
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, 23 November 2010 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in the Burren 
Junction RSL on Tuesday 23 November 2010, commencing at 10.00am to discuss the 
items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please note that there will be a bus leaving the back of the Council 
Chambers at 8:30am 

 

 It is proposed to inspect the Burren Junction Bore Baths and Burren 
Junction Crossing site at the conclusion of the Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 

financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 

as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  

A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the 
interest is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 

of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 

A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the 

person or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 

However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is 
being considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 

expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 

A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 

There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the 
conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 

A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and 
I would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now 
reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  

(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes ......................................................................................... 5 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9. Mayoral Minutes .................................................................................................... Nil 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given ............................................................ Nil 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice ..................................................................... Nil 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives ........................................................ Nil 

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER 

1. Circulars received from the Local Government Department of Premier and Cabinet – 
November 2010 ...................................................................................................... 24 

2. Circulars received from the Local Government and Shires Association of NSW – 
November 2010 ...................................................................................................... 30 

3. Monthly Calendar - November 2010 ....................................................................... 32 
4. Council Decisions Action Report–26.10.10 ............................................................. 36 
5. Meetings of the Collarenebri Precinct Committee - Minutes .................................... 41 
6. Meeting Report Format ........................................................................................... 44 
7. Public Meeting to consider future Operations of the Collarenebri Agency ............... 47 
8. Establishment of One Association........................................................................... 57 
9. Provision of Council Housing .................................................................................. 59 
10. 2011 National Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout ................................................. 61 
11. Division of Local Government – Councillor Information Seminars ........................... 63 
12. Matters Generally for Brief Mention from the General Manager .............................. 65 
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DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

13. Quarterly budget review as at 30 September 2010 ................................................. 75 
14. Cash on hand and Investment Report as at 31 October 2010 ................................. 91 
15. Tourism Branding Billboards and Brochure ............................................................. 94 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

 
16. DA, Caravan Park, lightning Ridge .......................................................................... 97 
17. 2009-2010 State of the Environment Report ......................................................... 117 
18. Growth Strategy & Local Environmental Plan ....................................................... 119 
19. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications ..................... 132 
20. Matters Generally for Brief Mention from the Director Planning & Regulatory 

Services ............................................................................................................... 137 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

21. AFM – Water Restriction Policy Review ................................................................ 139 
22. Lighting Improvement at Collarenebri Airport ........................................................ 148 
23. Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from Director Urban 

Infrastructure Services .......................................................................................... 151 

16. Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

19. Close of Meeting 
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3. Apologies 

Nil 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 
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 Confirmation of Minutes of Council Meeting 26 October 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Minutes of the Council meeting held 26 October 2010 be confirmed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

23 November 2010  Page 23 of 155 

 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

Nil 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

Nil 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

Nil 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

Nil 

12. Councillors Questions with Notice 

Nil 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

Nil 

14. Reservation of items for Debate 

Nil 
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15. Reports of Officers 

1. CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET – NOVEMBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Copies of circulars received 10-25 to 10-27 from the Local Government Division Department of 
Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention of 
councillors: 
 

10/25 – Draft quarterly Budget Review Statement and Long Term Financial Plan Guidelines  
 
Copies of draft documents are being circulated to Councillors for comment under separate cover. 
Councillors are reminded that they need to make any comment as soon as possible as the 
Division requires a response by 19 November 2010. 
 
10/26 – Misuse of Council Resources  
 
The circular is a reminder with regards the misuse of Council resources and seems to have been 
issued ahead of the coming State election in March 2011 where various people from local 
government could be involved in political campaigning. 
 
10/27 – Draft Guidelines for the Appointment and Oversight of General Managers  
 

Copies of the draft guidelines are being circulated to all councillors under separate cover. The 
deadline for comments is 17 December 2010. 
 
It is proposed to list all the circulars received from the Local Government Division each month so 
that all councillors are aware of the various issues being raised at a Departmental level. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Obviously come circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 

 Circulars received from the Division of Local Government – November 2010  

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the information contained in the Departmental circulars 10-25 to 10-27 from the 

Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 

 Circular No 10/25 – Draft quarterly Budget Review Statement and Long Term Financial 
Plan Guidelines  

 Circular No 10/26 – Misuse of Council Resources  

 Circular No 10/27 – Draft Guidelines for the Appointment and Oversight of General 
Managers  
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2. CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
SHIRES ASSOCIATION OF NSW – NOVEMBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/615 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Copies of weekly circulars received from the Local Government and Shires Association since 26 
October 2010 have been distributed to Councillors each week when they are received. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Whilst Councillors should be raising any relevant issues, the following items in each circular have 
been flagged by the General Manager as requiring particular attention of councillors: 
 
Issue 40 – 15/10/10 
13 - Draft Quarterly Budget Review & Long Term Financial Planning 
26 – RTA 2010/2011 Regional Roads Funding Information Paper 
27 – Murray Darling Basin Plan – Guide and Consultation 
 
Issue 41 – 22/10/10 
12 – Executive/Manager Coaching 
19 – 2010 National Local Roads & Transport Congress Communique 
22 – IPART Draft Determination of NOW Water Management Charges 
 
Issue 42 – 29/10/10 
3 – RFS Local Forums for Local Government 
6 – Ratification of the Local Government (State) Award 2010 
14 – RTA Road Maintenance Council Contracts (RMCC) 
15 – RTA Heavy Vehicle Las Mile Risk Workshop 
 
Issue 43 – 5/11/2010 
17 - RTA Road Maintenance Council Contracts (RMCC) 
19 - Water for Life 2010 Council Partnership Kit 
 
Issue 44 – 12/11/2010 
12 - Workshops Calendar – February to June 2011 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The circulars are a source of information to identify available grant funding. 
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 Circulars received from the Local Government and Shires Association of NSW 
– November 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the information contained in the weekly circulars from the Local Government and 

Shires Association be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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3. MONTHLY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Monthly calendar of Council activities 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly in-
house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff to plan 
their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
  
In recent times, some Councillors have missed meetings or not been aware of when they have 
been scheduled. In addition to requesting outside organisations to send meeting notice and 
minutes direct to Council’s various representatives, where notification is received meeting dates 
will be listed on the Strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar and the representative(s) 
names flagged. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Monthly Calendar – November 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the intention to produce a regular monthly calendar as an agenda item 

to the monthly meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Calendar for November and December 2010 and January 2011. 
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4. COUNCIL DECISIONS ACTION REPORT–26.10.10 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland - General Manager  

FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A Schedule will be provided to each Council Meeting which summarises action taken in respect 
of matters considered at the previous meeting of Council. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached is the Action Report related to the October 2010 Council Meeting. The Report 
summarises action in respect of all Resolutions as well as any other matter raised at the Meeting 
which required action. The Report does not repeat Resolutions etc as these are contained in the 
Minutes of the previous Meeting which are included elsewhere in the Agenda. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Agenda and Minutes of the October 2010 Council Meeting 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and Executive Team 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Council decisions Action Report – 26.10.10 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be received.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment:  
 
Action Schedule 
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5. MEETINGS OF THE COLLARENEBRI PRECINCT COMMITTEE - 
MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1491 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of meetings of external bodies whose deliberations are relevant to council are placed 
before Council for consideration and noting. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Minutes of meetings of the Precinct Committee held in 9 November 2010 are attached. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and Collarenebri residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Meetings of the Collarenebri Precinct Committee - Minutes 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Minutes of the meetings of the Precinct Committee be noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
 
Minutes of Collarenebri Precinct Committee Meeting – 9 November 2010 
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6. MEETING REPORT FORMAT 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1479 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To seek comment on revision of reporting format 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
In September 2010 I indicated my intention to vary the format of reports for Council slightly in the 
months ahead.  
 
Each director now has the opportunity to report on matters for brief mention or information only 
as this enables Councillors to be regularly updated on progress made in various areas without 
the need for a detailed report. 
 
With regards the detailed reports, the specific headings are to be revised and expanded to 
address specific issues including environmental concerns, governance issues, alternative 
solutions/outcomes and provision made for a formal conclusion.  This allows Councillors the 
advantage of having staff reports that are more focused in the areas and issues of greater 
importance. 
 
A copy of the revised format proposed is attached for information. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Code of Meeting Practice 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Senior Management Staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Negligible 
 

 Meeting Report Format 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council formally adopt the revised format for meeting reports. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Attachments: 
 
Revised Meeting Report Format 
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7. PUBLIC MEETING TO CONSIDER FUTURE OPERATIONS OF THE 
COLLARENEBRI AGENCY  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   10/425 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To consider the outcomes of the public meeting held on 28 October 2010 to discuss the future 
operation of Council’s Collarenebri agency 
 
Background: 
 
As Councillors are aware, this matter was raised some months ago in the light of the costs being 
incurred in operating the agency in its present format. 
 
Current Position: 
 
A position paper was prepared and circulated prior to the public meeting and a power point 
presentation made at the public meeting on Thursday 28 October 2010.  
 
A copy of notes taken by a Council staff member at the meeting is attached. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Division of Local Government Social Justice Framework 2008-2012 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
A number of issues relating to good governance were either identified in the position paper or 
raised at the public meeting. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
Environmental issues surround the most appropriate usage of Council’s built assets. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Collarenebri residents and ratepayers 
Australia Post 
Country Link 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
One of the main aims of the review of the operation of the Collarenebri agency has been to 
identify ways of reducing operating costs and maximising income. 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
The Public meeting moved the following resolution 
 

“That the Shire Council look at restructure for better management as well as options for 
an EOI with a guarantee of no withdrawal of services” 

 
An undertaking was given to hold a further public meeting to consider the outcomes of the further 
review proposed.  As the review could take two or three months to complete, February 2011 was 
mentioned as a possible timeframe.  It was also agreed to give at least three week’s notice of any 
proposed public meeting. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
At the Public Meeting Councillors in attendance assured the meeting that the was no intention for 
Council to withdraw agency facilities from Collarenebri, but rather to find the most cost efficient 
and effective method of delivering Council’s services to the Collarenebri Community in the future 
 
Council should continue to work closely with the Collarenebri Community in line with the broad 
community sentiments expressed at the public meeting on Thursday 28 October 2010. 
 
This should involve the new General Manager carrying out a detailed review of the operations of 
the agency and also examining the options for calling expressions of interest 
 

 Public meeting to consider future operations of the Collarenebri Agency 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That: 
 
1. Council recognise the concerns of the Collarenebri Community and that the General 

Manager carry out a detailed review of the Collarenebri Agency facility including an 
examination of the options for calling expressions of interest. 

 
2. A further public meeting be held to consider the outcomes of the proposed review. 
 
3. If possible that the public meeting be held in February 2011 and at least three week’s 

notice be given of the meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes of the Collarenebri Public Meeting held 28 October 2010 
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8. ESTABLISHMENT OF ONE ASSOCIATION 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1599 

 

 
Summary: 
To review progress with regards the establishment of one association representing local 
government in NSW. 
 
Background: 
 
Council is aware that negotiations to establish one association as the voice representing local 
government in NSW have been ongoing for many years without any success. 
 
Current Position: 
 
However, following the one association conference held in Sydney in August, 2010, considerable 
progress and agreement has been made. 
 
In particular, it is proposed to establish two regions – one based on the metropolitan area and a 
second which includes the rest of NSW and takes in Newcastle and Woollongong. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
“One” Association position paper, 12 July, 2010 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
The major issue that now arises is the matter of representation.  It is being proposed that the 
country region have ten delegates but how these are to be appointed has yet to be determined.  
At the recent Western Division conference, the thought was that the country region should be 
divided up into five zones represented by two delegates each 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
The breakup of representation could have some bearing on how environmental issues are 
addressed in the future. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Local Government and Shires Associations 
Local Councils 
Local communities 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
One issue that the new association will need to address is that of membership fees.  A per capita 
based fee might be seen to favour rural councils unless there is a baseline fee factored in. 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
As with any thing, sometimes the simpler the solution, the more workable it is. 
 
As an example, if regional NSW were split into five zones – east of the dividing range north, east 
of the dividing range south, west of the dividing range north, west of the dividing range south and 
a western division based on the existing Western Division – a fairly simple solution that 
addressed existing regional issues could be established without the need for further studies. 
 
The issue would then be how to elect representatives for each zone – two delegates entirely from 
within zone, or one delegate from within each zone and five delegates across the five zones or 
ten delegates across the five zones. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Because of the population spread across the NSW regional area it is important that equal 
representation be afforded each area of the state. 
 
Council should be advising both the NSW Shires Association and the local divisions of its 
preference in this regard ahead of the special meeting the NSW Shires Association plans to hold 
in February, 2011. 
 

 Establishment of One Association 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council determine its preferred model for future representation when the “One” Association 
concept is introduced and advise the NSW Shires Association and Divisional Groups accordingly. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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9. PROVISION OF COUNCIL HOUSING 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To review the present approach to the provision of Council housing 
 
Background: 
 
Council, because of its location in a more remote part of NSW, has had to undertake a role in 
providing housing not only for qualified, experienced staff but also for other professional 
practitioners who are difficult to attract because of isolation. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Council currently provides housing accommodation for doctors at Lightning Ridge and Walgett, 
has a commitment to provide housing for a rural counsellor and day care coordinator at Walgett 
in addition to staff accommodation at Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Housing Policy 
Housing Procedures 
Residential Tenancies Act 1987 
Code of Conduct 
Conditions of Employment Policy and Procedures 
Housing Committee 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
Current policies and procedures make no distinction between council staff and other identified 
professional positions. 
 
The Housing Committee set up to administer Council housing requirements has not met recently 
and is, in effect, non functional. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
The types and standards of accommodation Council provides impacts on the level of similar 
housing provided by other agencies. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council 
Council Management Staff 
Identified professional positions 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Whilst Council staff receive some direct benefits based on FBT legislation and Salary Packaging 
amongst other things, some of the housing being made available for other professionals is being 
offered rent free in some cases. 
 
Over the years when the premises change tenants it has been found that some premises have 
been poorly looked after. Major repairs are required and outdoor areas and gardens require a 
major effort to bring them back to a standard suitable to the incoming tenants. 
 
Often this involves Council in unbudgeted expenditure of many thousands of dollars. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
If the existing policies and procedures were operating effectively many of the issues which 
surface from time to time could be avoided.   However, a detailed review is now required as a 
matter of urgency. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Perhaps one answer, in addition to the detailed review of current policies and procedures now 
proposed, would be for Council to require all tenants to pay a weekly maintenance levy to ensure 
that routine chores such as the mowing of lawns and maintenance of gardens is not neglected. 
 

 Provision of Council Housing 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the General Manager undertake a detailed review of Council’s Housing Policy and 
supporting documentation and also report on the possible introduction of a housing maintenance 
levy. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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10. 2011 NATIONAL ABORIGINAL RUGBY LEAGUE KNOCKOUT  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To update Council with regards negotiations and arrangements for the 2011 National Aboriginal 
Rugby League Knockout 
 
Background: 
 
Council will recall discussing an approach to hold the 2011 National Aboriginal Rugby League 
Knockout in Walgett following the October ordinary meeting.  As Council is aware, the winning 
team each year automatically gains the right to stage the carnival in the following year.  A 
Walgett team won the event this year. 
 
Current Position: 
 
Representatives of the Walgett team committee approached Council, along with other local 
agencies, to gauge what would be involved in staging the carnival in Walgett in 2011 and to seek 
Council’s support. 
 
One of the main issues discussed was the level of support/sponsorship that could be attracted 
from the various government agencies and the commercial sector and the time required to gain 
firm commitments in this regard. 
  
The need to set some bench marks and timelines for various things to be organised 
(accommodation arrangements, change facilities, sponsorship etc.) based on the assumption 
that the carnival would go ahead at Walgett in 2011 was also identified along with how well the 
Committee would be able to cope with organising the logistics of the event. It was agreed that 
Council staff would be able to help the Committee draw up a logistics plan and business plan for 
the event. 
 
After giving the matter further consideration the Committee has decided to stage the 2011 
carnival in Bathurst. 
 
However, it is proposed to increase the size of the September Walgett Knockout competition to 
up to sixteen or twenty teams in 2011 and this will allow the Committee to progressively work 
towards staging the 2012 National Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout in Walgett if successful at 
next year’s carnival. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
Some of the Committee’s major concerns were the ability of Walgett to provide sufficient 
accommodation for players and spectators estimated to be in the order of 8,000/10,000 people, 
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the availability of suitable playing fields and change rooms, and after game function 
arrangements. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
One of the key requirements was that of accommodation and the Committee was keen to 
address the possibility of using facilities at the Walgett Showground through establishing a “tent 
city” type of arrangement. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Community 
National Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout participants 
Local state and Federal Agencies 
Various possible sponsors 
Local business operators 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
One of the key factors in deciding to hold the 2011 event at Bathurst was the lead time in getting 
approval from the various state/federal agencies for funding to upgrade various facilities in 
Walgett to a sufficient standard so as to be able to properly cater for an event of the size 
envisaged. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
The alternative that the Committee decided to opt for was to progressively upgrade the 
September Walgett Knockout to one involving in the vicinity of sixteen to twenty teams in 2011 as 
a trial for future major events.  It was also believed that a larger, annual local event could be used 
as a basis for upgrading local facilities permanently and could also cater for various Aboriginal 
Cultural initiatives as well. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The Walgett Knockout Committee approached the various issues in a positive, constructive and 
thoughtful manner.  It is believed that a letter of support should be forwarded and as soon as 
Committee members are available, that a meeting be convened to discuss the proposal to 
upgrade the local September Knockout carnival. 
 

 2011 National Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That a letter of support should be forwarded to the Walgett Knockout Committee and as soon as 
Committee members are available, that a meeting be convened to discuss the proposal to 
upgrade the local September Knockout carnival. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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11. DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT – COUNCILLOR 
INFORMATION SEMINARS  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1330 

 

 
Summary: 
 
To update Councillors with arrangements for attending one of the information seminars being 
conducted by the Division of Local Government during November/December 2011 
 
Background: 
 
Council has previously been advised that the Division of Local Government is encouraging all 
Councillors to attend one of the coming seminars aimed at providing councillors with key 
information about current issues, encouraging group discussions and sharing ideas. 
 
Current Position: 
 
At this stage it is proposed that Councillors attend the seminar being held at Gilgandra on 
Thursday 9 December 2011 between 10 am and 1.39 pm at the Gilgandra Golf Club, Gilgandra. 
  
Council will be registering Councillors attendance as required by the Division.  It is appreciated 
some Councillors may not be in a position to attend because of prior harvest commitments 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
See letter dated 18 October 2011 from the Division of Local Government (circulated to all 
Councillors) 
 
Governance Issues: 
 
This is an obvious opportunity for Councillors to gain a greater insight into current local 
government issues. 
 
It is also an opportunity for Councillors to raise any queries they might have with regards their 
role and functions as councillors. As an example, Councillors could seek to clarify their roles with 
regards “Operational “ and “Strategic” issues and invite group discussion on this issue. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
 
It is expected that current planning issues will be a subject for discussion 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
Division of Local Government 
 
Financial Implications: 
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It also presents Councillors with an opportunity to clarify any concerns they may have with 
regards “operational” and “strategic issues” from a funding point of view. It is generally believed 
that many councillors do not involve themselves in this issue to the extent that they should. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Arrangements have been made for as many Councillors as possible to attend.  At this stage it is 
proposed to travel by bus departing from Council’s Administrative Centre at 7.30 am and 
returning shortly after the seminar concludes. Details of alternative venues are available to 
councillors on request. 
 

 Division of Local Government – Councillor Information Seminars 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That all available Walgett Shire Councillors attend the Division of Local Government Councillor 
Information Seminar being held at Gilgandra on Thursday morning 9 December, 2011 and that 
arrangements be made for Council’s bus to depart the Walgett Shire Administration Centre at 
7.30 am and return immediately following the conclusion of the seminar. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

  
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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12. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION FROM THE 
GENERAL MANAGER  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

 
1. AIR SERVICES 

As previously mentioned, following the recent resumption of air services into Cobar on a 
trial subsidised basis by Brindabella Airlines, a watching brief has been kept to identify if 
and when approaches should be to likely carriers for the resumption of services into other 
western ports.  At this stage, Bourke and Walgett would be the ports likely to attract the 
largest throughput.  Preliminary discussions were held recently with key stakeholders. 
 
It is planned to initiate steps immediately for the re-instatement of RPT services to 
Walgett. 

 
2. EXTENSION OF TIME TO LODGE ANNUAL STATEMENTS. 

Owing to a delay in finalising information required to complete asset management 
requirements, it has been necessary to formally request the Division of Local Government 
for a one month’s extension for the lodgement of Councils 2009/2010 annual statements 
of account and they will lodged no later than 30 November, 2010. Attached is advice from 
the Division confirming that Council’s request for an extension has been approved. 
 

3. AUDITORS’ PRESENTATION 
Current legislation requires that Council’s Auditors make an annual presentation to 
Council at a public meeting once the annual statements of account have been completed.  
At this stage that Auditor’s presentation is being planned for Council’s December, 2010 
Meeting. 
 

4. VISIT BY NSW GRANTS COMMISSION 
Council has been advised that the NSW Grant Commission will now visit Walgett Shire on 
2 December, 2010. 
 
This is the first visit of the Commission since 2000 and it represents a valuable 
opportunity for Council and discuss with the Commission the various disadvantages 
facing Council.  The format of the meeting is yet to be determined but it would be 
appropriate for all Councillors to make themselves available for the meeting. 
 
It is also proposed to prepare a detailed submission for the Commission’s consideration. 
 

5. REGIONAL LOCAL COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAMME 
Work on Council’s projects under the RLCIP is continuing. The majority of the work being 
done is focused on projects in round 2.  At this stage, formal approval of the programme 
Council put forward under round 3 has not yet been received.  However, from enquiries 
being received from the Department, approval is expected shortly. 
 

6. STORM DAMAGE 
Late in the afternoon of Sunday 7 November, 2010 Walgett town-ship and the area to the 
immediate east of town was hit by an extremely severe hail storm.  A large amount of 
property damage resulted. 
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At the Walgett Showground major damage was sustained to both grandstands when 
roofing was blown away.  It appears that repairs will be covered by insurance.  One of the 
communication towers at Council’s Works Depot was also badly damaged. 
 
Council staff spent approximately two days cleaning up the town area.  This included 
collecting up rooted trees and branches from private residences.  Council staff involved in 
clean up operations are to be commended for their efforts.  
 

7. COMMUNITY CRIME PREVENTION PLAN 
Preliminary approaches are being made to key stakeholders to investigate the possibility 
of a Community based, Shire wide Crime Prevention Plan being prepared. 
 
Once such a plan has been endorsed by the Attorney General’s Department, Council 
would be eligible to access Crime Compact funding of up to $150,000 spread over three 
years. 
 

8. LOCAL GOVERNMENT STATE AWARD 2010 
Council was previously advised of negotiation for a new award that were at an advanced 
stage.  Those negotiations have now been completed and the new Award took effect from 
1 November, 2010. 
 

9. LIGHTNING RIDGE GOAT RACES 
Council has been inundated with complaints concerning the annual goat races at 
Lightning Ridge following a recent item on Channel 7 Sydney’s Today Tonight 
programme. 
 
It is intended that a response be forwarded to each and every complaint, but prior to this 
being done, confirmation is being sought as to any action intended by the RSPCA. As 
councillors are aware, Council has minimal involvement in this event. 
 

10. DIVISIONAL MEETINGS – NSW SHIRES ASSOCIATION 
Council has been advised that the 2011 Western Division Conference will be held in 
Brewarrina from Sunday 27 February to Tuesday 1 March 2011. 
 
Because of the shortage of accommodation, it is proposed to travel to the conference 
each day. If sufficient Councillors are interested we may be able to take our bus 
   
A copy of the conference agenda is attached and any Councillors interested in attending 
are requested to contact Jodie Campbell on 68286116 to make the necessary 
arrangements and take advantage of an early bird discount. 
 
The annual “C” Division conference set down for 11 February, 2010 has now been 
postponed until after the special One Association Special Meeting being held in Sydney 
on 23 February, 2011.  Further details will be made available as they come to hand. 

 
11. COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN – MEETING SCHEDULE 

Councillors are reminded that Community Consultation Forums for the new Community 
Strategic Plan will be held at the following outlying centres: 
 

Town Meeting When Location Time 

    

Collarenebri  Thursday 25 November 2010 Collarenebri Town Hall 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Carinda Friday 26 November 2010 Carinda Town Hall 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Lightning Ridge Tuesday 30 November 2010 Lightning Ridge Bowling Club  7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Walgett Wednesday 1 December 2010 Walgett Council Chambers 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Burren Junction Thursday 2 December 2010 Burren Junction RSL Club 7.30pm – 9.00pm 
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All Councillors have been advised of the timetable and it would be appreciated if 
Councillors could arrange to attend as many of the forums as possible. 

 
12. WORKERS CVOMPENSATION AND OH&S COMPARISON RESULTS 

Details of Council’s 2010 Workers Compensation and OH&S Performance Report is 
attached. 
 
On a pleasing note, Council’s OH&S performance for both documentation and 
Implementation are both higher than the StateCover and DLG average.  This is no doubt 
a reflection of the fact that we have a dedicated OH&S Officer. 
 
However, the matter of lost time injuries needs to be carefully monitored.  I am concerned 
that the Council’s OH&S Committee has not been meeting regularly. 
 

13. MURRAY DARLING BASIN PLAN ISSUES 
Some Councillors and senior management staff have been involved in recent briefing on 
the recently released Murray Darling Basin Plan. 
 
OROC is putting together a submission for our region. 
 
It would be appreciated if Councillors could indicate any concerns that they may have with 
the Plan as soon as possible as OROC has requested each Council to document 
concerns being raised in their area before the end of November. 

 
14. SHORT TERM UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE PLACEMENTS 

Council recently indicated through OROC that it was interested in hosting short term 
university third and fourth engineering undergraduates during vacation periods. 
 
Within a couple of days of Council’s interest being placed on the UNSW website, some 18 
expressions of interest had been received in respect of the 2011 Christmas/New Year 
Vacation period. 
 

15.  BURREN JUNCTION PRECINCT COMMITTEE LETTER – Pedestrian Crossing at 
Burren Junction School 
A copy of the letter received from the Burren Junction Precinct Committee following up 
previous issues is attached. The issues raised are currently being investigated. And 
arrangements are in hand to inspect the school site and the Bore baths following the 
Council Meeting. 

 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

23 November 2010  Page 68 of 155 

 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from General Manager 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the General Manager for brief mention, or information only, be 

received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Advice from the Division relating to the Annual Financial Statements 
2. Agenda for  the Western Division Conference 
3. 2010 Workers Compensation and OH&S Performance Report 
4. Letter from Burren Junction Precinct Committee – dated 10 November 2010 
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13. QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Susie Jones – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   10/38/013 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report presents to Council the quarterly budget review for the period ending 30 September 
2010  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The quarterly review is a statutory requirement under the Local Government (General) 
Regulations 2005, Part 9, Division 3, Section 203 and is an essential aspect of Council's financial 
management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted to Council not later than two 
months after the end of each quarter. 
 
At the Council meeting on 28 June 2010, Council adopted the 2010-2014 Management Plan, 
which incorporated the 2010/2011 budget. 
 
The adopted budget provides for an operating deficit of $1,361,905, and a Capital Deficit of 
$4,244,231.  
 
If the variations are adopted the budget will provide for the following distribution of funds: 
 

Fund Operating Surplus/(Deficit) Capital Surplus/(Deficit) 

General Fund (450,747) (2,556,486) 

Water Fund (359,059)    (332,000) 

Sewer Fund  124,590        (6,000) 

Waste Fund     (8,261)  

Total (693,478) (2,894,486) 

 
This is a net improvement to the original budget by: $668,427 for the operational budget and 
$1,349,745 for the capital budget.  
 
The original budgeted distribution of funds was: 
 

Fund Operating Surplus/(Deficit) Capital Surplus/(Deficit) 

General Fund (1,113,175) (4,206,231) 

Water Fund    (359,059) (38,000) 

Sewer Fund     118,590  

Waste Fund       (8,261)  

Total (1,361,905)^ (4,244,231) 

 
^ Loss due to the governments Financial Assistance Grant of $1.1m being received in June 2010 and therefore recognised in the 
previous financial year. 
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Summary of variations passed by council during the quarter to 30 September 2010 
 
Variations passed by council in the Operating budget during the quarter to 30 September 2010: 
Income 

 Strong Colli project Grant       $147,166 

 Art Across the Ages Grant         $22,561 

 Grant received for Youth Worker and Resources    $105,000 
 

   Total $274,727 
Expense 

 Strong Colli project expenditure      $147,166 

 Youth Officer grant expenditure        $85,000 

 Youth resources grant expenditure        $20,000 

 Art Across the Ages expenditure        $22,561 

 Relief Regulatory Officer         $13,000 

 Decrease in Planning Legal costs         ($2,000) 

 Decrease in Pesticide Pit remediation      ($11,000) 
 

   Total $274,727 
 

Variations passed by council in the Capital budget to 30 September 2010 are as follows: 
Income 

 A receipt for roads to recovery funds      $480,000 

 A receipt for the Regional Timber Bridge Partnership Capital program     $1,637,430 
            
           Total: $2,117,430 

Expense 

 Carried forward incomplete capital projects from June 2010 consisting of: 
o Burren Junction Bore Baths 2nd Evaporation pond:    $  70,000 
o Lightning Ridge Toilet Block      $  15,000 
o Collarenebri Pool Shade Structure     $  19,000 
o Walgett Cemetery Memorial Wall     $  15,000 
o Rehabilitation of Walgett Levee Bank    $  66,000 
o Lions Car Park Sealing      $  42,000 
o Walkway to Walli       $  13,000 
o Tree Replacement – Rowena      $    4,350 
o Acquisition of HACC Dementia Day Care Site   $  60,000 
o Meeting room at Cumborah      $  60,000 
o Lightning Ridge Water Meter Installations    $112,000 
o Walgett Metered Standpipes Replacement    $  60,000 
o Heating Lightning Ridge Diving Pool     $  22,000 
o Carinda Water Mains Replacement Program   $  17,000 
o Walgett Open Water Drains Up-grade    $115,000 

 

 Collarenebri Toilet block           $50,000 

 Collarenebri Skate Park Shade Shelter         $11,550 

 Round 3 Regional Infrastructure Projects     $137,000 

 Come by Chance Hall increase in expenditure      $15,000 

 Rowena Hall Upgrade increase in expenditure       $15,000 

 Stormwater capital budget reduction                         ($10,000) 

 Fleet budget reduction                             ($115,000) 
 
      Total $793,900 
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Summary of identified further variations (variations are discussed in detail in the next 
section) 
 
Identified variations in the General fund Operational budget for the Quarterly Review are as 
follows: 
 
Income 

 An increase in the Federal Assistance Grant for general use                       $154,879 

 An increase to the roads component of the Federal Assistance Grant         $507,547 
           
              Total: $662,426 

 
Identified variations in the Water and Sewer funds Operational budget for the Quarterly Review 
are as follows: 
 
Expense 

 An increase in the Valves and Hydrants repairs budget                                  $13,500 
 

 A decrease in the reservoirs painting and minor control repairs budget        ($13,500) 

 A decrease in the sewer treatment repairs and maintenance budget              ($6,000) 
 

      Total ($6,000) 
 
Identified variations in the General Fund Capital budget are: 
 
Income 

 Round 3 Regional Infrastructure projects     $200,000 

 Collarenebri Aerodrome Lighting grant                       $35,204 
 

   Total $235,204 
Expense 

 Round 2 Regional Infrastructure projects with no current budget   $182,442 

 An increase in the Bus Shelter construction project        $5,343 

 Further expense for the reconstruction and seal of streets in Walgett   $57,833 

 An increase for the Collarenebri Aerodrome Lighting expense      $70,408 
 

 A reduction in expense for the Rowena Hall upgrade leaving  
$20,000 for the non-regional infrastructure expense               ($15,000) 

 A reduction in expense for the Come-by-Chance hall repairs leaving  
$15,000 for the regional infrastructure expense      ($5,000) 

 A reduction in Rural sealed pavement re-sealing    ($57,833) 

 A reduction to the urban footpaths replacement program   ($35,204) 
 

   Total $202,989 
Identified variations in the Water and Sewer funds Capital budget are: 
 
Expense 

 An increase for a new Sewer pump in Walgett        $6,000 
 

    Total   $6,000 
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Discussion of proposed changes: 
 
GENERAL FUND 
 
Operating budget 

 There was an original deficit of $1.4m due to the first instalment of the federal assistance 
grant being given early in the prior financial year, therefore leaving the current year in 
deficit. The increase in the grant proposed of $662,426 (made up of $154,879 of general 
assistance, and $507,547 for the roads component) represents an increase in the actual 
income to be received for the rest of this financial year, and does not take into account 
any further funds which could be granted early next year.  
 

Capital budget 
Out of the $193,000 Round 2 Regional Infrastructure Project expenditure, the following balances 
have not been carried forward into the new financial year: 

o Apex Park part 1       $59,721 
o Upgrade Collarenebri Tennis Courts     $23,000 
o Refurbishment Collarenebri Tennis Courts at Carinda  $15,000 
o Construction of Motocross Track     $10,000 
o Shade Shelter at Cumborah      $15,000 
o Upgrade of Burren Junction playground    $19,721 
o Opal & Fossil preparation shed in Lightning Ridge   $27,000 
o Rowena Hall refurbishment      $10,000 
o Lighting at the Visitor Information centre      $3,000 

 
Total: $182,442 
 

These were not carried forward in the original budget, however the funds have been restricted as 
at 30th June 2010, and therefore have been included in this budget review as a variation.  
 
It is noted that the Come by Chance Hall repairs project is also a Regional Infrastructure project, 
however it has not been included in this carried forward list as it already has a budget, as 
discussed below. It is also noted that there was a small amount of advertising spent before the 
30th June 2010 for the Apex park project and the Upgrade of the Burren Junction Playground, 
which is why the carried forward balances are slightly less than the original budget allocations. 

 

 An amendment is needed for the Come by Chance Hall repairs budget (currently 
$15,000) as the budgeted amount currently exceeds the agreed grant provided through 
the round 2 regional infrastructure project. The agreed grant’s value is $10,000, therefore 
a reduction in expense of $5,000 is needed. 
 

 The round 3 Regional Infrastructure project income of $200,000 is also included as a 
variation. It is noted that only $137,000 of this income has been allocated through council 
resolution so far. The remaining funds have been allocated to projects and will be detailed 
in a separate council resolution at a future council meeting. 
 

 An amendment is needed for the repairs to the Rowena Hall upgrade to reduce its 
expense from $35,000 back down to $20,000, this was its original budget. The decrease 
of $15,000 is due to funds which were thought to be available through the Regional 
Infrastructure program are not available. 

  

 An increase in expense is also needed for the Walgett Local roads improvement budget 
line. The reconstruction and re-sealing of the Walgett streets project was budgeted to be 
completed in the prior year, but due to wet weather during the construction period, there 
has been an over-run of $57,833. This accounts for the replacement of damaged 
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materials, and extra time to complete the project. This amount will therefore be taken from 
the Rural sealed pavement re-sealing budget. This budget will be reviewed at a later date. 

 

 Another carried forward project is for the Bus shelter construction. This project was 
completed in the 2009-2010 financial year, but there has been a delay in pulling all the 
costs associated with it into the correct budget line. This has lead to $5,343 being 
allocated in the current financial year, and therefore a budget variation is needed to cover 
this current year cost. This project was financed by a specific grant which was restricted 
at year end, and therefore needs to be included as a budget variation. 

 

 A new grant for the Collarenebri Aerodrome lighting has been granted sooner than 
expected. Therefore a budget variation is proposed to create an income line for the grant 
of $35,204, and an expense line of $70,408, and the other half of the funds to be taken 
from the footpaths replacement program, which will reduce its budget to $364,796. The 
Director of Urban Infrastructure is satisfied that this budget reduction will not adversely 
affect the project. 

 
WATER FUND 

 There is a proposed increase in the valves and hydrants repairs budget of $13,500 which 
will be funded by a decrease in the reservoirs painting and minor control repairs budget in 
the water fund, due to the hydrants needing more repair than anticipated. 

 
SEWER FUND 
Decrease in operating expenditure/ Increase in operating revenue: 

 In the sewer fund there is a need to purchase a new pump worth $6,000 to replace the 
pump in the number one pump in Walgett. This can be funded by a decrease in the sewer 
treatment repairs and maintenance budget. 

 
The financial position of the council as at 30 September has improved, having regard to the 
original estimate of income and expenditure.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 2010 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2010-2014 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Identified budget variations represent: 
A net increase in the general operational budget of $662,427,  
A net increase of $32,215 in the general fund capital budget, 
A net increase in the Sewer fund operational fund of $6,000, and 
A net decrease in the Sewer Capital fund of $6,000. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Quarterly Budget Review 
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 Quarterly Budget Review as at 30 September 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the quarterly budget review for the period to 30 September 2010 and 

adopt the changes as follows: 
 

General fund Operational Budget: 
Income 

 
  * An increase in the Federal Assistance Grant for general use $154,879 
  * An increase to the roads component of the Federal Assistance Grant $507,547 
    Total: $662,426 
  
 Water and Sewer funds Operational budget: 
 Expense 
  * An increase in the Valves and Hydrants repairs budget $13,500 
 
  *  A decrease in the reservoirs Painting and minor control repairs budget ($13,500) 
  * A decrease in the sewer treatment repairs and maintenance budget ($6,000) 
   Total ($6,000) 
 
 General fund Capital budget: 
 Income 
  * Round 3 Regional Infrastructure projects     $200,000 
  * Collarenebri Aerodrome Lighting grant                       $35,204 
   Total $235,204 
 Expense 
  * Round 2 Regional Infrastructure projects with no current budget $182,442 
  * An increase in the Bus Shelter construction project     $5,343 
  * Further expense for the reconstruction and seal of streets in Walgett   $57,833 
  * An increase for the Collarenebri Aerodrome Lighting expense     $70,408 
 
  * A reduction in expense for the Rowena Hall upgrade leaving $20,000 for the non-

regional infrastructure expense               ($15,000) 
  * A reduction in expense for the Come-by-Chance hall repairs leaving $15,000 for the 

regional infrastructure expense      ($5,000) 
  * A reduction in Rural sealed pavement re-sealing    ($57,833) 
  * A reduction to the urban footpaths replacement program   ($35,204) 
   Total $202,989 
 Water and Sewer funds Capital budget: 
 Expense 
  * An increase for a new Sewer pump in Walgett $6,000 

  Total   $6,000 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 
2010       

ORGANISATION DIVISION: 
All Division Operational 
Summary         

RESPONSIBILITY: 
General Manager - Don 
Ramsland         

  Original Amended Actual % Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Actual/Budget Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE             

 Members and Executive  296,939 296,939 37,639 13% 0 296,939 

 General Purpose Revenue  6,752,727 6,752,727 4,175,295 62% 154,879 6,907,606 

Corporate & Community Services 3,142,699 3,417,425 1,042,635 31% 0 3,417,425 

Planning & Regulatory Services 155,291 155,291 46,799 30% 0 155,291 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 13,917,627 13,902,267 2,090,417 15% 507,547 14,409,814 

Urban Infrastructure Services 4,320,420 4,320,420 3,319,906 77% 0 4,320,420 

TOTAL 28,585,703 28,845,069 10,712,691   662,426 29,507,495 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE             

 Members and Executive  1,163,224 1,163,224 533,672 46% 0 1,163,224 

Corporate & Community Services 5,182,094 5,456,819 1,438,930 26% 0 5,456,819 

Planning & Regulatory Services 1,415,501 1,415,501 315,187 22% 0 1,415,501 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 13,624,207 13,608,847 3,356,395 25% 0 13,608,847 

Urban Infrastructure Services 8,562,582 8,562,582 2,934,789 34% (6,000) 8,556,582 

TOTAL 29,947,608 30,206,973 8,578,972   (6,000) 30,200,973 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (1,361,905) (1,361,904) 2,133,719   668,426 (693,478) 
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         Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 
   Budget to date profit/(loss) Changes Budget 
 NETT (Deficit) / Surplus           
 Members and Executive (866,285) (866,285) (496,033) 0 (866,285) 
 General Purpose Revenue 6,752,727 6,752,727 4,175,295 154,879 6,907,606 
 Corporate & Community Services (2,039,395) (2,039,394) (396,295) 0 (2,039,394) 
 Planning & Regulatory Services (1,260,210) (1,260,210) (268,388) 0 (1,260,210) 
 Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 293,420 293,420 (1,265,978) 507,547 800,967 
 Urban (3,993,431) (3,993,432) (1,325,876) 6,000 (3,993,432) 
 Water (359,059) (359,059) 676,043 0 (359,059) 
 Sewer 118,590 118,590 526,085   124,590 
 Waste (8,261) (8,261) 508,866   (8,261) 
   (1,361,905) (1,361,904) 2,133,719 668,426 (693,478) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 
2010     

ORGANISATIONAL DIVISION: Members and Executive       

RESPONSIBILITY: Council and General Manager - Don Ramsland     

  Original Amended Actual % Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Actual/Budget Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Operation Revenue (internal) 296,939  296,939  37,639  0  296,939  

TOTAL 296,939 296,939 37,639 0 296,939 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE   
 

      

Governance -Cost of Council Democratic operations 296,942 296,942  43,927 0 296,942 

Section 356 Donations and Subsidies 866,282 866,282  489,745 0 866,282 

TOTAL 1,163,224 1,163,224 533,672 0 1,163,224 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (866,285) (866,285) (496,033)   (866,285) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 
2010     

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Corporate and Community Services     

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Corporate and Community Services - Carole Medcalf   

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Corporate Services Administration 2,934,043 2,934,042 996,766 0 2,934,042 

Community Services and Education 49,586 301,752 28,143 0 301,752 

Recreational & Culture 79,212 101,773 1,605   101,773 

Economic Affairs 79,858 79,858 16,121   79,858 

TOTAL 3,142,699 3,417,425 1,042,635 0 3,417,425 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Corporate Services Administration 3,809,601 3,809,601 1,224,195 0 3,809,601 

Community Services and Education 431,919 684,083 88,626 0 684,083 

Recreational & Culture 402,031 424,592 79,543   424,592 

Economic Affairs 538,543 538,543 46,566 0 538,543 

TOTAL 5,182,094 5,456,819 1,438,930 0 5,456,819 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/DEFICIT (2,039,395) (2,039,394) (396,295)   (2,039,394) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 
2010     

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Planning & Regulations       

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Planning & Regulatory Services - Matthew Goodwin   

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Administration 96,700 96,700 19,000 0 96,700 

Public order and safety 6,000 6,000 4,008 0 6,000 

Health 1,500 400 400 0 400 

Mining, Manufacturing & Construction 51,091 51,091 23,391 0 51,091 

TOTAL 155,291 154,191 46,799 0 154,191 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Administration             1,077,307  1,075,307 194,399 0 1,075,307 

Public order and safety 142,800 155,800 36,477 0 155,800 

Health 195,394 184,394 84,311 0 184,394 

TOTAL 1,415,501 1,415,501 315,187 0 1,415,501 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (1,260,210) (1,261,310) (268,388)   (1,261,310) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 
2010     

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Rural Infrastructure and Support Services     

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Rural and Support Services -Ian Taylor   

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Administration and Support Services 1,574,212 1,574,212 387,915 0 1,574,212 

Public Order and Safety 10,000 10,000 0 0 10,000 

Transport -fleet, Roads and RTA Works 12,091,355 12,075,995 1,634,141 507,547 12,583,542 

Economic Affairs 242,060 242,060 68,361 0 242,060 

TOTAL 13,917,627 13,902,267 2,090,417 507,547 14,409,814 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Administration and Support Services 1,600,383 1,600,383 610,749 0 1,600,383 

Public Order and Safety 255,059 255,059 230,017 0 255,059 

Transport -fleet, Roads and RTA Works 11,396,305 11,380,945 2,428,170 0 11,380,945 

Economic Affairs 372,460 372,460 87,458 0 372,460 

TOTAL 13,624,207 13,608,847 3,356,395 0 13,608,847 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 293,420 293,420 (1,265,978)   800,967 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 
2010     

ORGANISATION DIVISION: 
Urban Infrastructure 
Services       

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Urban Infrastructure Services -Siegfredo Coralde   

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Changes Budget 

OPERATING REVENUE           

Engineering Administration and Support services 920,190 920,190 265,198 0 920,190 

Housing and Community Amenities 320,340 320,340 90,402 0 320,340 

Recreation & Culture 0 0 0 0   

Transport & Communication 11,220 11,220 3,327 0 11,220 

Economic Affairs 14,000 14,000 0 0 14,000 

Domestic Waste Management 1,095,041 1,095,041 1,051,646 0 1,095,041 

Water Supplies 1,234,637 1,234,637 1,205,100 0 1,234,637 

Sewerage Supplies 724,993 724,993 704,233 0 724,993 

TOTAL 4,320,420 4,320,421 3,319,906 0 4,320,421 

            

OPERATING EXPENDITURE           

Engineering Adminstration 1,880,873 1,880,873 556,156 0 1,880,873 

Housing and Community Amenities 2,097,999 2,097,999 601,475 0 2,097,999 

Recreation & Culture 899,133 899,133 436,936 0 899,133 

Transport & Communication 367,186 367,186 82,945 0 367,186 

Economic Affairs 13,990 13,990 7,291 0 13,990 

Domestic Waste Management 1,103,302 1,103,302 542,781 0 1,103,302 

Water Supplies 1,593,696 1,593,696 529,057 0 1,593,696 

Sewerage Supplies 606,403 606,403 178,148 (6,000) 600,403 

TOTAL 8,562,582 8,562,582 2,934,789 (6,000) 8,556,582 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (4,242,162) (4,242,161) 385,117 6,000 (4,236,161) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 2010     

ORGANISATION DIVISION: All Division Summary       

RESPONSIBILITY: 
General Manager - Don 
Ramsland       

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Changes Budget 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

Corporate & Community Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 170,000 2,287,430 801,528 0 2,287,430 

Urban Infrastructure Services 0 40,000 0 235,204 275,204 

TOTAL 170,000 2,327,430 801,528 235,204 2,562,634 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Corporate & Community Services 120,600 60,600 37,599 0 60,600 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 3,390,631 3,275,631 234,672 0 3,275,631 

Urban Infrastructure Services 903,000 1,911,900 76,765 208,989 2,120,889 

TOTAL 4,414,231 5,248,131 349,036 208,989 5,457,120 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (4,244,231) (2,920,701) 452,492 26,215 (2,894,486) 

        Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date profit/(loss) Changes Budget 

NETT           

Corporate & Community Services (120,600) (60,600) (37,599) 0 (60,600) 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services (3,220,631) (988,201) 566,856 0 (988,201) 

Urban (903,000) (1,871,900) (76,765) 26,215 (1,845,685) 

  (4,244,231) (2,920,701) 452,492 26,215 (2,894,486) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 2010     

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Corporate and Community Services     

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Corporate and Community Services - Carole Medcalf   

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Changes Budget 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Corporate Services Administration 120,600 60,600 37,599  0 60,600 

TOTAL 120,600 60,600 37,599 0 60,600 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (120,600) (60,600) (37,599) 0 (60,600) 

       
 

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 2010     

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Rural Infrastructure and Support Services     

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Rural and Support Services -Ian Taylor   

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Changes Budget 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

Transport -fleet, Roads and RTA Works 170,000 2,287,430 801,528   2,287,430 

TOTAL 170,000 2,287,430 801,528 0 2,287,430 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Administration and Support Services 52,500 52,500 2,935  0 52,500 

Transport -fleet, Roads and RTA Works 3,338,131 3,223,131 231,737 0 3,223,131 

TOTAL 3,390,631 3,275,631 234,672 0 3,275,631 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (3,220,631) ($988,201) 566,856 0 (988,201) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 2010     

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Urban Infrastructure Services       

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Urban Infrastructure Services -Siegfredo Coralde   

  Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

  Budget to date Income/Costs Changes Budget 

CAPITAL REVENUE           

Recreation & Culture 0 40,000 0 200,000 240,000 

Transport & Communication       35,204 35,204 

TOTAL 0 40,000 0 235,204 275,204 

            

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE           

Housing and Community Amenities 105,000 225,000 2,390 0 225,000 

Recreation & Culture 205,000 
              
691,900  74,235 167,785 859,685 

Transport & Communication 555,000 
              
663,000  140 35,204 698,204 

Domestic Waste Management 10,000 0 0     

Water Supplies 

                  
28,000  332,000 0 0 332,000 

Sewerage Supplies 0     6,000 6,000 

TOTAL 903,000 1,911,900 76,765 208,989 2,120,889 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (903,000) (1,871,900) (76,765) 26,215 (1,845,685) 
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14. CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 
OCTOBER 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 
31 October 2010.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank 
and invests funds surplus to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account 
at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term.  
 
As at 31 October 2010 the operational bank account’s balance was $2,671,290.58.  The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 

Operational Account Bank Reconciliation

As at 31 October 2010

$

Opening Ledger Account Balance as at 1 October 2010 3,232,033.96       

Add: Receipts 2,796,579.48       

Add: Recalled Investments -                       

Less: New Investments -                       

Less: Payments (3,357,322.86)      

Closing Ledger Balance as at 31 October 2010 2,671,290.58       

Balance as per Bank Statement  as at 31 October 2010 2,705,641.01       

Add: Receipts not banked 8,911.39              

Less: Payments not presented (43,261.82)           

Closing Balance of Bank Account 2,671,290.58       

 
 
As at 31 October 2010 Walgett Shire Council’s Investment Register balance was $5,014,358.71. 
The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits       $5,000,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $     14,358.71 
 
The market values disclosed for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market 
values as at 30 August 2009 and were supplied by the ANZ Group.   
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 As at 31 October 2010 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$7,685,649.29 represented by: 
 
Working Account Balance   $2,671,290.58 
Investments     $5,014,358.71 
 

 Cash on Hand and Investment Report as at 31 October 2010 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 October 2010 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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15. TOURISM BRANDING BILLBOARDS AND BROCHURE 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate and Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1754 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A proposal that Council purchase billboard space at 3-4 strategic places outside of the Shire eg 
at Bourke, Moree, Dubbo, Gilgandra using the images presented by the consultants with an 
invitation to visit Walgett Shire was approved by Council in March along with the development of 
a new Tourism brochure for the Shire. An EOI was put out and responded to and Outback NSW 
have taken photographs around the Shire to use in the brochure. The draft brochure has been 
forwarded to staff for review.   
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A series of images with some of the branding suggestions have been selected and will be shown 
to councillors on the projector at the meeting. The location of the billboards is strategically 
important and should be, as previously discussed at entrance points to, or just outside of, the 
region not to the Shire. Rather than have four large billboards, given the number of images it 
would be advisable to have smaller billboards in greater numbers. For the costings, which can’t 
be finalised until the images are determined, it would appear that between 10-15 billboards will 
be available including artwork and installation.  
 
Suggested locations are identified on the attached map and include east of Moree, west of 
Bourke, east of Dubbo, at the foot of the Blue Mountains, at Gilgandra and in the Hunter Valley. 
Locations 1-7 are where we currently draw tourists from now and are indicated as likely people to 
be interested in the type of experience that the Shire offers. Locations 8-12 are on highways 
where the types of messages about the Shire are likely to be appreciated. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Tourism Branding Strategy 
Walgett Shire Tourism Strategy 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire ratepayers  
Tourism Operators in Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Budgeted expenditure - The available approved budget is $26,800. 
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 Tourism Branding Billboards and Brochure 

 
Recommendation: 
 
Walgett Shire Council resolves to: 
 
1. Endorse and proceed with the proposed billboard campaign.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Map of NSW with proposed locations for billboards marked. 
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16. DA, CARAVAN PARK, LIGHTNING RIDGE 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director of Planning & Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   DA2010/037 

 

 
Summary:  
 
Development Application 2010/037 to redevelop the Lightning Ridge Caravan Park has been 
lodged by the Land and Property Management Authority.  It is recommended that Council resolve 
to approve the application subject to appropriate development consent conditions.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Land and Property Management Authority (LPMA) has lodged Development Application 
2010/037 to redevelop and expand the Lightning Ridge Caravan Park, located in Harlequin St, 
Lightning Ridge as per the attached site plan (Attachment A). 
 
The LPMA has also submitted a survey plan (Attachment B) for a subdivision in conjunction with 
this Development Application to establish: 

 A new 171 square metre lot over the public toilet recently constructed (shown as 
proposed lot 101). 

 A new 972 square metre lot over part of lot 25 DP 752756 presently fenced off as part of 
the caravan park (shown as proposed lot 103). 

 
A review of the documentation submitted with the Development Application led to: 

 An observation that the subdivision plan shows a 171.6 square metre (13.94 by 12.315m) 
lot for the public toilet (Attachment B) while the proposed site plan shows a 258.85 
square metre (15.5 by 16.7m) lot for the public toilet. 

 The larger lot is required to enable room for the existing septic tank and avoiding any 
future boundary fence from being erected over an effluent main. 

 A written commitment (via e-mail dated 15-11-2010) from Andrew Bell, Senior Manager 
Far West Area of the LPMA, for a revised site plan to be submitted to Council which 
provides for the larger area for the public toilet. 

 
A development assessment report (Attachment C) is attached.  As noted in the report, section 89 
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 prevents Council from: 

 Refusing the application, except with the consent of the Minister for Planning (S.89(1)(a)).  

 Imposing development consent conditions, except with the approval of the applicant or 
the Minister for Planning (S.89(1)(b)). 

 
Council staff have recommended that the Development Application be approved subject to 
appropriate conditions of consent.  On 9 November 2010 a request for the LPMA’s agreement to 
impose the recommended conditions was sent to the Westerns Land Commissioner, Andrew 
Bell, who lodged the application on behalf of the LPMA.  The LPMA responded with a letter on 12 
November 2010 which indicated that it agreed to modified development consent conditions 
(Attachment D) and submitted a modified site plan (Attachment A). 
 
Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called when a motion 
for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names of Councillors voting for 
and against the motion must be recorded. 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

23 November 2010  Page 98 of 155 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Documents contained in Trim record keeping system under DA2010/037. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, community. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 DA – Caravan Park, Lightning Ridge 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Approve Development Application 2010/037 by the Land and Property Management 

Authority for the redevelopment and expansion of the Lightning Ridge Caravan Park (lot 
1, 2 & 4 DP 1100315 and lot 25 DP 752756), Harlequin St, Lightning Ridge, subject to the 
conditions of development consent agreed to by that Authority in a letter dated 12 
November 2010. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
A – Proposed site plan (modified plan received 12 November 2010) 
B – Proposed subdivision plan (revised plan to be supplied by LPMA) 
C – Development Assessment Report 
D – LPMA letter of 12 November 2010, accepting modified consent conditions 
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Attachment A – Proposed site plan (modified plan received 12 November 2010) 
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Attachment B – Proposed subdivision plan (revised plan to be supplied by LPMA)  
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Attachment C – Development Application assessment report 
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ATTACHMENT D - LPMA letter of 12 November 2010, accepting modified consent conditions 
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17. 2009-2010 STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1523 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A draft Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report for 2009-2010 has been prepared.  It is 
recommended that Walgett Shire Council endorse the report and submit it to the Department of 
Local Government as part of its annual report. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Circular 10-21 from The Division of Local Government notes that: 

, 
 
In the above context, the Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report for 2009-2010 has been 
prepared with regard for: 
 

 Former subsection 428(2)(c) of The Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to 
prepare an annual State of the Environment Report. 

 Former clauses 218 to 226 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 which 
prescribe requirements for the content and preparation of the report. 

 
In the previous two years the Namoi Catchment Management Authority (CMA) invited Walgett 
Shire Council to participate in the development of the Namoi Region State of the Environment 
Report.  The report covered the Tamworth Regional, Liverpool Plains, Gunnedah, Narrabri and 
Walgett Shire Council local government areas.  This year the CMA declined to continue with a 
regional report. 
 
Former clause 220 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires Council to 
consult with the community regarding a State of the Environment Report.  Delays in finalising the 
report made community consultation impractical. 
 
A digital copy of the report (pdf file) was circulated to Councillors under separate cover. 
 
If adopted by Council, copies of the report will be made available via Council’s web site. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
 Circular 10-21 from The Division of Local Government, dated 23 August 2010. 

 Local Government Act 1993. 

 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, especially former clauses 218 to 226. 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council, community, Division of Local Government – Department of Premier and 
Cabinet. 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 
 2009/2010 State of the Environment Report  

 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note and endorse the Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report for 2009-2010, as 

prepared by Council’s Director of Planning & Regulatory Services. 
 
2. Submit the Walgett Shire State of the Environment Report for 2009-2010, to the Division 

of Local Government, Department of Premier and Cabinet, as a component of Walgett 
Shire Council’s Annual Report. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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18. GROWTH STRATEGY & LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1109 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides an overview of recent progress with the Walgett Shire Growth Management 
Study and Strategy and Walgett Shire Local Environmental Plan project.  It is recommended that 
Council note and endorse the various recent actions taken. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
At a meeting held on 24 August 2010, Walgett Shire Council considered a report which detailed 
the status of the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy (GMSS) and Walgett 
Shire Local Environmental Plan (LEP) project.  The report also provided background information 
the project being delayed.  Council subsequently resolved to: 

 
 
A meeting was held on 14 October 2010 at the Western Region office of the Department of 
Planning in Dubbo.  The following parties attended the meeting: 

 Lois Gray, Regional Director, Western Region of the Department of Planning. 

 Wayne Garnsey and Wade Morris, Department of Planning. 

 Don Ramsland, General Manger, Walgett Shire. 

 Matthew Goodwin, Director Planning & Regulatory Services, Walgett Shire. 

 Ian Sinclair, principle of Edge land Planning, who has been engaged by Council to 
prepare the GMSS and LEP. 

 
As a result of that meeting the Department of Planning wrote to Walgett Shire Council on 
18/10/10 (see Attachment A).  The key issue arising from that letter is that a relatively short time 
line is now proposed and expected for the finalisation of the GMSS and LEP project. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
* Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, 

dated November 2010 (Amended from the October 2008 version as detailed in Attachment 
B). 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, Department of Planning, State government agencies, community. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
In 2004 Council committed $140,000 (GST excluded) for the Walgett Shire land use strategy and 
Local Environmental Plan project.  Council has allocated a budget of $42,000 for Local 
Environmental Plan and Development Control Plan development this year, which is adequate to 
maintain the dollar for dollar commitment required under the MOU for the planning reform fund 
grant. 
 

 Growth Strategy & Local Environmental Plan  

 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the letter dated 18 October 2010 from the Regional Director, Western Region of the 

Department of Planning regarding the Walgett Shire Council Planning Reform Fund 
Project for the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy and Local 
Environmental Plan.  Also that the Department indicated that a finalisation date of 1 
September 2012 is not acceptable. 

 
2. Endorse and adopt the November 2010 version of the Walgett Shire Growth Management 

Study and Strategy as prepared by Edge Land Planning. 
 
3. Note and endorse the letter dated 8 November 2010 from the General Manager to the 

Regional Director, Western Region of the Department of Planning which: 
  (a)  Submitted the November 2010 version of the Walgett Shire Growth Management 

Study and Strategy and requested the Director General’s endorsement for the 
document. 

  (b)  Submitted a letter dated 19 October 2010 from the Department of Industry and 
Investment which endorsed Walgett Shire Council’s proposal to have a 400 
hectare minimum holding size for a dwelling entitlement on rural land. 

  (c)  Submitted a modified ‘Planning Reform Fund – Request Variation to Project’ which 
proposes completion of the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and 
Strategy and Local Environmental Plan project by 30 June 2011. 

 
4. Request that the General Manager proceed with the drafting of the Walgett Local 

Environmental Plan based on: 
  (a)  Standard Instrument (Local Environmental Plans) Order 2006 
  (b)  The land use planning recommendations contained in the November 2010 version 

of the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Attachments: 
 
A – Letter dated 18-10-2010 from Regional Director, Department of Planning to Council 
B – Letter dated 8-11-2010 from General Manager to Department of Planning 
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Attachment A – Letter dated 18-10-2010 from Regional Director, Department of Planning 
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Attachment B – Letter dated 8-11-2010 to Department of Planning 
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19. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE 
APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1367 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The table following this report provides details of: 
Development Applications (DA) approved under delegated authority by the Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services. 
Complying Development Certificate applications approved by Council’s Senior Health and 
Building Surveyor, Len Smyth, as a Building Professionals Board Accredited Certifier. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public and applicants 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

 Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications  

 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the report on: 
 
 (a)  Development Applications approved under delegated authority by the Director 

Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin, during October 2010. 
 
 (b)  Complying Development Certificate applications approved by Council’s Senior 

Health and Building Surveyor, Len Smyth, as a Building Professionals Board 
Accredited Certifier during October 2010. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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Attachments: 
 
A – Report on DAs and CDCs issued during October 2010 
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20. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION FROM THE 
DIRECTOR PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin, Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/434 

 

 
a) PESTICIDE CONTAMINATED SOIL STOCKPILE, WALGETT AIRPORT 

Parsons Brinckerhoff Australia Pty Limited provided a draft report titled “Pilot Soil Treatment 
Trial for Stockpile Located in the Vicinity of Former Crop Duster Wash Down Area at the 
Walgett Airport, dated 16 September 2010.  It provides details of trials undertaken at 
Council’s request to determine whether the addition of lime to the soil at various rates would 
significantly reduce contamination.  A detailed report on the recommendations contained in 
the report will be submitted to Council within the next two months. 

 
b) URBAN ADDRESSING PROJECT 

Council is undertaking a project to review urban addresses and provide street number plates 
to all urban building owners within the Shire.  The status of the project within the respective 
towns and villages is summarised below: 

 Collarenebri – The placement of street numbers on buildings commenced on 8-11-
2010 and is being undertaken by volunteers from the Collarenebri Men’s Group. 

 Burren Junction – The majority of street numbers were placed on buildings in early 
November by the Burren Junction unit of the Rural Fire Service. 

 Lightning Ridge – Public consultation has commenced regarding proposed changes 
to street number allocations in Pandora St and Harlequin St, as resolved by Council 
at the 26 October 2010 Council meeting.  A report on any submissions received will 
be provided to Council when the consultation period ends. 

 Rowena – The Rowena unit of the Rural Fire Service has been provided with street 
numbers and they are expected to be placed on buildings when the members have 
time available. 

 Cumborah – The Cumborah unit of the Rural Fire Service has been provided with 
street numbers and they are expected to be placed on buildings when the members 
have time available. 

 
c) AGREEMENT WITH LPMA TO HOST CORS 

Recently the General Manager entered into an agreement with the Land and Property 
Management Authority (LPMA) for Walgett Shire Council to host a Continuously Operating 
Reference Station (CORS).  The CORS station is one in a network scattered throughout 
NSW which provides spatial references for accurate positioning and guidance in real-time. 
The network is be able to provide sub-metre accuracy for applications such as mapping and 
asset management, while solutions at the 2cm level are available for higher accuracy 
positioning and guidance applications. 
 
Council hosts an antenna, GPS receiver and internet connection which enable the CORS 
station to operate and transmit data to the LPMA.  In return gets free access to the 
correctional data generated by the system which can be used by Council for differential 
Global Positioning System (GPS) survey work. 

 
d) DIFFERENTIAL GPS SURVEYING OF WATER & SEWER NODES 

A series of projects to survey water and sewer infrastructure nodes in Lightning Ridge and 
Walgett with differential Global Positioning System (GPS) surveying equipment, using 
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correctional data supplied by the CORS station, has been delayed by software compatibility 
issues. 

 
e) SWIMMING POOL OWNERS 

In late October about 130 pool owners listed in Council’s private swimming pool register 
were posted a copy of leaflets published on June 2010 by the Division of Local Government, 
Department of Premier and Cabinet titled: 

 Swimming Pool Laws, and; 

 Home Swimming Pool Safety Checklist. 
 
f) DRAFT WALGETT LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 

Work has been progressing on the draft Walgett Shire Local Environmental Plan, including: 

 Refining a land use matrix provided by the Dubbo regional office of the Department of 
Planning.  The matrix identifies what land uses are permissible and prohibited within 
a given zone. 

 Preparing a series of 50 maps which show proposed zoning, heritage, minimum lot 
sizes, height of buildings, etc in accordance with Department of Planning LEP 
mapping standards. 

 Requesting assistance from the Department of Planning to address issues 
associated with requests by the Department of Environment, Climate Change and 
Water (DECCW) for Council to use poor quality mapping data of environmentally 
sensitive areas / natural resources in conjunction with the LEP. 

 
g) SUBMISSION REGARDING CODES SEPP 

State Environmental Planning Policy 60 – Exempt and Complying Development [SEPP 60] 
will cease on 31 December 2010.  In recent presentations and meetings the Department of 
Planning (DOP) has stated an intent to amend State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt 
and Complying Development Codes) 2008 [Codes SEPP] so that new dwellings in rural 
areas will be classified as complying development under the Codes SEPP. 
 
However, the DOP has also stated that it intends to exclude new dwellings in rural areas 
within 250m of a ‘mine’ from being complying development.  For most LGAs and 
circumstances this would be appropriate, but for the Walgett Shire it will generate significant 
numbers of unnecessary Development Applications on the ‘preserved’ opal fields.  A 
submission has been made by the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services to the DOP 
that excluding dwellings from being complying development on the preserved opal fields was 
not likely to serve any public purpose, hence changes to the proposal should be considered. 

 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Planning 
& Regulatory Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services for brief 

mention, or information only, be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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21. AFM – WATER RESTRICTION POLICY REVIEW  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   10/354 

 

 
Summary 

 
The Water Restriction Policy was approved on the 27 October 2009 and subject to a review after 
a year of its formal adoption. The policy has been reviewed and this report recommends that 
Council accept the Water Restriction Policy 2010 Rev. 2010. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background) 
 
The Water Restriction Policy was first presented to Council’s Ordinary Meeting on 29 September 
2009. The Water Restriction Level 1 sets out the following table: 
 

Use of the water systems such as hand held hoses connected to the water scheme supply, 
micro-spray or automatic irrigation sprinklers for lawns and gardens is prohibited other than 
the following times:  
 

 Residential premises from 5:00am to 8:00am and 6:00pm to 10:00pm daily 

 Public parks, sport fields and school grounds from 8:00pm to 4:00am, Mondays to Fridays 
(for fully and non-automated sprinklers) 

 Commercial premises from 8:00am to 4:00pm Mondays to Fridays. 

 
The fundamental principle of water restriction categorization levels above was accepted except to 
Commercial Premises. Council then resolved on 27 October 2009 the following:  
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On 27 October 2009, Council resolved the following after  

 
The Resolution 335/09 adopted was once again amended on 15 December 2009 as shown in the 
following:  

 
The Review. The Water Restriction Policy finally adopted on 15 December 2009 though not 
policed vigorously over the past year appeared to be practical but should be amended. The 
Water Restriction Levels of the Policy (page 3) are amended and re-numbered as follows:   
 

4.1.2 Residential premises from 5:00 am to 9:00 am and 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm daily 
4.1.3 Public parks, sport fields and school grounds from Midnight to 7:00 am, (any fully 

automated sprinklers only) Mondays to Fridays 
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4.1.4 Public parks, sport fields and school grounds from 7:00 am to 12:00 noon, 
Mondays to Fridays (for non-automated sprinklers only)   

4.1.5 Commercial premises from 7:00 am to 12:00 noon Mondays to Fridays.  
 
The Implementation Dilemma. On several occasions breaches occurred over the past year, 
however no one was penalized accordingly possibly because of the following reasons:  
 

 Lack of initiative to carry out random audits to make sure that restrictions are complied. 

 Lack of ‘closed-the-loop’ customer management system to effectively record all the 
events, assign tasks and complete transactions at certain cut-off periods. 

 
Similar issues may occur when Council commences charging water fees to all householders on 
01 July 2011 in accordance with the AFM – Water Meter Policy.  
 
Relevant Documents: 
 
AFM – Water Restriction Policy 2009 
AFM – Water Meter Policy 2009 
AFM – Asset Management Policy 2010 
Water Management Regulation 2003  

Walgett Shire Council Draught Management Plan 

 
Stakeholders 
 
Walgett Shire Council 

 
Social and Community Implications: 
 
Council to continuously provide statements or reminders to householders regarding their 
obligations to minimize consumption of water usage through Council’s website and newsletters, 
local newspapers, local meetings and water minimization initiatives. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council consider building up its water education program fund in the 2011/12 budget formulation. 
 

 AFM – Water Restriction Policy Review  

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. Council approve the AFM – Water Restriction Policy 2010 effective 30 November 2010. 
 
2. Council consider providing $10,000 for a Water Minimization Program in the 2011/12 

budget formulation. 
 
3. Council approve in principle to review its Infringement Implementation System and  

Customer Service Management System to take effect on 01 July 2011. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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22. LIGHTING IMPROVEMENT AT COLLARENEBRI AIRPORT  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo O Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   10/666 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council approve the reduction of the 2010-2011 Footpath 
Rehabilitation Program in order to fund the shortfall of $35,000 necessary to match the grant of 
$35,000 approved from the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 
Local Government.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
After successfully completing the sealing of the Collarenebri Aerodrome on February 2010, 
Council made inquiries again from the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government if Council can re-apply for another 1:1 funding grant 
arrangement to improve the lightning facilities of this aerodrome. Council was informed that while 
the plan is commendable, the department will not guarantee its approval this financial year.     
 
Council took on a position that it will lose nothing, nevertheless, and forwarded its $70,000 grant 
application to the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 
Government on 10 April 2010. However, due to the remote possibility of having the project 
approved by the funding agency in the 2010-11 year, the $35,000 budget was withdrawn 
voluntarily by the Director of Urban Infrastructure Services from the final preparation of the urban 
department. 
 
22 October 2010 the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 
Government notified Council of the grant approval of $70,000 and subsequently sent the Funding 
Agreement for Council acceptance. The approving agency reminded Council to complete the 
project at the end of March 2011.  
 
Council staff was caught unaware of this fast approval and the Director of Urban Infrastructure 
Services promptly conducted a financial review of the department to determine if some funds can 
be re-allocated with minimal operational disruptions. 
 
Several options were considered but the most logical way of funding the shortfall of $35,000 is 
reducing the budget of the Footpath Rehabilitation Program yet to be tendered at the end of 
November 2010. The approved budget to carry-out this program is $400,000. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Grant Application – Collarenebri Lighting Improvement  
Grant Application Approval - Collarenebri Lighting Improvement  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Collarenebri Community 
Walgett Shire Council 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Reduction shall affect the footpath asset improvements programmed this year but not significant. 
 
Social and Community Implications: 
 
Health and Safety arrangements of the aerodrome will greatly improve the visibility for pilots, 
especially during emergency landings and night weather conditions. 
 

 Lighting improvement at Collarenebri Airport  

 
Recommendation: 
 
1) Council accept the $70,000 grant offered by the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 

Regional Development and Local Government based on the 1:1 funding arrangement. 
 
2) Council approve to reduce the 2010-2011 Footpath Rehabilitation Program to $365,000 

and use the amount of $35,000 to fund the Collarenebri Aerodrome Lighting Improvement 
Project. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Appendix 1 – Notice of Grant Approval 
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23. MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   10/585 

 

 
1. WATER AND SEWERAGE  

 
a. Country Water and Sewerage Program. No news available yet regarding the request 

of additional funding at this stage. Still maintains contact with the NSW Office of Water. 
 
b. Major Collarenebri Water Treatment Plant Failure. Still waiting for a report from 

Veola regarding the up-grade improvements of the plant. 
 

2. CAPITAL WORKS 
 
a) Footpath Replacement and Construction. To tender at the end of November. The 

project is expected to start in early January 2011.  
 
b) BP Station Improvement Program. The project is still on hold and waiting for further 

developments. Project scheduling of the proposed drainage up-grade across Fox and 
Warrena Sts in progress. K & G section to be removed and gravel shoulder dressed up 
as temporary measure as discussed with Mr. Ed Colless. Works programmed to start 
from Monday 22 November. 

 
3. GRANTS 

Fluoridation Plants – Collarenebri and Walgett. Negotiations with the Department of 
Water re-commenced. A Water Engineer from Aquafilt Engineering  Pty Ltd was appointed 
by the department to carry-out investigations and prepare the necessary designs for both 
plants free of charge to Council. 
 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL and FLOOD MANAGEMENT 
 
Expression of Interest – Climate Change Action Planning Workshop. The Expression 
of Interest submitted to the Local Government Shire Association (LGSA) to hold a Climate 
Change Action Planning Workshop in February 2011 was successful.  A teleconference 
with LGSA will be conducted on 25 November 2010 regarding the strategy and methods to 
ensure that the workshop is successful. 
 
This workshop is funded by NSW Environmental Trust and therefore, free to Council.  
However, the cost of providing tea, coffee, milk and biscuits shall be borne by Council but is 
not expected to exceed $356.00. 

 
Council received a congratulatory letter from Moree Shire Council regarding the 
forthcoming workshop. 

 
04 November 2010 – Murray-Darling Basin Briefing Session (Dubbo). The Director of 
Urban Infrastructure Services attended the Bourke briefing session on 05 November 2010 
while the Mayor and the General Manager attended the Dubbo Session on 04 November 
2010.  
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Walgett Levee Up-date A copy of Works Program from May 2007 is attached for 
information providing the following details from November 2010 to March 2011: 
 

 Concept Design Completion  – mid-November 2010 

 Environmental Analysis  -  mid-November 2010  

 Levee Design (Civil and Mechanical - final) - end of March 2011 

 Final Reporting including Cost Estimates  - end of March 2011 
 

 The final Levee Plan shall be reported to Council on December 2010. 
 

5. BUILDING AND AMENITIES 
 
a) Lightning Ridge Bore Baths. Sealing of carpark completed by SRS Roads P/L 
 
b) Lightning Ridge Lions Park: Sealing of carpark completed by SRS Roads P/L. 
 
c) Flats at 32 Euroka Street Walget. Council notified Elders regarding the 334/10 

Resolution withdrawing the sale of flats from the market. The “For Sale” signs to be 
removed.  

 
Valuer from Moree Real Estate valued the property at $100.000 or a range between 
$85,000 and $110,000. General maintenance is required to the guttering and painting 
(internal and external) of the premises. No estimates at this stage but quite costly. 

 
d) Walgett Medical Centre – Wee Waa Street Walgett Two quotes were received one 

from Gwyder Construction amounting to $8,850 excluding GST and second from Col 
Verrall amounting to $2,882 including GST. Approval was given to Col Verrall a local 
Plasterer, to: 

 remove the damaged plasterboard ceiling 

 install metal ceiling battens and re-line with new plasterboard and 90mm cornice 

 install bulkhead over hall door and 

 replace architrave around windows.  
 

Repairs to the ceiling are being carried out to ensure the building meets acceptable 
standards. 
 
The previous tenant paid $286 rent per week. Should the building be repaired to a 
reasonable standard, the weekly rent should be increased to at least $400. It has not 
been determined the actual cost of rehabilitating the premises at this stage. 
 
There is limited interest in the purchase of the building at this stage because of the 
necessary repairs due to termite damage, drainage problems, movement in the 
building, and a collapsed ceiling (which is being repaired). However, the Attorney 
General’s Department is keen on leasing the building for three years. Discussions 
between Council and the Attorney General’s Department are in progress. 
 
Moree Real Estate valued the property at $160,000 with a reasonable range from 
$150,000 - $170,000 including the Public Toilets which are on the same title. 

 
e) Collarenebri Agency Building/Manager’s Residence. No final decisions yet on how 

these assets are to be managed in the future. Both buildings are still in one title but can 
be sub-divided at any time as all relevant requirements are all met. Council needs to 
engage Country Energy for the installation of separate electric meters at a cost of 
$1,500 but this is not an urgent requirement under the approved Development 
Application.  
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Moree Real Estate valued the Agency building at $65,000 with a range from $50,000 to 
$75,000 while the Manager’s residence at the rear of the Agency is valued at $60,000. 
(Range $50-$70,000). 

 
f) Rental Matters. Council will soon have vacancies in the following 7 properties: 

 
a) 46 Euroka St:   Parthi (Tech Officer) is vacated 5 November 
b) 2/32 Euroka Street flats: Still vacant (one bedroom) 
c) 45 Namoi St:   Recently vacated by Len Smyth (Health & Building) 
d) 3 Montkeila St .   Vacated by Myrene Lovegrove (Finance Manager) 
e) Unit 2/15a Gilbert St.  Vacated by Helena Lovegrove (Records) 
f) Unit 5/15a Gilbert St.  Sam Bandula (H R Manager) vacated 9 November 
g) 50 Cardinal Rd.  Dr Nashid (Rural Doctor) vacating end November. 

 
It is expected incoming staff will be looking for Rental accommodation 
g) Requests For Walgett Accommodation. Council received requests from the 

following interested parties: 
 

 Coolibah Kids for Teacher Housing: suggest the Unit 3/15a at Albert St 

 Rural Financial Counselling Service: have requested accommodation for a single 
person (Mon-Fri) preferably with lock up garage. 

 Maxine Muldoon (Reception WSC): requested rental  suggest 46 Euroka  
 

 Accommodation approvals in the past have been determined by the Housing 
Committee. However, this Committee hasn’t met since last year.  (See report – GM 
item 4) 

 
h) Available For Sale. Unit 3 and 6/15a Gilbert are available for sale as well as Unit A 

18a Arthur St. Elder’s Dubbo are happy to list by private treaty these three units at a 
listing price above the reserve. However no sales can be finalised until the Strata 
Subdivision is registered. 

 
6. CROWN RESERVE MATTERS 
 

a) New Toilet Block - Collarenebri Racecourse Building of the new toilet building is in 
progress according to Mr David Furnell, President of Collarenebri Racecourse.  
With Council’s concurrence, Mr Furnell confirmed the preference of the following: 

 

 Reece to supply and deliver 4000 litre tank at a cost of $2,343.96.incl GST. *Ken 
Matheson has quoted $3,451.80 incl GST for plumbing. 

 Brad Evans Electrical has quoted $1,056.00 incl GST for electrical work. 
 

b) Crown Reserve Reporting System. Council submitted the Second Annual Return 
Reports 2009-10 to the Land and Property Management Authority (LPMA) on 01 
November 2010. The report was not completed as Asset determinations are still in 
progress. An explanatory letter to LPMA is supplied in this report.   

 
c) Collarenebri Showground/Racecourse Reserve No: D630054 A media release from 

the Hon Christine Robertson MLC regarding the approval of $5,000 for the 
showground up-grade was received on 25 October 2010. The government has made a 
grant of $3,500 and offered a $1,880 loan over five years at 7.5%.  

 
Awaiting paperwork of offer from LPMA before submitting a report to Council to 
consider providing a budget of $1,880 to pay the loan amount in the next financial year 
instead of having the $1,880 loan over five years.  
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d) Burren Junction Sports Oval Crown Reserve No.  R44101.  The Burren Junction 

Cricket Club, in cooperative partnership with Council, installed the synthetic grass free 
of charge on behalf of Burren Junction community on 19 November 2010. The cost of 
material is $1,650 including GST. 

 
e) Lighting Ridge Netball Court. A report is required to roll over $20,000 current budget 

allocation to financial year 2011/2012. This will enable Council to apply for grants in 
early 2011as the $20,000 is insufficient for the task. Initial estimate of at least $150,000 
is necessary to up-grade this site which comprises two netball courts. A report will be 
prepared for the February 2011 meeting. 

 
f) Burren Junction Borebath Up-dates 
 

Table and Chair Settings. Second quote to supply and install two sets of picnic 
settings in steel at a cost of $$2,343.00 incl GST has been accepted. Expected to be 
installed before the end of November 2010. 

 
Evaporation Pond Up-dates.  

 
On 28 September 2010, Council passed Option 2 of the Resolution No. 305/10 
authorizing the General Manager to write an official letter requesting LMPA to request 
the Minister of Lands to refuse the claim submitted by NSWALC. Arrangements for a 
meeting with the Local Aboriginal Lands Council, before taking any further action, is 
still in progress. 
 
On same date, Council received a renewed Authority to occupy Lot 49 DP 40744 and 
Lot 1 DP 1153934 (previously identified as Lot 1 DP 181329, Parish of Burren East as 
an interim measure. The Land and Property Management Authority (LPMA) expect to 
proceed with the sale of this land to Council in coming months.  
 
A letter has been received from NSW Office of Water regarding Council’s proposal to 
purchase the parcel of land which is the site of the Burren Junction Bore Baths, being 
Lot 10 DP 1134743 containing an area of 2.023 hectares. The NSW Office of Water 
determined the property is surplus to requirements and is prepared to transfer title to 
Council.  
 
The land houses the bore, baths, amenities and caravan park. The land would be 
subject to Council granting access to enter the land by NOW officers and that NOW will 
incur no costs associated with the sale. The Valuer General’s Department assessed 
fair value of the land at $3,760.00. Council need to advise NOW if it wishes to 
purchase the land at the stated price.  

 
g) Carinda Swimming Pool Crown Reserve No. 80297. The new shade structure has 

been damaged once again due to high winds. Preparation of insurance claims in 
progress. 

 
h) Walgett Shire Office Building Repairs. The repairs to the ramp at the RTA Walgett 

Office have been completed this month.  
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7. CONFERENCE AND TRAINING SESSIONS 

Mr Roy White attended a one day exhibition and seminar staged by Randwick Council who 
exhibited their recycled water program for swimming pools, parks and gardens and 
workshop. This included stormwater harvesting and reuse. 

 
Murray-Darling Basin Public Forum. Councillor Murray and Director of Urban 
Infrastructure Services attended the public meeting at Bourke on 04 September 2010.  

 

 Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matters listed by the Director Urban Infrastructure Services for brief mention or 

information only be received and noted 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 

 
Nil 
 
 
 
 
 


