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10 June 2009 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
in the Walgett Shire Council Chambers commencing at 10.00am. 
 
 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett 
Shire and I would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

Councillor Colless has advised that he will be unable to attend the June Council Meeting  

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 

8. Reserve Trust Management Reports 

1. Lightning Ridge Caravan Park – Various Matters ......................................... 22 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

1a. Walgett Shire Council – Mayoral Minute – Nomination to Western Lands 
Advisory Council ........................................................................................... 26 
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10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

12. Councillor‟s Questions with Notice 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives  

2. Netwaste Forum Minutes .............................................................................. 30 

3. Camps on Claims Working Group Minutes ................................................... 35 

4. Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee – Minutes of Meeting ........................... 41 

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER  

5. Fees for Mayor and Councillors .................................................................... 46 

6. Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors .................. 53 

7. Sister Cities Australia National Conference................................................... 66 

8. Naming of Proposed Park in Collarenebri ..................................................... 81 

9. Report on Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013 .................................. 82 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

10. Adoption of Youth Strategy – A Five Year Plan ........................................... 107 

11. Country and Regional Living Expo – Go West ............................................ 109 

12. NAIDOC Celebrations ................................................................................. 111 

13. Trevallion Park Welcome Sign .................................................................... 112 

14. Community Development and Tourism Quarterly Report – April/June 2009114 

15. Investment Report as at 31 May 2009 ........................................................ 117 

16. Lehman Brothers Investment Report .......................................................... 119 

17. Irrigable Land Rates and Rural Assessments Less than 40  
Hectares Report .......................................................................................... 133 

18. Budget Submissions ................................................................................... 136 

19. Management Plan and Budget 2009/2010 Report ...................................... 138 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

20. Joint Regional Planning Panel Nominations................................................ 158 

21. Local Orders Polcy ...................................................................................... 169 

22. Fire Damaged Heritage Bulding – Collarenebri ........................................... 184 

23. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications ........... 188 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

24. Lightning Ridge Diving Pool Heating System .............................................. 192 

25. Impact of the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS) on Landfill 
Management ............................................................................................... 212 

26. Lightning Ridge Toilet Block Concept Design ............................................. 216 

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

27. Council Policy AFM - Road Maintenance Policy ......................................... 223 
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16.  Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES  

1.  Installation of Water Meters in Walgett and Collarenebri ............................................. 3 
1a. Sale of 8 Euroka Street, Walgett to K Hook ............................................................... 21 

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

2.  Tenders – Bridge Construction  ................................................................................. 31 

19. Close of Meeting 
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3. Apologies 

 
Councillor Colless has advised that he will be unable to attend the June Council Meeting  
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the apology be received and leave of absence granted for Councillor Colless 

for the June Council Meeting 
 
 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That the minutes of the Council Meeting held 26 May 2009 be confirmed. 
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8. Reserve Trust Management Reports 

 

1. LIGHTNING RIDGE CARAVAN PARK – VARIOUS MATTERS  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   230/05/30/49 

 

 
Summary: 
 
At the April 2009 Council Meeting it was resolved that ―a further report be placed before the June 
2009 meeting of Council in respect of the following matters: the status of permanent residents; the 
future of lessee owned transportable dwellings; outstanding works and outstanding rent.‖ It should 
be noted that the current lease expires on the 4th October 2009.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The current approval to operate a caravan park and camp ground (issued 9th March 2007) allows 
for: 40 caravan sites for long term residents; 4 moveable dwellings with en-suites for short term 
residents; 20 caravan sites and 24 camping sites for short term residents. Currently there are 
approximately 20 long term residents on site and this is in accord with the approval. 
 
The lessee owns 4 transportable dwellings which are located on lots 61 to 64 inclusive (see 
attached plan). It should be noted that these dwellings are in fact located on the title of the 
adjoining Hospital land as a consequence of the Council erecting a fence on an incorrect 
alignment. The Lessee, quite understandably, is not prepared to relocate the dwellings as the 
placement of the fence led him to believe that he was placing the dwellings on the Council 
controlled site. It is proposed that Council either realign the fence, or gain Health Department 
agreement to re-subdivide (previously not forthcoming), once the existing lessee has vacated the 
site. 
 
Council‘s Building Surveyor advises that considerable works have been completed on the site 
since the latest approval was issued but that 4 structures are in a structurally unacceptable state. 
The Building Surveyor is preparing a Notice of Intention to Issue an Order pursuant to Section 
121B of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 which will be served on each of 
the owners of the structures requiring either repair or demolition. The locations of the 4 structures 
are identified on the attached plan. 
 
The rent for the park is $25,000 per annum and no rent is outstanding. 
 
The general condition of the park is poor and much work will be required to bring it up to a 
standard whereby revenue will be optimised and tourism benefits maximised. With this in mind, 
options are currently being explored for engaging a specialist Park Management Company to run 
the park for a period of a 18 months or so once the current lease expires to allow time for a range 
of issues to be addressed and certain upgrading work to be undertaken prior to a lease being 
tendered to the market.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Approval to Operate a Caravan Park and Camp Ground issued 9th March 2007. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Council, Lightning Ridge residents, Department of Lands. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil  
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be noted. 
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Plan of Park, Photo of Park. 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

23 June 2009   Page 24 of 224 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

23 June 2009   Page 25 of 224 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

23 June 2009   Page 26 of 224 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

 

1A. WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL – MAYORAL MINUTE – NOMINATION 
TO WESTERN LANDS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

COUNCIL MEETING:  23rd June 2009 

SUBJECT:    Nomination to Western Lands Advisory Council 

 

 

Summary: 
 
The Western Division Group of the Shires Association nominates two members to the Western 
Lands Advisory Council. There is currently one Local Government vacancy and Council has the 
option of supporting a nominee from Bourke Shire Council or nominating its own candidate for 
consideration by the Western Division Group. 

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Western Lands Advisory Council has the following functions: 

 To advise the Minister on matters relevant to the objects of the Western Lands Act 1901 

 To advise the Minister on matters affecting the administration of the Western Division 

 To consult with people and organisations that have an interest in any matter affecting the 
administration of the Western Division 

 
One of the Western Division Group‘s nominees (Councillor Wayne O‘Mally from Bourke Shire) 
has resigned from the Advisory Council leaving Councillor Clive Linnett of Central Darling Shire as 
the only Local Government representative. 
 
Councillor Murray has previously been a member of the Advisory Council (representing the NSW 
Farmers Western Division Council) and is prepared to be nominated for membership once more. 
Councillor Andrew Lewis of Bourke Shire Council has also been nominated. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 

 

Stakeholders: 
 
Residents and lessees within the Western Division 
 

Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendation: 
 
1.  That Councillor Murray be nominated by Council to be a Western Division Group 

nomination to the Minister for Land‟s Western Lands Advisory Council.  
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Attachments:  
 
Letter from the Secretary of the Western Division Group of the Shires Association of NSW; 
Department of Lands description of the Western Lands Advisory Council. 
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10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

 

12. Councillors Questions with Notice 

 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

 

2. NETWASTE FORUM MINUTES  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:   Siegfredo O Coralde – Director of Urban Infrastructure Services  

FILE NUMBER:   031/00/02/16 

 

 
Summary:  
 
This report recommends that Council note and accepts the Minutes of Meeting held at Bourke 
Shire Council on 28 May 2009. 
 
Walgett Shire Council representatives were unable to attend the Bourke Forum. 
 
Significant observations: 
 
Netwaste is actively coordinating with participating Councils in promoting waste minimisation 
initiatives. One such initiative is the idea of removing organics from landfills. Tamworth, Lachlan 
and Shoalhaven Councils models are currently being examined and based on the opportunities 
that organic end-products can be utilized to benefit the community at large. Netwaste will put 
together a draft workshop plan and distribute to all participating Councils including Walgett Shire 
shortly. A workshop is planned for 27 August 2009 at Parkes where the final venue is yet to be 
determined.  
 
Bourke Shire Council gave a presentation of the ‗Village Scrap Metal Project‘ explaining the 
implementation processes and its benefits to the small village communities. This paper is not 
available for Council‘s viewing.  
 
Netwaste is considering holding the ‗green bag‘ regional trials with active participation of local 
schools and The Green Bags Co and Replas (Repeat Plastics Australia). No detail of this project 
is available at his stage. 
 
Weddin Shire Council will host ―Waste to Art‖ Regional Exhibition in 2011.  
 
Financial Implications: 
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None. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council note and accepts the Minutes of the Meeting on 28 May 2009. 
 
2. That Council asks Bourke Shire Council to provide a copy of the „Village Scrap 

Metal Project‟ for reference in promoting its own metal recycling scheme in the 
future. 

 
3. That Council sends a formal expression of interest to Netwaste to host the „Waste to 

Art Regional Exhibition‟ in Walgett in 2012. 

 

Attachments: 
 
Minutes of the 28 May 2009 Bourke Meeting  
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3. CAMPS ON CLAIMS WORKING GROUP MINUTES  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services  

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/03/84 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of external bodies are generally placed before Council for noting and discussion where 

appropriate. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The draft minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting held on 27 May 2009 are 
attached. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, dated 
October 2008 (To be updated as per Council resolutions 24 February 2009). 
Outcomes Summary from the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy Councillor 
Workshop held on 17 February 2009. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the draft minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting held on 27 

May 2009. 
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14. Reservation of items for Debate 

 

15. Reports of Officers 

 

4. LIGHTNING RIDGE PRECINCT COMMITTEE – MINUTES OF 
MEETING  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/09/92 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of meetings of Precinct Committees are placed before Council for information and 
discussion, where appropriate. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on the 16th April 2009 are attached. Copies have been distributed to 
Directors for noting and action, where appropriate. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Residents of Lightning Ridge and surrounding areas. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the Minutes of the April meeting of the Lightning Ridge Precinct Committee be 

noted. 
 

 
Attachment:  
 
Minutes of the Precinct Committee‘s April meeting. 
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5. FEES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/02/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Pursuant to Section 241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the Local Government Remuneration 
Tribunal determines the categories for Councils and the maximum and minimum fees to be paid 
during the forthcoming Financial Year to Mayors and Councillors within each category. The 
Tribunal released its determinations for the 2009/10 Financial Year on the 18th May 2009. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached are the pages from the Tribunal determination which contain the Categories into which 
Councils and County Councils have been placed along with the range of fees that may be paid to 
Mayors and Councillors. Walgett Shire Council is one of 77 Councils categorised as Rural. All 
fees have been increased by 2.5%. It is considered appropriate that the maximum Councillor fee 
be adopted and that the additional fee to be applied to the position of Mayor also be the maximum 
permitted. It is recommended that 25% of the Mayor‘s fee be allocated to the Councillor occupying 
the position of Deputy Mayor.  Note that the fee for the Deputy Mayor must be allocated from the 
Mayoral fee. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993. 2009 Report and Determinations of the Local Government 
Remuneration Tribunal. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and citizens. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Provision for the fees has been made in the Draft Budget 2009/10.  
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Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1. the Councillor fee for 2009/10 be $9,290 
 
2. the Mayoral fee for 2009/10 be $20,280 
 
3. 25% of the Mayoral fee be allocated to the Councillor who occupies the position of 

Deputy Mayor 
 

 
 
 
Attachments:  
 
portion of the ―Report of the Determination of the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal‖ 
2009. 
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6. PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND PROVISION OF FACILITIES FOR 
COUNCILLORS  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/02/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council must review, adopt and submit a Policy on ―Expenses and Facilities‖ to the Director 
General of the Department of Local Government each year. Before adopting a new or 
substantially amended Policy, Council must give public notice of at least 28 days and call for 
public submissions. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council‘s Policy on ―Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors‖ is attached. 
The Policy was prepared and exhibited in 2008 and adopted at the September 2008 Council 
Meeting. The 2008 Report, which summarises the main provisions of the Policy, is also attached. 
It is considered that the Policy remains appropriate and that it should be re-adopted. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993. Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 – Payment of 
Expenses and Provision of Facilities.  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and citizens 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Provision for all costs has been made in the Draft 2009/10 Budget. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1. existing Council Policy “Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for 

Councillors” adopted 2 September 2008 be re-adopted. 
 
2. the adopted Policy be submitted to the Director General of the Department of Local 

Government 

 
Attachments:  
 
Council Policy ―Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Councillors‖; General 
Manager‘s Report to July 2008 Council meeting.  
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7. SISTER CITIES AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   235/06/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The 2009 Conference will be hosted by Tamworth Regional Council 19-22 July. Council is 
requested to consider whether it will have a representative attend and whether it is prepared to 
sponsor a delegate to the associated Youth Conference. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council is not a member of Sister Cities Australia though it has a Rural/Metropolitan 
Sister City Agreement with Gosford City Council. In 2008, Gosford Council hosted the National 
Sister City Conference and sponsored the attendance of the General Manager and the 
Administrator of Walgett Council at the Conference. At the Conference, both Councils signed a 
―Mentor Agreement‖, which is attached. 
 
This year, Tamworth Regional Council is hosting the National Conference and it is considered that 
it would be beneficial for Council to retain its links with the movement by being represented. The 
program for the Conference is attached. The Registration Fee is $850 for a delegate of a non 
member Council. Accommodation costs would be around $110 per night. 
 
The Conference also has a ―Youth Conference Program‖ – see attached. Councils sponsor youth 
delegates (aged 16 to 23 years) who participate in Workshops and who also work together to 
prepare a creative arts presentation which is performed on the final day of the Conference. This 
year, apart from youth representatives from Australian Councils, there will be representatives from 
New Zealand and Chaoyang, a suburb of Beijing. The all inclusive Registration Fee for youth 
delegates is $330 and this includes all meals and accommodation at Calrossy Anglican Girls 
School. The Conference is held during the July School holidays and it is suggested that the 
names of members of our Youth Council, who would like to attend, would be placed in a hat and 
the name of the attendee drawn. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Total cost would be in the order of $1,700 
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Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1. Councillor  ….. represent Council at the 2009 Sister Cities Australia National 

Conference in Tamworth 
 
2. Council sponsor a Youth Delegate to the Conference who shall be a member of the 

Shires Youth Council 
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Registration Forms and Programs for the Sister Cities Conference; Mentor Agreement between 
Gosford and Walgett Councils 
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8. NAMING OF PROPOSED PARK IN COLLARENEBRI  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   315/01/06/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
It is Council Policy that naming suggestions will be invited from the community when a public 
place is to be named. In September or October 2009 a new park will be opened at Collarenebri 
and it is appropriate that at the time of opening the Park be formally named. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Contracts were exchanged at the end of May for the Council acquisition of Lot 10 DP 758262 
Walgett Street, Collarenebri. A skate-park and children‘s playground will be developed on the site. 
It is proposed that an invitation be extended to the community to suggest names for the proposed 
park. The invitation will be extended via letters sent to Collarenebri community organisations. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Residents of Collarenebri. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The cost of signage and a plaque. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1. Council invite suggestions from the Collarenebri community for the naming of the 

proposed park to be established at Lot 10 DP 758262 Walgett Street, Collarenebri. 
 
2. A further report on the subject be placed before Council following the deadline for 

the lodgement of naming suggestions. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Nil 
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9. REPORT ON MANAGEMENT PLAN 2008/2009 – 2012/2013  

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/11/11/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the extent to which performance targets set by Management Plan 
2008/2009 – 2012/2013 have been achieved during the quarter January 2009 – March 2009. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Under Section 407 of the Local Government Act 1993 the General Manager is required to report 
periodically on the implementation of the Management Plan. A report must be presented to 
Council within 2 months after the end of each quarter. This report is presented to Council to 
demonstrate achievements for the quarter January 2009 – March 2009. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That the Report on the Management Plan 2008/2009 – 2012/2013 for the period 

January 2009 – March 2009, be received. 
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10. ADOPTION OF YOUTH STRATEGY – A FIVE YEAR PLAN  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   100/33/01/00  

 

 
Summary:  
 
The Walgett Shire Council ―Youth Strategy A five year plan 2009 – 2014‖ is presented to Council 
for adoption.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
At the meeting of Council on the 24th March 2009, Council resolved the following: 
 

 
 
The Walgett Shire Council Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 – 2014 was placed on public 
exhibition with submissions closing at 4pm, Wednesday 29th April. 
 
The Strategy was extensively advertised in both local newspapers in Council‘s regular column on 
the following dates: 1st & 2nd April, 8th & 9th April, 15th & 16th April.  Council has not received 
any written submissions, from individuals or organisations, in regard to the Strategy. The 28 day 
period has ended and Council has only received support from organisations in regard to the 
Strategy. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Social Plan, 2007 - 2010 
Walgett Shire Council Management Plan, 2009 - 2014 
Constitution of the Walgett Shire Youth Council - 2008 
NSW Youth Action Plan  
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Youth and Young People 
Walgett Shire Council 
Communities within the Walgett Shire 
Service Providers of the Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Costed in 2010 Walgett Shire Council budget 

 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That Council adopt the Walgett Shire Youth Development “Youth Strategy –2009 – 

2014”. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Under separate Cover 
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11. COUNTRY AND REGIONAL LIVING EXPO – GO WEST  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker – Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   002/04/03/99 

 

 

Summary: 

 
The Country and Regional Living Expo is an economic development opportunity for local 
government to address declining population, skills shortages and business development.  Council 
representation will promote growth and development within the Shire.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The Country and Regional Living Expo is an economic development opportunity for local Councils 
and other organisations.   The event will take place on 7-9 August 2009 at Rose Hill (Sydney) with 
an anticipated patronage of 8000 visitors.  The Expo provides opportunity for Councils to address 

declining population, skills shortages and business expansion by;  

 
Promoting Shire investment opportunities 
Advertising ―hard to fill‖ employment opportunities Shire wide 
Promoting business opportunities for people seeking a tree-change  
Creating a contact list of potential leads and opportunities 

 
As part of the Go West Regional Development Group Council can ―buy into‖ attendance at the 

Expo at a reduced rate of $1500.   

  
Attendance at the Expo is in accordance with the Management Plan which aims ―to enhance, 

support and sustain economic development in the Walgett Shire “ 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

Go West levels of commitment document. 

 

Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire community members, businesses, organisations and agencies with an interest in 
the social and economic outcomes of people residing, working in, and visiting, the Walgett Shire.  

 

Financial Implications: 
 
$1500 and human resource costs of staff. 
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Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council participate in the Country and Regional Living Expo with a presence at 

the event. 
 
2. That a recommended marketing strategy be provided for approval at the July 2009 

Council meeting. 
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12. NAIDOC CELEBRATIONS  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker – Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   002/04/03/99 

 

 
Summary:  

 
NAIDOC celebrations will occur during the week 5 – 12th July 2009.  The NAIDOC celebration 
organising group has requested Council to facilitate and participate in a breakfast and flag raising 

ceremony.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
NAIDOC is a National celebration of Aboriginal culture and heritage. NAIDOC week is celebrated 
throughout the Walgett Shire each year to coincide with the National NAIDOC week celebrations 
in July.  
 
Council has outlined its commitment to supporting NAIDOC celebrations through 
Recommendation 7 of the Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and 
Reconciliation Plan – 
 
―that Council supports NAIDOC week celebrations through support with Grant applications and 
assisting with the co-ordination of the program through community Services and Youth Services‖  
 
The NAIDOC community organising group has requested that Council facilitate a breakfast and 
flag raising ceremony and that Council representatives attend.  

 

Relevant Reference Documents:  

 
Walgett Shire Council Social Plan 2007 – 2010, Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community 
Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 - 2010 
 

Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire community members. 

 

Financial Implications: 

 
Grant funding has been sourced for the event.  
An amount of $1,000 has been allocated from Community Services budget. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council support facilitation and representatives attend the NADOC celebration 

breakfast and flag raising ceremony in July 2009. 
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13. TREVALLION PARK WELCOME SIGN  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker – Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   245/02/01/00 

 

 

Summary:   

 
Dharriwaa Elders Group have provided text and images for a Welcome Sign proposed for 
Trevallion Park, Walgett. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The Walgett Shire‘s Tourism Plan 2009 – 2011 allows for provision of welcome signage in the 
towns and villages of the Shire.  
 
The Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 – 
2010 recognises the importance of promoting Indigenous cultural heritage through signage –  
  
―Council will endeavour to promote the cultural aspect of each of its communities in such ways, 
and support the ideas that community members may have in promoting the cultural heritage of the 
communities within the Shire‖.  Pg 10.  
 
Three signs are planned for Trevallion Park, Walgett-  
  Large Shire Information sign 
  Medium welcome sign- outlining pioneer heritage.  
  Medium welcome sign – outlining Indigenous history.  
 
Dharriwaa Elders Group have produced text and images they believe to be culturally appropriate 
for use on the Indigenous welcome sign.   A copy of the draft proposed sign is attached for 

Council approval.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents:  

 
Walgett Shire Tourism Plan 2009 – 2011, Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community 
Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 – 2010. 

 

Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire community members, visitors to Walgett Shire, Tourism NSW.  

 
Financial Implications:  

 
Funds allocated from current tourism signage strategy budget. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council approve the Indigenous welcome sign for production and installation 

at Trevallion Park, Walgett. 
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Attachments: 
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14. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM QUARTERLY 
REPORT – APRIL/JUNE 2009  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   135/02/00/00   

 

 
Summary:   
 
Community Development and Tourism quarterly progress report. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Youth 
Youth services are progressing in line with the Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 
2009 – 2014. The Youth Development Officer has provided the Youth Week acquittal to Council, 
as a separate report.  
 
Tourism 

 Actions from the Walgett Shire Tourism Plan 2009 - 2011 are being progressed.     

 13/61 actions completed.  

 Walgett Visitor Information Centre visitors April – June = 425 

 Internet Centre visitors – local people = 45, visitors = 42.  

 Destination Branding Expressions of Interest advertisement is closed with 11 applications 
received.  

 
Libraries 
An early literacy project has commenced aiming to increase community visitation.  The library 
officer engages with children and mothers/carers at community playgroups.  This target group are 
not connected to pre-school or day care facilities and the library officer acts both as a bridge to 
the Walgett library as well as an early literacy educator.  To date the library officer outreaches to 2 
playgroups and has plans for weekly visits to Gingi Village and Namoi Reserve, in partnership 
with McKillop Family Services. 
 
Story Time sessions have increased in both libraries.  
 
Waste to Art Exhibition 
Exhibition was held in Lightning Ridge this year over Easter weekend. 37 entries of which 12 
competed in the regional exhibition held in Gilgandra and one of these received a Highly 
Commended award.  Workshops where held in Lightning Ridge over four weeks prior to 
exhibition. 
 
Visitation 
There has been an increase in men becoming members and using the library during the quarter 
with an increase in Audio books for this target group.  There has also been an increase in adults 
using the computer for RTA tests.  
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New members  - Lightning Ridge – 32 
- Walgett – 34  

Items borrowed - Lightning Ridge – 3652  
(increase of 566 items from previous quarter) 

- Walgett – 1591  
(increase of 256 items from previous quarter) 
 
Collarenebri Agency 
A customer feedback strategy has been implemented for Collarenebri Agency to identify and 
improve service to the community.  
 
Community Development  
Community Consultation – consultation plan developed in preparation for the new Social Plan due 
in September 2009.  Community forums, agency meetings and school consultations underway.  
Completed to date – public forums Burren Junction, Grawin and  Rowena, Collarenebri children, 
Lightning Ridge and Walgett service providers.  
 
Walgett Community & Cultural Festival – a community committee has been established and is 
working together to produce the festival which is scheduled for August 2009.  The Festival aims to 
celebrate the diverse community and cultural life of Walgett.   
 
In consultation with the community, development and funding submission for an inter-generational 
youth arts project (Department of Immigration and Citizenship).  The project aims to foster 
relationships between Lightning Ridge youth and culturally diverse community members.   This 
project is developed in response to community identified relationship issues between young 
people and the culturally diverse population of Lightning Ridge.  
 
Main Street Beautification expression of interest completed and advertised.  Applications have 
closed with 22 expressions of interest received.  
 
Development of the Walgett Shire Rejuvenation Project.  This funding application  involves a 
partnership with local organisations in response to the Federal Government‘s ―Jobsfund‖ program.  
The project, if granted funding,  will involve building and upgrading community infrastructure while 
providing training and job opportunities for local people.  
 
Actions identified in the Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 – 2010 
are progressing, despite the absence of an Aboriginal Liaison Officer for a period of time.     
Staff participated in Sorry Day celebrations in June. 
 
NAIDOC day will take place in July 2009. Staff are actively involved in planning and facilitation of 
events during the NAIDOC week, in collaboration with the NAIDOC committee.   
 
Cultural Awareness Training was carried out.  
 
School visits to Collarenebri School involved staff conducting sessions with children to raise 
awareness of the role of Walgett Shire Council.  
 
A new committee has been formed to manage Namoi House and Barwon Cottage (Men‘s & 
Women‘s accommodation services).  Staff members are actively assisting the committee to 
ensure funding and Legislative guidelines are adhered to and management and service provision 
meet the needs of the community.  
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Economic Development  
In response to community request an employer workshop has been arranged.  The workshop will 
focus on the current challenges for local employers and possible collaborative strategies for 
employee recruitment and retention.  
 
Funding applications 
Assisting community groups to identify issues, develop projects in response and apply for external 
funding is an important part of the community development role.  Projects developed;  
    

 Diverse Australia Program – Intergenerational Arts Project.  In partnership with 
Transcultural Community Inc.   

 

 NAIDOC application for celebration in July.  Partnership with NAIDOC organising 
committee.   

 

 Building the Country – (1) Rowena Hall application commenced. Partnership with Rowena 
Hall community members/user groups. (2)  Walgett Wireless Broadband Internet project 
submitted in collaboration with Dharriwaa Elders Group & Walgett Community College. 

 

 JobsFund applications – (1) Walgett Shire Rejuvenation Project and (2) Lightning Ridge 
Community Centre in partnership with Lightning Ridge Neigbourhood Centre.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Social Plan 2007 – 2010,  
Walgett Shire Council Aboriginal Community Development and Reconciliation Plan 2007 – 2010, 
Walgett Shire Tourism Plan 2009 – 2011,  
Walgett Shire Youth Development Youth Strategy 2009 - 2014. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in the social 
outcomes of people residing, working in, and visiting, the Walgett Shire.  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That the Community Development and Tourism quarterly report (April – June 2009) 

be accepted. 
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15. INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 MAY 2009  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Myrene Lovegrove – Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   180/02/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of March 2009.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The following report includes floating rate collaterized debt obligations (CDO). These products are 
independently valued annually. The values disclosed are market values at 30 June 2008. The 
next valuation will be as at 30 June 2009. 
 
The Investment Ledger summary as at 30 April 2009 as follows 

 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the investment report as at 30 April 2009 be received. 
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INVESTMENTS - CONSOLIDATED

Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 

Act 1993, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date

(days)

Term Deposits

Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 98 4.10 569/09 28-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Police & Nurses Credit Society Term Deposit 98 3.95 570/09 28-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 112 3.81 571/09 18-Aug-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 105 4.00 572/09 11-Aug-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 120 3.75 548/09 03-Jun-09 $ 300,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 182 4.00 549/09 04-Aug-09 $ 300,000.00
Citibank Term Deposit 154 4.68 551/09 21-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 91 4.05 553/09 02-Jun-09 $ 500,000.00

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 91 4.19 554/09 02-Jun-09 $ 500,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 91 4.10 557/09 16-Jun-09 $ 200,000.00

IMB Ltd Financial Services Term Deposit 119 4.05 558/09 14-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

AMP Banking Term Deposit 109 4.25 559/09 14-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Maquarie Bank Term Deposit 95 4.30 560/09 30-Jun-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 95 4.25 561/09 30-Jun-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 87 4.25 562/09 26-Jun-09 $ 500,000.00

Australian Central Credit Union Term Deposit 63 3.82 563/09 09-Jun-09 $ 500,000.00

Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 90 4.10 564/09 07-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Westpac Term Deposit 90 3.95 565/09 07-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Citibank Term Deposit 91 4.60 566/09 08-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 98 4.18 567/09 21-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 91 4.20 568/09 14-Jul-09 $ 250,000.00

Westpac Term Deposit 95 4.00 573/09 11-Aug-09 $ 500,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 91 4.00 574/09 25-Aug-09 $ 500,000.00

Callable Range Accrual Notes (CRAN)

Commonwealth Bank of Australia bond Term Deposit 92 7.50 555/09 16-Jun-09 16-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00

Royal Bank Canada bond Term Deposit 92 7.70 556/09 16-Jun-09 16-Mar-11 $ 500,000.00

Floating Rates Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDO)

Zircon Finance Limited Floating Rate CDO 0.00 20-Sep-14 $ 175,275.00

Managed Aces SP Floating Rate CDO 94 5.06 22-Jun-09 20-Jun-15 $ 64,670.00

Helium Capital Floating Rate CDO 92 4.33 23-Jun-09 23-Jun-14 $ 105,800.00

Magnolia Finance Floating Rate CDO 94 4.51 22-Jun-09 20-Mar-12 $ 36,500.00

$ 11,932,245.00     
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16. LEHMAN BROTHERS INVESTMENT REPORT  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Myrene Lovegrove - Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   180/02/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides an update on Council's investments held with Lehman Brothers Australia 
Limited. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Currently Council's investment portfolio includes four Floating Rates Collaterized Debt Obligations 
held with Lehman Brothers (Australia) Limited. As disclosed in monthly investment reports to 
Council the four products are: 
 
Zircon Finance Limited 
Managed Aces SP 
Helium Capital 
Magnolia Finance 
 
The market value of these products as at 30 June 2008 was $382,245.00. As part of the end of 
financial year process, and on the advice of Council's auditors, Spencer Steer, an independent 
valuation as at 30 June 2009 will be sourced and disclosed in Council's Financial Statements. 
 
To date this financial year, interest coupons totalling $29,574.00 have been received. The last 
interest coupons for this financial year are due in late June 2009. Magnolia Finance with a market 
value of $36,500.00 is the only product not currently paying an interest coupon.  Coupon interest 
is calculated on the original purchase price of these products ($1,000,000.00) providing a current 
rate of return on market value of approximately 10.3%, whilst term deposits currently return 
around 3.9%  These products have maturity dates between March 2012 and June 2015. These 
investments continue to comply with the Local Government Ministerial Investment Order. 
 
Lehman Brothers (Australia) Limited continues its voluntary administration status with PPB 
appointed as administrator on 26 September 2008. The administration process doesn't impact on 
Walgett Shire Council's interest received on these investments or ownership of these products. 
Walgett Shire Council's service delivery to its rate payers and its cash flow is not affected by 
these investments. 
 
A report to creditors by the voluntary administrators, dated 28 May 2009 is attached for your 
information. The report discussed both liquidation and deed of company arrangement alternatives 
for return to creditors.  This report indicates any creditor taking legal action against Lehman 
Brothers (Australia) Limited may receive less than 6.7% under a deed of arrangement and 
between 0% and 13% under liquidation. Walgett Shire Council is currently not a creditor of 
Lehman Brothers (Australia) Limited. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
PPB: Further report to Creditors by the Voluntary Administrator. 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil realised loss until sold. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. Council continues monitoring its investments with Lehman Brothers (Australia) 

Limited. 
 

 
Attachments 
 
PPB: Further report to Creditors by the Voluntary Administrator. 
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17. IRRIGABLE LAND RATES AND RURAL ASSESSMENTS LESS 
THAN 40 HECTARES REPORT  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate & Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   180/09/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Councillor Murray requested a report be prepared regarding irrigable land rates for the June 2009 
meeting and to be considered prior to the adoption of the Budget/Management Plan 2009/2010. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
There were 201 farmland properties that had a greater than 20% increase in their general rate 
over what was levied in 2008.   
 
Of these there were 8 properties that did not have a write-off as the property had changed in 
configuration from 2008 that also impacted on the valuation of the property.  (Only properties that 
are the same configuration as the previous rating year are considered when doing the analysis of 
the 20% capping.) There were 4 dryland and 4 irrigable properties. 
 
There were 193 farmland properties that had a write-off due to the 20% capping.  Of these there 
were 183 dryland and 10 irrigable properties. 
 
Last year Council amalgamated all irrigable sub-categories into one as part of the transition to 
coming back to one farmland rate over the next few years, required by the Department of Local 
Government. 
 
Under Section 529 Clause 2(a) of the Local Government Act 1993 sub categorisation of farmland 
can only be based on: 
 
• Intensity of land use 
• Irrigability of the land 
• Economic factors 
 
The crux of the issue with irrigable land is that the property is under section 515 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 "a parcel of rateable land valued as one assessment".  The subcategory of 
irrigable is allowed under Section 529 Clause (4) Land may be taken to be irrigable for the 
purposes of subsection (2) (a) if, and only if, it is the subject of a water right within the meaning of 
the Valuation of Land Act 1916. The definition of parcel of land, in relation to rateable land, means 
a portion or parcel of land separately valued under the Valuation of Land Act 1916. 
 
And; 
 
Where the definition (from Valuation of Land Act 1916) water right means a right or authority 
(however described) under the Water Management Act 2000, the Water Act 1912 or any other 
Act, being a right or authority to construct, install or use works of irrigation, or to use water 
supplied by works of irrigation. 
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The argument has been that the water right may have only been attached to one title of the many 
titles within a rateable parcel.  However as all of the "irrigable" farmland properties are valued as 
one assessment there is no opportunity to apply the irrigable rate to only a portion of the 
valuation.  To achieve this, the rateable parcel would have to be split into two or more separately 
valued parcels (assessments). 
 
Rural less than 40ha 
 
Regarding the new categorisation or Rural less than 40ha, these properties will have to be either 
categorised as Residential or Business. 
 
S516   Categorisation as residential 
 
(1) Land is to be categorised as residential if it is a parcel of rateable land valued as one 
assessment and: 
 
(a) its dominant use is for residential accommodation (otherwise than as a hotel, motel, guest-
house, backpacker hostel or nursing home or any other form of residential accommodation (not 
being a boarding house or a lodging house) prescribed by the regulations), or 
(b) in the case of vacant land, it is zoned or otherwise designated for use under an 
environmental planning instrument (with or without development consent) for residential purposes, 
or 
(c) it is rural residential land. 
 
Where the definition of rural residential land means land that: 
 
(a) is the site of a dwelling, and 
(b) is not less than 2 hectares and not more than 40 hectares in area, and 
(c is either: 
(i) not zoned or otherwise designated for use under an environmental planning instrument, or 
ii) zoned or otherwise designated for use under such an instrument for non-urban purposes, 
and 
d) does not have a significant and substantial commercial purpose or character. 
 
Under S529 Clause 2(b) sub categorisation of residential  
(b) for the category ―residential‖—according to whether the land is rural residential land or is 
within a centre of population 
 
If the properties affected do not meet Section 516 definition and the definition of rural residential 
land they must be categorised as Business. 
 
Of the properties looked at there were some that would fall under Residential and some under 
Business (where there is no sign of residential accommodation). Staff have shifted those 
assessments (at time of writing 19 assessments affected) into Other - Residential and Other - 

Business. Letters have been sent notifying of the proposed change of category. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Shire Council Ratepayers and Residents 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

23 June 2009   Page 135 of 224 

Financial Implications: 
 
Changes to rates category rural residential under 40 hectares  
 

Recommendations 
 
1.  That Council adopts the Farming irrigable rate proposed in the Draft Management 

Plan 2009/2010. 
 
2.  That Council categorises those lands previously proposed as Rural less than 40 

hectares as Other - Residential or Other - Business depending on the activity 
conducted on the assessment as proposed in the Draft Management Plan 
2009/2010. 
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18. BUDGET SUBMISSIONS  

REPORTING SECTION: Director Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Myrene Lovegrove - Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/11/12/00 and 180/08/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides an update on submissions received and grants/expenditure requested since 
the draft Management Plan was advertised for public comment. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Walgett Shire Council's draft Budget and Management Plan was advertised for public comment 
from 15 May to 4:30pm 12 June 2009. The following submissions and requests for expenditure 
were received during the submission period: 
 

1. Petition with 69 signatures received from Lightning Ridge Community to re-
allocate $150,000 from the Lightning Ridge diving pool to CCTV in 
Lightning Ridge. 

$150,000 

2. Letter from a ratepayer requesting re-allocate $150,000 from the Lightning 
Ridge diving pool to CCTV in Lightning Ridge. 

$150,000 

3. Submission from Department of Lands for a Lightning Ridge town 
extension at Fantasia Street, specifically to acquire land and prepare a 
concept plan for development. $20,000 would be required for the concept 
plan and $70,000 for land acquisition. 

$20,000 
 
$70,000 

4. Request for $2,000.00 to support SPERANZA (suicide prevention, 
education, research in Australia and New Zealand with its GASS Surf-
activ8, ―Communities That Care And Mental Health Festival Day‖ in Manly. 

$2,000 

5. Request for sponsorship between $2,500 and $7,500 by Wetlandcare 
Australia for world wetlands day. 

$2,500 - $7,500 

6. Request for donation by Carinda & District Race Club meeting for prizes for 
meeting on 25th July 2009. 

 

7. Lightning Ridge Preschool Committee has requested funding towards the 
following shortfalls: Transition Officer $35,000, bus program $16,000 and 
operating expenses $15,000. 

$66,000 

8. $100 for Dr Frank Kotai and Tony Rees for a donation to the RFDS 
Outback Air Race. 

$100 

9. Women's Legal Services NSW has requested the donation of the use of 
the Collarenebri Community Hall -Supper Room for a domestic violence 
workshop. 

 

10. An additional $8,000.00 to complete the business continuity plan (DCCS). $8,000 

11. Development of a workplace emergency and evacuation program at a cost 
of $8,000.00 (DCCS) 

$8,000 

12. Rowena progress association Xmas in July $500 requested $500 

13. RARMS: relocation of Walgett Doctors Surgery - physical relocation 
involving Council staff and vehicles 

 

14. RARMS request for furniture costs  

15. Trans Cultural Community Council requests $20,000 for a migrant support 
worker for 7 hours per week plus utilities and rent  

$20,000 
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16. Coolibah Kids Long Day Care Centre for incentives to attract staff $20,000 

17. Australian Opal Centre – Employ staff to assist in funding applications, 
collection, growth and management and a trade mission to China 

$20,000 

18. Australian Opal Centre – Preserved Opal Fields heritage study $12,000 

 
The projected operating surplus in the General Fund for 2009/10 is $149,557.00 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Draft Management Plan 2009/10 to 2013/14 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Up to $434,100 in additional expenditure 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That the following additional proposals for expenditure be included in the 2009/10 budget 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Submissions circulated under separate cover. 
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19. MANAGEMENT PLAN AND BUDGET 2009/2010 REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf – Director Corporate & Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   145/11/12/00 

 

 

Summary: 

 
This report recommends that the draft Budget and Management Plan, which includes the Fees 
and Charges for the year ending 30 June 2010 and Budget for 2009/2010 – 2013/ 2014 be 
formally adopted by Council. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The draft Budget and Management Plan was advertised for public comment from 15 May 2009, 
with the closing date for submissions being 4.30 pm on 12 June 2008. 
 
Submissions were received during the public comment period and, where appropriate, have been 
considered. Please see attached submissions received from the Walgett Rate Payers 
Association.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Draft Budget and Management Plan 2009/2010 – 2013/2014 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Shire Council Ratepayers and Residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
As recommended and set out in the Budget and Management Plan 2009/2010 – 2013/2014 
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Recommendations 
 
1. That Council adopt the Management Plan 2009/2010 – 2013/2014 as presented with 

any adopted changes. 
 
2. That council adopt a 3.5% increase in the total levy for General Fund Rates. 
 
3. That the Fees and Charges 2009/2010 as listed in the Management Plan be adopted, 

with Council reserving the right to vary fees and charges of a commercial nature as 
circumstances require. 

 
5.  That Council resolves to adopt the rates structure for ordinary rates as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  That Council resolves in accordance with Section 563 of the Local Government Act 

1993, to make the discount 3.6% for payment in full of total rates and charges (less 
any rebates) for ratepayers whose payments are received in full on or before the 29 
August 2009. 

 
7. That the following fees and charges be set :  
 

 

 
2010 Rate in 
$ 

2010 Base 
Amount 

2010 
Minimum 

Walgett Residential 0.04259 170.00 0.00 
Walgett Business 0.04737778 220.00 0.00 
L/Ridge Residential 0.010512 170.00 0.00 
L/Ridge Business 0.01005 220.00 0.00 
Collarenebri Residential 0.125 130.00 0.00 
Collarenebri Business 0.11792 180.00 0.00 
B/Junction Residential 0.03 120.00 0.00 
B/Junction Business 0.035 170.00 0.00 
Carinda Residential 0.14927 70.00 0.00 
Carinda Business 0.03510151 100.00 0.00 
Cumborah Residential 0.01662 65.00 0.00 
Rowena/CBC Residential 0.41511 65.00 0.00 
Rowena/CBC Business 0.315675 100.00 0.00 
Rural (Farmland) 0.0042794 0.00 170.90 
Rural Irrigable  0.00561134 0 170.90 
Preserved Opal Fields - 
Residential 0.048819646 115.00  
Preserved Opal Fields -
Business  0.06 170.00 0.00 
Other - Residential 0.0077625 115.00 0.00 
Other - Business 0.0098325 135.00 0.00 
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20. JOINT REGIONAL PLANNING PANEL NOMINATIONS  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   235/06/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Minister for Planning has written to Walgett Shire Council inviting it to nominate delegates to 
participate in the Western Region Joint Regional Planning Panel.  It is recommended that Walgett 
Shire Council resolve to make the nominations sought. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
In a letter dated 3 June 2009 the NSW Minister for Planning, the Hon Kristina Keneally MP, has 
written to Walgett Shire Council inviting it to nominate two members, and an alternate member, to 
sit on the Western Region Joint Regional Planning Panel (JRPP).  The letter and associated 
Information Package for Council Nominees are attached. 
 
Under the new arrangements Council officers will assess development proposals that are 
regionally significant.  The council officer‘s assessment and recommendations will then be 
referred to the JRPP to make its determination.  Regionally significant development is proposed to 
include:  
 

o Commercial, residential, mixed use, retail and tourism development with a capital 
investment value more than $10 million and less than $100 million  

o Community infrastructure and ecotourism developments more than $5 million both public 
and private, such as schools, community halls and child care facilities  

o Designated development (development needing an environmental impact statement)  
o Development where the council is the proponent or has a potential conflict of interest 

 

It should be noted that Section 8.4 of the Information Package suggests: 
―that Councils should require nominees to declare any private interests that may conflict 

with the public duties they would be required to perform if nominated to a JRPP.” 
 
Sections 2 and 5 of the attached ―Information Package for Council Nominees‖ outline the 
selection criteria for Council nominees. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Letter dated 3 June 2009 from Minister for Planning seeking Council nominations for JRPP (as 
attached). 
Media release from Minister for Planning regarding funding for JRPPs at 
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/mediarelplan/fs20090603_858.html  
Department of Planning‘s web site dealing with JRPPs at 
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/planning_reforms/jrpp.asp  
 
Stakeholders: 
 

Public, Walgett Shire Council. 

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/mediarelplan/fs20090603_858.html
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/planning_reforms/jrpp.asp
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Financial Implications: 

 
The Minister for Planning stated in a media release dated 3 June 2009 that: 
 
―The new funding I am announcing today [$2.4 million] will cover the costs associated with 
administration of the new planning panels, as well as employment costs for the three state 
members.‖ 
 
It remains unclear whether this funding is also intended to cover costs incurred by Walgett Shire 
Council‘s delegates to attend meetings of the Joint Regional Planning Panel. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Nominate the following Councillors as members of the Western Region Joint 

Regional Planning Panel for the Walgett Shire: 
 (a)  Councillor  
 (b)  Councillor  
 
2. Nominate the following Councillor as its alternate member of the Western Region 

Joint Regional Planning Panel for the Walgett Shire: 
 (a)  Councillor  
 
3. Request the General Manager to write to the Director-General of the Department of 

Planning and notify them of Walgett Shire Council‟s nominees for the Western 
Region Joint Regional Planning Panel. 
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21. LOCAL ORDERS POLCY  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   275/06/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Recently Walgett Shire Council publicly exhibited a draft Local Orders Policy and this report 
recommends that Council adopt the exhibited policy. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A Local Orders Policy (LOP) is a statutory policy established under Chapter 7 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 (LGA) which supplements the Act and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005.  The LOP specifies the criteria which the Council must take into consideration 
when determining whether or not to give an order under Section 124 of the LGA. 
 
The current LOP was adopted by Walgett Shire Council on 19 October 2006.  It will expire on 18 
September 2009, which is 12 months after the declaration of the poll for the 2008 Council election 
(in accordance with Section 165(4) of the LGA). 

 
The draft LOP that is attached to this report was submitted to the 24 March 2009 meeting where 
Walgett Shire Council resolved to: 

 
 
Section 160 of the LGA requires that: 
 

1. The local council must give public notice of a draft LOP after it has been prepared (LGA 
S.160(1)). 

2. The LOP must be placed on public exhibition for not less than 28 days (LGA S.160(2)). 

3. The public notice must also specify a period of not less than 42 days during which the 

public can make submissions to the council (LGA S.160(3)). 

 
The draft LOP was placed on public exhibition from 25/3/2009 to 25/5/2009, and submissions 
were accepted for a 61 day period.  Public notification of the exhibition period occurred via notices 

in Walgett Shire Council‘s newspaper column on the following dates: 
o Walgett Spectator – 8/4/2009, 15/4/2009 and 29/4/2009. 

o The Ridge News – 9/4/2009, 16/9/2009 and 30/4/2009. 

 

No submissions were received. 
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The following process must be followed by Walgett Shire Council to establish a LOP: 

1. After considering all submissions received, the Council may decide to amend, adopt 

without amendment, or not to adopt the LOP (LGA S.161(1)). 

2. If the amendments are not substantial in the Council‘s opinion, then it may adopt the 

amended LOP without further public exhibition (LGA S.161(2)). 

3. If the amendments are substantial, then the LOP must be publicly exhibited once more in 
accordance with the LGA, as described above (LGA S.161(2)). 

4. The council must give public notice of the adoption of a LOP (LGA S.166)). 

 
The attached draft LOP was prepared in accordance with the Draft Local Orders Policy Practice 
Note, published by the Department of Local Government in July 1996.  Compared to the current 
LOP, it contains some relatively minor amendments. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

 Local Government Act 1993 – particularly Chapter 7. 

 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

 Draft Local Orders Policy Practice Note, published by the Department of Local Government, 

July 1996. 

 Council file number 275/06/00/00. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 

Walgett Shire Council and the public. 

 
Financial Implications: 

 

Nil. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Adopt the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Orders Policy, as publicly exhibited 

from 25 March to 25 May 2009. 
 
2. Notify the public that Walgett Shire Council has adopted of the draft Walgett Shire 

Council Local Orders Policy via notices in the Lightning Ridge News and the 
Walgett Spectator. 
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22. FIRE DAMAGED HERITAGE BULDING – COLLARENEBRI  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   235/06/26/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Walgett Shire Council‘s Heritage Advisor has prepared a report relating to a fire damaged building 
in Wilson St., Collarenebri that had been proposed for heritage listing.  It is recommended that 
Council resolve to note the report and take action in accordance with his recommendations. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Recently the former bakery located on lot 3, section 4, DP 769262 in Wilson Street, Collarenebri 
was extensively damaged by fire.  Since then the former bakery has been demolished. 
 
Walgett Shire Council‘s Heritage Advisor, High Ground Consulting (Ray Christison), subsequently 
visited the site on 13 May 2009 and prepared a report on the various buildings located on the site 
(Attachment A).  Within the Community Based Heritage Study report, endorsed by Council at a 
meeting held on 20 May 2008, Denyer‘s store and the old bakery shop have been recommended 
for listing as heritage items within a Local Environmental Plan. 
 
The Heritage Advisor‘s report dated 18 May 2009 now recommends that the building known as 
Denyer‘s store no longer be considered for listing as a heritage item within an Local 
Environmental Plan. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Report of the Community Based Heritage Study dated April 2008. 
Walgett Shire Council minutes for 20 May 2008. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 

Owner of land involved, Walgett Shire Council and the public. 
 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 
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Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the report dated 18 May 2009 prepared by Walgett Shire Council‟s Heritage 

Advisor, Ray Christison, regarding proposed heritage buildings located on lot 3, 
section 4, DP 769262. 

 
2. Adopt the recommendations contained in that report, as follows: 
   
 (a)  Remove the former Denyer‟s Store building from the draft Heritage Schedule 

to allow for demolition and re-use of materials. 
 
  (b) Retain the former bakery building on the Heritage Schedule and allow the 

owner to undertake modifications that: 
  
 *  Retain as much as possible of the existing fabric and outline of the building. 
 *  Retain the outline of the existing building and ovens. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment A – Heritage Advisor‘s report dated 18 May 2009 
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23.  DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE 
APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   007/02/04/55 

 

 
Summary:  
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 
 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director 
Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during May 2009. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public and applicants. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  note the Development and Complying Development Certificate applications dealt 

with under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory Services 
and General Manager during May 2009. 
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Attachment – Report on DAs and CDCs issued May 2009 
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24. LIGHTNING RIDGE DIVING POOL HEATING SYSTEM  

REPORTING SECTION: Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde - Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   280/05/08/00 

 

 
Summary 

 
This report provides Council with final information regarding the feasibility study prepared by GHD 
Consultants to utilise water from existing bores in providing hot water to the Lightning Ridge diving 
pool for all seasons.  
 
This report fully complements the previous Director and GHD status reports presented to Council 
in May 2009 meeting.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Mr Filip Czyzcewski of GHD presented a draft report to Council on the feasibility of heating the 
Lightning Ridge Indoor Diving and 25 metre lap Pool at May 2009 Council Ordinary meeting. The 
final report has been received and is attached. 
 
The final report is generally in accord with the draft presented to Council. Out of six examined 
options, GHD recommended the Town Bore Heating Option. (Full description of this 
recommendation is detailed under Section 7: Recommended Option Description – Town Bore 
Heating Option, GHD Report, page 15). The following points are highlighted for Council‘s 
information: 

 
1. Council has excavated test holes along the pipeline route to determine the extent of rock 

which has a significant bearing on the final estimated cost. As a result the $300,000 
adopted by Council in its draft 2009/2010 budget appears to be adequate. There may be 
some variations that become evident after the detail design has been completed and a 
15% contingency has been allowed in the estimate. 

 
2. Following a request from Council, GHD carried out a brief investigation on converting the 

heat from the Artesian Bore water to electricity during those periods that the heat would 
not be required for the Diving Pool and this proposal has been found to be not feasible as 
a minimum water temperature of 85 degrees C is required. The temperature of water at 

the bore site is 50 degrees C. 
 

3. The projected life of the PPE pipe proposed for the project is 60+ years in the temperature 

range 40 C to 50C. 
 

4. DICL (cast iron) pipe would add $150, 000 to the project cost. DICL pipe is mostly used for 
important pipelines such as trunk mains and rising mains as they provide greater 
protection against accidental damage. The pipeline for this project can, if necessary, be 

bypassed without affecting the integrity of the water supply system. 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

23 June 2009   Page 193 of 224 

Relevant Documents: 

 
Chris Edwards Report 
Request for Quotation: Feasibility Study of Heating Diving Pool 
Status Report: Lightning Ridge Heating Pool (Director of Urban Infrastructure Services) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The total estimated cost of this project is $300,000 and this is covered by 2009/10 draft budget. 
 

Recommendations 
 
1. That the final Feasibility Report on the proposed heating of the Lightning Ridge 

Diving Pool be noted.  
 

 

Attachment: 

 
GHD Final Report – Lightning Ridge Diving Pool Heating, June 2009 
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25. IMPACT OF THE CARBON POLLUTION REDUCTION SCHEME 
(CPRS) ON LANDFILL MANAGEMENT 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde - Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   185/02/11/00 

 

 
Summary:  
 
On 20 May 2009, Maddocks Lawyers, a Sustainability and Climate Change Group based in 
Sydney conducted a briefing regarding the impact of the amended Carbon Pollution Reduction 
Scheme (CPRS) Bill to specified sectors and entities involved in the stationary energy, transport, 
fugitive emissions, agriculture land use (land use change and forestry) and wastes.  
 
This report only explains what Council needs to understand about the impact of CPRS on future 
management of landfills. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background) 
 
Reducing carbon emission is a huge responsibility for the United Nations signatories under the 
Kyoto Agreement The world is emitting 40 billion tons of carbon each year and Australia alone 
releases 500 million tons of carbon each year. Should Australia choose to continually adopt a 
‗status quo‘ approach to carbon reduction, emissions will increase to +20% by 2020 from its 1994-
96 levels. This startling scenario prompted the Government to reduce its emission levels to -5% 
by 2020 from the 2000 level.  
 
Waste contributes 3% of Australian national emissions and is proportionally low when compared 
to combined emissions derived from the stationary energy, transport, fugitive emissions and 
agriculture land use. Australian waste is composed of 80% solid waste, 20% waste water and 1% 
solvent and clinical wastes. However, waste is one important sector and is included in the Carbon 
Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS).  
 
The evolutional process. On July 2008, the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS) Green 
Paper was released at the same time that Australia‘s first National Greenhouse and Energy 
Reporting Act (NGER) reporting period commenced. 
 
On December 2008, another CPRS White Paper was released and following consultations, draft 
legislation was prepared on March 2009. 
 
On 04 May 2009, the government announced some significant changes to the Carbon Pollution 
Reduction Scheme (CPRS) to specified sectors and entities such as stationary energy, transport, 
fugitive emissions, agriculture, land use (land use change and forestry) and wastes.  
 
The Carbon and Pollution Scheme (CPRS) – an initiative. CPRS is a ‗cap and trade‘ scheme 
where cap on emissions are controlled by issuing a set number of permits to an emitter. In the case 
of landfilling, operators and/or owners are required to acquire permit/s for each tonne of gas 
emitted from landfill facilities. Permits can be ‗traded‘ freely in a controlled market where regulated 
price/s are imposed by the government. With a ‗cap‘ emission control set for a particular year, the 
Government will penalise an emitter for non-compliance. 
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Landfill owners/operators can buy permit/s as much as they need and the government can run 
auctions for these permits. Those who have good monitoring control of their landfills can participate 
fully in the capping scheme. 
 
It is important to note that buying permits is deferred at this stage until the proposed Carbon 
Pollution and Reduction Scheme (CPRS) commence on July 2011. 
 
Understanding CPRS in the Waste Sector. Landfill owners/operators affected by the scheme 
are required to understand the implications of reporting requirements. Under CPRS, only methane 
emissions are covered and counted. Carbon dioxide equivalence of methane is 21 and is subject 
to upward revision in future. The following is a table of conversion factors Sourced from the 
National Greenhouse Accounts, January 2008: 
 

WASTE TYPE
CO2-E per TONNE 

CONVERSION FACTOR

Municipal Solid 1.1

Commercial & Industrial 1.7

Construction & Demolition 0.3  
 
The main obligations under the CPRS are identified below: 
 

 monitor and estimate emissions (landfill owner compulsory obligation) 

 monitor and report estimated emissions  

 document and record emissions for audit purposes 

 acquire and surrender permits (buying and selling permit/s for each ton used to carbon 
market) 

 
A Regulator is responsible for carrying out the successful implementation of the scheme. This 
body is divided into three responsible areas as shown below: 
 

REGULATOR

CPRS

(Carbon Pollution

Reduction Scheme)

NGER

(National Greenhouse and

Energy REporting Act)

MRET

(Mandatory Renewal

Energy Target)

Monitoring &

Estimating

Emissions

Reporting

Emissions

Acquiring &

Surrendering

Permits

Carbon Market

(where Permits can

be bought and sold)

Monitor & Report

(all reports for the

CPRS must be dne

under NGER)

Target in capturing Gas

(Renewable energry

certificates can be generated

by converting landfill gas to

energy, which may reduce the

number in permits that need to

surrender under the CPRS)  
 
 
CPRS requirements do not apply to already closed landfills before July 2008. However, should an 
emitter buy permit/s after burying waste on July 2011 and is categorised under the ‗legacy‘ 
emission structure, reporting becomes mandatory subject to the legislation.  
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Application Methods. Three application methods available under CPRS are defined in the 
following: 
 
Method 1. Uses data on the receipt of solid waste materials at the landfill and the First Order of 
Decay (FOD) model. Measurement parameters used includes tonnage and composition, waste 
organic carbon content and application of methane generation constants. 
 
Methods 2 & 3: Provides for the determination of a facility-specific methane generation constant (k 
value), which is used to determine landfill gas generation at site. Representative zones are 
selected covering an area of at least 1 hectare, should be single and contagious area with 
sufficient number of gas collection wells are installed. Selected area should have an undisturbed 
waste for 12 months and with uniform depth of waste and moisture levels.  
 
Method 4: Direct measurement not yet available at present  
 
Summary 
 
While several managing landfill arrangements are currently in place, most landfills are still owned 
by the local authorities and therefore may be categorised as landfill ‗liable entities‘. Application of 
test of operational control test for ‗liable entities‘ is a question of fact and is not well covered in this 
report. 
 
It is predicted that many metropolitan landfills as well as other larger regional landfills are likely to 
be covered by CPRS. These landfills may fit well to either one of the following thresholds: 
 
1. General threshold of 25,000 tonnes CO2-e or more (designated large landfill facility) 
 
2. 10,000 tonnes of CO2-e for landfill sites within a ‗prescribed‘ distance‘ of ‗designated large 

landfill facility‘ accepting same classification of wastes (prescribed distance is 35 to 40 
kms but not yet ratified as a this stage) 

 
Councils qualifying to any of the above threshold may be obliged to increase gate fees and is 
predicted to substantially increase operating costs to account for CPRS compliance requirements 
in the near future. 
 
At this stage, it would appear that no Walgett Shire Council landfill is covered under CPRS 
monitoring requirements as clearly shown in the following table: 
 

No. Site Location
Total Waste Disposed              

(est. tonnes)

1 Walgett Landfill 6360

2 Lightning Ridge 3948

3 Collarenebri 214.5

4 Rowena 85.7

5 Carinda 42.8

6 Burren Junction 214.4

Total 10865.4  
 
However, this scenario may change when a new landfill is to be constructed in-between Walgett 
and Lightning Ridge or anywhere within the shire. It will be an engineered landfill with possibly the 
same or doubled size of combined Walgett and Lightning Ridge landfills. Should this happens, 
Council may perhaps exceed the threshold of 10,000 tonnes of CO2-e for landfill sites within a 
‗prescribed‘ distance‘ of ‗designated large landfill facility‘. 
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Reference 
 
Annual Waste Report 2007-08 
Walgett Landfill Environmental Plan (WLEMP) 
National Greenhouse Accounts, January 2008 
Waste Not, want Not in a CPRS world – Maddock Presentation 
Carbon Pollution and Reduction Scheme (CPRS) 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
No direct implications to Council at this stage. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council note and accepts this report. 
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26. LIGHTNING RIDGE TOILET BLOCK CONCEPT DESIGN  

REPORTING SECTION: Director Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde - Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   005/03/02/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides Council with information on several concept design options available for 
discussion before reaching a final decision. Once an option is chosen, Stage 2 which is the final 
preparation of design and construction will go after accordingly.  
 
The proposed location of the toilet is shown in the attached Appendix 1. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council sought the services of John Blackwood Architects to provide at least three concept plans 
in Lightning Ridge based on the following requirements: 
 

 design to reflect the community profile as a mining and tourist town 

 design to reflect the profile varieties of visitors coming to town  

 design to set a ‗trend‘ in developing the Urban Streetscape Design (CBD) of Lightning 
Ridge in the future 

 concept design should be in an ‗urban‘ setting but to harmonize an ‗outback‘ type 
appearance 

 ladies toilet: should have at least 4 toilets (3 normal and 1 for disabled) which will 
include a provision for a baby changing room, 3 water basins with good seating 
arrangements  

 men toilet: should have at least 3 toilets (2 normal and 1 for disabled), a standard 
urinal provision, 2 water basins with good seating arrangements. 

 floor area is between 70 to 85 square meters. 
 
The attached design concept Options 1 to 3 (Appendice 2, 3 & 4) and a floor plan applicable to all 
concept options (Appendice 5) replicate the above requirements. 
 
Option 1: This concept plan is ‗traditional‘ in approach and blends with the residential houses 
along the Harlequin Street as well other business amenities along the Opal Street.  
 
Option 2: This concept plan is stylish and popular to ‗growing‘ communities. The roof feature is 
smart and provides an avenue for ventilation essentials.  
 
Option 3: This concept plan is very chic and is more noticeable in larger communities. The 
curvature roof design appeals to all ages especially to the younger population. This is also a 
‗trendy‘ plan setting the right approach in developing a feasible Urban Streetscape Design for the 
Lightning Ridge CBD areas in the future. 
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Summary 
 
Based on Section 1.2.0 Public Toilets (single storey, standard construction and basic finishes, 
male, female and handicapped areas), Rawlinson 2009, Edition 17, page 16, the estimated per 
square metre cost of constructing this building using Sydney‘s Price Index is $2,115 to $2, 280. 
For the purpose of estimating the probable cost of this project, $2,115 per square meter is used.  
 
The proposed average building area (Appendice 5) for all concept options is 83.64 square meters. 
Using this as a barometer of estimating the total cost of the project, the following opinion of 
probable costs is: 
 
 

Description
Building 

Area

Cost per 

meter

plus 20% 

indirect 

costs

Opinion of 

Probable 

(Estimated) 

Project Cost

Remarks 

Option 1 83.64 2,115$      2,538$      212,278$         20% indirect costs included

Option 2 83.64 2,115$      2,538$      212,278$         20% indirect costs included

2,115$      2,538$      212,278$         20% indirect costs included

 $          50  $            4,182 

216,460$         

Option 3 83.64 a. includes extra cover for curved roof                                                              

b. no 20% indirect costs applied

 
Relevant Documents: 
 
Management Plan 2008-09 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Lightning Ridge Community 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
A budget of $150,000 is allocated for this project. Should Option 3 is selected; there will be a 
shortfall of $66,406. However, this shortfall may be reduced if the current building floor area is to 
be re-configured as shown in the following: 
 
reduce one toilet (ladies) and remove and relocate the urinal (men toilet) reduce two disabled 
toilets into one, remove and relocate the urinal (men toilet) and reduce one toilet (ladies) 
 

Recommendations 
 
1. That Council receives this report for discussion. 
 

 
Attachments: 
 
Appendice 1: Site Location 
Appendice 2: Option 1  
Appendice 3: Option 2 
Appendice 4: Option 3 
Appendice 5: Floor Plan 
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27. COUNCIL POLICY AFM - ROAD MAINTENANCE POLICY 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   004/02/01/62 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council resolved at its May general meeting to consider adopting a policy regarding the 
maintenance of roads at its next meeting.  This report presents a proposed Policy AFM - Road 
Maintenance Policy for Council's consideration. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council resolved at its 25 May 2009 general meeting to: 
 
1. Only provide road maintenance services on specifically designated and named 'public 

roads' on opal fields in Walgett Shire;  
2. The specifically designated 'public roads' shall be those named by Council in its Rural and 

Urban Road Addressing Maps as published from time to time and for which Council is the 
Road Authority; and  

3. That this statement be made a Policy of Council for consideration and adoption at its next 
general meeting. 

 
Refer attached draft policy AFM – Road Maintenance Policy. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
AFM - Road Maintenance Policy (draft) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council adopts the policy AFM - Road Maintenance Policy. 
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