
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

23
rd

 June, 2015 

 
 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
at the Walgett Shire Council Chambers on 23rd June, 2015 commencing at 
10.00am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
Please note: 
 
 
Naturalisation Ceremony at 9.30am 
 
2015 Dick Colless Memorial Scholarship Presentation 10.30am 
 
Morning Tea to follow 
  
 
 
Don Ramsland 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest 
as defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or 
involvement or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the 
company or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be 
expected to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a 
pecuniary interest. 
Participation in Meetings despite Pecuniary Interest (S452 Act) 
A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the 
matters/questions detailed in Section 452 of the Local Government Act. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care 
needs to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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1. Opening of Meeting   

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners  

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors  

5. Public Forum Presentations – Nil  

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes/Matters Arising 
 

7.1 Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting held 26 May 2015 

 
Minutes of Ordinary Council meeting – 26 May 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held  26 May 2015, having  been 
circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachment 
Minutes of Meeting held 26 May 2015.  
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports - Nil  

9. Mayoral Minutes  

 
MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 
ONLY FROM MAYOR 
REPORTING SECTION: Governance 
AUTHOR:    Clr David Lane - Mayor 
 

 

 
Wednesday 27th May, NSW Farmers Drought Conference Dubbo. GM and I attended 
meeting discussed options for government assistance to both farmers and businesses, and 
a unified approach to the drought. 
 
Thursday 28th May, Public Forum Lightning Ridge.   
 
Friday 29th May, Public forum Carinda. 
 
Monday 1st June, Western Division meeting Cobar. Local member was present to discuss 
Western Initiative. 
 
Tuesday 2nd June, Meeting with CEO of Western Health District at Lightning Ridge. 
Discussions on what was needed to improve health services.  
 
Thursday 4th June, LGNSW Regional issues conference Sydney. Western councils 
forum was of interest it was agreed to put up a motion to state conference requesting the 
NSW Government create a portfolio of Minister for Rural and Regional Affairs, to replace the 
loss of Minister for Western NSW. 
 
Tuesday 9th June, Public Forum Cumborah. Well attended meeting with some good 
feedback. 
Wednesday 10th June, Public Forum Collarenebri. 
 
Thursday 11th June, Public Forum Walgett. 
 
Friday 12th June, Host Lunch for Governor NSW. Visit by His Excellency General David 
Hurley to Walgett. Deputy Mayor accompanied Governor on the Saturday around Walgett 
Township. 
 
Monday 15th to Wednesday 17th June, ALGA National Conference. Good range of 
speakers from Dep PM, Leader of Opposition, Greens Leader and Greg Hunt Environment 
Minister. Whilst in Canberra had meeting with Mark Coulton MP in relation to drought 
funding for ready projects and Hudson Pear project. 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information only from Mayor 

Recommendation: 
 
That the matters listed by the Mayor for brief mention or information only be received and 
noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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10.  Motions of which Notice has been given – Nil  

11. Presentation of Petitions – Nil 

12. Questions from Last Meeting   
 
Clr Martinez  
 
Question 1 
Can Council correct the sign “Sherman Way” in Lightning Ridge that is currently facing in the 
wrong direction?  
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Clr Murray 
 
Question 1 
Can Council prepare a report to the Council meeting in June in relation to the water meters - 
chargers and pipe sizes?  
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to take appropriate action.  
 
Clr Greenaway  
 
Question 1 
Can Council inspect and repair Regional Road 329, 5 kms east of the Avondale Bridge? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 2 
Can Council investigate the broken rail on a ramp on SR5, north of the Thalaba Bridge and 
Franxton Bridge?  
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Question 3 
Can Council write to RMS requesting to name the bridge that is located on the Gwydir Hwy, 
8.83km east of Collarenebri “Jonny Tomkins Bridge”. 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
 
Clr Woodcock 
 
Question 1 
Can Council prepare a report to the Council Meeting in June, 2015 in regards to the Water 
Fund for Lightning Ridge? 
Response  
The Director Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate action. 
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13.  Reports of Committees/Delegates 

13.1 Minutes of the Work Health & Safety Committee meeting held 28 

May 2015 

 
Minutes of the Work Health & Safety Committee– 28 May 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Work Health and Safety Committee meeting held  28 May 2015, 
having  been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 28 May 2015.  
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13.2 Minutes of the Local Area Traffic Committee held 11 June 2015 

 
Minutes of the Local Area Traffic Committee– 11 June 2015 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That the minutes of the Local Area Traffic Committee meeting held  11 June 2015, having  
been circulated be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachment 

 
Minutes of Meeting held 11 June 2015.  
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14 Reports from Officers  

14.1 GENERAL MANAGER 
 

COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – JUNE 2015 

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland 
FILE NUMBER:   10/154 
 

 
Summary: 
This schedule summarises the action taken in respect of matters considered at the previous 
meeting of Council this year. 

 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions as well as any other matters raised at previous Meetings this year which required 
action and are still outstanding. The exception is for the last meeting where items that have 
been completed are included. Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised 
with the General Manager prior to the meeting.  

 
Current Position: 
Details of Action taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register June 2015 

 
Governance issues: 
Standard procedure dictates that Council resolution should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
Council and Manex Team 

 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

33 
 

Conclusion: 
That the resolutions register be received and noted. It is requested that any queries be 
raised with the General Manager prior to meeting day facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 

 

Council’s Decision Action Report – June 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for June 2015 be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment:  
Resolution Register – June 2015
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RESOLUTION ACTION LIST  

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 11
th

 February 2014 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/4 

That Council considers making provision for $41,250 in the 2014/15 
budget being 50% of the total quoted funds to refurbish/upgrade of the 
existing male jockey’s facilities and the addition of female jockey change 
and washrooms. 
 
Moved:  Clr Greenaway  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility document provided to 
Finance Manager. 
15.04.14 Included in draft 14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget determination.  
14.07.14 $57,000 provision made in budget.  
12.08.14 Grant approved. Additional budget 
required at September QBRS.  
18.09.14 Meeting to be convened with showground 

users to firm up design and commence works. 
Meeting held 26.09.14. Awaiting plans from the 
Jockey Club.  
18.11.14 Still awaiting plans from Dick James, 
regular follow up taking place.. 
01.12.14 Still awaiting plans.  
03.02.15 Plans received. Matching funds in 
December QBRS. Director Regulatory Services 
reviewing approval requirements.   
24.03.15 Meeting held with 
Showground/Racecourse representatives to 
finalise plans. Work to be completed prior to June 
Race Meeting. 
28.04.15 Draughtsman  engaged to draw up plans 
26.05.15 Contractor engaged, work proceeding   

Director Corporate 
Services  

 
 
Completed June 2015. 

 

2/2014/19 

1.That Council endorse the proposed replacement or refurbishment the 
Gray Park toilet block.  
2.That Council consider making provision in the 2014/2015 budget of an 
amount of $75,000 for the replacement or refurbishment of the existing 
amenities block in Gray Park  
3.That Council also investigate the Walgett caravan park toilets. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Woodock 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Capital feasibility document provided to 
Finance Manager. Assets Officer requested to 
prepare a condition assessment for Alex Trevallion 
Park Toilets (Walgett Caravan Park toilets).  
15.04.14 Included in draft 14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget determination. Trevallion 
Park Toilets review not yet commenced.  
16.06.14 Gray Park Toilet project not included in 
budget. New Property Officer undertaking 
inspection and report.  
14.07.14 Application for 50% funding submitted 
under the Community Building Partnerships 
Program.  
12.08.14 Awaiting outcome of grant application.  
10.10.14 No further update.  
18.11.14 Awaiting outcome of grant application.  
01.12.14 Advice on grant application due 
December. 
03.02.15 Grant application unsuccessful. Provision 
made in Dec QBRS for $75,000 including funding. 
24.03.15 Specification inviting quotations 
advertised.  
28.04.15 project specs revised  
26.05.15 kit ordered, quotations invited for 
construction.  
23.06.15 Kit purchased , contractor engaged, 

Director Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25
th

 March 2014 

construction end of June.  

 
 

2/2014/20 

That consideration for provision to be made in the 2013/2014 budget for 
an amount of $20,000 to conduct an investigation and development of 
options for the design and upgrade of the administration building air 
conditioning system. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Specifications being developed.  
15.04.14 Submissions close  
20.05.14 Tenders received to be considered at 
June meeting.  
16.06.14 Project working group formed to assess 
tenders.  
14.07.14 Project team meeting on 15 July to review 
tender spec.  
12.08.14 Tenders due 18 August.  
10.10.14 Project under review by GM.  
18.11.14 Project under review. 
03.02.15 Project under review.  
24.03.15 Project under review 

28.04.15 Project to be considered in 15/16 budget. 
23.06.15 $200,000 funding provision in 15/16 Draft 
Budget.  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11th February 
2014 

2/2014/39 

1. That the content of the report be noted. 
2.That the actions of the Acting General Manager to engage Lawyer 
Piper Alderman under the funding agreement with Bentham IMF Ltd be 
endorsed. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.03.14 Matter ongoing. 
15.04.14 Matter ongoing. Awaiting proof of debt 
from lawyers. 
20.05.14 Proof of claim lodged with liquidators by 
lawyers.  
14.07.14 Proof of claim admitted by liquidators.  
12.08.14 Awaiting further update. 
01.12.14 Ongoing.   
03.02.15 Matter ongoing. Change of lawyer to 
Squire Patton Boggs.  
24.03.15 Matter ongoing no further update. 
28.04.15 Matter ongoing – no further update 
26.05.15 $200,000 in draft 2015/16 budget  
23.06.15 Advice received that pymt of interim 
dividend will be made around mid-July.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

25th March 
2014 

5/2014/35 

That Council consider a provision in the Draft 2014/15 Budget of 
$150,000 for a new Unified Communications telephone system and 
associated data infrastructure upgrade. Subject to funding it is further 
recommended that Council proceed to stage 2 being the preparation of 
tender documentation and the calling of tenders. 
 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

15.04.14 Included in draft 14/15 budget. 
20.05.14 Awaiting budget determination.  
16.06.14 No funds provided in 2014/15 budget.  
14.07.14 Provision made in final adopted budget. 
Consultant finalising tender spec.  
12.08.14 Tender advertised.  
Tenders closed 09.09.14. Report to October 
meeting 
18.11.14 Project progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on scheduled. Cabling project to 
be finalised.  
03.02.15 Cabling project completed. Unified 
communications system planning well advanced 
prior to site installation.  
24.3.15 Data plan and pricing finalised with Telstra. 
28.04.15 project progressing with install date of 
June 2015 
26.05.15 project progressing with install date of 
June 2015.  

Director Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 29
th

 April 2014 held 8 May 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 27
th

 May 2014 

23.06.15 Training scheduled with final instalment 
end of June.   

8 May 2014 7/2014/13 

That Council undertake negotiations with Transponder Technologies to 
develop a scope of works and quotation for the supply, installation and 

commissioning of a Point of Sale system at both the Harlequin St and 
Onyx St standpipes in Lightning Ridge. 
 
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

20.05.14 Awaiting further information.  
16.06.14 Request for detailed proposal made 
again on 16 June.  
14.07.14 Detailed proposal to be provided by 16 
July 2014 with report to August meeting. 
12.08.14 Company has had further discussions 
with DCS and DUS. 
18.09.14 Further clarification on some aspects 
being sought.  

10.10.14 Further discussions held with supplier. 
Pricing, modelling and further cost benefit 
analysis required.  
18.11.14 No further progress. 
01.12.14 No further progress.  
03.02.15 Project not progressed.  
24.03.15 Project not progressed. 
28.04.15 Project not progressed 
26.05.15 Alternative pricing process being 
progressed as part of Grawin Bore cost 
recovery. 
23.06.15 as above  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/10 

1. That Council obtain detailed report on cost of running all sporting 
services in Walgett Shire. 
2. That naming rights for the Lightning Ridge Pool are investigated. 
Moved:  Clr Lane 
Seconded: Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

02.06.14 Report being prepared for August 2014 
meeting 
18.09.14 Deferred to October meeting.  
22.10.14 Deferred to April meeting.  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 8/2014/12 

 
That Council approve the disposal of identified e-waste and the Reserve e-
waste be engaged to remove and dispose of the e-waste at no cost to 
Council 
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

16.06.14 Project proceedings with next stage to 
stack and wrap on pallets.  
14.07.14 Project progressing.  
12.08.14 Project progressing. 
18.09.14 Project on hold due to other priorities.  
10.10.14 Project on hold. Interest in participating 
to be sought from Brewarrina and Bourke 
Councils.  
18.11.14 Project yet to be progressed.  
01.12.14 Project on hold due to other priorities.  
03.02.15 Service provider now requires e-waste 
to be shipped to Sydney. Alternative options 
being investigated. 
24.03.15 Alternative options still being pursued. 
28.04.15 alternative options still being pursued 
26.05.15 project on hold due to other priorities. 
23.06.15 as above  

Director Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24
th

 June 2014 

27 May 2014 8/2014/21 

That the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to negotiate 2-3 year 
options on suitable land for commercial development in the Walgett CBD 
and also negotiate in relation to the possible commercial redevelopment of 
the carpark off Neilly Street, Walgett.  
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations continuing.  
22.10.14 Awaiting draft MOU.  
1.06.15 MOU being delayed because of ongoing 
drought conditions  

General Manager 

 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Clr Taylor 
Can Council investigate the possibility of implementing a user pays system 
at the Burren Junction Bore Baths? 
  
Response 
The General Manager advised that investigations will take place as part of 
Council’s review of Shire wide services. 

General 
Manager 

27.05.14 The General Manager advised that 
investigations will take place as part of Council’s 
review of Shire wide services. 
15.09.14 Being prepared for October 2014 
Meeting. 
22.10.14 Preparation of report delayed until 
November meeting.  
12.6.15 Will now be part of detailed review of 
‘user pay’ facilities. 

General Manager 

Completed 10.6.15 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Lane 
There are currently no precinct committees in operation in Lightning Ridge, 
Walgett and Grawin. Should we encourage residents to get these 
committees up and running again? 
 

General 
Manager 

 
27.05.14 General Manager to investigate. The 
General Manager also advised that the 
Collarenebri Precinct Committee is in the 
process of being re-established as the Town 
Improvement Committee. 
10.6.15 At this stage little interest exists in 
forming precinct committees anywhere in the 
Shire 

General Manager 

Completed 10.6.15 

27 May 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

Clr Martinez 
Can 3 grids north of Lightning Ridge on the O’Brien’s property be 
addressed? 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Has been scheduled for inspection( 19/06/2014) 
14.07.14 Received three written quotations for 
fencing works. As per Grid policy, $4000 per grid 
can be contributed towards the removing the 
grid. 
12.08.14 Discussion took place with Mr O’Brien 
and waiting on his response.  
24.03.15  Received a letter re: the fencing work. 
Council advised him in writing about the Grid 
Policy and can pay only $4,000 per grid. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/14 

 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the report on the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage 
Advisor, Ray Christison, during 2013-2014. 
2. Endorse and adopt the following documents, as prepared by Walgett 
Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison: 
 (a) Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2013-2014. 
 (b) Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2014-2017. 
3.Endorse submission of the documents to the Heritage Branch of the 
NSW Department of Planning & Environment. 
4.Note that Ray Christison of High Ground Consulting has advised Walgett 
Shire Council that he will cease providing heritage advisory services as 
soon as Council can find a replacement advisor. 
5.Write to Ray Christison and thank him for his work as Walgett Shire 
Council’s heritage advisor from 2008 until 2014. 
6.Seek expressions of interest for a new Heritage Advisor: 
 (a) Consistent with the document titles “How to Establish a Heritage 
Advisor Service”, published by Heritage Branch, NSW Office of 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Director Planning & Regulatory Services is 
currently consultation with the Bourke and 
Brewarrina Shire Councils as part of a resource 
sharing initiative of the Outback Shires Alliance. 
Meeting held  10/9/2014 at Brewarrina to meet 
with Brewarrina  heritage advisor and discuss 
resource sharing.  
31.10.14 Council wrote to Office Environment & 
Heritage regarding facilitating sharing of Heritage 
Advisor  

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 
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Environment & Heritage, July 2011. 
 (b) Where feasible, in consultation with the Bourke and Brewarrina Shire 
Councils as part of a resource sharing initiative of the Outback Shires 
Alliance. 
Moved: Clr Cooper  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the fencing and ramps to be installed on Gerard 
O’Brien’s property? 
Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.06.14 The Director Engineering Services 
advised that Expressions of Interest close on 
Friday 4 July 2014. 
11.09.2014 – Waiting for response. 
 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

 
Does Council currently have a Carpenter on staff? 
Clr Greenaway 

General 
Manager 

24.06.14 The General Manager advised that 
Council do not currently have a Carpenter, 
however are interested in hiring one. Council’s 
current Building Maintenance Officer does 
undertake small tasks in the main administration 
building. 
10.6.15 NFFF 

General Manager 

Completed 10.6.15 

24 June 2014 
Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Coonabarabran to Mungindi Road 
Improvement Programme? 
Clr Greenaway 
 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 
24.06.14 The General Manager advised that 
Council have undertaken a feasibility study and 
are now waiting for response from Kevin 
Humphries MP who is coordinating the 
programme. Director of Engineering is to contact 
Mr Humphries to investigate where matter is up 
to. 
14.07.14 Discussed with Mayor of Narrabri Shire 
Council on 7/7/2014 regarding the project.  He 
will contact with Kevin Humphries for further 

updates. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/21  

1. That the General Manager be authorised to take the necessary steps to 
resolve outstanding Title issues. 
2. That Council draft a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the 
development and exchange of the Neilly Street Carpark. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 All owners contacted and in process of 
arranging transfers.  
21.10.14 Solicitors advised matter nearing 
resolution. 
10.6.15 Councils Solicitors have advised all 
parties contacted and necessary documentation 
is in the process of being signed. 

General Manager 

 

24 June 2014 9/2014/22 

1. That a detailed review of Council’s staff housing stock be carried out in 
the 2014/15 financial year with a view to preparing not only not only a 
routine maintenance programme but also a capital upgrade and 
replacement programme as well.  
2. Further that Council reaffirm the approach of transferring the income 
from any property sales to a cash backed reserve to provide for future 
property development. 
3. Council obtain quotes for upgrade of work to the 6 Vaughn Place 
property and undertake work as necessary. 
 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Corporate 

Services 

14.07.14 Matter referred to Property Officer to 
obtain work schedule and cost. 
12.08.14 Awaiting report from builder.  
18.09.14 Review ongoing, tenders advertised for 
refurbishment of 6 Vaughn Place.  
10.10.14 Quotations being obtained.  
01.12.14 Analysis of property reports for overall 
works programs ongoing. Contract for 6 Vaughn 
Place awarded to GBC Builders.  
8.2.15 Work commenced on 6 Vaughan Place 
28.04.15 6 Vaughn place  completed – property 
inspections in progress.  
26.05.15 Inspection program ongoing.  
23.06.15 as above  

Director Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 22
nd

 July 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26
th

 August 2014 

22 July 2014 10/2014/16 

1.  That repairs to the existing lights on the western towers be 
undertaken at an estimated cost of $10,000 subject to unspent funds 
being brought forward from the 2013/2014 Parks and Reserves Capital 
Maintenance Vote. 
2. That an application be submitted under the Sport and Recreation 
Facility Development Program for 50% funding of a total upgrade of the 
Spider Brown Oval lights and if successful, that matching funding be 
provided from Parks and Reserves Capital Maintenance Vote in the 
2015 / 2016 Budget. 
 
Moved: Clr Walford 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

12.08.14 LRE to undertake lightning repairs.  
18.09.14 Work completed, funding program not 
yet open.  
10.10.14 Application being developed. Program 
open and closes on 31 October 2014.  
01.12.14 Awaiting outcome of grant application.  
03.02.15 Advice received that application was 
unsuccessful.  
24.03.15 Project remains on programme for 
future grant opportunities. 
28.04.15 Grant approved – funding in current 
budget quotation to undertake work close 
25/5/15. 
23.06.15 project nearing completion  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next 
meeting 

There are parts of fencing, doors and windows missing from a house on 
the corner of Morilla and Gem Streets which looks untidy. Can Council 
issue an order for the property to be tidied up? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate 
 
Clr Lane 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

The residence is boarded up, ongoing 
investigation, monitoring by P&R staff is 
occurring currently. 8/9/2014. . Owner has 
advised that unsecured buildings will be made 
secure. 
Inspection undertaken 28.1.15. Notice of 
intention to issue an order issued 24.3.15 re 
rubbish & unsecure buildings 
Order issued 15-4-2015. 
Verbal response from owner 22-4-2015 
indicating they will clean up & intend to sell land. 
 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

22 July 2014 
Questions 
next 
meeting 

What is the progress of works to be undertaken at the Lightning Ridge 
IGA? 
Response  
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that propping has 
been put in place and an engineer has approved this propping. Council 
recently wrote to the IGA owner requesting information regarding 
permanent propping with no response. The Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services will follow up response. 
 
Clr Cooper 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Ongoing correspondence between Council and 

IGA owner relating to permeant propping, 

currently no indication as to when design shall 

be completed by Engineers.  

In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 building owner’s legal 

representative expects work to commence late 

March 2015 to implement permanent 

remediation measures.  

Plans for permanent rectification measures 

supplied 24-4-2015.  Council responded with 

letter dated 7-5-2015 indicating plans are 

inadequate. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/11 

1. That Council receive and note the General Manager’s Report in 
respect of fund balances held at 30 June 2014 this report, confirm the 
amount of $4213641.52 shown as internally restricted reserves and 
endorse the carried forward expenditure of $828,052.00 (General Fund), 
$274,110.00 (Water Funds),$350,000.00 (Sewerage Funds) and 
$69,607 (Waste Funds). 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

1. No further action required. 
2. Currently being investigated.  
23.06.15 no future progress 

Director Corporate 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 23
rd

 September 2014 

 

2. Further, that a report be prepared outlining what courses of action are 
available to Council  to utilise Minor Fund surpluses  to address 
Council’s infrastructure backlog and improve its 
future sustainability. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Lane 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/13 

That That Council consider the revised draft Memorandum of 
Understanding and determine whether or not it is keen on proceeding 
with the concept and, if so, how to best further the development of the 
‘whole of community” in partnership with key local organisations. 
Moved: Clr Lane 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 MOU discussions arranged.  
22.10.14 Discussions ongoing with WAMS  
10.6.15 NFA 

General Manager 

Completed 10.6.15 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/21 

 
That Council advise the Burren Junction community that if a partnership 
arrangement can be established between the Burren Junction 
community and the Department of Education with regards to the Burren 
Junction School of Arts Hall, Council will; 
1. Consider re-opening the main hall for restricted use after completing 
repairs estimated to cost $67,000 including the replacement of guttering. 
2. Hold a further community meeting at Burren Junction on Thursday 17 
September 2014 at 5:30pm at the Burren Junction RSL. 
3. Apply for heritage funding grants to carry out necessary renovations 
to the hall.  
 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded: Clr Lane 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

Meeting at Burren Junction held 17.09.14 
10.10.14 Further community meeting held 
17.09.14. Scope of works to be developed by 
working group before meeting at Burren 
Junction.  
18.11.14 Project progressing on schedule. 
01.12.14 Project on schedule.  
03.02.15 Hall re-opened for restricted use. 
Longer term plan for complete restoration to be 
developed.  
24.03.15 Repairs to guttering & downpipes 
approved by Heritage advisor. To be funded 
from Heritage grant 
28.03.15 repairs to guttering and down pipes 
completed 
26.05.15 project to be progressed as new 
funding options arise.  
23.06.15 as above  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

26 August 
2014 

11/2014/35 

1. That the Mayor and General Manager be delegated authority to 
accept offers for Lot 157 DP 882747, and Lot 156 DP 882747 in 
Council’s Industrial Subdivision, and that any necessary documentation 
be executed under the Common Seal of Council.  
2. That the proceeds of sale be transferred to Council’s Property 
Development Reserve.  
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded:  Clr Cooper 

General 
Manager 

15.09.14 Negotiations continuing.  General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

12/2014/22 

 
That Council consider inviting local residents to register their interest in 
participating drought relief employment projects as a means to being 
able to justify the funding for such projects. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

22.10.14 Advertisements forms and press 
releases being drafted.  
24.03.15 Ongoing 
10.6.15 Funding Announcement made $1.5m for 
infrastructure  

General Manager 

 

23 September 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Opal FM have been unsuccessful in obtaining ongoing funding. Can 
Council look into giving financial assistance to Opal FM? 
Clr Taylor 

General 
Manager 

23.09.14 GM requested further info from Opal 
FM 
24.3.15 Awaiting letter 
1.5.15 still no letter from Opal FM 

General Manager 

Completed 21.05.15 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28
 
October 2014 

Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 25 November 2014 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a roundabout be put in place in Fox Street near the BP? 
Clr Murray 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

28.10.14 Council is to forward the request to the 
Local Area Traffic Committee Meeting for 
consideration. 
03.02.15 Matter referred to LATC. Due to cost 
this will not go ahead.  
24.3.15 Has been discussed at RMCC meeting 
and advised to apply with revised data and case 
study 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

28 October 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge IGA matter? 
Clr Woodcock 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Letter sent 16 October 2014 requesting 
confirmation of who has been appointed as the 
engineer and expected time frame for completion 
of permanent remediation works. 
In e-mail dated 19-1-2015 building owner’s legal 
representative expects work to commence late 
March 2015 to implement permanent 
remediation measures. 
Plans for permanent rectification measures 
supplied 24-4-2015.  Council responded with 
letter dated 7-5-2015 indicating plans are 
inadequate 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

15/2014/15 

1. That the WSC AFM Quotation and Tender Thresholds and WSC 
Purchasing Policy and Procedures be rescinded. 
2. That the Procurement and Tendering Policy and Policy Procedure be 
adopted.  
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Murray 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

01.12.14 Policy and procedure to be 
implemented.  
03.02.15 Awaiting meeting of contractors.  
28.04.15 Awaiting meeting of contractors  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can a report be brought to Council regarding changing the name of the 
Gundabloui Road to the Mungindi Road as it was previously named? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

11.12.14 A report is to be prepared for the 
February Council Meeting.  
6.3.15 Planning Department is working on it. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council write to Kevin Humphries MP requesting that mental health 
services within the Shire are better coordinated and have a more regular 
presence? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 
Clr Murray 

General 
Manager 

04.12.14 Letter being drafted.  
10.06.15 New Minister Appointed  

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Walgett fishermen have noted that they have recently not been able to 
access the Weir. Why are they not able to access the weir now? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate 
Clr Taylor 

General 
Manager 

04.12.14 Private property access issues being 
researched.   

General Manager 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council install water meters to properties outside of Lightning Ridge 
near the tip? 
Response 
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services advised that Council 
cannot install water meters outside of the town area. He further advised 
that a report on illegal use of the town water supply was brought to 

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

02.12.14 Response provided at meeting by  
Director Planning and Regulatory Services 
Updated report currently being drafted for 
submission to Council. 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 17 December 2014 

Council recently.  Council resolved to seek legal advice, and he will be 
submitting that  advice to Council in conjunction with an updated report. 
Clr Taylor 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the Lightning Ridge Post Office issue? 
Response 
The Mayor advised that he has been informed by Mr Mark Coulton MP 
that Australia Post are planning to take over the Post Office from the 
current Post Master. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

11.12.14 Waiting for advice from Australia Post.  
24.03.15 No further update. 
28.04.15 No further update on this matter 
26.05.15 no further update 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

25 November 
2014 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can flags be installed in Morilla and Opal Streets in Lightning Ridge as 
part of the Main Street Beautification Project? 
Response 
The General Manager to investigate. 
Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

04.12.14 To be listed for discussion at next 
consultation session.in 2015 

General Manager 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/6 

That an invitation be extended to the NSW Minister for Education Mr 
Adrian Piccoli MP to review the effectiveness of the Connected 
Communities concept at the  Walgett Community College as it 
does not appear to be meeting whole of community expectations. 
2.That a copy of the invitation letter is provided to Kevin Humphries MP.  
Moved: Clr Murray 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

17.12.14 Letter sent awaiting response 
28.3.15 letter sent   
10.06.15 report to June council meeting  

General Manager 

Complete June 2015 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/14 

1. That Council note the content of the report and that the list be 
reviewed by councillors and staff for accuracy and omissions. 
2.That Councillors Keir, Greenaway and Woodcock meet with Council 
staff after the February 2015 meeting to review the report.  
Moved: Clr Keir 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Review meeting scheduled for after the 
February Council Meeting 
24.03.15 Further draft to be provided to 
Councillors following review meeting. 
28.04.15 Project proceeding  
26.05.15 Project proceeding 
23.06.15 curtains ordered and painting 
contracted, boards to be finalised in July 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

16/2014/19 

That this item is deferred until a response is received from the NSW 
RFS Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons regarding the issues raised by 
Clr Murray in his Motion of Notice. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

23.01.15 Work in progress.  
Director Engineering 
Services 

 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next 
Meeting 

The undercover area between the small and large swimming pools in 
Walgett that was previously grassed is now dirt. Can Council 
investigate? 
Response 
The Director Corporate Services advised that a number of options for 
recovering are currently being investigated and appropriate action will be 
taken without any further delay. 
Clr Cooper 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

03.02.15 Work to be undertaken when pool 
closes in April.  
24.03.15 Works scheduled after pool closes 
28.04.15 Contractor to undertake work late 
April/May 
26.05.15 project rescheduled for completion prior 
to 30/06/15 

Director Corporate 
Services 

Project completed June 2015 

 
17 December 

2014 
 

Questions 
Next 
Meeting 

Brian Hannigan has written to Council regarding the misspelling of the 
Hardy’s Lease Road. Can his letter be acknowledged and a response 
sent? 
Response 
The Director of Engineering Services advised that the letter has been 
received, will be acknowledged by letter and appropriate action initiated 
without delay to correct the spelling error. 
Clr Keir 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.3.15 Planning and Regulatory Department is 
working on it. 
 

Director Engineering 
Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 10 February 2015 

17 December 
2014 

16/2014/25 

That Council endorse the proposed reorganisation of Council’s 
functional activities into a three divisional structure and that an 
appropriate consultation process be commenced early in January, 2015 
with a view to a definite proposal being put before Council for 
consideration in February, 2015. 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

General 
Manager 

28.2.14 Report delayed until April 2015 
28.4.15 report adopted – positions being 
advertised  
10.06.15 Report to June meeting  

General Manager 

Completed June 2015 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/11 

That Council: 
1.Continue to evaluate the concept of a Far West Initiative with fellow 
Western Division Councils and play an active role in the further 
development of the concept. 
2.Maintain its involvement with the Outback Shires Alliance and press 
for an expanded role for the Alliance in the Local Government Reform 
process. 
3.Evaluate the concept of a “rural council” and its suitability or otherwise 
for the future operation of Walgett Shire Council. 
4.Prepare a draft “Fit For the Future” proposal for further review and 
consideration 
5.Continue to liaise with both Bourke and Brewarrina Shire in respect of 
action they are taking with regards local government reform. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

General 
Manager 

28.2.14 To be considered in conjunction with 
Western Division Resolutions  
10.06.15 Ongoing  

General Manager 

 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/20 

That Council request the General Manager to undertake a 
comprehensive cost benefit analysis on the provision of primitive 
camping facilities and the role that  they play in the overall tourism 
strategy for the Shire and also investigate the cost of the electricity 
supply to the facility. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

10.6.15 referred to DCS to undertaken review 
Director Corporate 
Services 

 

 
10 February 

2015 
 
 

1/2015/25 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Allocate $8,467 from the Walgett Shire Council Local Heritage Fund 
2014-2015 to maintenance works on the Burren Junction School of the 
Arts hall. 
2.Request that the General Manager arrange discussions between 
Council’s Heritage Advisor and any tradespeople involved to ensure that 
work is done to relevant standards. 
3If any other Local Heritage Fund project fails, then the remaining 
amount shall be allocated to the Burren Junction School of the Arts hall. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Works undertaken to repair gutters and establish 
stormwater connection to street, repair toilet 
eaves and paint new timber work for $6498.64 
GST excl.Funded by grant from for $6498.64 
from Local Heritage Fund on 28-4-2015. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 
 
Completed 28-4-2015 

10 February 
2015 

1/2015/26 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Defer this item to allow for Council staff to prepare a report regarding 
possible funding of 50% of the cost of updating security of premises to a 
pre-determined limit with the upgrade to occur within a specific time 
period. 
2.Council staff also investigate the possibility of requesting business 
owners to repaint premises in heritage colours, with the support of a 
paint company. 
Moved: Clr Taylor 
Seconded:  Clr Keir 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Wendy Azevedo notified of resolution via letter 
dated 26.2.15. 
 
Town Planner drafting request report for March 
2015 Council meeting. 
 
Report to be resubmitted to Council once grant 
offers for premises upgrades publicly notified. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 24 March 2015              

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council encourage the removal of car bodies from the area behind 
the BP service station at Lightning Ridge? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Letter sent to landowner on 11.2.15 requesting 
the removal of 3 car bodies within 1 month. 
Car bodies removed June 2015. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 
Completed June 2015 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council reassess the re-routing of heavy vehicles through Lightning 
Ridge? Can a by-pass be put in place? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.03.15 Lorne Road has been discussed in 
previous meetings as an option for the by-pass. 
Investigating funding for this project. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the bus parking area out the front of the Lightning Ridge School be 
resealed? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.3.15 Has been scheduled 
30.03.15 investigated and estimation is in 
progress 
 
17.06.2015  discussion with Principle is in 
process as the  option to seal on the footpath  
and nature strip is  a  budget concern 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the Environmental Health and Building Surveyor undertake an 
inspection of Walgett Gourmet Foods? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services to investigate. 
Clr Murray 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Inspection undertaken by Snr Environmental 
Health and Building Surveyor on 17.2.15. 
Improvement notice issued 17.2.15 
Re-inspection scheduled for June 2015. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can the drainage issue at Opal Street, Lightning Ridge be investigated? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services advised that the drainage issue was 
resolved last week. 
Clr Martinez 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

24.3.15 Inspection is in progress 
30.03.15 investigation had been carried out and 
discussion with GM is in process 
17.06.2015 -   This should be under Urban  
department control 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council investigate damaged road signs across the Shire? 
Response 
The Director Engineering Services to investigate. 
Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

Engineering department has commences 
inspections by using TABLETS and preparation 
of maintenance program is in progress 

Director Engineering 
Services 

Maintenance and replacement 
of signs are in progress  

10 February 
2015 

Qs next 
meeting 

Keith Hackett from Fire and Rescue Lightning Ridge has been advised 
that there is funding available to update addressing for the opal fields. Is 
this correct? 
Response 
The Director Planning & Regulatory Services advised that there is no 
funding currently available. Council’s GIS Co-ordinator will provide a 
report to Council on the matter. 
Clr Lane 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Report regarding addressing on the opal fields 
currently being drafted. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

2/2015/4 

That Walgett Shire Council write to the minister for Western NSW, The 
Hon Kevin Humphries MP requesting the following:  
1. That Crown lands investigate the establishment of a community based 
trust to manage the Lightning Ridge Crown Reserve.   
2. That the committee should have representatives from LRMA, GGSMA, 
WSC and from the community via ministerial and or local member 
appointments, with technical advisors from Crown Lands and NSW Trade 
and Investment, Division of Resources & Energy. 
3. That the trust elect internally its own executive and Chair. 4 Seek 
funding from Minister to prepare a Management Plan for the Reserve and 

General 
Manager 

20.4.15 Letter to New Minister  
10.06.15 issue being raised with new Minister  

General Manager 
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a feasibility study on the acquisition of potential opal bearing lands. 
Moved: Clr Lane  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock 

24 March 
2015 

 
 

2/2015/5 

That Council investigate the possibility of giving a 50% rate reduction to all 
rate payers within the Shire due to the severe ongoing drought, with the 
exception of Government Departments and Non-Government Offices, for 
next financial year provided we can source an equivalent grant from the 
State or Federal Governments. 
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded: Clr Greenaway 

General 
Manager 

20.4.15 Letter to State and Federal members  
10.6.15 refused at state level, awaiting federal 
response  

General Manager 

 

24 March 
2015 

2/2015/13 

That council adopt the following recommendations for the awarding of the 
2015 Dick Colless Memorial Scholarships: 
Elizabeth Friend $1,800 (Bachelor of Parmacy)  
Georgie Currey          $1,800 (Bachelor of Business Marketing) 
Angus Remond          $1,800(Bachelor of Agri Business) 
Phillipa Beckwith $1,800 (Diploma of Children’s Services – Early 
Children Education & care) 
Arabella Fleming        $1,800 (Bachelor of Primary Education)  
Anna Holcombe          $250 (Bachelor of Agricultural Science)  
Brook Holland             $250 (Bachelor of Primary Education)  
Sky Holland                $250 (Doctor of Physiotherapy) 
Moved: Clr Martinez  
Seconded:  Clr Murray  

General 
Manager 

20.4.15 Presentations being arranged for June 
Meeting  
23.6.15 presentation in June meeting 

General Manager 

 
Completed June 2015 

24 March 
2015 

2/2015/16 

That the report on Grant Income – 2013/14 and 2014/15 be received and 
noted and appropriate publicity be given to the figures in the report.  
Moved: Clr Greenaway   
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

General 
Manger  

20.4.15 Press Release to be drafted  General Manger 

 

 
24 March 

2015 
 

2/2015/20 

That Council review the attached list of councillors and senior staff for 
accuracy and omission and that it be endorsed subject to any further 
amendments. 
Moved: Clr Walford    
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 project proceeding  
26.05.15 project proceeding as part of Council 
Chambers refurbishment  

Director Corporate 
Services 

. 

24 March 
2015 

2/2015/21 

That the report be received and noted and maintenance work to 
commence immediately after the pool closes on 1 April 2015. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 A/D urban services seeking quotations 
for condition/ assessment  
26.05.15 A/D Urban Services seeking quotation 
for condition assessment. 
23.06.15 quotations from consultant engineers 
expert week commencing 22/6 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
2/2015/22 

That Council consider an allocation of $35,000 offset by grant income of 
$17,500 for the construction of a long jump pit in the draft 2015/2016 
budget but provided only if the grant application is successful.  
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 to be considered in draft budget 
2015/16 
26.05.15 in draft budget. Grant funding 
application unsuccessful. Little A’s to reapply in 
July Round 2. 

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

2/2015/24 

That Council resolve to: 
1.Conduct the appropriate public consultation regarding the spelling of the 
Shire Road 26 in compliance with NSW Addressing User Manual – 
October 2014 and the Roads Regulation Act 2008 to confirm that an 
amendment is required. 
2. If no objections are received during the public consultation period, 
Council submits a request to the geographical Names Board of New South 
Wales to have the spelling of SR26 amended to ‘Hardy’s Lease Road’. 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

7-4-15 Letters sent to affected landholders 
regarding proposed name change. 
Advertised in newspaper column for 5 weeks.  
Consultation ended 15 May 2015 with no 
submissions received. Letter sent to 
Geographical Names Board on 26-5-2015 
requesting name to be amended. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

46 
 

3. Update all Council records and mapping pertaining to SR236 with the 
amended spelling. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Taylor 

24 March 
2015 

 
2/2015/27 

That Walgett Shire Council resolves to: 
 
1. Allocate $100,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to $:$ in kind 
contributions in the B2 Local Centre zone for fascia upgrades, including 
security measures, subject to Council approval (works must demonstrate 
improved visual amenity). 
2.   Allocate $40,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to new plantings 
in the B2 Local 
Centre zone. 
3.  Allocate $20,000 of the Walgett CBD upgrade budget to festoon lighting 
in the B2 Local Centre zone 
4. Give public notification of the Walgett CBD Upgrade Strategy for a 
minimum of 28 days, by: 
- Advertising the strategy in the Walgett Spectator. 
- Making the strategy available as a pdf file via Council’s web site. 
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded:  Clr Walford  

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory 
Services 

Newspaper advertising commenced in Walgett 
Spectator 2,9 &16 April  
 
Proposal document published on Council web 
site.  
 
One public submission supporting proposed 
grants. 
 
Adverting & mail out regarding grant offer 
imminent. 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
 

1/2015/31 

1. That council accept the Restart NSW funding Offer in the amount of 
$819,000 for “Gundabloui Road and $1,116,000 for Bugilbone Road 
Upgrade Project”. 
2. That Council execute the Restart NSW funding deed signed under the 
Common Seal of the Council.  
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway     

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

25.03.15 Draft deed agreement has been 
submitted to infrastructure NSW  
17.06.2015 – Council waiting for the  signed 
deed agreement. 

Director Engineering 
Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
2/2015/33 

1.That Council acknowledge the Work Health and Safety Officer’s report 
Apex Park 
Fencing. 
2. That Council endorse the recommendation to permanently remove the 
play area fencing and install appropriate signage. 
Moved: Clr Martinez  
Seconded:  Clr Walford  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Proposed sign will be tabled  
on next WHS Committee 
meeting for endorsement then 
the fence will be removed with 
signage installed. 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Has Mr Jan Zamlicka’s outstanding rates payment and issue been 
resolved? 
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and organise a meeting with Mr Jan 
Zamlicka. 
Clr Cooper  

General 
Manager  

20.4.15 waiting return from leave  
23.06.15 still away   

General Manager 

 

24 March 

2015 
 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can council appoint a team to fix road and information signs across the 
shire that are damaged or missing? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

Director 

Engineering 
Services 

Work in progress 
Director Engineering 
Services 

Maintenance and replacement 
of signs are in progress 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is happening with the disabled toilet at the Lightning Ridge Visitor 
Information Center? 
Response 
The Director of Corporate Services advised that the budget allocation of 
$10,000 was insufficient  
Clr Woodcock 

Director of 
Corporate 
Services 

28.04.15 project needs to be re-allocated to 
15/16 draft budget 
26.05.15 included in draft 15/16 budget  

Director of Corporate 
Services 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

47 
 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council investigate installing a shade structure over the play 
equipment in the Lions Park at Lightning Ridge? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Infrastructure on Lions Park is 
not Council’s asset. Cost of 
shade cloth is approx. $8,500. 
Completed June 2015 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council review the ‘No dogs’ sign in the Lions Park to ensure visitors 
are not turned away?  
Response 
The Director Planning and Regulatory Services to investigate. 
Clr Taylor  

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

Revised signage erected at park entrances June 
2015 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

 
Completed June 2015 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the progress of the removal of the old wrecks located behind the 
PB in Lightning Ridge? 
Response  
The Acting Director Planning and Regulatory Services advised that a letter 
has been issued to the landowner.  
Clr Taylor 

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

Letter sent to landowner on 11.2.15 requesting 
the removal of 3 car bodies within 1 month. 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

 

 
24 March 

2015 
 
 

Qs next 
meeting 

What is the update on the street sweeper in Lighting Ridge? 
Response  
The General Manager advised that Council is considering purchasing own 
sweeper as part of its plant replacement program. 
Clr Taylor  

General 
Manager 

20.4.15 Referred to plant Committee  General Manager 

 

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council write a letter to Narran Lake Nature Reserve requesting for 
the reserve to open 3-4 times per year for tourists? 
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to investigate 
Clr Murray  

General 
Manager  

20.4.15 letter to NLNR General Manager  

 

24 March 
2015 

 
 

Qs next 
meeting 

Has the issue/s with Howard Wilson’s rates been resolved?  
Response 
The General Manager advised that he will arrange a meeting with Mr. 
Wilson  
Clr Murray  

General 
Manager 

01.06.15 Meeting being held General Manager 

 

Completed June  

24 March 
2015 

 

Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council arrange for the drain at the top of Opal Street in Lighting 
Ridge to be cleaned? 
Response 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate. 
Clr Lane  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 

24 March 
2015 

 
2/2015/38 

1.That Council receive and note the report 
2. That Council endorse the action taken by General Manager to 
commence the weir raising project 
3. Resolve the issue of ownership of the weir and approve to raise the weir 
height. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway 
Seconded:  Clr Walford 

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
Services 

 
 
Consultant engaged  
Site investigation is scheduled 
on 25-26th June 2015 

 
24 March 

2015 
 
 

2/2015/39 

That Council request an urgent meeting with the Minister for Education, Mr 
Adrian Piccoli either in Walgett or in Sydney to discuss the recent very 
troubling events at the Walgett Community College in an endeavour to 
resolve ongoing educational issues which are having an extremely 
detrimental effect on the social fabric of Walgett.  
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

General 
Manager  

29.3.15 letter sent  
10.6.15 report to June meeting  

General Manager  

Completed June 2015 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 28 April 2015 

 
24 March 

2015 
 
 

2/2015/40 

That Council undertake fencing projects which have been delayed by 
ongoing drought conditions at both Collarenebri and Walgett as day labour/ 
contract projects with a view to having both projects completed by late 
April/ early May.   
Moved: Clr Murray   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway    

General 
Manager  

 General Manager 

 

 
 

28 April 2015 
 
 

3/2015/11 

Recommendation: 
That Council receive and note the General Manager’s report, endorse the 
action being taken, and delegate authority to vary Council’s Organisational 
Structure should the need arise to engage additional staff. 

General 
Manager  

21.5.15 Awaiting formal advice 
10.6.15 awaiting final action of grant guidelines  

General Manager 

 
 

 
 

28 April 2015 
 
 

3/2015/12 

Recommendation: 
That Council establishes a Drought Recovery and Resilience Plan for 
Walgett Shire through workshop consultation with Councillors and the 
Community. 

General 
Manager  

21.5.15 workshop to be held 25.6.15 General Manager 

 

 
28 April 2015 

 
 

3/2015/13 

1. That Council pursue the retention of the National Australia Bank in 
Walgett  
2. That an invitation be extended to the ‘Decision Makers’ from NAB to 
meet with the Walgett community. 
3. That Council support a petition for retaining the Banking facility and 
present it to the NAB Board 
4. That Council explore whether other Financial Institutions would be 
interested in establishing in Walgett. 

General 
Manager  

21.5.15 actioned 
10.6.15 report to June Meeting  

General Manager 

 

 
28 April 2015 

 
3/2015/16 

Recommendation:                             
That should the proposed closure proceed Council withdraw NAB Term 
Deposits as they fall due and advise the National Bank of Australia 
accordingly. 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

26.05.15 Council direction implemented  
23.06.15 Investment with NAB resumed 
following revoked of closure decision.  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

 
 

28 April 2015 
 
 
 

3/2015/20 

Recommendation: 
1. That Council request a revised quote from A1 Tree Service for the 
remove of all identified Athol Pine Trees in Gray Park 
2. That Council approve the removal of all identified Athol Trees in Gray 
Park 
3. That other suitable tree species be planted to replace the removed trees 
and irrigation is to be fitted. 

Director 
Corporate 
Services  

26.05.15 Revised quote to remove 18 trees is 
$15,840 
23.06.15Removal and replanting of ten trees and 
associated irrigation planned in July.  

Director Corporate 
Services 

 

28 April 2015 3/2015/24 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.Note the letter dated 5 March 2015 from NSW Trade and Investment - 
Crown Lands regarding multiple occupancies and subdivision on the 
Western Lands Leases 14600 and 10844, and  
2. Resolve to respond by letter to NSW Trade and Investment - Crown 
Lands as per the draft response letter attached to this report. 

Director 
Planning & 
Regulatory  

Letter sent 29 April as per Council resolution  
Director Planning & 
Regulatory 

 
Completed 29.04.2015 

28 April 2015 3/2015/29 

Recommendation: 
1.That Council   note and accept the recommendation regarding stopping 
Road Train and B Double traffic from passing through the   Fox Street 
roundabout from west side of Walgett town. 
2. That Council make an application to divert the Road Train and B Double 
vehicles from the intersection of Peel Street and Wee Waa Street. 
3.That Council make an application to extend the access route for Road 
Train and B Double  vehicles along Peel Street to Bate Street and then to 
Fox Street. 

Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 work in progress 
17.06.2015 Waiting for a response from NVHR 

The Director of 
Engineering Services 
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28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council approve for the unused tennis courts in Lightning Ridge to be 
converted into Community Gardens by the Rotary Club and it be handed 
over the Transcultural Committee (TCC)? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and report 
accordingly 
Clr Taylor  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

Council will reconnect water supply for proposed 
site. Rotary Club member Danielle Osborne 
mentioned community will take ownership of the 
Garden, tidy up and general maintenance if 
required. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
 

28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council investigate laying gravel around the BBQ and sitting areas in 
the Lions Park in Lightning Ridge due to the dust in dry weather and mud 
in wet weather? 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and refer 
for consideration in 2015/16 budget. 
Clr Taylor  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

This work will be done in conjunction with 
drainage improvement work from recurrent 
budget. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Completed June 2015 

28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council install a drain on the opposite side of the Lion Park BBQ to 
run the excess water off the lawn so it does not run underneath the sitting 
area? 
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and refer 
for consideration in 2015/16 budget. 
Clr Taylor  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

This work will be done in conjunction with gravel 
laying work from recurrent budget. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Completed June 2015 

28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council amend the wording of the ‘No dogs’ signs (4 signs) in Lions 
Park to ensure visitors are not turned away?  
Response  
The Director of Planning and Regulatory Services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Taylor 

The Director 
of planning 
and 
Regulatory  

Revised signage erected at park entrances June 
2015 

Director Planning & 
Regulatory 

 
Completed June 2015 

28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Can Council investigate the possibility of offering the public the option of 
sponsoring for trees in Lighting Ridge? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and report 
accordingly. 
Clr Taylor 

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Under investigation. Council may supply list of 
native/drought hardy trees to the public and 
planting area. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Council has prepared list of 
native/drought hardy trees. 

28 April 2015 
Qs next 
meeting 

Question 6 
Can Council assist with the tidying up of the Cenotaphs in Lightning Ridge, 
Walgett and Grawin next year? 
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and make 
appropriate arrangements 
Clr Taylor 

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Generally RSL maintains the Cenotaphs and 
Council does the regular maintenance of the 
area. Council has not done anything in Grawin. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting Can Council investigate whether the bore water in Lightning Ridge causing 
damage to air conditioners?  
Response  
The Acting Director Urban Infrastructure Services to investigate and report 
accordingly.  
Clr Martinez  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

Chemical analysis of both bore did not show any 
health related risk. Council is seeking advice 
from expert on the topic and remedial action if 
required. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Onsite test is required to 
determine H2S,CO2 and 
dissolved minerals. Cooling 
tower with aeration and chorine 
dosing may be option as 
suggested by expert. 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council revise the restrictions placed on the Junior Ruby League Club 
in relation to training on the football field in Lightning Ridge?  
Response  
The General Manager advised that he will meet with the Acting Director 
Urban Infrastructure to discuss the matter and have the situation 
reassessed. Clr Martinez  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 
and General 
Manager  

 
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 
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28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Is the installation of the boat ramp in Lightning Ridge running to schedule?  
Response   
The Director of Engineering Services advised that it is and the team will be 
removing the old ramp and installing a new ramp.  
Clr Martinez  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

17.06.2015 it is in Walgett. The project will be 
finished by 22.06.2015 

The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
What is the progress in regards to meeting arrangements with the Minister 
of Education; Adrian Piccoli? 
Response  
The General Manager informed Councillors of correspondence with the 
Ministers Office; of which Council was advised they are yet to appoint a 
Policy Officer for the Connected Communities Program and until they do 
so a meeting could not yet be arranged.  
Clr Cooper  

The General 
Manager  

21.5.15 Awaiting outcome of recent publicity  
10.6.15 report to June Meeting  

The General 
Manager 

 
 
Completed June 2015 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
What is the latest report on Walgett’s water supply in relation to drilling a 
new bore? 
Response  
The General Manager advised that Council is seeking permission to drill 
and has acquired the funding to connect the town bore to the water 
filtration plant. 
Clr Keir  

Acting 
Director 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
Site establishment has been completed. Drilling 
may commence from Saturday 23 May weather 
permitting. 

Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 
As of 16/06/15 500m drilling 
with casing and cementing 
completed. 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Is council going to install fencing to the weir to provide access?  
Response  
The General Manager advised that Council has approved a quote for 
materials and Council will then investigate what sort of access is required. 
Clr Keir  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

17.06.2015  Surveyor has  competed  the survey  
and established boundary pegs. And significant 
trees need to  be removed.  
Options for entry to the access needs to be 
discussed for better and economical ways. 

The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council utilise the diggings from the Australian Opal Center as a road 
base?  
Response    
The Director of Engineering Services advised a cost benefit analysis report 
will be complied.  
Clr Keir  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 DES will  present a report for the  
June Council meeting 
17.06.2015 cost  analysis to use crushers  is in 
progress 

The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council investigate the lane where children walk along located behind 
the Service Station opposite the Police Station in Lightning Ridge, it 
requires signage to prevent vehicles speeding up to the line?  
Response  
The Director of Planning and Regulatory Services to investigate and take 
any action necessary. 
Clr Keir  

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 
Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Does Council have funds available to help pay for the wash-down bay at 
the racecourse in Lighting Ridge? 
Response  
The General Manager to investigate and report accordingly.  
Clr Keir  

The General 
Manager 

21.5.15 funds to be identified  
10.6.15 funding position being clarified and 
invoice required  

General Manager  

 

28 April 2015 

Qs next 

meeting 
Can Council inspect Bill O’Brian Way and record the cost of works required 
in future Council budgets? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take necessary 
action. 
Clr Lane.  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

05.05.2015 
Has been proposed  for 2015/2016 work 
program 

The Director 
Engineering Services 
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Resolution Actions for Ordinary Meeting 26 May 2015 

26 May 2015 4/2015/12 Recommendation: 
That Council not take up the option to lodge a “Fit for The Future” 
application and endorse the action of the General Manager in lodging a 
submission in respect of the IPART methodology for assessing Fit For the 
Future applications be endorsed. 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Woodcock  

 
 
The General 
Manager 

  
 
 
The General Manager 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/15 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1.  Note the report on the activities of Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage 

Advisor, Ray Christison, during 2014-2015. 
2. Endorse and adopt the following documents, as prepared by 

Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor, Ray Christison: 
  (a) Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Annual Report 2014-2015. 
  (b) Walgett Shire Council Heritage Strategic Plan 2015-2018. 
3. Endorse submission of the documents to the Heritage Branch of 

the NSW Department of Planning & Environment. 
Moved: Clr Murray  
Seconded:  Clr Woodcock  

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 
 
 
 
Documents submitted to Heritage Branch 
during May& June 2015 

Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

 
 
Competed June 2015 

26 may 2015 4/2015/16 Recommendation: 
Re-establishment of Alcohol Free Zones - refer to May Minutes  
Moved: Clr Woodcock   
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

Public notification via Council web site 
completed 18-6-2015. 
Public notification via newspaper will occur in 
week commencing 22 June 2015. 
Notification mail out in progress. 
New alcohol prohibition signage st LR Bore 
Baths & Len Cram Park in progress.. 

Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/17 Recommendation: 
That Council write to the Office of Liquor, Gaming and Racing and 
requesting advice as to how a liquor/hotel licence may be held where the 
Hotel has ceased trading.  
Moved: Clr Murray  
Seconded: Clr Woodcock  

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 

Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

 

26 May 2015 4/2015/18 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Publicly exhibit the draft Walgett Shire Development Control Plan 2015 
for a minimum of 28 days. 
2. Undertake public exhibition consultation via: 
(a) Advertising in Council’s newspaper column within the Walgett 

Spectator and Lightning Ridge News. 
(b) Notification letters to Council’s precinct committees and community 

working parties. 
(c) Making digital (PDF) copies of the document available via Council’s 

web site. 
(d) Making hard copies of the document available at the Council office at 

Walgett, Council office at Collarenebri and the Library at Lightning 
Ridge. 

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 

DCP placed on Council web site for public 
exhibition period from 29 May 2015 to Friday 3 
July 2015. 
 
Advertising in Council newspaper columns on 
three occasions. 
 
 

Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

 

28 April 2015 3/2015/37 

Recommendation:  
That Council adopt the proposed new Organisational Structure based on 
the attached redistribution of functional activities and the creation of the 
position of “Chief Financial Officer” and proceed to invite applications for 
positions of Directors of Engineering/Technical Services and 
Environmental Services. 

The General 
Manager  

21.5.15 Action being implemented  
10.6.15 report to June Meeting  

The General 
Manager 
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Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway 

26 may 2015 4/2015/19 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Note the letter dated 7 May 2015 from Ashley Albury, General 
Manager (Western Region) of the NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment endorsing public exhibition of the Draft Walgett Shire Council 
Rural Residential Land Use Strategy. 
2. Adopt and endorse the Draft Walgett Shire Council Rural 

Residential Land Use Strategy. 
3. Undertake public exhibition for the Draft Walgett Shire Council 
Rural Residential Land Use Strategy for a minimum of 60 days, including: 
  - Letters to all relevant government agencies. 
       - Letters to all landowners within a 5km radius of Walgett, Lightning 
Ridge      Collarenebri. 
  - Advertising public exhibition of the strategy in the Walgett 

Spectator and Lightning Ridge News. 
  - Making the strategy available as a pdf file via Council’s web site. 
  - Providing a public display hard copy of the strategy at the Council 

office at Walgett, Walgett library, Lightning Ridge library and 
Council office at Collarenebri. 

Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Murray  

Director of 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 

 

Director of Planning 
and Regulatory 
Services 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/24 Recommendation: 
That the action to award the contract for construction of the Rowena Fire 
Station to Castlereagh Construction Group Ltd in the sum of $200,606 be 
endorsed. 
Moved: Clr Murray  
Seconded:  Clr Greenaway  

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting  

Can council correct the sign “sherman way” in lightning ridge that is 
currently facing in the wrong direction?  
response  
The acting director urban infrastructure services to investigate and take 
appropriate action. 
Clr Martinez  

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council prepare a report to the Council meeting in June in relation to 
the water meters - chargers and pipe sizes?  
Response  
The Director of Corporate Services to take appropriate action.  
Clr Murray  

Director 
Corporate 
Services  

23.06.15 no future action at this stage  Director Corporate 
Services 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council inspect and repair Regional Road 329, 5 kms east of the 
Avondale Bridge? 
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council investigate the broken rail on a ramp on SR5, north of the 
Thalaba Bridge and Franxton Bridge?  
Response  
The Director of Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 The Director 
Engineering Services 

 

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council write to RMS requesting to name the bridge that is located on 
the Gwydir Hwy, 8.83km east of Collarenebri “Jonny Tomkins Bridge”. 
Response 

The Director 
Engineering 
Services 

 The Director 
Engineering Services 
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The Director Engineering Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Greenaway  

26 may 2015 Qs next 
Meeting 

Can Council prepare a report to the Council Meeting in June, 2015 in 
regards to the Water Fund for Lightning Ridge? 
Response  
The Director Corporate Services to investigate and take appropriate 
action. 
Clr Woodcock 

Director 
Corporate 
Services 

Report in June meeting agenda Director Corporate 
Services 

Completed June 2015 

26 may 2015 4/2015/26 Recommendation: 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
Note the Council response via a Marsdens Law Group letter dated 7 May 
2015 regarding inadequate structural engineer’s drawings for the 
permanent rectification measures proposed by Dunpec Pty Ltd to 
remediate the structural integrity of the IGA supermarket building at 34 
Opal St Lightning Ridge (lot 33, DP 752756). 
Moved: Clr Greenaway  
Seconded:  Clr Woodcock 

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 

No further action required 

Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

 

Complete 26-5-2015 

26 may 2015 4/2015/27 Shop awning remediation & grants, Wilson St, Collarenebri- refer to May  
Minutes for more detail 

Director 
Planning and 
Regulatory 
Services 

 Director Planning and 
Regulatory Services 

 

26 may 2015 4/2015/29 Recommendation: 
A. That Council empanel the following tenderers for the Regional 
Procurement tender 
T051516 OROC -Tender Supply & Delivery of Bitumen Spray Sealing: 
1. RPQ Spray Seal Pty Ltd trading as NSW Spray Seal Pty Ltd 
2. SRS Road Services Pty Ltd 
3. Bitupave Ltd T/A NSW Boral Asphalt  
4. Fulton Hogan Pty Ltd 
B. That provision be allowed for a 12 month extension based on 
satisfactory supplier performance which may take this tender through to 
June 2019    
Moved: Clr Martinez 
Seconded: Clr Murray   

 
Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

  
Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 

26 May 2015 4/2015/30 Recommendation: 
1. That Council endorse the NSW Public Works tender recommendation 
to upgrade Gingie Water Supply Upgrade.   
2. That Council accept and adopt the change of project scope for Concept 
Environmental Services Pty Ltd and accept the revised tender price offer 
submitted by Concept Environmental Services Pty $429,595.67 inclusive 
GST. 
Moved: Clr Woodcock 
Seconded:  Clr Murray  

Acting 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

 Acting Director Urban 
Infrastructure 

Contract (Letter of Award) 
sent on 26 May 2015. Site visit 
and pre start meeting was 
held on 27 may 2015. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEKLY RECEIVED FROM THE LGNSW – 

JUNE 2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/615 
 

 
Summary: 
Copies of weekly circulars numbers 20-22 received from Local Government NSW since the 
March Council meeting have been distributed to Councillors.  

 
Background: 
The following items in each circular have been flagged by the General Manager as requiring 
particular attention of Councillors: 
 
Issue 20 
 
Item 5: UTS Graduate program for Local Government Professionals  
Item 9: NAIDOC Week Sunday 5July – Sunday 12 July 2015 
Item 11: Round Three Community Recycling Centre Grants Now Open  
Item 14: Workshops for Improving Workplace Relations  
Item 18: Changes to Liquor licensing  
Item 21: Local Government NSW Media inserted  
 
Issue 21 
 
Item 2: LGNSW Submission on IPART FFTF Assessment Methodology   
Item 3: Entries open 1 June 2015 for A R Bluett Memorial Award   
Item 5: ALGA Financial Assistance Grants Campaign – The impact on your Council  
Item 6: Road Safety Remuneration Tribunal- Waste Management inquiry  
 
Issue 22 
 
Item 6: Grants for Innovative Problem Waste Solutions 
Item 9: Legislative Council Report on Leasing of Electricity Infrastructure  
Item 10: Financial Management  
Item 11: Purchasing Crown Roads  
Item 15: Grant Applications Writing Workshops - 26/6 Dubbo  
 
Current Position: 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to peruse these circulars and raise any 
matters of interest with the General Manager prior to the Meeting. Staff also have the task of 
following up and lodging application for grant funding where funding for Council projects may 
be available. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
Senior Management Staff and Councillors are requested to review weekly Circulars and 
keep abreast of Local Government issues occurring at Industry level. 
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Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 

 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 

 
Legal Issues: 
Nil 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
Both Senior Management Staff and Councillors need to consider the contents of the various 
circulars and determine what action, if any, needs to be taken. 

 

Circulars Received from the Local Government NSW  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the weekly circulars numbers 20-22 from the Local 
Government NSW be received and noted. 

 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LG– JUNE 

2015 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/616 
 

 
Summary: 
Copies of circular received Circular No 15-15/15-17 from the Local Government Office    
Department of Premier and Cabinet are attached for Councillors information. 

 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of councillors: 
 
Circular 15-15: Responsible Pet Ownership Grants Program – Year 2 (2015/16)- Call 

for Applications  
Circular 15-16: Reporting of Rates Permissible income for 2015-16 
Circular 15-17: Fit For The Future – Methodology and Templates  
Circular 15-18: 2015/16 Calendar of Compliance & Reporting Requirements  
Circular 15-19: Fixing Country Roads – Grant Writing Workshop 
Circular 15-20: Your Council – Profile & Performance of the NSW Local Government 

Sector 2013/14 
Circular 15-21:  Filing fees payable by Councils for Court and tribunal matters  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
Nil 
 
Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Copies of the briefing papers/discussion papers have been forwarded to all Councillors 
under separate cover. Councillors need to consider what the long term impacts may be on 
Local Government generally and Walgett Shire in particular.  

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Legal Issues: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
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Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government – June 2015  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 15-5 /15-21 from the 
Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:    
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Circular 15-15 
Circular 15-16 
Circular 15-17 
Circular 15-18 
Circular 15-19 
Circular 15-20 
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MONTHLY CALENDAR – JUNE 2015 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/22 
 

 
Summary: 
Monthly calendar of Council activities. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
It was resolved at the 28 September 2010 Ordinary meeting of Council to produce a monthly 
in-house calendar as a central focus point to allow Councillors and senior management staff 
to plan their activities and spread their work load having regard to upcoming commitments. 
 
It also avoids situations where some Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when 
they have been scheduled. In addition, outside organisations have been requested to send 
meeting notice and minutes direct to Council’s various representatives. Where notification is 
received meeting dates will be listed on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar 
and the representative(s) names flagged. 

 
Current Position: 
The calendar for the months of May 2015 to July 2015 is attached. Councillors are requested 
to raise any queries prior to the meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Nil 
 
Governance issues: 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning. Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming 
community or councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Not applicable 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors 
Walgett Shire Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable 
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Conclusion: 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 

 

Monthly Calendar June 2015 – August 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the regular monthly calendar for the period June 2015 – 
August 2015. 
 
Moved:    
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
  
Calendar for June 2015-August 2015
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June 2015 

 
  

 

Date of 

Meeting 
 

Time 
 

What 
 

Who 

Mon 1 June   
Western Division Meeting – Cobar 

 
Clr Lane, Clr Keir & General Manager 

Tues 2 June 5.30pm Budget Community Forum Rowena/ Burren Junction Councillors and Council Staff 

Wed 3 June    

Thurs 4 June    

Fri 5 June    

Sat 6 June    

Sun 7 June    

Mon 8 June   
Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

 

Tues 9 June 5.30pm  Budget Community Forum Cumbroah/ Grawin  Councillors and Council Staff 

Wed 10 June 5.30pm Budget Community Forum Collarenebri Councillors and Council Staff 

Thurs 11 June 10.00am 
5.30pm 

Local Traffic Committee Meeting 
Budget Community Forum Walgett  

 

Clr Keir & Martinez 
Councillors and Council Staff 

Fri 12 June    

Sat 13 June    

Sun 14 June  National General Assembly – Canberra  Mayor & GM  

Mon 15 June  
 

“ “ 
 

 

Tues 16 June  “ “  

Wed 17 June  National General Assembly- Canberra   

Thurs 18 June    

Fri 19 May    

Sat 20 June    

Sun 21 June    

Mon 22 June    

Tues 23 June  
10.00am 

 
Council Meeting – Walgett 

 
All  Directors and Councillors 

Wed 24 June    

Thurs 25 June 9.30am  Walgett Drought Recovery and Resilience Workshop – Walgett Sporting Club   Councillors and Council Staff 

Fri 26 June    

Sat 27 June    

Sun 28 June    

Mon 29 June 10:00AM  CMCC Warren  Clr Woodcock, Greenaway, GM  

Tues 30 June  
5.00PM 

 
Fit For The Future Submissions – Close 

 
General Manager & Staff 
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July 2015 

 

Date of 

Meeting 
 

Time 
 

What 
 

Who 

Wed 1 July    

Thurs 2 July    

Fri 3 July    

Sat 4 July    

Sun 5 July  Upper house – FFTF Submissions Close  

Mon 6 July    

Tues 7 July    

Wed 8 July    

Thurs 9 July    

Fri 10 July    

Sat 11 July    

Sun 12 July  
 

 
                  

 
 

Mon 13 July           
 

 
                  

 
 

Tues 14 Jul y    

Wed 15 July    

Thurs 16 Jul y    

Fri 17 July    

Sat 18 July    

Sun 19 July  
     

             
              

   
 

Mon 20 July    

Tues 21 July    

Wed 22 July    

Thurs 23 July    

Fri 24 July    

Sat 25 July    

Sun 26 July    

Mon 27 July    

Tues 28 July  10.00am  
Council Meeting – Rowena 

 
All  Directors and Councillors 

Wed 29 July  Lightning Ridge Opal Festival   

Thurs 30 July  “         “  

Fri 31 July  “           “  
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August 2015 

 
 

 

Date of 

Meeting 
 

Time 
 

What 
 

Who 

Sat 1 Aug   Lightning Ridge Opal Festival  

Sun 2 Aug  Lightning Ridge Opal Festival  

Mon 3 Aug  Walgett Bulldust to Bitumen Festival   

Tues 4 Aug  “           “  

   Wed 5 Aug  “       “  

Thurs 6 Aug  “         “  

Fri 7 Aug  High tea & Wine with Words   

Sat 8 Aug  Walgett Street Party/award presentations 
Dinner under the Stars  

 

Sun 9 Aug  “          “  

Mon  10 Aug    

Tues 11 Aug    

Wed 12 Aug  
 

 
 

 
 

Thurs 13 Aug 10:00AM 
 

 
Traffic Committee Meeting 

 
 

Fri 14 Aug    

Sat 15 Aug    

Sun 16 Aug    

Mon 17 Aug    

Tues 18 Aug    

Wed 19 Aug  
 

 
 

 

 
Thurs 20 Aug    

Fri 21 Aug    

Sat 22 Aug    

Sun 23 Aug    

Mon  24 Aug    

Tues  25 Aug 10:00AM Council Meeting – Walgett All Directors & Councillors 

Wed 26 Aug    

Thurs 27 Aug    

Fri 28 Aug    

 
 

 
Sat 29 Aug    

Sun  30 Aug    

Mon 31 Aug    
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WALGETT COMMUNITY COLLEGE- REQUESTS FOR MEETINGS 

WITH BOTH THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND THE NSW 

PREMIER  
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   10/154 

 
Summary: 
To update Council on progress made to date with regards arranging a meeting with either 
the Minister for Education or the NSW Premier to discuss the situation at the Walgett 
Community College. 
 
Background: 
At its December, 2014 meeting Council resolved to invite the Minister for Education to meet 
with Council representatives to discuss the fact that there needed to be a review of the 
effectiveness of the Connected Communities concept at the Walgett Community College as 
it did not appear to be meeting whole of community expectations. 
 
On 26 March, 2015 a response was received from M/s Michele Hall, Executive Director, 
Connected Communities advising that the recruitment of a new Executive Principal for the 
College was in train and that the new Principal when appointed “will find a suitable time to 
meet with Council to discuss the vision and planning they and the community have 
undertaken in regards the Connected Community Strategy.”  This has not yet happened. 
 
On 2 April, 2015 Council again wrote to the Minister requesting a meeting at his earliest 
convenience. 
 
On 30 April, 2015, as a direct result of being unable to meet with the Minister for Education, 
Council wrote to the Premier of NSW seeking to meet with him instead because of the lack 
of response to Council’s earlier requests.   
 
To date Council has had no response to this approach either. 
 
Current Position: 
Walgett Community College continues to be the subject of high profile adverse media 
exposure which will have both short and longer term impacts for the whole of Walgett Shire 
and the Walgett Township in particular. 
 
Council strongly believes that the situation at the school has reached such a crisis point that 
Council has no alternative other than to step in and take up the cause in the best interests of 
the broader Walgett Community as the efforts of those within the State education system 
responsible for the delivery of every child’s right in this day and age to an adequate 
education have simply not been able to achieve the desired outcomes. 
 
In summary, the ongoing situation at the Walgett Community College has not changed and 
nor will it until there is a thorough, independent review of the Connected Communities 
Programme. It is believed the concept delivers programmed based outcomes rather than the 
locally, placed based solutions needed to bring about the changes that are so urgently 
required at the school. 
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This view was put to Michele Hall, Executive Director, Connected Communities Programme 
at a meeting on 26 May, 2015.  Details of other issues raised by Council representatives at 
that meeting included: 
 

 The poor educational outcomes being achieved at the college 

 The number of behavioural incidents at the college requiring police intervention 

 Whether or not it would be in the best interests of the whole community to revert to 
the former system of having both a primary school and separate high school. 

 The composition of the Local school Reference Group, poor leadership of that group 
and need for it to be replaced with a more representative body 

 Possibility of establishing a centre of agricultural excellence to enhance employment 
opportunities for students 

 
Council representatives also were invited to attend a meeting on 26 May, 2015 to develop a 
school plan. But this process does not appear to have the capacity to address the broader 
community concerns in relation to recent events at the College in the immediate future. 
 
There is now speculation locally that demountable buildings will be installed at the Primary 
School site and all high School students relocated to that site, whilst renovations are 
undertaken at the existing High School site. This is yet another instance of the Local 
Community not being appropriately consulted.  
 
Council appears to have little alternative other than to request the Minister for Education, 
through the local member for Barwon Hon. Kevin Humphries MP, to urgently call a public 
meeting in Walgett to air community concerns in regards to the Walgett Community 
College’s ongoing performance in an endeavour to identify locally, placed based solutions to 
the many and varied problems being experienced throughout all levels of the College 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
NSW Government’s Connected Communities Strategy 
 
Community Strategic Plan Link: 
Community Theme – strategy C1.11 – “enhanced access to higher education” 
 
Delivery Plan Link/Operational Plan/Budget Link: 
Community Priorities – C 1.1 – “Develop a connected, informed and resilient community that 
recognises and values diversity” 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Community  
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett School students 
 
Governance Issues: 
Council has followed accepted procedures in attempting to arrange meetings with both the 
Minister for Education and the NSW Premier to no avail. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Not identified at this stage 
 
Financial Implications: 
Not identified at this stage 
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Legal Issues: 
Not identified at this stage 
 
Alternatives/Options: 
There obviously needs to be a suitable solution found which is supported by the whole 
community 
 Conclusion: 
That Council needs to step in and take up the cause in the best interests of the broader 
Walgett Community as the efforts of those within the State education system responsible for 
the delivery of every child’s right in this day and age to an adequate education have simply 
not been able to achieve the desired outcomes. 
 
Council appears to have little alternative other than to request the Minister for Education, 
through the local member for Barwon Hon. Kevin Humphries MP, to urgently call a public 
meeting in Walgett to air community concerns in regards to the Walgett Community 
College’s ongoing performance in an endeavour to identify locally, placed based solutions to 
the many and varied problems being experienced throughout all levels of the College 
 

Walgett Community College – Requests for meetings with the Minister for Education  
and The NSW Premier 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council request the Minister for Education, through the local member for Barwon 
Hon. Kevin Humphries MP, to urgently call a public meeting in Walgett to air community 
concerns in regards to the Walgett Community College’s ongoing performance in an 
endeavour to identify locally, placed based solutions to the many and varied problems being 
experienced throughout all levels of the College. 
 
2. And further that Council issue an appropriate media release outlining the action it has 
taken. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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PROPOSAL TO CLOSE WALGETT NATIONAL BANK BRANCH  

 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   000/00/00/00 

 
Summary: 
To update Council with regards the proposal to close the Walgett branch of the National 
Bank from Friday 2 October, 2015. 
 
Background: 
By letter on 17 April, 2015 the National Australia Bank branch from Friday, 2 October, 2015 
because the property housing the branch no longer meets the required NAB building 
standards, see letter attached. 
 
Current Position: 
Subsequently the matter was considered at the April meeting of Council when bank 
representatives addressed Council in front of one of the largest public galleries in recent 
memory. 
 
During the meeting Council resolved: 
 

 
Following the meeting the proposal has been followed up with the NAB, statements 
supporting the retention of the branch issues by both local State and Federal members and 
a range of submissions and petitions lodged on behalf of the local community. 
 
At a time when Walgett Shire is in the grip of one of the most severe droughts in living 
memory and every other commercial operation is hanging in there, it is disappointing that a 
major corporation has not been taking every opportunity to support a community that has 
supported that corporation for well over fifty years. 
 
Although no formal statement has been issued by the bank to advise local residents and 
bank customers of its future intentions with regards having a presence in Walgett, it is 
understood that there have been ongoing negotiations between the property owners and 
NAB which have now resulted in a new five year lease being agreed to and signed. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
National Australia Bank letter dated 17 April, 2015.  
 
Community Strategic Plan Link: 
Economic Development – E2.1 – a strong and diverse economic base that supports 
employment, industry and lifestyle opportunities for residents 
 
Delivery Plan Link/Operational Plan/Budget Link: 
Economic Development – E 2.2 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council resident and ratepayers and in particular large rural property 
undertakings and commercial operations 
 
Governance Issues: 
Council has an obligation to lobby for the retention of the bank branch on behalf of local 
residents and ratepayers who are bank customers. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nothing identified at this stage. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Costs of lobbying are being met from within Council’s existing budget. 
 
Legal Issues: 
Nothing identified at this stage 
 
Alternatives/Options: 
Do nothing 
 
Conclusion: 
That Council write to the National Australia Bank seeking confirmation that a new lease 
agreement has been signed with the current lessors and that the Walgett Branch will remain 
open. 
 

Proposal to Close Walgett National Bank Branch 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council write to the National Australia Bank seeking confirmation that a new lease 
agreement has been signed with the current lessors and that the Walgett Branch will remain 
open and local residents be fully informed of progress in this regard through appropriate 
press releases. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
The Hon Sarah Mitchell MLC letter to Melissa Reynolds dated 21 May, 2015.  
Letter from Melissa Reynolds (NAB Executive GM NAB) letter dated 17 April, 2015. 
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MATTERS GENREALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION 

ONLY FROM GENERAL MANAGER –JUNE, 2015  
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   000/000/000 

 
The following items are submitted for brief mention or information only: 
 

1. NATIONAL STRONGER REGIONS FUND ROUND TWO – PROJECT 
SUBMISSIONS 

Advice from Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development advised Council that 
applications for Round two of the National Stronger Regions Fund opened on 15 May, 2015 
and will close on 31 July, 2015. Councillors are requested to contact the General Manager 
with suggestions with regards possible projects that could be undertaken under the 
programme. 
 

2. NOMINATIONS FOR AUSTRALIA DAY 2016 – PUBLIC SERVICE MEDAL 
Advice from the Department of Premier and Cabinet that nominations  for the Australia Day 
2016 announcement of Public Service Medal are now open for recognising the outstanding 
services of public sector employees. Amongst the criteria for eligibility are services for 
sustained performance by an individual with a focus on outcomes and recognisable benefits 
to clients and the workplace. 
 
Some of Council’s recently retired employees may fall within this category and may be 
worthy of recognition. 
 

3. DROUGHT RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE PLANNING WORKSHOP.  
Councillors are reminded that the Drought Recovery and Resilience Planning Workshop will 
be held on Thursday 25 June, 2015 between 9.30 am and 4.00 pm at the Walgett Sporting 
Club. 
 
Workshop details are being circulated to all participants under separate cover. 
 
 

4. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL INQUIRY INTO THE “FIT FOR THE FUTURE” REFORM 
AGENDA MEETING 

A Legislative Council inquiry into the “Fit ForThe Future” reform agenda was announced on 
28 May, 2015 and submissions will close on Sunday 5 July, 2015.  It is envisaged that a 
series of public hearings will be conducted in Sydney and regional NSW shortly thereafter. 
 
A copy of the Terms of Reference are enclosed for Council’s information 
 

5. VISIT BY NSW GOVERNOR 
 
His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret'd) and Mrs Hurley 
visited Bourke, Brewarrina and Walgett on Wednesday/Saturday 12/13 June, 2015. In 
addition to Council hosting a luncheon on the Friday, the Governor and Mrs. Hurley attend a 
number of events in and around Walgett. A particular focus of the visit centred on the effects 
of the drought in far north western NSW.  
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Conclusion: 
If there are no other queries that the above matters should be received and noted. 
 

Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only 

 
Recommendation: 
That the following maters listed for brief mention or information only 
   
-  National Stronger Regions Fund Round Two – Project Submissions  
- Nominations for Australia Day 2016- Public Service Medal 
- Drought Recovery and Resilience Planning Workshop 
- Legislative Council inquiry into ‘Fit For The Future’ Reform Agenda Meeting  
- Visit by The NSW Governor 
  
be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments  
 
Terms of Reference for Legislative Council Inquiry into the Local Government Reform 
Agenda 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT – OVERVIEW OF THE BUDGET 2015/16 

 
To be tabled at the Meeting  
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14.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES   

CASH ON HAND & INVESTMENT REPORT 
 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Senior Finance Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   09/1460-03 

  
Summary: 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as 
at 31 May 2015. 
 
Background: 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth 
Bank and invests surplus funds to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the 
account at any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term. 
 
Current Position: 
As at 31 May 2015 the operational bank account’s balance was $1,346,882.43. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 
 

 
 
4 Term Deposits were recalled to the value of $2,000,000.00. 
3 new Term Deposits were made to the value of $3,000,000.00. 
No transfers were made from the BOS account. 
1 transfer was made to the BOS account to the value of $2,000,000.00. 
As at 31 May 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was 
$17,000,000.00.  
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The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
 
Term Deposits       $17,000,000.00 
 
The values for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) have had no legal 
entitlement since September 2014 and have been removed from Council’s Investment 
Report. 
 
Business Online Saver Account Balance   $ 3,477,743.37 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
 
09/1772-02/33  May 2015 bank reconciliation ledger 11.5010  
09/1460-03/0015 Investments Report To Council 2014/2015 
 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
As at 31 May 2015 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$21,821,389.69 represented by: 
 
Reconciled Operational Account Balance    $  1,343,646.32 
Investments       $17,000,000.00 
BOS Account       $  3,477,743.37 
  

Cash on hand and investment report as at 31 May 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 May 2015 be received. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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Attachments:  
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LIGHTNING RIDGE OLYMPIC POOL ASSOCIATION INC  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland Director Corporate Services 
FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 
Summary: 
This report is to inform Council of the outcome of further enquiries regarding its ability to 
write off a loan of $200,000 made to the Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association. The 
report notes that the loan is unable to be written off under sec 213 (5) of the Local 
Government Regulation and recommends that on the basis of advice from Council’s Auditor 
and the Office of Local government, the Association be advised that Council is unable to 
write off the loan and that Council will require repayment of the loan in equal instalments 
over three years commencing from the 2015 / 2016 financial year. 
 
Background: 
At its meeting on 29 September 2000, the Council resolved to provide a loan of 
$200,000 to the Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Inc (LROPA) for the ‘purpose of 
additional construction at the pool complex’. It is understood that these funds were used to 
commence construction of the diving pool and associated infrastructure. The loan was 
interest free and was to be paid in three instalments to commence when the pool was 
officially opened. LROPA are of the view that repayments were to commence when the 
diving pool was complete and given that the lighting has not been completed, no repayments 
are required at this time. A later Council report dealing with a further request for funding 
noted that the loan was repayable after the diving pool is officially opened. The 29/09/2000 
report refers to a draft agreement detailing the conditions attaching to the loan however 
neither a draft nor signed copy can be located to confirm the actual terms. A copy of the 
minute approving the loan is attached. The loan is recorded in the LROPA financial accounts 
as a liability. 
 
By letter dated 10/03/2014, LROPA  requested that the Council write off the loan citing 
significant maintenance costs that the association was incurring in running the pool. 
 
At its meeting held on 27 May2014, Council resolved; ‘That the debt of $200,000 owing by 
the Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Committee be written off subject to advice from the 
Department of Local Government, and Council’s legal advisors and internal auditor’. 
 
Current Position: 
The Office of Local Government was contacted for an opinion on the Council’s capacity to 
write of the $200,000 loan to LROPA. As is their usual position, they advised that council 
should seek its own legal opinion. However they did provide an opinion that they believe that 
Council would not be able to write the loan off under Sec 213 (5) of the Local Government 
General Regulation detailed below; 
 
213 Restrictions on writing off debts to a council 
(1) This clause does not apply to amounts owed to a council for rates or 
other charges for which the Act, or any other regulation in force under 
the Act, makes specific provision for writing off those amounts in 
specified circumstances. 
(2) A council must from time to time, by resolution, fix an amount above 
which debts to the council may be written off only by resolution of the 
council. 
(3) A debt of or below that amount can be written off either by resolution 
of the council or by order in writing of the council’s general manager. 
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In the absence of a resolution under subclause (2), the council’s debts can be written off only 
by resolution of the council. 
 
(4) A resolution or order writing off a debt to a council must: 
(a) specify the name of the person whose debt is being written off, 
and 
(b) identify the account concerned, and 
(c) specify the amount of the debt, 
or must refer to a record kept by the council in which those particulars 
are recorded. 
 
(5) A debt can be written off under this clause only: 
(a) if the debt is not lawfully recoverable, or 
(b) as a result of a decision of a court, or 
(c) if the council or the general manager believes on reasonable grounds that an attempt to 
recover the debt would not be cost effective. 
(6) The fact that a debt is written off under this clause does not prevent the council 
concerned from taking legal proceedings to recover the debt. 
 
If the Council still wished to relieve LROPA of the debt, it would appear that this would only 
be able to be done by way of a donation under sec 356 of the LGA as detailed below; 
 
356 Can a Council financially assist others? 
 
(1) A council may, in accordance with a resolution of the council, contribute money or 
otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for the purpose of exercising its functions. 
 
(2) A proposed recipient who acts for private gain is not ineligible to be granted financial 
assistance but must not receive any benefit under this section until at least 28 days’ public 
notice of the council’s proposal to pass the necessary resolution has been given. 
 
(3) However, public notice is not required if: 
(a)  the financial assistance is part of a specific program, and 
(b)  the program’s details have been included in the council’s draft operational plan for the 
year in which the financial assistance is proposed to be given, and 
(c)  the program’s proposed budget for that year does not exceed 5 per cent of the council’s 
proposed income from the ordinary rates levied for that year, and 
(d)  the program applies uniformly to all persons within the council’s area or to a significant 
group of persons within the area. 
 
(4) Public notice is also not required if the financial assistance is part of a program of graffiti 
removal work. 
 
Audit Opinion 
The Auditors were requested to provide advice to Council on the request to write off the 
$200,000 to LROPA and their letter is attached. The view of the Auditor is that there are no 
valid grounds for Council to write off the $200,000 loan and that Council has a responsibility  
and duty to seek recovery of the debt through a repayment plan. They further note that the 
Association’s financial position is stable and they are in a position to repay the loan under a   
repayment plan. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government General Regulation 
Council meeting reports and minutes & Luka Group letter dated 22 May2015 
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Governance issues: 
In addition to legal compliance with the Local Government Act and Regulation, the Council 
must be seen to be acting in a fair and equitable manner across the broader community. If it 
was to proceed to relieve the LROPA of the $200,000 loan debt, it is believed that this could 
only be achieved by making a donation for this purpose under sec 356 of the LGA. This 
would require the Council’s intent to make the donation being advertised for twenty eight 
(28) and the considering of any submissions that may be received from the public. It is 
believed that any decision to provide a donation to the association would also need to be 
considered in the context of the Auditor’s view that the Council has a responsibility and duty 
to seek recovery of the debt. 
 
Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues associated with this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council, Walgett Shire Community, Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The financial implications for Council is that it would incur an additional expense of $200,000 
as a result of making the donation under sec356.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
That the Council undertake the required procedures to make a donation to LROPA under 
Se4c 356 of the LGA 
 
Conclusion: 
Whilst the efforts of the Lightning Ridge community in establishing the pool complex are 
commendable, the facility requires an annual contribution (currently $350,000) from council 
to support its running costs. Although LROPA cite their difficult financial position, this is not 
supported by an analysis of their finances with the Auditor of the view that it is within the 
capacity of the Association to repay the loan over three years. It should be noted that the 
Association has had the use of the loan funds for fifteen years at no interest which in itself is 
a significant financial contribution by the Council. It is recommended that LROPA be advised 
that Council is unable to write off the loan and that Council will require repayment of the loan 
in equal instalments over three years commencing from the 2015 / 2016 financial year. 
 

Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association Inc 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Council note that it is unable to write off the $200,000 loan to the Lightning Ridge 
Olympic Pool Association under sec 213 of the Local Government General Regulation as 
previously resolved.  
 
2. That the Lightning Ridge Olympic Pool Association be advised that Council is unable to 
write off the loan and the Council will require repayment of the loan in equal instalments over 
three years commencing from the 2015/2016 financial year. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments: A- Letter from Luka Group  
   B- Minute CM.25.09.2000 Page No. 8/30 
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A- Letter from Luka Group 
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MAKING THE ORDINARY RATES AND ANNUAL CHARGES 
 
REPORTING SECTION:  Director Corporate and Community Services 
AUTHOR:     Jeremy Way – Rates Clerk 
FILE NUMBER:    12/17 

 
Summary 
 
Council is required to make the rates and charges for the 2014 / 2015 financial year commencing on 
1

st
 July 2015, pursuant to sections 500, 534 and 535 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  

 
Background 
 
Following the Council resolution at its meeting held on 19

th
 May 2015 the Operational Plan 2015/2016 

incorporating the proposed 2015/2016 Rates & Charges, contained within the Statement of Revenue 
Policy and Schedule of Fees & Charges 2015/2016, was placed on public exhibition for 28 days until 
18

th
 June 2015 in accordance with section 532 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  

 
Current Position 
 
That, in accordance with section 534 and 535 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, Council make 
the Ordinary Rates (numbered 1 to 19) for every parcel of rateable land within the Walgett Shire for 
the 2015/2016 rating year commencing 1 July 2015 as detailed in the Operation Plan 2015/2016 – 
Statement of Revenue Policy.  A summary of these Ordinary Rates is noted in Table 1 below. 
 
TABLE 1 

 
1. Residential Rate 

A Residential Ordinary Rate of zero point zero zero six nine four five four three (0.00694543) 
cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land within Walgett Shire 
categorised as residential in accordance with section 516 of the Local Government Act 1993 
NSW and having a base rate per assessment of one hundred and forty six dollars and twelve 
cents ($146.12) representing 33% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded from this ordinary rate is 
$41,180.16. 

 
2. Walgett Residential Rate 

Rates

Ordinary Rates - Depicting 2.4% Rates Pegging Increase

Order Description No. Assess

Ad Valorem 

Amount in 

the Dollar

Base 

Amount Minimum

2015/16 Ad 

Valorum

2015/16 

Base

2015/16 

Minimum 2015/16 Totals

2015/16 

Base %

Avg Per 

Assessment

1 Walgett Residential 658 0.03517672 193.93 0 191,409.58 127,606.38 319,015.96      40% 484.83        

2 Lightning Ridge Residential 651 0.01497955 273.22 0 238,271.56 102,116.38 340,387.94      30% 522.87        

3 Collarenebri Residential 202 0.12182001 158.02 0 54,350.00 31,919.84 86,269.84        37% 427.08        

4 Burren Junction Residential 94 0.03811608 149.78 0 23,973.11 14,079.45 38,052.56        37% 404.81        

5 Carinda Residential 68 0.06943351 80.95 0 7,005.84 5,504.59 12,510.43        44% 183.98        

6 Cumborah Residential 55 0.00574992 76.77 0 5,160.55 4,222.27 9,382.82         45% 170.60        

7 Rowena/Come-By-Chance Residential 38 0.38043412 79.01 0 3,252.71 3,002.50 6,255.21         48% 164.61        

8 Residential - Preserved Opal Fields 1770 0.04384501 129.14 0 257,761.77 228,581.19 486,342.96      47% 274.77        

9 Residential 93 0.00694543 146.12 0 27,590.71 13,589.45 41,180.16        33% 442.80        

10 Walgett Business 122 0.04198263 273.22 0 81,607.10 33,332.48 114,939.57      29% 942.13        

11 Lightning Ridge Business 108 0.00904277 425.80 0 58,527.96 45,986.25 104,514.22      44% 967.72        

12 Collarenebri Business 31 0.13683110 224.15 0 15,466.02 6,948.50 22,414.52        31% 723.05        

13 Burren Junction Business 20 0.03689874 211.11 0 9,851.96 4,222.27 14,074.23        30% 703.71        

14 Carinda Business 20 0.02236100 101.65 0 3,179.73 2,032.94 5,212.68         39% 260.63        

15 Rowena/Come-By-Chance Business 7 0.32955539 142.98 0 1,084.24 1,000.83 2,085.07         48% 297.87        

16 Business - Preserved Opal Fields 51 0.05550703 129.14 0 16,263.56 10,842.37 27,105.93        40% 531.49        

17 Business 102 0.00878528 177.02 0 21,195.80 18,055.68 39,251.47        46% 384.82        

18 Rural (Farmland) 742 0.00295909 0.00 202.50 2,763,395.23 0.00 8,707.50 2,772,102.73   0% 3,735.99     

19 Rural Irrigable (Farmland)           84 0.00295909 0.00 202.50 766,464.29 0.00 607.50 767,071.79      0% 9,131.81     

Totals 4916 4,545,812      653,043       9,315          5,208,170        

Notional Yield 5,096,045

Increase 2.4% 122,305

5,218,350

Less Excess from 14/15 Year (5,671)

Allowable Yield 5,212,679
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A Walgett Residential Ordinary Rate of zero point zero three five one seven six seven two 
(0.03517672) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised 
as Walgett Residential within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(b) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of one hundred and 
ninety three dollars and ninety three cents ($193.93) representing 40% of the total yield in 
accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded 
from this ordinary rate is $319,015.96. 
 

3. Lightning Ridge Residential Rate 

A Lightning Ridge Residential Ordinary Rate of zero point zero one four nine seven nine five 

five (0.01497955) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-

categorised as Lightning Ridge Residential within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 

529(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of 

two hundred and seventy three dollars and twenty two cents ($273.22) representing 30% of 

the total yield in accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total 

income yielded from this ordinary rate is $340,387.94. 

 

4. Collarenebri Residential Rate 

A Collarenebri Residential Ordinary Rate of zero point one two one eight two zero zero one 

(0.12182001) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised 

as Collarenebri Residential within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(b) of the 

Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of one hundred 

and fifty eight dollars and two cents ($158.02) representing 37% of the total yield in 

accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded 

from this ordinary rate is $86,269.84. 

 

5. Burren Junction Residential Rate 

A Burren Junction Residential Ordinary Rate of zero point zero three eight one one six zero 

eight (0.03811608) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-

categorised as Burren Junction Residential within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 

529(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of 

one hundred and forty nine dollars and seventy eight cents ($149.78) representing 37% of the 

total yield in accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total 

income yielded from this ordinary rate is $38,052.56. 

 

6. Carinda Residential Rate 

A Carinda Residential Ordinary Rate of zero point zero six nine four three three five one 

(0.06943351) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised 

as Carinda Residential within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(b) of the Local 

Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of eighty dollars and 

ninety five cents ($80.95) representing 44% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 

of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded from this ordinary rate is 

$12,510.43. 

 

7. Cumborah Residential Rate 

A Cumborah Residential Ordinary Rate of zero point zero zero five seven four nine nine two 

(0.00574992) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised 

as Cumborah Residential within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(b) of the 

Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of seventy six 

dollars and seventy seven cents ($76.77) representing 45% of the total yield in accordance 

with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded from this 

ordinary rate is $9,382.82. 
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8. Rowena/Come-By-Chance Residential Rate 

A Rowena/Come-By-Chance Residential Ordinary Rate of zero point three eight zero four 

three four one two (0.38043412) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable 

land sub-categorised as Rowena/Come-By-Chance Residential within Walgett Shire in 

accordance with section 529(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a 

base rate per assessment of seventy nine dollars and one cent ($79.01) representing 48% of 

the total yield in accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total 

income yielded from this ordinary rate is $6,255.21. 

 

9. Residential – Preserved Opal Fields Rate 

A Residential – Preserved Opal Fields Ordinary Rate of zero point zero four three eight four 

five zero one (0.04384501) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-

categorised as Residential – Preserved Opal Fields within Walgett Shire in accordance with 

section 529(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per 

assessment of one hundred and twenty nine dollars and fourteen cents ($129.14) 

representing 47% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of the Local Government 

Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded from this ordinary rate is $486,342.96. 

 

10. Business Rate 

A Business Ordinary Rate of zero point zero zero eight seven eight five two eight 

(0.00878528) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land within Walgett 

Shire categorised as Business in accordance with section 518 of the Local Government Act 

1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of one hundred and seventy seven dollars 

and two cents ($177.02) representing 46% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of 

the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded from this ordinary rate is 

$39,251.47. 

 

11. Walgett Business Rate 

A Walgett Business Ordinary Rate of zero point zero four one nine eight two six three 

(0.04198263) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised 

as Walgett Business within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(d) of the Local 

Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of two hundred and 

seventy three dollars and twenty two cents ($273.22) representing 29% of the total yield in 

accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded 

from this ordinary rate is $114,939.57. 

 

12. Lightning Ridge Business Rate 

A Lightning Ridge Business Ordinary Rate of zero point zero zero nine zero four two seven 

seven (0.00904277) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-

categorised as Lightning Ridge Business within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 

529(2)(d) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of 

four hundred and twenty five dollars and eighty cents ($425.80) representing 44% of the total 

yield in accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income 

yielded from this ordinary rate is $104,514.22. 

 

13. Collarenebri Business Rate 

A Collarenebri Business Ordinary Rate of zero point one three six eight three one one zero 

(0.13683110) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised 

as Collarenebri Business within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(d) of the 

Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of two hundred 

and twenty four dollars and fifteen cents ($224.15) representing 31% of the total yield in 
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accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded 

from this ordinary rate is $22,414.52. 

 

14. Burren Junction Business Rate 

A Burren Junction Business Ordinary Rate of zero point zero three six eight nine eight seven 

four (0.03689874) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-

categorised as Burren Junction Business within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 

529(2)(d) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of 

two hundred and eleven dollars and eleven cents ($211.11) representing 30% of the total 

yield in accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income 

yielded from this ordinary rate is $14,074.23. 

 

15. Carinda Business Rate 

A Carinda Business Ordinary Rate of zero point zero two two three six one zero zero 

(0.02236100) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised 

as Carinda Business within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(d) of the Local 

Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of one hundred and one 

dollars and sixty five cents ($101.65) representing 39% of the total yield in accordance with 

section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded from this ordinary 

rate is $5,212.68. 

 

16. Rowena/Come-By-Chance Business Rate 

A Rowena/Come-By-Chance Business Ordinary Rate of zero point three two nine five five five 

three nine (0.32955539) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-

categorised as Business within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(d) of the 

Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per assessment of one hundred 

and forty two dollars and ninety eight cents ($142.98) representing 48% of the total yield in 

accordance with section 500 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded 

from this ordinary rate is $2,085.07. 

 

17. Business – Preserved Opal Fields Rate 

A Business – Preserved Opal Fields Ordinary Rate of zero point zero five five five zero seven 

zero three (0.05550703) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-

categorised as Business – Preserved Opal Fields within Walgett Shire in accordance with 

section 529(2)(d) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW and having a base rate per 

assessment of one hundred and twenty nine dollars and fourteen cents ($129.14) 

representing 40% of the total yield in accordance with section 500 of the Local Government 

Act 1993 NSW.  Total income yielded from this ordinary rate is $27,105.93. 

 

18. Rural (Farmland) 

A Rural (Farmland) Ordinary Rate of zero point zero zero two nine five nine zero nine 

(0.00295909) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land within Walgett 

Shire categorised as Farmland in accordance with section 515 of the Local Government Act 

1993 NSW, subject to a minimum amount of two hundred and two dollars and fifty cents 

($202.50).  Total income yielded from this ordinary rate is $2,772,102.73 

 

19. Rural Irrigable (Farmland) 

A Rural Irrigable Ordinary Rate of zero point zero zero two nine five nine zero nine 

(0.00295909) cents in the dollar levied on the land value of all rateable land sub-categorised 

as Rural Irrigable (Farmland) within Walgett Shire in accordance with section 529(2)(a) of the 

Local Government Act 1993 NSW, subject to a minimum amount of two hundred and two 

dollars and fifty cents ($202.50).  Total income yielded from this ordinary rate is $767,071.79 
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That, in accordance with section 496 and 501 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, Council make 
the Annual Charges (numbered 1 to 19) for every parcel of rateable land within the Walgett Shire for 
the 2015/2016 rating year commencing 1 July 2015 as detailed in the Operation Plan 2015/2016 – 
Statement of Revenue Policy.  A summary of these Ordinary Rates is noted in Table 1 below. 
 
 
Domestic Waste Management Services 
That, in accordance with section 496 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, Council make an 
annual charge of four hundred and fifty dollar exactly ($450.00) per service for the provision of 
domestic waste management services for each parcel of rateable land for which the service is 
available for the 2015/2016 rating year commencing on 1

st
 July 2015. 

 
That, in accordance with section 496 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, Council make an 
annual charge of four hundred and fifty dollar exactly ($450.00) per service requested to non-rateable 
residential properties for the 2015/2016 rating year commencing on 1

st
 July 2015. 

 
Water Supply, Sewerage Services and Waste Management Services 
That, in accordance with section 501 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, Council make the 
annual charges for Water Supply, Sewerage Services and Waste Management Services for the 
2015/2016 rating year commencing on 1

st
 July 2015.  These charges are set out in Council’s 

Operational Plan – Schedule of Fees and Charges 2015/2016 under the headings Waste 
Management, Trade Waste Management, Sewerage and Water and listed in Table 2 below. 
 
TABLE 2 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE PROVIDED WASTE MANAGEMENT

2015/2016 GST TOTAL

Waste Management Charge (S501) per annum 49.40$         Nil 49.40$          

SERVICE PROVIDED DOMESTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT

2015/2016 GST TOTAL

Garbage Collection Charge (S496) per occupancy per bin per annum 450.00$        Nil 450.00$        

SERVICE PROVIDED TRADE WASTE MANAGEMENT

2015/2016 GST TOTAL

240L MGB Collection - weekly collection per bin per annum 450.00$        Nil 450.00$        

360L MGB Collection - twice weekly collection per bin per annum 1,285.30$     Nil 1,285.30$     

360L MGB weekly Service per bin per annum 642.65$        Nil 642.65$        

SERVICE PROVIDED SEWERAGE

2015/2016 GST TOTAL

All properties either connected to or within 75 metres of a Council sewer main and able to connect are charged

Walgett per annum  $       454.11  Nil  $       454.11 

Lightning Ridge per annum  $       403.24  Nil  $       403.24 

Collarenebri per annum  $       494.75  Nil  $       494.75 

Additional Sewer Connections (per connection)

Walgett per annum  $       454.11  Nil  $       454.11 

Lightning Ridge per annum  $       403.24  Nil  $       403.24 

Collarenebri per annum  $       494.75  Nil  $       494.75 

Walgett per cistern  $         71.16  Nil  $         71.16 

Lightning Ridge per cistern  $         63.28  Nil  $         63.28 

Collarenebri per cistern  $         64.05  Nil  $         64.05 

Cistern charges - Applicable to Business categories (per toilet/urinal)
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Accrual of Interest on Overdue Rates and Charges 
Circular number 15-14 released on 5

th
 May 2015 by the Division of Local Government has set the 

maximum interest on overdue rates and charges for the 2015/2016 rating year at eight point five 
percent (8.5%). It is recommended that, in accordance with Section 566 of the Local Government Act 
1993 NSW, Council adopt this rate of interest to be applied on overdue rates and charges in the 
2015/2016 rating year commencing on 1

st
 July 2015. 

 
Discount for Prompt Payment in Full 
In accordance with section 563 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW Council offer a three point six 
percent (3.6%) discount for payment in full of total annual rates and charges (less any rebates) for 
ratepayers whose payments are received in full on or before the 31 August 2015. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
 
Local Government Act 1993 NSW 
Circular 15-14 - Office of Local Government 
Operational Plan – Schedule of Fees and Charges 2015/2016 

SERVICE PROVIDED WATER

2015/2016 GST TOTAL

ACCESS

River Water - Walgett and Collarenebri

20mm Connection Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

20mm Connection Non Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

25mm Connection Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

25mm Connection Non Residential  $       711.47 Nil  $       711.47 

32mm Connection Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

32mm Connection Non Residential  $    1,165.84 Nil  $    1,165.84 

40mm Connection Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

40mm Connection Non Residential  $    1,821.91 Nil  $    1,821.91 

50mm Connection Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

50mm Connection Non Residential  $    2,847.01 Nil  $    2,847.01 

75mm Connection Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

75mm Connection Non Residential  $    6,405.49 Nil  $    6,405.49 

100mm Connection Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

100mm Connection Non Residential  $  11,386.92 Nil  $   11,386.92 

Unmetered Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

Unmetered Non Residential  $       455.49 Nil  $       455.49 

All properties either connected to or within 225 metres of a Council water main and able to connect are charged

Access charges are charged per connection or possible connection. For example where a property has the potential to connect to both raw water and 

filtered water mains, two access charges will apply even though the land may not actually be supplied with water from any water pipe of the council.

Bore Water - Lightning Ridge, Carinda and Rowena

20mm Connection Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 
20mm Connection Non Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

25mm Connection Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

25mm Connection Non Residential  $       468.78 Nil  $       468.78 

32mm Connection Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

32mm Connection Non Residential  $       769.10 Nil  $       769.10 

40mm Connection Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

40mm Connection Non Residential  $    1,201.31 Nil  $    1,201.31 

50mm Connection Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

50mm Connection Non Residential  $    1,877.32 Nil  $    1,877.32 

75mm Connection Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

75mm Connection Non Residential  $    4,202.46 Nil  $    4,202.46 

100mm Connection Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

100mm Connection Non Residential  $    7,467.89 Nil  $    7,467.89 

Unmetered Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

Unmetered Non Residential  $       300.35 Nil  $       300.35 

USAGE

River Water - Walgett and Collarenebri

Filtered Usage Charge per kilolitre <500kl  $       0.7565 Nil  $       0.7565 

Filtered Usage Charge per kilolitre>500kl  $       1.0591 Nil  $       1.0591 

Raw Usage Charge per kilolitre <600kl  $       0.2510 Nil  $       0.2510 

Raw Usage Charge per kilolitre >600kl  $       0.3515 Nil  $       0.3515 

Bore Water - Lightning Ridge, Carinda and Rowena

Usage Charge per kilolitre <600kl  $       0.2222  Nil  $       0.2222 

Usage Charge per kilolitre >600kl  $       0.3111  Nil  $       0.3111 
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Governance Issues 
 
Council will ensure it remains fair, equitable and transparent in the process of making the rates and 
charges annually and has meet requirements of Section 532 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW 
 
Environmental issues: 
 
There are no identified environmental issues relating to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Residents 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Council must ensure that it makes the rates and charges for 2015/2016 rating year commencing on 
1

st
 July 2015 by resolution at a Council meeting and that relevant sections of the Local Government 

Act 1993 NSW are quoted to ensure legitimacy of these rates and charges once adopted and levied. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
 
There are no alternative options available to Council I when making the annual rates and charges 
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Conclusion: 

 

Making of the Ordinary Rates for the 2014/2015 year 

 
Motion: 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Resolves in accordance with sections 534 and 535 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, 

to make the Ordinary Rates for the 2015/2016 rating year commencing 1
st
 July 2015 as set 

out in Table 1 below on the land value for all rateable land within each category and sub-
category at the amount in the dollar specified and the applicable base amounts for each 
category and sub-category applied in accordance with section 500 of the Local Government 
Act 1993 NSW. 

 
TABLE 1 

 
 
2. Resolves in accordance with section 496 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, Council 

make an annual charge of $450.00 per service for the provision of domestic waste 
management services for each parcel of rateable land for which the service is available for 
the 2015/2016 rating year commencing on 1

st
 July 2015. 

 
3. Resolves in accordance with section 496 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, Council 

make an annual charge of $450.00 per service requested to non-rateable residential 
properties for the 2015/2016 rating year commencing on 1

st
 July 2015. 

 
4. Resolves in accordance with section 501 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, Council 

make the annual charges for Water Supply, Sewerage Services and Waste Management 
Services for the 2015/2016 rating year commencing on 1

st
 July 2015.  These charges are set 

out in Council’s Operational Plan – Schedule of Fees and Charges 2015/2016 under the 
headings Waste Management, Trade Waste Management, Sewerage and Water and are 
included in Table 2. 
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TABLE 2 
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5. Resolves in accordance with Section 566 of the Local Government Act 1993 NSW, to adopt 

an interest rate on overdue rates and charges for the 2015/2016 rating year commencing on 
1

st
 July 2015 of 8.5%, being the maximum rate set by the Office of Local Government. 

 
6. Resolves in accordance with Section 563 of the Local Government Act 1993, to adopt a 

discount of 3.6% for payment in full of total rates and charges (less any rebates) for 
ratepayers whose payments are received in full on or before the 31 August 2015. 

 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
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2013/14 – 2016/17 DELIVERY PROGRAM, 2015/2016 OPERATIONAL 

PLAN AND BUDGET AND LONG TERM TEN (10) YEAR FINANCIAL 

PLAN INCLUDING FEES AND CHARGERS  
 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 
FILE NUMBER:   12/112 

 
Summary 
This report recommends the 2013/2014 – 2016/2017 Delivery Program and 2015/2016 
Operational Plan and Budget and Long Term Ten (10) Year Financial Plan and Fees and 
Charges be formally made and adopted as required under the Local Government Act (1993) 
for the 2015/16 financial year. The making of the rate and associated charges is dealt with 
by way of a separate report. 
 
Background 
The 2015/2016 Operational Plan and Budget including all section 356 donations and the 
Schedule of Fees and Charges for the 2015/16 year, the Delivery Program for the four years 
starting 2013/14, and the Long Term Financial Plan for the 10 year period starting 2015/16 
were placed on exhibition on 20 May 2015, and public comment invited with submissions 
closing at Midday on Thursday 18 June 2015. 
 
Current Position 
 
Public submission documents: 
One submission was received from the Australian Opal Centre (AOC) seeking financial 
support from Council of $50,000 per year over three (3) years. The submission also seeks 
support for a commitment from council to purchase the shincracker gravel. In 2016 / 2017 
and 2017 / 2018 the AOC is seeking a commitment to upgrade the Lightning Ridge Airport 
and to extend the bitumen on the three Mile Road to the AOC. The submission is attached 
and a separate report on the components of the submission will be tabled at the meeting. 
 
Operating Results 

 
 
2015 / 2016 Fees and Charges,  
The fees and charges have been reviewed and largely remain at 2014/ 2015 levels.  
 Some fees such as the Sec 603 rates certificate are legislated and the fee reflects advice 
from the Division of Local Government.  
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Section 356 Donations 
Council has included within its 2015/16 budget a total of $533,500 in donations to be 
provided to eligible recipients in accordance with section 356 of the Local Government Act 
as detailed below: 
 

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation.  
 
Governance issues 
Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation. 
 
Stakeholders 
Walgett Shire Community 
Walgett Shire Council 
Division of Local Government 
 
Financial Implications 
The respective financial details relating to the components of this report are detailed in the 
Budget Folders. 
 

Title of Report; Delivery Program, Operational Plan, Long Term Financial Plan  
Including Fees and Charges 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council having considered any submissions received: 
 
1.  Adopts the 2015 / 2016 Operational Plan and Budget, 2013/2014 – 2016/2017 

Delivery Program and Long Term Ten (10) Year Financial Plan.  
 
2. Adopts Fees and Charges 2015/2016 as listed in the Schedule of Fees and Charges 

2015/2016 with Council reserving the right to vary fees and charges of a commercial 
nature as circumstances require.  

 
3. Adopts the Water Pricing Structure as set out in the Schedule of Fees and Charges 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Letter dated 15th June, 2015 from Australian Opal Centre- Rebel Black 
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Mr Don Ramsland 

General Manager 

Walgett Shire Council 

PO Box 31 

Walgett  NSW 2832 

 

15th June 2015 

Dear Don, 

Australian Opal Centre – Walgett Shire Council Budget REQUEST: 

Conditional Commitment to Capital Funding and 

Mutually Beneficial Public Works 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on and contribute to Council’s budgetary process, and to 

make a case for a financial investment and other support from Walgett Shire Council to reach the 

$30 million capital fundraising target required for construction of a nationally-significant Australian 

Opal Centre (AOC) facility at Lightning Ridge, Walgett Shire. We would appreciate your support in 

presenting these requests to Council. 

As you are aware from ongoing discussions including yourself and the Mayor (Councillor Lane), the 

AOC is preparing to make funding submissions to the Australian and NSW governments, seeking a 

combined contribution of $20 million in 2015. The AOC is a strong candidate for funding under the 

Australian Government’s Stronger Regions funding program and as a project of state significance, 

warrants major investment by the NSW Government.  

A further $10 million is required. Walgett Shire Council is uniquely positioned to spearhead the 

AOC’s campaign to raise this remaining capital. As the first major contributor to this campaign, 

Council would enable the Australian Opal Centre to leverage contributions from other local 

governments, regional organisations, private donors, philanthropists, individuals and corporations. 

We invite and urge Walgett Shire Council to make a budget allocation of $50,000 per year, over 3 

years (total $150,000), to the AOC Capital campaign, commencing in the 2015-16 financial year.  To 

minimise risk, we suggest that Council’s commitment be made on the proviso that funds are not 

required to be paid until commitments are obtained for the balance of capital required. 
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This modest contribution amounts to slightly more than 1% of the shire’s rate revenue, and only 

0.5% of the total cost of the project. In restricting our request to $50,000 per year we have been 

mindful of other community needs, and other demands on Council funds.  

The Australian Opal Centre provides an opportunity for Council to invest, on behalf of its ratepayers, 

in a capital project that will add enormous economic value to the shire both during construction and 

afterwards. Early estimates from a Cost/Benefit Analysis show a positive impact on employment 

during construction of 268.3 fte jobs, with 16.8 direct fte jobs in year 1 of operation. Economic 

flow-ons from job creation and increase in tourism spend are highly significant.  

By investing $150,000 over three years, Council can leverage a project that will create 268.3 full time 

equivalent jobs. That’s $559 per job. If for a one-off spend of less than $600, Council could create a 

brand new full time local job with ongoing, long-term economic impact, would it? The Australian 

Opal Centre urges Council to do so, multiplied to guarantee exceptional return on Council 

investment. 

We understand that Council is seeking to identify and implement drought mitigation strategies. The 

Australian Opal Centre represents a serious opportunity to create resilience around drought cycles. 

We also invite Council to consider the following commitments, which for the purpose of state and 

federal government funding programs would provide further evidence of local government support, 

adding significant value to AOC funding submissions and creating wider community benefits. 

2015/2016 financial year: 

 Purchase shincracker stockpiled on the AOC construction site for beneficial re-use as 

roadbase 

2016/2017 – 2017/2018: 

 Upgrade Lightning Ridge airport to enable larger aircraft to land/take off and refuel 

 Extend bitumen on the Three Mile Road to the Australian Opal Centre site 

 

Please contact me if you wish to discuss these proposals further. I look forward to hearing from you 

soon and thank you for your serious consideration of these matters. 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

Rebel Black 

President, LROFC Inc 

Proudly building the Australian Opal Centre at Lightning Ridge 
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LIGHTNING RIDGE WATER FUND REVIEW 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Stephen Holland – Director Corporate Services 
FILE NUMBER:   12/14 

 
Summary: 
This report follows an earlier report in August 2013 (resolution 8/2013/27). The report details  
The financial history of the Lightning Ridge Water Fund for the period 2008/2009 to  
2014/2015. The details for 2014 / 2015 are the trial balance as at 22nd May 2015. 
 
Background: 
The council has previously been provided with a report outlining the status of all Water Fund 
(Walgett, lightning Ridge, Collarenebri, Villages), recently Council requested details of the 
history and current position in regard to Lightning Ridge Water Fund.  
 
 
Current Position: 
The attached details the income statement & statement of financial position. The following  
are the key area’s affecting cash movement for the Lightning Ridge Water Fund (LRWF): 
 
Income Statement 

- In 2010/2011 Council resolved to reduce the income gained from rate payers in order 
to reduce the cash balance that had accumulated in the Lightning Ridge Water Fund. 
The effect of this was that the water fund would record an operational deficit and 
progressively draw down the cash position from that point.  

- Up until 2012 / 2013 a proportion of administrative costs were apportioned across all 
of the minor funds including LRWF.  

 
Statement of Financial Position (Balance Sheet) 

- Effects on the decreasing cash and cash equivalents held by Lightning Ridge Water 
Fund can be attributed to the operational deficit from 2010/2011 onwards, changes in 
annualised depreciation (non-cash expense) and the movement in receivables (cash 
received or owing).  

- Borrowings have not increased, there is only small residual values remaining. 
- Infrastructure, Property, Plant & Equipment values have changed significantly since 

2001/2012. This was marginally related to capital expenditure on the new bore at 
Lighting Ridge but more over these figures reflect movement by way of asset 
revaluation as required under the current accounting practices.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Annual Financial statements for relevant years. 
 
Governance issues: 
Councils annual statements are prepared in accordance with the relevant legislation and 
accounting standards. In addition it is proposed that the auditors be requested to review 
the LRWF and confirm its cash position. 
 
Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this matter. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire  
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Financial Implications: 
As per the attached financial statement. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
The attached financial statement details the financial history of the LRWF for five (5) years  
and the year to date to 22 May 2015. The report notes a reduction in the cash position over  
The period with the main contributing factors being the adoption of successive deficit  
budgets and the construction of the new bore. The report recommends that the financial  
position of the fund be reviewed and confirmed by council’s Auditor. 

 
Lightning Ridge Water Fund Review 

 
Recommendation:  
 
That Council note the report and that the Auditor be requested to review and confirm that  
financial position of the Lightning Ridge Water Fund. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachments:  
Walgett Shire – Water Fund History 
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14.3 DIRECTOR PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES   

DEVELOPMENT & COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE 

APPLICATIONS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 
AUTHOR:    Matt Clarkson, Town Planner 
FILE NUMBER:   09/1367-03 
 

 
Summary: 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed by Council staff under delegated authority. 
 
Background: 
Most Development Applications (DA) lodged with Walgett Shire Council are assessed by Council’s 
Town Planner and/or Director of Planning & Regulatory Services.  If appropriate, they are then 
approved by the Director or General Manager under delegated authority.  Only applications 
recommended for refusal, or where objections have been received from the public, are referred to 
Council for determination. 
 
Complying Development Certificate (CDC) applications which are compliant with relevant building and 
development standards are assessed and approved by Council’s Senior Health and Building 
Surveyor, Andrew Wilson, who is a NSW Building Professionals Board Accredited Certifier. 
 
Current position: 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications recently dealt with under delegated authority by Council 
staff.  Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
* Respective DA and CDC files. 
* Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
* Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. 
* State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008. 
 
Governance issues: 
DAs: DAs are assessed under against a series of “matters for consideration” specified under section 
79C of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and any relevant statutory 
requirements (such as regulations, Walgett Local Environmental Plan, and State Environmental 
Planning Policies).  Section 80A of the Act provides that Council may impose conditions of 
development consent.  It is appropriate and normal practice to impose conditions that are related to 
the nature and scale of the development, as well as the environment in which it will occur. 
 
CDCs: Standards for complying development are defined by the relevant State Environmental 
Planning Policy (SEPP).  Sub-section 85A(7) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 provides that Council cannot refuse a CDC application which complies with the relevant 
development standards and regulatory requirements (eg plans and specifications demonstrate 
compliance with the Building Code of Australia).  Conditions that apply to a CDC are specified by the 
SEPP under which the application is approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

114 
 

A simplified overview of development classification and approval processes is provided in the diagram 
below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Environmental issues: 
DAs: A Statement of Environmental Effects is required to be lodged with a DA that contains 
environmental information appropriate for the nature and scale of the development, as well as the 
setting in which it is proposed to occur.  Under statutory requirements, some developments of a large 
scale and/or proposed for a sensitive area may require significant additional supporting environmental 
information. 
 
CDCs: Complying development is restricted to certain types of land use, particular zones and may be 
excluded from environmentally sensitive areas, bush fire prone land, etc. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Public, applicants, Council, Department of Planning & Infrastructure. 
 
Financial implications: 
Part of the costs incurred assessing and inspecting respective developments is recovered from 
application and inspection fees. 
 
Alternative solutions/options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
It is recommended that Council note the current level of development activity within the Shire. 
 

Development and complying development certificate Applications 

 
Recommendation: 
 
Note the report on Development and Complying Development Certificate applications 
dealt with by Council staff under delegated authority for April - May 2015 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
A - DAs & CDCs approved APRIL – MAY 2015 
ATTACHMENT A - DAs & CDCs APPROVED APRIL - MAY 2015 
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14.4 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES  

REMOVAL GRIDS ON BURRANBAA ROAD     
 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit - Director Engineering Services 
FILE NUMBER:   11/211  

 
Summary:  
Council has received a request from Mr.G.J O’ Brien for the removal of four single grids and 
fence up of 14 km   standard fencing on Burranbaa Road in Lightning Ridge. The estimated 
cost involved in the removal and restoration is $ 24,000 (incl GST).  This report recommends 
that Council accept the cost and the proposal to remove & erect the fencing by the 
landowner.  
 
Background: 
Walgett Shire Council has established a policy to encourage the removal of unsatisfactory 
stock grids and the fencing of road reserves. Based on the policy, the removal of grids by 
Walgett Shire Council at no cost to the landholder and $ 4000 per grid to be contributed to  
the land holder upon receipt of  a correctly rendered tax invoice made payable to Walgett 
Shire Council. 
 
Current Position: 
The operation activities required include an excavator, truck, grader, roller, water cart and 4 
operators. Council has estimated the removal, cartage to depot and the restoration of the 
site to cost approximately $2000 per grid and the grid will have a salvage value.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Walgett Shire Council Grid Policy 
 
Governance issues:  
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council,  
Rate payers  
Other road users 
 
Financial Implications: 
WSC Management Plan 2015/2016. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

1. Remove, cart and restoration works by Council by spending $2000 per grid  
 
2. Remove, cart and restoration works by land holder and give a lump sum of $24,000 

including  Council’s contribution ( $ 4000 per grid) for four grid upon receipt of  a 
correctly rendered tax invoice made payable to Walgett Shire Council.  
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Conclusion: 
It is benefit for council to let the land holder to carry out all the removal and restoration of the 
grid site. The cost to carry out the work by council could be higher than estimate as the plant 
is required for full day. 
 

Removal grids on Burranbaa Road     

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council approve the proposed amount of $ 24,000 (Including Council’s contribution at $ 
4000 per grid) to remove the four grids, cart it away from land holder’s property and restore 
the site as per Council’s requirement, all work to be undertaken by the landowner at their 
expense. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil  
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MONTHLY RURAL INFRASTRUCTUE AND SUPPORT SERVICE 

PROGRESS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

– MAY 2015  
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   12/211 
 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council relating to the Engineering Services work 
progress till 31st May 2015.  
 
Background: 
A budget of $18.83 Million including RMCC work has been allocated to the Rural 

Infrastructure and Support Service for capital & maintenance works, fleet management and   

engineering administration for 2014/2015.  

 
Current Position: 
One construction team is working in full swing on Peel Street rehabilitation. Other two 
construction teams are working in Highways. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2014/15 Operational Plan and Budget 

 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e procurement and tendering.  

 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project by project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 

 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
As at 31st May 2015, $ 11.11 m has been spent from a total amount of $18.83 allocated for 
2014/2015 budget and the expenditure for capital and maintenance works only as is $ 
3,780,397.The Major remaining works are replacement of vehicle, New Depot and   Road 
projects under Fixing Country Roads schemes.  

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 

 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
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Monthly Rural Infrastructure and Support Service Progress report from Director 
Engineering Services  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly work progress report for 
May 2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
Attachment:  
2014/2015 Budget allocations up the 31st May 2015 
 
The rural infrastructure and support services 2014/2015 Budget allocations for capital and 

maintenance works are as follows: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Ledger Item 

Actuals, 
Committed and 
Oncost up to31st 
May   2015 

Budget 
% 

Budget 
Remarks 

Engineering 
Administration 

$524,987 $667,843 79%   

Emergency 
Services (RFS * 
SES) 

$286,150 $335,200 85%   

Enforcement of 
Regulations 

$7,206 $20,000 36%   

Fleet Operations $1,597,220 $2,507,716 64%   

Local Roads 
Operations 

$57,488 $77,000 75% 
Excluding 
Depreciation 
amount 

Local Roads 
Maintenance 

$560,672 $678,739 83%   

Regional Roads 
Operations 

$63,573 $65,000 98% 
 Excluding 
Depreciation 
amount 

Regional Roads 
Maintenance 

$576,125 $726,667 79%   

Walgett Depot 
Renewal and 
Improvements 

$1,937 $1,400,000 0%   

Fleet Renewal and 
Improvement 

$105,039 $1,335,000 8%   

Total $3,780,397 $7,813,165 48%   
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MONTHLY RMCC WORKS REPORT FROM DIRECTOR 

ENGINEERING SERVICES – MAY 2015  
 

REPORTING SECTION: Engineering Services 
AUTHOR:    Raju Ranjit –Director Engineering Services  
FILE NUMBER:   12/211 
 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of progress relating to the RMCC works till 
31st   May 2015. 
 
Background: 
The initial contact award for 2014/2015 was $ 3,390,000. Due to the increase of   scope of 
works RMS has approved a variation of $ 1,488,119. The current contract is $ 4,878,119. 
 
The scope of works involved in this contract is: 
 
Resealing, Heavy Patching, HW 12 Mt Brandon Widening, Grids Replacement (New item), 
Big Warrambool widening (new item) and Routine works. Recently, replacement of guard rail 
posts has been added on the contract.  
 
Current Position: 

 SH12 – heavy patching work 

 Guardrail Posts  

 Inspections and maintenance work  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
RMCC 

 
Governance issues: 
Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Residents 

 
Financial Implications: 
As at 31st May 2015, $ 3,751,343 has been spent from a total amount of $4,878,119, 
provided in 2014/2015 budget.   

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitoring the work progress of RMCC to ensure the works 
complete within the guidelines. 
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Monthly RMCC works Report from Director Engineering Services – May 2015 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly RMCC works report for May 2015. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachments:  
 
The funding allocations for 2014/2015 RMCC works are $4,878,119 details are as follows: 
 

SN Description Budget 

Expenditure 
Till 
30/05/2015 

Expenditur
e in 
percentage 

Physical 
status 

1 Routine works 
$1,160,000.0

0 
$1,141,631.3

2 98.42% Completed 

  Ordered Works         

2 Heavy patching 
$1,149,178.3

7 $808,226.35 70.33% On going 

3 
HW 12 Warrambool 
Widening $703,416.80 $522,280.44 74.25% Completed 

4 Resealing 
$1,095,163.6

5 $948,673.99 86.62% Completed 

5 Grids Replacement $146,351.06 $83,606.01 57.13% Completed 

6 Culvert Headwall Works $65,000 $40,825.09 62.81% Completed 

7 Culvert Replacement   $139,903.71 100.00% 

( paid on 
2013/2014 
but 
completed on 
2014/2015) 

8 Table drains $35,000.00 $32,586.80 93.11% Completed 

9 Soil Tests LR Rutting $23,919.40 $3,287.11 13.74% Completed 

10 

Guardrail posts for Jim 
Harper, 13 Mile Culvert, 2 
Mile, 5 Mile, 13 Mile, 21 
Mile, 23 Mile, 26 Mile, Big 
Warrambools, Barwon, Pian 
Ck, Pagan Ck Bridges and 
Wire Rope of 5 culverts 
SH18N $500,090.00 30322.45 6.06% On going 

TOTAL   $4,878,119 $3,751,343 76.90%   
 

 
 

 


