
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

28
th

 July, 2015 

 
 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
at the Rowena Hall on 28th July, 2015 commencing at 10.00am to discuss the 
items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 
as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 
expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 
A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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1. Opening of Meeting   

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners  

3. Apologies 
Clr Murray has requested an apology for the May meeting.  

 
Apologies – July 2015 

 
Resolved: 

 
That the apology received from Clr Murray is accepted and a leave of absence granted. 

 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
 

4. Welcome to Visitors  

5. Public Forum Presentations – Nil  

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
 

7.1 Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting held 23 June 2015 

 
MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING – 23 JUNE 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held  23 June 2015, having  been 
circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachment 
Minutes of Meeting held 23 June 2015.  
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports - Nil  

9. Mayoral Minutes  

 
MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM MAYOR 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Governance 
AUTHOR:    Clr David Lane - Mayor 
 

 

 
 
 
To be tabled at the Meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Mayor 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Mayor for brief mention or information only be received and 
noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

25 
 

10.  Motions of which Notice has been given  
 
NOTICE OF MOTION – Clr Greenaway  
 
MAINTENANCE OF UNSEALED ROADS  

 
Recommendation:  
 
That prior to arranging the grading of unsealed roads in the rural area a full road inspection 
be carried out to determine the exact level and location of any maintenance grading 
required. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  

11. Presentation of Petitions – Nil 

12. Questions from Last Meeting   
 
Clr Taylor  
 
Question 1 
Can Council erect a sign on the Narran Lakes Road with directions to Lightning Ridge and 
Cumborah?   
Response  
The Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 2 
Can Council erect a sign on the Burranbar Road / Angedool Road with directions to 
Lightning Ridge?  
Response  
The Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 3 
Can Council repair the malfunctioning lights at the bore baths and in the adjacent paddock in 
Lightning Ridge?   
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 4 
Can Council renovate men’s section-cubicle 1 at the Lightning Ridge bore baths as the 
partitions have been damaged?  
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate action.  
 
Question 5 
Can Council replace the stolen disability rails in the amenities block at the Lightning Ridge 
bore baths? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
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Question 6 
Can Council inspect the Cumborah Road (located on the second grid from the Lightning 
Ridge turn off) that requires patching? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 7 
Can Council make consideration in Council’s future budget for a sliding door at the Lightning 
Ridge information centre? 
Response 
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate action.  
 
 
Clr Murray 
 
Question 1 
Can Council write to Essential Energy requesting information in regards to Company plans 
affecting Walgett Shire employees? 
Response  
The General Manager to take appropriate action. 
 
Question 2 
Can Council write to the RFS regarding the conditions for providing 24hrs notice to burn-off? 
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 3 
Can Council follow up on increasing the visiting timeframes allowed for tourist at the Narran 
Lake Reserve?   
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 4 
Can Council investigate widening of the car spaces at the IGA in Walgett?  
Response 
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services informed Council that the carpark is in 
accordance with the Australian Standards. 
 
Question 5  
Can Council write to rate payers regarding the use of rural roads after rain, perhaps publish 
it in the rates notices? 
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate action.  
 
Clr Martinez 
 
Question 1  
Can Council repair the malfunctioning lights on Pandora Street in Lightning Ridge? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 2 
Can Council inspect Agate Street in Lightning Ridge that requires patching? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
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Clr Cooper  
 
Question 1 
What is the progress on the new bore in Walgett? 
Response  
The General Manager informed Council it is nearing completion and flow rate testing will be 
undertaken shortly.  
 
Clr Greenaway  
 
Question 1 
Can Council inspect the Wimbledon Road (R64) that requires resealing?  
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 2 
How often are the Shire roads inspected by Council staff for repairs? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services to prepare response.  
 
Clr Keir 
 
Question 1 
Can Council inspect the plaques at the Walgett cemetery that require replacing?   
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take appropriate action.  
 
Question 2 
What is the progress in regards to the correct spelling of Hardy’s Lease Road? 
Response  
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services informed Council that the letter has been 
sent and awaiting reply.  

13.  Reports of Committees/Delegates 

13.1 Minutes of the Work Health & Safety Committee meeting held 24 

June 2015 

 
MINUTES OF THE WORK HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE – 24 JUNE 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Work Health and Safety Committee meeting held  24 June 2015, 
having  been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 
 
Attachment 
Minutes of Meeting held 24 June 2015. 
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13.2 Minutes of the Plant Committee meeting held 9 July 2015 

 
MINUTES OF THE PLANT COMMITTEE – 09 JULY 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Work Health and Safety Committee meeting held 9th July 2015, 
having  been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachment: 
Minutes of Meeting held 9th July, 2015 
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14. Reports from Officers   

14.1 General Manager  

COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – JULY 2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 
FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 
Summary: 
This schedule summarises the action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous 
meeting of Council this year. 

 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions as well as any other matters raised at previous Meetings this year which required 
action and are still outstanding. The exception is for the last meeting where items that have 
been completed are included. Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised 
with the General Manager prior to the meeting.  

 
Current Position: 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies:  
Resolution Register July 2015 

 
Governance issues: 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolution should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders:  
Council and Manex Team 

 
Financial Implications:  
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Nil 
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Conclusion: 
That the resolutions register be received and noted. It is requested that any queries be 
raised with the General Manager prior to meeting day facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 

 

COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – JULY 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for July 2015 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment:  
Resolution Register – July 2015
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RESOLUTION ACTION LIST  

 
Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 11

th
 February 2014 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/19 

1.That Council endorse the proposed replacement or refurbishment the 
Gray Park toilet block.  
2.That Council consider making provision in the 2014/2015 budget of an 
amount of $75,000 for the replacement or refurbishment of the existing 
amenities block in Gray Park  
3.That Council also investigate the Walgett caravan park toilets. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Woodock 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility document provided to 
Finance Manager. Assets Officer requested to 
prepare a condition assessment for Alex Trevallion 
Park Toilets (Walgett Caravan Park toilets).  
15.04.14 Included in draft 14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget determination. Trevallion 
Park Toilets review not yet commenced.  
16.06.14 Gray Park Toilet project not included in 
budget. New Property Officer undertaking 
inspection and report.  
14.07.14 Application for 50% funding submitted 
under the Community Building Partnerships 
Program.  
12.08.14 Awaiting outcome of grant application.  
10.10.14 No further update.  
18.11.14 Awaiting outcome of grant application.  
01.12.14 Advice on grant application due 
December. 
03.02.15 Grant application unsuccessful. Provision 
made in Dec QBRS for $75,000 including funding. 
24.03.15 Specification inviting quotations 
advertised.  
28.04.15 project specs revised  
26.05.15 kit ordered, quotations invited for 
construction.  
23.06.15 Kit purchased, contractor engaged, 
construction end of June.  
28.07.15 project completed awaiting connection to 
sewer 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 
Completed end of July 2015 

 
11th February 
2014 

2/2014/20 

That consideration for provision to be made in the 2013/2014 budget for 
an amount of $20,000 to conduct an investigation and development of 
options for the design and upgrade of the administration building air 
conditioning system. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Specifications being developed.  
15.04.14 Submissions close  
20.05.14 Tenders received to be considered at 
June meeting.  
16.06.14 Project working group formed to assess 
tenders.  
14.07.14 Project team meeting on 15 July to review 
tender spec.  
12.08.14 Tenders due 18 August.  
10.10.14 Project under review by GM.  
18.11.14 Project under review. 
03.02.15 Project under review.  
24.03.15 Project under review 
28.04.15 Project to be considered in 15/16 budget. 
23.06.15 $200,000 funding provision in 15/16 Draft 
Budget.  
 

Director Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25
th

 March 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 29
th

 April 2014 held 8 May 2014 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/39 

1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2.That the actions of the Acting General Manager to engage Lawyer 
Piper Alderman under the funding agreement with Bentham IMF Ltd be 
endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Matter ongoing. 
15.04.14 Matter ongoing. Awaiting proof of debt 
from lawyers. 
20.05.14 Proof of claim lodged with liquidators by 
lawyers.  
14.07.14 Proof of claim admitted by liquidators.  
12.08.14 Awaiting further update. 
01.12.14 Ongoing.   
03.02.15 Matter ongoing. Change of lawyer to 
Squire Patton Boggs.  
24.03.15 Matter ongoing no further update. 
28.04.15 Matter ongoing – no further update 
26.05.15 $200,000 in draft 2015/16 budget  
23.06.15 Advice received that pymt of interim 
dividend will be made around mid-July.  
28.07.15 no further update received  

 

 
 
 
 
 

25th March 
2014 

5/2014/35 

That Council consider a provision in the Draft 2014/15 Budget of 
$150,000 for a new Unified Communications telephone system and 
associated data infrastructure upgrade. Subject to funding it is further 
recommended that Council proceed to stage 2 being the preparation of 
tender documentation and the calling of tenders. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

15.04.14 Included in draft 14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget determination.  
16.06.14 No funds provided in 2014/15 budget.  
14.07.14 Provision made in final adopted budget. 
Consultant finalising tender spec.  
12.08.14 Tender advertised.  
Tenders closed 09.09.14. Report to October 
meeting 
18.11.14 Project progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on scheduled. Cabling project to 
be finalised.  
03.02.15 Cabling project completed. Unified 
communications system planning well advanced 
prior to site installation.  
24.3.15 Data plan and pricing finalised with Telstra. 
28.04.15 project progressing with install date of 
June 2015 
26.05.15 project progressing with install date of 
June 2015.  
23.06.15 Training scheduled with final instalment 
end of June.   
28.07.15 project completed with exception of Colly 
depot awaiting Telstra upgrade  

Director Corporate 
Services 

Complete July 2015 

8 May 2014 7/2014/13 

That Council undertake negotiations with Transponder Technologies to 
develop a scope of works and quotation for the supply, installation and 
commissioning of a Point of Sale system at both the Harlequin St and 
Onyx St standpipes in Lightning Ridge. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

20.05.14 Awaiting further information.  
16.06.14 Request for detailed proposal made 
again on 16 June.  
14.07.14 Detailed proposal to be provided by 16 
July 2014 with report to August meeting. 
12.08.14 Company has had further discussions 
with DCS and DUS. 
18.09.14 Further clarification on some aspects 
being sought.  
10.10.14 Further discussions held with supplier. 

Director Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 27
th

 May 2014 

Pricing, modelling and further cost benefit 
analysis required.  
18.11.14 No further progress. 
01.12.14 No further progress.  
03.02.15 Project not progressed.  
24.03.15 Project not progressed. 
28.04.15 Project not progressed 
26.05.15 Alternative pricing process being 
progressed as part of Grawin Bore cost 
recovery. 
23.06.15 as above  

27 May 2014 8/2014/10 

1. That Council obtain detailed report on cost of running all sporting 
services in Walgett Shire. 
2. That naming rights for the Lightning Ridge Pool are investigated. 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

02.06.14 Report being prepared for August 2014 
meeting 
18.09.14 Deferred to October meeting.  
22.10.14 Deferred to April meeting.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/12 

 
That Council approve the disposal of identified e-waste and the Reserve e-
waste be engaged to remove and dispose of the e-waste at no cost to 
Council 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

16.06.14 Project proceedings with next stage to 
stack and wrap on pallets.  
14.07.14 Project progressing.  
12.08.14 Project progressing. 
18.09.14 Project on hold due to other priorities.  
10.10.14 Project on hold. Interest in participating 
to be sought from Brewarrina and Bourke 
Councils.  
18.11.14 Project yet to be progressed.  
01.12.14 Project on hold due to other priorities.  
03.02.15 Service provider now requires e-waste 
to be shipped to Sydney. Alternative options 
being investigated. 
24.03.15 Alternative options still being pursued. 
28.04.15 alternative options still being pursued 
26.05.15 project on hold due to other priorities. 
23.06.15 as above  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/21 

That the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to negotiate 2-3 year 
options on suitable land for commercial development in the Walgett CBD 
and also negotiate in relation to the possible commercial redevelopment of 
the carpark off Neilly Street, Walgett.  
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations continuing.  
22.10.14 Awaiting draft MOU.  
1.06.15 MOU being delayed because of ongoing 
drought conditions  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Martinez 
Can 3 grids north of Lightning Ridge on the O’Brien’s property be 
addressed? 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Has been scheduled for inspection( 19/06/2014) 
14.07.14 Received three written quotations for 
fencing works. As per Grid policy, $4000 per grid 
can be contributed towards the removing the 
grid. 
12.08.14 Discussion took place with Mr O’Brien 
and waiting on his response.  
24.03.15  Received a letter re: the fencing work. 
Council advised him in writing about the Grid 
Policy and can pay only $4,000 per grid. 
22.7.15 an offer letter has been sent to O’Brien. 

Director Engineering 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24
th

 June 2014 

24 June 2014 9/2014/14 

 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the report on the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage 
Advisor, Ray Christison, during 2013-2014. 
2. Endorse and adopt the following documents, as prepared by Walgett 
Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison: 
 (a) Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2013-2014. 
 (b) Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2014-2017. 
3.Endorse submission of the documents to the Heritage Branch of the 
NSW Department of Planning & Environment. 
4.Note that Ray Christison of High Ground Consulting has advised Walgett 
Shire Council that he will cease providing heritage advisory services as 
soon as Council can find a replacement advisor. 
5.Write to Ray Christison and thank him for his work as Walgett Shire 
Council’s heritage advisor from 2008 until 2014. 
6.Seek expressions of interest for a new Heritage Advisor: 
 (a) Consistent with the document titles “How to Establish a Heritage 
Advisor Service”, published by Heritage Branch, NSW Office of 
Environment & Heritage, July 2011. 
 (b) Where feasible, in consultation with the Bourke and Brewarrina Shire 
Councils as part of a resource sharing initiative of the Outback Shires 
Alliance. 
Moved: Clr Cooper  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Director Planning & Regulatory Services is 
currently consultation with the Bourke and 
Brewarrina Shire Councils as part of a resource 
sharing initiative of the Outback Shires Alliance. 
Meeting held  10/9/2014 at Brewarrina to meet 
with Brewarrina  heritage advisor and discuss 
resource sharing.  
31.10.14 Council wrote to Office Environment & 
Heritage regarding facilitating sharing of Heritage 
Advisor  

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Coonabarabran to Mungindi Road 
Improvement Programme? 
Clr Greenaway 
 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 
24.06.14 The General Manager advised that 

Council have undertaken a feasibility study and 
are now waiting for response from Kevin 
Humphries MP who is coordinating the 
programme. Director of Engineering is to contact 
Mr Humphries to investigate where matter is up 
to. 
14.07.14 Discussed with Mayor of Narrabri Shire 
Council on 7/7/2014 regarding the project.  He 
will contact with Kevin Humphries for further 
updates. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/21  

1. That the General Manager be authorised to take the necessary steps to 
resolve outstanding Title issues. 
2. That Council draft a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the 
development and exchange of the Neilly Street Carpark. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 All owners contacted and in process of 
arranging transfers.  
21.10.14 Solicitors advised matter nearing 
resolution. 
10.6.15 Councils Solicitors have advised all 
parties contacted and necessary documentation 
is in the process of being signed. 

General Manager 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/22 

1. That a detailed review of Council’s staff housing stock be carried out in 
the 2014/15 financial year with a view to preparing not only not only a 
routine maintenance programme but also a capital upgrade and 
replacement programme as well.  
2. Further that Council reaffirm the approach of transferring the income 
from any property sales to a cash backed reserve to provide for future 
property development. 
3. Council obtain quotes for upgrade of work to the 6 Vaughn Place 
property and undertake work as necessary. 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

14.07.14 Matter referred to Property Officer to 
obtain work schedule and cost. 
12.08.14 Awaiting report from builder.  
18.09.14 Review ongoing, tenders advertised for 
refurbishment of 6 Vaughn Place.  
10.10.14 Quotations being obtained.  
01.12.14 Analysis of property reports for overall 
works programs ongoing. Contract for 6 Vaughn 
Place awarded to GBC Builders.  

Director Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 22
nd

 July 2014 

 

 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

8.2.15 Work commenced on 6 Vaughan Place 
28.04.15 6 Vaughn place  completed – property 
inspections in progress.  
26.05.15 Inspection program ongoing.  
23.06.15 as above  

22 July 2014 10/2014/16 

1.  That repairs to the existing lights on the western towers be 
undertaken at an estimated cost of $10,000 subject to unspent funds 
being brought forward from the 2013/2014 Parks and Reserves Capital 
Maintenance Vote. 
2. That an application be submitted under the Sport and Recreation 
Facility Development Program for 50% funding of a total upgrade of the 
Spider Brown Oval lights and if successful, that matching funding be 
provided from Parks and Reserves Capital Maintenance Vote in the 
2015 / 2016 Budget. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

12.08.14 LRE to undertake lightning repairs.  
18.09.14 Work completed, funding program not 
yet open.  
10.10.14 Application being developed. Program 
open and closes on 31 October 2014.  
01.12.14 Awaiting outcome of grant application.  
03.02.15 Advice received that application was 
unsuccessful.  
24.03.15 Project remains on programme for 
future grant opportunities. 
28.04.15 Grant approved – funding in current 
budget quotation to undertake work close 
25/5/15. 
23.06.15 project nearing completion  

Director Corporate 
Services 

Completed July, 2015 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next 
meeting 

There are parts of fencing, doors and windows missing from a house on 
the corner of Morilla and Gem Streets which looks untidy. Can Council 
issue an order for the property to be tidied up? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate 
 
Clr Lane 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

The residence is boarded up, ongoing 
investigation, monitoring by P&R staff is 
occurring currently. 8/9/2014. . Owner has 
advised that unsecured buildings will be made 
secure. 
Inspection undertaken 28.1.15. Notice of 
intention to issue an order issued 24.3.15 re 
rubbish & unsecure buildings 
Order issued 15-4-2015. 
Verbal response from owner 22-4-2015 
indicating they will clean up & intend to sell land. 
 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next 
meeting 

What is the progress of works to be undertaken at the Lightning Ridge 
IGA? 
Response  
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that propping has 
been put in place and an engineer has approved this propping. Council 
recently wrote to the IGA owner requesting information regarding 
permanent propping with no response. The Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services will follow up response. 
 
Clr Cooper 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Ongoing correspondence between Council and 

IGA owner relating to permeant propping, 

currently no indication as to when design shall 

be completed by Engineers.  

In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 building owner’s legal 

representative expects work to commence late 

March 2015 to implement permanent 

remediation measures.  

Plans for permanent rectification measures 

supplied 24-4-2015.  Council responded with 

letter dated 7-5-2015 indicating plans are 

inadequate. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26
th

 August 2014 

 

 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/11 

1. That Council receive and note the General Manager’s Report in 
respect of fund balances held at 30 June 2014 this report, confirm the 
amount of $4213641.52 shown as internally restricted reserves and 
endorse the carried forward expenditure of $828,052.00 (General Fund), 
$274,110.00 (Water Funds),$350,000.00 (Sewerage Funds) and 
$69,607 (Waste Funds). 
2. Further, that a report be prepared outlining what courses of action are 
available to Council  to utilise Minor Fund surpluses  to address 
Council’s infrastructure backlog and improve its 
future sustainability. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

1. No further action required. 
2. Currently being investigated.  
23.06.15 no future progress 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/13 

That That Council consider the revised draft Memorandum of 
Understanding and determine whether or not it is keen on proceeding 
with the concept and, if so, how to best further the development of the 
‘whole of community” in partnership with key local organisations. 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 MOU discussions arranged.  
22.10.14 Discussions ongoing with WAMS  
10.6.15 NFA 

General Manager 

Completed 10.6.15 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/21 

 
That Council advise the Burren Junction community that if a partnership 
arrangement can be established between the Burren Junction 
community and the Department of Education with regards to the Burren 
Junction School of Arts Hall, Council will; 
1. Consider re-opening the main hall for restricted use after completing 
repairs estimated to cost $67,000 including the replacement of guttering. 
2. Hold a further community meeting at Burren Junction on Thursday 17 
September 2014 at 5:30pm at the Burren Junction RSL. 
3. Apply for heritage funding grants to carry out necessary renovations 
to the hall.  
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

Meeting at Burren Junction held 17.09.14 
10.10.14 Further community meeting held 
17.09.14. Scope of works to be developed by 
working group before meeting at Burren 
Junction.  
18.11.14 Project progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on schedule.  
03.02.15 Hall re-opened for restricted use. 
Longer term plan for complete restoration to be 
developed.  
24.03.15 Repairs to guttering & downpipes 
approved by Heritage advisor. To be funded 
from Heritage grant 
28.03.15 repairs to guttering and down pipes 
completed 
26.05.15 project to be progressed as new 
funding options arise.  
23.06.15 as above  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/35 

1. That the Mayor and General Manager be delegated authority to 
accept offers for Lot 157 DP 882747, and Lot 156 DP 882747 in 
Council’s Industrial Subdivision, and that any necessary documentation 
be executed under the Common Seal of Council.  
2. That the proceeds of sale be transferred to Council’s Property 
Development Reserve.  
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations continuing.  General Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23
rd

 September 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28
 
October 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25 November 2014 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/22 

 
That Council consider inviting local residents to register their interest in 
participating drought relief employment projects as a means to being 
able to justify the funding for such projects. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

22.10.14 Advertisements forms and press 
releases being drafted.  
24.03.15 Ongoing 
10.6.15 Funding Announcement made $1.5m for 
infrastructure  

General Manager 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a roundabout be put in place in Fox Street near the BP? 
Clr Murray 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

28.10.14 Council is to forward the request to the 
Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting for 
consideration. 
03.02.15 Matter referred to LATC. Due to cost 
this will not go ahead.  
24.3.15 Has been discussed at RMCC meeting 
and advised to apply with revised data and case 
study 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge IGA matter? 
Clr Woodcock 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Letter sent 16 October 2014 requesting 
confirmation of who has been appointed as the 
engineer and expected time frame for completion 
of permanent remediation works. 
In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 building owner’s legal 
representative expects work to commence late 
March 2015 to implement permanent 
remediation measures. 
Plans for permanent rectification measures 
supplied 24-4-2015.  Council responded with 
letter dated 7-5-2015 indicating plans are 
inadequate 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

15/2014/15 

1. That the WSC AFM Quotation and Tender Thresholds and WSC 
Purchasing Policy and Procedures be rescinded. 
2. That the Procurement and Tendering Policy and Policy Procedure be 
adopted.  
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

01.12.14 Policy and procedure to be 
implemented.  
03.02.15 Awaiting meeting of contractors.  
28.04.15 Awaiting meeting of contractors  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a report be brought to Council regarding changing the name of the 
Gundabloui Road to the Mungindi Road as it was previously named? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

11.12.14 A report is to be prepared for the 
February Council Meeting.  
6.3.15 Planning Department is working on it. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council write to Kevin Humphries MP requesting that mental health 
services within the Shire are better coordinated and have a more regular 
presence? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 
Clr Murray 

General 
Manager 

04.12.14 Letter being drafted.  
10.06.15 New Minister Appointed  
20.07.15 letter sent to new minster  

General Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 17 December 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 10 February 2015 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Walgett fishermen have noted that they have recently not been able to 
access the Weir. Why are they not able to access the weir now? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 
Clr Taylor 

General 
Manager 

04.12.14 Private property access issues being 
researched.   

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council install water meters to properties outside of Lightning Ridge 
near the tip? 
Response 
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advised that Council 
cannot install water meters outside of the town area. He further advised 
that a report on illegal use of the town water supply was brought to 
Council recently.  Council resolved to seek legal advice, and he will be 
submitting that  advice to Council in conjunction with an updated report. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

02.12.14 Response provided at meeting by  
Director Planning and Regulatory Services 
Updated report currently being drafted for 
submission to Council. 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge Post Office issue? 
Response 
The Mayor advised that he has been informed by Mr Mark Coulton MP 
that Australia Post are planning to take over the Post Office from the 
current Post Master. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.12.14 Waiting for advice from Australia Post.  
24.03.15 No further update. 
28.04.15 No further update on this matter 
26.05.15 no further update 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can flags be installed in Morilla and Opal Streets in Lightning Ridge as 
part of the Main Street Beautification Project? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate. 
Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

04.12.14 To be listed for discussion at next 
consultation session.in 2015 

General Manager 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/14 

1. That Council note the content of the report and that the list be 
reviewed by councillors and staff for accuracy and omissions. 
2.That Councillors Keir, Greenaway and Woodcock meet with Council 
staff after the February 2015 meeting to review the report.  
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Review meeting scheduled for after the 
February Council Meeting 
24.03.15 Further draft to be provided to 
Councillors following review meeting. 
28.04.15 Project proceeding  
26.05.15 Project proceeding 
23.06.15 curtains ordered and painting 
contracted, boards to be finalised in July 
28.07.15 Painting completed, installation of 
curtains expected end of July, work on honour 
boards progressing  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/19 

That this item is deferred until a response is received from the NSW 
RFS Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons regarding the issues raised by 
Clr Murray in his Motion of Notice. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

23.01.15 Work in progress.  
22.07.15 waiting for a response  

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next 
Meeting 

Brian Hannigan has written to Council regarding the misspelling of the 
Hardy’s Lease Road. Can his letter be acknowledged and a response 
sent? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services advised that the letter has been 
received, will be acknowledged by letter and appropriate action initiated 
without delay to correct the spelling error. 
Clr Keir 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Letter sent to geographical names board on 26-
5-2015 requesting name to be amended. 
Response letter from board dated 3.7.15 
indicates that it has no objection to the proposed 
change.  
7.7.2015 GIS coordinator now arranging gazettal 
of ‘new’ name.  

Director Engineering 
Services 
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10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/11 

That Council: 
1.Continue to evaluate the concept of a Far West Initiative with fellow 
Western Division Councils and play an active role in the further 
development of the concept. 
2.Maintain its involvement with the Outback Shires Alliance and press 
for an expanded role for the Alliance in the Local Government Reform 
process. 
3.Evaluate the concept of a “rural council” and its suitability or otherwise 
for the future operation of Walgett Shire Council. 
4.Prepare a draft “Fit For the Future” proposal for further review and 
consideration 
5.Continue to liaise with both Bourke and Brewarrina Shire in respect of 
action they are taking with regards local government reform. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General 
Manager 

28.2.14 To be considered in conjunction with 
Western Division Resolutions  
10.06.15 Ongoing  

General Manager 

 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/20 

That Council request the General Manager to undertake a 
comprehensive cost benefit analysis on the provision of primitive 
camping facilities and the role that  they play in the overall tourism 
strategy for the Shire and also investigate the cost of the electricity 
supply to the facility. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

10.6.15 referred to DCS to undertaken review 
28.07.15 project yet to commence  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/26 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Defer this item to allow for Council staff to prepare a report regarding 
possible funding of 50% of the cost of updating security of premises to a 
pre-determined limit with the upgrade to occur within a specific time 
period. 
2.Council staff also investigate the possibility of requesting business 
owners to repaint premises in heritage colours, with the support of a 
paint company. 
Moved: Clr Taylor 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Wendy Azevedo notified of resolution via letter 
dated 26.2.15. 
 
Town Planner drafting request report for March 
2015 Council meeting. 
 
Report to be resubmitted to Council once grant 
offers for premises upgrades publicly notified. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council reassess the re-routing of heavy vehicles through Lightning 
Ridge? Can a by-pass be put in place? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.03.15 Lorne Road has been discussed in 
previous meetings as an option for the by-pass. 
Investigating funding for this project. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the bus parking area out the front of the Lightning Ridge School be 
resealed? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.3.15 Has been scheduled 
30.03.15 investigated and estimation is in 
progress 
 
17.06.2015  discussion with Principle is in 
process as the  option to seal on the footpath  
and nature strip is  a  budget concern 
22.07.2015 waiting a call from principal to 
discuss the matter  

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the Environmental Health and Building Surveyor undertake an 
inspection of Walgett Gourmet Foods? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate. 
Clr Murray 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Inspection undertaken by Snr Environmental 
Health and Building Surveyor on 17.2.15. 
Improvement notice issued 17.2.15 
Re-inspection undertaken June 2015. Further 
inspection scheduled July 2015. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24 March 2015              

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the drainage issue at Opal Street, Lightning Ridge be investigated? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services advised that the drainage issue was 
resolved last week. 
Clr Martinez 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.3.15 Inspection is in progress 
30.03.15 investigation had been carried out and 
discussion with GM is in process 
17.06.2015 -   This should be under Urban  
department control 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council investigate damaged road signs across the Shire? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Engineering department has commences 
inspections by using TABLETS and preparation 
of maintenance program is in progress 

Director Engineering 
Services 

Maintenance and replacement 
of signs are in progress  

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Keith Hackett from Fire and Rescue Lightning Ridge has been advised 
that there is funding available to update addressing for the opal fields. Is 
this correct? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that there is no 
funding currently available. Council’s GIS Co-ordinator will provide a 
report to Council on the matter. 
Clr Lane 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Report regarding addressing on the opal fields 
submitted to July Council Meeting  

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

July, 2015 completed  

24 March 
2015 

2/2015/4 

That Walgett Shire Council write to the minister for Western NSW, The 
Hon Kevin Humphries MP requesting the following:  
1. That Crown lands investigate the establishment of a community based 
trust to manage the Lightning Ridge Crown Reserve.   
2. That the committee should have representatives from LRMA, GGSMA, 
WSC and from the community via ministerial and or local member 
appointments, with technical advisors from Crown Lands and NSW Trade 
and Investment, Division of Resources & Energy. 
3. That the trust elect internally its own executive and Chair. 4 Seek 
funding from Minister to prepare a Management Plan for the Reserve and 
a feasibility study on the acquisition of potential opal bearing lands. 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

General 
Manager 

20.4.15 Letter to New Minister  
10.06.15 issue raised with new Minister  

General Manager 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
 

2/2015/5 

That Council investigate the possibility of giving a 50% rate reduction to all 
rate payers within the Shire due to the severe ongoing drought, with the 
exception of Government Departments and Non-Government Offices, for 
next financial year provided we can source an equivalent grant from the 
State or Federal Governments. 
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

General 
Manager 

20.4.15 Letter to State and Federal members  
10.6.15 refused at state level, awaiting federal 
response  
20-7-15 refused at state level  

General Manager 

Complete July 2015 

24 March 
2015 

2/2015/16 

That the report on Grant Income – 2013/14 and 2014/15 be received and 
noted and appropriate publicity be given to the figures in the report.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway   
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General 
Manger  

20.4.15 Press Release to be drafted  General Manger 

 

 
24 March 

2015 
 

2/2015/20 

That Council review the attached list of councillors and senior staff for 
accuracy and omission and that it be endorsed subject to any further 
amendments. 
Moved: Clr Walford    
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 project proceeding  
26.05.15 project proceeding as part of Council 
Chambers refurbishment  

Director Corporate 
Services 

. 
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24 March 
2015 

2/2015/21 

That the report be received and noted and maintenance work to 
commence immediately after the pool closes on 1 April 2015. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 A/D urban services seeking quotations 
for condition/ assessment  
26.05.15 A/D Urban Services seeking quotation 
for condition assessment. 
23.06.15 quotations from consultant engineers 
expert week commencing 22/6 
28.07.15 consultant on site 20/7/15 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
2/2015/22 

That Council consider an allocation of $35,000 offset by grant income of 
$17,500 for the construction of a long jump pit in the draft 2015/2016 
budget but provided only if the grant application is successful.  
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 to be considered in draft budget 
2015/16 
26.05.15 in draft budget. Grant funding 
application unsuccessful. Little A’s to reapply in 
July Round 2. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

2/2015/24 

That Council resolve to: 
1.Conduct the appropriate public consultation regarding the spelling of the 
Shire Road 26 in compliance with NSW Addressing User Manual – 
October 2014 and the Roads Regulation Act 2008 to confirm that an 
amendment is required. 
2. If no objections are received during the public consultation period, 
Council submits a request to the geographical Names Board of New South 
Wales to have the spelling of SR26 amended to ‘Hardy’s Lease Road’. 
3. Update all Council records and mapping pertaining to SR236 with the 
amended spelling. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

7-4-15 Letters sent to affected landholders 
regarding proposed name change. 
Advertised in newspaper column for 5 weeks.  
Consultation ended 15 May 2015 with no 
submissions received. Letter sent to 
Geographical Names Board on 26-5-2015 
requesting name to be amended. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
2/2015/27 

That Walgett Shire Council resolves to: 
 
1. Allocate $100,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to $:$ in kind 
contributions in the B2 Local Centre zone for fascia upgrades, including 
security measures, subject to Council approval (works must demonstrate 
improved visual amenity). 
2.   Allocate $40,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to new plantings 
in the B2 Local 
Centre zone. 
3.  Allocate $20,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to festoon lighting 
in the B2 Local Centre zone 
4. Give public notification of the Walgett CBD Upgrade Strategy for a 
minimum of 28 days, by: 
- Advertising the strategy in the Walgett Spectator. 
- Making the strategy available as a pdf file via Council’s web site. 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Walford  

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Newspaper advertising commenced in Walgett 
Spectator 2,9 &16 April  
 
Proposal document published on Council web 
site.  
 
One public submission supporting proposed 
grants. 
 
Mail out regarding grant offer undertaken 2-7-
2015 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
 

1/2015/31 

1. That council accept the Restart NSW funding Offer in the amount of 
$819,000 for “Gundabloui Road and $1,116,000 for Bugilbone Road 
Upgrade Project”. 
2. That Council execute the Restart NSW funding deed signed under the 
Common Seal of the Council.  
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway     

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

25.03.15 Draft deed agreement has been 
submitted to infrastructure NSW  
17.06.2015 – Council waiting for the  signed 
deed agreement. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
2/2015/33 

1.That Council acknowledge the Work Health and Safety Officer’s report 
Apex Park 
Fencing. 
2. That Council endorse the recommendation to permanently remove the 
play area fencing and install appropriate signage. 
Moved: Clr Martinez  
Seconded:  Clr Walford  

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Proposed sign will be tabled  on next WHS 
Committee meeting for endorsement then the 
fence will be removed with signage installed. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 
Progressing. 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28 April 2015 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Has Mr Jan Zamlicka’s outstanding rates payment and issue been 
resolved? 
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and organise a meeting with Mr Jan 
Zamlicka. 
Clr Cooper  

General 
Manager  

20.4.15 waiting return from leave  
23.06.15 still away   

General Manager 

 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can council appoint a team to fix road and information signs across the 
shire that are damaged or missing? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Work in progress 
Maintenance and replacement of signs are in 
progress 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is happening with the disabled toilet at the Lightning Ridge Visitor 
Information Center? 
Response 
The Director of Corporate Services advised that the budget allocation of 
$10,000 was insufficient  
Clr Woodcock 

Director of 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 project needs to be re-allocated to 
15/16 draft budget 
26.05.15 included in draft 15/16 budget  
28.07.15 planning commenced  

Director of Corporate 
Services 

 

 
24 March 

2015 
 
 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the update on the street sweeper in Lighting Ridge? 
Response  
The General Manager advised that Council is considering purchasing own 
sweeper as part of its plant replacement program. 
Clr Taylor  

General 
Manager 

20.4.15 Referred to plant Committee  General Manager 

 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council write a letter to Narran Lake Nature Reserve requesting for 
the reserve to open 3-4 times per year for tourists? 
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate 
Clr Murray  

General 
Manager  

20.4.15 letter to NLNR General Manager  

 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council arrange for the drain at the top of Opal Street in Lighting 
Ridge to be cleaned? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 
Clr Lane  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Progressing. 

24 March 
2015 

 
2/2015/38 

1.That Council receive and note the report 
2. That Council endorse the action taken by General Manager to 
commence the weir raising project 
3. Resolve the issue of ownership of the weir and approve to raise the weir 
height. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Consultant engaged  
Site investigation is scheduled on 25-26th June 
2015 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 
 
Site investigation for, geotech, 
REF and Heritage and 
historical items completed. 
Detail design is progressing. 

 
24 March 

2015 
 
 

2/2015/40 

That Council undertake fencing projects which have been delayed by 
ongoing drought conditions at both Collarenebri and Walgett as day labour/ 
contract projects with a view to having both projects completed by late 
April/ early May.   
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway    

General 
Manager  

Project commenced, due for completion by end 
of august 2015 

General Manager 
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28 April 2015 
 
 

3/2015/11 

Recommendation: 
That Council receive and note the General Manager’s report, endorse the 
action being taken, and delegate authority to vary Council’s Organisational 
Structure should the need arise to engage additional staff. 

General 
Manager  

21.5.15 Awaiting formal advice 
10.6.15 awaiting final action of grant guidelines  

General Manager 

 
 

 
 

28 April 2015 
 
 

3/2015/12 

Recommendation: 
That Council establishes a Drought Recovery and Resilience Plan for 
Walgett Shire through workshop consultation with Councillors and the 
Community. 

General 
Manager  

21.5.15 workshop to be held 25.6.15 General Manager 

 

 
28 April 2015 

 
 

3/2015/13 

1. That Council pursue the retention of the National Australia Bank in 
Walgett  
2. That an invitation be extended to the ‘Decision Makers’ from NAB to 
meet with the Walgett community. 
3. That Council support a petition for retaining the Banking facility and 
present it to the NAB Board 
4. That Council explore whether other Financial Institutions would be 
interested in establishing in Walgett. 

General 
Manager  

21.5.15 actioned 
10.6.15 report to June Meeting  
20.07.15 letter to NAB requesting clarification  

General Manager 

Completed July 2015 

 
 

28 April 2015 
 
 
 

3/2015/20 

Recommendation: 
1. That Council request a revised quote from A1 Tree Service for the 
remove of all identified Athol Pine Trees in Gray Park 
2. That Council approve the removal of all identified Athol Trees in Gray 
Park 
3. That other suitable tree species be planted to replace the removed trees 
and irrigation is to be fitted. 

Director 
Corporate 
Services  

26.05.15 Revised quote to remove 18 trees is 
$15,840 
23.06.15Removal and replanting of ten trees and 
associated irrigation planned in July.  
28.05.15 project referred to A/director Urban 
Services  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

28 April 2015 3/2015/29 

Recommendation: 
1.That Council   note and accept the recommendation regarding stopping 
Road Train and B Double traffic from passing through the   Fox Street 
roundabout from west side of Walgett town. 
2. That Council make an application to divert the Road Train and B Double 
vehicles from the intersection of Peel Street and Wee Waa Street. 
3.That Council make an application to extend the access route for Road 
Train and B Double  vehicles along Peel Street to Bate Street and then to 
Fox Street. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 work in progress 

17.06.2015 Waiting for a response from NVHR 
22.07.15 discussed with NVHR again and found 
that the NVHR is sending the approval to RMS 
first then it comes to Council, it may take another 
3 weeks.  

The Director of 
Engineering Services 

 

28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council approve for the unused tennis courts in Lightning Ridge to be 
converted into Community Gardens by the Rotary Club and it be handed 
over the Transcultural Committee (TCC)? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and report 
accordingly 
Clr Taylor  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

Council will reconnect water supply for proposed 
site. Rotary Club member Danielle Osborne 
mentioned community will take ownership of the 
Garden, tidy up and general maintenance if 
required. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
GM & DCS were investigating 
it. 

28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council investigate the possibility of offering the public the option of 
sponsoring for trees in Lighting Ridge? 

Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and report 
accordingly. 
Clr Taylor 

Acting 

Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Under investigation. Council may supply list of 

native/drought hardy trees to the public and 
planting area. 
Council has prepared list of native/drought hardy 
trees. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Community Notice will be 

published on 30 July on 
spectator and ridge news. 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting Can Council investigate whether the bore water in Lightning Ridge causing 
damage to air conditioners?  
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and report 
accordingly.  
Clr Martinez  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

Chemical analysis of both bore did not show any 
health related risk. Council is seeking advice 
from expert on the topic and remedial action if 
required. Onsite test is required to determine 
H2S,CO2 and dissolved minerals. Cooling tower 
with aeration and chorine dosing may be option 
as suggested by expert. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
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28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council revise the restrictions placed on the Junior Ruby League Club 
in relation to training on the football field in Lightning Ridge?  
Response  
The General Manager advised that he will meet with the Acting Director 
Urban Infrastructure to discuss the matter and have the situation 
reassessed. Clr Martinez  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
and General 
Manager  

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Is the installation of the boat ramp in Lightning Ridge running to schedule?  
Response   
The Director of Engineering Services advised that it is and the team will be 
removing the old ramp and installing a new ramp.  
Clr Martinez  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

17.06.2015 it is in Walgett. The project will be 
finished by 22.06.2015 

The Director 
Engineering Services 

 
Completed July 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
What is the latest report on Walgett’s water supply in relation to drilling a 
new bore? 
Response  
The General Manager advised that Council is seeking permission to drill 
and has acquired the funding to connect the town bore to the water 
filtration plant. 
Clr Keir  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Site establishment has been completed. Drilling 
may commence from Saturday 23 May weather 
permitting. As of 16/06/15 500m drilling with 
casing and cementing completed. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Bore drilling completed on 
20/07/2015. 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Is council going to install fencing to the weir to provide access?  
Response  
The General Manager advised that Council has approved a quote for 
materials and Council will then investigate what sort of access is required. 
Clr Keir  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

17.06.2015  Surveyor has  competed  the survey  
and established boundary pegs. And significant 
trees need to  be removed.  
Options for entry to the access needs to be 
discussed for better and economical ways. 

The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council utilise the diggings from the Australian Opal Center as a road 
base?  
Response    
The Director of Engineering Services advised a cost benefit analysis report 
will be complied.  
Clr Woodcock 

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 DES will  present a report for the  
June Council meeting 
17.06.2015 cost  analysis to use crushers  is in 
progress 
22.07.15 report has been submitted to July 
meeting  

The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council investigate the lane where children walk along located behind 
the Service Station opposite the Police Station in Lightning Ridge, it 
requires signage to prevent vehicles speeding up to the line?  
Response  
The Director of Planning and Regulatory Services to investigate and take 
any action necessary. 
Clr Woodcock 

Director of 
Engineering  

 
Director of 
Engineering 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Does Council have funds available to help pay for the wash-down bay at 
the racecourse in Lighting Ridge? 
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and report accordingly.  
Clr Woodcock 

The General 
Manager 

21.5.15 funds to be identified  
10.6.15 funding position being clarified and 
invoice required  

General Manager  

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council inspect Bill O’Brian Way and record the cost of works required 
in future Council budgets? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take necessary 
action. 
Clr Lane.  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 
Has been proposed  for 2015/2016 work 
program 
This work program has to be re-programed for 
2016/2017 as the regional repair program 
funding has not been successful.  

The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

28 April 2015 3/2015/37 

Recommendation:  
That Council adopt the proposed new Organisational Structure based on 
the attached redistribution of functional activities and the creation of the 
position of “Chief Financial Officer” and proceed to invite applications for 
positions of Directors of Engineering/Technical Services and 
Environmental Services. 

The General 
Manager  

21.5.15 Action being implemented  
10.6.15 report to June Meeting  

The General 
Manager 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26 May 2015 

26 May 2015 4/2015/12 Recommendation: 
That Council not take up the option to lodge a “Fit for The Future” 
application and endorse the action of the General Manager in lodging a 
submission in respect of the IPART methodology for assessing Fit For the 
Future applications be endorsed. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Woodcock  

 
 
The General 
Manager 

  
 
 
The General Manager 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/16 Recommendation: 
Re-establishment of Alcohol Free Zones - refer to May Minutes  
Moved: Clr Woodcock   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

Public notification via Council web site 
completed 18-6-2015. 
Public notification via newspaper will occur in 
week commencing 22 June 2015. 

Notification mail out in progress. 
New alcohol prohibition signage st LR Bore 
Baths & Len Cram Park in progress. 

Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 

Services 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/17 Recommendation: 
That Council write to the Office of Liquor, Gaming and Racing and 
requesting advice as to how a liquor/hotel licence may be held where the 
Hotel has ceased trading.  
Moved: Clr Murray  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock  

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

Letter sent 3.7.2015 

director of planning and 
regulatory services 

completed July  

26 May 2015 4/2015/18 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Publicly exhibit the draft Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2015 
for a minimum of 28 days. 
2. Undertake public exhibition consultation via: 
(a) Advertising in Council’s newspaper column within the Walgett 

Spectator and Lightning Ridge News. 
(b) Notification letters to Council’s precinct committees and community 

working parties. 
(c) Making digital (PDF) copies of the document available via Council’s 

web site. 
(d) Making hard copies of the document available at the Council office at 

Walgett, Council office at Collarenebri and the Library at Lightning 
Ridge. 

Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 
 

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 
DCP placed on Council web site for public 
exhibition period from 29 May 2015 to Friday 3 
July 2015. 
 
Advertising in Council newspaper columns on 
three occasions. 
 
 

Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/19 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the letter dated 7 May 2015 from Ashley Albury, General Manager 
(Western Region) of the NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
endorsing public exhibition of the Draft Walgett Shire Council Rural 
Residential Land Use Strategy. 
2.Adopt and endorse the Draft Walgett Shire Council Rural Residential 
Land Use Strategy. 
3.Undertake public exhibition for the Draft Walgett Shire Council Rural 
Residential Land Use Strategy for a minimum of 60 days, including: 
 - Letters to all relevant government agencies. 
 - Letters to all landowners within a 5km radius of Walgett, Lightning Ridge 
Collarenebri. 
 - Advertising public exhibition of the strategy in the Walgett Spectator and 
Lightning Ridge News. 

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 
Strategy placed on exhibition from 22-6-2015 
until 28-8-2015 
 
Copies available from council website 
 
Letters sent to landholders and Gov agencies 
on 25.6.2015 

Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 
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 - Making the strategy available as a pdf file via Council’s web site. 
 - Providing a public display hard copy of the strategy at the Council office  
at Walgett, Walgett library, Lightning Ridge library and Council office at  
Collarenebri. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Murray  

26 may 2015 4/2015/24 Recommendation: 
That the action to award the contract for construction of the Rowena Fire 
Station to Castlereagh Construction Group Ltd in the sum of $200,606 be 
endorsed. 
Moved: Clr Murray  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

  
The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting  

Can council correct the sign “sherman way” in lightning ridge that is 
currently facing in the wrong direction?  
response  
The acting director urban infrastructure services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Martinez  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council prepare a report to the Council meeting in June in relation to 
the water meters - chargers and pipe sizes?  
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to take appropriate action.  
Clr Murray  
 

Director 
Corporate 
Services  

23.06.15 no future action at this stage  Director Corporate 
Services 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council inspect and repair Regional Road 329, 5 kms east of the 
Avondale Bridge? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 22.7.15 works will be completed by 31
st
 July 

2015 
The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council investigate the broken rail on a ramp on SR5, north of the 
Thalaba Bridge and Franxton Bridge?  
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 The Director 
Engineering Services 

Completed on 30
th
 June 2015 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council write to RMS requesting to name the bridge that is located on 
the Gwydir Hwy, 8.83km east of Collarenebri “Jonny Tomkins Bridge”. 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

22.07.15 waiting response from RMS The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/27 Shop awning remediation & grants, Wilson St, Collarenebri- refer to May  
Minutes for more detail 

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

Grant offer letters sent 24-6-15 
Orders requiring remediation works sent 
24.6.15 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/29 Recommendation: 
A. That Council empanel the following tenderers for the Regional 
Procurement tender 
T051516 OROC -Tender Supply & Delivery of Bitumen Spray Sealing: 
1. RPQ Spray Seal Pty Ltd trading as NSW Spray Seal Pty Ltd 
2. SRS Road Services Pty Ltd 
3. Bitupave Ltd T/A NSW Boral Asphalt  
4. Fulton Hogan Pty Ltd 
B. That provision be allowed for a 12 month extension based on 

 
The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

  
The Director 
Engineering Services 
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satisfactory supplier performance which may take this tender through to 
June 2019    
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded: Clr Murray   

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23 June 2015 

23 June 2015 5/2015/10  Recommendation: 
1. That Council request the Minister for Education, through the local 
member for Barwon Hon. Kevin Humphries MP, to urgently call a public 
meeting in Walgett to air community concerns in regards to the Walgett 
Community College’s ongoing performance in an endeavour to identify 
locally, placed based solutions to the many and varied problems being 
experienced throughout all levels of the College. A copy of the letter be 
mailed to the following Members of Parliament: NSW Premier Michael 
Baird, the NSW Deputy Premier Troy Grant and Local Member Sarah 
Mitchell. 
2. And further that Council issue an appropriate media release outlining 
the action it has taken. 
Moved: Clr Keir  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

 
General 
Manager  

Letter sent to minister  
 
Media release issued  
 
Minister will meet with Council representatives 
in Sydney – August  

 
 
 
General Manager 

 

23 June 2015  5/2015/11 Recommendation: 
That Council write to the National Australia Bank seeking confirmation that 
a new lease agreement has been signed with the current lessors and that 
the Walgett Branch will remain open and local residents be fully informed 
of progress in this regard through appropriate press releases. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Murray  

General 
Manager 

 
 
 
20.07.15 letter sent to NAB 
 

General Manager 

 
 
 

23 June 2015 5/2015/13 Recommendation:  
That the General Manager’s Report in relation to the 2015/16 Draft 
Budget and Operational Plan be received and noted and the revised 
2015/16 Draft Budget, Operational Plan and Integrated Planning and 
Reporting documentation be adopted. 
Moved: Clr Keir  
Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

General 
Manager 

23.06.15 Adopted  

General Manager 

completed  23.6.15 

23 June 2015 5/2015/17 Recommendation: 
1.That the council agree to the execution of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) or similar instrument to record its intent to provide 
funding if the AOC obtains firm commitments for the balance of the $30 
million project funding. 
2. That the AOC be advised that consideration of these projects would 
need to be  undertaken as part of councils overall asset management and 
as such it is unable to  provide a commitment for these future works at 
this time. 

Moved: Clr Taylor 
Seconded: Clr Martinez   
 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 documentation being prepared  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

23 June 2015 5/2015/18 Recommendation:  
That Council note the report and that the Auditor be requested to review 
and confirm that financial position of the Lightning Ridge Water Fund and 
that Council prepare a detailed report for each minor fund/town within the 
Shire for review each year.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Martinez   

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 not yet commenced  

Director Corporate 
Services 
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23 June 2015 5/2015/20 Recommendation: 
1. Arrange to have an independent audit carried out of Stage 4 works  
2. If the audit proves to be satisfactory Council endorses the NSW Public 
Works tender recommendation for the Walgett Levee upgrade Stage 5 
Extension of the levee.  
3. That Council then accept the tender price offered by Central West Civil 
Pty Ltd in the sum of $1,060,933 GST inclusive.  
4. That Council ensure Central West Civil has paid all subcontractors prior 
to making any progress payments.  
5. In the event the independent audit is unsatisfactory Council award the 
tender to the next lowest conforming tender that of Batterline Earthmoving 
Pty Ltd in the sum of $1,595,888. 
6. That Council ensure Batterline Earthmoving Pty Ltd if it becomes the 
accepted tender, has also paid all subcontractors prior to making any 
progress payments. 
7. That appropriate provisions and/or extensions be made with the 
successful tender in regards to outstanding Native Title and Aboriginal 
Land claims prior to the awarding of the contract.   
Moved: Clr Martinez  
Seconded: Clr Murray   

Director Urban 
Infrastructure  

 

Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 

23 June 2015 5/2015/22 Recommendation:  
That the Council invite Expressions of Interest for the purchase of Lots 2 
& 3 Section 4 DP 758199 as a single parcel.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock  

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 EOI advertised  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

23 June 2015 5/2015/23 Recommendations: Tenders – Plant Hire  
That Council accept tenders from the following businesses for RFQ 
15/011 Request for Standing Offers: Casual Plant Hire Walgett Shire 
NSW. Refer to June minutes for further detail. 
 

Director 
Engineering 
Services  

30.07.15 letter has been sent out to all 
participants  

Director 
Engineering Services 

Completed July 2015 

23 June 2015 5/2015/28 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Note the email dated 28 April 2015 from Kathryn Byrne in support of the 
Walgett CBD Business Contributions. 
2. Allocate $100,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to 1:1 
contributions in the B2 Local Centre zone for fascia upgrades, including 
security measures, subject to Council approval (works must demonstrate 
improved visual amenity). 
3. Advertise the availability of the contributions in the Walgett Spectator 
and on Council’s website. 
4. An upper limit of $5000 to apply to any single    contribution. 
5. That Government authorities and NGOs be excluded from the scheme. 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded: Clr Keir  

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
services  

 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory services 

 

23 June 2015 5/2015/29 Recommendation: 
1. That Council approve the proposed amount of $ 24,000 (Including 
Council’s contribution at $ 4000 per grid) to remove the four grids and 
remove fence from the road reserve to the new fence line and restore the 
site as per Council’s requirement, all work to be undertaken by the 
landowner at their expense.  
2. Payment to be made on final inspection.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Cooper  

Director 
Engineering 
Services  

22.07.15 an offer letter has been emailed  

Director Engineering 
Services 
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23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council erect a sign on the Narran Lakes Road with directions to 
Lightning Ridge and Cumborah?   
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Taylor 

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council erect a sign on the Burranbar Road / Angedool Road with 
directions to Lightning Ridge?  
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Taylor 

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council repair the malfunctioning lights at the bore baths and in the 
adjacent paddock in Lightning Ridge?   
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Taylor 

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council renovate men’s section-cubicle 1 at the Lightning Ridge bore 
baths as the partitions have been damaged?  
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action.  
Clr Taylor  

Director of 
Corporate 
Services 

 
28.07.15 Property Officer following up 

Director of Corporate 
Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council replace the stolen disability rails in the amenities block at the 
Lightning Ridge bore baths? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Taylor  

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council inspect the Cumborah Road (located on the second grid from 
the Lightning Ridge turn off) that requires patching? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Taylor  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

 

Director of Engineering 
Services 

Completed June 2015 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council make consideration in Council’s future budget for a sliding 
door at the Lightning Ridge information centre? 
Response 
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action.  
Clr Taylor  
  

Director of 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 Property Officer to make not for 
consideration in 2016/17 estimates  

Director of Corporate 
Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council write to Essential Energy requesting information in regards to 
Company plans affecting Walgett Shire employees? 
Response  
The General Manager to take appropriate action. 
Clr Murray 

General 
Manager 

 
20.07.15 letter sent to essential energy  

General Manager 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council write to the RFS regarding the conditions for providing 24hrs 
notice to burn-off? 
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and take appropriate action. 
Clr Murray  

General 
Manager 

 
20.07.15 letter sent to RFS 

General Manager 
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23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council follow up on increasing the visiting timeframes allowed for 
tourist at the Narran Lake Reserve?   
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and take appropriate action. 
Clr Murray  

General 
Manager 

 
20.07.15 letter sent to Narran Lake reserve  

General Manager 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council write to rate payers regarding the use of rural roads after 
rain, perhaps publish it in the rates notices? 
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action.  
Clr Murray  

Director of 
Corporate 
Services 

28.07.15 Notice distributed with 2015/2016 
rate notices 

Director of Corporate 
Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council repair the malfunctioning lights on Pandora Street in 
Lightning Ridge? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Martinez  

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council inspect Agate Street in Lightning Ridge that requires 
patching? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Martinez  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

22.7.15 inspection carried out  

Director of Engineering 
Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

What is the progress on the new bore in Walgett? 
Response  
The General Manager informed Council it is nearing completion and flow 
rate testing will be undertaken shortly.  
Clr Cooper  

General 
Manager 

20.07.15 report to July meeting  

General Manager 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council inspect the Mission Road (R67) that requires resealing?  
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

22.7.15 work in progress  

Director of Engineering 
Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

How often are the Shire roads inspected by Council staff for repairs? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services to prepare response.  
Clr Cooper  

Director of 
Engineering 
Services 

22.7.15 most of the roads have been 
inspected and scheduling in progress  Director of Engineering 

Services 

 

23 June 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council inspect the plaques at the Walgett cemetery that require 
replacing?   
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take 
appropriate action.  
Clr Keir  

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

acting director urban 
infrastructure services 

 
Inspection completed on 13 
July 2015. 
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LG WEEKLY RECEIVED FROM THE LGNSW – JULY 2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/615 

 
Summary: 
Copies of weekly circulars numbers 23-27 received from Local Government NSW since the 
March Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  

 
Background: 
The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of Councillors: 
 
Issue 23 
 
Item 3:  Practical Tips for FFTF submissions   
Item 11:  State Planning Policy Review 2015 
Item 13: Local Infrastructure Funding Course  
 
Issue 24 
 
Item 3:  Fit for the Future Innovation Fund Guidelines Released  
Item 4:  Local Government Week Awards Evening 2015- Book your ticket  
Item 6:  UTS Graduate Program  
Item 7:  New Outdoor smoking ban takes effect in July 
Item 14: Review of Building Professionals Act – LGNSW Submission  
  
Issue 25 
 
Item 2:  Research Shows public Wants involvement in Local Government decisions  
Item 8:  Round 2 Landfill Environment Grants Open  
Item 11:  Making Consultative Committees More Effective  
Item 15:  Increased Filing fees for courts and tribunals  
 
Issue 26 
 
Item 5:  Long services Members to be recognised during LGNSW annual conference  
Item 9:  Seniors Week 2016 Grants  
Item 17:  ALGA Financial Assistance Grants Campaign  
 
Issue 27 
 
Item 6:  LGNSW Submission for NSW Parliamentary Fit for the Future Inquiry 
Item 7:  NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into FFTF – Public Hearings 
Item 14: Senior Executive Service Remuneration  
 
Current Position: 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any 
matters of interest with the General Manager prior to the Meeting. Staff also have the task of 
following up and lodging application for grant funding where funding for Council projects may 
be available. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and 
keep abreast of Local Government issues occurring at Industry level. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 

 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 

 
Legal Issues: 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
Both Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to consider the contents of the various 
circulars and determine what action, if any, needs to be taken. 

 

WEEKLY’S RECEIVED FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the weekly circulars numbers 23-27 from the Local 
Government NSW be received and noted. 

 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LG 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/616 

 
Summary: 
Copies of circular received Circular No 15-22/15-27 from the Local Government Office    
Department of Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 

 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of councillors: 
 
Circular 15-22: Public Interest Disclosure Obligations   
Circular 15-23: Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting (version 23)  
Circular 15-24: Determination of the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal 
Circular 15-25: Increase to companion animal registration in line with CPI  
Circular 15-26: End of Year Financial Reporting 2014/15 
Circular 15-27: Review of Swimming Pool Barrier Requirements  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors 
under separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on 
Local Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Legal Issues: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
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CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LG  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 15-22 /15-27 from the 
Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:    
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Circular 15-22 
Circular 15-23 
Circular 15-24 
Circular 15-25 
Circular 15-26 
Circular 15-27 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR – JULY-SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/22 

 
Summary: 
Monthly calendar of Council activities. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly 
in-house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff 
to plan their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when 
they have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send 
meeting notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is 
received meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar 
and the representative(s) names flagged. 

 
Current Position: 
The calendar for the months of May 2015 to July 2015 is attached. Councillors are requested 
to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming 
community or councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable 
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Conclusion: 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 

 

MONTHLY CALENDAR JULY 2015 – SEPTEMBER 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period July 2015 – 
September 2015. 
 
Moved:    
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Calendar for June 2015-September 2015
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July 2015  

 

 

Date of 

Meeting 
 

Time 
 

What 
 

Who 

Wed 1 July    

Thurs 2 July    

Fri 3 July    

Sat 4 July    

Sun 5 July  Upper house – FFTF Submissions Close  

Mon 6 July    

Tues 7 July    

Wed 8 July    

Thurs 9 July    

Fri 10 July    

Sat 11 July    

Sun 12 July  
 

 
                  

 
 

Mon 13 July           
 

 
                  

 
 

Tues 14 Jul y    

Wed 15 July    

Thurs 16 Jul y    

Fri 17 July    

Sat 18 July    

Sun 19 July  
     

             
              

   
 

Mon 20 July    

Tues 21 July    

Wed 22 July    

Thurs 23 July    

Fri 24 July    

Sat 25 July    

Sun 26 July    

Mon 27 July    

Tues 28 July  10.00am  
Council Meeting – Rowena 

 
All  Directors and Councillors 

Wed 29 July   
Lightning Ridge Opal Festival  

 

Thurs 30 July  “         “  

Fri 31 July  “           “  
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August 2015 

 
 
 

 

Date of 

Meeting 
 

Time 
 

What 
 

Who 

Sat 1 Aug   Lightning Ridge Opal Festival  

Sun 2 Aug  Lightning Ridge Opal Festival  

Mon 3 Aug  Walgett Bulldust to Bitumen Festival   

Tues 4 Aug  “           “  

   Wed 5 Aug  “       “  

Thurs 6 Aug  “         “ Youth Awards 2015 Dinner Presentation – Sydney  
Mayor & WSC Staff  

Fri 7 Aug  High tea & Wine with Words   

Sat 8 Aug  Walgett Street Party/award presentations 
Dinner under the Stars  

 

Sun 9 Aug  “          “  

Mon  10 Aug    

Tues 11 Aug    

Wed 12 Aug  
 

 
 

 
 

Thurs 13 Aug  
10:00AM 

 

 
Traffic Committee Meeting 

 
GM, Clr Martinez  

Fri 14 Aug    

Sat 15 Aug    

Sun 16 Aug    

Mon 17 Aug  
10:00AM  

 
CMCC Meeting Coonabarabran  

 
GM, Clr Woodcock, Greenaway 

Tues 18 Aug    

Wed 19 Aug  
 

 
 

 

 
Thurs 20 Aug    

Fri 21 Aug    

Sat 22 Aug    

Sun 23 Aug    

Mon  24 Aug    

Tues  25 Aug  
10:00AM 

 
Council Meeting – Walgett 

 
All Directors & Councillors 

Wed 26 Aug    

Thurs 27 Aug    

Fri 28 Aug    

 
 

 
Sat 29 Aug    

Sun  30 Aug    

Mon 31 Aug    
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Date of 

Meeting 
 

Time 
 

What 
 

Who 

Tues 1 June    

Wed 2 June    

Thurs 3 June    

Fri 4 June    

Sat 5 June    

Sun 6 June    

Mon 7 June   
 

 

Tues 8 June    

Wed 9 June    

Thurs 10 June    

Fri 11 June    

Sat 12 June    

Sun 13 June    

Mon 14 June  
 

  

Tues 15 June    

Wed 16 June    

Thurs 17 June    

Fri 18 May    

Sat 19 June    

Sun 20 June    

Mon 21 June    

Tues 22 June  
10.00 AM  

 
Council Meeting – Carinda (Mayoral Election) 

 

 
All Directors and Councillors  

Wed 23 June    

Thurs 24 June    

Fri 25 June    

Sat 26 June    

Sun 27 June    

Mon 28 June    

Tues 29 June  
 

 
 

 
 

Wed 30 June  
   

September 2015 
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PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND PROVISION OF FACILITIES FOR 

COUNCILLORS – POLICY  

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:    

 

Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to enable Council to review the Policy for the Payment of 

Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors. 

 
Background: 
Council is required to adopt a Policy for the Payment of Expenses and the Provision of 

Facilities to Councillors within five months after the end of each year, with a copy of the 

Policy to be forwarded to the Department of Local Government. 

 
Current Position: 
The existing  Policy  has been revised for Council's  consideration,  taking  into account  

the existing policy,  legislative  requirements   and the guidelines  issued  by the 

Department  of Local Government. 

 
Vide  Minute  09/2011/12 Council  adopted  as Policy that from 2011/2012 Councillor  fees  

in future be set at the maximum  level set by the Local Government   Remuneration  

Tribunal  annually subject  to 25% of the Mayoral fee  being allocated  to the Councillor  

who occupies  the position  of Deputy  Mayor. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Local Government Act 1993 

WSC Policies Document 

WSC Procedures Document 
 
Governance Issues: 
The adoption of a policy will contribute to the good governance of the organisation. 

 
Environmental Issues:  
Nil  
 
Stakeholders:  
Councillors  

 

Financial Implications: 
The monetary amounts in the policy were updated four years ago, and the current draft policy 
provides for an increase in the kilometres rates for private usage as per the Local 
Government (State) award 2014 and daily sustenance rate.  
 
Options/Alternatives: 
Council is required to adopt a policy for the Payment of Expenses and the Provision of Facilities to 
Councillors; however the terms of the policy may be varied. 
 
Conclusion: 
The limits of expenditure have not been increased as they were reviewed in 2009. Council 
should consider whether the suggested limits are equitable. 
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PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND PROVISION OF FACILITIES FOR COUNCILLORS 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council give notice of its intention to adopt the Draft Policy for the Payment of Expenses 
and Provision of Facilities to Councillors, in accordance with Section 253 of the Local Government 
Act.  
 
2. Consider updating the various expenditure limits.  
 
3. And that the Draft Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors Policy then 
be placed on public exhibition and public submissions invited. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
  

 
Attachment: 
Revised Payment Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors Policy – Refer to 
attachment document page 3 
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REVIEW OF PESTCIDE USE NOTIFICATON PLAN  

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Summary: 
To review Council’s Pesticide Use Notification Plan 
 
Background: 
Council’s Pesticide Use Notification Plan was originally adopted on 21 August, 2007 and is now 
due for review. 
 
Current Position: 
The Pesticides Regulation 1995 was reviewed with effect from 1 September, 2009 although only 
minor amendments were made.   
 
Council has an obligation to maintain and comply with its pesticide notification plan as these plans 
provide a clear framework for the provision of information about Council’s pesticide use in public 
places.  
 
Clause 22 (2) of the 2009 Regulation requires a Council to place a copy of the latest version of its 
plan on its website and for the plan to also be available for inspection at the Council’s main 
offices. 
 
There are also a range of requirements Council must observe in relation to the use of pesticides 
in public places. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Pesticides Act 1999 and Regulations 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council 
Council Community 
 
Governance issues: 
As there are no substantial changes to the existing Pesticide Use Notification Plan, all that 
remains is for Council to place the update plan on public exhibition and invite public comment. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Council has an obligation to ensure the safe use of pesticides flowing from its own operational 
activities. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Legal Issues: 
None identified 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable as Council must meet its regulatory obligations. 
 
Conclusion: 
That having reviewed its Pesticides Use Notification Plan, Council now place the revised plan on 
public exhibition and invite public comment. 
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REVIEW OF PESTICIDES USE NOTIFICATION PLAN 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council adopt the revised Pesticides Use Notification Plan in principle and place it on public 
exhibition and invite public comment 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Revised Pesticides Use Notification Plan – Refer to attachment document page 15 
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DROUGHT RELIEF EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES  

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Summary: 
To inform Council with regards the present position of drought relief employment schemes. 
 
Background: 
Confirmation has now been received that the Federal Government is providing a special 
economic stimulus package aimed at driving employment, growth and population stability in the 
drought ravaged communities in Western NSW and far western Queensland.   
 
I enclose a copy of a letter dated 30 June, 2015 from the Hon. Warren Truss MP, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development advising of Council’s grant of 
$1.5M under the new Drought Communities Programme (DCP).  
 
As previous advised it is believed that temporary employment schemes  should cover a range of 
infrastructure projects including main street upgrades, new and replacement of footpaths and kerb 
and gutter, stormwater/drainage construction and community facilities to name but a few. 
 
Current Position: 
As an example, Council has attracted grant funds in the order of $350,000 to erect feral animal 
proof fencing around the Collarenebri Airstrip and has matching loans funds available to 
undertake a project estimated to cost $700,000.  This project would normally be undertaken by 
contract, possibly by contractors from outside the Shire area.  
 
An alternative approach is being taken during the current drought to form a local labour pool from 
workers displaced from the local rural sector and then draw from this pool to staff the various 
projects identified. 
 
Just prior to Easter, Council was requested to provide details and preliminary cost estimates for 
various projects that Council could undertake as part of such a stimulus package together with 
details of possible commencement times.  Details of the projects that were nominated are as 
follows: 
 

1. Proposed main Street upgrades in the towns of Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri 
involving laying of pavers, irrigation and landscaping – estimated cost - $360,000. 

2. A rural roads betterment concept aimed at upgrading black soil roads so that they are less 
likely to closure following periods of rain – estimated cost - $280,000 

3. Fencing of the Walgett Landfill site – estimated cost - $250,000 
4. Construction of access to Walgett Weir in advance of a project to raise the coping on the 

weir by one metre – estimated cost -$75,000 
5. Replacement of kerb and gutter and footpaths  in the three main towns of Walgett, 

Collarenebri and Lightning  Ridge – estimated cost - $75,000 per town 
6. Fencing of the Walgett town levee – estimated cost - $250,000 
7. Construction of pipeline  from the Barwon River to lower town water intake to drought 

proof the town – estimate cost - $100,000 
 

There are obviously other areas that could also be included such as the renovation of community 

halls or the replacement/repair of grids on country roads.  
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A number of enquires have also been received from community organisations seeking to put 

forward proposals as well. 

 

A series of proposals are currently being worked up for submission for consideration and 

approval. 

 

There is a 27 pages set of guidelines and application forms to be considered and followed as part 

of the process.  Separate applications must be submitted for each proposal.  Each proposal must 

be for a minimum of $25,000.  Projects must be shovel ready and be able to be commenced 

within 6 months of signing a funding agreement.  The maximum funding available is $1.5M and all 

project must be completed by 30 June, 2019. 

 

There are also four eligibility criteria against which each proposal will be assessed by the 

Department and eight activities which are not eligible for funding. 

 

Detailed cost estimates and risk management plans are required for each proposal.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Walgett Shire Drought Issues – Place Based Solutions 2014 
Drought Communities Programme (DCP), June, 2015 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire residents and ratepayers 
Local landholders and commercial operators 
Federal and State Governments 
 
Governance issues: 
Projects undertaken need to be over and above projects already planned in the current 
operational budget using existing day labour resources 
 
Environmental issues: 
Quite a few environmental issues could be addressed through strategically selected projects. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Undertaking a series of projects as part of a major drought employment scheme would be 
financially taxing on Council if not fully funded by the higher tiers of government. 
 
Legal Issues: 
Ideally, recruitment should be through Council’s own recruitment processes in order to be able 
to target those in most need. 
 
There will be a need to be able to vary Council’s Organisational Structure for the duration of the 
scheme in order to provide the flexibility to achieve appropriate levels of productivity and 
effectiveness.. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not to pursue this scheme could have a lasting impact of the future sustainability of the local 
community 
 
Conclusion: 
That Council receive and note the General Manager’s report and endorse the action being taken. 
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DROUGHT RELIEF EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council receive and note the General Manager’s report, endorse the action being taken, and 
delegate authority to vary Council’s Organisational Structure should the need arise to engage 
additional staff. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Letter dated 30 June, 2015 from Hon. Warren Truss MP, Deputy Prime Minister 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF DROUGHT RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE PLAN 

FOR WALGETT SHIRE  

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Summary: 
To progress the establishment of a Drought Recovery and Resilience Plan for Walgett Shire 
 
Background: 
Drought is not considered to be a natural disaster and yet it is one of three natural phenomenon – 
fire, flood and drought – that have damaging and devastating consequences for the areas where 
they occur. 
 
A key lesson learnt from past experience right across Australia in dealing and recovering from 
natural disasters is the need to focus not just on short term restoration but to have effective 
recovery plans which balance short-term needs with long-term opportunities to enhance economic 
and social resilience for all sections of the community – commerce, government, community or 
industry. 
 
Resilient communities are those that are able to maintain their quality of life and prosperity in the 
face of external pressures and shock.  They are characterized by high levels of prosperity, strong 
forward and strategic planning, an innovative and engaged community with effective integration at 
all levels. 
 
Council, at its meeting on 28 April, 2015 resolved: 
 

 
Current Position: 
Subsequently, on Thursday 25 June, 2015 some 21 local stakeholders attended a workshop at 
the Walgett Sporting Club to consider the key issues involved. 
 
It was agreed that with any natural disaster there are three main phases of recovery. The first is 
the repair and cleanup process. This is then followed by renewal and revitalization and the final 
phase concentrates on improvement and resilience. 
 
It was noted that opportunities are beginning to emerge that could allow Walgett Shire to leverage 
the current drought and its impacts to revitalize key economic and community assets within the 
Shire.   
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But as resources are limited there is a need to target those areas, sectors and locations where the 
greatest benefit can gained for the lowest cost – infrastructure, agriculture, environment, structural 
support and growth. 
 
Revitalization of the CBDs in our three main towns, Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge and Walgett, 
was identified as not only having important long-term benefits for the towns’ businesses and 
residential communities but could provide an effective stimulus for the whole Shire.  
 
The stakeholders at the workshop then identified the various issues they considered relevant to 
the discussions and these were collated under the six strategic themes in the Walgett Shire 
Community Strategic Plan. 
 
The workshop participants then were given the opportunity to vote on what they considered the 
more important of the issues raised and then broke up into six groups to further consider the 
desirable outcomes that could be achieved for the broader community in respect of those issues.  
 
This proved to be a simple and straight forward a way to draw on the skills and experience of a 
large cross-section of the community to put together the foundations a Drought Recovery and 
Resilience Plan. 
 
Details of the issues are as follows: 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Top priority issues:  

1. Native vegetation and other legislation 
2. Being able to develop more land for agriculture and increase turnover 
3. Declining population 
4. Feral animals / pest control 
5. Water supply, including access issues and licensing 

 
Other issues: 

 Why no rain? BOM 

 Promotion of high school ag. plot 

 Community environmental projects 

 Land values 
 
AGRICULTURE 
Top priority issues:  

1. Walgett Shire’s potential (with increased development of land for agriculture) to produce 
10% of Australia’s grain and become the most productive LGA in the country 

2. Finance issues, including profit & loss issues (being able to roll profit and loss forwards) 
3. Debt levels, equity issues and asset values 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

 Top priority issues:  

 Bringing in revenue from outside the region, including: 

 Tourism (e.g. Australian Opal Centre $30m project) 

 New industries including processing of chickpeas, and grain tumblers 

 Keeping small business sustainable 
 
Other issues:  

 Retaining skilled workers 

 Employment 

 Keeping local money and people in the Shire 
o Shop local campaign? 
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o Education is paramount to keeping families in the Shire 

 Cash flow and lobbying banks for lower interest rates 

 Wage subsidies (for farmers during drought and to allow businesses to grow) 

 Work for the Dole program; current reliance on backpackers as workers 
 
COMMUNITY 
Top priority issues:  

1. Focus on the positives in our communities – strong community and good facilities 
2. Walgett Community College  
3. Education generally 
4. Possible agricultural training 
5. Retaining skilled workers 

 
Other issues:  

 Community wellbeing 

 Need to be inclusive of all parts of the Shire, not just Walgett, Lightning Ridge and 
Collarenebri, and not just agricultural or the vulnerable 

 Wellbeing and resilience of humans 

 Drug use 

 Support for local community – possible payroll tax exemptions 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Top priority issues:  

1. Inefficiencies in transport of produce and possibility of improving these to increase 
turnover 

2. Broadband / NBN 
3. Education 

 
Other issues:  

 Roads 

 Rail and other infrastructure for new industry 

 Walgett Weir (and potential associated community gardening and fish hatchery) 
 
GOVERNANCE  
Top priority issues:  

1. Triggers for drought declaration and meaningful assistance 
2. Lack of government assistance, and what assistance is available is inefficient and/or 

ineffective 
 
Other issues:  

 Possible partnerships between landholders and the Shire 

 Lack of political involvement (no political voice for the Walgett Shire, except for the very 
negative) 

 Loss of government agencies and staff 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS: 

 Fencing – sporting fields, golf courses 

 Projects that local contractors wouldn’t undertake otherwise 

 Main streets - $160k for each of three main towns in Council’s budget 

 Re: water management – best practice by state government is not necessarily appropriate 
for Walgett Shire. 

o Same for dust and pollen 
 
A number of the stakeholders who attended have volunteered to work with Council to further 
develop the more important of these issues into a series of strategies to be set out in the Plan. 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

88 
 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Draft Drought Recovery and Resilience Plan 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire 
Walgett Shire Communities 
 
Governance issues: 
A whole of community perspective is being taken, one which encompasses government, 
commerce and community. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues have been identified and these will be further fleshed out as the 
plan is developed and refined. 
 
Financial Implications: 
A case should be made for grant funds to cover costs associated with various workshops and 
public consultation sessions. 
 
Legal Issues: 
This proposal is breaking new ground and any issues that arise need to be addressed  
progressively as they become apparent. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Do nothing 
 
Conclusion: 
It is believed the time is right to commence planning for addressing the issues arising from the 
continuing drought as well as commencing planning for post drought activities 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A DROUGHT RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE PLAN FOR WALGETT 
SHIRE  

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the General Manager’s Report be received and noted, and work on the development of the 
Drought Recovery and Resilience Plan continue as a matter of priority drawing on stakeholder 
resources and those members of the community who participated in the workshop be thanked for 
their input and making their time available to participate in the process. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Details of draft strategies prepared so far will be tabled at the meeting. 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY 

FROM GENERAL MANAGER   
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   000/000/000 

 
1. Letter received 25th June, 2015 from General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC 

(Ret’d) 
A thank-you letter to Walgett Shire Council Representatives from General The Honourable David 
Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d) for assisting in the coordination and conduct of their visit to Walgett.  
 
2. Copy of the Letter sent to Mark Coulton - 11th June, 2015 from The Hon.  Barnaby 

Joyce MP in relation to the proposed reduction of Shire rates due to ongoing drought 
conditions.  

Letter advising Council that the Commonwealth is unable to assist with the proposal. The Letter 
also informs Council of the support package the Prime Minster, Deputy Prime Minster and MP 
Barnaby Joyce recently announced. The package is believed to ensure money is spent in local 
economies and provide employment opportunities for people whose work opportunities have been 
adversely impacted by drought. 

 
3. Media Release – Regional Achievement and Community Awards   
The Regional Achievement and community Awards are currently open for several categories, if 
you know of someone who you feel is worthy of recognition, please take the time to nominate. 
Nominations close Thursday 13th August, 2015. 
 
4. NSW Farmers – Media Release 22nd June, 2015: Farmers welcome commitment to 

regional infrastructure  
The Association are pleased with the government’s budget commitment to accelerate planning 
and development for the following projects: $16.5M for the Regional Road Freight Corridor, 
$7.35M for the Bridge for the Bush and $1M for Regional Growth Roads. However, the 
association does have concerns surrounding the reduced operating budget for Local Lands 
Services from $43.5M to $35M.  
 
5. NSW Farmers – Media Release 22nd June, 2015: StandUpForFarmers Campaign takes 

out National Awards  
NSW Farmers 2015 pre-election campaign StandUpForFarms took out a national government 
relations award at a dinner held at the National Press Club in Canberra on 18th June, 2015. 
 
6. LGNSW: Local Government Awards Evening 2015 
Shire Youth Council representatives Miss Tiarnie McBride from Lightning Ridge and Miss Cheere 
Whyte of Walgett will be accompanied by Youth Development Officer Mrs Janet Mason, Manager 
Community Development, Mr George McCormick and nominated Senior Council Representatives 
to attend the NSW Local Government Awards Evening at the Australian National Maritime 
Museum, Lighthouse Gallery, Darling Harbour, Sydney on August the 6th to be presented the 
following awards for 2015: Best  Small Council Youth Week Program and Best ongoing 
commitment to Youth Week. 

  
7. Email received from Jenny Frank 23rd June, 2015 Senior Consultant from Morrison Low   
Email congratulating Council on being shortlisted for its project under the Regional Tourism 
Infrastructure Program for Regional Airports Program and offering Council assistance in preparing 
the detailed application and business case required for the funding program. Detailed funding 
applications close on the 31st August, 2015. 
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8. Email received 14th July, 2015 from Jeremy Hutton Private Secretary/Adviser from the 
Office of the Hon. Adrian Piccoli MP in regards to meeting arrangements with the 
Minster.  

The email advises Council the Minister is unable to commit to meeting in Walgett in the 
foreseeable future but he would be happy to meet with Council representatives in Sydney. 
Arrangements have now been made to meet in the Minister in Sydney on 6 August, 2015. 
 
9. NSW Framers - Media Release – Local Lands Services lacking  
At the NSW Farmers’ Association annual conference, district councils from across the state 
moved motion after motion highlighting the lack of resources provided by Local Lands Services. 
Farmers from Coonabarabran and the Liverpool Plains are seeking a review of LLS and its work 
in the areas of pest animal management, support of agronomy, drought management and the LLS 
representative structure. 
 
10. President's Message - 17 July 2015 LGNSW  
Expressing point of view in regards to Sydney Morning Herald article stating ‘Council mergers not 
main concern’, the future of councils is indeed a significant worry for many residents and 
ratepayers. 
 
Conclusion: 
If there are no other queries that the above matters should be received and noted. 
 

MATTERS FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY FROM GENERAL MANAGER 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the following maters listed for brief mention or information only 
   
-   Letter received 25th June, 2015 from General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d) 
-   Copy of the Letter sent to Mark Coulton - 11th June, 2015 from The Hon.  Barnaby Joyce MP 
-   Media Release – Regional Achievement and Community Awards   
-  NSW Farmers – Media Release 22nd June, 2015: Farmers welcome commitment to regional   
infrastructure  
-  NSW Farmers – Media Release 22nd June, 2015: StandUpForFarmers Campaign takes out          
National Awards  
-   LGNSW: Local Government Awards Evening 2015 
-   Email received from Jenny Frank 23rd June, 2015 Senior Consultant from Morrison Low   
-   Email received 14th July, 2015 from Jeremy Hutton Private Secretary/Adviser from the Office of 
the Hon. Adrian Piccoli MP in regards to meeting arrangements with the Minster. 
-   NSW Framers - Media Release – Local Lands Services lacking  
-   President's Message - 17 July 2015 LGNSW  
  
be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments: 

A- Letter received 25th June, 2015 from General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC 
(Ret’d) 

B- Copy of the Letter sent to Mark Coulton - 11th June, 2015 from The Hon.  Barnaby Joyce 
MP 

C- Media Release – Regional Achievement and Community Awards   

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/council-mergers-not-main-concern-20150712-giag01.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/council-mergers-not-main-concern-20150712-giag01.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/council-mergers-not-main-concern-20150712-giag01.html
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D- NSW Farmers – Media Release 22nd June, 2015: Farmers welcome commitment to 
regional infrastructure  

E- NSW Farmers – Media Release 22nd June, 2015: StandUpForFarmers Campaign takes 
out National Awards  

F- LGNSW: Local Government Awards Evening 2015 
G- Email received from Jenny Frank 23rd June, 2015 Senior Consultant from Morrison Low 
H- Email received 14th July, 2015 from Jeremey Hutton Private Secretary/ Adviser from the 

Office of the Hon. Adrian Piccoli MP 
I- NSW Framers - Media Release – Local Lands Services lacking  
J- President's Message - 17 July 2015 LGNSW  
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Our Ref:  490 
 
 
Dear Mr Ramsland 
 
The Hon Adrian Piccoli MP, Minister for Education has asked me to thank you for your 
letter of 1 June 2015 detailing concerns about the Walgett Community College. 
 
As you will appreciate a large number of organisations request meetings with the Minister 
and as a result his diary is heavily committed. 
 
The Minister is unable to commit to a meeting in Walgett in the foreseeable future but he 
would be happy to meet with you in Sydney. 
 
Please contact me on 8574 5300 or email office@piccoli.minister.nsw.gov.au to organise 
a suitable time and date. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write to the Minister. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Jeremy Hutton 
Private Secretary/Adviser 
Office of the Hon. Adrian Piccoli MP  
Minister for Education 
Ph (02) 8574 5300      
Email: office@piccoli.minister.nsw.gov.au 
_____________________________________________  
Please consider the environment before printing this email 
 
 

mailto:office@piccoli.minister.nsw.gov.au
mailto:office@piccoli.minister.nsw.gov.au
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PR/061/MR 
 
14 July 2015 
 
Local Land Services lacking 

 
Farmers today underlined their dissatisfaction with the delivery of extension services by Local Land 
Services (LLS). 
 
At the NSW Farmers’ Association annual conference, district councils from across the state moved motion 
after motion highlighting the lack of resources provided by Local Lands Services.  
 
Farmers from Coonabarabran and the Liverpool Plains are seeking a review of LLS and its work in the 
areas of pest animal management, support of agronomy, drought management and the LLS 
representative structure. 
 
Eighteen months after the introduction of the new scheme, farmers continue to experience a deficit of 
extension services. As one farmer put it on the conference floor: “We have lost 200 years worth of 
extension expertise.” 
 
Guyra and Armidale District Councils both moved motions that sought additional technical skills and 
training for those delivering extension services. Moree and Tenterfield District Councils highlighted that 
pest animal management had been a particular focus of frustration. 
 
NSW Farmers has always held the view that the new structure must end the slow decline in agricultural 
services. 
 
Upon taking up his new ministerial responsibilities, the Minister for Primary Industries,  Niall Blair MLC 
said: “There is no doubt there is plenty of work to do to bed down Local Land Services so it can deliver a 
better standard of services, like agricultural extension, to our farming sector.” 
 
Newly elected president of the association, Derek Schoen, said: “Before the last state election the 
government committed to a very modest $1 million per annum increase in funding for Local Land Services 
extension staff to support agriculture and aquaculture, but we were disappointed to learn that this would 
have to be met from the Department of Primary Industries’ existing budget." 
 
The conference endorsed calls for more robust extension services and comments highlighted that the 
minister’s first impression is on the money. 
 
“It’s not an illusion. There is a lot more work to do and more government money needs to be spent,” Mr 
Schoen said. 
 
“Farmers are growing impatient for better service delivery. “NSW Farmers will be watching how the 
government addresses this key issue and will continue to vigorously defend farmers’ interests.” 
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Community Matters 
Despite what you may have read in this week’s Sydney Morning Herald article ‘Council mergers not main concern’, 
the future of councils is indeed a significant worry for many residents and ratepayers. Statistically verifiable opinion 
polling conducted between January and June this year found more than 60 per cent of Sydneysiders prefer their 
councils to stand alone, rather than amalgamate. 
 
LGNSW Chief Executive Donna Rygate addressed this issue in a speech to the Australian Institute of Urban Studies 
this week, and I want to give you the facts to correct the record. The Australian Centre of Excellence for Local 
Government’s (ACELG’s) work was done last year. The respondents were from all over Australia (where council 
amalgamations may not even be on the radar) and 2,000 people were involved.  

Despite the media comments attributed to Associate Professor Roberta Ryan of ACELG, on the other hand, the 
survey results released by LGNSW are robust and do pass the face value test. The independent and statistically 
valid polling was undertaken by the respected and independent market research firm Micromex, across 14 Local 
Government Areas in the Sydney basin – about one-third of all Sydney councils involved in the Fit for the Future 
(FFTF) process. 

Micromex used a sample size of 7,416 – about five times the average sample size used in the political polls we all 
read – and weighted to accurately reflect ABS demographic figures. Respondents were presented with a range of 
options for their councils, and asked to indicate their level of support for these options on a scale of one to five. 
They were also asked to rank up to eight options for the future of their councils in order of preference. Read 
LGNSW’s media release for more information. 

Sixty one per cent identified the no change/stand-alone option as their first preference for the future, while 85 per 
cent were ‘very supportive’, ‘supportive’ or ‘somewhat supportive’ of their councils remaining as stand-alone 
entities. Less than one-in-five selected the Government’s proposed amalgamation as their first preference. 

This was no push-polling exercise. It was rigorous, robust social research on the specific issue of council 
amalgamation. It showed council mergers are a worry to our residents and ratepayers and that this week’s 
headline was, quite simply, incorrect. 

We’ve all heard the expression “lies, lies and damned statistics”, and that certainly seemed to be the message from 
this disappointing newspaper report. I understand ACELG may not have been aware of the Micromex research at 
the time these reported comments were made. But it is disappointing and unfortunate that they resulted in the 
kind of coverage we saw this week. Such reports damage our communities by misrepresenting their wishes, and 
they damage the reform process itself. 
 
Reporting and compliance burdens 
The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) this week sought submissions regarding the reporting and 
compliance burdens imposed on councils by the NSW Government. It’s certainly welcome to see the Government 
acting on some of the recommendations from the Independent Local Government Review Panel other than the 
question of amalgamation, and it is a really good opportunity for members to engage with IPART on this important 
issue. I’d urge all members to consider making a submission to the review – read the Issues Paper and Terms of 
Reference for more information. Submissions are due by 14 August, with IPART expected to report back to the 
Government in April next year. 

Meetings 
LGNSW attended last Friday’s Joint Organisation Mid-Pilot Workshop which worked through a number of important 
issues to further develop the model. Read more in item 5 of this week’s edition of the Weekly. This week we met 
with a representative from the Greens to discuss general issues. Next week I’ll be attending the Sydney Metro 
Mayors’ Meeting at Sydney Town Hall. I’ll also be talking rubbish (pun intended) at the Keep NSW Beautiful Litter 
Congress. I look forward to addressing the congress and reiterating LGNSW’s support for a container deposit 
scheme. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Cr Keith Rhoades, AFSM                                                                
President                                                                             

  

  

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/council-mergers-not-main-concern-20150712-giag01.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/council-mergers-not-main-concern-20150712-giag01.html
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/news/media-release/media-release-government-ignores-community-council-mergers
http://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Local_Govt/Reviews/Local_Government_Regulatory_burdens/Review_of_reporting_and_compliance_burdens_on_Local_Government
http://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Local_Govt/Reviews/Local_Government_Regulatory_burdens/Review_of_reporting_and_compliance_burdens_on_Local_Government
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/LGW2815.pdf#page=9
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14.2 Director Corporate Services   

 

CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   09/1460-03 
  
Summary: 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 30 
June 2015. 
 
Background: 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank 
and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account at 
any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
As at 30 June 2015 the operational bank account’s balance was $517650.80. The reconciliation of 
this balance is: 
 

 
 
2 Term Deposits were recalled to the value of $1,000,000.00. 
No new Term Deposits were made. 
2 transfers were made from the BOS account to the value of $800000.00. 
1 transfer was made to the BOS account to the value of $2,000,000.00. 
As at 30 June 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was $16,000,000.00. 
The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
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Term Deposits       $16,000,000.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterised Debt Obligation (CDO) have had no legal 
entitlement since September 2014 and have been removed from Council’s Investment Report. 
 
Business Online Saver Account Balance   $ 4,680,147.05 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
09/1772-02/35  June 2015 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0015 Investments Report To Council 2014/2015 
 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
As at 30 June 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$21,030,296.39 represented by: 
 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance    $     350,149.34 
Investments       $16,000,000.00 
BOS Account       $ 4,680,147.05 
  

CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30 JUNE 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the cash on hand and investment report as at 30 June 2015 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Investment Listing  
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QUARTERLY RATES REPORT & END OF FINANCIAL YEAR – JUNE 

2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Jeremy Way – Rates Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   12/183 

 
Summary: 
With successive Section 713 sale of land for overdue rates processes undertaken, rate write offs 
on cancelled assessments with outstanding balances not worth pursuing or unable to pursue and 
an increased focus in developing debt recovery, the percentage of outstanding rates and charges 
has continued to improve.  
 
This can be demonstrated in the comparative of Collected Year to Date percentage of Levy, 
Arrears, Interest & Legal Fees for June 2014 being 91.34% (8.66% uncollected) compared to 
June 2015 being 91.65% (8.35% uncollected). Council aim is to achieve a benchmark of 10% or 
lower and this has been achieved for the 2014/2015 rating year.  
 
Background: 
A key performance indicator as part of TCorp independent Local Government Review is Council 
ability to collect Rates & Charges, measured by measuring the arrears in relation to the total rates 
levied (%).  
 
A benchmark for Walgett Shire Council, part of the Group 10 Council’s, on average has been 10% 
or better.  
 
Current Position: 
Council has undertaken 713 rating sales on an annual basis, which has improved the percentage 
of outstanding rates and charges, demonstrated in the attached June 2015 quarterly report.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Quarterly Outstanding Rates Report – June 2015 
 
Governance issues: 
Council must act in the community’s best interest, to ensure adequate service provision is upheld 
through measures of improving long term financial sustainability. A key area is to show 
improvement in rates recovery by reducing the outstanding rates percentage to an acceptable 
benchmarked value.  
 
Environmental issues: 
There are no current or future environmental issues known associated with this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council community 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by external 
bodies such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review Panel. Efforts to 
improve and lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges will strengthen Walgett Shire 
Council long term financial position, a view to aim for the benchmark of 10%.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
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Conclusion: 
The report recommends that Council note the improved outstanding rates percentage and 
ongoing commitment to improve this key performance indicator.   
 

QUARTERLY RATES REPORT & END OF FINANCIAL YEAR – JUNE 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
Council note the improved outstanding rates percentage and ongoing commitment to improve this 
key performance indicator.   
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Quarterly Report - Outstanding Rates as at 30 June 2015 
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Jun-15 Jun-14

Arrears from previous year 836,128.94 1,341,139.66

Sub Total 836,128.94 1,341,139.66

Current Year Activity

Legal fees (Including write off's) 32,007.62 (5,544.62) 

Adjusted Levy 8,456,064.02    8,265,485.62  

Interest (Including write off's) (33,172.91) 5,542.17

Adjustments (Including Write Off's) (9,206.22) (104,508.08) 

Sub Total 8,445,692.51 8,160,975.09

Total Arrears and Adjusted Levy 9,281,821.45 9,502,114.75

Payments (8,224,192.91) (8,424,940.95) 

Pensioner Consessions - Govt (95,363.60) (91,738.85) 

Pensioner Consessions - Council (78,029.17) (75,063.57) 

Discount (93,461.80) (87,496.42) 

Special Rebate Council (16,003.30) 0.00

Sub Total (8,507,050.78) (8,679,239.79) 

Total Remaining Levy $774,770.67 $822,874.96

Jun-15 Jun-14

Current 524,790.64 464,431.91

Arrears 204,066.10 239,226.04

Interest b/f from previous years -74,843.31 -21,123.44 

Current year interest 37,081.53 47,933.27

Legals 83,675.71 105,661.16

Total Remaining Levy $774,770.67 $836,128.94

Variance $0.00 $13,253.98

Total YTD Collected

Jun-15 Jun-14

Collected YTD % of Levy, Arrears, Interest & Legal Fees 91.65% 91.34%

Collected YTD % of Levy 97.38% 103.23%

Arrears Outstanding % of Total Remaining Levy 26.34% 28.61%

Quarterly Report - Outstanding Rates as at 30 June 2015

Report on Rates and Charges - 30 June 2015
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SEC 356 REBATES - CHURCHES & OTHER NOT FOR PROFIT 

ORGANISATIONS 
 
REPORTING SECTION:       Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:                              Jeremy Way – Rates Clerk 
FILE NUMBER:                     09/1115-05 

 

Summary: 
This report provides details of eligible organisations that have made application to council for 
a rebate on 2015/2016 sewer, water and waste charges. The report recommends that the 
applications be approved and that rebates be granted in line with Councils policy for Donations 
to Churches and Other not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of the LGA. 
 
Background: 
For a number of years Council granted rebates on annual service charges applied to rate 
assessments for a number of Churches and Not for Profit Organisations such as district CWA 
branches.  These groups are already exempt from ordinary rates under the provisions of Chapter 
15, Part 6, Sections 555 & 556 of the Local Government Act 1993.   
 
Council adopted the Donations to Churches and Other not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of 
the LGA policy on 23rd April 2013 and annual reminder letters including application form are now 
sent to eligible organisation in May of each year. 
 
Each year there is a specific provision in the budget for rebates to eligible organisations that 
have applied for a donation under the policy. 
 
Current Position: 
A total of 23 organisations have applied for rebates on their water, sewer and waste service 
charges amounting to $16,775.86.  All applications have been assessed against the policy criteria 
and are eligible to be granted rebates on their service charges. 
 

The current budget provides an amount of $16,100 for rebate applications, with the 
attached list detailing the organisations that have applied for a rebate under this policy and 
the amount applicable to each. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Chapter 12, Part 1, Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 
Chapter 15, Part 6, Sections 555 & 556 of the Local Government Act 1993 
Council Policy - Donations to Churches and Other not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of the 
LGA.. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council must comply with the provisions of sec 356 of the LGA 1993. Any decision to grant 
a rebate under sec 356 should be by way of council resolution. 
 
Environmental issues: 
N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 
Not for Profit Entities within Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Council 
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Financial Implications: 
All applications have been evaluated against the policy criteria and are eligible for a rebate in 
accordance with the council policy. The total rebates across water, sewer, and waste total 
$16,775.86 against the current budget of $16,100 for the year.  This will require that an additional 
amount of $700 be approved at the September QBRS. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
That the applications be refused or granted at a lower level of rebate. This is not supported 
given that a policy has now been adopted. 
 
Conclusion: 
It is recommended that Council provide rebates to the organisations on the attached list in 
line with criteria set out in the Donations to Churches and Other not for Profit Organisations – 
Sec 356 of the LGA Policy. 
 

356 DONATIONS TO LOCAL CHURCHES AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the applications from eligible non-profit organisations totalling $16,775.86 as per the 
attached list be approved and the rebates on annual service charges as detailed therein be 
granted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Section 356 Donations – 2014/2015 Rating Year 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - QUARTERLY REPORT APRIL – 

JUNE 2015 
 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Manager Community Development  
FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 
Summary: 
During the period April – June  2015 Community Services managed projects related to 
community engagement, cultural development and recognition, group capacity building,  
Aboriginal affairs, Seniors event, facilitating and supporting  collaborative events targeting 
youth & early childhood initiatives. This report summarises project progress and outcomes 
of the Community and Youth Development teams, Libraries and Aboriginal community 
activities during the period January – March 2015.  
 
Background: 
Last quarterly report submitted for the period January – March 2015   
 
Current Position: 
During the reporting period Councils community services team have initiated and 
supported projects and are partnering in programs, working with service providers and the 
community as outlined below. 
 
Youth Affairs  
Youth services are progressing in line with the Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth      
Strategy 2009 – 2014.  The National Quality Framework guidelines have placed a 
significant additional workload onto staff, however all Centre’s continue to meet outcomes 
and provide a valuable service and space for the youth and young people of our Shire.  
 
The Youth Development team has recorded sustained outcomes relating to 
implementation of Vacation Care attendance numbers across the community.  Our team 
has continued successful partnerships with service providers and organizations in delivery 
of programs targeting development, leadership, early intervention and health and 
wellbeing initiatives.  
 
National Youth Week 2015: 
(NYW) National Youth Week is the largest celebration of young people in Australia. 
Thousands of young people aged 12-25 from across Australia are involved in NYW each 
year.  
 
In 2015, NYW was staged from 7th-19 April, a full two week program delivered across 
four communities. The Walgett Shire youth and community development team planned all 
year, working in partnership with significant input from the Youth Council and service 
providers. 
 
This year’s two week program proved to be the most successful to date and continues to 
receive increased support and involvement from community agencies, organisations and 
residents. 
Record numbers of youth and young people have attended our 2015 Youth Week 
Program.  
 
 A full separate report and event acquittal is attached to this report and will be 
tabled. 
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After School Activities/ Youth Centre’s: 
For this reporting period numbers at all youth centres has increased.  Youth and young 
people have been engaged in a variety of activities meeting NQF requirements these 
have included the five outcomes all relating to the child, environment, identity, confident 
learners, and effective communicators and contribute to their world.  
 
Activities to meet these outcomes have included gardening, recycling, art, health and 
wellbeing, cooking, life skills and “all about me units”. Average numbers per day for the 
eight week period are as follows: Collarenebri-25, Walgett -27 and Lightning Ridge -32.  
 
Vacation Care Services: 
Youth Week in the Walgett Shire had outstanding numbers, with 2532 young people and 
community engaged and attending activities and events.  
The program designed by Youth Council and the Walgett Shire community development 
team focused around everything “Youth”, incorporating the theme of the National Youth 
Week as well as extra events and activities,( refer to attached youth week report).  
 
The community events proved popular and well attended by local members of the 
community.  Service provider and local agency support continues to increase with 
collaborative delivery of programs benefiting all involved. 
 
YEEPI - Youth Engage, Encourage and Participate Initiative Collarenebri and 
Lightning Ridge: 
This (2) two year funded program is due to cease end of June and program outcomes 
have been outstanding. Objectives and milestones have been met with progress reports 
over the past two years receiving favorable comment.  
 
The two year initiative funded through the Office of Communities offered many youth of 
Lightning Ridge and Walgett (funding locations) the chance to plan and participate in 
events.  
 
A full report and acquittal will be submitted to funding body in mid-July with report to 
Council next quarter.   
 
Libraries and services: 
 
Walgett  
 
Patrons and usage: 
Walgett Library continues to attract new members with the broad variety of programs and 
initiatives it offers to the community. New member statistics for the reporting period 
totalled (18) eighteen, boosted by (9) members re- registering giving a total of 394 
members.   
Preschool literacy: 
Bulk borrowing to all preschools takes place each quarter and this continues to offer our 
younger residents learning and developmental resources. Over (30) thirty picture books 
are delivered every three months to three pre-schools in Walgett.  
 
Vacation Care opportunities, following the closure each afternoon of Councils youth 
centre continues to be popular with the older youth and many youth and young people 
spend their afternoons in the Library. 
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 Our partnership with Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service’s “Goonimoo Playgroup”   has 
visited (4) four times this reporting period with on average of 30 children participating in 
the activities each and every time. 
 
Library Programs: 
Two major initiatives have been offered and delivered for this reporting period: Social 
Media Workshop delivered by Outback Arts and the hugely popular Mother’s Day 
Activities with children. 
 
After School and Holiday Groups: 
With the Library now functioning and encouraging “whole of community” patronage the 
youth and young people often utilize this space. Library Staff at Walgett have become 
very well known to our youth and young people who now frequent the Library every 
afternoon/ holiday period. 
 
This resource value adds to the existing programs the Youth and Community 
Development Team offer and deliver to youth and young people across the shire. This 
reporting period recorded 1899 young people visiting the Walgett Library.  
 
Deposit Stations: 
Visits were completed to Deposit Stations and Collarenebri for exchange of books. Books 
have been retrieved for tagging with new collection delivered next month. 
 
Lightning Ridge 
Refurbishments to Lightning Ridge library with new shelving and extended spaces to 
allow meetings and gatherings has greatly improved the look of the libraries interior. 
 
Refurbishment of the gardens at Lightning Ridge has been completed with landscaping 
and new plants.  Painting of new signage to be erected on the perimeter fence is being 
completed by the children who visit the library on a regular basis to enhance their 
ownership of the facility.  
 
These projects were funded through a one off, State Library of NSW Revitalisation 
Program and Special Purpose Funding. This will assist greatly in promoting our library to 
community members. 
 
Preschool literacy: 
Books and Babies continue on Friday mornings with 97 in attendance. The program 
targeting 0-5 age group and parents / caregivers.  Sessions include readings, singing 
nursery rhymes and small age appropriate craft activities. 
 
School Holiday Programs: 
In partnership with Lightning Ridge Youth Centre Staff, library staff have commenced a 
children’s afternoon program in Lightning Ridge Library to encourage children to use the 
facilities available including board games, craft activities, computer workshops.  Small 
refreshments are supplied. This initiative saw (34) thirty-four attendees at the initial meet. 
This program is running fortnightly and continues to be well attended. 
 
Book Club & Home Bound: 
Book Club is held fortnightly and has new members attending with 12 members and 
continues to generate interest from those involved. 
Home bound is active with books delivered fortnightly to house bound patrons. 
 
Moree, Walgett and Lightning Ridge staff have been busy tagging all library collections 
ready for the new RIFD system which is due to be installed July 2015. 
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Aboriginal Liaison & Community Development Officer: 
Mr Stephen Ruttley has commenced employment at Council in the role of Aboriginal 
Liaison & Community Development Officer. This position has been vacant for some time 
with the position description being reworked to align with responsibilities of community 
development. 
 
Mr Ruttley has considerable prior experience in the Government sector and will add to the 
capacity of the community development team in its efforts to continue to build broader 
community capacity and to specifically address issues and priorities within the Aboriginal 
community. 
 
Specific priorities include, Cultural Awareness Training, and reviewing the existing 
Aboriginal Reconciliation Plan.  
 
Planning and Implementation of NAIDOC Week 2015: 
The theme for NAIDOC 2015 is - We all stand on Sacred Ground: Learn Respect and 
Celebrate. Funding grant submissions were successful and the NAIDOC planning 
committee developed a collaborative week of entertainment, recognition and learning 
opportunities across the Shire. Council’s community development team supported events 
and programs in all three larger communities.  
 
The official opening of NAIDOC Week in the Shire was held on the Shire front lawn on 
Monday 6th July with Steve Ruttley conducting proceedings. Other speakers included 
Anne Dennis and Cheree White who officially opened NAIDOC week. Clr Jane Keir 
provided an address on behalf of Council. Council further supported the week through 
facilitation of youth programs and whole of community events.  
 
Walgett PCYC established: 
Council has been working closely with the PCYC in Walgett since it commenced 
operation.  
The PCYC has significantly supported Councils holiday programs, youth week, and will 
work in partnership with council where opportunities arise. This will increase opportunities 
for youth and young people to develop leadership, diversionary and participatory skills 
and capacity. 
 
Community support and programs: 
Community consultation, meetings and planning sessions regarding programing and 
requirements have been implemented in relation to the following events and programs. 
 

 Support in establishing both Lightning Ridge Community Drug Action Team and 
Walgett Drug Action Team with key roles in committee and auspice body.  

 Support at Drug Action Weeks in both communities 

 Partnered in Police Women’s Day event celebrating 50 years of women in the 
Police Force. 

 Supported Volunteers Day in Lightning Ridge 

 Supported the development of a Walgett Suicide Intervention 

 Partnered in the recent Tackling Violence Program in Lightning Ridge 

 Support of Gambling Workshops in Lightning Ridge   

 Hosted Memory Van visit to Walgett in regard to dementia and associated illness 

 Walgett and Lightning Ridge Inter-agency groups 

 Supported delivery of  Collarenebri ’s School NAIDOC events   
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic  Plan 2012 – 2022, Walgett Shire Council 
Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007–2010, Walgett Shire 
Youth Development Youth Strategy  2009 – 2014,  Australian National Quality Framework 
 
Governance issues: 
The development of programs and activities are conducted with a whole of shire focus to 
enhance access and equity for shire residents. 
  
Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this report. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in the 
social outcomes of people residing, working in, and visiting, the Walgett Shire.  
 
Financial Implications: 
Activities conducted within applicable budgets. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable  
 
Conclusion: 
The Community Development team  have progressed projects and programs this quarter 
in accordance with the Walgett Shire Council Community Strategic  Plan 2012 – 2022 , 
Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 
– 2010, Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy  2009 - 2014 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REPORT APRIL – JUNE 2015  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report for Community Development for April – June 2015 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Walgett Shire Youth Week 2015 acquittal submission- separate report 
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LEASE OF PREMISES: OLD COUNCIL CHAMBERS & MASONIC 
LODGE 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Alison Rogers – Senior Administration Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   10/152 

 
Summary: 
This report is to inform Council of the expiry of leases to the Walgett Historical Society 
Incorporated over the Old Council Chambers and Masonic Lodge premises. The report 
recommends that new leases be entered into with the Historical Society for a period of 5 
(five) years commencing 1 July 2015 on the basis as outlined in this report. 
 
Background: 
The previous leases for the old council chambers and the Masonic Lodge were for a 
period of five (5) years, commencing 1 July 2010 and terminating on 30 June 2015. 
 
Old Council Chambers 
The previous lease provides for an annual rental of $10 plus GST with the society paying 
its own electricity. Council meets the cost of repairs and outgoings such as rates and 
water. The previous lease required that the Historical society hold public liability cover to 
the value of $5 million which is no longer adequate. The Historical Society sub-leases part 
of the building to Rae Cochrane for the conduct of her remedial massage business. 
 
Masonic Lodge 
The previous lease provides for an annual rental of $100 plus GST and it is also 
recommended that a similar rental apply to the new lease. Other conditions are similar to 
the old council chambers lease and it is proposed that the new lease also be entered into 
on this basis with an increase in the level of public liability cover to $20 million. 
 
Current Position: 
Old Council Chambers 
The lease has expired and a new lease with the Historical Society is required. The 
previous rental of $10 plus GST per annum is a nominal rental and as a community non-
profit organisation, it is recommended that the new lease also provide for a rental of $10 
plus GST per annum. It is proposed that the new lease require public liability cover of $20 
million which would be the minimum amount acceptable to council’s insurers. By 
comparison, the council’s level of cover is $400 million. 
The lease provides for the Historical Society to sub-lease part of the premises which they 
have previously done by way of a sub-lease to Rae Cochrane. Under this arrangement 
Ms Cochrane pays a rental of $200 per month to the Historical Society. A copy of the sub-
lease and associated requirements such as evidence of a current public liability policy are 
currently being followed up. 
 
Masonic Lodge 
The lease has expired and a new lease with the Historical Society is required. The 
previous rental of $100 plus GST per annum is a nominal rental and as a community non-
profit organisation, it is recommended that the new lease also provide for a rental of $100 
plus GST per annum. It is also proposed that the new lease require public liability cover of 
$20 million. 
 
The Society holds one major exhibition each year and several smaller local and topical 
displays. The museum plays an important role in maintaining the shire’s heritage and by 
renewing the lease; the Museum can continue to be available to the local community and 
visitors to the shire. 
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government General Regulation 
Previous Council meeting reports and minutes 
Previous Leases – expired 30 June 2015 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is required to ensure that any dealings with third parties for the lease of council 
owned or controlled properties are transparent and doesn’t disadvantage the council. 
When dealing with community organisations, this requirement is not as onerous with any 
advantage provided viewed as a community service obligation (CSO) funded indirectly by 
the council. 
 
Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett District Historical Society Association Inc 
Walgett Shire Community 
 
Financial Implications: 
In the event of the Lease being renewed, Council would receive an annual rental of 
$10.00 plus GST per year for the old council chambers and $100 plus GST for the 
Masonic Lodge.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
No alternative options are recommended. 
 
Conclusion: 
The Walgett Historical Society Incorporated is the custodian of many historical items, 
particularly those relating to early European settlement of the area. The lease of the old 
council chambers and the Masonic Lodge provide the means for these items to be secure 
and available to the community and visitors. The report recommends that further 5 (five) 
year leases commencing 1 July 2015 be entered into with the Historical Society for the 
use of the old council chambers and the Masonic Lodge. 

 
LEASE OF PREMISES OLD COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND MASONIC LODGE 

 
Recommendation:  
 
1. That Council enter into a lease with the Walgett Historical Society Incorporated 

over the old council chambers for a term of 5 (five) years commencing 1 July 2015 
on the basis as outlined in this report. 

2. That Council enter into a lease with the Walgett Historical Society Incorporated 
over the Masonic Lodge for a term of 5 (five) years commencing 1 July 2015 on 
the basis as outlined in this report. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: Nil 
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COUNCIL INSURANCE RENEWALS – 2014 / 2015  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services  
AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland  
FILE NUMBER:   09/1763 

 
Summary: 
Council renews its insurances each year through Brokers Jardine Lloyd Thompson. The 
purpose of this report is to inform council of premium increases that will affect the 2015 / 
2016 budget through an increase in expenditure at the September QBRS. 
 
Background: 
Prior to the renewal of council insurances on 1 July each year, council is required to 
complete declarations in relation to knowledge of potential claims, update plant and 
property lists including the declaration of updated property values. The sourcing of 
premium quotations and the eventual placement of insurances is undertaken by Jardine 
Lloyd Thompson (JLT) who provides insurance services to local government nationally. In 
NSW they administer the Statewide Mutual liability scheme. 
 
Current Position: 
When council received the invoices for insurance premiums, some had significantly 
increased and explanations were sought from JLT in relation to the reasons for the 
increases; 
 
Personal Accident. Budget - $3064.00 2014 / 2015 $2,992.00 – 2015 / 2016 $3,290.65.  
It is believed that Council has never had a claim under this policy. JLT have offered no 
explanation for the 7.3% increase. 
 
Property. An additional premium of $8,251.78 is an adjustment for last year which 
recognises the increased property values not declared at that time. Budget $156,417.00, 
2014 / 2015 $156,417.00 – 2015 / 2016 $174,084.35. The 16.7% increase relates 
primarily to increased property values and additional properties such as the new WTP. 
  
Councillors and Officers Liability. Budget $24,443.00 2014 / 2015 $23,870 – 2015 / 2016 
$26,913.05. This 12.7% increase is believed to be excessive given that I believe that 
Council has not made any recent claims under this policy if indeed any at all. JLT have 
stated there has been some additional indemnity (cover) added however the increase is 
still considered excessive. 
 
Public Liability-Professional Indemnity. Budget $195,481.00, 2014 / 2015 $190,899. 2015 
/ 2016 $214,859.21. This 12.5% increase would have been influenced by a number of 
claims in particular the Lightning Ridge Bore baths incident. 
 
Environmental Impairment Liability. Budget $49,684.00, 2014 /2015 $45,520. 2015 / 2016 
$57,681.81 (26.7% increase). The new WTP has increased the premium however from a 
risk perspective, this facility is state of the art technology and would in effect reduce 
potential risk. Council also has not made any claims under this policy.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council budget and insurance renewal documentation. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is required to ensure that its assets are appropriately protected and that it is not 
exposed to potential uninsured liability claims. 
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Environmental issues: 
The Environmental Insurance is to protect the council against potential liability arising 
from environmental incidents for which it may be found liable. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council and its community. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The total effect on Councils budget is an additional amount of $55,991.84 which will 
require adjustment at the September QBRS. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council is required to ensure that appropriate insurance cover is in place across all 
insurance categories. The premiums as issued have been paid to ensure continuity of 
cover. 
 

COUNCIL INSURANCE RENEWALS – 2014 / 2015                                            

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  Nil 
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STOCK TAKE REPORT AS AT 30 JUNE 2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Melissa Tooth – Stores Finance Officer 
FILE NUMBER:    

 

Summary: 
This report is to advise Council of the outcome of the stores and materials stocktake held 
on site at Council stores depot on 27th June 2015. The report provides explanations for 
discrepancies where these have been identified and recommends that the adjustments to 
the stores subsidiary ledger be approved. 
 
Background: 
The Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires Council to take all reasonable 
measures to ensure that the assets owned, or under control of the Council are properly 
accounted for. To assist in the control of Council’s Stores and Material’s assets, a stock 
take is undertaken every 6 months. Physical counts are performed on all stock items held 
in the store. The results of the count are then compared to the stock item balances 
contained in Council’s Corporate Database (Authority). If there are any major variances, a 
physical re-count is usually performed on each item to confirm the original count. Once all 
counts are completed, a discrepancy report is produced which details the recommended 
write-off or write-on for the stock take period. 
 
Current Position: 
The stock take resulted in a net variance of $50,010.63 which is reflective of an overall 
write-on with approximately 80 stores items recording a variance. The significant 
contributors to this result for this stocktake are the gravel pits which had a net write on 
value of $45,771.12. The result relating to each gravel stockpile is detailed in the following 
table; 
 

Item Number Description Quantity in 
Authority 

Quantity at 
Stocktake M3 

Amount 

24 Cumborah Gravel Pitt 0 4978  $44759.69 

28 Mount Brandon Pit  0 2973 $20311.70 

38 Little Weir Gravel Pit 3800 2375 $-3888.83 

42 Wirrabilla Gravel Pit 4381 1062 $-15,411.44 

 
During the physical count (stocktake) of gravel pits it was identified that the amount of 
stock did not equate to the amount recorded in Council’s stores system. Following the 
initial stocktake, an investigation, including a review of all production and sales since the 
stocktake in December 2014 was undertaken. Contributing factors identified included that 
stores personnel had been booking the materials out in Tonnes and not in Metres cubed 
in accordance with the contractor dockets that were received. Further actual 
measurement of stockpiles was undertaken and it was identified that some stock had not 
been booked to jobs as a result of the system recording a nil quantity.  
 
The current system for booking out stock that is not located physically at the store is 
reliant on staff providing the appropriate information to stores personnel in particular an 
accurate quantity and job number. More accuracy is also required in computing the 
quantities that are pushed up by the contractor and entered into stock when the invoice is 
received. The level of variances in the gravel stock has identified that more effective 
controls and processes are required to ensure that the utilisation of these items are better 
managed and accounted for in Council’s operations. In this regard it is proposed that 
team leaders in charge of jobs have a gravel stores issue book to record issues at the 
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time they occur with the docket then given to the store for entering into the system. The 
write-on value is approximately 7.4% of the total asset value for stores.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Stocktake policy and procedures 
 
Governance issues: 
Since the appointment of the Stores Finance Officer, the operation of the stores function 
has improved considerably. This stocktake reflects a further improvement in stores 
operations and the explanations for identified discrepancies as well as actions taken to 
reduce their future occurrence. 
Stocktake policy and procedures are being continually reviewed and it is still proposed to 
set up and maintain stock control at Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri. The 
implementation of stock control at these locations will require alterations to the depots and 
the allocation of a budget for the work.  
 
Financial Implications: 
A write on of $50,010.63 will be brought to account in 2014-2015 for the year ending 30 
June 2015 as a result of the stock take adjustments. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
The Council is required to approve the adjustments to the Stores Ledger and subsequent 
write off of value. 
 
Conclusion: 
All stocktakes will result in variances across stock items principally as a result of errors 
and omissions in recording stock receipts and issues. This report is to inform the council 
of the outcome of the stocktake as at 27th June 2015 and to seek council approval for the 
necessary adjustments to be made to the stores ledger. 
 
The report recommends that Council approve the adjustments to the stores ledger and 
control account. 
 

STOCK TAKE VARIANCE FINANCIAL YEAR 2014 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council approve the write on of stock with a total value of $50,010.63 to the stores  
ledger and control account and the adjustments to the Stores Ledger as per the schedule  
of stock items attached. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Stocktake Discrepancy Report  
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION, DIRECTOR 
CORPORATE SERVICES  

 
REPORTING SECTION:        Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:     Stephen Holland  
FILE NUMBER:    

 
 
1. Property Services: 

 
The following is a list of the more significant work / projects undertaken by Property 
Services during 2014 / 2015. In addition a large amount of smaller repairs and reactive 
maintenance was also undertaken. 
 

• Installation of the new Masonic Hall security fence. 
• Burren Junction Hall reopened for public use in December 2014. 
• Burren Junction Hall gutters and drainage renewed. 
• Mobile food van re-instated to an operational condition. 
• Cement of area between the main and small pools at Walgett. 
• Gilbert St units rainwater tanks and gates reinstated to operational condition. 

(Funded from Body Corporate contributions). 
• Completion of lighting upgrade with all four lights operational at Spider Brown 

Oval. 
• New gutters and downpipes installed on cattle pavilion Walgett Showground. 
• Reopening of a tennis court at Burren Junction. 
• Refurbishment of 2 bathrooms, kitchen and minor maintenance at 6 Vaughan 

Pl Walgett. 
• Upgrade of stair barrier at FL Moore grandstand Walgett. 
• Upgrade completed to Lightning Ridge race course amenities. 
• Carinda Hall maintenance work completed. 
• Collarenebri goal posts refurbished. 
• Collarenebri amenities upgrade at racecourse. 
• Collarenebri oval canteen electrical upgrade. 
• Collarenebri oval lights repaired. 
• Upgrade electrical Walgett Showground prior to the annual show. 
• Maintenance Walgett Airport Residence (3 Dewhurst St) 
• Mobile food van refurbishment. 
• Upgrade Walgett Jockey Amenities. 

 
In progress: 
 

• Gray Park toilet.  
• Refurbishment Walgett Airport terminal. 
• Refurbishment Council Chambers. 
• Retiling bathrooms 1 O’Neill Court Walgett. 
• 9 Gem Street L Ridge mine hole repairs. 
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2. Visit by State Librarian 
 
Council has received advice that the State Librarian Dr Alex Byrne will be visiting the 
Walgett and Lightning Ridge libraries on Thursday, 10 September 2015 1 pm - 2 pm 
(Walgett) and 3.30 pm - 4.30 pm. (Lightning Ridge). Council will provide a light lunch at 
Walgett Library at which Dr Byrne is proposing to meet with library staff, senior staff and 
interested Councillors as part of his road trip across the north west of NSW. The SLNSW 
has requested confirmation and names of attendees and it would be appreciated if those 
councillors wishing to attend would advise Bronte by Friday 31 July. 
 
 

MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION– FROM DIRECTOR CORPORATE  
SERVICES – JULY 2015 

 
Recommendation   
 
That the report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
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14.3 Director Planning and Regulatory Services   

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 2015/013 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 
AUTHOR:    Matt Clarkson – Town Planner 
FILE NUMBER:   DA2015/013 

 
Summary: 
A Development Application has been received from Milan Popovic for a church belltower 
(bellcote) in Lightning Ridge.  It is recommended that Council approve the application 
subject to the attached conditions of development consent. 
 
Background: 
Milan Popovic has lodged an application for a church belltower in the SP3 Tourist Zone. 
As 2 objections have been received regarding the application, it has been referred to 
Council for determination.  
 
A copy of the Development Application Assessment Report has been provided as 
Attachment A. 
 
Copies of the objections have been provided as Attachments B and C.  
 
Current Position: 
2 submissions have been received regarding the Development Application. The 
substance of these objections related to noise impacts on surrounding properties. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
* Walgett Development Control Plan 2014. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s 
charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the 

environment of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with 
and promotes the principles of ecologically sustainable development 

* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
 
Voting:- Section 375A of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a division to be called 
when a motion for a planning decision is put at a meeting of the Council, and the names 
of Councillors voting for and against the motion must be recorded. 
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Environmental issues: 
There is some potential for the amenity of surrounding residents to be negatively affected. 
 
Stakeholders: 
The applicant, public, and Walgett Shire Council. 
 
Financial Implications: 
None known or expected. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Refuse Development Application 2015/013:- This option has not been recommended as 
there appears to be no reasonable basis for not allowing the development to proceed 
subject to the recommended conditions of development consent. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 2015/013 – MILAN POPOVIC 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the objection received from Janet Town dated 25 May 2015. 
2. Note the objection received from Macquarie Law dated 27 May 2015. 
3. Approve Development Application DA2015/013 by Milan Popovic for bellcote on Lot 1  
DP 846336 subject to the recommended conditions of development consent. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
A - Development application assessment report DA2015/013 
B – Objection dated 25 may 2015 from Janet Town 
C – Objection dated 27 may 2015 from Macquarie Law 
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Attachment A– Development application assessment report da2015/013. 
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Attachment B – Objection dated 25 may 2015 from Janet Town 
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Attachment C – Objection dated 27 may 2015 from Macquarie Law 
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MINING CAMP ADDRESSING  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 
AUTHOR:    James Abel – GIS Coordinator & Matthew Goodwin, DPRS 
FILE NUMBER:   15/18/0003 

 
Summary: 
Council receives regular inquiries about addresses for mining camp dwellings on opal 
fields within the Walgett Shire.  This report recommends that Council commence liaison 
with NSW Government agencies with a view to establishing a process and funding source 
for a project to implement addressing for those sites. 
 
Background: 
There are approximately 1,950 dwellings and businesses scattered through the numerous 
opal fields within the Walgett Shire that do not have a location based address (For the 
purpose of simplifying this report, all dwellings and businesses are considered as 
addressable sites and referred to as mining camps). 
 
The majority of mining camps are located on the ‘preserved’ opal fields and are 
associated with residential Mineral Claims or Western Lands Leases.  The table below 
provides an approximate overview of the distribution and titles of mining camps within the 
Walgett Shire. 
 
TABLE 1 - MINING CAMP DISTRIBUTION & TITLES 

Opal Field 
Residential 
Mineral  
Claims 

Western  
Lands 
Lease 

Dwellings with 
no residential 
status, etc. 

Freehold 

Mining 
Purposes 
Lease or 
business 

Lightning Ridge – within 
former permissive 
occupancy 

3 1171 26 2 34 approx. 

Lightning Ridge – 
outside former 
permissive occupancy 

88 NA 4 NA 8 approx. 

Coocoran 14 NA >8 NA 7 

Carters Rush 22 NA 3 NA NA 

Grawin 265 NA 7 NA NA 

Glengarry/Sheepyard 265 1 19 NA 4 

TOTAL 657 1,172 67 2 53 

 
Note – data sourced from Department of Mineral Resources, September 2014 & DCDB 
data provided by LPI, January 2015 
 
Not all mining camps are occupied on a permanent basis and there are no reliable 
statistics on the number of permanent opal field residents.  2011 census data published 
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics suggest there are about 1000 residents, as shown 
in the table below.  Anecdotal evidence suggests there is significant underreporting of 
opal field residents, but more reliable figures are not available. 
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TABLE 2 - POPULATION 2011 CENSUS 

 

AREA OPAL FIELDS POPULATION ABS SAL 
1 CODE 

NOTE 

Lightning Ridge 
opal fields 

Sim’s Hill, Canfels, 
Pumpkin Flat, Potch Point, 
Bill de Boers 

500 1109622 No rural areas 
included 

Lightning Ridge 
opal fields 

Reward, Nobbies, 3 Mile, 4, 
6 Mile, 7 Mile, 9 Mile, 10 
Mile 

306 1109619 No rural areas 
included 

Grawin & 
Cumborah 

Grawin, Glengarry, 
Sheepyard, Carters Rush 

360 1109601 Cumborah & rural 
areas included 

  1,166   

 
Note – ABS SAL 1 CODE is an abbreviation for Statistical Area Level 1 which is the 
smallest area with publicly available census data. 
 
Council receives ongoing inquiries about location based addressing on the ‘preserved’ 
opal fields from: 

 Fire and Rescue, Police and NSW Ambulance staff seeking to improve 
emergency response times. 

 Service providers such as Telstra and insurance companies seeking to confirm 
the location of customer’s dwellings. 

 Government Agencies including the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC), the 
Australian Taxation Office (ATO), Centrelink etc. 

 
A complete formal address is becoming increasingly important for a wide range of 
purposes.  Examples include the NSW swimming pool register, passport applications, 
notice of sale, utility connections, firearm registration and many others.  
 
Currently there is no formal address system for mining camps, nor is there a formal public 
road network within the opal fields.  Reliable Identification can only occur via the legal 
description, which is a lot and deposited plan (DP) number for WLL’s or the residential 
Mineral Claim number.  As a result, camps can be shown on maps, but they do not have 
standardised road address. 
 
In the above context, local knowledge and informal addresses are typically required to 
locate individual mining camps.  The informal address usually consists of: 

1. An opal field name - Opal field boundaries are not formally defined and are open 
to the interpretation of the individual. 

2. A track name – Most tracks do not have any formal name, but some are known by 
aliases. 

3. A camp name or identifier – A minority of residents have used signs or markers to 
assist in making their mining camp identifiable.  Examples include signs like “Billys 
Camp”, a painted flag, a recycled traffic or street sign, etc. 

 
Informal addresses can be used to locate the majority of mining camps given adequate 
time and local knowledge.  However, such addresses do not facilitate prompt emergency 
responses by people without local knowledge to events such as fire or medical trauma. 
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Current position: 
In recent years there has been a significant drive by NSW Land and Property Information 
(LPI) to create a single source of truth for all NSW addressing data.  Known as the 
Comprehensive Property Addressing System (CPAS), its main aim is to apply unique and 
unambiguous addresses wherever required and store the data in a centralised point for 
distribution to all end users, including emergency services and service providers. 
 
Validated and compliant addresses are then stored in a database known as the 
Geocoded National Address File (GNAF).  Many service providers, such as the firearms 
registry and insurance companies, will only use or accept addresses that are included 
within the GNAF database. 
 
Currently some people use ‘artificial’ addresses on mining fields, but it is expected that 
they will be steadily rendered ineffective over time as respective service provider’s 
transition to only accepting addresses within the GNAF database. 
 
Part of the CPAS process has been the development of the “NSW Addressing User 
Manual – October 2014” by the Geographic Names Board of New South Wales which has 
been assembled in compliance with AS/NZS 4819:2011 Australian/New Zealand 
Standard Rural and urban addressing.  The manual provides guidance and direction on 
NSW requirements for address implementation. 
 
Some of the key components within the manual that are relevant to the implementation of 
addresses in the opal fields are; 

 Legislation and Authority, 

 Address Data Governance and Custodianship, 

 Addressing Principles. 
 
This report briefly discusses the first two components, while addressing principles are 
outlined in an attachment titled “Mining Camp Addressing Concept Recommendations” 
(Attachment A). 
 
A significant aspect of the addressing principles is the installation of clear and 
unambiguous addressing signage.  Further information on “Signage Requirements”, 
including logistical challenges and recommendations are also available within 
“Attachment A”.  Financial implications regarding signage implementation are discussed 
in an additional attachment “Preliminary Signage Cost Estimates” (Attachment B). 
 
Legislation and Authority 
 
The Geographical Names Board (GNB) of NSW is governed by the Geographic Names 
Act 1966.  They are the overarching authority in relation to the allocation of addresses 
and have the power to assign and/or approve names relating to addressing.  Whilst 
proposed address components such as road and locality names and extents need to be 
approved by the GNB for conformity with the relevant standards, section 2.2 of the NSW 
Addressing User Manual (AUM) states that: 
 
“The GNB expects Local Government to pursue conformant numbering and enforce the 
principles which support the practice of standardised addressing. This can be enforced 
through provisions of the Local Government Act 1993.” 
 
Therefore it appears that Council is responsible for the application of address numbers to 
mining camps. 
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Within the table under Section 2.4.3 – “Responsibility for naming and gazetting of road 
names” of the AUM, the responsibility for naming Private and Crown Roads is also vested 
in Local Government as per the extract from the table below. 
 

Road Class Road Naming Authority 

Private Roads, Crown Roads, right of ways, 
easements (however this should only be for 
easements intended as roads not for 
easements intended solely as driveways or 
utility access points). 

For the purpose of this policy, the GNB 
advises that Local Government (with 
jurisdiction over the area in which the road is 
located) are responsible for endorsing the 
authoritative road name and ensuring it is 
approved by the GNB and gazetted. 

 
Local Government is usually responsible for assigning addresses to land that interfaces 
with a public road or street.  In this situation the mining camps are located on opal fields, 
with most accessed via “tracks” that pass through Crown Reserve 1024168 or WLLs 
owned and administered by NSW Crown Lands.  There is an argument that NSW Crown 
Land needs to be involved in formalising opal field addressing as it administers the Crown 
Reserve and WLLs. 
 
NSW Trade and Investment, Department of Resources and Energy oversee all opal 
mining related activities within the Walgett Shire including; 

 Mineral Claims 

 Mining Purpose Leases 

 “Residential” Mineral Clams 
 
In that context, the Department of Resources and Energy also needs to be involved in 
any initial discussions relating to the process of formalising opal field addressing. 
 
Address Data Governance and Custodianship 
 
The AUM outlines the responsibilities of both Government Agencies within table 3.1.  As 
noted therein; 
 
“Local Government are responsible for administration of core address components within 
their Local Government Area and the implementation of address through the installation 
of street and locality signage and ensuring the appropriate display of house numbers”. 
 
“Their on-ground presence and local knowledge make their administrative roles of 
producing road names, maintaining address records, endorsing new address components 
and resolving anomalies vital for establishing a quality address system”. 
 
However, the table also indicates that; 
 
“State Government Agencies with oversight of residential, commercial or public land 
which contain addressable sites are responsible for proposing core address components 
within the area they govern”. 
 
Accordingly Crown Lands could also take responsibility for implementing an addressing 
system to camps throughout the opal fields as the land owner/administrator. 
 
Responsibilities 
 
It is evident that there is a strong case for other stakeholders to be involved and share 
some of the responsibility for this project.  A preliminary analysis suggests there is a need 
for the following organisations to participate in one way or another; 
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 Walgett Shire Council 

 NSW Land and Property Information (LPI) 

 Geographic Names Board of NSW 

 NSW Crown Lands 

 NSW Trade and Investment, Department of Resources and Energy 

 Roads and Maritime Service 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

 Geographic names Act 1966. 

 NSW Addressing User Manual – October 2014 

 AS/NZS 4819:2011 Australian/New Zealand Standard Rural and urban addressing. 

 Roads Regulation Act – 2008 

 Geographical Names Board of NSW - Guidelines for the naming of roads 

 Local Government Act 1993, s.124, Order 8 

 AS 1742.1:2014 – Australian Standard - Manual of uniform traffic control devices – 
Part 1: General Introduction and index of signs 

 AS 1742.2-2009 – Australian Standard – Manual of uniform traffic control devices – 
Part 2: Traffic control devices for general use 

 AS 1743-2001 – Australian Standard – Road signs – Specifications 
 
Governance issues: 
 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s 
charter, which includes:  

 to exercise community leadership 

 to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 

 to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 

 to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social 
justice principles of equity, access, participation and rights 

 
Environmental issues: 
No significant issues identified at this time. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Western Lands Lease holders, residential Mineral Claim holders, Walgett Shire Council, 
NSW Land and Property Information, Geographic Names Board of NSW, NSW Crown 
Lands, NSW Trade and Investment, Department of Resources and Energy, emergency 
services, service providers, Lightning Ridge Miners Association (LRMA), Glengarry 
Grawin Sheepyard Miners Association (GGSMA). 
 
Financial implications: 
The rural addressing program implemented by Council in 2008/2009 was a far simpler 
project which involved: 

 Installing about 770 posts. 

 An average cost of about $30 per post for materials ($23,100 total). 

 Administrative and installation costs estimated to be about $30 per post. 

 An approximate total cost of about $46,000. 
 
Using this experience as a guide, preliminary estimates suggest that the cost of 
implementing a mining camp addressing project could exceed $500,000 if all signage and 
administrative costs are taken into consideration for all the 1,950 mining camps involved 
(see Attachment B). 
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Actual costs incurred could be significantly higher if a large proportion of the posts have 
to be installed in very hard rock, hence the post holes have to be excavated with 
pneumatic jack picks, drills or heavy machinery. 
 
A method of funding the implementation and maintenance costs needs to be identified. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
1. Do nothing:- This has not been recommended given: 

 The large number of mining camp dwellings and residents affected. 

 That many dwellings are occupied on a permanent basis. 

 Council has the authority to assign location based addresses. 

 Council receives an income stream from rates being paid by mining camp 
residents. 

 
2. Implement a non-standard form of addressing:-  Council could implement a method of 
addressing that is not compliant with Australian Standards.  Two alternative methods that 
have been considered are; 

A. Assign all dwellings GPS coordinates as a form of addressing (eg latitude and 
longitude, easting and northing). 

B. Apply local grid coordinates. 
C. ‘What three words’ geocoding system.  This is a geocoding system that assigns a 

precise mapping location based on a unique sequence of three words. 
 
Non-standard addressing methods have not been recommended because; 

 These methods are too complex for most end users (ie they are not user friendly). 

 Complex coordinates and datum’s are prone to errors during data entry and 
interpretation. 

 They do not provide any indication of the best access path to the mining camp.  
They only provide “As the crow flies” directions which may be blocked by 
vegetation, mine workings, dams, buildings, etc. 

 They cannot be used with existing in-car navigation systems (eg Navman, Tom 
Tom, personal navigators). 

 They are not being used elsewhere in NSW. 

 None of the alternative methods is consistent with Australian Standards or CPAS. 
 
3. Request NSW Crown Lands to assign standardised addresses: - Council could request 
NSW Crown lands to assign addresses based on the principle that it is the owner and 
administrator of the affected lands, hence the most appropriate party to allocate 
addresses. 
 
This approach has not been recommended as: 

 A better outcome is expected if the project is overseen by suitably skilled Council 
staff. 

 NSW Crown Lands is unlikely to voluntarily accept any obligation. 

 NSW Crown Lands is unlikely to have adequate local resources to successfully 
implement location based addressing on the opal fields 

 
Conclusion: 
There are significant numbers of mining camps on the opal fields, many of which are 
occupied on a permanent basis.  As a result, there is a need for these camps to be 
assigned a location based address consistent with Australian Standards to facilitate on-
site emergency response and service provision. 
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Implementation and maintenance costs are expected to be relatively high on a per 
dwelling basis when compared to previous urban and rural addressing projects completed 
by Council in recent years. 
 

MINING CAMP ADDRESSING  

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the report on mining camp addressing on opal fields within the Walgett Shire. 
 
2. Invite the following government authorities to attend a meeting to discuss Council’s 
proposal to establish location based addressing for mining camp dwellings on opal fields 
within the shire; 
 
  - NSW Land and Property Information (LPI) 
  - Geographic Names Board of NSW 
  - NSW Crown Land 
  - NSW Trade and Investment, Department of Resources and Energy 
  - NSW Roads and Maritime Service 
 
3. Note that the proposed agenda for the meeting includes: 
 
(a) Outline of location based addressing concepts. 
(b) Proposed process to establish location based addressing for mining camp                        
dwellings on the opal fields 
(c) Identifying potential sources of funding for the project. 
(d) Identifying resources each agency could use to support the project. 
(e) Planned course of action. 
 
4. Request that a further report be provided to council regarding mining camp addressing 
on opal fields at the conclusion of the proposed government authority meeting. 
 
  
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
 
Attachments: 
A – Mining Camp Addressing Concept Recommendations 
B – Preliminary Signage Cost Estimates 
C – Map showing the extent of SP1 zone in Lightning Ridge area. 
D – Map showing the extent of SP1 zone in Grawin Opal Fields area 
E – Map showing conceptual opal field address numbering method. 
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Attachment A – Mining camp addressing concept recommendations 

 
PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
Objectives for the proposed project to assign a location based address to each mining 
camp dwelling include that: 
 
Addresses are allocated in a manner consistent with Australian Standard AS/NZS 
4819:2011 Australian/New Zealand Standard Rural and urban addressing. 
Addresses are allocated in a manner consistent with the NSW Addressing User Manual 
(AUM). 
 
Appropriate signage is installed to facilitate identification of dwellings. 
The project is implemented in a cost effective manner. 
 
OVERVIEW 
The NSW Addressing User Manual outlines the core address components which need to 
be defined to enable a location based address to be created for any dwelling (Chapter 4, 
Section 4.5).  For mining camps the most significant components include: 

 Locality Name 

 Track Name and Type 

 Address Number 

 Signage 
 
An assigned location based address would need to clearly identify the primary access 
point to a mining camp.  This can be complicated by the fact that many mining camps 
have multiple access points. 
 
Prior to an address being allocated to a mining camp, the primary access point of each 
camp would need to be determined.  As a rule the primary access point would be that 
which utilises the most prominent access path and would be considered the easiest route 
for emergency services etc. to navigate. 
 
1.0 - LOCALITY NAME 
Locality names within the Walgett Shire were initially gazetted in the mid-1990s.  There 
has been a minor amendment to the Cumborah locality in 2014, when the Grawin Opal 
Fields locality was established as an island within the surrounding Cumborah locality. 
 
The purpose of a locality is to define a geographic area which represents a community, or 
an area of interest, and to assist in making addresses locatable. 
 
There are at least three options as to how a locality could be assigned to any new 
addresses within the opal fields.  These three options are; 

 Maintain current locality names. 

 Create new localities based on existing opal fields. 

 Create new localities based on clusters of existing opal fields. 
 
Each option is discussed in more detail below. 
 
Option 1.1 - New localities based on opal field clusters (RECOMMENDED) 
Several new larger island localities could be created that encompass numerous opal 
fields. 
 

 This is recommended as the preferred option on the basis that: 

 It can be used to reduce potential confusion between town and locality names. 
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 It would eliminate potential confusion between existing opal field names and new 
locality names. 

 It can be implemented in a manner that will make addresses simpler to identify. 

 It provides a balance between too few locality names (current situation) and 
potentially too many (eg if existing opal field names were used). 

 
An examples of how the concept may be implemented in the Lightning Ridge area is that 
opal fields could be sectored into quadrants such as the: 

 “Northern Lightning Ridge Opal Fields”, 

 ”Southern Lightning Ridge Opal Fields”, 

 “Western Lightning Ridge Opal Fields” etc. 
 
Option 1.2 - Maintain current locality names 
All dwellings could be assigned addresses based on the currently gazetted locality 
names. 
 
Pursuing this option is not recommended as: 

 Existing locality boundaries combine urban, mining and rural areas.  This would be 
likely to create confusion whether a particular address is located within the 
Lightning Ridge town, nearby opal mining fields or is in a rural area. 

 The extent of the existing localities is quite large. 

 Lightning Ridge locality is 2,142 sq km 

 Cumborah locality is 1,739 sq km 

 Grawin Opal Fields locality is 66 sq km 

 The locality name has no relationship to the actual distribution of mining camps 
(with the exception of the recently created Grawin Opal Field locality).  

 This would be inconsistent with the intent to facilitate readily understandable 
location based addressing. 

 
Option 1.3 - New localities based on individual opal fields 
A series of new localities could be created based on the various individual opal field 
names and extents. 
 
Pursuing this option is not recommended as: 

 There are no formally defined boundaries for each opal field or distinct geographic 
boundaries. 

 Different people have different interpretations of the extent of each opal field. 

 In some cases there are up to three names used for a single opal field. 

 The creation of a formalised locality for each opal field would create a complex 
series of island localities. 

 
2.0 - ADDRESS NUMBER ALLOCATION 
Each mining camp needs to be assigned an address number as part of a location based 
address.  An address number needs to be at a minimum; 

 Unique 

 Clear 

 Logical 

 A sequential positive integer commencing from a defined datum point 
 
Option 2.1 – Allocate rural address numbers (RECOMMENDED) 
The most appropriate way to assign address numbers in a rural context is by allocating a 
sequential address number for each dwelling based on its distance from a designated 
start datum point along a particular track or road. 
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The number is calculated by using the measurements which are taken in metres and 
dividing the measurement by 10.  It is then rounded to a whole number, according to the 
convention of assigning odd numbers on the left and even numbers to the right, in the 
direction of measurement. 
 
Therefore a mining camp, whose access point is situated 70m from the start datum, on 
the left hand side of the track, will be assigned the unique number of 7.  A camp located 
500m from the start datum, on the right hand side, will be assigned the unique number of 
50.  This method provides a unique number for each 20m of track frontage. 
 
This method of numbering would be more practical within the opal fields because address 
numbers could then be utilised by emergency services and other end users to calculate 
how far along a track, a mining camp access point is located.  This would be beneficial 
considering there is no uniformity to the layout of the camps within the opal fields and it 
would also accommodate the creation of new numbers if required (Refer to map in 
Attachment E). 
 
Allocating address numbers will require extensive field work to determine and validate the 
primary access point for individual camps.  Primary access points would need to be 
captured with GPS during field reconnaissance trips. 
 
Option 2.2 – Allocate Street style numbering 
Pursuing this option is not recommended as: 

 Opal mining fields are more rural in character than urban. 

 It is inconsistent with the intent of the Australian Standards. 
 
3.0 TRACK MAPPING & NAMING 
Most mining camps are accessed via a mining track which traverses land under the 
jurisdiction of NSW Crown Lands, which is either; 

 Part of Crown Reserve1024168 for opal mining exploration and public access, or; 

 Part of a Western Land Lease for grazing, held by various graziers. 
 
None of the mining ‘tracks’ are located within public road corridors under the control of 
Council or NSW RMS. 
 
As part of the process to formalise addresses for each mining camp, the following matters 
need to be resolved: 

 Mapping the extent of the mining track network servicing dwellings. 

 This will enable the subsequent allocation of location based addresses. 

 Consultation with the community to establish preferred mining track names. 

 Each individual track/road will need to be assigned a unique name that is 
compliant with “AS/NZS 4819:2011 and the “Roads Regulation Act – 2008” to 
make them unique and definable. 

 Gazettal of mining track names 

 Some existing tracks are currently known by aliases, but many of those may not 
comply with relevant standards.  In some cases one track may be known by 
several aliases, while most tracks do not have any name.  Therefore, Council 
would need to propose a unique name for all un-named tracks and undertake a 
public consultation process to determine whether there is community support for 
the project. 

 
If opal field tracks are named, gazetted and sign posted, it can be expected that some 
people may perceive Council has taken exclusive responsibility for operating and 
maintaining mining tracks.  However, the reality is that Council has never previously been 
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involved in mining track maintenance, and this is not expected to change in the 
foreseeable future. 
 
There are two main options for the allocation of mining track names, as noted below; 
 
Option 3.1 – Allocate thematic names “track” names (RECOMMENDED) 
To facilitate people understanding where a particular mining track is located, names could 
be allocated on a thematic basis to particular areas, such as opal field clusters 
recommended previously in option 1.1.  All tracks within the cluster can then be allocated 
a name based on a theme. 
 
Themes could include mining apparatus, local fossils, local fauna, local flora, explorer 
names or local river names.  For example, all tracks within the Northern Lightning Ridge 
Opal Fields cluster could be allocated names based on local fauna, while those in the 
Western Lightning Ridge Opal Fields cluster could be based on mining equipment. 
 
Thematic mining track names are recommended on the basis that: 

 They will make it easier for end users to identify the approximate location of an 
address based on the association between a theme and an opal field cluster. 

 Using the term “track” instead of “road” when naming mining tracks will provide a 
clear delineation that they are not part of the formal public road network 
maintained by Council or NSW RMS. 

 Theme exceptions can be made so that tracks with a long established alias name 
could retain their basic name.  For example, Stoney’s Road could be retained as 
“Stoney’s Track” and Parramatta Road could be maintained as “Parramatta 
Track”. 

 
Option 3.2 – Allocate mining “track” names at random 
Pursuing this option is not recommended as: 

 It would add unnecessary complexity. 

 It would take longer for end users to develop familiarity with track names and 
extents due to a lack of uniformity. 

 
Option 3.3 – Allocate mining “road” names at random 
Persueing this option is not recommended as: 

 Using the term “road” in the title would create unnecessary confusion whether a 
particular mining track is part of the formal road network maintained by Council 

 It would be likely to create unreasonable expectations that Council is responsible 
for the maintenance of mining tracks. 

 
 
4.0 - SIGNAGE REQUIREMENTS 
Successful implementation of a location based addressing system requires the installation 
of clear and unambiguous signage over the opal fields. 
 
The three main components of required signage are; 

 Mining camp numbers 

 Mining track names and track signage 

 Locality signage (if any new localities are created). 
 
4.1 Mining Camp numbers 
Each mining camp dwelling will need to display an address number.  The number will be 
unique for each mining camp along a particular mining track. 
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Numbers need to be prominent and uniformed so they can be identified from the mining 
track that is the primary access route for the mining camp.  Therefore, they need to be 
large enough to be seen from a distance and have some form of reflectivity to assist with 
night time recognition. 
 
Issues that will influence the effectiveness of any mining camp numbering system include: 

 Community education that numbering is important to enable prompt emergency 
response in the event of a fire or medical emergency 

 Some residents prefer anonymity and may choose not to co-operate with any 
numbering system intended to make their dwelling easier to identify. 

 Encouraging people to maintain numbers which have deteriorated, been 
vandalised or been accidently damaged. 

 Council can seek to enforce the installation and maintenance of numbering, if 
necessary, via order 8 under section 124 of the Local Government Act 1993.  This 
would be a resource intensive process and unlikely to be cost effective use of 
Council resources. 

 
Two main numbering options have been identified as follows; 
 
Option 4.1.1 – Numbers fixed on mining camps 
This involves fixing number plates somewhere obvious on the facia or outside of the 
building where it faces the access route to the nearest named mining track. 
 
Advantages of this option include: 

 Most cost effective and simplest method 

 Less maintenance required 
 
Ultimately, this option has not been recommended because: 

 Many mining camps are not directly visible from arterial access tracks. 

 In cases where mining camps are not readily visible, it would be pointless. 
 
Option 4.1.2 – Numbers fixed on posts on access point/driveway (RECOMMENDED) 
This would require the erection of number plates on a post at the “front” access of each 
mining camp where the driveway intersects the named mining track frontage.  It is 
expected that the system would be similar to that previously used by Council for rural 
addressing throughout the Shire. 
 
Advantages of this system include: 

 The numbers would be more prominent and uniformed. 

 It would be more user friendly. 
 
Disadvantages of the system include: 

 Numbering posts are more susceptible to damage through accidents (ie being run 
over by vehicles). 

 Significant maintenance is likely to be required. 

 The cost of a post and number is significantly greater than just a number. 
 
Option 4.1.3 – Combined numbering on mining camps and access points 
This option has not been recommended as: 
It would significantly increase costs 
Council has limited resources. 
 
Option 4.2 Track names 
For urban streets and rural roads, name signs are normally placed at: 

 The start point. 
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 Each intersection along the street or road. 

 The end point 
 
Preliminary analysis of the mining track network indicates that more than 500 name signs 
would be required throughout the opal fields. 
 
Under ideal circumstances, each of these sign should be erected in compliance with the 
following Australian Standards;  
AS 1742.1:2014 – Australian Standard - Manual of uniform traffic control devices – Part 1: 
General Introduction and index of signs 
AS 1742.2-2009 – Australian Standard – Manual of uniform traffic control devices – Part 
2: Traffic control devices for general use 
AS 1743-2001 – Australian Standard – Road signs – Specifications 
 
To comply with these standards, the signs would need to be: 

 Reflective. 

 A specific size and style. 

 Installed at pre-determined height on a rigid steel post. 
 
Most of the cretaceous ridges where the opal fields and mining camps are located tend to 
have very hard ground conditions.  Often there is a superficial gravel layer immediately 
underlain by silicified rock, either silcrete or claystone (locally known as shincracker).  
Accordingly it is expected that the installation of track name posts will consume far more 
time and resources than the “average” post installation on the surrounding flood plains. 
 
Option 4.2.1 – Track name signage at all intersection 
Council could implement name signage for all named mining tracks at all track 
intersections, start points and end points.  This has not been recommended as: 

 The spider web like network of tracks would require an extraordinary number of 
signs. 

 The benefits of having a sign at every intersection does not appear to warrant the 
expected significant cost. 

 
Option 4.2.2 – Track name signage at selected intersections (RECOMMENDED) 
Council could implement signs for named mining tracks at selected track intersections, as 
well as start and end points.  This option is recommended as: 
It is perceived as being the only practical way to implement mining track signage on the 
opal fields. 
 
4.3 Locality names 
If new localities are implemented then it may be appropriate to install locality signage.  
Such signage would have similar requirements to mining track signage. 
 
An alternative would be to add the road name and locality name to the mining camp 
number signage.  This however would greatly increase the cost of mining camp number 
signage. 
 
Ultimately locality signage is not recommended in any form at this stage, due to the 
additional costs that would be incurred for a project that is likely to be extraordinarily 
expensive on a per dwelling basis.  Currently the boundaries of rural localities within the 
Shire are only identified on maps, and it is proposed that a similar approach be used for 
‘opal field cluster localities’. 
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4.4 Preliminary cost estimate 
A preliminary cost estimate has been prepared for an opal field addressing project 
consistent with the recommendation (Attachment B). 
 
The estimate only covers the cost of signage.  It does not include any: 

 Staff time for planning, mapping and community consultation. 

 Maintenance costs for damaged or stolen signs.  It seems likely that some signs 
will be stolen for souvenirs (especially for some of the more unique track and 
locality names that are likely to be used) or for materials such as posts. 

 
4.5 Traffic control signage 
By overseeing a process to name and erect signage for mining track names, expectations 
arise that Council should also establish traffic control signage, such as give way and stop 
signs, in appropriate areas.  As the mining tracks are not formal public roads and are not 
under Council control in any form, it seems unreasonable to use significant additional 
public funds to erect and maintain traffic control signage. 
 
5.0 SUMMARY OF PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
In summary, the following preliminary recommendations have been made regarding the 
administrative process to establish addressing for mining camps: 

 Establish new localities based on opal field clusters(1.1). 

 Allocate rural address numbers (2.1). 

 Allocate mining track names on a thematic basis for opal field clusters (3.1). 

 Erect number posts on access point/driveway to mining camp (4.1.2) 

 Erect track name signage at the start and end points, plus selected intersections, 
of named mining tracks (4.2.2). 

 
These recommendations are made with a view to commencing discussions with state 
government agencies on establishing a system for addressing opal field dwellings and 
businesses.  Amendments may be required in the event that more practical or cost 
effective options become apparent. 
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Attachment B – Preliminary signage cost estimates 
 

Number plates mounted on post at front access 
Recommendation 4.1.2 

ITEM UNIT COST QUANTITY TOTAL 

Signs $20 per sign 1,950 signs $39,000 

Posts $25 per galvanised post 1,950 posts $48,750 

Staff  
0.5 hr/post install average? 
$110 per hour wages (2 staff 
@ $55/hr) 

1,950 posts $107,250 

Equipment 

Vehicle ≈ $1/km 200km/day X 162 days $32,400 

Tools & consumables 
Drills, screws, adhesive etc. 
Pneumatic post driver & 
compressor. 

$6,000 

  
SUB-TOTAL $233,400 

 
 

Mining track name signs 
Recommendation 4.2.2 

ITEM UNIT COST QUANTITY TOTAL 

Signs $40 per sign 500 signs $20,000 

Posts $35 per galvanised post 500 posts $17,500 

Staff  
2 hr/post install average? 
$110 per hour wages (2 
staff @ $55/hr each) 

500 posts $110,000 

Equipment  
Vehicle ≈ $1/km 200km/day X 83 days $16,600 

Tools & consumables Drills, screws, adhesive etc. $6,000 

  
SUB-TOTAL $170,100 

 TOTAL (not including planning & administrative costs)   $403,500 

 
 
Note – Figures provided are preliminary estimates only.  Changes are expected due to: 
Ground conditions.  ‘Soft’ ground will reduce post installation costs while hard ground will 
increase costs.  Ground conditions are known to range from sandy soil to very hard rock, 
hence an average installation time and cost cannot be reliably determined. 
Mining track signs.  The estimated number is quite speculative and will require accurate 
track network mapping and distribution planning to determine a final figure. 
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Attachment C – Map showing extent of sp1 zone and distribution of camps in 

lightning ridge area 
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Attachment D – Map showing extent of sp1 zone and distribution of camps in 

Grawin Opal fields and Cumborah area 
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Attachment E – Map showing conceptual opal field address numbering method 
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MINING CAMP WESTERN LAND LEASES  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services 
AUTHOR:    Director Planning & Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 
FILE NUMBER:   09/1436-03 

 
Summary: 
The Glengarry, Grawin, Sheepyard Miners Association have requested Council pursue 
the conversion of residential Mineral Claims to Western Lands Leases in the Glengarry 
Grawin area.  It is recommended that write to the NSW Minister for Primary Industries, 
Lands and Water regarding the matter. 
 
Background: 
In 1996 the incoming Minister for Mines reached a pre-election agreement with opal fields 
resident advocates to offer a secure title to mining camp dwellers on ‘preserved’ opal 
fields in return for no houses on new opal fields. 
 
This agreement is commonly known as the “Camps on Claims Scheme” and it was 
intended to provide individual Western Lands leases to as many residents as possible of 
the preserved opal fields in the Lightning Ridge and Cumborah areas (Grawin, Glengarry, 
Sheepyard and Carters opal fields).  Before 1993, nearly 1800 people had built mining 
camps on the opal fields, on other people’s grazing Western Lands Leases.  Since then, 
all state governments have supported a scheme to legitimise these dwellings.  
 
This scheme has two steps.  The first was a ‘residential’ Mineral Claim, administered by 
NSW Mineral Resources (now known as NSW Trade & Investment, Resources & 
Energy).  The second is granting individual Western Lands Leases for residential 
purposes. 
 
Individual Western Lands Leases can only be offered after the government has bought 
the underlying grazing lease, and the land has been surveyed and a new deposited plan 
registered.  Acquired areas have been progressively incorporated into Crown Reserve 
1024168 for the purpose of opal mining, prospecting and public access.This background 
information has been summarised from the Walgett Shire Growth management Study and 
Strategy, adopted by Council in June 2011. 
 
Current position:  
An overview of the number and context of mining camps is provided in Attachment B, in 
summary that table shows: 
1138 mining camps (62%) have been offered WLLs for residential purposes. 
433 mining camps (24%) could be offered WLLs for residential purposes, but have not. 
258 mining camps (14%) remain outside of the Crown Reserve, hence cannot be offered 
a WLL. 
 
In a letter dated 15 June 2015 the Glengarry, Grawin, Sheepyard Miners Association 
requested Walgett Shire Council to pursue the conversion of residential Mineral Claims to 
Western Lands Leases in the Grawin & Glengarry area.The letter also notes that NSW 
Crown Lands have indicated that they do not have the money to pay for the survey works 
required to enable this to happen. 
 
Funds collected in previous years from the ‘preserved’ opal fields include: 
A residual $331,000 as of December 2009 which was levied and collected by NSW 
Mineral Resources specifically for administrative costs associated with ‘residential’ 
Mineral Claims, including surveys to facilitate conversion of the titles to Western Lands 
Leases for residential purposes.  It is expected that the amount will have increased in the 
subsequent period, from people continuing to pay the relevant fees. 
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$189,000 in mining compensation received by Council as the landholder of Permissive 
Occupancy 1985/19.  That money was transferred to the NSW Land and Property 
Management Authority [LPMA] (now known as NSW Crown Lands) in 2010 after the PO 
was converted to Crown Reserve 1024168.  It was agreed between Council and the 
LPMA that the money would be used “exclusively for land management works within the 
reserve or additional land acquisition for the reserve”. 
 
Previously Council was informed of the progress of the NSW Government’s “Camps on 
Claims Scheme” by participating in quarterly meetings of the Camps on Claims Working 
Group.  The working group included representatives from NSW Planning, NSW Mineral 
Resources, NSW Crown Lands and Walgett Shire.  The last meeting was held on 25 
November 2009. 
 
Overall it appears that the NSW Government has: 
Done very little since 2009 to progress its “Camps on Claims Scheme”. 
Accumulated at least $520,000, probably significantly more, which could be used to 
progress the scheme. 
Lost interest in the camps on claims process. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Camps on Claim Working Group minutes for 25 November 2009. 
Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy, prepared by Edge Land 
Planning, dated June 2011. 
Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council’s charter:- Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s 
charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social 

justice principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
 
Environmental issues: 
No new significant issues known or expected. 
 
Stakeholders: 
NSW Crown Lands, NSW Resources & Energy, opal field residents, GGSMA. 
 
Financial implications: 
None known or expected at this time for Council. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
Do nothing:  This has not been recommended as: 
Council has participated in the Camps on Claims Working Group from the mid-1990s to 
2009. 
 
The recent NSW government inaction is inconsistent with its previous commitments. 
The matter affects numerous residential Mineral Claim holders who have not been 
provided with an offer of a Western Lands Lease for residential purposes. 
The matter affects numerous grazing Western Lands Lease holders who have not yet 
been provided with the opportunity to sell the ‘preserved’ opal field affected portions of 
their leases. 
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Conclusion: 
The “Camps on Claims Scheme” appears to have stalled and the GGSMA has requested 
Council’s assistance to encourage the NSW government to restart the process, consistent 
with its previous commitments. 
 

MINING CAMP WESTERN LANDS LEASES  

 
Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the letter from the Glengarry, Grawin, Sheepyard Miners Association dated 15 June 
2015 requesting Council to pursue the conversion of residential Mineral Claims to Western 
Lands Leases in the Glengarry Grawin area. 
 
2. Write to the NSW Minister for Primary Industries, Lands and Water to: 
  
(a) Indicate that it is concerned that the “Camps on Claims Scheme” which the NSW 
Government previously committed itself to appears to have stalled. 
Since 8 June 2012 when NSW Crown Lands acquired lot 1, DP 1145840, which includes most 
of the Grawin opal fields, no significant resources have been applied to the conversion of 
residential Mineral Claims to Western Lands Leases within Crown Reserve 1024168. 
   
(b) Request that the Minister ensure: 
   
(i) A time table is provided for converting residential Mineral Claims to Western Lands Leases 
within Crown Reserve 1024168 at the Lightning Ridge and Grawin Opal Fields localities. 
    
(ii) A time table is provided for further acquisitions, on a voluntary sale basis, of the remaining 
Western Lands leases which form part of the ‘preserved’ opal fields and the incorporation of 
those areas into Crown Reserve 1024168. 
   
(iii) A time table is provided for the preparation of a plan of management for Crown Reserve 
1024168, so that the community can participate and understand the government’s intentions 
regarding the management of the land. 
   
(iv) Information is provided on the status of the “Camps on Claims Scheme” fund.  Council 
was advised in December 2009, at a Camps on Claims Working Group meeting, that the fund 
contained a residue of about $331,000.  It is Council’s understanding that: 
 
- These funds came from fees paid by ‘residential’ Mineral Claim holders. 
- The NSW Government had provided a commitment that the funds would be used exclusively 
for the Camps on Claims Scheme. 
- Significant additional fees have been paid since 2009, hence the balance of the fund must 
have increased. 
- It appears that the funds have not been used for the purpose for which they were collected 
since 2009. 
 
3. Send a copy of the letter to the Glengarry, Grawin, Sheepyard Miners Association. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
A – GGSMA letter  
B – Mining camp status & distribution 
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Attachment A – GGSMA letter 
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Attachment B – Mining camp status & distribution 
The table below provides an estimate of the number of mining camps within various 
‘preserved’ opal field areas. 
 

LOCALITY AREA LOT/DP CAMPS 
AREA 
(Ha) 

STATUS 
MINING CAMP 
CONVERSION 

TO WLL 

LIGHTNING 

RIDGE 

Former 
Permissive 
Occupancy 
1985/19 

Various 

949 2,658 

Part Crown 
Reserve 
1024168 

Nearly complete 

Crutchfield’s 
(Sim’s Hill) 

4/1163616 
189 125 

Part Crown 
Reserve 
1024168 

Berlin (part) 6894/48594 
8 52 

Private WLL, 
Peter Carroll 

Not applicable, 
no crown 
reserve in place 

6 Mile (part) 7302/1126517 4 51 Private WLL 

6 Mile (part), 7 
Mile, Berlin (part) 

6895/48594 
52 1,878 

Private WLL, 
“Weetalibah” 

9 Mile 2/1062072 
27 1,251 

Private WLL, 
“Weetalibah 
Run” 

10 Mile 2470/764433 
7 1,241 

Private WLL, 
“Opal Ridge” 

Old Coocoran 6782/823892 
19 5,329 

Private WLL, 
“Rexeen” 

GRAWIN 

OPAL 

FIELDS 

Sheepyard 
paddock 

1952/763834 
242 1,547 

Part Crown 
Reserve 
1024168 Process not 

started Grawin 1/1145840 
191 986 

Part Crown 
Reserve 
1024168 

Glengarry & 
Grawin 

1001/1138091 

2/803377 
119 4,093 

Private WLL, 
“Mundaroo” Not applicable, 

no crown 
reserve in place Carters 1349/763001 

22 6,798 
Private WLL, 
“Strathmore” 

  TOTAL 1,829    

 
Note that the lot area is far greater than the actual area recognised as ‘preserved’ opal 
fields. 
 
In summary, about: 

 1138 mining camps (62%) have been offered WLLs for residential purposes. 

 433 mining camps (24%) within Crown Reserve could be offered WLLs for residential 
purposes, but have not. 

 258 mining camps (14%) on ‘preserved’ opal fields are not in the Crown Reserve, 
hence cannot be offered a WLL. 
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MATTERS FOR BRIEF MENTION, PLANNING & REGULATORY 
SERVICES 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services 
AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin, Director Planning & Regulatory Services 
FILE NUMBER:   10/434 

 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Division. 
 
a) POUND DOG REHOMING  

Nina Hartland of Riverina Pet Rescue continues to arrange for the pick up of unclaimed 
and surrendered dogs from the Walgett pound.  The number of dogs entering the pound 
remains far higher than the local demand and capacity for re-homing with responsible 
pet owners.  Riverina Pet Rescue continues to work with animal rescue organisations in 
southern NSW, Victoria and the ACT to place the animals with new owners.  The group 
publicises its activities via the internet at the following address - 
http://www.petrescue.com.au/groups/10030  
 
Riverina Rescue made the following pick-ups in recent months: 

 16-1-2015 – 2 dogs. 

 6-2-2015 – 8 dogs. 

 23-1-2015 – 6 dogs. 

 27-2-2015 – 5 dogs. 

 17-3-2015 – 4 dogs. 

 27-3-2015 – 8 dogs and 3 cats 

 9-4-2015 – 9 dogs. 

 27-4-2015 – 8 dogs and 2 cats. 

 30-4-2015 – 17 dogs. 

 8-5-2015 – 4 dogs 

 13-5-2015 – 8 dogs 

 28-5-2015 – 5 dogs 

 19-6-2015 – 3 dogs. 
 
 

b) ELECTRONIC HOUSING CODE 
As advised previously, a $15,000 grant was accepted late 2014 from the NSW 
Department of Planning & Environment as part of its e-planning initiative, for Walgett 
Shire Council to participate in the Electronic Housing Code (EHC). 
 
The Electronic Housing Code (EHC) is an online system for the electronic lodgement of 
Complying Development Certificate applications under the NSW Housing Code.  It also 
allows users to determine if they are able to proceed with their development without 
further approvals as an “exempt development”. 
 
The Electronic Housing Code has been built primarily for industry professionals, such as 
project home builders, planners, developers and architects.  It is also able to be used by 
anyone who has some understanding of regulatory concepts associated with building 
and planning. 
 
 
 

http://www.petrescue.com.au/groups/10030
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Planning & Regulatory Services Staff and a consultant created and cleansed the 
necessary digital data over several months.  The EHC went live for Walgett Shire on 30 
June 2015 and can be accessed by the public via the internet at 
http://www.ehc.nsw.gov.au/ . 
 
The information currently provided by the EHC to users includes a significant proportion 
of fundamentally irrelevant regulatory controls (ie gobbledegook).  This arises from the 
inability of the system to acknowledge the zoning of the land (already retained in the 
system) or the size of the lot (entered by the user).  With significant further refinement, it 
has the potential to improve public understanding of the NSW Housing Code (SEPP for 
Exempt & Complying Development). 
 

c) APPLICATION TRACKING 
As advised previously, a $10,000 grant was accepted late 2014 from the NSW 
Department of Planning & Environment as part of its e-planning initiative, for Walgett 
Shire Council to implement an online “application tracking” system whereby the public 
can track applications for development, construction certificates, complying 
development certificates and activity applications. 
 
The Horizon application tracking system went live for Council staff from 15 July 2015 
and is now being tested.  It is planned that the system will become accessible to the 
public by the end of July 2015, probably in conjunction with the new Council web site. 
 

d) PLANNING CERTIFICATE AUTOMATION 
Data created in conjunction with the previously noted EHC project is expected to 
facilitate the implementation of automated planning (149) certificates within the Authority 
property information system.  This project will be commence after the application 
tracking project has been completed. 
 

e) UNAUTHORISED SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION, IGA SUPERMARKET, 
LIGHTNING RIDGE 
Council have been advised that a Complying Development Certificate is being sought 
from a private certifier for permanent building remediation works and air conditioners for 
the IGA Supermarket at 34 Opal St, Lightning Ridge.  Staff will endeavour to ensure that 
any private certifier is clearly informed of Council’s concerns regarding the structural 
integrity of this building prior to the issue of any Complying Development Certificate. 

 
 

MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY FROM  
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
Receive and note the report by the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services on matters for 
brief mention, or information only. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 

http://www.ehc.nsw.gov.au/
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14.4 Director Engineering Services  

 

MONTHLY RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
PROGRESS REPORT – JUNE 2015  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   12/211 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council with regards Engineering Services 
expenditure up to 30th June 2015.  
 
Background: 
A budget of $18.83 Million including RMCC work has been allocated to the Rural 
Infrastructure and Support Service Division for capital & maintenance works, fleet 
management and   engineering administration for 2014/2015.  
 
Current Position: 
One construction team is working in full swing on Peel Street rehabilitation. Other two 
construction teams are working on the State Highways. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2014/15 Operational Plan and Budget. 
 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 
RMS 
 
Financial Implications: 
As at 30th June 2015, $ 11.95 m has been spent from a total amount of $18.83 allocated for 
2014/2015 budget and the expenditure for capital and maintenance works only as $ 
4,246,461.The major remaining works are replacement of plant, new depot and   road 
projects under the Fixing Country Roads Programme. Where applicable, these works will be 
carried forward to 2015/16. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
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MONTHLY RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICE PROGRESS REPORT  
FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services Division monthly work progress 
report for June   2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment:  
2014/2015 Budget allocations up the 30th June 2015. 
 
The Rural Infrastructure and support Services 2014/2015 budget allocations for Capital and 
Maintenance works are as follows: 
 

Ledger Item 

Actuals, 
Committed and 
On cost up to 
30th June   2015 

Budget % Budget Remarks 

Engineering 
Administration 

$564,963 $667,843 85%   

Emergency 
Services (RFS * 
SES) 

$286,150 $335,200 85%   

Enforcement of 
Regulations 

$7,206 $20,000 36%   

Fleet Operations $1,777,990 $2,507,716 71% 

Depreciation = $ 
475577 , Transfer to 
Plant  Reserve= $ 
394139 

Local Roads 
Operations 

$58,958 $77,000 77%   

Local Roads 
Maintenance 

$646,606 $678,739 95%   

Regional Roads 
Operations 

$70,299 $65,000 108%   

Regional Roads 
Maintenance 

$586,241 $726,667 81%   

Walgett Depot 
Renewal and 
Improvements 

$1,937 $1,400,000 0% 
To be carried over for 
2015/2016 

Fleet Renewal and 
Improvement 

$246,111 $1,335,000 18% 
To be carried over for 
2015/2016 

Total $4,246,461 $7,813,165 54%   
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MONTHLY RMCC WORKS REPORT – JUNE 2015  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   12/211 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the RMCC works up to  
30th June   2015. 
 
Background: 
The initial contact award for 2014/2015 was $ 3,390,000. Due to the increase of   scope of 
works RMS has approved a variation of $ 1,736,396. The revised contract is $ 5,126,396. 
 
The scope of works involved in this contract is: 
 
Resealing, Heavy Patching, HW 12 Mt Brandon Widening, Grids Replacement (New item), 
Big Warrambool widening (new item) and Routine works. Recently, replacement of guard rail 
posts and additional heavy patching have been added on the contract.  
 
Current Position: 
SH12 – heavy patching work 
Guardrail Posts  
Inspections and maintenance work  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
RMCC 
 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
As at 30th June 2015, $ 4,209,943 has been spent from a total amount of $5,126,396. The 
approved WSC   budget for 2014/2015 was   $ 3,390,000. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitoring the work progress of RMCC to ensure the works 
complete within the guidelines. 
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MONTHLY RMCC WORKS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES – 
JUNE 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council receive and note the monthly RMCC works report for June 2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
 
The funding allocations for 2014/2015 RMCC works are $4,878,119 details are as follows: 
 

SN Description Budget 
Expenditure Till 
30/06/2015 

Ledger figure 
Reserve 
fund 

Expenditure in 
percentage 

Physical 
status 

1 Routine works $1,160,000.00 $1,160,000.00 $1,160,000.00 $0.00 100% Completed 

2 Additional routine works $60,000.00 $2,128.47 $2,128.47   4%   

  Ordered Works             

3 Heavy patching $1,337,455.42 $936,178.57 $936,178.57   70% On going 

4 
HW 12 Warrambool 
Widening- 1

st
  stage 

$703,416.80 $526,251.04 $526,251.04   75% 
Completed 
except line 
marking  

5 
HW 12 Warrambool 
Widening-2

nd
  stage 

  $7,200 $7,200     
Completed 
except line 
marking  

6 Resealing $1,095,163.65 $1,095,163.65 $948,673.99 $146,489.66 100% Completed 

7 Grids Replacement $146,351.06 $146,351.06 $83,606.01 $62,745.05 100% Completed 

8 Culvert Headwall Works $65,000 $65,000 $42,455 $22,544.76 100% Completed 

9 Culvert Replacement   $139,903.71 $139,903.71     

( paid on 
2013/2014 but 
completed on 
2014/2015) 

10 Table drains $35,000.00 $35,000.00 $33,088.00 $1,912 100% Completed 

11 Soil Tests LR Rutting $23,919.40 $23,919.40 $3,382.00 $20,537 100% Completed 

12 

Guardrail posts for Jim 
Harper, 13 Mile Culvert, 2 
Mile, 5 Mile, 13 Mile, 21 
Mile, 23 Mile, 26 Mile, Big 
Warrambools, Barwon, 
Pian Ck, Pagan Ck 
Bridges and Wire Rope of 
5 culverts SH18N 

$500,090.00 $72,847.00 $72,847.00   15% On going 

 
 TOTAL $5,126,396 $4,209,943 $3,955,714 $254,229 82%   
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CRUSHING SHINCRACKER AND QUARRY MATERIAL TO USE ON 
ROADS   

 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit - Director Engineering Services 
FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 
Summary: 
This report recommends that council note and accepts the proposal to crush the quarry 
material and shincracker by using Johnstone Concrete & Quarries Pty Ltd. 
  
Background: 
Council has been using raw quarry material to construct and maintain roads for a long time. 
The past practice involved the breaking of rocks by using a Pad foot roller on road sites. 
Because of the size of the rocks, the pad foot roller is unable to break the oversize rocks. 
From the past experience, it has been determined that there is an average wastage is about 
30 % of the hauled material. In addition to this, it also impacts on operating time as other 
crew members have to wait until the crushing process is completed.  
 
The crushed stones or angular stones are in the form of construction aggregate which 
distinct from gravel that is produced by natural processes of weathering and erosion, and 
typically has a more round shape. The angular crushed stones are the key material for 
Macadam Roads (gravel roads) construction which depends on the interlocking of the 
individual stone’s angular faces for its strength. The crushed stones will have a well graded 
material consisting of various particles containing coarse (40 mm) to fine particles to enable 
compaction properly. 
 
To process the quarry material, Council has requested interested parties to submit their 
quotations and following five quotations have been received. 

 

S.No Contractor Rate/tonne(excl.gst) 
Mobilization of crusher, 
excavator and Loader 

1 
Sharpe Brothers 

$           4.48 $       20,000.00 

2 
Johnstone Concrete & 

Quarries Pty.Ltd $           4.80 $       13,000.00 

3 Tiernay Crushing Pty.Ltd $           7.00 DNQ 

4 Calvani Crushing Company $           7.50 DNQ 

5 Hutchison $           8.66 DNQ 

 
The proposed crushing quantities and amount required is given in table below. 
 

  
Cumborah Quarry 
  

      
Australian 
Opal Centre 
  

    
  

Raw 
material 
per 
tonne 

Crushing 
rate per 
tonne 

Size 
40 mm 

Qty-
tonnes 

Amount 

Raw 
material 
(per 
tonne) 

Crushing 
rate  per 
tonne 

Size 
40 mm 

Qty-
tonnes 

Amount 
Total 
amount 

 $ 5.10                  $ 4.80                     $9.90   50000  $ 495,000    $ 3.75                  $ 4.80                  $8.55       14136 
 
$120,862.80  

 
$615,862.80  
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Current Position: 
Council is constructing roads by using raw quarry material. They are carted on construction 
site, spread, crushed by Padfoot roller to some extent and compacted. The method is not 
cost effective as there is 30 % wastage of material due to oversize and hardness. 
 
There are several road projects within the shire that need significant amount   of road base 
material. This is the right opportunity to implement a crushing process to achieve excellent 
results.  
 
Council has been requested by AOC to purchase the stockpiled shincracker from AOC 
building construction site to support their project. The Shincracker has been tested for the 
road construction purpose. The CBR value is much higher than unprocessed quarry 
material.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Quotation from crushing contractors  
 
Governance issues: 
Council is required to meet the requirements of the Environmental Protection Authority in 
regards to noise and dust control issues. Addition to that Council also requires Development 
Application to crush the shincracker on site. 
 
Environmental issues: 
There will be issues of dust and noise  
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council, Residents and Tourists  
 
Financial Implications: 
This will not impact on 2015/2016 budget as it will be funded under existing budget votes. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options:  
Do nothing   
 
Conclusion: 
The crushed stones or angular stones are a form of construction aggregate which distinct 
from gravel that is produced by natural processes of weathering and erosion, and typically 
has a more round shape.  
 
The angular crushed stones are the key material for Macadam Roads (gravel roads) 
construction which depends on the interlocking of the individual stone’s angular faces for its 
strength.  
 
The crushed stones will have a well graded material consisting of various particles 
containing coarse (40 mm) to fine particles to enable compaction properly and hence it is 
recommended to crush the stockpiled shincracker and Cumborah Quarry material. 
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CRUSHING THE SHINCRACKER AND CUMBORAH QUARRY MATERIAL TO USE ON  
ROADS    

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council note and accept the quote of Johnstone Concrete Pty which is $4.80 per tonne 
and an establishment cost of $ 13,000 to crush the shincracker and Cumborah Quarry 
material. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Quotation supplied from Johnstone Concrete & Quarries Pty Ltd. 
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PURCHASE OF SHINCRAKER GRAVEL TO USE ON ROADS AT 
LIGHTNING RIDGE  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit - Director Engineering Services 
FILE NUMBER:   11/211 

 
Summary: 
This report recommends that council note and accepts the proposal of purchasing of shin 
cracker material from Australian Opal Centre Lightning Ridge, NSW for the use as road base 
on Council’s Roads in Lightning Ridge.  
  
Background: 
The Australian Opal Centre Lightning Ridge has proposed that Council purchase the 
stockpiled shincracker to support the construction project of new Australian Opal Centre on 3 
Mile Road, Lightning Ridge. The estimated proposed quantity is 10,874 m3 (14,136 tonnes). 
The agreed rate is $3.75 per tonne (ex. GST.) and total amount is $ 53,010 (ex. GST). 
 
Council has agreed to provide funding if the AOC obtains firm commitments for the balance 
of the $ 30 million project funds. Purchasing of the shincracker will be well acknowledged by 
the AOC and supports the building project. In addition, this also reduces the haulage 
distance and hence the project cost as well of local road works. 
 
Current Position: 
There are three Capital road projects in Lightning Ridge for 2015/2016 financial year and the 
Lightning Ridge area do not have a local quarry for source road base material. Council hauls 
road base material from Cumborah which is 40 km from the site works. The Shincracker 
would be   a better cost option.   
 
The proposed quantity of the road base material once it is crushed by a Crushing Plant on 
site can be used easily on the local roads. This reduces the haulage cost and project cost by 
using Pad foot roller and other roller efficiently. 
 
The AOC has held a couple of meetings with Shire Representatives regarding the 
shincracker. There is good result from lab tests for the shincracker. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Proposal from AOC dated 25 July 2014 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is required to meet the requirements of the Environmental Protection Authority in 
regards to noise and dust control issues. Addition to that Council also requires Development 
Application to crush the shincracker on site. 
 
Environmental issues: 
There will be issues of dust and noise  
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents and Tourists 
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Financial Implications: 
This will not impact the approved 2015/2016 budget, as it will be funded from the existing 
budget votes. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Decline the proposal  
 
Conclusion: 
The report details the proposal from the AOC and recommends a response that will meet 
Council’s support for the construction of the AOC building   
 

PURCHASE OF SHINCRACKER GRAVEL TO USE ON ROADS    

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council note and accept purchase of raw shincracker (estimated quantity of 10,874 m3 
or 14,136 tonne) or measured quantity after process $ 3.75 per tonne from the stockpiled on 
AOC construction site 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Proposal from AOC dated 25 July 2014 
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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

177 
 

ROADS MAINTENANCE WORK PROGRAM 2015/2016 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   12/211   

 
Summary:  
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the Road maintenance work program for 
2015/2016. This report recommends that Council agreed to proceed with the program. 
 
Background: 
Council has 107 Roads which comprised of 14 Regional Roads and 90 Local Roads. The 
allocated budget to maintain these roads for 2015/2016 is $ 740,600. Based on the use of 
the roads and past experience the approved budget has been distributed to all the roads on 
a pro-rata basis. 
 
Current position: 
Council has two maintenance graders. The intention of the work program is to engage the 
two maintenance graders for the period of a full year. In the program, two rollers also have 
been considered during the maintenance to provide a firm road surface. The budget will be 
sufficient until March 2016. Council will need to determine additional works for these two 
graders. Several roads have already been graded.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents:  Approved 2015/2016 Budget    
 
Government Issues: N/A 
 
Environmental Issues: N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire community members, businesses and organisations with an interest in Walgett 
Shire Tourism. 
 
Financial Implications:   
2015/2016 Management Plan 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Due to the budget constraint, the frequencies of maintenance of these roads will be limited 
and further budget may be required for additional works. 
  

2015/2016 ROADS MAINTENANCE WORK PROGRAM  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council endorse the Roads Maintenance work program for 2015/2016 
and note that the works will be based on the attached schedule. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: Gantt chart – To be tabled at the meeting. 
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION, DIRECTOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services  
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit – Director of Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   11/378 

 
Formal letter from the North West Weight of Loads Committee  
 
Council has received a letter from the North West Weight of loads Committee regarding the 
acceptance of Walgett Shire Council’s resignation. It also has stated that 2014/2015 financial 
year paper is in process and will be received in due course. 
 

MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY FROM 
DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES - JULY 2015 

 
Recommendation: 

  
That the matters listed by the Director of Engineering Services for brief mention or 
information be received and noted. 

 Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments:  
Letter from the North West Weight of Loads Committee  
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14.5 Director Urban Infrastructure    

 

LIGHTNING RIDGE - BUTTERFLY AVENUE PARK: MOTORBIKE 
PROBLEM  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  
AUTHOR:   Prafulla K.C. - Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services 
FILE NUMBER:   09/76 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council about the ongoing motorbike problem in 
Butterfly Avenue Park Lightning Ridge. 
 
Background: 
This Park has a long history of ongoing issues with kids riding motorbikes and making noise 
during the day and night. In the past, Council staff have used rocks and wooden poles as a 
barricade to discourage motorbike enthusiasts, however this action has not work as 
expected. 
 
Council staff have spoken with the local Police regarding the issue in order to obtain an 
event number for the report.  The Police advised that they need to be onsite whilst such 
activity is happening and no event number was given. 
 
Current Position: 
This issue has been raised at Council meetings several times. In order to mitigate the 
ongoing problem Council staff laid concrete piles on a dirt foundation. It was envisaged that 
this may stop bikers using the Park. However, it appears that they have found a way to use 
the barricade to suit their needs. Apparently they are shovelling the dirt against the concrete 
piles and using them as ramp/jumps.  
 
Recently Clr David Lane received two complaints about motorbikes being in the Park, 
causing a nuisance and using the dirt as a ramp/jump. These dirt ramps were removed and 
there has not been any reported incident since their removal at least a month ago. 
 
From Council’s prospective it is a police matter. The police need to be more vigilant to 
catch/stop the bike users. Notwithstanding that, Council may be also exposing itself to risk 
by providing a structure which can be used as a jump. There is a high potential of this if 
someone falls off a bike or injures themselves. If that occurs Council may be dragged 
through costly legal and compensation claims. 
 
Council staff are investigating the installation of a permanent steel fence across the area, 
approximately 70 metres in length. It is expected that installing a permanent fence will 
deter/stop the motorbike users. 
 
A report will be brought to Council after receiving quotes from a fencing contractor if this 
proposed option were to go ahead. This is not part of our current 2015-16 capital works 
program. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Email from Clr David Lane 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

180 
 

Governance issues: 
Appropriate action should be taken to minimise Council’s exposure to risk  
 
Environmental issues: 
There are no environmental issues relating to proposed work. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Lightning Ridge Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
This is not part of our current capital works program. If this was to go ahead it would be put 
out to quotation/tender and a report would be forthcoming.  The report  would need to 
identify what other works planned for 2015/16 would need to be deferred to allow the work to 
proceed without impacting on Council’s budget. 
 
Alternative Options: 

 Continue to monitor the present structure and remove any future ramped material. 

 Erect signs (prohibiting motorbikes in the park) for use in conjunction with the current 
structure. 

 Erect a full length, 1500mm steel framed, steel fence. 

 Remove the barricades and let the motor bikes use the park. 

 Make a further approach to local police for enforcement. 
 

 
Conclusion:  
The action recommended is seen as the best proactive approach in dealing with this issue in 
the circumstances. Local police should again be contacted, preferably through the Walgett 
LAC office, to enforce the required cessation of bike activities in the area. 

 

LIGHTNING RIDGE BUTTERFLY AVENUE PARK: MOTORBIKE PROBLEM 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
2. That Council approve management investigations for purchasing and installing an 
appropriate fence 
3. That Local police again be contacted, preferably through the Walgett LAC office, to 
enforce the required cessation of bike activities in the area. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
   

 
Attachments:  
Nil  
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION, ACTING DIRECTOR 
URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 
AUTHOR:    Prafulla KC-Acting Director-Urban Infrastructure Services  
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Collarenebri Filtration Plant Upgrade 
Upgrade of Collarenebri Membrane Filtration Plant was completed on 10 July 2015. Final 
commissioning and handover has been scheduled for the third week of July. The upgrade 
includes the increase production capacity from 0.5ML to 0.7ML, conversion from high 
pressure system microfiltration to a low pressure ultrafiltration system with an addition of 
pressure media filters. With this additional pre-treatment and upgrade of membranes the 
plant is expected to produce good quality drinking water.  
 
Walgett Levee Refurbishment Stage 4 
Council staff, Public Works, Contractor and Macquarie Geotech inspected the new levee 
section on 6 July 2015 and collected gravel material samples. Council is still awaiting test 
analysis results and rectification recommendation.  

 
An independent levee audit is scheduled for 15 July 2015. 10 to 20 samples will be taken on 
500m internal up to the depth of 300mm along the stage 1-4 levee section. A detailed report 
will be presented to Council after receiving the reports from the department of public works 
with their recommendation of the course of action to be taken. Hopefully this will be able to 
be tabled as a supplementary item.  

 

Walgett Weir Raising and Fish Conservation Measure 
Site meeting/inspection with designer and Water NSW was undertaken on Friday 3 July 
2015 and Council staff attended a stakeholder meeting in Sydney on Tuesday 7 July 2015. 
Representatives from NSW Water, NSW Fisheries, Council and Public Works attended the 
meeting. A low cost fishway concept was discussed; Owner’s consent, Weir & fish ladder 
ownership, operation and maintenance were discussed and agreed. It was further agreed to 
explore funding opportunities for the fish ladder. 

 
Geotechnical investigation for weir is scheduled for 14 July 2015 and Review of 
Environmental Factor and weir design is progressing. 
 
Walgett Drought Emergency Works 
 
New Town Bore  
 
Construction of Walgett new town bore has been completed on Monday 20 July 2015. The 
depth of   bore is 771 meters. The bore has yield the flow rate of 10 litres per second from 
the bore free flowing with 140 Kpa .DPI Water (former NOW) will organise a 24 hour pump 
test and 6 hour recovery and prepare a hydrogeological analysis report.  The test report will 
predict the long term pumping rate and where to set the pump at to achieve 20 litres per 
second. The pump test is expected to happen in late July or early August. 

 
Pipeline from Bicentennial Bore (existing town bore) 
 
Pipe laying from exiting town bore to the new water treatment plant is progressing. Due to 
the wet weather pipe laying did not progress as expected. Approximately 1.1 km of pipe has 
been laid. If weather permits remaining work will be completed by 31 July.  
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MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY – DIRECTOR  
URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed for brief mention or information is received, noted and endorsed. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil  
  

 


