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29 July 2008 
 
Administrator 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
in the Walgett Shire Council Chambers commencing at 9.30am. 
 
 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett 
Shire and I would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

11. Presentation of Petitions 
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12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORTS  

1. Investment Report as at 31 July 2008........................................................... 25 

2. Occupational Health & Safety ....................................................................... 27 

3. Progress Report on the recommendations of the Walgett Shire Council Social 
Plan 2007-2010..................................................................................................... 29 

4. Quarterly Management Review to 30 June 2008 .......................................... 38 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES REPORTS 

5. Landowner Consent a for Development Application to Create an Easement 39 

6. Easement for Electricity Supply, Lightning Ridge Aerodrome ....................... 41 

7. Development Application for Villas................................................................ 46 

8. Heritage Advisor Appointment Review.......................................................... 62 

9. Heritage Strategic Plan 2009-11 ................................................................... 64 

10. Walgett Shire Growth Management Study & Strategy .................................. 67 

 

16. Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

19. Close of Meeting 
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6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
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7. Confirmation of Minutes 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

ON TUESDAY, 15 JULY 2008 COMMENCING AT 10.02 am 

 

PRESENT 
 

Mr Vic Smith   Administrator 
Mr Ray Kent   General Manager 
Mr Matthew Goodwin  Director, Planning and Regulatory Services 
Mrs Carole Medcalf  Director, Corporate and Community Services 
Mr Ian Taylor   Director, Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 
Miss Jodie Gates  Minute Secretary 
 

Administrator Vic Smith acknowledged the traditional owners of the land within the Walgett Shire 
and acknowledged the present Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now reside within 
this Shire. 
 
Administrator Vic Smith welcomed those attending the meeting and invited any member of the 
community to address matters listed within the Council Agenda. 
 

OPEN FORUM PRESENTATIONS 

 

No presentations were made. 
 

140/08  Confirmation of Council Minutes 

 

RESOLUTION: 
 

It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 
17 June 2008 be confirmed 
 

CARRIED 
 

141/08  Additional Council Meeting in September 2008  

 

RESOLUTION 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that: 
 
An additional ordinary meeting of Council be held  at 10.00am Tuesday 2nd September 2008 in 
Walgett. 
 
The General Manager undertake the appropriate public notification of the meeting. 
 
CARRIED 
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142/08  Annual Performance Review of General Manager 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that: 
 
The General Manager's performance be formally recorded as being assessed as of better than 
satisfactory standard 
 
The TRP of the General Manager be increased by 10% 
 
The professional development allowance in Schedule D of the Contract of Employment of the 
General Manager be reduced from $5,000 to $3,000 per annum 
 
The professional memberships allowance in Schedule D of the Contract be reduced from $1,500 
to $700 per annum 
 
Annual leave for the General Manager be increased by five (5) days per annum 
 
The General Manager's accommodation subsidy be paid fortnightly 
 
CARRIED 
 

143/08  Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that: 
 
Prior to the Draft Policy being placed on public exhibition, that all references to overseas travel be 
deleted from this policy. 
 
The Draft policy, “Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors” be placed on 
public exhibition for a period not less than 28 days and submissions on its provisions be invited. 
 
The Draft Policy be further considered at the September 2008 Ordinary Meeting of Council, along 
with any submissions received during the public exhibition period. 
 
CARRIED 
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144/08  Code of Conduct 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the Motion of the Administrator that: 
 
The attached ‘Walgett Shire Council Code of Conduct” be adopted. 
 
Council make a public call for persons interested in being appointed as conduct reviewers. 
 
A report on the outcome of the public call be placed before either the September or October 
Ordinary Meeting of Council. 
 
Conduct reviewers be appointed for a term of 12 months, with the possibility for re-appointment. 
Such appointments to be made at the same Council meeting at which Council determines 
delegates, representatives and members in respect of external bodies. 
 
Council determines not to pay conduct reviewers a fee but rather to meet all out of pocket 
expenses. 
 
Council’s solicitors, Booth Brown Samuels and Olney, be invited to nominate a Solicitor from the 
firm to be a conduct reviewer. 
 
CARRIED 
 

145/08  Code of Meeting Practice 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that: 
 
Attachment A to the Code of Meeting Practice be retitled ‘Order of Business”. 
 
The new Order of Business attached to the report be adopted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

146/08  Report on Management Plan 2007/2008 – 2011/2012 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that the Report on the Management Plan 
2007/2008 – 2011/2012 for the period April 2008 – June 2008 be received. 
 
CARRIED 
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147/08  Review and Update of Policies and Development of Policy Manual  

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that: 
 
1.  That Council rescinds all previous policies, with the exception of those 4 named in  
this report and those, if any, adopted at this meeting. 
 
2.  That Council adopts those policies presented at this meeting and attached to this report as 
Walgett Shire Council Policy Manual. 
 
CARRIED 
 

148/08  Investment Report as at 30 June 2008 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that the investment report as at 30 June 2008 
be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

149/08  Rates and Charges outstanding 30th June 2008  

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council receive the Rates 
and Charges Outstanding 30th June 2008 Report and note the favourable trend. 
 
CARRIED 
 
The Administrator would also like to thank all staff involved in ensuring this trend continues and 
that staff be congratulated. 
 

150/08  Budget “Carry forwards” to 2008/09 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council transfer the following 
amounts to restricted funds for the purposes listed: 
 
Rural Addressing Project      $40,000 
Cat holding Facility        $5,000 
Pesticide Pit Remediation       $46,660 
Kerb and Guttering Renewal Program    $50,000 
Collarenebri Youth Centre     $180.00 
Lightning Ridge Youth Centre      $458.45 
Walgett Youth Centre      $894.04 
 
CARRIED 
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151/08  Tourism Development Activities – July 2008 Report 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that: 
 
That Council request the General Manager to arrange for a proposal (suitable for preparing a cost 
estimate and seeking landowner’s consent for an activity application) to be prepared for 
establishing a primitive Camping Ground at the Alex Trevaillion Park. 
 
That Council receives and notes the Tourism Development Officers report for July 2008. 
 
CARRIED 
 

152/08  Former Walgett Railway Station Building 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
Place advertisements within the Walgett Spectator and the Lightning Ridge News advertising its 
intention to dispose of the former Walgett Railway Station building and seeking written 
expressions of interest from the community for its reuse or demolition within two months. 
 
Consider any submissions received at the October 2008 meeting of Walgett Shire Council prior to 
making a decision about the disposal of the building. 
 
CARRIED 
 

153/08  The Australian Opal Centre – Lightning Ridge  

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that the Development Application 2008012 be 
approved under the following conditions of development consent: 
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CARRIED 
 

154/08  Alcohol Free Zones 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
Note the written representations received from the Anti-Discrimination Board of NSW, the Walgett 
Aboriginal Medical Service and the NSW Police on the proposed alcohol free zones. 
 
Establish alcohol free zones in Walgett and Collarenebri over the areas currently covered by 
Alcohol Free Zones, as shown in the maps included with this report. 
 
Establish an alcohol free zone in Lightning Ridge over the existing area plus an additional area 
within Onyx Street near the hotel, as shown in the map included with this report. 
 
Write to the Anti-Discrimination Board of NSW and state that: 
Council notes the Board's objection to the establishment of alcohol free zones in Walgett, 
Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri on the basis that it believes that the proposed zones are 
inconsistent with the Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones issued by the Department of 
Local Government, 1995. 
Council received two other submissions regarding the proposed zones.  One from the Walgett 
Aboriginal Medical Service noted that its directors "endorse the continuation of the zoning of 
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Alcohol-free areas within the Walgett Shire".  Another from the NSW Police supported the existing 
zones in Walgett and Collarenebri, as well as proposing an extension to the Lightning Ridge zone. 
Council observes that both the guidelines and the Local Government Act 1993 do not prohibit 
alcohol free zones over the larger parts of towns.  The guidelines only suggest “that it would 
usually be inappropriate to zone the greater part of a town” “as alcohol-free”.  The obvious 
inference is that the guidelines accept that unusual circumstances may require the greater part of 
a town to be established as an alcohol free zone. 
Compared to the majority of towns in NSW, unusual circumstances do exist in Walgett, Lightning 
Ridge and Collarenebri with regard to the frequency, extent and repercussions of alcohol 
consumption in public streets and car parks. 
It is quite clear that the zones are not inconsistent with the Ministerial Guidelines.  In that context 
Walgett Shire Council resolved to establish alcohol free zones in Walgett and Collarenebri over 
the areas that it proposed.  In Lightning Ridge it resolved to make a slight increase in the area of 
the zone. 
 
Inform the local Police Patrol Commander, officer in charge of the local police stations, affected 
liquor licensees and Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service that a resolution has been made to 
establish the zones. 
 
CARRIED 
 

155/08  Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council resolve to note the 
Development and Complying Development Certificate applications dealt with under delegated 
authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during June 
2008. 
 
CARRIED 
 

156/08  Pesticide Residue Pit at the Walgett Aerodrome 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
Proceed with a project to excavate the contaminated soil at the Walgett Aerodrome Pesticide 
Residue Pit and dispose of it at the Walgett Waste Depot, in accordance with the document titled 
"Final Report – Remediation Action Plan - Former Crop Dusting Washdown Area, Walgett Airport, 
NSW", dated 18 June 2008, as prepared for Walgett Shire Council by URS. 
 
Note that the budget reallocation proposed for the pesticide pit remediation in the Funds 
Restriction Report elsewhere in this business paper will be used to fund the pesticide pit 
excavation and disposal project. 
 
CARRIED 
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157/08  2008-2009 Regional Roads Repair Program 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Council note that it has been unsuccessful 
in obtaining REPAIR Program funding in 2008/2009 and that subject to further advice the RR333 
Walgett – Carinda Road Reconstruction and Sealing project will be reduced in scope to $1M in 
2008/2009. 
 
CARRIED 
 

158/08 Variation of Management Plan – Walgett Landfill License Compliance –  
Leachate and Water Testing 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator: 
 
That a new budget item be created for Walgett Landfill License Costs (ledger 21.4801); 
 
That funding of $15,000.00 be transferred from ledger account 21.0401.2601 Kerbside Domestic 
Waste Management Collections to the new ledger account: and 
 
That funding of $15,540.00 be transferred from ledger account 21.0401.3883 Community 
Domestic Waste Management Collections to the new ledger account. 
 
CARRIED 
 

159/08  Local Area Traffic Committee 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Council note and adopts the 
recommendations of the recent meeting of the Local Area Traffic Committee on 19 June 2008 
subject to the confirmation of these minutes by NSW Police 
 
CARRIED 
 

160/08  Minutes from the Mungindi – Menindee Advisory Meeting 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that the report of the Mungindi – Menindee 
Advisory Council be received.  
 
CARRIED 
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161/08  Closed Council Meeting 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that the public be excluded from the meeting 
pursuant to Section 10A (2) (c) and (g) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
The following resolutions were brought forward from the Closed Council Meeting:- 

 

162/08  Write off of Sails for Sunshade Debtor Account 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that Council write off the amount of $891.19 in 
total on account number 1458.12 Sails for Sunshade, inclusive of legal fees. 
 
CARRIED 
 

163/08  Sundry Debts Write Off 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
It was resolved on the motion of the Administrator that the total amount of $5,270.46 be written off 
in respect of the following three debtor accounts: 
 
$2,293.55 for account 1135.12 – Ontrack Installations 
$800.00 for account 128.12 – Mr P Jacobs and Ms D Jackson 
$2,176.91 for account 750.14 – Estate of late A M Terry 
 
CARRIED 
 

164/08  Disclosure of Interest in Written Returns 

 
The General Manager, Ray Kent tabled Returns pursuant to Section 449 (1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 for the following staff members: Ian Taylor, Clarence Chape, and Roy 
White, as well as a return pursuant to Section 449 (3) of the Local Government Act 1993 for 
Matthew Goodwin. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.15am 
 
To be confirmed by Council at its ordinary meeting to be held on Tuesday, 5th August  2008. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 Administrator       General Manager 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 15 July 2008 be confirmed 
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

 

12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice 

 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

 

14. Reservation of items for Debate 
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15. Reports of Officers 

 

1. INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 JULY 2008 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Amy Taylor – Customer Service Officer (Finance) 

FILE NUMBER:   180/02/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of July 2008. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The investment summary as at 31 July 2008 is enclosed 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the investment report as at 31 July 2008 be received. 
 



 

INVESTMENTS - CONSOLIDATED

Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 

Act 1993 No 30, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date

(days)

Bankwest Term Deposit 196 7.36 487/08 05-Aug-08 $ 500,000.00          

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 175 7.40 491/08 12-Aug-08 $ 300,000.00          

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 179 8.14 492/08 19-Aug-08 $ 250,000.00          

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 182 7.80 493/08 26-Aug-08 $ 500,000.00          

Citibank Term Deposit 182 8.24 494/08 02-Sep-08 $ 500,000.00          

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 182 8.41 495/08 09-Sep-08 $ 500,000.00          

Westpac Term Deposit 182 7.56 498/08 16-Sep-08 $ 500,000.00          

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 175 7.80 499/08 16-Sep-08 $ 500,000.00          

Suncorp Term Deposit 175 7.97 500/08 23-Sep-08 $ 500,000.00          

Bank of Qld Term Deposit 175 8.20 501/08 30-Sep-08 $ 500,000.00          

Local Govt Financial Services Term Deposit 169 7.95 502/08 07-Oct-08 $ 500,000.00          

Westpac Term Deposit 216 7.60 503/08 08-Dec-08 $ 500,000.00          

Suncorp Term Deposit 154 7.86 504/08 14-Oct-08 $ 500,000.00          

Local Govt Financial Services Term Deposit 154 7.80 505/08 21-Oct-08 $ 500,000.00          

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 154 8.06 506/08 28-Oct-08 $ 500,000.00          

Bankwest Term Deposit 154 8.26 507/08 04-Nov-08 $ 300,000.00          

Bank of Qld Term Deposit 154 8.45 508/08 11-Nov-08 $ 250,000.00          

Citibank Term Deposit 154 7.80 509/08 18-Nov-08 $ 500,000.00          

CBA Term Deposit 92 7.50 510/08 16-Sep-08 16-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00          

Royal Bank Canada Term Deposit 92 7.70 511/08 16-Sep-08 16-Mar-11 $ 500,000.00          

Citibank Term Deposit 154 8.02 512/08 25-Nov-08 $ 300,000.00          

Savings & Loans Credit Union (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 154 8.52 513/09 02-Dec-08 $ 500,000.00          

IMB Ltd Term Deposit 168 8.28 514/09 16-Dec-08 $ 500,000.00          

ACCU (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 182 8.50 515/09 06-Jan-09 $ 500,000.00          
Comminvest (FIIG Securities) Term Deposit 182 7.95 516/09 13-Jan-09 $ 500,000.00          

Bankwest Term Deposit 182 8.40 517/09 20-Jan-09 $ 300,000.00          

Suncorp Term Deposit 182 7.95 518/09 27-Jan-09 $ 500,000.00          

Grange Securities - Zircon Finance Limited Floating Rate CDO 92 9.12 22-Sep-08 20-Sep-14 $ 500,000.00          

Grange Securities - MAS6-7 Floating Rate CDO 94 9.82 22-Sep-08 20-Jun-15 $ 255,932.50          

Grange Securities - Helium Floating Rate CDO 92 9.14 23-Sep-08 23-Jun-14 $ 203,798.00          

Grange Securitis- Magnolia Floating Rate CDO 92 9.32 22-Sep-08 20-Mar-12 $ 50,638.00            
$ 13,210,368.50     

 



2. OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    David Callander – Coordinator OH&S  

FILE NUMBER:   295/07/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report outlines the current status of the installation of the security system at 77 Fox St 
Walgett by Scott Murray Security Services Pty Ltd.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The installation of an electronic security system utilising proximity tags and linked to a dedicated 
computer system which will allow greater control over access to the Walgett Shire Council 
administration building has commenced. 
 
Scott Murray Security Services Pty Ltd of Moree was awarded the contract to install the system. 
The installation was programmed to be commenced / completed 23rd - 27th June '08 however 
due to non availability of some components required, installation will not be completed until week 
ending 6th July ’08. 
 
The existing fire panel has been connected to the new security system which is equipped with 
‘back to base’ monitoring providing a higher level of fire protection. The fire panel was previously 
not monitored. 
 
In addition to the original plans, a proximity entry pad has also been located at the back gate 
allowing access to the secured carport area, thereby eliminating the need for a key. 
Keys to the large gates will be placed on the key rings of the pool cars and other cars / bus 
currently being garaged. 
 
Following completion of the installation, training will be provided to staff explaining how the 
system works and what is required by staff to access the building, how the system works in the 
event of an emergency, a blackout and other possible emergency scenarios. 
 
A review will be conducted approximately four weeks after the system is initiated via feedback 
from staff whereby it is expected that any small hiccups will be raised / resolved.  
Scott Murray Security Services will provide a 24hr ‘help line’ if required.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
June Council meeting minutes 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Scott Murray Security Services 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the report on the installation of the security system.  
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

5 August 2008   Page 29 of 73 

3. PROGRESS REPORT ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL SOCIAL PLAN 2007-2010 

REPORTING SECTION: Director - Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Gai Richardson – Manager Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   305/01/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report presents to Council the progress on the recommendations of the Walgett Shire 
Council Social Plan 2007 – 2010.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Plan is in accordance with the Walgett Shire Council Management Plan  
2008-2013, whose mission is for Council to be an advocate for social matters on behalf of the 
community.  
 
The Walgett Shire Council Social Plan was adopted at the 16 October 2007 Council meeting. A 
list of recommendations and achieved outcomes is attached.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Social Plan 2007-2010 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Wakgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Community 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and adopt, as tabled, the progress report on the recommendations of 
the Walgett Shire Council Social Plan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Reviewed recommendations of the Walgett Shire Council Social Plan 2007-2010 
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ATTACHMENT ONE 
 
PROGESS REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL SOCIAL 

PLAN 2007-2010 
As at 23rd July, 2008 

 
3: CHILDREN 
 
3.1.1. Recommendation 
 
Council continue to ensure that children residing in and visiting the Shire have access to a range 
of quality care, educational and social facilities and services. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council continues to provide extensive youth programs in partnership with other local agencies. 
Investigation for funding opportunities for the upgrade of Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri Youth 
Centres is ongoing. Council continues to conduct after school activities in the Walgett, 
Collarenebri and Lightning Ridge Youth Centres.  Council recently took over the auspice of the 
Walgett Vacation Care Program from the Walgett Aboriginal Medical Centre. Vacation Care 
Programs continue to be implemented during the school holidays in Walgett, Collarenebri, Grawin 
and Lightning Ridge. 
 
3.1.2 Recommendation 
 
Council support the Family Day Care Service to establish In-Home Care Services. Council 
continue to seek family day carers, and ensure that information regarding the new carer’s grant 
for assistance in the up costs for family day care is promoted and made available for prospective 
carers. 
 
Outcome 
 
All information is made available and family day care is continually promoted. There is presently 
one (1) Carer in Collarenebri operational at the time of preparing this report.  
 
In Home Care Services have commenced with four (4) families and 16 children currently receiving 
In Home Care Service support. It is expected that a further six (6) families with 14 children will be 
joining the service in the next couple of months. 
 
3.1.3 Recommendation 
 
Council prepare a cost analysis and undertake a feasibility study for establishing a centre based 
child care service at the Family Day Care cottage located in Pitt Street, Walgett.  
 
Outcome 
 
An initial request to the Minister for Community Services, to allow the Family Day Care Cottage to 
be used as a Family Day Care venue for carers was denied. Further investigation is continuing to 
allow the Family Fay Care Cottage to be used as a Centre Based Care facility, primarily for 
children of Council staff. 
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3.1.4 Recommendation 
 
That Council investigate the opportunities for work based placements at the Long Day Care 
Centre to assist in attracting and retaining skilled staff. 
 
Outcome 
 
Currently there are no placements available at the Long Day Care Centre 
 
3.1.5 Recommendation  
 
Council pursue opportunities for available grants and subsidies to improve facilities and further 
activities at our youth centres. 
 
Outcome 
 
Applications for funding to provide activities at the Shire youth centres have been successful.  
Recent successful grant applications include Beyond Blue Mental Health grant of $2,000, Arts on Tour 
and Arts grant of $17,000 and NSW Country Arts Support Programs grant for $1,800.  The Walgett Shire 
Youth Council are also pro-active in sourcing funding opportunities. 

 
Further applications for funding by the Youth Development Officer and Youth Council are ongoing. 
 
3.1.6 Recommendation  
 
Council continue to maintain and provide facilities, including playground equipment that meet 
Australian Standards for all the community. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council has recently removed all non compliant/high risk playground equipment from parks across 
the shire. New equipment will be replaced at Lightning Ridge with the gradual replacement of all 
playground equipment over the next five years.  
 
Council has an allocated budget of $80,000 p.a. for the next 5 years to replace playground 
equipment and facilities in the major parks in the towns and villages in the Shire and is currently 
waiting on results of a grant application submitted to the Department of Local Government for 
playground equipment for three sites in the Shire 
 
Lightning Ridge and Walgett Libraries both have identified children’s areas which are accessed 
for story time and visits by vacation care, pre-schools  and play groups.  
 
4. YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
4.1.1 Recommendation  
 
Council continue to support services for young people aged 14-24 years 
 
Outcome 
 
Council Youth Workers support services and organised activities for young people aged 14-24 
years.  Council have formed an action focused Shire Youth Council with youth representatives 
from Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. 
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4.1.2 Recommendation 
 
Council support programs initiated by Government agencies that address alcohol and substance 
abuse by young people. 
 
Outcome 
 
Programs that Council support or work in partnership with include the Community Drug Action 
Team  (CDAT), NSW PCYC, Youth off the Streets (YOTS) and Reconnect. 
 
4.1.3 Recommendation 
 
Council support the establishment of ‘drop in’ centres within the Shire for young people where that 
can available themselves of information, encouragement and support. 
 
Outcome 
 
A “Chill Out’ room at Walgett Youth Centre is fully functional and has recorded a large number of 
young people utilizing this space. A donation of computers from TAFE will allow computer access 
for young people as soon as the computers are set up. 
 
4.1.4 Recommendation    
 
Council, with support of the Department of Education staff, encourage students to participate in 
School to Work programs 
 
Outcome 
 
A School to Work Program has commenced with indoor and outdoor Council staff acting as 
mentors for the students involved. The 2007 program saw five (5) students begin the program 
with four (4) students undergoing staff appraisals and finishing the program in 2007.  
 
The program re-commenced operation in 2008 with five (5) students from Walgett, two (2) from 
Lightning Ridge and three (3) from Collarenebri working with Council staff. 
 
4.1.5 Recommendation 
 
Council promote and implement the ‘School to Work’ program to all businesses in the Shire, 
through its Economic Development Officer,  Aboriginal Liaison Officer, and the Community 
Liaison Officer. 
 
Outcome 
 
The ‘School to Work Program’ re-commenced in 2008. PCYC management have agreed to 
accept a student in the ‘School to Work’ program.  
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5. WOMEN 
 
5.1.1 Recommendation 
 
Council support initiatives by the Health Services to recruit family and domestic violence 
Counsellors 
 
Outcome 
 
Ongoing recruitment occurs by Walgett and Lightning Ridge Health Services, Walgett Aboriginal 
Medical Service, Walanba Yuna Vhanoo (Women’s Legal Services) to recruit family and domestic 
violence Counsellors. Council supports these initiatives as the Community Services Manager 
attends meetings with the Interagency, Domestic Violence Committee, Namoi House and Barwon 
Cottage Committee and other relevant meetings. 
 
5.1.2 Recommendation 
 
Council continue to support proposals to increase the availability of accessible and affordable 
child care throughout the Shire 
 
Outcome 
 
Council recently assisted by way of an interest free loan of $350,000 to “Coolibah Kids” for the 
opening of a long day care centre in Walgett. This loan is now fully re paid with the centre fully 
operational. 
  
Council also operates Family Day Care which services the whole Shire.  This service is currently 
undergoing a review by Council. 
   
In Home Care, which must operate within an existing Family Day Care service, has recently 
commenced in Walgett Shire Family Day Care.  In Home Care is an alternate   method of 
accessible and affordable child care and operates throughout the Shire with families assisted with 
Child Care Benefits by Centrelink. 
 
6. OLDER PEOPLE 
 
6.1.1 Recommendation 
 
Council support initiatives to meet the demand for facilities and services in aged care including 
housing, personal care, transport and recreational needs. 
 
Outcome 
 
Lightning Ridge HACC Centre is now complete with the dementia unit project commenced  
 
6.1.2 Recommendation 
 
Council support proposals to increase service provision of programmes aimed at the “well” aged 
to assist them to remain at home in order that they can continue to self care. 
 
Outcome 
 
Lightning Ridge HACC Centre now complete with the dementia unit project commenced. 
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6.1.3 Recommendation 
 
Council support funding submissions by organisations and agencies for Independent  Living Unit 
Accommodation. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council continues to support submissions when requested. 
  
6.1.4 Recommendation 
 
Council support proposals for increased mental and general health care agencies for ageing 
people through the State and Commonwealth Government for residents of the Shire. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council recently supported Dubbo City Council to maintain level of specialised health care in 
Dubbo via questionnaires provided by Walgett Shire residents.  
 
7. PEOPLE WITH DISABILTIES 
 
7.1.1 Recommendation 
 
Council support agencies seeking funding possibilities that will enable the opportunity to increase 
health related transport across the Shire. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council continues to support funding submissions when requested. 
 
7.1.2 Recommendation 
 
Council support organisations and agencies to increase allied health, mental health and therapy 
service provision across the Shire. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council recently supported Dubbo City Council to maintain level of specialised health care in 
Dubbo via questionnaires provided by Walgett Shire residents. Council has also resolved to 
contribute to CWA Association Scholarship Scheme for medical students. 
 
7.1.3 Recommendation 
 
Council support and give encouragement to people with disabilities so that they are aware of 
available training opportunities.  
 
Outcome 
 
Walgett Shire Council is an Equal Employment Opportunity organisation. All training opportunities 
are offered to all staff.  
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

5 August 2008   Page 35 of 73 

7.1.4 Recommendation 
 
Council develop a Disability Action Plan, through a process of consultation with people with 
disabilities, service providers and the community to enable compliance with planning needs.  
 
Outcome 
 
To assist with the development of a Disability Action Plan as per 7.1.4, the Community Liaison 
Officer has contacted  the Gilgandra Shire Council and Gosford City Council, who have agreed to 
forward copies of their Disability Action Plans. On contacting the Coonamble Shire, the 
Community Liaison Officer was advised Coonamble Shire Council do not have a Disability Action 
Plan, that as local relevant service providers and the Department of Disability, Ageing and Home 
Care have their own resources and action plans, Coonamble Shire Council has agreed to work 
with them for a more cohesive co-ordination of service provision. 
 
7.1.5 Recommendation 
 
Council provide disabled access to all Council owned buildings.   
 
Outcome  
 
At present Council’s main agencies have disabled access.  These are the Council Chambers, the 
Walgett Library and Visitor Information Centre and the Collarenebri Agency. 
 
8. ABORIGINAL PEOPLE. 
 
8.4.1 Recommendation 
 
Council continue to support and encourage employment opportunities for  Aboriginal people. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council is an Equal Employment Opportunity organisation and provides employment based on 
merit. At present there are a large number of aboriginal people employed by Council. Council also 
supports programs by BEST Employment, Community Development Employment Program and 
Juvenile Justice by providing positions for unemployed people. Council employed an Aboriginal 
Liaison Officer in 2007 which has assisted Council in identifying potential employment 
opportunities for Aboriginal people. 
 
Council will continue the School to Work Program in 2008.  
 
8.4.2 Recommendation 
 
Council continues is efforts to encourage better understanding of cultural awareness and sharing 
of differences and communication with the community. 
 
Outcome 
 

• Council has employed an Aboriginal Liaison Officer who regularly liaises and 
communicates with members in the Aboriginal community throughout the Shire on 
Council’s behalf. 

 
• Council has developed a draft Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation 

Plan. It is expected that this plan will be presented to the April meeting. 
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• Council staff attend the Community Working Party and Interagency meetings. 
 

• All Council staff have undertaken cultural awareness training. 
 
8.4.3 Recommendation 
 
Council support programs initiated by Governments and Aboriginal Organisations to improve 
accommodation for Aboriginal people. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council continues to support initiatives when requested. 
 
8.4.4 Recommendation 
 
Council support programs that allow educational opportunities within the Shire to enhance cultural 
and diversity. 
 
Outcome 
 
Council continues to support programs when requested. Council staff underwent cultural 
awareness training in 2007. 
 
9. PEOPLE FROM CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE 
 BACKGROUNDS. 
 
9.4.1 Recommendation 
 
Due to the ageing of culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds(CALD) residents, Walgett 
Shire Council support service providers seeking to secure additional hostel and nursing home 
beds, especially for people with dementia. 
 
Outcome 
 
The dementia unit attached to the HACC Centre in Lightning Ridge has commenced. 
 
9.4.2 Recommendation 
 
Walgett Shire Council continually review the Local Ethnic Affairs Priority  Statement (LEAPS) with 
the view to the ongoing education of staff when dealing with people from culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds . 
 
Outcome 
 
Outcomes achieved for Local Ethnic Affairs Priorities Statement and Action Plan was presented to 
Council in February 2008. Council staff underwent cultural awareness training in 2007. 
 
9.4.3 Recommendation 
 
Walgett Shire Council continues staff training sessions for better understanding and compliance 
with EAPS guidelines. 
 
and  
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9.4.4 Recommendation 
 
Walgett Shire Council ensures people from diverse cultural backgrounds have equitable access to 
services. 
 

• Council has offered staff training sessions for all staff which included the use of the 
Translator Interpreter Service (TIS).   

• Council has placed ‘Welcome’ language signs and the TIS Language Card in all Council 
agencies for access for staff to assist  people with poor English skills. 

 
10. ACCESS AND TRANSPORT 
 
Recommendations 
 
10.1.1 Council support proposals to provide and improve transport services between towns and 
outlying villages. 
 
10.1.4 Council provide in kind and support to services providers who are  endeavouring to seek 
funding to improve transport and access to residents within the Shire. 
 
10.1.2 Council to continue to audit the condition of footpaths in the central business districts of 
towns and prioritise areas in greatest need of replacement and up  grading to allow ease of 
access for residents. 
 
10.1.3 Council, through its Engineering department lobby for additional funding to upgrade 
footways throughout the major towns and outlying villages within the Shire. 
 
Outcomes 
 

• Council is working with BEST Employment and CDEP to provide Work for the Dole 
Projects which have upgraded footpaths in Walgett and Collarenebri.  These programs will 
continue depending on the availability of funding for the projects and the availability of 
human resources and supervisors. 

 
• Council continues to audit footpaths throughout the Shire with the priorities and funding 

available determining replacement and priority. 
 

• Council continues to support proposals and funding applications for the improvement of 
transport services. 
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4. QUARTERLY MANAGEMENT REVIEW TO 30 JUNE 2008  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate & Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Myrene Lovegrove – Manager Finance 

FILE NUMBER:   180/08/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report presents to Council the quarterly financial review for the period ending 30th June, 
2008. 
 
Report to be tabled at meeting. 
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5.  LANDOWNER CONSENT A FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 
TO CREATE AN EASEMENT  

REPORTING SECTION: Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Janet Babic – Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   DA 2008/0018 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A Development Application has been lodged to create an easement for electricity at the Lightning 
Ridge Aerodrome.  The application requires landowner's consent to be processed under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  This report recommends that Walgett Shire 
Council give landowner's consent. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
BC Opals Pty Ltd have lodged Development Application 2008018 to create an easement to 
enable mains electricity connection to its facilities on Lot 12 DP 833122 at the Lightning Ridge 
Aerodrome.  The land on which the easement is located (Lot 162, DP 862540) is owned by 
Walgett Shire Council and is part of the Lightning Ridge Aerodrome. 
 
The application requires landowner's consent to be processed under the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979.  A report on the Development Application is included subsequently in 
this business paper. 
 
Assessment suggests that the easement will not interfere with airport operations and would 
facilitate access to mains power for all hangar owners. 
 
In this context it is recommended that Walgett Shire Council give landowner's consent for 
Development Application 2008018. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Development Application 2008018. 
Report on Development Application 2008018 (included subsequently in the business papers for 
this Council meeting). 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council - as the landowners 
B.C. Opals Pty Ltd - as the applicant 
Hangar owners at the Lightning Ridge Aerodrome 
Country Energy - as the suppliers of electricity 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council consent to Development Application 2008018 to create an 11 
metre wide easement over part of Lot 162 in DP 862540 for the purpose of supplying 
electricity to the owners of aircraft hangars at the Lightning Ridge Aerodrome. 
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6. EASEMENT FOR ELECTRICITY SUPPLY, LIGHTNING RIDGE 
AERODROME 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Janet Babic - Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER:   DA 2008/0018 

 

 
Summary:  
 
A Development Application has been lodged to create an easement for the supply of electricity at 
the Lightning Ridge Aerodrome. It recommended the Walgett Shire Council approve the 
application. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
B.C. Opals Pty Ltd has lodged a Development Application to create a 11 metre wide easement for 
the purpose of supplying electricity. The easement is proposed to be located on Lot 162 in DP 
862540 as shown in Figures 1 and 2 below. The land is owned by Walgett Shire Council. The 
apparent intention of the applicant is to enable the extension of mains electricity from near the 
Lightning Ridge Airport terminal building to Lot 12 DP 833122 where the company has a hanger. 
 
Discussions with Country Energy staff suggest that an 11 metre wide easement is typical for an 
overhead power line. While there is potential for works associated with the new power line to 
interfere with Council property, (particularly a sealed road located within the easement), such 
interference is regarded as unlikely in the normal course of events. 
 
There are fifteen privately owned lots that are effectively landlocked to varying degrees by Lot 162 
which completely surrounds them.  Most of the private lots have hangers, but they cannot access 
mains electricity without an easement or public road corridor through Lot 162 to enable Country 
Energy to establish the required infrastructure. 
 

 
Figure 1 Plan of proposed easement 
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Figure 2 - Location of proposed 11 metre wide easement shown in thick dotted line. 
 

STATUTORY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 
79C (1)(a)(i) PROVISIONS OF ANY ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING INSTRUMENT. 
Under the Interim Development Order No. 1 – Shire of Walgett 1968 (IDO) the land is located 
within “Non-urban 1(a)” zone.  Clause 41 of State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 
2007 does not apply to this development because it is a private development. 
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79C (1)(a)(ii) PROVISIONS OF ANY DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING INSTRUMENT 
THAT IS OR HAS BEEN PLACED ON PUBLIC EXHIBITION. 
Not applicable. There are no relevant draft environmental planning instruments on public display. 
 
79C (1)(a)(iii) ANY DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN. 
Not applicable. There are no current Development Control Plans in Walgett Shire 
 
79C(1)(a)(iiia) ANY PLANNING AGREEMENT THAT HAS BEEN ENTERED INTO UNDER 
SECTION 93F, OR ANY DRAFT PLANNING AGREEMENT THAT A DEVELOPER HAS 
OFFERED TO ENTER INTO UNDER SECTION 93F 
Not applicable. No planning agreement has been proposed. 
 
79C(1)(a)(iv) THE REGULATIONS. 
Section 92 and 92A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 prescribe 
additional matters for consideration (see comments below). 
 
79C (1)(b) LIKELY IMPACTS OF THE DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS ON BOTH THE NATURAL AND BUILT ENVIRONMENTS, AND SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC IMPACTS IN THE LOCALITY. 
Current land use on surrounding land is predominantly opal mining, residences located on mineral 
claims, Western Lands leases for residential purposes and the Lightning Ridge Airport.  The 
proposal is unlikely to adversely impact on the surrounding land uses.  
 
From a social and economic perspective the proposal has potential to significantly benefit all 
owners of aircraft hangars at the Lightning Ridge Aerodrome by enabling access to mains 
electricity (if the easement allows general access).  It is recommended that a condition of consent 
be imposed requiring that the easement be of a nature that allows general access to mains 
electricity for other lot owners at the aerodrome (instead of solely benefiting the owner of Lot 12). 
 
79C (1)(c) SUITABILITY OF THE SITE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT. 
MINING: Opal mining may have taken place on or near the site in the past, but this is not 
expected to have a significant impact on the suitability of the site for the proposed development. 
 
PUBLIC ROAD ACCESS:  The easement will share a boundary with an adjacent hanger access 
road which would provide access for maintenance. 
 
OVERALL:  There are no other known environmental or other factors that make the site 
unsuitable for the proposed development. 
 
79C (1)(d) SUBMISSIONS MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ACT OR THE REGULATIONS. 
Not applicable.  Under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 the proposal is 
local development with no opportunity for submissions under the act or regulations. 
 
79C (1)(e) THE PUBLIC INTEREST. 
Adjoining landowners were notified of the Development Application and no objections were 
received.  It would appear to be unreasonable to refuse the Development Application given that 
this would prevent landowners at the Lightning Ridge aerodrome from accessing mains electricity. 
 
The following matters must also be considered by Council in accordance with the respective 
clauses of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 when making a decision 
on any Development Application. 
92(1)(a) Coastal areas - Not Applicable. 
92(1)(b) Demolition - Not applicable, no demolition work is proposed. 
93 Fire safety and other considerations - Fire schedule attached to conditions of consent. 
94 Consent authority may require buildings to be upgraded - Not applicable. 
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94A Fire safety and other considerations applying to temporary structures - Not applicable. 
95 Deferred commencement consent - Not applicable. 
97A Fulfilment of BASIX commitments - Not applicable. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Approval of the proposed development is appropriate given the potential benefits for all owners of 
hangers at the Lightning Ridge aerodrome.  Nevertheless it would be appropriate to impose a 
condition of consent requiring that the easement be of a nature that allows access to mains 
electricity for other lot owners at the aerodrome (instead of solely benefiting the owner of Lot 12). 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
File number DA 2008/0018 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
B.C. Opals Pty Ltd 
Walgett Shire Council 
Other owners of lots at the Lightning Ridge Aerodrome 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
None 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That the proposed development be approved subject to the following conditions of 
development consent: 
 
PRESCRIBED CONDITIONS OF DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 
As no “work” is to be undertaken there are no prescribed conditions of development consent 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
 
CONDITIONS IMPOSED BY COUNCIL 
The following development consent conditions are imposed by Council. 
 
GENERAL 
Gen 010.  
It is possible that a covenant may affect the land, which is subject to this consent.  The granting of 
this consent does not necessarily override any covenant.  You should seek legal advice regarding 
the effect of any covenants that may affect the land. 
Reason: To avoid breaching the requirements of any covenant. 
 
Gen 011 
Any electricity reticulation is to be underground and set back at least 1metre from the existing 
road and fence. 
Reason: To minimise interference with existing and future Council infrastructure on the site. 
 
SUBDIVISION 
Sub 040. 
That an 11 metre wide easement is created over Lot 162, DP 862540 which enables electricity 
supply to all aircraft hangars at the Lightning Ridge aerodrome. 
Reason: To ensure that the development proceeds in the manner proposed by the applicant and 
approved by Council. 
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Sub 131 
The created easement is to of a nature that allows access to mains electricity for other land 
owners at the Lightning Ridge aerodrome. 
Reason: To ensure that the easement benefits all land owners at the aerodrome. 
 
Sub 120. 
A surveyor’s plan must be submitted to Walgett Shire Council prior to the expiry date of this 
development consent so that the subdivision certificate on the plan can be signed by an 
authorised officer. 
Reason: The subdivision cannot be registered with the Land Titles Office, and be finalised, until 
the subdivision certificate on the surveyors plan is signed by an authorised officer of Walgett Shire 
Council. 
 
Sub 130. 
The subdivision certificate will not be released until development consent conditions under this 
section (titled “Subdivision”) have been complied with. 
Reason: To ensure compliance with the terms of the development consent. 
 
APPROVED PLANS 
Pln 010. 
The development shall be implemented in accordance with: 
(a) All documentation and correspondence submitted by the applicant, or their agents, in 
support of the Development Application, 
(b) the details set out on the plans approved and stamped by authorised officers of Council, 
except as amended by the conditions of this development consent. 
Reason: To ensure that the development proceeds in the manner proposed by the applicant and 
approved by Council. 
 
NOTE - OPAL MINING DISTURBANCE 
Opal mining and prospecting operations may have been previously carried out on, or below, the 
land, which is the subject of this consent, or on adjoining lands.  The developer should make their 
own enquiries to determine whether the land being developed might be adversely affected by 
such activities, prior to proceeding with the development. 
Reason: There are no official records of the extent of opal mining workings within the Lightning 
Ridge area.  It is in the interest of the developer to ensure that there is no evidence that the land 
is detrimentally affected by mining activity. 
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7. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR VILLAS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin, Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   Development Application 2008019 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A Development Application has been lodged to establish six 2 bedroom and two 3 bedroom villas 
in Gilbert St, Walgett on land owned by Walgett Shire Council.  The Development Application has 
been assessed by a consultant planner who recommended that Walgett Shire Council approve 
the application. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Ronald Wright of RF Wright & Associates has lodged a Development Application for six 2 
bedroom villas and two 3 bedroom villas at Gilbert St, Walgett (Lot 31 DP 226373).  The 
Development Application has been lodged on behalf of Walgett Shire Council.  The land is owned 
by Walgett Shire Council and it is currently vacant. 
 

 
FIGURE 1 – LOCATION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SITE (SHADED AREA) 
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FIGURE 2 - SITE PLAN. 
 
 
Under Walgett Shire Council’s “Consent Authority Conflict Policy” (adopted 15 July 2008) this is a 
large scale development.  The policy establishes certain requirements for such developments, as 
follows: 
 

 
 
The standard notification process was expanded by advertising the development proposal in the 
Walgett Spectator on Wednesday 9 July and Wednesday 2 July 2008. 
 
Chalmers Paige was engaged to provide an independent assessment of the Development 
Application.  The assessment report is included as Attachment A and was prepared by Barry 
Cotten, the principal of Chalmers Paige who is a Certified Practising Planner.  The conclusion of 
that assessment states: 
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In the above context it is recommended that the Development Application should be approved 
subject to conditions of Development Consent that are appropriate for the nature and scale of the 
development. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
File number DA 2008018 
Walgett Shire Council’s “Consent Authority Conflict Policy”, adopted 15 July 2008. 
Interim Development Order No 1 - Shire of Walgett, 1968. 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, landholders and occupiers adjoining the development site. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That the proposed development be approved subject to the following conditions of 
development consent: 
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ATTACHMENT A - DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT REPORT 
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ATTACHMENT A - DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT REPORT 
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ATTACHMENT A - DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT REPORT 
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ATTACHMENT A - DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT REPORT 
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ATTACHMENT A - DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT REPORT 
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8. HERITAGE ADVISOR APPOINTMENT REVIEW 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   235/06/26/01 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council's Heritage Advisor has requested that the terms of his appointment be reviewed.  Given 
the initial appointment was made more than six years ago, it is recommended that Walgett Shire 
Council review the situation by seeking expressions of interest from suitably skilled people to be 
appointed as Council's Heritage Advisor. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council receives an annual grant from the Heritage Branch of the Department of 
Planning to assist with costs incurred in having a part time Heritage Advisor.  The current budget 
makes provision for $8,200 to be spent on heritage advisory services (supported by a $4,000 
grant from the Heritage Branch).   
 
A summary of the role of a Heritage Advisor, as noted by the Heritage Branch, is:  

 
 
Walgett Shire Council's current (and first) Heritage Advisor, Graham Hall, was initially appointed 
on 6 February 2002.  No provision was made in the original appointment for regular fee revision 
(for example an annual increase in line with the consumer price index (CPI)).  Recently Graham 
Hall wrote to Walgett Shire Council requesting that it agree to revised fees. 
 
Given that more than six years have passed since the initial appointment of a Heritage Advisor, it 
is recommended that Council fully review the situation by seeking new expressions of interest 
from suitably skilled people to be appointed as Council's Heritage Advisor. 
 
A condition of the annual grant from the Heritage Branch is that Council must engage a 
recognised Heritage Advisor to provide advice on heritage matters. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Heritage Information Series - How to Establish a Heritage Advisor Service, published by NSW 
Heritage Office, Department of Planning, June 2007. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
The public and Walgett Shire Council. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
It seems likely that there will be some increase in the unit costs for advisory services.  These 
costs will be met from the existing budget. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 

1. Write to Council's current Heritage Advisor, Graham Hall, indicating: 
 

a. That Walgett Shire Council is giving one month's notice that it will be terminating 
the agreement dated 6 February 2002 whereby it engaged him to act as Council's 
Heritage Advisor. 

b. Walgett Shire Council's appreciation for the heritage advisory services provided 
during the term of the agreement. 

c. Prior to the termination of the agreement, Walgett Shire Council will be seeking 
expressions of interest from suitably skilled people to be appointed as Council's 
Heritage Advisor. 

 
2. In accordance with the guideline titled "How to Establish a Heritage Advisor Service" 

published by the Department of Planning in June 2007, seek expressions of interest from 
suitably skilled people to be appointed as Council's Heritage Advisor. 
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9. HERITAGE STRATEGIC PLAN 2009-11 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   235/06/26/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council adopt an amended Heritage Strategic Plan. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
At a meeting held on 20 May 2008 Walgett Shire Council resolved to endorse and adopt the 
Walgett Shire Council: Heritage Strategic Plan 2009-11, in the form that it was submitted to 
Council. 
 
The plan was then submitted to the Heritage Branch of the Department of Planning who 
responded by indicating that the plan did not comply with their "Recommendations for local 
government heritage management".  Recommendation 9 requires Council to "Promote 
sustainable development as a tool for heritage conservation". 
 
Walgett Shire Council's Heritage Adviser, Graham Hall, has prepared an amended draft Heritage 
Strategic Plan which is attached to this report.  Variations from the plan adopted by Council on 20 
May 2008 are underlined. 
 
The original plan was prepared with consideration for the relevant recommendations of the 
Heritage Branch (reproduced at the end of this report), as well as for the wide distribution of 
heritage items, low level of development pressure and current administrative arrangements in 
Walgett Shire. 
 
Walgett Shire Council receives an annual grant from the Heritage Branch of the Department of 
Planning to assist with the costs incurred in using a Heritage Adviser.  A condition of that grant is 
that Council must prepare, adopt and implement a Heritage Strategy. 
 
The strategy must be based on the Heritage Branch publication, ‘Recommendations for Local 
Council Heritage Management’. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Recommendations For Local Council Heritage Management, published 2007 by the Heritage 
Branch of the Department of Planning. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, community. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to endorse and adopt the draft amended Walgett Shire 
Council: Heritage Strategic Plan 2009-11, prepared by Council's Heritage Adviser, Graham 
Hall in July 2008. 
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ATTACHMENT 
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10. WALGETT SHIRE GROWTH MANAGEMENT STUDY & STRATEGY 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   315/01/02/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Walgett Shire Council endorse an amended Walgett Shire Growth 
Management Study and Strategy document dated July 2008. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy (GMS) is document that deals with 
many land use planning related matters, including: 

• Providing an overview of existing land use patterns within the Shire.  
• Identifying issues arising from existing land use patterns.  
• Analysing factors that will influence future land use patterns within the Shire, including 

legal requirements, demographics, existing land uses, land availability, etc.  
• Making recommendations to Council to guide its decisions relating to planning and 

services for the future development of the Shire.  
• Providing a mechanism for community consultation and input into land use planning within 

the Shire.  
 
Development of the GMS has involved a lengthy consultation process, with the key steps 
including: 

• Community consultation meetings regarding planning issues were held during November 
2004 in Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. 

• Publication of the GMS – Community Consultation Report in July 2005. 
• Publication of the GMS - Issues Paper in July 2005. 
• A draft GMS was prepared in 2005 and was the subject of extended discussions between 

Walgett Shire Council, the Department of Planning and government authorities, especially 
during April 2006 and March 2007. 

• The draft GMS was the subject of public consultation during August and September 2007 
after being endorsed for exhibition by the Department of Planning. 

• At a meeting held on 19 February 2008 Walgett Shire Council adopted and endorsed the 
GMS with the amendments proposed by Edge Land Planning in the documents titled 
“Analysis of Submissions”, dated November 2007, and “Additional Considerations” dated 
11 February 2008. 

• In February 2008 amendment of the GMS was requested by the regional office of the 
Department of Planning. 

• At a meeting held on 15 April 2008 Walgett Shire Council adopted and endorsed the April 
2008 version of the GMS which included amendments prepared by Ian Sinclair of Edge 
Land Planning to address the issues raised by the Department of Planning in the 
document titled "Comments on Walgett Growth Management Study, dated Feb 08. 

 
On 20 June 2008 the Dubbo regional office of the Department of Planning indicated that 
endorsement was imminent, but dependent upon further refinement of the GMS.  The Department 
has stated that it must endorse the GMS before it will be prepared to issue a Section 65 certificate 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 that will enable Council to publicly 
exhibit a comprehensive draft Local Environmental Plan. 
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The requested refinements were made by Ian Sinclair of Edge land Planning during July 2008, the 
most significant of which were: 

• Addressing several referencing errors. 
• Addressing issues arising from inconsistencies in statistics sourced from the Australian 

Bureau of Statistics. 
• Adding references to the State Environmental Planning Policy (Rural Lands) 2008 

[gazetted in May 2008]. 
• Refining section 2.2.6 - Salinity. 
• Refining section 2.2.7 - Flooding. 
• Refining section 2.2.11 - Water and sewerage infrastructure. 
• Refining section 2.2.12 - Domestic waste disposal. 
• Refining figure 3.1 - Administrative processes associated with opal mining and 

prospecting. 
• Refining section 7.2.7 - Flood prone land. 
• Refining section 7.2.9 - Contaminated land. 
• Refining section 7.3.9 - Domestic effluent management. 
• Refining section 7.3.12 - Infrastructure. 
• Refining section 8.3 - Settlement expansion. 
• Refining section 8.3.1 - Walgett. 
• Revising section 8.3.2 - Lightning Ridge.  This section now refers to the ecological survey 

undertaken by Ozark Environmental Heritage Management in June 2008 in areas 
proposed for rezoning from rural to urban land uses. 

• Refining maps 8.12, 8.15 and 8.17. 
• Revising section 8.4.3 - Issues related to opal mining.  This section was rewritten to take 

account of the requirements of State Environmental Planning Policy (Mining, Petroleum 
Production and Extractive Industries) 2007. 

• Revising section 8.4.5 - Deleting opal mining related recommendations that have been 
rendered irrelevant by the provisions of State Environmental Planning Policy (Mining, 
Petroleum Production and Extractive Industries) 2007. 

 
Walgett Shire Council's Director Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin, has 
assisted Ian Sinclair with the refinements and believes that the changes requested by the 
Department of Planning have generally improved the GMS. 
 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

• Council file 315-01-02-00 – Local Environmental Plan 
• Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, 

dated April 2008. 
• Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, 

dated July 2008. 
• Standard Instrument (Local Environmental Plans) Order 2006. 
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
The community, Walgett Shire Council and State government. 
 
Financial Implications: 
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Fees associated with consultancy services provided by Edge Land Planning are being met from 
the existing budget for Local Environmental Plan development. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 

1. Adopt and endorse the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy 
document dated July 2008, as amended by Edge Land Planning to address issues 
raised by the Department of Planning in June 2008. 

 
2. Forward the Walgett Shire Council Growth Management Study and Strategy 

document, dated July 2008, to the Department of Planning for formal endorsement. 
 

3. Continue with the preparation of a Local Environmental Plan for the whole of the 
Walgett Shire Local Government Area in accordance with: 

(a) The Standard Instrument (Local Environmental Plans) Order 2006; and  
(b) The recommendations contained in the Walgett Shire Growth 

Management Study and Strategy, as prepared by Edge Land Planning. 
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16. Reports of Committees 
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17. Questions without Notice from Councillors 
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18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 
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19. Close of Meeting 

 
 


