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16 July 2009 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in 
the Rowena Hall commencing at 10.00am. 
 
Note that prior to the Council Meeting there will be a tour of Rowena with a few of the residents, 
which will commence at 9.15am. Please meet at the Rowena Hall. 

 
 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett 
Shire and I would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  

(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes  ............................................................................. 6 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports .................................... Nil 

9. Mayoral Minutes ......................................................................................... 44 

1. Walgett Shire Council Mayoral Minute - Annual Performance  
Review of General Manager ................................................................................ 44 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given ................................................. 46 

Councillor Murray - Quarterly Coordinated Communication Workshop 

Councillor Greenaway - Bank Reconciliation Statement 
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11. Presentation of Petitions ........................................................................... Nil 

12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice .......................................................... 46 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

2. Walgett School Education Board Annual General Meeting Minutes .................... 47 

3. Walgett Local Area Traffic Committee ................................................................. 50 

4. Walgett Local Emergency Management Committee ........................................... 57 

5. North West Weight of Loads Group .................................................................... 68 

6. NSW Rural Fire Service North West Zone Service Level Agreement Meeting .... 78 

14. Reservation of items for Debate 

15. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER 

7. Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee – Minutes of Meeting ................................. 86 

8. Rowena Precinct Committee – Minutes of Meeting ............................................. 89 

9. Council‟s Code of Conduct .................................................................................. 92 

10. Disclosure of Interests in Written Returns ......................................................... 124 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

11. Walgett Shire Early Childcare Services ............................................................. 126 

12. Investment Report as at 30 June 2009.............................................................. 130 

13. Country and Regional Living Expo – Marketing Strategy .................................. 132 

14. Request for Financial Subsidy from Lightning Ridge Miners Association .......... 134 

15. Regional Infrastructure Grant Program Update Report ..................................... 137 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

16. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications ................. 140 

17. Crown Land Assessment, Walgett .................................................................... 142 

18. Fire Damaged Heritage Building, Collarenebri .................................................. 148 

19. Local Approvals Policy ...................................................................................... 152 

20. Rural Addressing Status Report ........................................................................ 173 

21. Development Application – Supermarket, Lightning Ridge ............................... 189 

22. Development Application – Primitive Camping Ground, Walgett ....................... 231 

23. Development Application – Primitive Camping Ground, Collarenebri ............... 242 

24. Development Application – Skateboard Park, Collarenebri ............................... 253 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

25. Lightning Ridge Water Standpipe Installation .................................................... 266 

26. Memorandum of Understanding – Water Utilities Sharing Group ...................... 268 

27. Sale of 26 Euroka Street, Walgett ..................................................................... 279 

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

28. Tenders - Plant Hire .......................................................................................... 284 

29. Roads & Traffic Authority - REPAIR Program ................................................... 286 
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16.  Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

1. Tourism Branding Expression of Interest Report .......................................... 3 
2. Walgett CBD Beautification Report .............................................................. 6 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

3. Council Housing Report ............................................................................... 8 
4. Walgett Memorial Swimming Pool Tender ..................................................11 

19. Close of Meeting 
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3. Apologies 

 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23 June 2009 be confirmed. 
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

1. WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL MAYORAL MINUTE - ANNUAL 
PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF GENERAL MANAGER 

COUNCIL MEETING:  28th July 2009 

SUBJECT:    Annual Performance Review of General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:  295/01/16/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Council‟s endorsement is sought for agreements I have reached with the General Manager in 
respect of the timing and nature of his annual performance review. Council is also asked to 
consider a Performance Assessment Report from the General Manager and agree to any 
questions that should be put to the General Manager and to which he will respond in writing. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
A copy of the General Manager‟s Contract has been circulated under separate cover. Section 7 
and Schedule B deal with “Performance agreement and review”. 
 
Though it was previously determined by Council that the Review should take place in July I 
have agreed to a request from the General Manager that the formal Performance Assessment 
meeting take place in Confidential Session at the end of the August Council meeting. This will 
allow the General Manager to have regard to the outcomes of post chemotherapy tests, which 
are programmed in Dubbo and Sydney in the week beginning 10th August, when finalising his 
report and recommendations to Council. 
 
Key Contract provisions regarding the Performance Review are as follows: 

 “7.5 Council will ensure that the employee‟s performance is reviewed (and where 
appropriate the performance agreement varied) at least annually. Any such review is to 
have regard to the performance criteria (Schedule B).” 

 “7.8 Structure of the review to be at the discretion of Council following consultation with 
the employee” 

 “7.9 The employee may prepare and submit to Council an assessment of the 
employee‟s own performance prior to a performance review.” 

 “7.10 Within 6 weeks from the conclusion of a performance review, Council will prepare 
and send to the employee a written statement that sets out: 
a) Council‟s conclusions about the employee‟s performance during the performance 

review period. 
b) Any proposal by Council to vary the performance criteria as a consequence of a 

performance review. 
c) Any directions or recommendations made by Council to the employee in relation to 

the employee‟s future performance of the duties of the position.” 
 
Pursuant to Section 7.9 the General Manager has submitted an “Assessment Report” which has 
been circulated under separate cover. Following review of the Report it is recommended that 
the following happen: 
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1. if appropriate, questions be identified which shall be put to the General Manager in 
writing no later than Friday 7th August. 

2. the General Manager respond to the questions, and address any other relevant matters, 
in a Confidential Report to be circulated with the Agenda for the August Council Meeting. 

3. the General Manager join Council in Confidential Session at the end of the August 
Council meeting before departing to allow Council to consider its response. 

4. the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, having regard to recommendations from Council, prepare 
the “written statement” pursuant to Section 7.10 and forward it to the General Manager 
prior to the September Council meeting.     

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Local Government Act 1993; General Manager‟s Contract of Employment and Performance 
Agreement 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Council, General Manager and staff 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1. Council conduct the formal Performance Review meeting with the General 

Manager at the end of the August Council meeting to be held in Walgett Tuesday 
25th. 

 
2. Any questions of the General Manager to be forwarded in writing by the Mayor 

prior to close of business Friday 7th August. 
 
3. The General Manager respond to questions and address other relevant matters in 

a Confidential Report to the August Council meeting. 
 
4. A “written statement” prepared pursuant to Section 7.10 of the General Manager’s 

contract be provided to the General Manager prior to the September Council 
meeting.  

 

 
Attachments:  
 
circulated under separate cover – General Manager‟s Contract; General Manager‟s 
Performance Assessment report. 
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10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

Councillor Murray 

 

Motion: 
 
1. That the Council facilitate a quarterly coordinated communication workshop 

between various government and non government agencies in the township of 
Walgett. 
 

 
Councillor Greenaway 

 

Motion: 
 
1. That a Bank Reconciliation Statement be included in the business paper each 

month 
 

 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

 

12. Councillors Questions with Notice 

Councillor Greenaway 
 
Question 1 
Is block 8A Fox Street, Walgett a rateable block and if so who is responsible for the rates? 
 
Question 2 
Do Councillors agree to the following split up of the $193,000 Community Infrastructure Grant 

(CIG)? 
 
Walgett  $60,000 
Lightning Ridge  $ 40,000 – received a good deal in the budget 
Collarenebri  $23,000 – received a generous share last CIG split up 
Burren Junction  $20,000 
Rowena $18,000 – lost $4,500 from allocated amount in last CIG split up 
Cumborah $12,000 
Carinda $20,000 – small amount in budget and in last CIG split up 
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13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

 

2. WALGETT SCHOOL EDUCATION BOARD ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:     

FILE NUMBER:   135/02/01/03 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides Council with the minutes of the meeting held on the 24 June 2009. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Nil 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council and Walgett ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the minutes of the Walgett School Education Annual General Meeting 24 

June 2009 be noted. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes of meeting – 24 June 2009 
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3. WALGETT LOCAL AREA TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   145/04/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends that Council note and adopts the recommendations of the recent 
meeting of the Local Area Traffic Committee. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The minutes of the recent meeting of the Local Area Traffic Committee on 18 June 2009 are 
attached for consideration.  The recommendations of these minutes may be noted and adopted 
by Council. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Minutes of the LATM meeting of 18 June 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Road Users in Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Recommended works will be completed subject to available funding allocations. 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note and adopts the recommendations of the meeting of the Local 

Area Traffic Committee held on 18 June 2009. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes of the LATM meeting of 18 June 2009 
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4. WALGETT LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   165/08/01/09 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Walgett Local Emergency Management Committee is instituted under the State Emergency and 
Rescue Management Act 1989.  This report provides Council with the minutes of the February 
and June 2009 meeting. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Local Emergency Management Committee is instituted under the State Emergency and 
Rescue Management Act 1989.  It is tasked with the responsibility of ensuring preparedness for 
and coordinating the response to emergencies at the local level. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett local Emergency Management Committee Minutes, 11 February 2009, 25 June 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
All emergency response agencies 
All persons in Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the minutes of the Walgett Local Emergency Management 

Committee meetings held 11 February 2009 and 25 June 2009. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes of the Walgett Local Emergency Management Committee – 11 February 2009 
Minutes of the Walgett Local Emergency Management Committee – 25 June 2009 
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5. NORTH WEST WEIGHT OF LOADS GROUP 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   132/02/01/03 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council is a member of the North West Weight of Loads Group.  This report provides Council 
with minutes of their meeting of 2 March 2009. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Group management committee meets quarterly on the first Monday of December, March, 
June, and September. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Minutes of Meeting NWWOLG 2 March 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
All Heavy Vehicle Operators in Walgett Shire 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the minutes of the North West Weight of Loads Group 2 March 

2009 meeting. 
 

 
Attachments: 

 
Minutes of the North West Weight of Loads – 2 March 2009  
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6. NSW RURAL FIRE SERVICE NORTH WEST ZONE SERVICE 
LEVEL AGREEMENT MEETING 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   135/02/01/03 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Rural Fire Service in Walgett Shire is managed by the North West Zone under a service level 
agreement (SLA).  This report provides Council with the minutes of the March 2009 SLA 
meeting. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The SLA meeting occurs quarterly and the minutes of its March 2009 meeting are attached. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
North West Zone Service Level Agreement Meeting Minutes, 25 March 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
NSW Rural Fire Service - Walgett Brigades 
Rural Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the minutes of the North West Zone NSW Rural Fire Service 

meeting held in accordance with the Service Level Agreement with its constituent 
councils. 

 

 
Attachments: 
 
Minutes of North West Zone NSW Rural Fire Service  
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14. Reservation of items for Debate 

 

15. Reports of Officers 

7. LIGHTNING RIDGE PRECINCT COMMITTEE – MINUTES OF 
MEETING  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/09/92 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of meetings of Precinct Committees are placed before Council for information and 
discussion, where appropriate. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd July 2009 are attached. Copies have been distributed to 
Directors for noting and action, where appropriate. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Residents of Lightning Ridge and surrounding areas 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the Minutes of the July meeting of the Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee 

be noted. 
 

 
Attachment:  
 
Minutes of the Precinct Committee‟s July meeting 
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8. ROWENA PRECINCT COMMITTEE – MINUTES OF MEETING  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/09/92 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of meetings of Precinct Committees are placed before Council for information and 
discussion, where appropriate. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th July 2009 are attached. Copies have been distributed to 
Directors for noting and action, where appropriate. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Residents of Rowena and surrounding areas 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the Minutes of the July meeting of the Rowena Precinct Committee be noted. 
 

 
Attachment:  
 
Minutes of the Precinct Committee‟s July meeting 
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Rowena Precinct Committee Meeting 

Rowena Hall, 4:00pm, 6/7/09 

 

Present: Ken Stump (Chair),Tanya Cameron, Jamie McDonnell, Marg Bow, Joc 

Cameron, Sandy Shearer, Rob Harris, Councillor Robert Greenaway 

Apologies: Andrew Rodgers, Marty Hallman, Robert Sevil 

Apologies accepted Joc/Jamie – Cd 

Minutes of previous meeting circularised and accepted 

Business Arising: 

 Further funding for Tennis Court lights approved by Council 

 Discussion on water issues – current mains installation, future upgrades 

including new tower and tank or ground supply with pressure pump – 

Engineer thinks that pump will have too many recurring maintenance issues 

 Funding for improvement of bus stop at front of school approved 

 Millie Rd – gravel being spread at present on section from bridge to black 

dog ramp. Secretary enquired via phone and email to Council as to whether 

remainder of this road, to Shire boundary, would be improved – no response 

received. 

 

Correspondence:  

 Emails re water supply issues at 12B Middle St – resolved satisfactorily 

 Emails to Council re road issues and budget concerns – no response to either 

 Letter from Fred Coralde, Director Urban Infrastructure Services, re 

commencement of work to up-grade water supply via extension of main 

around South Street and installation of hydrant in front of School 

 Email re funding for tennis court lights – received and further $2000  

forthcoming from Council 

 Key Decisions 28/4 

 Email requesting quote on portable grand stand 

 

 

General Business:  

 Monthly Council meeting to be held in Rowena 28
th
 July – Ken will be back 

and will make a public forum presentation highlighting the need for a 

contemporary water supply in Rowena, the need for hydrants and 

communication with the local RFS as to their placement and query the 

state of the existing mains (need to replace $200,000.00 that was in 08/09 

– 12/13 budget). He will also raise road issues – state of Millie Rd (SR 

12) from intersection with Woodvale Rd (SR 13) and Shire Boundary, 

pot holes in Rowena Lane and on western side of “Oreel” on RR 329. 
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 Tree Planting – discuss with Fred Coralde, Director Urban Infrastructure 

Services, re where committee believe they should be planted – western side 

of tennis courts/pre-school and in car park, eastern (tip) side of sports oval, 

approaches 

 Questions raised regarding pipe laying in causeways on RR 329 – sequence 

of work, water and distance travelled to collect, lack of communication with 

landholders, large trees left close to roadsides, is work coming in on budget, 

estimated completion date, will give-way signs be placed at crossroads? 

 Suggestion made to invite Fred Coralde and Ian Taylor, Director of Rural 

Infrastructure, to tour village and roads on day of Council meeting (28
th 

July) 

 General consensus over the inequity of the rating structure on irrigable land 

– discussion regarding the need to rate whole property/assessment, 

separation of land and water, water availability, water charges already paid 

to NSW Govt. etc 

 Council to be asked to provide details of any meetings, news, happenings, 

grants, etc via email or fax, to Precinct Committees, for the purpose of 

advertising in their local community – few people receive the Walgett 

Spectator and are therefore unaware of Council/Shire news. Each committee 

has been provided with funds to facilitate meetings etc – some of these funds 

could be utilized for the above purpose. 

 Councillor Greenaway advised that further Federal funding had been 

received and discussion held regarding how that should be spent in Rowena. 

Committee agreed on an upgrade of the power supply and other facilities at 

the hall and asked that Council be advised of same. 

 

Meeting adjourned 5:30 pm 
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9. COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   004/12/01/62 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Section 440 (7) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that a “Council must, within 12 
months after each ordinary election, review its adopted code and make such adjustments as it 
considers appropriate and as are consistent with this section.” 
 
This report recommends that the section of Council‟s Code of Conduct dealing with “Personal 
Benefit” be amended. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
A new Code of Conduct was adopted by Council on the 15th July 2008. The Code is attached. 
 
The Code sets the minimum requirements of conduct for council officials in carrying out their 
functions. “Council official” is defined in the Code to include “councillors, members of staff of 
council, administrators appointed under section 256 of the Act, members of council committees, 
conduct reviewers and delegates of council.” 
 
Two amendments are recommended to the Code. Firstly, it is recommended that the nature of 
“Token gifts and benefits” (Section 8.1, page 16) is further clarified by adding point e) as follows: 
 
“e)  goods, products or services provided to all attendees at a conference/meeting where 

attendance by an official has been authorised by Council”. 
 
When attending a Conference/meeting (eg Annual meeting of the NSW Shires Association; “C” 
Division Conference of the Association) all delegates frequently receive, for instance, a 
document bag, examples of local products or a good produced by a sponsor. These gifts are 
provided to a class of people (the delegates) and the cost of same is often covered by the 
Conference fee. It is considered that such should be regarded as “token gifts and benefits “ for 
the purpose of the Code. 
 
A further amendment is recommended as a consequence of the findings of a recent ICAC 
Inquiry into attempts by a party to improperly influence a Ku-ring-gai Council Officer. At the time, 
the Council‟s Code of Conduct defined a gift with a value less than $50 as being “token” and not 
requiring declaration. In short, an officer accepted a “pearl” pendant from an applicant believing 
it to be costume jewellery with a value of approximately $40. In fact the pendant was purchased 
for $807. Later, the same party handed the officer a folded Linen Plan in which was contained 
$1,000. 
 
The findings and recommendations of the ICAC in respect of this matter were as follows: 
 

 “That Ku-ring-gai Council removes the reference to monetary thresholds from the 
definition of gifts and benefits in its gifts and benefits policy‟ 

 
The Commission took the view that the practical consequence of having the monetary 
thresholds is the creation of the impression that the policy permits staff to accept and keep gifts 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 93 of 292 

below a certain value regardless of the circumstances. The ICAC expressed the view that gift 
giving is intended to create a sense of obligation on the part of the receiver and accepting 
inexpensive gifts can form part of a pattern of behaviour that has the effect of blurring the 
professional boundary between a council official and a member of the public. The ICAC also 
made it clear that a council official may believe that a gift offered by a proponent has a lower 
monetary value than its actual value. In the Ku-ring-gai case the ICAC also expressed the 
opinion that the official would arguably not have been offered the $1,000 if she had previously 
refused the pendant, which she believed to be of low value. 
 
The point to be drawn from the ICAC review is that Codes should be concerned with types of 
gifts and the circumstances in which gifts are offered, not with value thresholds.  
 

 “That the Department of Local Government amends the Model Code of Conduct to 
include a clear prohibition on council officials accepting gifts and benefits of any kind, 
regardless of their value, from persons seeking the exercise of a council‟s decision – 
making discretion or who have sought the exercise of the council‟s decision-making 
discretion within the previous 12 months.” 

 
It is considered that the a provision similar to the one recommended by the ICAC should be 
included under the heading “Gifts and benefits” on page 17 of the Code. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Local Government Act 1993; ICAC Report January 2009 “Attempts to improperly influence a Ku-
ring-gai Council Officer” 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Council officials and residents and those having dealings with the Council 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 

 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the following amendments be made to Council’s Code of Conduct: 
 
 a. a new point e) be added to Section 8.1 (Token gifts and benefits) as follows: 

“goods, products or services provided to all attendees at a 
conference/meeting where attendance by an official has been authorised.” 

 
 b. a new subsection 8.5 (a) as follows: 
  “No council official shall accept a gift or benefit of any kind, regardless of 

value, from persons seeking the exercise of a council’s decision making 
discretion or who have sought the exercise of the council’s decision 
making discretion within the previous 12 months.”  

 
Attachment:  
 
Council‟s Code of Conduct 
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10. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS IN WRITTEN RETURNS 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/02/03/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Certain interests of Councillors and designated persons must be declared annually in a written 
return.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Section 449 (3) of the Local Government Act 1993 prescribes as follows: 
 
“A councillor or designated person holding that position at 30 June in any year must complete 
and lodge with the general manager within 3 months after that date a return in the form 
prescribed by the regulations.” (Returns must be lodged by 30th September) 
 
Note that Section 449 (6) prescribes that: 
 
“Nothing in this section or the regulations requires a person to disclose in a return lodged under 
this section an interest of the person‟s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person.” 
 
Section 450A requires that: 
 
“The general manager must keep a register of returns required to be lodged with the general 
manager under section 449” 
 
And Section 450A (2) (b) requires that: 
 
“Returns required to be lodged with the general manager under section 449 must be tabled at a 
meeting of the council, in the case of a return lodged in accordance with section 449 (3), the first 
meeting held after the last day for lodgement under that subsection”. (Returns to be tabled at 
October Council meeting).  
 
Note that Return Forms have been circulated under separate cover. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
 

Recommendation: 
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1. That the report be noted 
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
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11. WALGETT SHIRE EARLY CHILDCARE SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker – Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   135/01/01/00 

 

 
Summary:   
 
This report outlines broad issues related to early childcare services and also provides 
information regarding the 8 services located within the Walgett Shire.   The purpose of this 
report is to provide an overview of the Shire‟s current early childcare environment.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Current research in both Australia and overseas has proven overwhelmingly that a child who 
receives a quality preschool education will have better literacy, numeracy and sociability skills 
when they enrol at school. Longitudinal studies have shown that these benefits continue, 
significantly improving a child's later life opportunities. 
 
There are eight early childcare centers currently operating in the Walgett Shire. 
 
Walgett 

 Coolibah Kids Pre School & Long Day 
Care 

 Koolyangara Aboriginal Pre School 

 Birralegal Pre School (Walgett Primary 
School) 

 
Lightning Ridge  

 Lightning Ridge Pre School 

 Little Digger‟s Child Care Centre  

Collarenebri 

 Collarenebri Pre School  
 
Burren Junction  

 Burren Junction Pre School  
 
Rowena 

 Rowena Pre School 

 
What is a Long Day Care Centre?  
 
Long Day Care Centres (LDCC) were developed primarily for working parents.  They are 
required, by State Regulations, to be open a minimum of 48 weeks per year and open for more 
than eight hours per day.   They cater for children 0 – six years.  Aside from these factors that 
differentiate LDC from other forms of care, such as Preschool, there are very few other 
differences.  There are State and Federal Government legal requirements that govern LDCCs. 
 
What is a Preschool?  
 
Preschools cater for children three to six years, i.e. the year or two before school begins. 
As in Long Day Care they offer a program based on the children's individual needs to 
consolidate and enhance the children's total developmental.  
 
Daily hours of operation and attendance per year usually coincide with those of State 
Schools.  Preschools are also governed by State Legislation. 
 
What is a Department of Education and Training preschool? 
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Department preschools are located in public schools and provide educational programs for 
children for one year prior to enrolment in Kindergarten.   
 
Staffing requirements  
 
Pre School and LDC centres operate under Regulations regarding staff ratios and qualifications.  
Operating at less the required staffing level is a breach of licensing. 
Staff/Child Ratios 
 
   0 - 2 years - 1:5  
   2 - 3 years - 1:8  
   3 - 5 years - 1:10  
 
Qualified staff  
 

   Number of Children Number of 3 Year Trained Teachers 

   0-29 0 

   30-39 1 

   40-59 2 

   60-79 3 

   80 and above 4 

 
If the service has children under the age of 2 years, then there must also be an Enrolled nurse 
or a holder of a Certificate of Childcare Studies or an Associate Diploma in Child Studies. 
Licensing  
 
Children's services across NSW are licensed by the Department of Community Services (DoCS) 
and comply with the Children's Services Regulation 2004. 
 

http://www.community.nsw.gov.au/DOCS/STANDARD/PC_101589.html
http://www.community.nsw.gov.au/DOCS/HOMEPAGE/HOME.htm
http://www.community.nsw.gov.au/DOCS/STANDARD/PC_100971.html
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Funding  
 

 Govt 
Department 
responsible 

(funding) 

Funding Funding for 
parents 

Comments 

Community based 
Preschool: 
 

 Koolyangara 
Aboriginal Pre School 

 Lightning Ridge Pre 
School 

 Collarenebri 

 Coolibah Kids 

 Rowena Pre School 

 Burren Junction Pre 
School 

NSW 
Department of 
Community 
Services 
(DoCS) 

$74,000 on 
average per 
service. 
(accounts for 
as little as 
25% of 
operating 
expenses). 
The funding 
formula is 
outdated and 
was frozen in 
1989 by the 
former NSW 
Coalition 
government. 

CCB* funding 
available for 
parents  on far 
less generous 
formulas than 
parents 
accessing 
preschool 
programs 
through LDC‟s 

Families with household 
income less than $40,794 
can receive some fee 
relief. These places are 
capped (based on the 
1989 formula) and beyond 
the funded number of fee 
relief places, families 
earning more than $40,794 
subsidise any additional 
places by fee increases.  
Cost per day: $33/day 
average 

Preschools attached to 
State Public Schools: 
Birralegal (Walgett 
Primary) 

NSW 
Department of 
Education and 
Training (DET) 

$240,000 on 
average per 
service. 

None available. Children must be zoned to 
that school to access the 
preschool.  
Cost per day: $2 - $5 per 
day (voluntary). 

Preschool programs at 
Long Day Care Centres 
(both not for profit and 
privately owned): 
 
Little Diggers Pre School 

Commonwealth 
Family and 
Community 
Services. 

N/A Eligible parents 
receive 
generous CCB* 
Funding that 
can 
dramatically 
decrease the 
cost for 
parents. 

Preschool programs 
offered but at many LDC 
they cannot offer the same 
structured program due to 
the operational 
requirements of LDC and 
difficulty employing 
qualified staff. 
Cost per day: will depend 
on CCB eligibility and 
services provided. 

 
  * Child Care Benefit (CCB) -   All parents are eligible to receive at least 16.8% CCB from 
the Family Assistance Office (FAO).  
 
Table sourced from NSW Pre-Schools website - www.nswpreschools.org.au  
 
The NSW Government Preschool Investment and Reform Plan 
 
The NSW Government‟s three-stage $85m Preschool Investment and Reform Plan 
(PIRP) provided $25million to assist preschools who were under immediate financial pressure 
between 2005-08.  
 
In 2009 the Growth Phase begins. $29.8 million per annum will be provided as recurrent funding 
to enable expansion of preschool programs throughout the children‟s services sector.  
 
The Growth Phase aims to create 5,250 new preschool places so that an additional 10,500 
children can attend preschool for two days per week in the year before they go to school.  
 
CareWest Inc is responsible for providing Orana/Far West preschools with development and 
support services to enable the creation of additional preschool places. CareWest will begin by 

http://www.nswpreschools.org.au/
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conducting research and consultation with the children's services sector to identify services that 
are most capable of providing new places and identify any barriers to access.  
 
Information gathered will be used to develop an implementation plan that specifies where places 
should be established. It is anticipated that these places will be rolled out in stages from mid 
2009.  
 
According to CareWest Inc discussions with Walgett Shire Pre Schools have begun and Care 
West representatives will be visiting the Shire in the next few months to meet with Koolyangara, 
Lightning Ridge Pre School, Collarenebri Pre School and Coolibah Kids.   These centres are 
struggling with funding shortages which will have a serious impact on their service.  For 
example, Lightning Ridge Pre School is facing a funding shortfall of $65,000 which cover the 
operational and salary expenses of a Community Outreach Transition Worker.    
 
Summary 
 
There are eight early child care centres across the Walgett Shire, including one privately 
operated centre, six community managed centres and one Department of Education centre.  
 
Under the NSW Pre School reforms CareWest Inc are responsible for assisting pre-schools to 
develop new preschool places in the Orana/Far West area. 
 
Early child care services across the Shire are under pressure associated with lack of funding.  
Of the 6 community based centres, 4 are feeling a severe impact  (Koolyangara, Lightning 
Ridge Pre School, Collarenebri Pre School and Coolibah Kids) and will meet with CareWest Inc 
to investigate options for expansion of services.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents:   

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in early 
childhood care and development 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That the Walgett Shire Early Child Care Services report be accepted. 
 
2. That Council lobby CareWest Inc. for additional funding and support for all 

childcare centres in Walgett Shire 
 

 
Attachments:  

 
Nil 
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12. INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30 JUNE 2009  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Julie McKeown – Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   180/02/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of June 2009.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The following report includes floating rate collaterized debt obligations (CDO). These products 
are independently valued annually. The values disclosed are market values at 30 June 2008. 
The next valuation will be as at 30 June 2010. 
 
The Investment Ledger summary as at 30 June 2009 as follows 

 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the investment report as at 30 June 2009 be received. 
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Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 

Act 1993, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date

(days)

Term Deposits

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 182 4.00 549/09 04-Aug-09 $ 300,000.00
Citibank Term Deposit 154 4.68 551/09 21-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

IMB Ltd Financial Services Term Deposit 119 4.05 558/09 14-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

AMP Banking Term Deposit 109 4.25 559/09 14-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 90 4.10 564/09 07-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Westpac Term Deposit 90 3.95 565/09 07-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Citibank Term Deposit 91 4.60 566/09 08-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 98 4.18 567/09 21-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 91 4.20 568/09 14-Jul-09 $ 250,000.00

Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 98 4.10 569/09 28-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Police & Nurses Credit Society Term Deposit 98 3.95 570/09 28-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 112 3.81 571/09 18-Aug-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank West Term Deposit 105 4.00 572/09 11-Aug-09 $ 500,000.00

Westpac Term Deposit 95 4.00 573/09 11-Aug-09 $ 500,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 91 4.00 574/09 25-Aug-09 $ 500,000.00

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 91 3.90 575/09 01-Sep-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 97 4.00 576/09 08-Sep-09 $ 300,000.00

Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 88 4.25 579/09 22-Sep-09 $ 500,000.00

Maquarie Bank Term Deposit 90 4.45 580/09 28-Sep-09 $ 500,000.00

Callable Range Accrual Notes (CRAN)

Commonwealth Bank of Australia bond Term Deposit 92 7.50 577/09 16-Sep-09 16-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00

Royal Bank Canada bond Term Deposit 92 7.70 578/09 16-Sep-09 16-Mar-11 $ 500,000.00

Floating Rates Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDO)

Zircon Finance Limited Floating Rate CDO 0.00 20-Sep-14 $ 175,275.00

Managed Aces SP Floating Rate CDO 94 5.06 20-Jun-15 $ 64,670.00

Helium Capital Floating Rate CDO 92 4.33 23-Jun-14 $ 105,800.00

Magnolia Finance Floating Rate CDO 94 4.51 20-Mar-12 $ 36,500.00

$ 10,232,245.00     

Investment Report as at 30 June 2009
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13. COUNTRY AND REGIONAL LIVING EXPO – MARKETING 
STRATEGY 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker – Manager Community Development & Tourism  

FILE NUMBER:   245/02/00/00 

 

 
Summary:   
 
This report presents recommended marketing strategies for the Country & Regional Living Expo 
to be attended by Council representatives in August 2009. Council approved at the June 2009 
meeting, the attendance of Director Corporate and Community Services and Manager 
Community Development and Tourism. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Country and Regional Living Expo is an economic development opportunity for local 
Councils and other organisations.   The event will take place on 7-9 August 2009 at Rose Hill 
(Sydney) with an anticipated patronage of 8000 visitors.  The Expo provides opportunity for 
Councils to address declining population, skills shortages and business expansion. Council 
representatives will attend the Expo with the aim of raising public consciousness of Walgett as a 
Shire that presents attractive employment, business/investment and lifestyle opportunities.  
 
Specifically, Council representatives will promote Shire investment opportunities, advertise hard 
to fill employment opportunities and promote business and lifestyle opportunities for skilled 
people seeking a tree-change.   
 
The proposed marketing strategy for the 3 day expo is as follows-  
 
Target groups – Agriculture workers, skilled workers, business investors (solar and alternative 
energy, retailers) 
 
Exhibitor leverage – Walgett Shire will join with Go West Regional Development who will be 
presenting the Orana region.  This collaboration enables Walgett Shire to participate at a 
reduced cost whilst maximising the opportunity with personal representation. 
 
Staffing – Walgett Shire will be represented by skilled professionals who have undertaken a 
“tree change” to the Shire.  This strategy ensures Expo participants have access to authentic 
ambassadors.   
 
Pre publicity  - Country & Regional Living Expo offers pre publicity opportunities with print and 
radio media.  To maximise these opportunities Walgett Shire Council representatives will gather 
relevant  good news stories related to people who have relocated to the Shire in the past 12 
months.   This strategy is intended to develop interest prior to the Expo and create a reason to 
visit the Walgett Shire stand. 
 
Employment & business opportunities – Employment and business opportunities will be 
presented at the Go West stand as well as on the general Expo bulletin and information board.    
 
Targeted information – Walgett Shire Council representatives will develop and present 

information packs which target the following areas- 

 Business Opportunities 
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 Recreation 

 Family / lifestyle 

 Housing  

 Employment opportunities and labour market information  
Post conference marketing - Expo contacts will be maintained and assisted with information, 

links and relocation support if required.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents:   

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in economic 
development of Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
$1,500 (stall costs) and human resource costs associated with two staff members attending the 
Expo. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the Country and Regional Living Expo Marketing Strategy be accepted and a 

report to Council on the experience be presented to Council at the September 
meeting. 

 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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14. REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL SUBSIDY FROM LIGHTNING RIDGE 
MINERS ASSOCIATION  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate and Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   180/08/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Lightning Ridge Miner's Association (LRMA) has requested money to enable them to 
maintain access tracks on the preserved opal fields around Lightning Ridge. The Secretary 
Manager of the LRMA, Maxine O‟Brien, has indicated that the association was looking for a 
contribution to the cost of maintaining access tracks on the preserved opal fields. This has 
previously been done by way of the Department of Primary Industry levying $10 per annum on 
mineral claims and passing the subsidy on to the LRMA who have then maintained the tracks 
on behalf of their members. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Andrew Bell, the Western Region Program Manager from the Department of Lands, confirmed 
his Department had received the same letter but had not yet replied. He stated that the 
Department regarded it as a matter for Council and was unlikely to become involved. 
 
Information provided by the Department of Lands at the Camps on Claims Working Group 
meeting held on 27 May 2009 shows that it has granted 733 Western Lands Leases for 
residential purposes on the preserved opal fields at Lightning Ridge. Of that number, 640 (87%) 
of them are located on land that is held by Walgett Shire Council under Permissive Occupancy 
1985/19. 
 
The remainder are on Crown Land controlled by the Dept of Lands (in an area known as 
“Crutchfield‟s”).These numbers are steadily increasing as the Department progresses the State 
Government program to convert Residential Mineral Claims into Western Lands Leases for 
residential purposes. The conversion is only occurring on lands where there is no other private 
occupier (ie. there is no Western Lands Lease for grazing).  
 
Previously Walgett Shire Council has advised the Department of Lands that it wants to 
surrender permissive occupancy 1985/19 so that it can be converted to a Crown Reserve that is 
managed by a trust. 
 
The 2009-2010 budget includes a $25,000 section 356 donation to the Glengarry Grawin 
Sheepyard Miners Association (GGSMA) for rubbish management and road maintenance which 
they undertake themselves. LR miners have rubbish receptacles provided to them and the 
Miner's Association has previously maintained the access roads on their behalf funded by levy 
as previously stated. 
 
It is understood that an amount of money has been supplied to the GGSMA for more than ten 
years to assist them with the costs of track maintenance and rubbish disposal on the preserved 
opal fields in the vicinity of Glengarry, Grawin and Sheepyard.  This is a cost effective method of 
providing some services to defacto villages while minimising any expectation or pressure for 
Council to become more directly involved. 
 
Some arguments for and against providing funding 
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FOR AGAINST 

All people holding Western Lands Leases for 
residential purposes on the preserved opal 
fields will see a direct benefit from track 
maintenance.  Track maintenance will also 
benefit opal miners and tourists. 
 
It is questionable whether it is appropriate for 
Council to solely rely on the good will (self 
interest) of the LRMA to maintain tracks on 
the preserved opal fields at Lightning Ridge 
when Council holds is the occupier of 
permissive occupancy 1985/19 and directs 
tourists to the area while taking negligible 
responsibility for maintaining access (or 
anything else). 
 
Council can ensure that it is not directly 
involved in track maintenance.  This would 
avoid draining Council resources and may 
avoid potential public liability exposure. 
 
$10/Western Lands Lease/year is presently 
only about $7,500/year.  This could increase 
to about $10,000/year if all the mining camps 
on the Lightning Ridge preserved opal fields 
(about 1,016) are converted. 
 
 

Additional expense. 
 
Could increase expectations for Council to 
provide services on preserved opal fields. 
 
Depending how the money is provided, 
Council may have little influence over where 
the money is spent (this could have positive 
and negative repercussions for Council). 
 
Is it appropriate to spend public money in this 
context?  (ie. Would it be better for Council to 
either take responsibility for maintaining 
certain arterial tracks from the LRMA or just 
not do anything at all?) 
 
In order to prevent Council taking on a 
financial responsibility which has not 
previously been Council's, further 
investigation of alternate methods of raising 
the levy to continue passing on to the LRMA 
should be investigated. 
 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Shire Council Ratepayers and Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
If Council takes on the debt, $10,000 per annum 
Nil if Council can negotiate for another organisation to collect the levy. 
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Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1.  Council investigates further the possibility of the levy being applied by another 

party such as the Department of Lands or the LRMA directly, prior to allocating 
any funds for this purpose. 

 
2. A further report on the subject be placed before the September Council Meeting. 
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15. REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROGRAM UPDATE 
REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate & Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   150/06/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Federal Government has announced a second round of grant allocations in the Regional 
Infrastructure Program. WSC has been allocated an additional $193,000 for spending on similar 
projects as the previous grant monies. The criterion does not appear to have changed - the 
projects are limited to community infrastructure, recreation, culture and tourism infrastructure. 
 
An update on the progress of the current Regional Infrastructure projects is included below. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Regional Infrastructure Funding – 

 

Project Status 
Walgett – Primitive Camping Ground Work almost completed.  

Collarenebri – Primitive Camping 
Grounds 

Work yet to commence but programmed 

Carinda Playground Playground installed week beg 22 June 09 - shade and soft 
fall  to be installed week beg 29 June 09 

Lightning Ridge Skate Park Dept Lands has informed us that they will now accept a 
submission from Council on using the Harlequin street site. 
Submission sent. 

Collarenebri Skate Park Work yet to commence but programmed. Skate park 
infrastructure (all 3) should have arrived by w/e 10/7/09  

Lightning Ridge Gem Gardens Project funds expended. 

Cumborah Parks Work yet to commence but programmed 

Lightning Ridge VIC extension VIC and Opal FM appear not to be licensed to occupy. 
Dept Lands are waiting for license before processing D/A. 
Information sent to Dept. 

Lightning Ridge VIC toilets upgrade As above 

Burren Junction Bore Baths Work commenced on shading, quotes being obtained on 
changed requirements  

Lightning Ridge Bike Racks Bike Racks being installed by 14 July 

Rowena Parks Work yet to commence but programmed 

Lightning Ridge cemetery and parks 
improvements  

Work yet to commence but programmed 
Upgrade car park at VIC with gravel re-sheet 
Upgrade drainage near playground 

Walgett CBD and town lighting Purchase order and acceptance of quotes sent to Country 
Energy for town lighting - waiting for scheduling 
notification. CBD negotiations still being conducted 

 
 
Those projects previously submitted but not chosen and new additional projects for 
consideration, are outlined below: 
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Location Project Approximate 
Costing 

Ranking 

Burren Junction Public Toilets at tennis courts 40,000  

 Sub total 40,000  

Collarenebri CCTV Installation 100,000  
Collarenebri Lighting from Collie CBD to Wali Reserve 28,000  
Collarenebri Playground Equipment 55,000  
Collarenebri Public seating in main street near community bus stop and 

near post office 
3,500  

Collarenebri Construct a partial levee on north-east side of old cemetery  20,000  

 Sub total 206,500  

Lightning Ridge CCTV Installation 150,000  
Lightning Ridge Gem Gardens Car Park 30,000  
Lightning Ridge Public seating  10,000  
Lightning Ridge Morilla St Walkway extension 25,000  
Lightning Ridge Bore baths lighting seating and garden 50,000  
Lightning Ridge pool -back flow prevention 6,000  
Lightning Ridge Pool - rebuild retaining wall 6,000  
Lightning Ridge Re-surface netball courts 35,000  

 Sub total 312,000  

Rowena Portable Grandstand with Shade cover 5,000  

 Sub total 5,000  

Walgett CCTV for main street 
(Grant funding to be announced in late August/Sep -
contacted by Federal Govt) 

150,000  

Walgett Safe path from Walgett Sports Club to Namoi Reserve (could 
be done in partnership for additional funds) 

80,000  

Walgett Re-seal of Netball Courts and seating 40,000  
Walgett levee - river side add irrigation gates 200,000  
Walgett Apex Park rehabilitation works 6,000  
Walgett Swimming pool Shade (Poles) and barbeque 75,000  
Walgett Old Council Chambers rehabilitation works 100,000  
Walgett Alex Trevillion Park -- fit roller door on visible side of kiosk 6,000  
Walgett Replace or repair Moore stand (unusable upstairs) 100,000  
Walgett Replace Walgett grandstand/jockey room/dining room 100,000  
Walgett Replace roof and guttering on sheep stalls 35,000  
Walgett Re-gravel levee bank 120,000  
Walgett Alex Trevillion Park -plant grass near kiosk 7,500  

 Sub total 1,019,500  

Shire Wide Issue Recycling bins 170,000  
 Upgrade street lighting in Lightning Ridge and Collarenebri   63,000  

 Sub Total 233,000  
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Shire Council Ratepayers and Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations 
 
1. That the following projects be funded by the $193,000 provided under the Federal 

Government Regional Infrastructure Program: 
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16. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT 
CERTIFICATE APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   007/02/04/55 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director 
Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during June 2009. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Public and applicants 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1.  The Development and Complying Development Certificate applications dealt with 

under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory Services and 
General Manager during June 2009 be noted. 

 

 
Attachments: 
 
Report on DAs and CDCs issued June 2009 
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17. CROWN LAND ASSESSMENT, WALGETT  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services  

FILE NUMBER:   007/02/04/55 

 

 
Summary: 

 
The Department of Lands has written to Walgett Shire Council seeking feedback on whether it 
has any interest in an area of Crown land located at Walgett.  It is recommended that Council 
respond by indicating that it has no interest in the land. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
In a letter dated 10th June 2009 the Department of Lands (DOL) queried whether Walgett Shire 
Council had any interest in an area of Crown land located 5km north west of Walgett off the 
Castlereagh Highway (predominantly part of Reserve R26028 for Travelling Stock).  It also 
states that an assessment will be carried out in accordance with Part 3 of the Crown Lands Act 
1989 to ”determine appropriate future land use and management options for the site”.  The letter 
and maps are attached to this report (Attachment A). 
 
The land is zoned as “1. Non-urban B” under the current environmental planning instrument, 
which is the Interim Development Order No 1 – Shire of Walgett 1968. 
 
The Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy document, dated October 2008, 
designates the land as primary production (See pages 207 to 209).  In that context it is expected 
that under any future Local Environmental Plan the land would most likely be zoned “RU1 
Primary Production”. 
 
The approximate extent of the land involved is delineated by the shaded area in the diagram 
below, which is based on the maps provided by the Department of Lands.  The area is 
predominantly Crown land that has not been allocated a lot and DP. 
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Key attributes of the land include: 

 Location at the intersection of the Castlereagh and Kamilaroi Highways. 

 Location at the end of the Narrabri to Walgett railway line. 

 The area encloses the Walgett wheat silo. 

 Public ownership. 

 Reasonable distance from the Walgett urban area and rural residences. 
 
Overall the land shows a mix of attributes that are likely to be of significant benefit to any future 
development involving the transport, storage or processing of bulk items.  Examples of potential 
developments requiring such attributes include any value adding industry utilising grain, 
extension of the existing wheat silo facilities, new grain handling facilities and bulk transport 
depots (stock, grain, fertilisers, chemicals).  There are no immediate plans for such 
developments, but it appears to be in the public interest that the land remains available should 
the need arise in future.  In that context it would be best if the land remained in Crown control, 
with an expectation that it should be made available for any suitable and legitimate 
development, which would also benefit the local and state economy. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, dated 
October 2008 (Currently being updated as per Council resolution on 24 February 2009). 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council, Department of Lands, public 
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Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendations: 
 
 That Walgett Shire Council resolve to respond by writing to the Program Manager, 

Land Administration, Central Region, Department of Lands and state, regarding 
the area of Crown land located 5km north west of Walgett off the Castlereagh 
Highway (predominantly part of Reserve R26028 for Travelling Stock), advising 
that: 

 
1. It is expected that under any future Local Environmental Plan the land will most 

likely be zoned “RU1 Primary Production”. 
 
2. Council regards the key attributes of the land as including: 
  (a) It’s location at the intersection of the Castlereagh and Kamilaroi Highways. 
  (b) it’s location at the end of the Narrabri to Walgett railway line. 
  (c) The area encloses the Walgett wheat silo. 
  (d) Public ownership. 
  (e) Reasonable distance from the Walgett urban area and rural residences 
 
3. Council believes that the land shows a mix of attributes that are likely to be of 

significant benefit to any future development involving the transport, storage or 
processing of bulk items.  Examples of potential developments requiring such 
attributes include any value adding industry utilising grain, extension of the 
existing wheat silo facilities, new grain handling facilities and bulk transport 
depots (stock, grain, fertilisers, chemicals).  There are no immediate plans for 
such developments, but it appears to be in the public interest that the land 
remains available should the need arise in future.  In that context it would be best 
if the land remained in Crown control with an expectation that it should be made 
available for any suitable and legitimate development which would benefit the 
local and state economy 

 

 
Attachments: 
 
Letter dated 10th June 2009 the Department of Lands 
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Attachment - Letter dated 10th June 2009 the Department of Lands 
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18. FIRE DAMAGED HERITAGE BUILDING, COLLARENEBRI  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   235/06/26/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Walgett Shire Council‟s Heritage Advisor has prepared a report relating to a fire damaged 
building in Wilson St., Collarenebri that had been proposed for heritage listing.  It is 
recommended that Council resolve to note the report and take action in accordance with his 
recommendations. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Recently the former bakery located on lot 3, section 4, DP 769262 in Wilson Street, Collarenebri 
was extensively damaged by fire.  Since then the former bakery has been demolished. 
 
Walgett Shire Council‟s Heritage Advisor, High Ground Consulting (Ray Christison), 
subsequently visited the site on 13 May 2009 and prepared a report on the various buildings 
located on the site (Attachment A).  Within the Community Based Heritage Study report, 
endorsed by Council at a meeting held on 20 May 2008, Denyer‟s store and the old bakery shop 
have been recommended for listing as heritage items within a Local Environmental Plan. 
 
The Heritage Advisor‟s report dated 18 May 2009 now recommends that the building known as 
Denyer‟s store no longer be considered for listing as a heritage item within an Local 
Environmental Plan. 
 
The bulk of this report was previously submitted to a meeting held on 23 June 2009 where 
Walgett Shire Council resolved: 

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Report of the Community Based Heritage Study dated April 2008. 
Walgett Shire Council minutes for 20 May 2008. 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Owner of land involved, Walgett Shire Council and the public. 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 
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Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the report dated 18 May 2009 prepared by Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage 

Advisor, Ray Christison, regarding proposed heritage buildings located on lot 3, 
section 4, DP 769262. 

 
2. Adopt the recommendations contained in that report, as follows: 
 
  (a) Remove the former Denyer’s Store building from the draft Heritage Schedule to 

allow for demolition and re-use of materials. 
  (b) Retain the former bakery building on the Heritage Schedule and allow the 

owner to undertake modifications that: 
 * Retain as much as possible of the existing fabric and outline of the building. 
 * Retain the outline of the existing building and ovens. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Heritage Advisor‟s report dated 18 May 2009 
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Attachment A – Heritage Advisor‟s report dated 18 May 2009 
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19. LOCAL APPROVALS POLICY  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   315/01/02/21 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Recently Walgett Shire Council publicly exhibited a draft Local Approvals Policy (LAP) and this 
report recommends that Council adopt the exhibited policy. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
A Local Approvals Policy (LAP) is a statutory policy established under Chapter 7 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 (LGA) which supplements the provisions of the Act and the Local 
Government (Approvals) Regulation 1999 by: 
 

 Specifying the local circumstances in which a person is not required to obtain approval 
under Section 68 of the LGA. 

 Specifying criteria, which the Council must consider when determining whether or not 
to grant approval to a particular activity. 

 Specifying other matters relating to such approvals that are not dealt with by the Act or 
Regulations. 

 
Activities that require approval under Section 68 of the LGA, include installing manufactured 
homes, plumbing work, operating a system of sewage management, sandwich boards, street 
awnings and operating a caravan park. 
 
The current LAP was adopted by Walgett Shire Council on 19 December 2006 but did not 
commence until 13 February 2007, after the Director General of the Department of Local 
Government had consented to the local exemption provisions.  It will expire on 18 September 
2009, which is 12 months after the declaration of the poll for the 2008 Council election (in 
accordance with Section 165(4) of the LGA). 
 
The draft LAP attached to this report was submitted to the 28 April 2009 Walgett Shire Council 
meeting where Council resolved to: 

 
 
The draft LAP was placed on public exhibition from 22 May to 3 July 2009, and submissions 
were accepted during that period.  Public notification of the exhibition period occurred via 
notices in the following newspapers, as follows: 

 Walgett Spectator – 3-6-2009, 10-6-2009 and 24-6-2009. 

 The Ridge News – 4-6-2009, 11-6-2009 and 25-6-2009. 

 
No submissions were received during the public exhibition period. 
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Compared to the current LAP, the most significant changes proposed in the draft are: 

 Addition of exemption criteria for operating a „system of sewage management‟ (C6 activity, 
see page 13-16 of the draft LAP). 

 Addition of exemption criteria to „install a solid fuel heating appliance‟ (F4 activity, see page 
23 of the draft LAP). 

 Addition of exemption criteria for „amusement devices‟ (F5 activity, see page 23-24 of the 
draft LAP). 

 Deleting redundant references to „places of public entertainment‟ and „temporary structure‟ 
approvals.  As a result of legislative amendments in 2007, such matters are now dealt with 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Temporary Structures and Places of Public Entertainment) 2007. 

 
It should be noted that the new proposed exemption criteria for operating a „system of sewage 
management‟ have been developed with the intention of avoiding the requirement for low risk on 
site sewage disposal systems to be formally approved, provided they are operated in an 
appropriate manner and setting.  Higher risk systems still require formal approval including 
those which are: 
 

 Not operated in accordance with basic health standards. 

 Located within 250m of a perennial watercourse. 

 Located in a rural setting within 100m of a residence on an adjoining property. 

 Located in a village setting within 5m of a residence on an adjoining property. 
 
Formal approval requirements are appropriate for higher risk systems because it will enable 
them to be evaluated on a regular basis.  Systems that are operating in a poor manner can be 
addressed via a range of measures including advice, conditions on activity approvals and, 
where appropriate, an order requiring works to rectify any significant deficiencies. 
 
The following points summarise matters that need to be addressed to enable the LAP to be 
formalised: 

1. After considering all submissions received, the Council may decide to amend, adopt 
without amendment, or not to adopt the LAP (LGA S.161(1)). 

2. If the amendments are not substantial in the Council‟s opinion, then it may adopt the 
amended without further public exhibition (LGA S.161(2)). 

3. If the amendments are substantial, then the LAP must be publicly exhibited once more in 
accordance with the LGA, as described above (LGA S.161(2)). 

4. A council must get the approval of the Director General of the Department of Local 
Government for the part of the LAP relating to exemptions from the necessity to obtain 
approval (LGA S.162). 

5. The council must give public notice of the adoption of a LAP (LGA S.166)). 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 

 Local Government Act 1993 – particularly Chapter 7. 

 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

 Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and 
Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005. 

 Department of Local Government Practice Note 14 titled Local Approvals Policies, issued 
March 1996. 

 Planning Circular PS08-12 titled „Entertainment in pubs, bars, cafes and restaurants‟ issued 
18 December 2008 by the Department of Planning. 

 State Environmental Planning Policy (Temporary Structures and Places of Public 
Entertainment) 2007. 
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 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Stakeholders: 

 
Public, Walgett Shire Council, Department of Local Government 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
The primary cost associated with an LAP is wages for staff involved in preparing and 
implementing the policy.  Some advertising costs have also been incurred.  All costs are being 
met from existing budgets. 
 
Exemption provisions within the LAP may reduce income derived from activity application fees.  
However the community will benefit from reduced „red tape‟ and more staff time will be available 
to deal with other matters. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council:  
 
1. Adopt the Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy, as publicly exhibited 

from 22 May 2009 to 3 July 2009. 
 
2. Write to the Director General of the Department of Local Government seeking 

approval for part of the Walgett Shire Council Local Approvals Policy relating to 
exemptions from the necessity to obtain approval. 

 
3. If approval is obtained from the Director General of the Department of Local 

Government, then give public notice of the adoption of the Walgett Shire Council 
Local Approvals Policy via advertisements in the Lightning Ridge News and the 
Walgett Spectator. 

 
Attachments: 
 
Local Approvals Policy 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 155 of 292 

 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 156 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 157 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 158 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 159 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 160 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 161 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 162 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 163 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 164 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 165 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 166 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 167 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 168 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 169 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 170 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 171 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 172 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 173 of 292 

20. RURAL ADDRESSING STATUS REPORT  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    James Abel - Geographic Information Systems Co-ordinator 

FILE NUMBER:   100/03/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report provides an overview of the status of Walgett Shire Council's Rural Addressing 
program and makes certain recommendations in response to recent letters received from 
affected land holders. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council is in the process of implementing rural addressing throughout the Shire. 
Rural addressing is an Australia wide initiative with its main objective to provide a unique 
address for all rural properties.  Rural addressing has been implemented in compliance with the 
Australian Standard 4819:2003 Geographic Information – Rural and Urban Addressing. 
 
The rural addressing program has involved several stages as summarised in the table below. 
 
STAGE SUMMARY 
Locality names Walgett Shire Council established names for localities by gazettal on 11 Aug 

1995 after undertaking public consultation. 
 
The locality boundaries define areas of the Shire that are associated with 
particular towns and villages.  They do not reflect the locations used in 
mailing addresses that are based on Australia Post‟s mail runs. 
 

Surveying rural 
roads 

During 2007 Walgett Shire Council undertook a differential GPS survey of all 
rural roads within the Shire.  At the same time accurate data was collected on 
the position of rural property entrances relative to the roads (geocoding). 
 

Road name 
review 

Between 20 Nov 2007 and 16 Dec 2008 Walgett Shire Council reviewed road 
names for compliance with the Australian Standard and found that 65 did not 
comply. 
 
Subsequently Council engaged in extensive public consultation during May 
2008 regarding proposed road name changes and the reasons for the 
proposals.  Thirteen submissions were received which prompted a second 
round of consultation regarding 12 roads. 
 
Council ultimately adopted 109 road names at a meeting held on 2 Sep 2008. 
 

Road name 
submission 

The names adopted by Council were submitted to the Geographical Names 
Board of NSW in September 2008.  In a letter dated 30 Sep 2008 the board 
rejected 5 names on the basis that they were too long or similar to other road 
or street names within the Shire. 
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STAGE SUMMARY 
Road name 
revision 

At a meeting held on 28 Oct 2008 Walgett Shire Council resolved to 
undertake a third round of public consultation with a view to addressing the 
names that had been rejected by the board.  Subsequently Council resolved 
to adopt certain amended names at a meeting held on 16 Dec 2008. 
 

Road name 
gazettal 

Rural road names within the Walgett Shire were gazetted on 13 Feb 2009. 

Address 
notification 

In May 2009 563 letters were sent to rural property owners notifying them of 
their location based rural address.  The letter also provided a brief overview 
of rural addressing and details on how to access more detailed information 
from Council (in person or via Council's web site). 
 
The letters were accompanied by a fridge magnet printed with each 
property‟s new location based rural address. 

 
In response to the address notification letters, Council's Geographic Information Systems 
Coordinator received numerous phone calls from rural landholders inquiring about the rural 
addressing system.  Several letters were also received.  Key issues that were raised included: 
 
Mail delivery concerns arising from the difference between the name of the town/village in 
current mail delivery address compared to new locality based address. 
 
Changed road names. 
Inappropriate locality boundaries. 
Incorrect property names. 
Incorrect access points. 
 
Issue – Mail delivery  
 
The most frequent concern comes from residents wanting to know how the new rural address 
will affect their mail delivery.  Such queries have been referred to Australia Post, which is 
presently reviewing its mail delivery arrangements with a view to enabling location based 
mailing addresses to be used. 
 
Australia Post has stated that it will notify rural residents when they should start using their 
location based address for postal purposes. 
 
Issue – Changed road names 
 
There has been some correspondence between Walgett Shire Council and a landholder 
concerned that there has not been enough public consultation regarding road name changes 
(Attachments 1 to 4). 
 
Issue – Inappropriate locality boundaries 
 
Three written submissions where received indicating that current locality boundaries did not 
reflect the actual location of particular properties (Attachments 5,6 and 7).  Helen Hall from 
“Sorrento” (a neighbour of Ross Slack-Smith) also verbally indicated a strong desire to be 
included within the Lightning Ridge locality, not Cumborah.  Maps showing the locations of the 
affected properties are included as attachments 8, 9 and 10. 
 
The Geographical Names Board of NSW has indicated that minor amendments to locality 
boundaries may be able to be processed immediately, if Walgett Shire supports the changes. 
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Issue – Incorrect property names 
Issue – Incorrect access points 
 
Incorrect property names and access points are being amended in Council‟s digital data sets as 
they arise, including during the installation of the rural address number posts. 
 
Outstanding work 
 
The installation of the rural addressing numbered posts is approximately one third complete.  It 
is expected that all access points will be signposted within the next 6 to 8 weeks, weather 
permitting.  It is also anticipated that updating road name signage for the recently gazetted road 
names will be completed within about 6 months. 
 
As the installation of posts and signage nears completion, work will proceed with updating 
Council's corporate data base with the new rural addresses.  Where appropriate, these 
addresses will be adopted by Council as the mailing address once Australia Post has confirmed 
that they are ready to utilise the new address system.  A copy of the resulting data will be 
forwarded to the Department of Lands for distribution to state government agencies (including 
emergency services) and utility companies.   
 
Maps showing locality boundaries, rural road names, rural homesteads and their rural address 
numbers will be distributed to local offices of the NSW Police, ambulance, fire brigade, Rural 
Fire Service and State Emergency Services.  They will also be published on Walgett Shire 
Council‟s web site as pdf documents. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Australia/New Zealand Standard. Geographic information - Rural and urban addressing. 
AS/NZS 4819:2003 
"Guidelines for the naming of roads", published by the Geographical Names Board of NSW.  
Geographical Names Board of New South Wales, Position & Extent of Geographic Names 
Policy, Version 1.2, 09 June 2004 
Council report - 20th November 2007 
Council report - 17th June 2008 
Council report - 2nd September 2008 
Council report - 28th October 2008 
Council report - 16th December 2008 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, rural landholders, emergency service providers, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
A grant of $9,020 dollars (GST inclusive) has been received from the Department of Lands to 
contribute towards the purchase of rural addressing posts.  A grant of $40,000 has been 
approved from the Natural Disaster Mitigation Program ($20,000 received and another $20,000 
will be paid upon project completion).  Property posts and numbers were purchased for about 
$37,000. 
 
Costs associated with updating road signs will be met from budgets established for that 
purpose.  Quotes have not yet been obtained for these signs. 
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Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council: 
 
1. Note the report on the status of the rural addressing project provided by Walgett 

Shire Council’s GIS Co-ordinator. 
 
2. Note the five written submissions received from rural landholders regarding 

issues associated with the rural addressing project. 
 
3. Write to the Geographical Names Board of NSW, including a copy of GIS Co-

ordinator’s report on the status of the rural addressing project (as submitted to 
the 28 July 2009 meeting of Walgett Shire Council) and request that the board 
amend locality boundaries within Walgett Shire so that: 

 
  (a) The property “Rugby” is moved from the locality of Collarenebri to 

Lightning Ridge, as per the map in attachment 8. 
  (b) The properties “Muttabun” and “Sorrento” are moved from the locality of 

Cumborah to Lightning Ridge, as per the map in attachment 9. 
  (c) The property “Chelmsford” is moved from the locality of Burren Junction to 

Rowena, as per the map in attachment 10. 
 
4. Write to all parties who made written submissions regarding issues associated 

with the rural addressing project and advise them of this resolution. 
 

 
Attachments: 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 183 of 292 

ATTACHMENT 5 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
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ATTACHMENT 7 
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ATTACHMENT 8 
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ATTACHMENT 9 
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ATTACHMENT 10 
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21. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – SUPERMARKET, LIGHTNING 
RIDGE  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services  

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director of Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   DA 2009005 

 

 
Summary: 

 
A Development Application has been lodged for a supermarket and shops at Lightning Ridge.  It 
is recommended that Walgett Shire Council approve the application subject to appropriate 
conditions of development consent. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Gary Lawrence has lodged a Development Application for a supermarket complex on land 
owned by the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club (Lot 3 DP 40628, lot 150 DP 45069, lot 160 
DP725281 and lot 79 DP 43258).  The total proposed building floor area is 2,457 square metres 
which includes six shops, with floor areas between 55 and 85 square metres.  One of the six 
shops is proposed to be a bottle shop. 
 
The location of the development is shown in Figure 1.  Design details of the development are 
provided in: 

 Figure 2 - Uses - existing and proposed, 

 Figure 3 - Site plan and shadow diagram and; 

 Figure 4 - Building elevations. 

 
Six objections were received to the proposed development (see attachments A to G).  A range 
of concerns were raised, including: 

 Noise disturbance. 

 Light disturbance. 

 Possibility of odour from rubbish and drainage systems. 

 Loitering. 

 Reduction in privacy. 

 Competition with the existing supermarket. 

 Vermin. 

 Shading. 

 Reflected heat. 

 Community safety. 

 Altered traffic patterns. 

 Potential impacts on neighbouring residents and caravan park. 

 Flooding. 

 Potential impact of stormwater on neighbouring properties. 
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FIGURE 2 – USES – PROPOSED AND EXISTING 
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FIGURE 3 – SITE PLAN AND SHADOW DIAGRAM 
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FIGURE 4 – BUILDING ELEVATIONS 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Interim Development Order No 1 – Shire of Walgett Shire Council 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Applicant & Walgett Shire Council 

 
STATUTORY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
79C (1)(a)(i) Provisions of any environmental planning instrument. 
Under the Interim Development Order No. 1 – Shire of Walgett 1968 (IDO) the land is located 
within “2. Village or Township” zone.  The proposal is permissible with development consent. 
 
79C (1)(a)(ii) Provisions of any draft environmental planning instrument that is or has been 
placed on public exhibition. 
Not applicable. There are no relevant draft environmental planning instruments on public 
display. 
 
79C (1)(a)(iii) Any development control plan. 
Not applicable.  There are no current Development Control Plans in Walgett Shire.  
 
However, the effectively obsolete Walgett Shire Council off Street Parking Code, was used as a 
guide to determine the appropriate number of parking spaces.  For a commercial development 
under the code 1 car park is required for each 37 square metres of floor space 
(2457m2/37=66.4 spaces).  The applicant‟s plans provide for 76 spaces, which is significantly 
more than the minimum that Council expects. 
  
79C(1)(a)(iiia) Any planning agreement that has been entered into under section 93F, or any 
draft planning agreement that a developer has offered to enter into under section 93F. 
Not applicable. No planning agreement has been proposed. 
 
79C(1)(a)(iv) The regulations. 
Section 92 and 92A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 prescribe 
additional matters for consideration (see comments below). 
 
79C (1)(b) Likely impacts of the development, including environmental impacts on both the 
natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in the locality. 
 
The development site is located in a town block where the predominant land use is commercial 
(service station, caravan park, shop, chemist).  Other non-commercial land uses also exist 
(historical museum, hall, church).  The church residence is the only land use which could be 
regarded as inconsistent with the predominantly commercial character of the block.  In that 
context, the most significant potential negative impacts which may arise, especially for the 
church residence are: 

 Noise disturbance. 

 Light disturbance. 
 
It is expected that these and other potential issues can be managed by appropriate conditions of 
development consent.  In particular it is recommended that a condition of development consent 
be imposed requiring the developer to erect and maintain a barrier to reduce the potential for 
noise and light to affect the church residence. 
 
Anecdotal evidence suggests that Kaolin Street receives relatively low volumes of 
predominantly light traffic.  It is proposed to establish a loading dock and car park that will both 
be accessed via Kaolin St.  Increased traffic volume and weight is a likely result.  If approved it 
would be appropriate to impose development consent conditions which require upgrading of the 
street, and establishing pedestrian access, at the developer‟s expense. 
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Overall the economic impacts of the development are likely to be positive due to a second large 
supermarket entering the local economy.  Land values adjoining the site may increase due to 
the presence of the supermarket.  Presumably the developer will not proceed unless their 
business plan indicates there is a viable opportunity. 
 
No other significant adverse impacts on the natural or built environments are expected. 
 
79C (1)(c) Suitability of the site for the development. 
The site is serviced by Council water and effluent mains.  No prior land use is known that is 
likely to be associated with any significant contamination.  Current nearby land uses are 
predominantly non-residential in nature. 
 
Opal mining may have occurred on the site, or in the vicinity, some time ago.  If it did occur, it is 
likely to have been quite shallow in nature and hence pose a relatively low and minor risk to this 
development. 
 
The Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy adopted by Council proposes that 
this land be zoned Commercial. 
 
Overall the suite appears to be suitable for the development. 
 
79C (1)(d) Submissions made in accordance with the Act or the regulations. 
Not applicable.  Under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 the proposal is 
'local development' with no opportunity for submissions under the act or regulations. 
 
79C (1)(e) The public interest. 
 
Six objection letters were received that raised various issues.  The most significant issues can 
be managed by appropriate conditions of development consent. 
 
REGULATIONS 
The following matters must also be considered by Council in accordance with the respective 
clauses of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 when making a 
decision on any Development Application. 
92(1)(a) Coastal areas - Not Applicable. 
92(1)(b) Demolition - Not applicable, no demolition work is proposed. 
93 Fire safety and other considerations - Fire schedule attached to conditions of consent. 
94 Consent authority may require buildings to be upgraded - Not applicable. 
94A Fire safety and other considerations applying to temporary structures - Not applicable. 
95 Deferred commencement consent - Not applicable. 
97A Fulfilment of BASIX commitments - 
 
CONCLUSION 
Overall the applicant is proposing to establish a shopping complex in a context where 
commercial land use is dominant.  The most significant potential impacts on neighbours and 
public infrastructure can be minimised by appropriate conditions of development consent. 
 
Approval of the proposed shopping complex, subject to appropriate conditions of development 
consent, appears to be appropriate. 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
Not applicable. 
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Recommendations: 

1. That Walgett Shire Council resolve to approve Development Application 2009005 
in the name of Gary Lawrence for a shopping complex on Lot 3 DP 40628, lot 150 
DP 45069, lot 160 DP725281 and lot 79 DP 43258 subject to the conditions of 
development consent listed in Attachment H. 

 

 
Attachments: 
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Attachment A – Objection letter 
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Attachment B – Objection letter 
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Attachment C – Objection letter 
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Attachment D – Objection letter 
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Attachment E – Objection letter 
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Attachment F – Objection letter 
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Attachment G – Objection letter 
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Attachment H – Recommended conditions of development consent 
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22. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – PRIMITIVE CAMPING GROUND, 
WALGETT 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services  

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director of Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   DA 2009018 

 

 
Summary: 

 
A Development Application has been lodged to establish a Primitive Camping Ground at 
Trevallion Park, Fox Street, Walgett. It is recommended that the application be approved subject 
to appropriate conditions of consent. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background):    
 
Development Application 2009018 has been lodged by Mr Siegfredo Colralde on behalf of 
Walgett Shire Council to establish a Primitive Camping Ground. The land is located at Trevallion 
Park in Fox Street at the southern entrance to the town of Walgett. (See figure 1) 
 
The proposal involves: 
 

1. Create four (4) camp sites for overnight or short stay visitors (see figure 2). 
2. The sites will be gravelled and marked by logs. 
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Figure 1. LOCATION PLAN 
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Figure 2.  SITE PLAN 

 
 
 
Under Walgett Shire Council‟s “Consent Authority Conflict Policy” (adopted 15 July 2008) this is 
a medium scale development.  The policy establishes certain requirements for such 
developments, as follows: 
 
Medium scale development: 
 
Where a development is between $20,000 and $200,000 in value, or written objections are 
received, the Development Application will be subject to: 
 

 An assessment prepared by Council staff not involved in compiling the application 
documentation. 

 An assessment review by an appropriately skilled independent party, such as external 
planning consultants or planners from another Council 

 Determination by Council. 
 
Chalmers Paige was engaged to provide an independent assessment of the Development 
Application and review draft development consent conditions prepared by Council‟s Planning 
and Regulatory Services division staff..  The assessment report is included as Attachment B 
and was prepared by Barry Cotten, the principal of Chalmers Paige who is a Certified Practising 
Planner. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
DA File 2009018 
Review of Development Assessment by independent assessor. 
Interim Development Order No.1 – Shire of Walgett 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Community 

 
Financial Implications: 

 

Nil 
 

Recommendations: 

 

1. That Walgett Shire council approve the Development Application for a Primitive 
Camping Ground at Trevallion Park, Walgett, in accordance with conditions of 
development consent recommended by Chalmers Paige town planning 
consultants. 

 

 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment  A Council staff assessment 
Attachment  B Chalmers Paige, Consultant Planner‟s assessment 
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ATTACHMENT 1. Development consent conditions proposed by Planning and Regulatory 
Services division staff. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 Chalmers Paige, Consultant Planner‟s Assessment 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 239 of 292 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 240 of 292 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 241 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 242 of 292 

23. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – PRIMITIVE CAMPING GROUND, 
COLLARENEBRI   

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services  

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director of Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   DA 2009019 

 

 
Summary: 

 
A Development Application has been lodged to establish a Primitive Camping Ground and 
caravan dump point at Collarenebri. It is recommended that the application be approved subject 
to appropriate conditions of consent. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Development Application 2009019 has been lodged by Mr Siegfredo Colralde on behalf of 
Walgett Shire Council to establish a Primitive Camping Ground and caravan dump point. The 
land is located on Lot 38 in DP 752263 at the Showground and Sporting Ground, Gwydir 
Highway, Collarenebri  
 
The proposal involves: 

 
1. Create eight (8) camp sites for overnight or short stay visitors. 

 
2. The sites will be gravelled and marked by logs. 

 
3. Install a caravan dump point and associated plumbing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1. LOCATION PLAN 
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Figure 2.  SITE PLAN 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 244 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 245 of 292 

Under Walgett Shire Council‟s “Consent Authority Conflict Policy” (adopted 15 July 2008) this is 
a large scale development.  The policy establishes certain requirements for such developments, 
as follows: 
 
Medium scale development: 
 
Where a development is between $20,000 and $200,000 in value, or written objections are 
received, the Development Application will be subject to: 
 

 An assessment prepared by Council staff not involved in compiling the application 
documentation. 

 An assessment review by an appropriately skilled independent party, such as external 
planning consultants or planners from another Council 

 Determination by Council. 
 
Chalmers Paige was engaged to provide an independent assessment of the Development 
Application and review draft development consent conditions prepared by Council‟s Planning 
and Regulatory Services division staff..  The assessment report is included as Attachment B  
and was prepared by Barry Cotten, the principal of Chalmers Paige who is a Certified Practising 
Planner.  The conclusion of that assessment states: 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
DA File 2009019 
Review of Development Assessment by independent assessor. 
Interim Development Order No.1 – Shire of Walgett 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Community 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendation: 

1. That Walgett Shire Council approve DA 2009019 proposed Primitive Camping 
Ground and Caravan Dump Point at the Show Ground, Collarenebri, in accordance 
with conditions of development consent recommended by Chalmers Paige town 
planning consultants.  

 

 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment A – Development consent conditions recommended by Planning and Regulatory 
Services division staff 
Attachment B - Barry Cotton, Consultant Town Planners, assessment review report. 
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Attachment A  - Development consent conditions proposed by Planning & Regulatory Services 
division staff 
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ATTACHMENT B  Chalmers Paige, Consultant Planner‟s Assessment 
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24. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – SKATEBOARD PARK, 
COLLARENEBRI 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning & Regulatory Services  

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director of Planning & Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   DA 2009015 

 

 
Summary: 

 
A Development Application has been lodged to establish a Skateboard park at Collarenebri. It is 
recommended that the application be approved subject to appropriate conditions of consent. 

 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Development Application 2009015 has been lodged by Walgett Shire Council for a Skateboard 
Park on Lot 10 in Section 4 in DP 758262 on the corner of Earl and Walgett Streets  (see Figure 
1. Location plan), Collarenebri. 
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Figure 1. Location Plan 
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Figure 2 – Site Plan 
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Figure 3 – Skateboard ramps  

 

 

 
 
Under Walgett Shire Council‟s “Consent Authority Conflict Policy” (adopted 15 July 2008) this is 
a large scale development.  The policy establishes certain requirements for such developments, 
as follows: 
 
Medium scale development: 
 
Where a development is between $20,000 and $200,000 in value, or written objections are 
received, the Development Application will be subject to: 

 An assessment prepared by Council staff not involved in compiling the application 
documentation. 

 An assessment review by an appropriately skilled independent party, such as external 
planning consultants or planners from another Council 

 Determination by Council. 
 
 
Chalmers Paige was engaged to provide an independent assessment of the Development 
Application and development consent conditions proposed by Planning and Regulatory Services 
division staff.  The assessment report is included as Attachment B and was prepared by Barry 
Cotten, the principal of Chalmers Paige who is a Certified Practising Planner. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Council file DA 2009015 
Review of Development Assessment by independent assessor 
Interim Development Order No. 1 – Shire of Walgett   

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Community of Collarenebri 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
None 

 

Recommendations: 

1.  That Walgett Shire Council approve Development Application 2009015, proposed 
Skateboard Park at Collarenebri, in accordance with conditions of development 
consent recommended by Chalmers Paige, consultant town planners.   

 

 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment  A – Development consent conditions proposed by Planning and Regulatory 
Services division staff  
Attachment  B - Barry Cotten, Consultant Town Planner‟s assessment review report.  
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ATTACHMENT A. - Development consent conditions proposed by Planning and Regulatory 
Services division staff 
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ATTACHMENT B  Consultant Town Planner‟s assessment 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 263 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 264 of 292 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 265 of 292 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

28 July 2009   Page 266 of 292 

25. LIGHTNING RIDGE WATER STANDPIPE INSTALLATION 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde - Director of Urban Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   175/03/03/00 

 

 
Summary:  
 
This report recommends that Council defer charges to Lightning Ridge water stand pipe users 
subject to conditions.  
 
Background:  
 
There are two fully operational water stand pipes in Lightning Ridge. Customarily free of charge 
to all individuals, the 50 mm stand pipe presently located at Harlequin Street attracts at least 50 
drawers a day. It is widely believed that the majority of people using this facility come from the 
mining area including a few water carrier businessmen who may possibly provide water cart 
services to interested customers.  
 
The water standpipe at the industrial area is a key operated facility. Keys are issued to huge 
users where Council usually receives a sort of unregulated monthly payment.  
 
The original Plan. The plan is to operate only one stand pipe in Lightning Ridge by dismantling 
the stand pipe at the industrial area permanently, upgrade the Harlequin Street standpipe to 75 
mm diameter and move it to a new position on the same street. Council will introduce a user-pay 
scheme using a magnetic chip or card for drawing water. These chips or cards function like 
rechargeable phone cards, are to be available from Council or at any authorised outlet. Charges 
are in kilolitres used. A functional electronic system was purchased in advance ready for future 
installation.  
 
Discussion: 
 
The Plan will positively work in principle. However, the impact of some arising issues such as 
increase of urban traffic and parking due to combined queuing of all sorts of vehicles at the same 
time, social effects to both motorised and footpath traffic using the new toilet and playground 
facilities, design and application of service lanes inside road reserves and most importantly, the 
right approach to the future charging regime and significant effect of huge water drawing 
increases to nearby residences are not well measured.  
The alternative plan. This plan carefully acknowledged the potential problems associated with the 

original plan. An alternative solution is made and adopted as shown: 
 

1. Harlequin Stand Pipe. This 50 mm diameter stand pipe remains the same but still to 
relocate from its current location to a new site on the same side of the street. Usual small 
water drawers can use this facility and the only evident traffic change will come from 
tourists and general public using the proposed new toilet and playground facilities around 
the area. The important issue of low water pressure is removed and households will 
continually enjoy the usual benefits of having enough water pressure for daily use. 

 
The already purchased electronic transaction system will draw its power from a post three 
metres away from this new stand pipe.  
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2. Industrial stand pipe de-commissioning. This 75 mm diameter stand pipe will be de-
commissioned permanently but will be relocated to its former location at Onyx Street 
where underground piping and fittings are already in place. Huge commercial water 
carriers using this facility will not cause traffic and nuisance problems. A similar 
electronically operated system is to be installed; however power supply requirement is not 
analogous to the Harlequin Street stand pipe. Cabling works from the nearest electric post 
is far more expensive and therefore, solar energy is sought because of lower installation 
and operational costs. 

 
Charging Regime – a dilemma. Stand pipes are electronically operated. All transactions are 
monitored by the supplier of the electronic money receiver system and Council only to receive 
monthly reports and earnings. This is a straight forward handling of transactions and monitoring is 
easy.  
 
Argument arises on how stand pipe users should pay similar or higher rates outside the current 
water rates charged to people. The solution is not as complex should residents of Lightning Ridge 
pay their water bills through a user-pay system. Under the current scheme, most households 
have water meters installed but Council only charges each assessed household a fixed base rate 
annually. These assessed households enjoy unlimited water usage throughout the year. It is 
possible that some assessed households are also using the Harlequin Street stand pipe facility 
but the fact is unfortunately unknown.  
 
The most pressing difficulty is balancing a well-measured effect of charging future users against 
current assessed local users. To successfully implement water charges, it is only prudent that the 
following actions are to take place:  
 

 Implement a new user-pay charging regime to all households and stand pipe users. 
Council start communicating with households and stand pipe users regarding this plan. 

 Establish reading thresholds to already existing water meters, replace and/or install new 
water meters to households who have none. 

 Provide acceptable notices to households as to when new charges takes effect. 
 
Relevant Documents 
 
Management Plan 2009-2013      
Water Directorate Guidelines 2009 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council may generate an estimated gross extra earning of $75,000 annually from stand pipes. 
This revenue will further increase should a new user-pay system be introduced to all 
households instead of continually applying standard base rates. 
 

Recommendation: 

1. That Council defer the introduction of stand pipe water charges until a new user 
pay pricing regime is implemented in July 2010. 
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26. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – WATER UTILITIES 
SHARING GROUP  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services  

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo O Coralde – Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   032/05/01/05 

 

 
Summary: 
 
On 26 May 2009 the Walgett Shire Council adopted the Memorandum of Understanding 
Agreement in principle. Three of the original councils (Walgett Shire Council, Moree Plains Shire 
Council and Gwydir Shire Council) who initially participated in developing this agreement signed 
the document. Narrabri Shire Council resolved not to sign. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background) 
 
With the three Councils in participation, the first stage of „Water Utilities Sharing Group‟ 
development is completed. These councils are now ready to formalise the composition of the 
first Management Board as referred to Section 8.2 – Structure of Group: 
 

 A Councillor shall be appointed from each Council 

 The General Manager from each Council 
 
The term of a Councillor member is one year. 
 
Relevant Documents: 
 
Secure and Sustainable Urban Water Supply and Sewerage Services for Non-Metropolitan New 
South Wales (March 2009) Report – Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 
Letter to the Minister of DWE regarding the Inquiry dated 18 March 2009  
Memorandum of Understanding (Water Utilities Sharing Group) Report on 28 May 2009 – 
Director of Infrastructure Services 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Moree Plains Shire Council 
Gwydir Shire Council 
 
Community Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1. Council nominates Councillor ………….. as member of the first Management 

Board. 
 
2. Council appoint the Director of Urban Infrastructure Services as the official 

technical representative to the Technical Sub-Committee of the Water Utilities 
Resource Sharing Group. 

 
3. Council authorises the General Manager to advise the Minister of Water and 

Energy for information of the formation of the Water Utilities Sharing Group and to 
forward a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding to the Minister. 

 

  
 
Attachments: 

 
Memorandum of Understanding 
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27. SALE OF 26 EUROKA STREET, WALGETT  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Fred Coralde– Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   005/02/09/00 

 

 
Summary:  
 
At the April Council Meeting, it was resolved that Council give right of purchase, at fair market 
value to the staff occupant, Mr. Les Greene at 26 Euroka St Walgett who has occupied this 
dwelling for the past 43 years. Over this time, Mr Greene has maintained the property inside 
and out. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background) 
 
The property has a valuation of $105,000 as of May 2009. The land area is 2149 square metres 
including the already fenced off staff car park for the Works Depot located at the back of the 
block.  
 
Mr Greene was notified of the approved resolution and has written back to Council expressing 
his interest in the purchase subject to the reserve price set by Council (Refer to Attachments A 
& B).  
 
The issues. It is understood that the current occupant can place an offer to buy the property 
once the reserve price is known. However, Council needs to confirm if it wishes to sell the whole 
area or retain the car park for Council‟s own use. 
 
Consultation with the Director of Rural Infrastructure Services, Mr Ian Taylor revealed that 
Council has an alternative parking area being the SES land and this can be utilised as another 
car park. However, the already fenced off existing car park can still be used by Council. It has 
been observed that no fixed time is set for the development or eventual transfer of Works 
Depot. 
 
The land area of 2149 square metres is fenced off separately into two blocks. Mr. Greene 
occupies the bigger block while Council uses the smaller block for staff parking. The actual true 
boundary of the whole lot encroaches on the land occupied by the Works Depot by 
approximately at least 1 metre.  
 
Proposed Solution. Council needs to address the encroachment so a survey would be 
required to establish the true boundary. A registered surveyor was engaged and determined the 
extent of encroachment as follows: 
 
a. Actual area of Mr. Greene’s fenced off property 1574 square metres 
b. Actual area of Council’s car park     575 square metres 
 Total area      2149 square metres 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Independent Valuation from Aspect Property Consultants 
Kate Hook Sale – 8 Euroka Street, Walgett 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Mr. L Greene 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Option 1: Selling the whole 2149 square metres.  

 
Council would receive the proceeds of the sale less conveyance costs and survey fees. 
Valuated amount for this property is $ 105,000. 

 
Option 2: Selling the 1574 square metres and retaining 575 square metres. 

 
Based on K. Hook‟s sale of 8 Euroka Street (1,506m2) the proportionate value of 26 Euroka 
Street would equate to $94,000. This would be a fair price for this property. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Not sell the 575 square metres currently utilised as Works Depot parking area. 
 
2. Continue using the 575 square metres of land for Works Depot parking 
 
3. Set fair market value as $94,000 for the 1574 square metres now currently 

occupied by Mr. Les Greene 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Appendix A - Council‟s offer to sell  
Appendix B - Mr. L. Greene‟s expression of interest 
Appendix C – Site Plan 
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28.  TENDERS - PLANT HIRE 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   230/00/80/07 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Tenders calling for standing offers E08007 for the hire of various plant and related services 
have been advertised in accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation.  This 
report recommends that Council accept all conforming tenders submitted to date. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Tenders were called requesting standing offers for casual plant hire.  The tender period is on-
going. 
 
The offer document makes provision for the selection of a plant hire contractor from those offers 
accepted.  Selection must consider: 
 
* Availability 
* Suitability for Council‟s Project Requirements 
* Total Estimated Project Price 
* Documented Past Performance 
* Value for Money 
 
The offer documents include performance specifications and require the contractor to provide 
various insurances to mitigate public liability and worker death and injury risks associated with 
this class of work.  Engagement is based on a Purchase Order Contract and Australian 
Standard 4905 Minor Works contract Conditions. 
 
As the expenditure over a 12 month period with some of the plant hire contractors, or on an 
individual project may exceed the tender threshold of $150,000, it is recommended that Council 
formally accept all conforming offers as follows: 
 
* MJ & GD Barton Transport 
* Coates Hire 
* RGT Cochrane 
* JWF & Y Muller 
* Ausroad Systems 
* J & J Fielding 
 
 
Any further offers received will be referred to Council at its meeting following the assessment of 
such offers. 
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The following offers have been submitted but were nonconforming and require resubmission 
before they can be accepted: 
 
* Hunters Agricultural 
* MAAS Contracting Pty Ltd 
* Warwick Fabrications 
 
These tenderers have been advised of their non-conformances and will be reassessed on 
receipt of a new offer. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Offer Documents E08007 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Costs associated with the engagement of contractors are included in the expenditure of the 
relevant Council service delivery area in the Management Plan. 
 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council accept tenders from the following businesses for E08007 Request for 

Standing Offers: Casual Plant Hire Walgett Shire NSW - 
 
 * MJ & GD Barton Transport 
 * Coates Hire 
 * RGT Cochrane 
 * JWF & Y Muller 
 * Ausroad Systems 
 * J & J Fielding 
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29. ROADS & TRAFFIC AUTHORITY - REPAIR PROGRAM 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   195/04/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Roads and Traffic Authority of NSW (RTA) has finalised the 2009/10 REPAIR Program.  
This report advises Council that its MR 333 Walgett - Carinda Reconstruction and Sealing 
Project was successful in obtaining the maximum available funding under this Program. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Roads and Traffic Authority of NSW (RTA) has finalised the 2009/10 REPAIR Program.  
Council's MR 333 Walgett - Carinda Reconstruction and Sealing Project was successful in 
obtaining the maximum available funding under this Program.  This is in accordance with the 
forecasts in Council's 2009/2010 Budget. 
 
Funding this year is higher than normal as none of Council's projects were successful last year.  
$400,000 was awarded to the project. 
 
Projects are ranked using a points system reviewed by a technical panel. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Roads and Traffic Authority 2009/10 Regional Roads REPAIR Program Projects, 22 June 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the 2009/10 Regional Roads REPAIR Program funding of 

$400,000 awarded to MR333 Walgett - Carinda Road Reconstruction and Sealing 
Project 

 

 
Attachments: 

 
Letter regarding REPAIR Program 
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