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13.  "C" DIVISION CONFERENCE HELD IN LIGHTNING RIDGE IN 
FEBRUARY 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   135/02/01/03 

 

 

Summary: 
 
Information presented at the Conference, which was hosted by Walgett Shire Council at the 
Lightning Ridge Bowling Club on Wednesday 4th February 2009, is provided for the information of 
Councillors. 
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Over 50 persons attended the Conference dinner held on Tuesday 3rd February and 
approximately 70 delegates attended the proceedings on Wednesday 4th February.  
 
Council was represented by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Councillors Smith and Walford and the 
General Manager. 
 
Council's motion, requesting a review of the number and constituency of Shire Divisions, was 
adopted by the Conference. 
 
Attached for the information of Councillors are comprehensive notes, from the Shires Association, 
which cover all current issues facing the industry. 
 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received.  

 

Attachments: Shires Association of NSW - Divisional Tour Notes February/ March 2009 
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14. COUNCILLOR ATTENDANCE AT LGSA TOURISM CONFERENCE 
2009 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/02/00/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
Council Policy "Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors" provides that: 
 
1. "The approval for discretionary trips and attendance at conferences, seminars and training, 
should be approved by a full meeting of Council". 
2. "Apart from the forementioned (Annual Conference of the NSW Shires Association, Annual "C" 
Division Conference, Annual Australian Local Government Women's Association Conference), 
Councillors will generally be limited to attendance at a maximum of three additional conferences 
or seminars in any Financial Year". 
 
This Report seeks Council approval for the attendance of the Mayor and two Councillors at the 
LGSA Tourism Conference 2009.  
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Conference is to be held in Kiama on Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th March 2009. The 
Program is attached, along with the fee schedule ( Registration Fee is $599 per attendee). With 
the world wide recession deepening, it is expected that the significance of domestic tourism will 
markedly increase over the coming year or two. 
 
Councillors Lane and Martinez have an ongoing involvement in tourism promotion within the 
Shire. The President of the Shires Association also made a special call, at the "C" Division 
Conference, for Mayors to attend the Conference. 
 
Provision is made in the Budget for the costs of Conference attendance. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and Shire tourist organisations.  
 

Financial Implications: 
 
Cost of approximately $2,800 
 

Recommendation:  
 
That the attendance of the Mayor and Councillors Lane and Martinez at the LGSA Tourism 
Conference 2009 be approved. 
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Attachments: Conference Program and Fee Schedule 
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15. REQUEST FOR RENT ASSISTANCE - LIGHTNING RIDGE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager  

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/11/11/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
The Co-ordinator of the Neighbourhood Centre has written requesting a commitment from Council 
to provide an ongoing annual rent subsidy of up to $10,000 to enable the body to upgrade to new 
premises. 
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The letter from the Centre is attached. It provides a comprehensive description of the services 
provided and the shortcomings of existing premises. 
 
Council will receive numerous requests for funding of works and projects as it moves into the 
deliberation stage of 2009/10 budget formulation. Some requests will be unsolicited and others 
will be received in response to a public call by Council for submissions. All requests and 
proposals should be considered at the same time. 
 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Residents      
 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
That the Lightning Ridge Neighbourhood Centre be advised that their request for rent 
assistance will be considered at the time of formulation of the 2009/10 Budget.  

 
Attachments: Letter from Lightning Ridge Neighbourhood Centre 
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16. REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE AND PROJECT SUGGESTIONS - 
LIGHTNING RIDGE IMPROVEMENT AND BEAUTIFICATION 
COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/11/11/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
Requests for assistance and suggestions for projects have been received from the Committee. 
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The attached correspondence contains a number of requests and suggestions as follows: 
 
1. Level and gravel the car park area next to the Gem Gardens - Council has resolved to provide 
a grant to the Gem Gardens in the amount of $4,500 from the $492,000 the Council will be 
receiving from the Federal Government's Community Infrastructure Fund. Portion of the funds can 
be utilised for ugrading the parking area. 
 
2. Require a small shipping container to store tools -  a portion of the abovementioned grant can 
be used for this purpose. 
 
3. Seating in Town Centre - Council should consider this suggestion , along with other 
expenditure proposals, when formulating the 2009/10 Budget. 
 
4. Public Toilets in Town Centre - funds for a toilet block have been provided in the 2008/09 
Budget and the toilets are due for completion prior to July 2009. 
 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Lightning Ridge residents and visitors      
 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Recommendations: 
 
That Council provide the Lightning Ridge Improvement and Beautification Committee with 
a copy of this report and advise as follows: 
 
1.  a grant of $4,500 from the Federal Government's Community Infrastructure Fund is 

likely to be available prior to the end of March 2009 and these funds can be utilised 
for improving the parking area and purchasing a tool storage facility.  

2.  expenditure on public seating will be considered at the time of formulation of the 
2009/10 Budget. 

3.  a public toilet block is to be constructed in the Town Centre prior to July 2009. 
 

 
Attachments: Letter from Lightning Ridge Improvement and Beautification Committee 
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17. PRECINCT COMMITTEES 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/09/92 

 

 

Summary: 
 
At its November 2008 Meeting,  Council adopted guidelines for the operation of Precinct 
Committees and resolved to offer annual grants of $500 to the existing Committees in Carinda, 
Burren Junction, Collarenebri and Rowena if they agreed to abide by the guidelines. A similar 
offer was to be made to the Walgett District Ratepayers Association. Additionally, Council 
resolved to make a public call for persons to register their interest in establishing a Precinct 
Committee for the Lightning Ridge area. 
 
This report updates Council on the implementation of the November resolutions and proposes 
further action.   
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The report to the November Council meeting is attached. Pursuant to Council's resolutions the 
following actions took place: 
 
1.  Letters were written to the existing Precinct Committees and the Walgett District 

Ratepayers Association advising of Council's resolutions, providing a copy of the Council 
report and requesting advice as to whether they wished to convene Annual General 
Meetings at which adoption of the guidelines would be considered. A copy of the standard 
letter is attached. Formal responses were received from the Carinda and Rowena 
Committees indicating they would convene Annual General Meetings with a view to 
complying with the Guidelines. A letter of response to Carinda and Rowena, including a 
prescription of financial management requirements, is attached. No formal response had 
been received, at the time of writing, from Walgett Ratepayers though verbal advice was 
received from the President of the Burren Junction Committee and the Secretary of the 
Collarenebri  Committee advising their Committees would not be accepting Council's offer 
of financial support. 

 
2.  Advertisements were placed in the Ridge News (see attached) inviting persons to request 

copies of the Council's report on Precinct Committees and inviting residents to register 
their interest in becoming members of a Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee. In total, 
twelve persons from different families registered their interest and these persons are 
identified in the attached schedule. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Residents of the Shire 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Annual grants to three Precinct Committees totalling $1,500. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1.  The Rowena and Carinda Precinct Committees be provided with a grant in 2008/09 

of $250 each, upon provision of a tax invoice. 
 
2.  The Mayor and General Manager convene a meeting of those residents of the 

Lightning Ridge area, who have registered their interest in becoming members of a 
Committee, with a view to formally establishing Committee membership and, if 
appropriate, assisting with the election of a President and a Secretary. 

 

 
Attachments:  
* Report on Precinct Committees to the November 2008 Council Meeting 
* Letter forwarded to current Precinct Committees and Walgett District Ratepayers 

Association; 
* Letter forwarded to Carinda and Rowena Precinct Committees following their agreement 

to conduct Annual General Meetings 
* Advertisement placed in Ridge News 
* Schedule of persons registering an interest in becoming members of a Lightning Ridge 

Precinct Committee. 
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Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee –  
Families interested in joining 

 

Name Address 

  

Geoff Naismith PO Box 170 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Maria Sorokoput PO Box 1774 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

George McCormick PO Box 879 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Danielle Osbourne PO Box 467 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Michael Taylor PO Box 1431 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Robert Jelbart PO Box 1841 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Katrina Clein PO Box 441 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Karin Thurston PO Box 941 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Christina Johannson PO Box 1821 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Kym Briscoe PO Box 1551 LIGHTNIGN RIDGE NSW 2834 

Petrina Brown PO Box 1233 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 

Kerry McBride PO Box 1233 LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW 2834 
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18. REPORT ON MANAGEMENT PLAN 2008/2009 – 2012/2013 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/11/11/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
This report summarises the extent to which performance targets set by Management Plan 
2008/2009 – 2012/2013 have been achieved during the quarter October 2008 – December 2008. 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Under Section 407 of the Local Government Act 1993 the General Manager is required to report 
periodically on the implementation of the Management Plan. A report must be presented to 
Council within 2 months after the end of each quarter. This report is presented to Council to 
demonstrate achievements for the quarter October 2008 – December 2008. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council  

 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That the Report on the Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013 for the period October 
2008 – December 2008 be received. 
 

 
 
Report to be tabled at the meeting 
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19. A COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN FOR WALGETT SHIRE – 
OUTCOMES FROM COUNCIL’S PLANNING WORKSHOP  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/11/00/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
As the first step towards preparing a 10 year Community Strategic Plan, Councillors participated 
in a Planning Workshop on the 10th February 2009. The Workshop was facilitated by Ms Robbie 
Sefton. This report provides a summary of the outcomes from the Workshop and seeks Council's 

endorsement of the next steps.      

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached is a short "Outcomes Paper" prepared by Ms Sefton following the Workshop. Councillors 
need to review and amend this Paper as appropriate. It is proposed that Ms Sefton, in 
collaboration with the General Manager, prepare a Draft Community Strategic Plan for 
consideration at a further Workshop proposed to be held on Tuesday 17th March (a week prior to 
the Council Meeting). The Draft will follow the format generally prescribed by the Department of 
Local Government and will incorporate all the agreed outcomes from the February Workshop.  
 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Portfolio of documents provided to the February 2008 Planning Workshop. 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and residents 
 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That: 
1.  The contents of the "Report on Initial Strategic Planning Workshop: February 2009" 

prepared by Ms Robbie Sefton, be endorsed 
 
2.  Ms Robbie Sefton, in collaboration with the General Manager, prepare a Draft 

Community Strategic Plan which incorporates all the agreed outcomes from the 
February Workshop 

 
3.  A Workshop to consider the Draft Community Strategic Plan be held on Tuesday 

17th March 2009  
 

 
Attachments: Report on Initial Strategic Planning Workshop. 
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20. COMMUNITY SERVICES ACTIVITIES QUARTERLY REPORT  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Gai Richardson - Community Services Liaison Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   003/05/01/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
This report is a summary of activities from the Council's Community Service Sector 
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 

Libraries. 
 
Northern Regional Library (NRL) has new management and concerns need to be noted of a 
possible reduction of service provision as it appears that the local library staff are being requested 
to undertake duties previously performed by NRL.  IT services may no longer be provided by 
NRL. 
 
Lightning Ridge - the library continues to be very busy and reportedly has the second largest 
patronage of the Northern Regional Libraries.  The Library Officer reports that she has ongoing 
requests for longer opening hours from the patrons. Activities at the Lightning Ridge Library 
include a discussion group called T.A.L.K (They Love Sharing Knowledge) meeting Friday or 
Saturday mornings and Storytime conducted by NRL. 
 
Scarlett Affection, a musical duo currently touring NSW,  performed in the library on December 
13th,  2008 at 11.30. 
 
Lightning Ridge Library -  has commenced a monthly book award for children borrowing and the 
most books and a voucher will be presented annually for the best review by a child. 
 
Walgett Library - has commenced a monthly book award for children borrowing and the most 
books and a voucher  will be presented annually for the best review by a child. 
 
The 3 month trial of extra opening hours on Thursday morning at the Walgett library has proved 
very successful as it has allowed another morning for children's and other groups to visit and 
organise activities. 
 
Storytime is held every Thursday morning and the Embroidery group meet every Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings in the library. 
 
The library officer also visits the preschools and Kookaburra Court on a monthly basis and the 
deposit stations in Carinda and Burren Junction for exchanges. 
 
Vacation Care activities have included Waste to Art, Parts of the Book, Cat Craft and Stories. 
Vacation Care and the Embroidery Groups have met at the same time with very good interaction 
between both groups. 
 
Book Club members continue to meet monthly and review books and are now able to review the 
same books due to donations of multiple books to the club. 
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More men have become members over the past 4 months and there has been an increase in the 
use of talking books - especially with farmers and heavy machinery operators. 
 

Tourism/Visitor Information Centre. 
 
The Tourism officer reported current activities and projects at the November Council meeting.  In 
December the main focus was on gaining information for a report on the primitive camping 
grounds and the completion of the venue infrastructure report for the multi purpose project 
meeting. 
 
There has been an increase in visitors to the Centre over the past few months with the main 
requests being for use of the internet, information on caravan parks or designated camping areas 
and requests for laundry facilities especially from the seasonal workers in the district for the 
harvest. 
 

Collarenebri Agency. 
 
The recent appointment of casual staff has relieved staffing issues and the manager reports that 
business has increased in the past 2 months. 
 

Family Day Care. 
 
The Family Day Care Service closed on 19/12/2008. All of the families in the In Home Care 
Scheme were successfully transitioned to Cobar In Home Care and Family Day Care Collarenebri 
were transitioned to Moree. The toys and resources were distributed to pre schools around the 
Shire and were greatly appreciated. They will be well used by Shire children. 
 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Community 
Walgett Shire Council 
Moree Plains Shire Council 
Northern Regional Library 
 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That the report be noted 
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21. REPORT ON YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICES - OCTOBER 
2008 – JANUARY 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   003/05/01/00 

 

 

Summary:   
 
This report presents a brief overview of Youth Development programs and services planned, 
implemented and completed for the October 2008 – January 2009 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Highlights: 
 
-  Record number of young people attending October Vacation Care programs in all centres. 
-  Successful Christmas Parties in partnership with local services providers. 
-  Lightning Ridge Youth Group stages community focused Christmas Lights Competition. 
-  Anti - Graffiti Initiative implemented in three larger communities. 
-  Anti - Domestic and Family Violence Calendar Project complete. 
 
Youth Centres / after school care: 
 
Attendance numbers for the reporting period have been fluctuating due to the heat and many 
young people attending the pools in communities. Youth Centres are still recording reasonable 
numbers when the weather is cooler and “special events” are offered. 
 
Youth Centres are currently operating at Walgett, Monday –Thursday 3.30 pm-6.30pm . 
Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri, Monday – Thursday 3.00pm – 6.00pm 
 
Vacation Care services: Mon 29th Sep – Fri 10th Oct 08.  
 
Record number of young people engaged in programs and activities offered in the communities of 
Walgett, Lightning Ridge, Collarenebri and Grawin.  
 
Programs included: 
- Country Rugby League skills and drills events in Walgett, Lightning Ridge and 
- Collarenebri 
- Jewellery making   
- Aussie Rules Clinic at Walgett 
- Youth Mental Health Days at all Centres 
- Discos at three larger centres 
- Healthy eating and cooking days 
- Arts and crafts 
 
N B: Vacation Care Services and Programs were conducted 12th January – 23rd January 2009. A 
report of programs and outcomes will be presented in the next quarterly reporting period. 
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Programs / events/ initiatives: 
 
The Anti –Graffiti Poster Competition has begun with young people creating their masterpieces 
during Vacation Care programs conducted in January. All posters entered must have the slogan –
“Don’t trash our town- we live here”, incorporated in the entries. 
 
Walgett based organisation Youth off the Streets have formed partnership with Walgett Youth 
Council and Walgett Shire Youth Development in this program and will fund the prizes and cost of 
printing copies of the winning entries. The winning entries will be reproduced in poster form and 
placed in all youth “hot spots” throughout our communities in a bid to target the increasing 
incidents of Graffiti in our Shire and will be endorsed by the Youth Council. 
 
Murals in the West   Stage 3: 
 
Anti – Drink / Drug Mural on Tommy Johnsons building in Walgett. Walgett Shire Youth 
Development will implement the project with the Art class from Walgett High School. The project 
will be completed to coincide with Youth Week 2009 in March / April and be a significant  part of 
the celebration of Youth. 
 
Walgett Shire Youth Council: 
 
The Walgett Shire Youth Council’s last meeting was held in Walgett on the 20th November at 
Council Chambers. Youth Council addressed numerous issues and affairs with youth and will 
meet again on the 19th February at the Collarenebri Town Hall 10.am 
 
The Lightning Ridge sub – group successfully staged the Christmas lights competition in their 
community in December. 
 
 * Youth Council minutes from November meeting attached. 
 
Staff: 
 
Youth Workers throughout the Shire and Youth Development Officer to engage in Youth specific 
Mental Health trainning on the 25th – 26th March, fully funded by Greater Western Area Health 
Service. 
 
Interviews were conducted on 11th February with three applicants applying for the positions of on-
call youth worker here in Walgett.   
 
School to Work: 
 
The three (3) “School to Work” participants in Youth Development / Services area have 
commenced work again at Youth Centres in Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. 
All students are gaining confidence and looking forward to the year ahead. 
 
Youth Week 2009 - 28/03/09 - 5/4/09 
 
“Make a Move” 
Programs for Youth Week 2009 are in the development stages although we can confirm there will 
be a wide variety of activities, dance parties, youth information afternoons and educational 
opportunities for our young people to engage in with emphasis placed on recognition of our young 
people and promotion  and awareness regarding  their well being. 
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Youth Strategy - A five (5) year plan 
 
Following extensive community, service provider and youth consultation  Walgett Shire Youth 
Development have developed a Strategic Plan in Draft form to be presented to Council next 
month. It  should be noted this document is in “draft form” as we are likely to update the 
information and recommendations when more statistics are available from service providers within 
our community and feedback from communities.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008 / 2009 – 2012 / 2013 
Walgett Shire Youth Council Minutes – 20 November 2008 

 

Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Youth and Young people of Walgett Shire 
Communities on the Walgett Shire 

 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That the report on Youth Development and Services for the period October 2008 – January 
2009 be noted. 

 
Attachments 
 
Walgett  Shire Youth Council minutes. 
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22. COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE SCHEME DONATIONS -2008/2009 
BUDGET 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate & Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Serena Stubbs – Senior Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   180/08/00/00 

 

 

Summary:   
 
This report identifies requests for financial assistance from Council through the Community 
Assistance Scheme 2008/2009 and under Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 
 
This is the second (and final) round of requests for financial assistance for the 2008/2009 
financial year. 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Applications have been received from community organisations for financial assistance under the 
Community Assistance Scheme. The scheme was advertised shire wide, with applications closing 
2 February 2009.  
 
Applicants must be non-profit organisations and based in, or affiliated with, Walgett Shire. 
 
The Community Assistance Scheme objectives being to: 

 Support charities and community projects, events and activities which occur within the 
Walgett Shire area, and are a benefit to the community; 

 Foster or support new services, initiatives and resources within the shire; 

 Improve awareness and use of community services and resources within the shire; 

 Encourage increased participation in local community events within the shire. 
 
Generally, applications for financial assistance are set at a maximum of $500.00 

 

Relevant Reference Documents:   
 
WSC Procedures – AFM – Requests for Assistance 
Section 356 Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008/2009 - 2012/2013 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Various community organisations 
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Financial Implications: 
 
An amount of $15,600.00 has been provided for in the 2008/2009 Budget in accordance with 
Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 - Allocated during the First Round of applications was $9,250 
 - Budget remaining for 2nd Round of applications is $6,350 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1. That Council applies funds for financial assistance under section 356 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 for the last round of 2008/2009 as follows:- 

 
Summary of all applications: 
 

Organisation Project Request Cost of Project / 

Activity

 Recommendation Stakeholders

L/Ridge Community 

Radio Inc

12th Birthday Celebrations 

("Picnic in the Park") - cost 

of live entertainment

$1,000.00 $2,500.00  $                        1,000.00 Community/Shire 

promotion over 

Australia-wide radio

Goodooga CWA * Annual Wool Day lunch 

held in Sep/Oct (major 

annual fundraiser)

$1,000.00 $3,000.00  Nil Community - 

especially children 

and women & medical 

scholarship

Walgett Hostess Club "Welcome to Walgett" 

evening for newcomers to 

Shire

$400.00 $400.00  $                           400.00 Community

Carinda Diggers 

Memorial Hall 

Committee

Catering equipment $500.00 $750.00  $                           500.00 Community

L/Ridge Golf Club ** Purchase 2nd hand small 

slasher

$5,000.00 $5,000.00  Nil L/Ridge Community

Walgett Juniour 

Rugby

Purchase of safety head 

protectors

$500.00 $518.50  $                           500.00 children (aged 5-17) 

of Walgett

 $                        2,400.00 

* Suggest the CWA contact Brewarrina Shire Council as Goodooga falls outside of WSC

** Outside of scope

Total 2008/2009 Budget 15,600.00$             

Allocated during Round 1 (July 2008) 9,250.00$               

Remaining Budget available for Round 2 6,350.00$               

Overs / (Unders) of Budget based on above recommendation 3,950.00$               

Community Assistance Scheme - Round 2 - January 2009 (Ledger no. 11.01010.1405)
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23. INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 JANUARY 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   180/02/01/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of January 2009. 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Investment summary as at 31 January 2009 as follows: 

 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the investment report as at 31 January 2009 be received. 
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INVESTMENTS - CONSOLIDATED

Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 

Act 1993, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date

Term Deposits (days)

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 175 8.52 520/09 03-Feb-09 $ 300,000.00

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 175 8.28 521/09 10-Feb-09 $ 250,000.00
Citibank Term Deposit 168 8.50 522/09 17-Feb-09 $ 500,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 182 7.95 523/09 24-Feb-09 $ 500,000.00

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 175 8.40 524/09 03-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 168 7.95 525/09 16-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Westpac Term Deposit 168 7.89 526/09 16-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 182 7.50 527/09 24-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 182 7.91 528/09 31-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 182 9.14 531/09 08-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 182 9.32 532/09 14-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 91 7.63 535/09 03-Feb-09 $ 300,000.00

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 91 6.00 536/09 03-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Westpac Term Deposit 121 5.60 537/09 08-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

IMB Ltd Financial Services Term Deposit 91 5.70 540/09 17-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Australian Central Credit Union Term Deposit 91 5.20 541/09 07-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Police & Nurses Credit Society Term Deposit 88 5.35 542/09 21-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 91 4.35 543/09 21-Apr-09 $ 300,000.00

Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 91 4.50 533/09 21-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 91 4.60 545/09 28-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 91 4.60 546/09 28-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 91 4.25 547/09 28-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Callable Range Accrual Notes (CRAN)

Commonwealth Bank of Australia bond Term Deposit 90 7.50 538/09 16-Mar-09 16-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00

Royal Bank Canada bond Term Deposit 90 7.70 539/09 16-Mar-09 16-Mar-11 $ 500,000.00

Floating Rates Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDO)

Zircon Finance Limited Floating Rate CDO 92 23-Mar-09 20-Sep-14 $ 175,275.00

Managed Aces SP Floating Rate CDO 94 25-Mar-09 20-Jun-15 $ 64,670.00

Helium Capital Floating Rate CDO 92 24-Mar-09 23-Jun-14 $ 105,800.00

Magnolia Finance Floating Rate CDO 92 23-Mar-09 20-Mar-12 $ 36,500.00

$ 11,532,245.00     

Recommendation:

1. That the Investment Report as at 31 January 2009 be received
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24. QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 2008 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AU,THOR:    Myrene Lovegrove - Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/04/27/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 

This report presents to Council the quarterly budget review for the period ending 31st 
December 2008  
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The quarterly review is a statutory requirement under the Local Government (General) 
Regulations 2005, Part 9, Division 3, Section 203 and is an essential aspect of Council's financial 
management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted to council not later than two 
months after the end of each quarter. 
 
At the Council meeting on 17 June 2008, Council adopted the 2008/2009- 2012/2013 
Management Plan, which incorporated the 2008/2009 budget. 
 
The adopted budget provides for an operating surplus of $130,318 and a capital deficit of 
$15,402,948. The October 2008 Council meeting adopted variations to the original budget 
resulting in an operating deficit of $76,744 and a capital deficit of $14,005,948. 
 
Operating revenue and expenditure relates to supply of services, maintenance and repairs. 
Capital revenue and expenditure relates to additions and improvements to assets.  
 
If the following variations are adopted the budget result will be an operating surplus of 
$782,509.00 and a capital deficit of $14,859,680.00 
 
GENERAL FUND 
 
Increase in operating expenditure/ Decrease in operating revenue: 
 

 An increase in expenditure of $194,000.00 for Roads Maintenance Council Contract for 
routine services will be required to meet the fixed upper limit increased by the RTA. 

 An increase in expenditure of $3,000,000.00 for work in progress and forecast ordered 
works for Roads Maintenance Council Contract – Ordered works will be required to meet 
increased income from the RTA. 

 An additional amount of $6267.82 is required to meet Council’s funding obligation to the 
Rural Fire Service. 

 An additional $84,000.00 is needed to meet Council’s obligation to the noxious weeds 
program. 

 A new expenditure item of $15,000 for corporate planning needs adding to members and 
civic costs. 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

24 February 2009   Page 246 of 361 

Decrease in operating expenditure/ Increase in operating revenue: 
 

 The fixed upper limit for Roads Maintenance Council Contract for routine services has 
been increased by  the RTA by $194,000.00 

 Work in progress and forecast ordered works for Roads Maintenance Council Contract – 
Ordered works will increase income from the RTA by $3,000,000 

 The subscription of $10,000.00 to the Barwon Darling Alliance will not be required. 

 $59,667 was received from the sale of a trust. 

 An insurance refund of $10,000.00 was received. 

 Expenditure of $5,000 for executive consultancy fees has been reduced to zero. 

 Executive expenditure on memberships has been reduced by $5,240.00 to $1,000.00 

 Executive plant running cost budget has been reduced by $10,000.00 

 Executive staff housing subsidy has been reduced by $4,644.00 to $3,000.00 

 Regional road heavy patching works will require $550,000.00 less than budget to complete 
projects this financial year 

 Sealed roads maintenance work will require $110,000.00 less than originally budgeted to 
complete works this financial year. 

 Reduction in regional roads –sealed roads maintenance of $200,000.00 to be utilized for 
regional roads resealing. 

 
Increase in capital expenditure/ Decrease in capital revenue: 

 $30,000 is required to purchase land on which the bore serving the Lightning Ridge Bore 
Baths is located. 

 $30,000 contribution towards a Rural Fire Services Fire shed at Burren Junction. 

 MR 457 will require an additional $660,000.00 for completion. This has been reallocated 
from regional road heavy patching and sealed road maintenance. 

 Utilize $200,000.00 from sealed regional road for regional roads resealing. 
 
Decrease in capital expenditure/ Increase in capital revenue: 

 A decrease of $66,267.82 in the allocation to purchase land for a works depot in Walgett 
has been reallocated to: purchasing land under the bore baths at Lightning Ridge; a 
contribution to Rural Fire Service shed at Burren Junction and an additional operational 
contribution to the Rural Fire Service. 

 
WATER FUND 
 
Nil material variances to report 
 
SEWER FUND 
 
Nil material variances to report 
 
DOMESTIC WATER FUND 
 
Increase in operating expenditure/ Decrease in operating revenue: 

 Domestic waste income will be $50,000.00 lower due to an over estimation. 
 
Decrease in operating expenditure/ Increase in operating revenue: 

 The domestic waste clean up campaign will be reduced by $50,000.00 
 
All other areas of income and expenditure are at expected levels for the second quarter of the 
year.  
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The financial position of the council as at 31 December 2008 is satisfactory, having regard to the 
original estimate of income and expenditure.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Quarterly Budget Review to 30 September 2008 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008/2009 - 2012/2013 
 

Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 

Financial Implications: 
 
Additional operating revenue of $3,213,667.00 and additional operating expenditure of 
$2,354,384.00 will result in a budgeted operating surplus of $782,509.00. An increase in 
$853,732.00 capital expenditure will result in a budgeted capital deficit of $14,859,680.00 
 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council note the quarterly budget review for the period to 31 December 2009 

and adopt the attached changes. 

 

Attachments: 
 
Quarterly Budget Review 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 3 December 2008 

ORGANISATION DIVISION: All Division Summary  

RESPONSIBILITY: General Manager - Ray Kent  

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

 Budget Budget 10/08 Income/Costs Changes Eudget 

OPERATING REVENUE      

 Members and Executive  5,000 5,000 0 0 5,000 

Corporate & Community Services 7,390,789 7,531,789 5,907,810 10,000 7,541,789 

Planning & Regulatory Services 187,022 187,022 68,111 0 187,022 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 11,501,348 11,934,645 7,160,529 3,194,000 15,128,645 

Urban Infrastructure Services 5,015,389 5,015,389 3,850,130 9,667 5,025,056 

TOTAL 24,099,548 24,673,845 16,986,580 3,213,667 27,887,512 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE      

 Members and Executive  377,484 391,484 193,007 15,000 406,484 

Corporate & Community Services 2,137,462 2,137,462 902,560 (34,884) 2,102,578 

Planning & Regulatory Services 1,128,713 1,168,713 552,437 84,000 1,252,713 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 12,651,499 13,378,888 7,601,908 2,340,268 15,719,156 

Urban Infrastructure Services 7,674,072 7,674,072 2,948,498 (50,000) 7,624,072 

TOTAL 23,969,230 24,750,619 12,198,410 2,354,384 27,105,003 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 130,318 (76,774) 4,788,171 859,283 782,509 

CAPITAL REVENUE      

 Members and Executive  0 0 0 0 0 

Corporate & Community Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Planning & Regulatory Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 0 1,440,000 1,340,000 0 1,440,000 

Urban Infrastructure Services 1,090,000 1,090,000 0 0 1,090,000 

TOTAL 1,090,000 2,530,000 1,340,000 0 2,530,000 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE      

 Members and Executive  0 0 0 0 0 

Corporate & Community Services 26,666 26,666 0 0 26,666 

Planning & Regulatory Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 10,879,200 10,922,200 1,804,866 890,000 11,812,200 

Urban Infrastructure Services 5,587,082 5,587,082 508,413 (36,268) 5,550,814 

TOTAL 16,492,948 16,535,948 2,313,279 853,732 17,389,680 
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NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (15,402,948) (14,005,948) (973,279) (853,732) (14,859,680) 

      

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (15,272,630) (14,082,722) 3,814,892 5,551 (14,077,171) 

      

      

WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 3 December 2008 

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Members and Executive  

RESPONSIBILITY: Council and General Manager - Ray Kent 

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

 Budget Budget 10/08 Income/Costs Changes Eudget 

OPERATING REVENUE      

Members and Civic 5,000 5,000 0  5,000 

TOTAL 5,000 5,000 0 0 5,000 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE      

Members and Civic Donations 377,484 391,484 193,007 15,000 406,484 

TOTAL 377,484 391,484 193,007 15,000 406,484 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (372,484) (386,484) (193,007) (15,000) (401,484) 

CAPITAL REVENUE      

Members and Civic 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE      

Members and Civic 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 0 0 0 0 0 

      

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (372,484) (386,484) (193,007) (15,000) (401,484) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 3 December 2008 

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Corporate and Community Services  

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Corporate and Community Services - Carole Medcalf 

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

 Budget Budget 10/08 Income/Costs Changes Eudget 

OPERATING REVENUE      

Community Services 275,679 275,679 192,521 0 275,679 

Corporate Management 12,000 25,000 34,753 0 25,000 

Financial Management 61,500 61,500 63,749 10,000 71,500 

Interest Received 460,000 600,000 344,090 0 600,000 

Rates -Ordinary 4,002,379 4,002,379 3,916,500 0 4,002,379 

Tourism 23,000 11,000 3,380 0 11,000 

Untied Grants 2,556,231 2,556,231 1,352,817 0 2,556,231 

TOTAL 7,390,789 7,531,789 5,907,810 10,000 7,541,789 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE      

Community Services 1,149,366 1,149,366 456,879 0 1,149,366 

Corporate Management 522,785 522,785 252,139 (34,884) 487,901 

Financial Management 58,960 58,960 27,569  58,960 

Interest Received 0 0 0 0 0 

Rates -Ordinary 0 0 0 0 0 

Tourism 406,351 406,351 165,973 0 406,351 

Untied Grants 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 2,137,462 2,137,462 902,560 (34,884) 2,102,578 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/DEFICIT 5,253,327 5,394,327 5,005,251 44,884 5,439,211 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 3 December 2008 

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Corporate and Community Services 

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Corporate and Community Services - Carole Medcalf 

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

 Budget Budget 10/08 Income/Costs Changes Eudget 

CAPITAL REVENUE      

Community Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Corporate Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Financial Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Insurance-General 0 0 0 0 0 

Interest Paid 0 0 0 0 0 

Rates -Ordinary 0 0 0 0 0 

Tourism 0 0 0 0 0 

Untied Grants 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE      

Community Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Corporate Management 20,000 20,000 0 0 20,000 

Financial Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Insurance-General 0 0 0 0 0 

Interest Received 0 0 0 0 0 

Tourism 6,666 6,666 0 0 6,666 

Rates -Ordinary 0 0 0 0 0 

Untied Grants 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 26,666 26,666 0 0 26,666 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (26,666) (26,666) 0 0 (26,666) 

      

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 5,226,661 5,367,661 5,005,251 44,884 5,412,545 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 3 December 2008 

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Planning & Regulations  

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Planning & Regulatory Services - Matthew Goodwin 

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

 Budget Budget 10/08 Income/Costs Changes Eudget 

OPERATING REVENUE      

Community Programs 23,328 23,328 2,242 0 23,328 

Development Management & Support 161,510 161,510 65,869 0 161,510 

Environmental Programs 2,184 2,184 0 0 2,184 

TOTAL 187,022 187,022 68,111 0 187,022 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE      

Community Programs 133,814 133,814 70,936 0 133,814 

Development Management & Support 912,279 942,279 357,121 0 942,279 

Environmental Programs 82,620 92,620 124,380 84,000 176,620 

TOTAL 1,128,713 1,168,713 552,437 84,000 1,252,713 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (941,691) (981,691) (484,326) (84,000) (1,065,691) 

CAPITAL REVENUE      

Community Programs 0 0 0 0 0 

Development Management & Support 0 0 0 0 0 

Environmental Programs 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE      

Community Programs 0 0 0 0 0 

Development Management & Support 0 0 0 0 0 

Environmental Programs 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 0 0 0 0 0 

      

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (941,691) (981,691) (484,326) (84,000) (1,065,691) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 3 December 2008 

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Rural Infrastructure and Support Services 

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Rural and Support Services -Ian Taylor 

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

 Budget Budget 10/08 Income/Costs Changes Eudget 

OPERATING REVENUE      

Emergency Services 25,000 25,000 0  25,000 

Engineering Management 2,289,180 2,289,180 1,085,152  2,289,180 

Plant Operations 2,453,460 2,453,460 1,310,162  2,453,460 

Roads & Bridges 6,733,708 7,167,005 4,765,215 3,194,000 10,361,005 

TOTAL 11,501,348 11,934,645 7,160,529 3,194,000 15,128,645 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE      

Emergency Services 299,320 299,320 56,711 6,268 305,588 

Engineering Management 2,288,556 2,288,556 1,010,613  2,288,556 

Plant operations 1,881,155 1,881,155 948,161  1,881,155 

Roads & Bridges 8,182,468 8,909,857 5,586,423 2,334,000 11,243,857 

TOTAL 12,651,499 13,378,888 7,601,908 2,340,268 15,719,156 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (1,150,151) (1,444,243) (441,379) 853,732 (590,511) 

CAPITAL REVENUE      

Emergency Services 0 0 0 0 0 

Engineering Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Plant, Equipment, Motor Vehicle Purchase 0 0 0 0 0 

Roads & Bridges 0 1,440,000 1,340,000 0 1,440,000 

TOTAL 0 1,440,000 1,340,000 0 1,440,000 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE      

Emergency Services 0 0 0 30,000 30,000 

Engineering Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Plant, Equipment, Motor Vehicle Purchase 1,440,000 1,440,000 293,612 0 1,440,000 

Roads & Bridges 9,439,200 9,482,200 1,511,254 860,000 10,342,200 

TOTAL 10,879,200 10,922,200 1,804,866 890,000 11,812,200 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (10,879,200) (9,482,200) (464,866) (890,000) (10,372,200) 

      

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (12,029,351) (10,926,443) (906,245) (36,268) (10,962,711) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 3 December 2008 

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Urban Infrastructure Services -Siegfredo Coralde 

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

 Budget Budget 10/08 Income/Costs Changes Eudget 

OPERATING REVENUE      

Engineering Management 1,639,027 1,639,027 893,246 0 1,639,027 

Recreation & Community Assets 186,840 186,840 137,436 59,667 246,507 

Properties 330,973 330,973 245,286 0 330,973 

Domestic Waste Management 897,907 897,907 803,024 (50,000) 847,907 

Water Supplies 1,305,910 1,305,910 1,137,993 0 1,305,910 

Sewerage Supplies 654,732 654,732 633,145 0 654,732 

TOTAL 5,015,389 5,015,389 3,850,130 9,667 5,025,056 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE      

Engineering Management 1,638,404 1,638,404 613,223 0 1,638,404 

Recreation & Community Assets 2,374,679 2,374,679 751,042 0 2,374,679 

Properties 808,054 808,054 438,534 0 808,054 

Domestic Waste Management 897,078 897,078 305,992 (50,000) 847,078 

Water Supplies 1,302,402 1,302,402 580,401 0 1,302,402 

Sewerage Supplies 653,455 653,455 259,306 0 653,455 

TOTAL 7,674,072 7,674,072 2,948,498 (50,000) 7,624,072 

NETT OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (2,658,683) (2,658,683) 901,632 59,667 (2,599,016) 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL: Quarterly Budget Review to 3 December 2008 

ORGANISATION DIVISION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

RESPONSIBILITY: Director of Urban Infrastructure Services -Siegfredo Coralde 

 Original Amended Actual Recommended Amended 

 Budget Budget 10/08 Income/Costs Changes Eudget 

CAPITAL REVENUE      

Engineering Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Recreation & Community Assets  0 0 0 0 

Properties 1,090,000 1,090,000 0 0 1,090,000 

Domestic Waste Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Water Supplies 0 0 0 0 0 

Sewerage Supplies 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 1,090,000 1,090,000 0 0 1,090,000 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE      

Engineering Management 0 0 0 0 0 

Recreation & Community Assets 1,280,880 1,280,880 62,917 (36,268) 1,244,612 

Properties 3,333,042 3,333,042 403,718  3,333,042 

Domestic Waste Management 255,635 255,635 0 0 255,635 

Water Supplies 377,525 377,525 41,778 0 377,525 

Sewerage Supplies 340,000 340,000 0  340,000 

TOTAL 5,587,082 5,587,082 508,413 (36,268) 5,550,814 

NETT CAPITAL SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (4,497,082) (4,497,082) (508,413) 36,268 (4,460,814) 

      

NETT DIVISION SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (7,155,765) (7,155,765) 393,219 95,935 (7,059,830) 
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25. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE 
APPLICATIONS  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   007/02/04/55 

 

 

Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director 
Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during December 2008 and January 
2009. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications. 

 

Stakeholders: 
 
Public and applicants. 

 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council note the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory 
Services and General Manager during December 2008 and January 2009. 

 

 

Attachments:  
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26. URBAN ADDRESSING WITHIN WALGETT SHIRE  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    James Abel - GIS Coordinator 

FILE NUMBER:   100/03/00/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
Significant issues exist regarding inadequate house numbering within urban areas of Walgett 
Shire.  This report provides an overview of those issues and an outline of an impending urban 
addressing project that is intended to achieve compliance with the relevant Australian Standard. 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A range of significant issues arise from inadequate numbering on houses within urban areas of 
the Shire, including: 
Houses identified with a mixture of street numbers allocated by Council and lot numbers derived 
from the land title    (mix) 
Premises missing street numbers    (miss) 
No numbering at all      (no) 
Inconsistent sequencing of street numbers  (seq) 
 
Issues from the previous list which arise in each urban area are shown in the table below. 
 

URBAN AREA HOUSE NUMBERING ISSUES 

Walgett Generally in place Miss, seq 

Lightning Ridge  Partial Mix, miss, seq 

Collarenebri Nil No 

Carinda Nil No 

Burren Junction Nil No 

Rowena Nil No 

Cumborah Nil No 

 
A factor contributing to a lack of house numbering has been a common perception that there is no 
need for it because there are no postal deliveries to houses or businesses.  All urban mail is 
presently collected from local postal agencies.  Nevertheless Council staff receive regular 
complaints regarding problems experienced in correctly locating addresses from: 
Emergency Services. 
Service providers such as Telstra, Country Energy, etc. 
The general public. 
 
To address this situation the Planning and Regulatory Services division is planning to undertake a 
project to review urban addressing.  The key objective will be to implement and maintain an urban 
address system that complies with the principles of Australian/New Zealand Standard 4819:2003 
Geographic Information – Rural and Urban Addressing.   
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Issues and actions requiring consideration during this project include: 
 
Reviewing existing urban addresses for consistency with the Australian Standard.   
 
A preliminary review of Council records shows significant inconsistencies in the numbering of 
businesses in Fox Street, Walgett arising from variations in the width of street frontage for lots and 
an associated lack of synchronisation in numbering between opposite sides of the street.  Further 
evaluation needs to be undertaken to determine whether this issue is significant, and hence 
whether a revision of affected street addresses is warranted.  Similar issues exist in the Lightning 
Ridge urban area also. 
 
Allocating urban addresses to those sites that do not already have one.  This is especially 
relevant to Collarenebri, Burren Junction, Carinda, Rowena and Cumborah. 
 
Facilitating appropriate street numbering by establishing a clear guideline to inform the community 
regarding Walgett Shire Council’s expectations for street numbering.  It is unfortunate that it will 
not be possible to establish a single method for numbering each house or business because: 
Many sites do not have kerb and guttering on the front boundary. 
 
Some sites do not have fences at the front boundary. 
 
Few sites have mail boxes because there are no mail deliveries within these communities. 
 
Posts with street numbers at the front of each site may be vulnerable to vandalism. 
 
The visibility of numbers on buildings will range from poor to good, depending on the actual 
distance of the building from the front boundary, the presence of line of sight obstructions such as 
vegetation, as well as the size, colour and reflectivity of the numbering used. 
 
A preliminary review of the current situation suggests that the most appropriate hierarchy of street 
numbering will be: 
First preference – Where there is a front boundary fence, the street number should be fixed to the 
fence at a minimum of about 0.9m above ground level next to the pedestrian access gate. 
 
Second preference – If the house or business premises is close to the street and/or there is there 
is a good line of sight from the street, then the number should be fixed on or near the front door at 
about 1.8m above the height of the door step. 
 
Third preference – Where there is no front boundary fence and there is poor visibility of the front 
of the premises from the street, then the street number should be fixed to a post that is located 
near the front boundary.  The post should be at least 0.9m high and have a firm foundation to 
minimise the risk of it being damaged accidentally or intentionally. 
 
In addition to at least one of the above measures, where there is kerb and guttering on the front 
boundary, it may also be appropriate for Council to paint street numbers on the kerb and guttering 
at the front of each site. 
 
It is expected that guidelines will be issued indicating that street numbers should be a minimum of 
100mm high and made from reflective materials to enhance their visibility at night time. 
 
Publicising any changes, including: 
 
Situations where lot numbers are currently being used.  Affected residents will need to be 
informed that using lot numbers is not appropriate and their assistance is required to ensure the 
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site is physically identified by its street number as well as on any relevant documentation such as 
their licence, insurance, etc. 
 
Where street numbers have been revised in response to significant actual or potential problems. 
New street numbers where they have not been allocated previously. 
 
Implementing changes that are appropriate to ensure urban addressees comply with Australian 
standards, including: 
 
Painting street numbers on kerb and gutters. 
 
Updating street signs to incorporate street number sequences. 
 
Supplying updated urban addressing data to the NSW Department of Lands. 
 
Council's Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Coordinator is currently overseeing the 
implementation of rural addressing within Walgett Shire as well as several other projects.  The 
rural addressing project is nearing completion, which will enable the GIS Coordinator to 
commence the urban addressing program in coming months. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
* Australia/New Zealand Standard. Geographic information - Rural and urban addressing. 
AS/NZS 4819:2003 

 

 

Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, community, emergency service providers, utility providers etc. 

 

 

Financial Implications: 
 
Additional expenditure may be required in the next financial year for painting street numbers on 
kerbs and gutter as well as to upgrade street signs. 
 

 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the report provided by the GIS Coordinator on the impending 

urban addressing project which details the issues involved and a tentative project 
scope. 
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27. APPLICATION TO REVIEW DETERMINATION FOR DA2008022 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Janet Babic - Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER   Application for Development Determination Review 2008001 

 

 

Summary: 
 
Walgett Shire Council has received application 2008001 for Development Determination Review 
relating to the development consent issued for Development Application 2008022.  It is 
recommended that Walgett Shire Council confirm its original decision. 
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Section 82A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 provides that an applicant 
can apply to have Council review a Development Application determination (See Attachment 4).  
In that context Trevor Hudson has lodged application for Development Determination Review 
2008001 with Walgett Shire Council to review its determination of Development Application 
2008022, dealt with at the Walgett Shire Council meeting held on 28 October 2008 (See 
Attachment No. 2 for a copy of the report presented to the meeting). 
 
An assessment of application for Development Determination Review 2008001 is provided as 
Attachment No. 1 to this report. 
 
In summary, the reasons put forward by the applicant (see Attachment 3) for allowing a larger 
sign at the intersection of Morilla Street and Three Mile Road do not provide justification for 
effectively ignoring the assessment criteria contained in Schedule 1 of State Environmental 
Planning Policy No. 64 - Advertising and Signage.  That schedule contains mandatory 
assessment criteria that Council must consider in connection with applications for this type of 
advertising sign. 
 
In the above context it is recommended that Development Consent Condition Rap 020 should be 
maintained, that is, the proposed sign at the intersection of Morilla Street and Three Mile Road is 
to be no larger than 2.4 metres by 2.4 metres.  Hence Walgett Shire Council should confirm its 
previous decision made on 28 October 2008 regarding Development Application 2008022. 
 
NOTE ON RECENT LEGISLATIVE CHANGE 
On 11 August 2008 the Department of Local Government published circular number 08-45 titled 
“Commencement of the Local Government and Planning Legislation Amendment (Political 
Donations) Act 2008.  Amongst other matters, that circular notes the introduction of section 375A 
to the Local Government Act 1993, as follows: 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Development Application Review file 2008001 
Development Application file - DA 2008022 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  
State Environmental Planning Policy No. 64 - Advertising and Signage 
Local Government Act 1993 
Interim Development Order No 1 – Shire of Walgett (gazetted 20-9-1968) 
Department of Local Government circular number 08-45 titled “Commencement of the Local 
Government and Planning Legislation Amendment (Political Donations) Act 2008. 

 

Stakeholders: 
 
Trevor Hudson (applicant), Department of Lands (land owner), Walgett Shire Council (consent 
authority), advertisers with signs in the vicinity and the public. 
 

Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Under sub-section 82A(5) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, 

consider the application for Development Determination Review 2008001 relating to 
Development Application 2008022 in the name of Mr Trevor Hudson. 

 
2. Note that: 
 
a) The applicant has proposed that the sign to be erected at the intersection of Morilla 

Street and Three Mile Road will have a signage area of 3.6 metres by 3.4 metres 
(12.24 square metres). 

b) The largest existing sign on the site has a signage area of 2.4 metres by 2.4 metres 
(5.76 square metres) which is less than half the size of the proposed sign. 

c) Under State Environmental Planning Policy 64 - Advertising and Signage, Council is 
obliged to consider whether the proposal respects the "viewing rights of other 
advertisers" and whether the "scale, proportion and form of the proposal is 
appropriate for the streetscape, setting or landscape". 

d) Council's planning staff do not believe that the proposed sign at the intersection of 
Morilla Street and Three Mile Road respects the viewing right of existing advertisers 
and its scale is not appropriate for the streetscape, setting or landscape.  As a 
result the site is not suitable and it is not in the public interest to approve a new 
sign for a private business on a public road that is more than twice the size of 
existing signs at the location. 

 
3.  For the above mentioned reasons confirm the original decision made on 28 October 

2008 regarding Development Application 2008022 in the name of Trevor Hudson, 
which was to approve the application subject to conditions, including condition Rap 
020 which restricts signage area to a maximum of 2.4 by 2.4 metres (5.76 square 
metres). 

 

 

Attachments:  
No 1 - Assessment of application to review Development Determination 2008022 

No.2 - Report on DA submitted to Council meeting held 28 October 2008 

No. 3 – Letter from T Hudson 

No. 4 - Section 82A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

No. 5 - Schedule 1 Assessment Criteria, from SEPP64 
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ATTACHMENT No. 1 - Assessment of application to review Development Determination 

2008022 
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ATTACHMENT No.2 - Report on DA submitted to Council meeting held 28 October 2008 
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ATTACHMENT No. 3 – Letter from T Hudson 
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ATTACHMENT No. 4 - Section 82A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
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ATTACHMENT No. 5 - Schedule 1 Assessment Criteria, from SEPP64 
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28. ALOCHOL FREE ZONE RELATED LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENTS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   135/06/05/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 
Recently Local Government Act 1993 provisions relating to alcohol free zones were amended, 
and this was followed by an update to the Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones.  This 
report provides an overview of the changes and recommends that Council note them. 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 relating to Alcohol Free Zones were amended 
via the Liquor Legislation Amendment Act 2008 which commenced on 3 December 2008.  
Notification of the amendment was made via Department of Local Government Circular to 
Councils 08-76 dated 11 December 2008. 
 
Updated Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones were issued by the Department of Local 
Government in February 2009, as notified via Department of Local Government Circular to 
Councils 09-05 dated 5 February 2009. 
 
The circulars and ministerial guidelines are available from the Department of Local Government 
web site at http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/dlg_index.asp 

 
Key changes include: 
 

 Alcohol free zones can now be established for a maximum of 4 years at a time (previous 
maximum was 3 years). 

 Fines for breaching alcohol free zones have been abolished. 

 A Police officer or an enforcement officer (employee of Council authorised in writing by the 
Commissioner of Police) can seize any alcohol in the immediate possession of a person 
within an alcohol free zone.  There is no longer a requirement for a prior warning to be 
issued. 

 
Previously Walgett Shire Council has received objections from the NSW Anti-Discrimination board 
regarding the extensive nature of alcohol free zones adopted in Walgett, Collarenebri and, to a 
lesser extent, Lightning Ridge.  The Board had repeatedly argued that the previous Ministerial 
Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones effectively prohibited alcohol free zones from being established 
over the whole of a town, as recorded in the business papers for the 21 July 2005 and 15 July 
2008 Council meetings. 
 
The guidelines and Local Government Act 1993 did not contain a prohibition, only a suggestion 
“that it would usually be inappropriate to zone the greater part of a town” “as alcohol-free” as 
noted in the minutes of the 15 July 2008 Council meeting and associated response to the Board.  
The obvious inference of the guidelines was that unusual circumstances may require the greater 
part of a town to be established as an alcohol free zone   
 

http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/dlg_index.asp
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The recently revised guidelines make the arrangements for whole town alcohol free zones clearer, 
while adding a requirement for such zones to be “supported generally by all stakeholder groups in 
that community”, as noted below in an extract from page 7 of the guidelines. 

 

 
 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

 Local Government Act 1993. 

 Ministerial Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones issued by the Department of Local Government, 
dated February 2009. 

 Department of Local Government Circular to Councils 08-76 titled Alcohol Free Zones – 
Amendments to Legislation, dated 11 December 2008. 

 Department of Local Government Circular to Councils 09-05 titled Alcohol Free Zones – 
Update of Ministerial Guidelines, dated 5 February 2009. 

 

Stakeholders: 
 
Public, NSW Police, Walgett Shire Council. 

 

Financial Implications: 
 
None. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Note the report on recent amendments to provisions of the Local Government Act 

1993 relating to alcohol free zones and associated updating of the Ministerial 
Guidelines on Alcohol Free Zones. 
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29. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 2008028 FOR DUAL OCCUPANCY, 
VAUGHAN PLACE, WALGETT 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Janet Babic - Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER   DA 2008028 

 

 

Summary:  
 
A Development Application has been lodged, on behalf of New South Wales Police for a dual 
occupancy development at Lot 67 in DP 825345, Vaughan Place, Walgett. It is recommended that 
the application be approved subject to appropriate conditions of development consent. 
 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Timberline Homes have lodged a development application on behalf of the New South Wales 
Police for a dual occupancy development at Lot 67 in DP 825345, Vaughan Place, Walgett. 
 
Two objections were received from nearby neighbours, (see Attachments No. 1 and No. 2).  The 
core reasons for the objections appear to be: 
* An expectation that the area has been set aside for "higher quality" dwellings, and that previous 
Council decisions support this 
*The site does not have the dimensions to accommodate an additional dwelling, garden shed and 
garage. 
 
It is important to note that under Section 116C of the Environmental Planning Assessment Act 
1979, a consent authority, in respect of a development application made by, or on behalf of the 
Crown, must not: 
(a)   refuse its consent to the application except with the written approval of the Minister, or  
(b)   impose a condition of consent, except with the written approval of the Minister or applicant. 
(See Attachment 3) 
However the Crown is not exempt from the requirement to obtain approval to carry out plumbing 
or drainage works. 
 
The Applicants, Timberline Homes, were sent a draft copy of this report with proposed the 
Conditions of Development Consent on 13 February 2008. A reply, by email was received from 
Chris Bathurst, on behalf of Timberline Homes, on 16 February 2008 agreeing an in principle to 
the proposed Conditions of Development Consent (as provided below). 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
DA 2008028 file 
Interim Development Order 1969 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 
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FIGURE 1 - LOCATION PLAN 
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FIGURE 2 -PROPOSED DWELLING 

 

 

 

 

 
 
FIGURE 3 - SITE PLAN (INCLUDING PROPOSED LANDSCAPING) 
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STATUTORY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
79C (1)(a)(i) Provisions of any environmental planning instrument. 
Under the Interim Development Order No. 1 – Shire of Walgett 1968 (IDO) the land is located 
within “2. Village or Township” zone where the predominant land-use is residential.  The proposal 
is permissible with development consent. 
 
79C (1)(a)(ii) Provisions of any draft environmental planning instrument that is or has been 
placed on public exhibition. 
Not applicable. There are no relevant draft environmental planning instruments on public display. 
 
79C (1)(a)(iii) Any development control plan. 
Not applicable.  There are no current Development Control Plans in Walgett Shire.  
However, the effectively obsolete Walgett Shire Council off Street Parking Code, was used as a 
guide to determine the appropriate number of parking spaces for a dual occupancy development 
(i.e. 2 spaces per 3 bedroom unit and 1 visitor parking space per three units or part thereof). The 
new dwelling will have a double garage and driveway parking and the existing dwelling has a 
double car-port and driveway parking. Proposed parking spaces are adequate for the 
development. 
  
79C(1)(a)(iiia) Any planning agreement that has been entered into under section 93F, or any draft 
planning agreement that a developer has offered to enter into under section 93F 
Not applicable. No planning agreement has been proposed. 
 
79C(1)(a)(iv) The regulations. 
Section 92 and 92A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 prescribe 
additional matters for consideration (see comments below). 
 
79C (1)(b) Likely impacts of the development, including environmental impacts on both the 
natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in the locality. 
 
Natural and built environments: 
The site is located in an established low density residential area of Walgett, characterised by a 
variety of building styles. 
 
Unlikely to be significant adverse impacts as the site is located in an established predominantly 
residential area. Some trees on the site will be retained and new plantings are required under the 
BASIX certificate.  
 
The proposal includes relocating a dividing fence between the existing house and the proposed 
house. This will create two separate areas; one of approximately 1050 square metres and the 
other approximately 899.25 square metres. Total site coverage for both areas will be less than 
30%. Construction of the new dwelling will not significantly change the existing density of the 
area.  
 
Unlikely to be significant adverse impacts on adjacent properties, adequate set-backs proposed 
and existing trees will soften any potential visual impacts. Existing fence between the existing and 
proposed dwellings will be relocated enabling a larger area for the new dwelling. 
 
No other significant adverse impacts on the natural or built environments are likely. 
 
Social and economic impacts: 
The proposed dwelling is important for providing housing and retaining police personnel carrying 
out duties in Walgett and the shire as a whole. 
Unlikely to be significant adverse impacts on adjoining properties. 
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79C (1)(c) Suitability of the site for the development. 
The site is located in an established residential area of Walgett, zoned "2. Village or Township".   
There are no known environmental or other factors that make the site unsuitable for the proposed 
development. 
 
79C (1)(d) Submissions made in accordance with the Act or the regulations. 
Not applicable.  Under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 the proposal is 
'local development' with no opportunity for submissions under the act or regulations. 
 
79C (1)(e) The public interest. 
Two objections were submitted from neighbours.  Their expectations regarding higher quality 
dwellings are not supported by any of the formal mechanisms that would normally be associated 
with such expectations, for example a covenant on the land title or zoning restrictions.   
 
Assertions were also made that the site is too small to accommodate a second dwelling and 
associated structures.  The applicant has proposed relocating a dividing fence between the 
existing house and the proposed house.  This will create two separate areas; one of 
approximately 1050 square metres and the other approximately 899.25 square metres and the 
total site coverage for both areas will be less than 30%. In addition several existing trees will be 
retained and further landscaping carried out.  From a planning perspective the proposed site 
coverage is not excessive and there is adequate land available to accommodate a second 
dwelling. 
 
Given that there are no formal restrictions excluding dual occupancy on the site, and there is 
adequate land available to accommodate a second dwelling, it is believed that there is no tangible 
basis for seeking the Minister's or applicant's consent to refuse the application. 
 
The following matters must also be considered by Council in accordance with the respective 
clauses of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 when making a decision 
on any Development Application. 
92(1)(a) Coastal areas - Not Applicable. 
92(1)(b) Demolition - Not applicable, no demolition work is proposed. 
93 Fire safety and other considerations - Fire schedule attached to conditions of consent. 
94 Consent authority may require buildings to be upgraded - Not applicable. 
94A Fire safety and other considerations applying to temporary structures - Not applicable. 
95 Deferred commencement consent - Not applicable. 
97A Fulfilment of BASIX commitments - 
BASIX Certificate supplied with application.. 
 
CONCLUSION 
No significant adverse impacts are expected on the natural or built environments.  The size of the 
site is adequate for a dual-occupancy use.  Adequate off street parking has been proposed and 
there is unlikely to be significant adverse impacts on the streetscape and locality.  Quality housing 
is important for retaining police personnel. 
 
Despite objector's expectations that multiple dwellings were not to be developed on the site, there 
is no formal basis for such expectations.  It is also important to note that under Section 116C of 
the Environmental Planning & assessment Act 1979 Walgett Shire Council cannot refuse the 
application without the written approval of the Minister or applicant. 
 
In this context approval of the proposed dual occupancy, subject to appropriate conditions of 
development consent, appears to be in the public interest.   
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Walgett Shire Council approve Development Application 2008028 in the name of 
Timberline Homes subject to the following conditions of development consent. 
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ATTACHMENT No.1 
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ATTACHMENT No.2 
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30. WALGETT SHIRE GROWTH MANAGEMENT STUDY AND 
STRATEGY 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   315/01/02/00 

 

 

Summary: 
 

The report provides an overview of a recent workshop regarding the Walgett Shire Growth 

Management Study and Strategy and recommends that Council adopt the October 2008 version of 

that document with some minor amendments. 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 

The flow chart below provides a simplified overview of the process involved in developing a draft 

Local Environmental Plan and its relationship with the GMS.  Shaded steps have been completed 

or substantially progressed.  Recommendations included with this report are intended to address 

the “relatively minor matters” associated with the GMS, as raised by the Department of Planning 

in its letter dated 10 October 2008 (Attachment A).  Once these matters have been resolved, it is 

expected that the Department of Planning will endorse the GMS, hence steps (d) and (e) in the 

flow chart below will be complete. 
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The Department has stated that it must endorse the GMS before it will be prepared to issue a 
Section 65 certificate under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to enable 
Council to publicly exhibit a comprehensive draft Local Environmental Plan.  Furthermore the draft 
Local Environmental Plan must be based on the recommendations contained in the GMS. 

 

A workshop regarding the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy (GMS) was held 

on Tuesday 17 February 2009 at the Walgett Shire Council chambers.  The GMS was prepared by 

the principle of Edge Land Planning, Ian Sinclair, a specialist in rural land use planning.  The 

version of the document under consideration was dated October 2008. 

 

Issues which arose at the workshop are summarised in Attachment B which contains two key 

elements, as follows: 

 Actions which will be taken by the author of the GMS or Council staff. 

 Policy positions which the Councillors who were present agreed should be taken by 

Walgett Shire Council. 

 

It is expected that the “Actions” detailed in the attached summary from the GMS workshop will 

generally be supported by the Department of Planning.  The following table provides a brief 

analysis of the policy positions proposed by the Councillors present at the workshop. 

 

POLICY POSITION PROPOSED AT 

WORKSHOP 

COMMENT 
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POLICY POSITION PROPOSED AT 

WORKSHOP 

COMMENT 

(a) Edge Land Planning be requested to revise the 

GMS with a view to providing for 10 to 40 hectare 

lifestyle blocks in the vicinity of Walgett, Lightning 

Ridge and Collarenebri while supporting a minimum 

holding size of 400 hectares to have a dwelling 

entitlement on rural land.  It being noted that the 

Rural Lands SEPP does not require Council to adjust 

its minimum of 40 ha, but that there is a need for a 

larger minimum for a dwelling entitlement with the 

provision of smaller lots in the vicinity of 10 – 40 ha 

around the towns of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and 

Collarenebri. 

This proposal is not inconsistent with 

the Rural Lands SEPP. 

(b) Investigations should be carried out to identify 

land surrounding the settlements of Walgett, 

Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri for subdivision into 

lots of 10 – 40 ha in size.  Discussions be held with 

the Department of Planning concerning these areas 

prior to the matter being reconsidered by Council. 

This proposal is expected to be 

supported by the Department of 

Planning, although it could delay the 

establishment of a Local Environmental 

Plan. 

(c) Walgett Shire Council should adopt a modified 

GMS which provides that new residential titles can be 

established on the preserved opal fields.  In effect the 

forth recommended management strategy on page 

191 will be reversed to become: 

“The Government should continue to issue residential 

titles on the preserved opal fields, so that people can 

continue to construct mining camps.” 

This proposal is inconsistent with Edge 

Land Planning‟s recommendation and 

the previously stated positions of the 

Department of Planning, Department of 

Lands and Department of Primary 

Industries (Minerals).  

(d) The land identified as “Area C” in map 8.15 (page 

176) within the GMS is its preferred location for the 

future urban expansion of Lightning Ridge, beyond 

the rezonings proposed within the GMS. 

However, given that Area C is unlikely to be required 

in the medium term, Council should request the 

Department of Primary Industries to make the land 

available for opal prospecting and mining until such 

time that it is required for urban expansion provided 

that rehabilitation is undertaken in the area in 

accordance with the standards applied by the 

Department of Primary Industries on „new‟ opal 

fields. 

This proposal is primarily of local 

significance and will probably be 

supported by the Department of 

Planning and relevant government 

agencies.  If opal mineralisation is found 

within the area, some or all of the land 

may be rendered unviable for future 

urban development. 

 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

 Council file 315-01-02-00 – Local Environmental Plan 

 Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, 
dated July 2008. 

 Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, 
dated October 2008. 


