walgett) Upgrade, Stage II. Specification to be released before the end of 
September 2011. 

 Supply and Installation of Grandstand of No. 1 Oval – Walgett. In discussion with the 
Planning Department regarding the Engineer’s Drawings and Certificate provided by 
Barnsons. The manufacturer is currently in consultation with Barnson Engineers 
regarding the alternative solutions.  

 Supply and Installation of Lighting at Collarenebri Skate Park. Still waiting for Essential 
Energy’s approval for the installation of one-night  vision flood light. 

 
6. Burren Junction 2nd Evaporation Pond. Completed and commissioned on the 22nd of 

August 2011. Fencing works is expected to complete before the end of September 2011. 
 

Council’s Solicitor Mr. Nick Wilson is currently preparing the contract purchase and conveyance 
requirements from the New South Wales Office of Water (c/o Stephen Martin, Coordinator 
Property and Leases) of Property Lot 10 DP 1134743 being Burren No. 2 Great Artesian 
Bore Site/Burren Junction Bore Baths.  Council will pay the land at the stated price of 
$3,780.  
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7. Lightning Ridge Hot Artesian Spa. Council received complaints about slippery tiles, 
uncleaned walls and missing locks. These complaints have been addressed. Council staff 
treated and cleaned the slippery tiles, walls and new locks were installed on showers. 

 
8. Walgett Levee Design. Design is complete, including cost estimates, REF, Stormwater 

Drainage. Council received the final plans and reported to the Ministry for Police & 
Emergency Services, Disaster Mitigation Grants. Council needs to allocate and seek extra 
funds for its construction. 

 
9. Water Charges. Evaluation and initial modelling with Corporate Services may commence in 

October 2011.  
 
10. Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program. BHC Plumbing Contractors was 

engaged, for a period of 12 months (interim arrangement), to provide routine operation and 
maintenance services for the water and sewerage systems at the Aboriginal communities 
at  Namoi, Gingie and Collarenebri (Walli) . This contract is due to expire on 18 October 
2011. 

 
Council has to discuss with NSW Office of Water regarding contractor’s performance review and 

determine a direction either to extend the existing contract or call for public tender.  
 
11. Infrastructure Assets Report. Re-evaluation of assets has been made and completed in 

accordance with AASB 136 – Impairment of Assets. The following asset classes were 
certified to have no signs of the material impairment present as at the year end 30 June 
2011: 

 

 Other Structures 

 Stormwater Drainage 

 Sewerage Network 

 Footpaths 
 

12. Declaration of Valuation Report – Footpaths. Re-evaluation is completed and given to 
Corporate Services for appropriate reporting at year 30 June 2011. 

 
13. 2010-2011 NSW Water Supply and Sewerage Performance Monitoring Report. 

Preparation in progress. To complete before the end of September 2011. 
 

14. 2010-2011 Landfill Waste Date Report. Completed and submitted to EPA.  
 

15. New Landfill Development. Evaluation of a new site between Walgett and Lightning Ridge 
in progress.  

 
16. 2010-11 ASIC Annual Reporting. The annual reporting requirements under Regulation 

6.25 of the Aviation Transport Security Regulations 2005 for Walgett and Lightning Ridge 
Airports were submitted on 08 August 2011. The highlights of the report: 

 No ASICs issued not expired or cancelled during the 2010-11 financial year 

 No ASICs issued that have expired or cancelled; and not returned for the 2010-11 

financial year 

 Twelve (12) Visitor Identification Cards (VICs) issued by Council’s Lightning Ridge 

Airport during the 2010-11 financial year.  

 
17. Murray Darling Basin Authority. Hon. Criag Knowles, Chair of the MDBA released the 

continuing development of the Basin Plan. The draft Plan is ready for exhibition in November 
followed by 20 weeks of consultation. This Plan will seek balance, respect communities and 
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allow for changes to be made over time - sensibly, and with an understanding that the 
solution is not just about a volume of water being sent down the river, but what you actually 
do with the water that's available to you. More MDBA information and updates can be 
obtained from http://twitter.com/MD_Basin_Auth and media@mdba.gov.au.  

 
18. GPT at Lightning Ridge Golf Club. Request for approval not to call public quotation for the 

installation of 1 x 900 mm GPT was granted. Council engaged the Australian Rail Welding 
Specialist (formerly Advance Earthmoving & Haulage Pty Ltd) who has successfully installed 
3x375mm GPT’s at Collarenebri in May 2009. The cost of this project is $11,880.00 
excluding GST. 

 
19. Lightning Ridge Library. The old unserviceable ducted reverse-cycle system was replaced 

with a Fujitsu AOTG30LFT Split-system air conditioner to the Lightning Ridge Library at a 
cost of $3,780 excluding GST. This new unit is mounted in the service counter area to 
provide adequate heating and cooling to this part of the building. Council paid $3,780 
excluding GST for this replacement. 

 
20. Collarenebri Swimming Pool Up-grade. Completed and accepted on 13 September 2011.  
 

21. Lightning Ridge Bore Bath Accident. Reported. A detailed report is being prepared for 
Council’s insurers. A copy will also be made available to Workcover. 

 
22. Fire Flow Guidelines. Water Directorate provided this guideline for LWUs on standards 

pertaining to fire flows. A separate report will be provided in November 2011 Council 
meeting. 

 
23. Financial Plans for Water Supply and Sewerage.  The Office of Water supplied examples 

of financial plans in accordance with the NSW Financial Planning Model (FINMOD) for 
reference. The example financial plans are relevant to Walgett Shire Council’s preparation of 
Strategic Business Plans for Water Supply and Sewerage in the future. 

 
24. Lightning Ridge New Bore – Onyx Street. Applied for Bore License to LPMA. Council is 

allowed to carry-out ‘test bore’ and therefore, was not required to pay an Application Fee. 
The Office of Water Drilling Division was notified to proceed with works per the General 
Manager’s advice.  

 
25. Walgett Swimming Pool Damaged Shade. Insurance claim for the damaged structure 

already lodged 0n 12 September 2011 after consultation with the JLT. 
 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the Director Urban Infrastructure Services for brief mention or 

information only be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:   

 
 
 
 

http://twitter.com/MD_Basin_Auth
mailto:media@mdba.gov.au


WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 171 of 181 

22. BURREN JUNCTION ISSUES UPDATE – SEPTEMBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services  

FILE NUMBER:   11/211  

 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the issues raised during the 
Burren Junction budget meeting.  
 
Background: 
 

Issues Activities required Status 
Proposed 

Completion Date 
Burren Junction Road 
outcome (all Muddy) 
(Aerodrome Road) 

Needs grading Work done   

At the turn near the Silo 
from Burren Junction to 
Pilliga 

Complicated situation 

Site has been inspected. It is RTA 
issue and forwarded to RTA for 
their program. 
In the mean time Council will fill 
gravel in the depressions near the 
bell mouth to make smooth surface 
and has been scheduled 

September 2011 

Bugilbone Crossroad Needs repair 

Site has been inspected. Trees and 
bushes needs to be cleared  for 
better sight distance. Needs  gravel 
to fill in the crossing 

September 2011 

Tereela Lane two (2) 
dangerous corners on 
road  

Possible clearing 
One is a blind corner 
and other is near the 
Tereela Homestead. 

The road near the Tereela Lane 
Homestead  has been upgraded by 
clearing the trees and bushes and 
has good sight distance now.  
The Problem in other corner is 
unknown. 

December 2011 

Tareela Lane causeway  needs work 
Has been upgraded by adding 
gravel 

 

North side of the Namoi 
Rive Bridge to Pilliga  

Needs sealing  with 
gravel for 3000m 
between Ridge and 
Bitumen( Could use 
gravel from Bugilbone 
Gravel Pit  

Has been inspected. 
Investigation for  gravel pit and 
estimation  are on progress  

2012/2013 

Nunkeri causeway 
South of Namoi River 
on road to Pilliga 
needs resealing 

Has been inspected. 
Investigation for  gravel pit and 
estimation  are on progress  

2012/2013 

Goangra Road (SR116) Red soil-  
Has been scheduled for White 
gravel for the spot 

September2011 

 
Current Position: 
 
Design and estimation works are on progress. 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

22 September 2011  Page 172 of 181 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
N/A 
 
Governance issues: 
 
n/a 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
n/a 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, businesses and organisations with an interest in Walgett Shire 
Tourism 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
2011/2012 Management Plan 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
n/a 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Burren Junction Issues Update – September 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Walgett Shire Council receives and note the progress of the issues 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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23. AUSLINK ROADS TO RECOVERY 2011-2012 PROJECTS  

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services  

FILE NUMBER:   09/1119 

 

 
Summary:  
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of Aus Link Roads to Recovery Projects for 
2011/2012. The department of Infrastructure and Transport has approved four projects  of total 
amount  $ 957,000.This report recommends that Council agreed to proceed the projects. 
 
Background: 
 
Council has funding allocation under the Roads to Recovery Program from 1st July 2009 to 30th 
June 2014. The total allocation is $ 4,675,507 ($ 935101 yearly). 
 
Current position: 
 
2011/2012 funding has currently been allocated as follows:  
 

Project Funds Project Description 
Proposed 

Completion Date 
Remarks 

Pagan Creek Bridge   located 
approximately 1.2 km from the 
Intersection of the Pagan Creek 
Road  and Mercadool Road 

$150,000 Replacement of the 
existing timber girder, 
joists and planks by pre 
cast concrete slab. 

 October 2011  

Mercadool Road ( Rural  Road) 
from start point 0 km to 3 km 
measured from the intersection of 
Castlereagh Highway and 
Mercadool Road 

$ 
450,000  

Gravel re- sheeting in 3 
km  in length  x 7 
metres width 

November  2011 Deferred 

Come By Chance Road (Rural 
Road), from start point 21 km to 
26 km measured from the 
intersection of Fox Street and 
Euroka Street. 

$227,000 Reconstruction and 
gravel resheeting for 
approximately  5km in 
length x 7 metres width 
x 75 mm thick. 

December2011 Bitumen 

Cryon  Road from start point 400 
m to 3.4 km measured from the 
intersection of Kamilaroi Highway 
and Cryon Road 

$450,000 Construction and  
sealing  for 3 km long x 
8 m wide 

December 2011 New 
project 
 

Pitt Street between Euroka Street 
and Neil Street in Walgett 

$130,000 Reconstruction and 
seal of existing 
pavement 
approximately 370 
metres in length x 8 
metres width on both 
sides of the existing 
central section. 

September 2011 Deferred 

 
Projects for 2012/2013 will be determined and submitted in February Council meeting for Council 
approval prior to submitting to the Department of Infrastructure and Transport. 
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Council has engaged an Engineering Consultant for engineering survey, soil test and 
pavement design for Come By Chance Road and started to work on the project . 
 
Relevant Reference Documents:   
 
Department of Infrastructure and Transport - approved work schedule   
 
Government Issues: 
 
N/A 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, businesses and organisations with an interest in Walgett Shire 
Tourism. 
 
Financial Implications:   
 
2011/2012 Management Plan 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 

 Auslink Roads to Recovery 2011-2012 Projects 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council endorse the Programme of Works proposed for 2011/2012 and note 
that the works will only proceed subject to the availability of funding. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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24. MONTHLY REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES – 
SEPTEMBER 2011 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 

AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress and issues relating to Roads and 
Bridges in the period since the report was prepared in late August 2011. 
 
Background: 
 
RTA – Road Maintenance Council Contract 
 
Road 
No. 

Road Name Activities Comments 

SH12 
Gwydir (Walgett - Collarenebri-
Moree) 

Routine patching works and routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts, litters 
and debris maintenance. 

On going 

SH18 
Castlereagh (Coonamble-Walgett 
Lightning Ridge) 

Routine patching works and routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts, litters 
and debris maintenance. 

On going 

SH29 
Kamilaroi (Narrabri-Walgett-
Brewarrina) 

Routine patching works and routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts, litters 
and debris maintenance. 

On going 

 
Regional Roads  
 

Road No. Road Name Activities Comments 

RR202 
Merri Merri (Carinda -
Quambone) 

Maintenance grading & routine inspections done.  
Completed on 
10/082011 

RR329 
Merrywinebone 
(Collarenebri-Burren 
Junction)  

Heavy patching work as well as the routine 
patching works and routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance.   

New Signs 
installed 

RR333 
Carinda (Carinda-
Warren) 

Routine patching works and routine inspections, 
signs, guideposts maintenance done.  

New Signs 
installed 

RR333 
Cumberdoon Way 
(Walgett-Carinda) 

Flood damage heavy patching work as well as 
the routine patching works and routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts maintenance. 

 

RR383 
Pilliga (Pilliga-
Connamble) 

Routine inspections and patching  Done 

RR402 
Gingie (Walgett-
Cumborah) 

Routine patching works and routine inspections, 
signs, guideposts maintenance  

Done 

RR402 
Llanillo (Cumborah-
Lightning Ridge) 

Routine patching works and routine inspections, 
signs, guideposts maintenance  

Done 

RR426 Bill O'Brien Way  Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

RR426 Ridge Road 
Maintenance Grading, Routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance done.  

(Completed 1
st
 

Aug) 

RR426 Shermans Way Routine inspections and Flood damage works  Done 
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RR437  
Bangate (Lightning 
Ridge-Goodooga) 

Scheduled to be inspected.  
Inspection 
done 

RR457 
Gundabloui 
(Collarenebri - 
Mungindi) 

Flood damage heavy patching work as well as 
routine inspections, signs, guideposts 
maintenance.  

New Signs 
installed. 

RR7516 
Billybingbone (Carinda-
Warren) 

Maintenance grading, Routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance done.  

Completed 22
nd

 
July 

RR7716 Come By Chance 
Reformation and Maintenance grading, routine 
inspections, signs, guideposts maintenance done.  

Completed 3
rd

 
Aug 

 
Shire Roads 
 

Road 
No. 

Road Name Activities Comments 

SR1 Franxton Road Maintenance grading work done. 
Completed 19

th
 

August 

SR2 Bellara Lane Maintenance grading work going on. 
Expected to be 
completed by 7

th
 

September 

SR3 Clarkes Lane Routine inspections  and maintenance grading  

Inspection done 
maintenance 
grading will be 
started shortly. 

SR5  Cryon Road Flood works going on.  

SR7 Pampas Road 
Maintenance Grading, Routine inspections and sign 
maintenance done. 

Grading Completed 
3

rd
 August 

SR12 Millie Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance done.  

SR13 Woodvale Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR14 Baroona Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR15 Pokataroo Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR16 Mercadool Road Routine Inspection and sign maintenance  Done 

SR17  Tareela Lane Routine Inspection and sign maintenance  Done 

SR19 Springs Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR21 
Meadow Plains 
Road 

Maintenance Grading, Routine inspections and sign 
maintenance done. 

Grading Completed 
28

th
 July 

SR24 Marlbone Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR25 Wombo Lane Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR26 
Hardies Lease 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR27 Colrose Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR28 Wingadee Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR30 Nilma Road Reformation Work going on. Started 8
th
 August 

SR31 
Gungalman 
Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR32 Gilwarny Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR33 Teranyan Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR34 Bowra Lane Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR38 
Wanourie Creek 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR40 Ginghet Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance done. 
Flood works going 
on 

SR41 
Green and 
Branders Road 

Maintenance grading done. 
Grading Completed 
28

th
 July 
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SR43 Bushs Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR45 Bore Head Road Water over road.  

SR46 Bonanza Road Routine Inspection  Done 

SR47 
Schmalkuche  
road 

Routine Inspection  Done 

SR48 
Boorooma Creek 
Road 

Routine Inspection  Done 

SR51 
Millencowbah 
Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR52 Willis Road Maintenance Grading  Done 

SR53 Koomalah Road Flood damage regarding and re-sheeting work Done 

SR55 Burranbaa Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR57 Epping Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR58 Regans Road Maintenance Grading Done. 
Grading Completed 
2

nd
  August 

SR59 Moomin Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR60  
Marra 
CreekRoad 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR61 Cambo Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR64 
Wimbledon 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected. Routine Inspection done. Inspection done 

SR66 Perrottets Lane Routine inspections and sign maintenance Done 

SR67 
Collarenebri 
Mission Raod 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR68 Haines Hut Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR69 Wooloroo Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR70 Lone Pine Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR71 Rossmore Lane Maintenance Grading done. 
Completed 23

rd
 

July 

SR72 
Middle Route 
road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR73 Miralwyn Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR74 
Lochlomond 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR75 Gidginbilla Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR76 Maroubra Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR77 Nedgara Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR79 
Pagen Creek 
Road 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR81 
Mac Masman 
Road 

Floodworks Done 

SR82 Proctors Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance Done 

SR83 Drilldool Road Reformation grading and Floodworks done. 
Completed 26

th
 

August 

SR84 Fred Reece Way Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR85 Tungra Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR86 Kia-Ora Raod Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR87 
Burren Bore 
Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR88 Fabians Road Flood damage regarding and re-sheeting work Done 
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SR89 Belaba Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR90 Fairview Road Flood damage works and maintenance grading done. Completed 21
st
 July 

SR91 Three Mile Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR92 Strathmore Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR94 
Ivanhoe 
Crossing 

It is not a shire road anymore  Done 

SR95 
Banarway 
Crossing Road 

Maintenance Grading  Done 

SR96 Saleyards Road Routine Inspections done. Done 

SR98 Lorne Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR101 
Wilby Wilby 
Road 

Routine patching works and routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance  

Done 

SR102 Angledool Road Flood damage regarding and re-sheeting works  Done 

SR103 Bugilbone Road Maintenance Grading done. 
Completed 27

th
 

August 

SR110 Kurrajong Road Reformation Grading Done. 
Completed 18

th
 

August 

SR111 
Narran Lake 
Road 

Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR112 Brewon Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR113 Binghi Road Flood damage resheeting and reformation work  Done 

SR114 Bogewong road Flood damage resheeting and reformation work  Done 

SR115 Aberfoyle Road Flood damage resheeting and reformation work  Done 

SR116 Goangra Road S Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR117 Beanbri Road Scheduled to be inspected.   
Done and jet 
patching work done  
to  reopen the road 

SR118 Yarraldool Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR119 Hollywood lane Routine inspections and sign maintenance done. Done 

SR121 Pian Creek Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR122 Old Burren Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR123 Rowena Road 
Routine patching works and routine inspections, signs, 
guideposts maintenance. 

 

SR124 Dundee Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR125 Glen Eden Road Routine inspections and sign maintenance  Done 

SR126 Purtles Road Scheduled to be inspected.  
Flood  Works in 
progress 

SR127 Boora Road Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR128 Camerons Lane Flood damage works and maintenance grading done. Completed 19
th
 July 

SR129 
George Sands 
Way 

Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 

SR131  Oneils Road way Scheduled to be inspected.  Inspection done 
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Unused Grids 
 

Road 
No. 

Road Name Activities Comments 

SR30 Nilma Road 
Two grids to be 
removed 

Site meeting has been conducted  with the property 
owner  
Verbally Agreed to remove as per Council Policy. 
 
Council is preparing estimates and schedules for the 
work. 

RR7716 
Come  By 
Chance 

One  grid to be 
removed 

Site meeting has been conducted  with the property 
owner  
 
Verbally agreed to remove as per Council Policy. 
 
But this needs to be relocated at approximately 23 km 
chainage( measured from the intersection of Fox 
Street and Come Eureka street) 
Council is preparing estimates and schedules for the 
work. 

SR21 
Meadow Plains 
Road 

Two grids to be 
removed 

Site meeting has been conducted  with the property 
owner 
 
Verbally agreed to remove as per Council Policy for 
one grid and has not given a decision for another one. 

SR5 Cryon Rd Two grids  Investigation in progress 

SR59 Woodvale Road One grid Investigation in progress 

SR16   Mercadool Road Three grids 

Site meeting has been conducted  with the property 
owner  
 
Needs to stay.  
 
Two ramps owned by National parks (representative 
Gerard O’connor 0427711361) and is under   
Investigation  progress 

SR52 Willis Road 
Three grids to 
removed 

Site meeting has been conducted  with the property 
owner  
 
Verbally agreed but raised about fencing to install and 
some fence done previously but payment not done by 
council yet. 
 
Council is preparing estimates and schedules for the 
work. 

SR126 Purtles Road 
One grid to be 
removed 

Site meeting has been conducted  with the property 
owner 
 
Verbally agreed.  
 
Some issue was raised about fencing which were 
done previously but never been paid. 
 
Council is preparing estimates and schedules for the 
work. 
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Current Position: 
 
SR 45 and SR 101 are still under water. Most of the roads have been graded and programmed for   
another inspection.  Estimations for SR101 and Grawin Bridge have been submitted to RTA for 
approval. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
n/a 
 
Governance issues: 
 
n/a 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
Flood water 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and Users 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
WSC Management plan 2011/2012 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
n/a 
 
Conclusion: 
 
2011/2012 Maintenance programme has been placed and works are on progress accordingly. 
 

 Monthly Report from Director Engineering Services – September 2011 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the regular Monthly Road & Bridge Report 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
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Reports of Committees 
 
Nil 
 

Questions for the next Meeting 
 
 
 

Confidential Reports/Closed Council meeting 
 
Under Separate Cover 

 

Close of Meeting 
 


