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16 March 2009 
 
 
Mayor 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in the 
Lightning Ridge Bowling Club commencing at 10.00am. 
 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett 
Shire and I would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who now reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes (Recommendation on Page 43) 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given (Motions on Page 44) 

11. Presentation of Petitions 
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12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 

1. Camps on Claims Working Group Minutes ................................................... 46 

2. Lightning Ridge Mining Board Meeting Minutes ............................................ 52 

3. North West Weight of Loads Group Minutes ................................................. 53 

4. Western Slopes District Emergency Management Committee Minutes ........ 78 

5. Western Division Annual Conference Minutes ............................................ 112 

6. Walgett Shire Youth Council Meeting Minutes ............................................ 130 

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER  

7. Councillor Information Seminars ................................................................. 137 

8. Council Meeting Dates and Venues 2009 ................................................... 140 

9. Proposal to establish a Lions Club in Walgett ............................................. 141 

10. Independent Inquiry into a Secure and Sustainable Urban Water  
Supply and Sewerage Services for Non-Metropolitan NSW........................ 144 

11. Organisation Structure ................................................................................ 148 

DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

12. Rates Overview ........................................................................................... 162 

13. Revised Tourism Strategy ........................................................................... 173 

14. Community Development & Tourism – December 2008 – February 2009 .. 175 

15. Community Survey Results ......................................................................... 177 

16. Industrial Relations Practices ...................................................................... 179 

17. Internal Audit Committee ............................................................................. 181 

18. Inspection Schedule March – April 2009 ..................................................... 186 

19. Report on Walgett Mobile PCYC – March 2009 .......................................... 188 

20. Investment Report as at 28 February 2009 ................................................. 190 

21. Draft Youth Strategy 2009 – 2014 – A Five Year Plan ................................ 192 

DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES  

22. DA 2008030 – Mechanics Workshop & Shade Sails ................................... 193 

23. Development and Complying Development Certificate Applications ........... 204 

24. Local Orders Policy ..................................................................................... 207 

25. Enforcement Policy ..................................................................................... 222 

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

26. Walgett Landfill Environmental Management Plan ...................................... 230 

27. Airport Drug and Alcohol Management Plan ............................................... 238 

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

28. Tenders - TSPT20809WAL Supply & Delivery of Pavement Stabilisation 
Services ...................................................................................................... 281 

29. Roads & Traffic Authority - Delegation to Councils ..................................... 283 

30. Council Grid Policy and Procedures ............................................................ 295 
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16. Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 

19. Close of Meeting 
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6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That the minutes of Council Meeting held 24 February 2009 be confirmed. 
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

 

10. Motions of which Notice has been Given 

 

11. Presentation of Petitions 

 

12. Councillors Questions with Notice 

 

Councillor Greenaway 
 
1.  Is there going to be any Public Housing built in the Walgett Shire by the Dept 

of Housing in the near future & does the Department require approval by the 
Council? 

 
Response 
 
Planning and Regulatory Services staff are not aware of any proposals, or applications for, new housing 
being initiated by the Department of Housing. 
 
Council approval may be required, as follows: 

 Development Applications can only be dealt with by Council.  For any Development Application 
made by, or on behalf of the Crown, section 116C of the Environmental Planning Assessment 
Act 1979 requires that Council (as a consent authority) must not: 
(a) refuse its consent to the application except with the written approval of the Minister, or  
(b) impose a condition of consent, except with the written approval of the Minister or 

applicant. 

 Complying Development Certificate applications can be dealt with by Council or a private 
certifier.  Sub-section 85A(7) of the Environmental Planning Assessment Act 1979 provides that 
“council or an accredited certifier must not refuse to issue a complying development certificate if 
the proposed development complies with the development standards applicable to it and 
complies with other requirements prescribed by the regulations relating to the issue of a 
complying development certificate”. 

 
In summary, the Department of Housing can build whatever it chooses, provided that: 

 The development is not prohibited by an environmental planning instrument, such as the 
Interim Development Order No 1 – Shire of Walgett 1968, and, 

 It makes an application (which can‟t be refused), to the Council or a private certifier (where 
applicable), and, 

 It complies with the Building Code of Australia.  Sub-section 116G(2) of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 imposes a requirement for Crown building work to be 
certified to comply with the “technical provisions of the State’s building laws”.  
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2. Regarding the grant of $492,000 from the Federal Government, how & where 
is the money allocated to Burren Junction ($52,000) & Collarenebri ($115,000) 
being spent? 

 
Response 
 
Regional infrastructure projects for Burren Bore Baths -$52,000; Collarenebri Primitive Camp Grounds 
$65,000 and Collarenebri Skate Park $ 67,000 totalling $132,000 for Collarenebri. 

 
Councillor Murray 
 
1. What progress is being made with the Beautification of Fox Street, Walgett, 

especially the brick gardens and screens on shop windows. 
 

Response 
 
Councillors were notified that at December 2008 business operators in Fox St had indicated negatively to 
removing shutters/bars etc. Council has not recontacted in the last 3 months.  
 
Improved street lighting is part of a strategy to improve safety in the street and to encourage removal of 
unsightly protection. That project is yet to commence. An Expression of Interest for street design is currently 
being prepared (for next Council meeting) and is in current budget. 
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1. CAMPS ON CLAIMS WORKING GROUP MINUTES  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/03/84 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of External Bodies are generally placed before Council for noting and discussion where 
appropriate.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting held on 11 February 2009 are 
attached. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting, held 11th 

February 2009, be noted  
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2. LIGHTNING RIDGE MINING BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/03/84 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of External Bodies are generally placed before Council for noting and discussion where 
appropriate.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Minutes of the Lightning Ridge Mining Board meeting held on 12 February 2009 will be tabled 
at the meeting by the Director Planning & Regulatory Services under separate cover. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council and ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Minutes of the Lightning Ridge Mining Board meeting, held 12th February 

2009, be noted  
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3. NORTH WEST WEIGHT OF LOADS GROUP MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/03/84 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council is a member of the North West Weight of Loads Group.  This report provides Council with 
minutes of their meeting of 1 December 2008. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council is a member of the North West Weight of Loads Group.  The Group management 
committee meets quarterly on the first Monday of December, March, June, and September. 
 
It has met since in Glen Innes and the next meeting will be hosted by Walgett Shire on 9 June 
2009. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Minutes of Meeting NWWOLG 1 December 2008 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
All Heavy Vehicle Operators in Walgett Shire 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the minutes of the North West Weight of Loads Group 1 

December 2008 meeting. 
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4. WESTERN SLOPES DISTRICT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/03/84 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Western Slopes District Emergency Management Committee is instituted under the State 
Emergency and Rescue Management Act 1989.  This report provides Council with the minutes of 
the December 2008 meeting. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Western Slopes District Emergency Management Committee is instituted under the State 
Emergency and Rescue Management Act 1989.  It is tasked with the responsibility of ensuring 
preparedness for and coordinating the response to emergencies at the district level.  It 
incorporates the Local Emergency Management Areas of Coonamble, Dubbo, Gilgandra, Mid 
Western, Narromine, Warren, Warrumbungles, Walgett and Wellington Councils. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Western Slopes District Emergency Management Committee Minutes, 4 December 2008 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
All emergency response agencies 
All persons in Western Slopes District 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the minutes of the Western Slopes District Emergency 

Management Committee meeting held 4 December 2008. 
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5. WESTERN DIVISION ANNUAL CONFERENCE MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   004/09/03/84 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Minutes of the Conference, which was held at Balranald between 1st and 3rd March 2009, 
are attached.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Members may recall that Council considered a proposal from the Western Division, in 2008, that 
each member Council contribute $9,000 annually to enable the employment of a full time Chief 
Executive Officer. Council resolved that it was not supportive of the proposal. The matter was 
discussed at the Conference where a majority of Councils opposed the proposal. The motion 
carried by the Conference is found on page 9 of the Minutes. The motion reads: 
 
"That the Western Division Group of the Shires Association of NSW engage a part time CEO to 
be located in the Western Division and funded by the Western Division Shires Association 
account with a $1,000 levy for each Council per year for a 3 year term."  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Western Division Councils 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Additional expenditure of $1,000 per annum for 3 years. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That the Minutes be noted and an additional budget of $1,000 be provided for 

membership fees in 2009/10 
 

 
Attachments:  
 
Minutes of the Annual Conference of the Western Division Group of the Shires Association held 
1st to 3rd March 2009. 
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6. WALGETT SHIRE YOUTH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   003/05/01/00 

 

 
Summary:  
 
The Walgett Shire Youth Council meeting was held in Collarenebri on 4th March 2009.   
 
Discussion (including issues and background) 
 
The minutes of the Walgett Shire Youth Council meeting on the March 4th are attached.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Management plan 2007 / 2010 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Young people of Walgett Shire 
Communities of Walgett Shire 

 
Financial Implications:  
 
Nil 

 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council notes the minutes of the Walgett Shire Youth Council meeting. 
 

 
 
 
Attachments: 
Walgett Shire Youth Council minutes 
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7. COUNCILLOR INFORMATION SEMINARS 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/02/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Director General of the Department of Local Government has requested that a letter be 
tabled before Council regarding Councillor Information Seminars conducted by the Department. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The attached letter advises which of Walgett Shire's Councillors attended an Information Seminar. 
The letter also requests that the Department is provided "with a web link to the online copy of the 
relevant council minutes that record this information". 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the letter from the Director General of the Department of Local Government 

be noted. 
  

 
Attachments:  
 
letter from the Director General of the Department of Local Government received on the 18th 
February 2009. 
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8. COUNCIL MEETING DATES AND VENUES 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   013/06/01/44 

 

 
Summary: 
 
As a consequence of the relocation of the February 2009 meeting from Carinda to Walgett, it is 
necessary to reschedule a future meeting to Carinda. Additionally, Council has resolved to hold 
an additional meeting in May to consider the adoption of a Draft Budget. Council must publicly 
notify the new dates and venues for Council meetings.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Mayor has recommended that the August Council meeting should be conducted at Carinda, 
rather than Walgett. The additional meeting in May is scheduled for 10.00 am on Tuesday 12th at 
Walgett. The additional meeting is necessary to enable a Draft Budget to be publicly notified for 
28 days prior to its adoption at the June Council meeting. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council adopt and publicly notify the following dates and venues for Council 

meetings for the balance of 2009 (all meetings commence at 10.00 am): 
 
 28th April at Collarenebri 
 12th May at Walgett 
 26th May at Walgett 
 23rd June at Walgett 
 28th July at Rowena 
 25th August at Carinda 
 22nd September at Walgett 
 27th October at Walgett 
 22nd November at Burren Junction 
 15th December at Walgett 
 

 
Attachments: Nil 
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9. PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A LIONS CLUB IN WALGETT 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent - General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   006/05/03/44 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Lions Club International seek to explore the possibility of establishing a Lions Club in Walgett. To 
this end, a meeting is to be convened in the Walgett District Sporting Club on Tuesday 24th 
March 2009 commencing at 8.00 pm.      
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Vice District Governor (201N4), Mr Ray Strong, has requested that he be able to address 
Council at its meeting to be held at the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club on Tuesday 24th March. 
 
Attached is a copy of a letter, sent to various persons, which outlines the potential benefits of 
establishing a Club in Walgett. Mr Strong has had discussions with both the Mayor and General 
Manager regarding the proposal. At the evening meeting the District Governor, Mr Bob Moore, will 
also be present. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be noted. 
 

 
Attachments: Letter from Mr Ray Strong to the Local Area Police Commander dated 2nd February 
2009. 
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10. INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO A SECURE AND SUSTAINABLE 
URBAN WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE SERVICES FOR NON-
METROPOLITAN NSW 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   032/05/01/05 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Council considered a report on this subject at its February 2009 meeting. This report provides an 
update on actions since this time. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached are two letters which are self explanatory. The first is to the General Managers of Moree 
Plains, Gwydir and Narrabri Councils (which was written following a meeting in Moree attended by 
the Mayor, General Manager and the Director Urban Infrastructure Services) and the second to 
the Local Water Utility Inquiry. A further report will be placed before Council following a meeting 
(referred to in the attached letters) which will take place in Moree on the 1st May 2009. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Report of the Independent Inquiry into Secure and Sustainable Urban Water Supply and 
Sewerage Services for Non-Metropolitan NSW. 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett, Narrabri, Moree Plains and Gwydir Councils. 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendation:  
 
1. That the report be received. 
 

 
Attachments : 
 
Letter to the General Managers of Moree Plains, Narrabri and Gwydir Council‟s; 
Letter to the Local Water Utility Inquiry, Department of Water and Energy 
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11. ORGANISATION STRUCTURE 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   145/01/03/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A Council must re-determine the organisation structure within 12 months after any ordinary 
election of the Council. This report recommends that the existing structure, with two minor 
changes, be endorsed. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Section 332 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 prescribes that: 
 
“A council must determine: an organisation structure; those positions within the organisation 
structure that are senior staff positions; the resources to be allocated towards the employment of 
staff”. 
 
Organisational structure covers the number of positions, arrangements for exercising 
management responsibilities and staff reporting lines. The current organisation structure was 
adopted at the May 2008 Council meeting. The most significant change, at that time, was the split 
of responsibilities within the infrastructure and engineering areas to create a four (4), rather than 
three (3), Division structure. 
 
Attached is the report on Organisational Structure which was considered at the May 2008 Council 
meeting. The rationale underpinning the Structure is covered in that document and its 
attachments. Current positions and reporting lines are described in a chart which has been 
circulated under separate cover. It is the view of the General Manager that the rationale for the 
existing management arrangements remains unchanged. 
 
Two minor changes to Structure have been requested by the Director, Corporate and Community 
Services. The first involves the reduction in the number of positions reporting directly to the 
Manager, Community Development and Tourism. Specifically, it is recommended that the casual 
library officer positions at Lightning Ridge report to the Senior Library Officer at Walgett. 
Secondly, it is recommended that the currently vacant Visitor Information Centre Officer position 
at Walgett be replaced by a Community Development Officer position reporting to the Manager, 
Community Development and Tourism. The justification for the change is provided in the 
Director‟s Tourism Report, which is included in this Agenda. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and staff 
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Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendation:  
 
1. That the Organisation Structure be amended to change the reporting 

arrangements for the casual Library Officer positions at Lightning Ridge and to 
replace a Visitor Information Officer position at Walgett with a new position of 
Community Development Officer. 

 

 
Attachments: Report to May 2008 Council meeting entitled “Adoption of New Organisational 
Structure” 
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12. RATES OVERVIEW 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:  Norm Hitchens - Rates Consultant  
Carole Medcalf - Director Corporate and Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   180/09/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
An overview of proposed rates recommendations is presented to Council for its consideration 
prior to the budget process beginning and taking into consideration the request from Councillor 
Lane.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Section 8 of the Local Government Act, 1993 promotes Council‟s charter as follows: 
 
“ to raise funds for local purposes by the fair imposition of rates, charges and fees.”. 
 
Traditionally, rates have been made and levied by using the valuation of land multiplied by a 
wholly ad valorem rate ( cents in the dollar multiplied by valuation). The value of land does not 
necessarily reflect the ability of an owner to pay. A rate based solely on the value of rateable land 
often ignores the cost and value of common services and facilities from which ALL properties 
benefit regardless of their rateable value. 
 
The DLG Council Rating and Revenue Raising Manual states generally that: 
 
The use of a wholly ad valorem method of rating could be seen by owners of highly valued land 
as causing uneven distribution of costs because they might have to bear a higher share of the 
total rate burden than the owners of lower valued land. 
 
The Local Government Act, 1993 by introducing the use of “base amounts” has allowed Councils 
to structure a rate with an ad valorem component and a base charge which can be used to flatten 
the incidence of rates across ratepayers and thus reduce the magnitude of rate variations in rates 
levies between properties of varying rateable value. 
 
There is a cost per property that represents the basic administrative costs of Council from which 
all properties benefit regardless of their rateable value. A base amount therefore can enable 
Council to charge all properties subject to the rates a sufficient levy to cover the costs of common 
services as well as basic administrative costs. 
 
The Act specifically provides that the Base amount must not produce more than 50% of the total 
rate revenue to be derived from any rate category or sub category. 
 
The remaining 50% (or more) must be determined by the use of Ad valorem amount. The ad 
valorem amount of a rate is to be levied on the land value of all land that is to be rateable to the 
rate (section 498) and the rate in the dollar is to apply uniformly. Sections 498 (3) and 499 (4) 
require all parcels of land to have the same ad valorem and/or base rate as other parcels of land 
in the same category or sub category. 
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Following receipt of a revaluation applicable for the 2008/2009 rating year it appears that 
Lightning Ridge and Burren Junction had a greater increase in valuations than other 
Towns/Villages throughout the Shire. To “soften” the effects of those valuation increases a system 
of ad valorem and base charges was adopted. 
 
Assuming a 3.2% rate capping increase for the rating year 2009/2010 a graph of the valuations 
and rates for each Town/Village has been compiled. 
 
The accompanying graph shows clearly the percentage of valuation levels (on which rates are 
based) for each Town/Village and also the percentage level of rates levied for each Town/Village 
under the new structure.  
 
It is apparent from that graph that Walgett makes up 19.25% of the total valuations yet contributes 
35.30% of total residential rate revenue. Conversely Lightning Ridge comprises 73.80% of total 
valuations but contributes only 44.18% of total residential rate revenue. Collarenebri and Burren 
Junction also contribute significantly more than their valuation percentage. 
 
Assuming the question on page 23 of Council Business paper for 24/02/09 requires Council to 
provide estimates of a “more equitable rate burden between ratepayers of the Shire‟s Towns & 
Villages” and bearing in mind that Council is restricted under “rate pegging” it would be necessary 
to vary Base amounts and the ad valorem amounts in each Town to achieve this end. 
 
Walgett already has a base amount of 49.95% - ad valorem would need to increase although 
Walgett currently pays 35.30% of the total rate levy. 
 
Collarenebri has a base amount of 49.44% - ad valorem would need to increase. 
 
Burren Junction has a base amount of 31.34% - both ad valorem and base amount could be 
increased. 
 
Carinda & Cumborah also could have both ad valorem & base amounts increased. 
 
Rowena has a base amount of 49.91% - ad valorem could increase. 
 
If Council was to implement the above variations, it would be necessary,  to remain within the rate 
pegging limit,  to reduce the amount of  the ad valorem within Lightning Ridge and maybe also the 
base amount. This would have the effect of reducing the percentage of residential rates levied in 
Lightning Ridge although the percentage of valuations remains at 73.80%. 
 
If the intent of the question in the business paper was to provide a more harmonious relationship 
between Towns & Villages”, a reduction in the amount of residential rates levied on Lightning 
Ridge residents and a corresponding increase in residential rates levied on other Towns & 
Villages ratepayers, may well have the opposite effect. 
 
In order to retain the maximum increase allowed under “rate pegging” a reduction of residential 
rates in Lightning Ridge may be obtained without impacting significantly upon the other 
Towns/Villages by transferring the proposed reduction in the residential rates to a corresponding 
increase in other areas such as the business rate, non-urban residential rate and/or the farmland 
rate. 
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Towns/Villages as a % of 
Valuations 

% 
# of 

Assmts 

Walgett Residential 3868140 19.25% 640 
L/Ridge Residential 14827680 73.80% 604 
Collarenebri Residential 415740 2.07% 203 
B/Junction Residential 624350 3.11% 95 
Carinda Residential 43250 0.22% 76 
Cumborah Residential 304200 1.51% 56 
Rowena/CBC 
Residential 8699 0.04% 40 

 20092059 100.00%  
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Towns/Villages as a % of Rate Income assuming 
3.2% increase & no change to base rate % # of Assmts 

Walgett Residential $236,176.28  35.30% 640 
L/Ridge Residential $295,543.99  44.18% 604 
Collarenebri Residential $63,049.95  9.42% 203 
B/Junction Residential $46,922.46  7.01% 95 
Carinda Residential $11,793.18  1.76% 76 
Cumborah Residential $10,166.38  1.52% 56 
Rowena/CBC Residential $5,376.41  0.81% 40 

 $669,028.65  100.00%  
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3.2% increase & no change to Base rate will have following 
effect: 

Property 08/09 Rate 
09/10 
Rate Variance 

43 Pitt St Walgett 432.24  436.75  4.51  
36 Euroka St Walgett 560.73  578.54  17.81  
63 Montkeila St Walgett 199.83  206.33  6.50  
1 Fox St Walgett 338.50  349.35  10.85  
4 Pandora St L/Ridge 493.00  508.76  15.76  
16 Agate St L/Ridge 649.00  669.73  20.73  
24 Black Prince St L/Ridge 467.00  481.94  14.94  
17 Brilliant St L/Ridge 460.50  475.23  14.73  
Lot 9 Church St Colly 302.59  312.28  9.69  
Lot 12 Earl St Colly 332.27  342.95  10.68  
Lot 7 George St Colly 302.59  312.28  9.69  
Lot 10 High St Colly 218.75  225.64  6.89  
Lot 13 Alma St Burren 570.00  588.24  18.24  
Lot 10 Balaclava St Burren 375.00  386.99  11.99  
Lot 29 Hastings St Burren 750.00  774.00  24.00  
Lot 30 Houlahan St Burren 450.00  464.40  14.40  
Lot 10 Colin St Carinda 155.00  159.99  4.99  
Lot 7 Oliver St Carinda 125.00  128.79  3.79  
Lot 1 Oliver St Carinda 215.00  222.40  7.40  
Lot 7 Wilga St Carinda 185.00  191.20  6.20  
Lot 1 Cumborah St Cumborah 381.96  394.19  12.23  
Lot 2 Cumborah St Cumborah 148.38  153.13  4.75  
Lot 8 Narrabri St Cumborah 200.63  207.06  6.43  
Lot 6 Walgett St Cumborah 128.49  132.61  4.12  
Lot 15 Middle St Rowena 125.00  129.00  4.00  
Lot 6 Rowena St Rowena 107.00  110.42  3.42  
Lot 62 Middle St Rowena 110.00  113.52  3.52  
Lot 1 Rowena St Rowena 815.00  841.03  26.03  

 

 

Average Rates with 3.2% increase 
overall& no change to Base Rates 

Walgett Residential $ 369.03  
L/Ridge Residential $ 489.31  
Collarenebri Residential $ 310.59  
B/Junction Residential $ 493.92  
Carinda Residential $ 155.17  
Cumborah Residential $ 181.54  
Rowena/CBC Residential $ 134.41  
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Towns/Villages rate income with varying %age increases & 
no change to base rates 

  
Est. 09/10 

Rates %age 
# of 

Assmts 
Walgett Residential $ 238,464.81  35.74% 640 
L/Ridge Residential $ 283,516.04  42.50% 604 
Collarenebri 
Residential $ 68,426.30  10.26% 203 
B/Junction Residential $ 45,012.83  6.75% 95 
Carinda Residential $ 13,827.28  2.07% 76 
Cumborah Residential $ 11,821.37  1.77% 56 
Rowena/CBC 
Residential $ 6,095.35  0.91% 40 

 $ 667,163.97  100.00%  

    
Walgett increased by 4.2%   
Lightning Ridge decreased by 1%   
Colly increased by 12%    
Burren decreased by 1%   
Carinda increased by 21%   
Cumborah increased by 20%   
Rowena increased by 17%   
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Towns/Villages rate income with varying %age increases & no 
change to base rates (Total increase = 3.2%) 

Property 08/09 Rate 
09/10 
Rate Variance 

43 Pitt St Walgett 432.24  440.97  8.73  
36 Euroka St Walgett 560.73  584.14  23.41  
63 Montkeila St Walgett 199.83  208.33  8.50  
1 Fox St Walgett 338.50  352.73  14.23  
4 Pandora St L/Ridge 493.00  488.06  (4.94) 
16 Agate St L/Ridge 649.00  642.47  (6.53) 
24 Black Prince St L/Ridge 467.00  462.32  (4.68) 
17 Brilliant St L/Ridge 460.50  455.89   (4.61) 
Lot 9 Church St Colly 275.14  308.12  32.98  
Lot 12 Earl St Colly 332.27  372.19  39.92  
Lot 7 George St Colly 302.59  338.91  36.32  
Lot 10 High St Colly 218.75  244.87  26.12  
Lot 13 Alma St Burren 570.00  564.30  (5.70) 
Lot 10 Balaclava St Burren 1,050.00  1,039.51  (10.49) 
Lot 29 Hastings St Burren 750.00  742.50  (7.50) 
Lot 30 Houlahan St Burren 450.00  445.50  (4.50) 
Lot 10 Colin St Carinda 155.00  187.59  32.59  
Lot 7 Oliver St Carinda 125.00  151.00  26.00  
Lot 1 Oliver St Carinda 305.00  370.53  65.53  
Lot 7 Wilga St Carinda 185.00  224.18  39.18  
Lot 1 Cumborah St Cumborah 381.96  458.37  76.41  
Lot 2 Cumborah St Cumborah 148.38  178.06  29.68  
Lot 8 Narrabri St Cumborah 200.63  240.77  40.14  
Lot 6 Walgett St Cumborah 128.49  154.19  25.70  
Lot 15 Middle St Rowena 125.00  146.25  21.25  
Lot 6 Rowena St Rowena 107.00  125.19  18.19  
Lot 62 Middle St Rowena 110.00  128.70  18.70  
Lot 1 Rowena St Rowena 815.00  953.50  138.50  

 

 

Average Rates with varying %age 
increases & no change to Base rates 

Walgett Residential 372.60  
L/Ridge Residential 469.40  
Collarenebri Residential 337.08  
B/Junction Residential 473.82  
Carinda Residential 181.94  
Cumborah Residential 211.10  
Rowena/CBC Residential 152.38  
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3.2% total increase with varying Base Rates & %age 
increases/decreases 

 
Est. 09/10 

Rates %age 
# of 

Assmts 

Walgett Residential $ 240,753.34  36.04% 640 
L/Ridge Residential $ 282,084.14  42.23% 604 
Collarenebri Residential $ 68,426.30  10.24% 203 
B/Junction Residential $ 45,012.83  6.74% 95 
Carinda Residential $ 13,827.28  2.07% 76 
Cumborah Residential $ 11,821.37  1.77% 56 
Rowena/CBC Residential $ 6,095.35  0.91% 40 

 $ 668,020.60  100.00%  

    
Walgett Base - no change to Base - 5.2% ad valorem increase 
L/Ridge - Base now 45% - -1.5% decrease  
Colly Base  No Change    
Burren Base - now 45%    
Carinda Base - now 45%   
Cumborah Base - now 45%   
Rowena Base - no change   
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Towns/Villages rate income with varying %age increases & 
changes to base rates ( Total increase = 3.2%) 

Property 08/09 Rate 
09/10 
Rate Variance 

43 Pitt St Walgett 432.24  445.21  12.97  
36 Euroka St Walgett 560.73  589.75  29.02  
63 Montkeila St Walgett 199.83  210.33  10.50  
1 Fox St Walgett 338.50  356.12  17.62  
4 Pandora St L/Ridge 493.00  482.21  (10.79) 
16 Agate St L/Ridge 649.00  607.77  (41.23) 
24 Black Prince St L/Ridge 467.00  461.28  (5.72) 
17 Brilliant St L/Ridge 460.50  456.05  (4.45) 
Lot 9 Church St Colly 275.14  308.12  32.98  
Lot 12 Earl St Colly 332.27  372.19  39.92  
Lot 7 George St Colly 302.59  338.91  36.32  
Lot 10 High St Colly 218.75  244.87  26.12  
Lot 13 Alma St Burren 570.00  546.31  (23.69) 
Lot 10 Balaclava St Burren 1,050.00  926.97  (123.03) 
Lot 29 Hastings St Burren 750.00  689.06  (60.94) 
Lot 30 Houlahan St Burren 450.00  451.14  1.14  
Lot 10 Colin St Carinda 155.00  187.37  32.37  
Lot 7 Oliver St Carinda 125.00  152.21  27.21  
Lot 1 Oliver St Carinda 305.00  363.21  58.21  
Lot 7 Wilga St Carinda 185.00  222.54  37.54  
Lot 1 Cumborah St Cumborah 381.96  436.96  55.00  
Lot 2 Cumborah St Cumborah 148.38  180.91  32.53  
Lot 8 Narrabri St Cumborah 200.63  238.19  37.56  
Lot 6 Walgett St Cumborah 128.49  159.11  30.62  
Lot 15 Middle St Rowena 125.00  146.25  21.25  
Lot 6 Rowena St Rowena 107.00  125.19  18.19  
Lot 62 Middle St Rowena 110.00  128.70  18.70  
Lot 1 Rowena St Rowena 815.00  953.50  138.50  

 

Average Rates with varying %age 
increases/decreases & changes to Base 

rates 
Walgett Residential  $ 376.18  
L/Ridge Residential  $ 467.03  
Collarenebri Residential  $ 337.08  
B/Junction Residential  $ 473.82  
Carinda Residential  $ 181.94  
Cumborah Residential  $ 211.10  
Rowena/CBC Residential  $ 152.38  
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Categorisation changes 
 
There are four categories allowed by the Local Government Act 1993: Section 515 states for land 
to be categorised as farmland it must be: 
 
a. A parcel of rateable land 
b.  Valued as one assessment 
c. The dominant use of which is for farming 
d. Has a significant and substantial commercial purpose or character and 
e. Is engaged in for the purpose of profit on a continuous or repetitive basis 
 
Section 516(1) of the Act states that land is to be categorised as residential if it is a parcel of 
rateable land valued as one assessment and: 
 
Its dominant use is for residential accommodation or in the case of vacant land it is zoned or 
otherwise designated for use under an environment planning instrument for residential purposes 
or it is rural residential land. 
 
Section 517(1) of the Act states that land is to categorised as mining if it is: 
 
a. A parcel of rateable land 
b. Valued as one assessment 
c.  The dominant use of which is for a coal mine or metalliferous mine.   
 
Section 518 of the Act states that land is to be categorised as business if it cannot be categorised 
as farmland, residential or mining. 
 
Section 188 of the Mining Act states “…..a mineral claim may not be granted on land on which is 
situated a dwelling house ………”  nor for “ …….. land which is leased for residential purposes 
under the Western Lands Act. 
 
It would seem therefore that mineral claims have been correctly categorised as business but 
perhaps should be renamed from “business – mining” to possibly “business – mineral claim”. 
 
Other proposed changes are: to change Non Urban Residential and Non Urban Business to 
Residential – General and Business – General. Council can then make the rate Residential – 
General to apply to all residential land within the Shire except those lands subcategorised as 
Residential – Walgett, Residential Lightning Ridge etc. 
 
Similarly Council could make the rate Business – General to apply to all business land within the 
Shire excepting those lands subcategorised as Business – Walgett, Business – Lightning Ridge 
etc. This serves the purpose of streamlining those lands which fall outside the „usual categories 
into one category and brings it into line with the DLG Council Rating and Revenue Raising Manual 
which states:  
 
 “If the council‟s intention is to apply one or more sub categories of residential ordinary rates it 
must initially make a residential ordinary rate that applies to all land categorised as residential 
throughout its area excepting that land which will be subject to the sub categorised residential 
areas”.(Section 528). 
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One other category that should be re-named is that of Mining – Business which relates to 
residential land outside the Town of Lightning Ridge. A suggestion may be to re-name this 
category as Residential – Preserved Opal Fields. Previously the Mining - Business category had 
raised concerns with affected ratepayers because of the confusion in useage of the land and it 
would be advisable to avoid continuing this confusion. The rate for each of the renamed 
categories would be equal as is the case now. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Local Government Act 1993 
NSW Department of Local Government Rating and Revenue Raising Manual 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
As determined in budget process 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council make the following rate categorisation changes:  
 a. Business Mining to Business – Preserved Opal Fields; 
 b. Non Urban Residential and Non Urban Business to Residential – General and 

Business – General; 
 c. Mining – Business to Residential – Preserved Opal Fields. 
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13. REVISED TOURISM STRATEGY  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf - Director Corporate and Community Services 

FILE NUMBER:   135/07/03/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Walgett Shire Council adopted a Tourism Destination Strategy 2007-2010. A revised and updated 
Draft Tourism Strategy 2009-2011 has been developed which provides a clearer action plan to 
address some of the issues that have been identified previously by members of the Walgett Shire 
community. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The revision and updating was necessary as some of the components of the initial Strategy were 
no longer necessary or had been achieved. The updated Strategy more clearly outlines activities 
to be undertaken over the next 2 years by our Tourism staff in conjunction with interested 
community members. As the initial Strategy was developed following community consultation it 
appears unnecessary to put the revised Strategy, which includes most of the previous one in a 
different format, out to community consultation. The shorter time period means that it will only be 
another 18 months before the consultation process is undertaken again. 
 
Tourism has been identified by Councillors and community members as an industry with potential 
growth in Walgett Shire. It is therefore important that Council develops clear, achievable 
objectives and works with the community to develop an improved sense of identity for the Shire. 
Some of that work has commenced in Lightning Ridge, which has the most developed tourism 
sector in the Shire and council staff have been involved, latterly, in those processes. 
 
Part of the process needed for the Shire is a 'Branding' based on community consultation and 
involving Councillors and council's tourism staff. The current tourism budget has been managed 
so as to enable such a workshop to be undertaken this financial year. Some examples of the 
results of 'branding' workshops are attached to this report. Tourism NSW have an Outback NSW 
Tourism Plan 2004-2008 which shows what can be achieved by conducting such workshops and 
also demonstrates how far behind in capitalising on already acknowledged possibilities, the Shire 
is and a copy of that is also attached. 
 
The Draft Tourism Strategy 2009-2011,a copy of the revised Signage Audit which was completed 
as part of the initial Tourism Strategy (and has been updated) and a Draft Expression of Interest 
for the conduct of a Branding consultation and development workshop/s are also attached. 
 
Last year an adjustment was made to the amounts allocated in the budget to Walgett VIC and the 
Lightning Ridge VIC (LRTA) with an increase being made to Lightning Ridge. This was done in 
recognition that there are more tourists visiting Lightning Ridge than Walgett and that the industry 
development there was significantly advanced on that in Walgett.  
 
Currently there are 1.5 (equivalent) F/T staff employed at Lightning Ridge with a complement of 
volunteers also assisting. The VIC is open 7 days per week with the exception of Christmas Day 
and is an accredited Level 1 Tourist Information Centre. Lightning Ridge VIC had visitor numbers 
in December 2008 of 20,804 compared to an average 3,040 in Walgett. 
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Walgett VIC has a current staff complement of 2.5 (equivalent) F/T staff and a number of casual 
staff to complement. There are different requirements because there are different Awards 
applying at the two sites. However, it is my view that there is one F/T staff position (which is 
currently vacant and has been for some time) that is no longer necessary.  
 
There is a need for an additional community development position in Community Services given 
the amount of identified social issues that create problems in the Shire. We currently have one 
Youth Development Officer working F/T specifically with youth across the Shire. The Manager 
Community Development and Tourism has a number of managerial responsibilities as well as 
Community Development requirements. The social issues include (but are not limited to): drug 
and alcohol abuse, domestic violence, vandalism, parenting issues and a lack of facilities and 
recreational activities, both cultural and sporting. There is more work than can be reasonably 
expected of one or two people. 
 
I suggest we transfer the VIC Officer position to Community Services at the earliest possible time. 
Cost implications are manageable within the existing budget. If the social matters are not 
managed then it stands to reason it will remain the case that there will be limited tourism 
opportunities opening up in Walgett. The Shire is not the only agency that has responsibilities in 
this area but the contribution we make can be significant. 

  
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
WSC Tourism Destination Strategy 2007 -2010 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
WSC ratepayers, Council and staff, tourism operators and organisations. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Budgeted in this financial year 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That Council adopts the revised Draft Tourism Strategy 2009-2011.  
 
2.  That Council endorses the draft Expression of Interest to be advertised with a 

view to conducting a Branding workshop/s to further develop a tourism strategy 
for the Shire.  

 
3.  That Council endorses the proposed change in position from Vic Officer to 

Community Development Officer. 
 

 
Attachments 
 
Draft WSC Signage Audit 
Draft Tourism Strategy 2009-2011 
Examples of 'Branding' workshops 
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14. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM – DECEMBER 2008 – 
FEBRUARY 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate & Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   135/02/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Quarterly activity report for Community Development & Tourism as at February 2009. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Community Development  

 Community Consultation Plan drafted and circulated to Executive Team.  Consultations 
will take place Shire wide and will gather information that will inform Council Social & other 
plans  

 Social Plan Review and Action Plan completed 

 Analysis of Community Survey results and summary provided for formulation of budget  

 Facilitated International Women‟s Day breakfast  
 
Library  

 Services expanded with two new groups scheduled to access the Library.  Goonimoo 
Children‟s Service will structure the library into their fortnightly program and Walgett Health 
Service (aged care group) will access the library on a monthly basis 

 Two new casual library staff members have been recruited for the Lightning Ridge Library 
and will share 15 hours per week with the existing casual library staff 

 
Tourism 

 LGSA Tourism Conference attended 

 Contributed to draft of Tourism Plan 
 
Other -  

 Development Applications for Regional Infrastructure funding;  

 Walgett & Lightning Ridge skate parks – DA Completed 

 Collarenebri skate park – DA in progress 

 Burren Junction Bore Baths upgrades 

 Walgett & Collarenebri primitive camping areas – DA in progress 

 Carinda playground/toilets – in progress 
 
Training -  

 Attended Cultural Awareness training  

 Attended DLG Integrated Planning Training – Dubbo  
 
Collarenebri Agency- 

 Customer Feedback tool designed 
  
Funding -  

 Proceeds of Crime funding application completed – CCTV  Installation Project 

 Connect Ed funding application drafted – School and Youth Development partnership 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Nil 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire community members, organisations and agencies with an interest in the social 
outcomes of people residing, working in, and visiting the Walgett Shire.  

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receives and notes the Community Development Tourism Report – 

December 2008 – February 2009.  
 

 

 
Attachments 
LGSA Tourism Conference Summary 
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15. COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf - Director 

FILE NUMBER:   003/03/03/01 

 

 
Summary: 
 
A community survey was distributed to residents in late 2008 by Walgett Shire Council staff. It 
was the first time such a survey has been used to provide information and feedback to Councillors 
and staff about Council services and the needs of the community. There were 3,335 surveys 
distributed and 169 returned. Although the return rate was poor and therefore could not be seen 
to be significant a number of residents indicated that they would return the survey if another was 
distributed. A summary is circulated under separate cover. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Surveys are seen as a valid form of community consultation by state and federal governments 
and as such are encouraged amongst local government entities. Encouraging residents to view 
surveys as a useful way of getting their needs and priorities identified (and dealt with) will 
encourage more people to respond to future efforts. Most Councils conduct a community survey 
every two years. 
 
There were seven significant priority action areas identified by respondents which were (in order 
of concern): 
 

 Crime prevention 
 Road Maintenance 
 Develop recreational areas 
 Youth development 
 Street beautification 
 Tourism; and 
 Education/Literacy improvement. 
 
Approximately 60 identified crime prevention and 10 Education/literacy with varying numbers in 
between. 
 
The most number of surveys were returned by Lightning Ridge residents - 146 - and the least 
amount by residents attending the Walgett Quilt Show - zero (one of the events used for 
distribution as well as to residents homes) although they may have returned them to the Shire 
Offices rather than at the Show. Walgett residents returned 92, Collarenebri 11, Grawin 9, 
Rowena 5, Carinda 2. 
 
The surveys basically serve to support most of the areas identified by Councillors in the Strategic 
Planning process and will also lend weight to funding applications in those areas identified. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
DLG Management Planning Guidelines 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Consideration in budget process  
 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That Council note the report on the community survey  
 
2.  That Council publicise when appropriate, those projects targeted to address the 

seven priority areas 
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16. INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS PRACTICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf - Director 

FILE NUMBER:   004/08/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
There is a complex set of industrial requirements governing employment processes in local 
government. A summary of the most significant among them follows. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
Council‟s Charter (Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993) requires Council to be a 
responsible employer. 
 
Council employs the General Manager, which is considered to be a senior staff appointment. The 
General Manager appoints staff in accordance with an organisation structure, approved by 
Council and the General Manager has responsibility for the day-to–day management of council, 
including the capacity to direct and dismiss staff. 
 
Sections 348 and 349 of the Local Government Act 1993 determine how positions are to be 
advertised and clearly indicate that appointment is to be made on merit, [s349 (2)] according to (a) 
the nature of the duties of the position, and (b) the abilities, qualifications, experience and 
standard of work performance of those persons relevant to those duties. 
 
Once employed, staff entitlements and the organisation of work is determined to a large extent by 
the requirements of the Local Government (State) Award 2007 which determines Rates of Pay, 
Salary System requirements, Hours of Work, Leave Provisions and Grievance and Dispute 
procedures as well as Disciplinary Procedures. There are other matters also dealt with by the 
Award. 
 
Senior staff are required to observe all those requirements in their management of staff and staff 
are required to abide by the requirements as well. Council also has a number of human resources 
policies (see Policy Manual) and procedures to assist in ensuring such requirements are met. 
 
Council‟s salary system has to meet Award standards in terms of skill recognition, progression 
processes, skills assessment and performance objectives. Our new system is being designed with 
those standards in mind. Position descriptions, required for each position in Council‟s 
organisational structure, must clearly state the grade of the position, requirements for the position, 
selection criterion and place of the position in the organisation i.e. reports to and from the position. 
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Council is required to establish a consultative committee (Award Clause 27) which has as its 
functions: 
 
a. award implementation 
b. training 
c. consultation with regard to organisation restructure 
d. job redesign 
e. salary systems 
f. communication and education mechanisms 
g. performance management systems 
h. changes to variable working hours arrangements for new or vacant positions 
i. local government reform. 
 
All significant Council position changes go through consultative committee processes where the 
relevant union representatives discuss with management representatives, in a co-operative 
manner, any changes to position descriptions, re-gradings or changes in levels of responsibility. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (State) Award 2007 
Walgett Shire Council Policy Manual 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council and staff 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil 

 

Recommendations: 
 
1.  That Council receive the report for information. 
 

 
Attachments 
Nil 
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17. INTERNAL AUDIT COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Carole Medcalf - Director 

FILE NUMBER:   145/01/11/07 

 

 
Summary: 

 
Department of Local Government Circular 08-64 contains the Internal Audit Guidelines, detailing 
the requirements of councils regarding the establishment of an Internal Audit Committee. Walgett 
Shire Council does not currently have an Internal Audit Committee.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The purpose of an internal audit function (which can be either an appointed officer or a committee 
but recommended by the Department as a committee) is to provide „independent assurance over 
the internal controls and risk management framework of the council” (p7 Circular 08-64). 
 
The scope of the committee would generally „include some or all of the following areas: 

  

 Reliability and integrity of financial and operational information 

 Effectiveness and efficiency of operations and resource useage 

 Safeguarding of assets 

 Compliance with laws, regulations, policies, procedures and contracts 

 Adequacy and effectiveness of the risk management framework.” 
 
While larger councils do, as a matter of course, usually have such functions smaller councils, 
such as Walgett Shire, have been less likely to do so. The increasing amounts of public monies, 
greater public liability risks and increased levels of responsibility make it good practice for all 
councils as well as a requirement from the Department. 
 
It makes good sense however, for this to be a shared function, and as such we have commenced 
discussions with Warrumbungle Council about the possibility of doing that with other councils in 
the region. Currently it appears that all councils in the OROC area are keen to establish a shared 
committee which would function to the benefit of all OROC Councils. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Circular 08-64 
Circular 09-03 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Other OROC member councils 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
Shared financial costs still to be determined. 
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Recommendation: 
 
1.  That Walgett Shire Council supports the sharing of the establishment of an 

Internal Audit Committee with other member councils of the OROC region. 
 

 
Attachments 

 
Circular 08-64 
Circular 09-03 
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18. INSPECTION SCHEDULE MARCH – APRIL 2009  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    David Callander OHS Coordinator/ Risk Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   295/07/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report outlines the proposed inspection schedule of Council's Occupational Health & Safety 
Coordinator / Risk Officer for the months of March - April, 2009. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
In line with Council's commitment of compliance with the Occupational Health and Safety Act 
2000, and Council's requirement as per Department of Local Government circular number 06/75, 
Valuation of Assets at Fair Value, the following is a list of proposed inspections to be carried out 
throughout March - April at Council owned facilities. 
 
The inspections report and recommendations will be used to assist in the process of valuations.  
 
24th March  
Carinda Showgrounds 
Carinda Parks 
Carinda Hall 
Carinda Pool 
 
1st April 
Lightning Ridge library 
Lightning Ridge Tourism Centre 
Lightning Ridge parks & Playgrounds 
 
 

8th April 
Walgett, Gray Park 
Walgett, Apex Park 
Walgett, Pearson Park 
Walgett, Rotary Park 
 
15th April 
Burren Junction, Pool 
Burren Junction, Bore Baths 
Burren junction, Parks 
Burren Junction, Oval / showground 
Burren junction Hall 

 
The Occupational Health and Safety Coordinator / Risk Officer commenced inspections in early 
March with the following having been completed. 
 
Gem Gardens, Lightning Ridge 
Spider Brown Oval, Lightning Ridge 
Bore Baths, Lightning Ridge 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000 
Department Local Government circular 06/75 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Citizens Walgett Shire 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Costs will be relevant to any recommendations that arise as a result of the proposed inspections. 
 

Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council receive and note the report and inspection schedule. 
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19. REPORT ON WALGETT MOBILE PCYC – MARCH 2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   003/05/01/00 

 

 
Summary:    
 
The PCYC program is experiencing a lack of support from organisations in Walgett and a lack of 
PCYC staff willing to be deployed to Walgett. Attendance numbers have decreased due to a lack 
of structure with programming of events for our young people. 
 
Senior police have indicated that PCYC will withdraw their service from Walgett at June 2009 
although Council has not yet received any official decision from PCYC. 
   
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The inception of the PCYC Mobile program in Walgett in mid 2006 is attributed in part to the rapid 
drop in youth related crime in Walgett. The program supported by the Castlereagh Local Area 
Command and the Walgett Shire Council at that time. 
 
Police officers from other areas around the State were deployed for two days where the Mobile 
Van, fully equipped with x box‟s and video screens would visit schools and the local youth centres 
in an attempt to break the barriers often identified in Youth – Police relationships. The van cost in 
excess of $200,000. 
 
In July 2007 Walgett Shire Council agreed to support the employment of a manager in a full time 
position with a view to utilise  the mobile van and outreach to other communities experiences 
issues relating to Youth. 
 
Council commits $40,000 per annum to assist with the salary for the manager of the PCYC 
Program; council also offers venues and staff at nearly every deployment. 
 
It was also intended that this would lighten the work load of other services who were supporting 
the program and that the manager would develop and implement structured programs for the 
young people of our Shire. It would be fair to say that the intentions of out- reaching the service to 
other communities have not happened.  
 
The community of Lightning Ridge who are experiencing an up turn in youth related crime have 
had the PCYC Van visit twice in two years, Collarenebri has had visits from the Van on average of 
four times a year.When the van has been in Walgett there seems to be a lack of communication 
and the young people are not aware of its movements, nor are staff from Council who support the 
program. 

 
To date there is still a void in the structure and programming of the PCYC Van. 
Points to note: 
 

 The PCYC van sits in a council shed for twelve days of the fortnight; this is seen by 
many to be a major under utilization of a resource proven to be a productive tool in 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

24 March 2009   Page 189 of 299 

combating anti- social matters and works as an engagement tool for police to form 
relationships with our young people. 

 

 The PCYC staff who were regular visitors with the program have dropped out of the 
program.  

 

 Volunteers are minimal, although there are reportedly forty odd (40) volunteers on 
the books it is not uncommon to see only the Police being deployed and Council 
Youth Development staff at deployments. 

 

 Young people are still attracted to the Van and the activities on offer it just needs to 
be structured and promoted to the wider communities throughout the Walgett Shire. 

 

 Other communities throughout Walgett are regularly questioning as to why the Van 
does not visit their communities more often when these communities are also in 
Walgett Shire, suffering the same youth issues and needs and are entitled to an 
even distribution of the service. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Walgett Shire Council‟s Management plan 2008 / 2009 – 2012 / 2013 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Young people of Walgett Shire 
Communities of Walgett Shire 
PCYC 

 
Financial Implications:  
 
Nil 

 

Recommendations:  
 
1.  Walgett Shire Council seek a review of the services and partnership be considered 

in period March – April 2009. 
 
2.  That in the event of a negative review or the withdrawal of the PCYC service in 

Walgett Shire, the allocation of $40,000 is considered for reallocation to Youth 
Development Officer. 
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20. INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2009  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Shane Roberts – Finance Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   180/02/01/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report summarises the investments of Walgett Shire Council for the month of February 2009.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The Investment summary as at 28 February 2009 as follows 

 

Recommendation: 
 
1.  That the investment report as at 28 February 2009 be received. 
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INVESTMENTS - CONSOLIDATED

Council investments have been made in accordance with the Local Government 

Act 1993, the regulations and council's investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date

(days)

Term Deposits

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 175 7.63 524/09 03-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 168 8.00 525/09 16-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Westpac Term Deposit 168 7.50 526/09 16-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 182 7.38 527/09 24-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 182 7.64 528/09 31-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 182 6.52 531/09 08-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 182 5.68 532/09 14-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 91 6.00 536/09 03-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Westpac Term Deposit 121 5.60 537/09 08-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

IMB Ltd Financial Services Term Deposit 91 5.70 540/09 17-Mar-09 $ 500,000.00

Australian Central Credit Union Term Deposit 91 5.20 541/09 07-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Police & Nurses Credit Society Term Deposit 88 5.35 542/09 21-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 91 4.35 543/09 21-Apr-09 $ 300,000.00

Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 91 4.50 544/09 21-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 91 4.60 545/09 28-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Newcastle Permanent Building Society Term Deposit 91 4.60 546/09 28-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 91 4.25 547/09 28-Apr-09 $ 500,000.00

Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 120 3.75 548/09 03-Jun-09 $ 300,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 182 4.00 549/09 04-Aug-09 $ 300,000.00

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 63 4.50 550/09 14-Apr-09 $ 250,000.00
Citibank Term Deposit 154 4.68 551/09 21-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00

National Australia Bank Term Deposit 91 4.20 552/09 26-May-09 $ 500,000.00

Callable Range Accrual Notes (CRAN)

Commonwealth Bank of Australia bond Term Deposit 90 7.50 538/09 16-Mar-09 16-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00

Royal Bank Canada bond Term Deposit 90 7.70 539/09 16-Mar-09 16-Mar-11 $ 500,000.00

Floating Rates Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDO)

Zircon Finance Limited Floating Rate CDO 92 23-Mar-09 20-Sep-14 $ 175,275.00

Managed Aces SP Floating Rate CDO 94 25-Mar-09 20-Jun-15 $ 64,670.00

Helium Capital Floating Rate CDO 92 24-Mar-09 23-Jun-14 $ 105,800.00

Magnolia Finance Floating Rate CDO 92 23-Mar-09 20-Mar-12 $ 36,500.00

$ 11,532,245.00     
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21. DRAFT YOUTH STRATEGY 2009 – 2014 – A FIVE YEAR PLAN  

REPORTING SECTION:    Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    George McCormick – Youth Development Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   100/03/01/00 

 

 
Summary:   
  
Walgett Shire Youth Development Officer in consultation with community, youth, organisations, 
agencies and youth focus groups have developed a draft Five (5) Year Plan – Youth Strategy. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
As this is the first Youth Strategy Walgett Shire have developed this document contains 
background information considered to be essential to the reader. The Strategy is circulated 
under separate cover. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Management plan 2007 / 2010 – 2012 / 2013 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council 
Young people of Walgett Shire 
Communities of Walgett Shire 
Service providers of Walgett Shire 

 
Financial Implications:  
 
Nil 

 

Recommendations: 
  
1. That Council resolve to receive the Walgett Shire Youth Strategy (Draft) 2009 - 

2014 
 
2. That Council resolves to publicly exhibit the draft Youth Strategy for Twenty 

eight (28) days for consultation and comment   
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22. DA 2008030 – MECHANICS WORKSHOP & SHADE SAILS  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Janet Babic, Town Planner 

FILE NUMBER   DA 2008030 

 

 
Summary:  
 
A Development Application has been lodged to carry out commercial mechanical repairs and 
erect shade sails in Pandora Street, Lightning Ridge.  It is recommended that Walgett Shire 
Council approve the shade sails subject to appropriate conditions of development consent and 
refuse the commercial workshop component of the application. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Mr Cree has lodged Development Application 2008030 to carry out commercial mechanical 
repairs in a shed and construct shade sails for an off street parking area and garden (as shown 
in Figures 2 & 3 below).  The site is Lot 16 Section 21 in DP 758612, Pandora Street, Lightning 
Ridge, as shown in Figure 1 below 
 
One objection to the proposal was received from an adjoining neighbour whose main concerns 
appear to be: 
 
* Commercial use is out of character with the residential nature of the area. 
* Noise from the mechanical operations. 
* Possible de-valuation of their property and those in the vicinity of the site 
 
It is relevant to note that at a meeting held on 2 September 2008, a Development Application 
(DA2008016) was considered by Walgett Shire Council, which resolved to: 
 
* approve a shed (which has now been built). 
* refuse a proposal to use the shed for commercial mechanical repairs. 

 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

24 March 2009   Page 194 of 299 

 
FIGURE 1 - LOCATION PLAN 
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FIGURE 2 - SITE PLAN (INCLUDING PROPOSED SAILS SHADING) 
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FIGURE 3 - SHADE SAILS FRONT ELEVATION VIEW 
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STATUTORY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
79C (1)(a)(i) Provisions of any environmental planning instrument. 
Under the Interim Development Order No. 1 – Shire of Walgett 1968 (IDO) the land is located 
within “2. Village or Township” zone where the predominant land-use is residential.  The 
proposal is permissible with development consent 
 
79C (1)(a)(ii) Provisions of any draft environmental planning instrument that is or has been 
placed on public exhibition. 
Not applicable. There are no relevant draft environmental planning instruments on public 
display. 
 
79C (1)(a)(iii) Any development control plan. 
Not applicable.  There are no current Development Control Plans in Walgett Shire. However 
the effectively obsolete Walgett Shire Council Off Street Parking Code, was used as a guide to 
determine the appropriate number of parking spaces for the mechanical workshop operations 
(i.e. 1 parking space per 90 square metres of floor space is required, the proposed floor space 
will be 126 square metres requiring 2 off street parking spaces). 
 
79C(1)(a)(iiia) Any planning agreement that has been entered into under section 93F, or any 
draft planning agreement that a developer has offered to enter into under section 93F 
Not applicable. No planning agreement has been proposed. 
 
79C(1)(a)(iv) The regulations. 
Section 92 and 92A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 prescribe 
additional matters for consideration (see comments below). 
 
79C (1)(b) Likely impacts of the development, including environmental impacts on both 
the natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in the locality. 
 
Natural and built environments: 
Residential buildings and land uses dominate the vicinity of the site. On the opposite corner of 
Potch St and Pandora Street there is a pottery gallery/studio and bus tours business. 
 
A commercial mechanical workshop would be out of character with the dominant use in the 
vicinity.  
 
Social and economic impacts: 
The proposed commercial mechanical workshop would be located in a predominantly 
residential area and would be out of character with the dominant land use. The large size of the 
shed in which it is proposed to conduct commercial operations, and their nature, could result in 
significant noise impacts. Additional traffic could also be expected in the area. 
 
Positive economic impacts would arise from the proposed mechanical business by generating 
income and employment for the owner.  It would also provide a vehicle maintenance service for 
the local community. 
 
An objector has argued that the business may devalue their property (See attachment no. 1).  
It is also quite possible that it could contribute to an increase in value, especially if the 
development is implemented in such a way that it makes positive impacts on the area. 
 
79C (1)(c) Suitability of the site for the development. 
Land use in the vicinity is predominantly residential, but there are also two commercial uses 
nearby that are tourism related. 
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The 1970 Model Provisions contain a definition for "home industry" which involves a building 
with a floor space less than 300 square feet (27.87 square metres). Home industry style 
commercial uses warrant consideration if they are unlikely to have significant impacts on the 
amenity of an area. This proposal involves a shed with an area of 126 square metres (1,356 
square feet), which is more than four times larger than the scale defined for a home industry. 
From a planning perspective commercial development with a significant footprint should be 
restricted to areas where industrial or commercial land uses are dominant. 
 
Ultimately, approving a land use which involves a large commercial mechanical workshop 
within an area that is predominantly residential in character is regarded as inappropriate. The 
shade sales are not likely to significantly interfere with the amenity of the area.  
 
79C (1)(d) Submissions made in accordance with the Act or the regulations. 
Not applicable.  Under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 the proposal is 
local development with no opportunity for submissions under the act or regulations. 
 
79C (1)(e) The public interest. 
One objection was submitted from an adjoining owner whose main concerns are about 
possible noise from the commercial mechanical workshop and possible de-valuation of their 
property, and other properties in the vicinity of the development.  
 
The following matters must also be considered by Council in accordance with the respective 
clauses of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 when making a 
decision on any Development Application. 
92(1)(a) Coastal areas - Not Applicable. 
92(1)(b) Demolition - Not applicable, no demolition work is proposed. 
93 Fire safety and other considerations - Fire schedule attached to conditions of consent. 
94 Consent authority may require buildings to be upgraded - Not applicable. 
94A Fire safety and other considerations applying to temporary structures - Not applicable. 
95 Deferred commencement consent - Not applicable. 
97A Fulfilment of BASIX commitments - Not applicable. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The proposed workshop is permissible with development consent in the 2. Village or Township 
zone.  
 
To assess the merits of the application I have considered a range of issues including: 
* Matters raised in the objection 
* Existing land use patterns in the locality 
* The scale and nature of the development within the meaning of a “Home Industry” 
* Potential positive and negative impacts that could reasonably be expected to arise from the 
proposal and 
* The potential for mitigation measures that can be used to reduce potential adverse impacts 
(i.e. limited working hours). 
* Walgett Shire Council's previous decision regarding the use of a shed on this site for 
commercial mechanical repairs. 
 
In the above context I formed the opinion that it would be unreasonable to refuse approval for 
the shade structure component of the application. I am also of the opinion that the commercial 
mechanical workshop component of the application should be refused on the grounds that the 
development: 
* Would be out of character with the dominant residential land use in the vicinity. 
* Is too large for the context of the site and hence could have adverse impacts on the amenity 
of the area.  
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* Would be more appropriate in an area that is predominantly commercial or industrial in 
character. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
DA 2008030 file 
Interim Development Order No 1 - Shire of Walgett, 1968 
Model Provisions 1979 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Applicant, objector, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve: 
 
1.  To refuse the commercial mechanical workshop component of the 

Development Application 2008030 in the name of Lawrie Cree on Lot 16 section 
21 in DP 758612 because the development: 

 
 (a)  Would be out of character with the dominant residential land use in the  

vicinity. 
 (b)  Is too large for the context of the site and hence could have adverse 

impacts on the amenity of the area. 
 (c)  Would be more appropriate in an area that is predominantly commercial or 

industrial in character. 
 
2.  To approve the shade structure component of the Development Application 

2008030 in the name of Lawrie Cree on Lot 16 Section 21 in DP 758612 subject 
to the conditions of development consent as set out below. 
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END 
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ATTACHMENT No 1 
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23. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT 
CERTIFICATE APPLICATIONS  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   007/02/04/55 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and 
Complying Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by 
the Director Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during February 2009. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications. 

 
Stakeholders: 

 
Public and applicants. 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Note the Development and Complying Development Certificate applications 

dealt with under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory 
Services and General Manager during February 2009. 
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Attachment – Report on DAs and CDCs issued February 2009 
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24. LOCAL ORDERS POLICY  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   275/06/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
The existing Walgett Shire Council Local Orders Policy will expire soon and this report 
recommends that Council commence the process required to re-establish the policy. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
A Local Orders Policy (LOP) is a statutory policy established under Chapter 7 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 (LGA) which supplements the Act and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005.  The LOP specifies the criteria which the Council must take into consideration 
when determining whether or not to give an order under Section 124 of the LGA. 
 
The current LOP was adopted by Walgett Shire Council on 19 October 2006.  It will expire on 
18 September 2009, which is 12 months after the declaration of the poll for the 2008 Council 
election (in accordance with Section 165(4) of the LGA). 
 
It is proposed that Council follow the processes required to establish a LOP, as detailed below: 
 

1. The local council must give public notice of a draft LOP after it has been prepared (LGA 
S.160(1)). 

2. The LOP must be placed on public exhibition for not less than 28 days (LGA S.160(2)). 
3. The public notice must also specify a period of not less than 42 days during which the 

public can make submissions to the council (LGA S.160(3)). 
4. After considering all submissions received, the Council may decide to amend, adopt 

without amendment, or not to adopt the LOP (LGA S.161(1)). 
5. If the amendments are not substantial in the Council‟s opinion, then it may adopt the 

amended LOP without further public exhibition (LGA S.161(2)). 
6. If the amendments are substantial, then the LOP must be publicly exhibited once more 

in accordance with the LGA, as described above (LGA S.161(2)). 
7. The council must give public notice of the adoption of a LOP (LGA S.166)). 

 
A draft LOP has been prepared in accordance with the Draft Local Orders Policy Practice Note, 
published by the Department of Local Government in July 1996.  The current LOP was 
amended slightly to develop the draft LOP which is attached to this report. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 

 Local Government Act 1993 – particularly Chapter 7. 

 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

 Draft Local Orders Policy Practice Note, published by the Department of Local 
Government, July 1996. 

 Council file number 275/06/00/00. 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Walgett Shire Council and the public. 

 
Financial Implications: 

 
Nil. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note and endorse the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Orders Policy. 
 
2. Notify the public of the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Orders Policy through 

the Lightning Ridge News and the Walgett Spectator. 
 
3. Place the draft Walgett Shire Council Local Orders Policy on public exhibition 

and invite written submissions on the draft policy in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
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Attachment – Draft Walgett Shire Council Local Orders Policy 
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25. ENFORCEMENT POLICY  

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin - Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   275/06/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 

 
This report recommends that Walgett Shire Council adopt a revised enforcement policy. 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 

 
In recognition of the regulatory responsibilities of all Councils, the NSW Ombudsman in June 
2002 published “Enforcement Guidelines for Councils” which included a model enforcement 
policy. 
 
An Enforcement Policy reflects the need for the decision making processes of Council‟s 
authorised officers to be carried out in a transparent, efficient, fair and consistent manner while 
having regard to all the circumstances in each case. 
 
In 2007 Walgett Shire Council adopted an Enforcement Policy which was based on the NSW 
Ombudsman‟s guidelines.  A slightly revised version of that policy has been attached to this 
report and it is recommended that Walgett Shire Council note and adopt the revised version of 
the policy. 
 
The most significant changes from the previous version of the policy are: 

 

 Section 7 – Application:- deletion of “regulation of parking”.  Council staff are not 
involved in the regulation of parking within the Shire. 

 Section 12 – Confidentiality:- The previous version of the policy indicated that any 
person who has made a complaint would be consulted before any decision was 
made to disclose a complainant‟s identity.  The revised version gives no 
commitment for such consultation.  It indicates that: 

A complainant’s identity may be disclosed where: 

o the person consents in writing to the disclosure of that information; or 

o the principles of natural justice dictate that information be disclosed to the 

person who is the subject of the complaint, which may enable the complainant to 

be identified; or 

o the Council is of the opinion that disclosure of the identifying information is 

necessary to investigate the matter effectively 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 

 

 Walgett Shire Council Enforcement Policy, as endorsed by the General Manager on the 9th 
July 2007. 

 Enforcement Guidelines for Councils published by the NSW Ombudsman in June 2002. 
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Stakeholders: 

 
Public and Council staff. 

 
Financial Implications: 

 

Nil. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1.  Adopt the revised “Walgett Shire Council Enforcement Policy”. 
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ATTACHMENT – Draft revised Walgett Shire Council Enforcement Policy 
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26. WALGETT LANDFILL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde - Director of Urban Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   185/02/11/00 

 

 

Summary 
 
Schedule 1 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 sets out the solid waste 
(land filling) activities, including waste resource recovery schemes that require licensing. These 
activities are either premises-based or non-premises based and are usually carried out by 
mobile plant and the transportation of waste. Threshold limits under each category of waste are 
also included in the Schedule which identify the volume of waste being stored, processed or 
received over a certain timeframe. 
 
The Walgett Landfill sits within the flood plain area. This circumstance is quite tolerated and 
accepted for quite a long time but when waste disposal seemingly start exceeding 5,600 tons a 
year in 2006, threshold limits of processing and storing waste triggered EPA to require Council 
to apply for a license. In early 2007, the Walgett Shire Council obtained approval to operate the 
landfill with applied conditions.  

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
A registered landfill operates differently in several ways from a smaller and unregistered 
landfill.  Aside from periodical monitoring of water tables by way of bore sampling and testing, 
owners of a registered landfill should submit a Landfill Environmental Management Plan 
(LEMP) as part of the applied conditions. Since Walgett Landfill operating license was 
approved in 2007, no plan was developed and submitted prompting EPA to issue stern 
warnings to Council. It is expected that Council will be penalised this year should it fail to 
provide this plan before the end of 2009 financial year. 
 
The Walgett Landfill Environmental Management Plan (WLEMP).  Council promised EPA that 
this plan will be submitted by late January 2009. On 29 January 2009, an initial copy was sent 
to EPA for information. No comments are received until this date and Council will wait for at 
least three months prior to amending this plan if it so requires.  
 
Special features of WLEMP. Two main features of the plan are discussed in this plan: 

 
1. Action Plan. Section 4: Action Plan (pages 2, 3, 4 & 5 of this report) details 

actions to implement elements of WLEMP.  
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LEMP Clause 
Reference 

Description Action Date/Frequency Database 

3.1.1 Leachate barrier system Develop Construction QA Program 
Investigate location of new cell 
Survey work for drainage design of new Cell. 
Test soils for suitability as cell liner 
Design cell 

31/12/2009 
31/12/2009 
31/3/2009 
30/6/2009 
31/3/2010 

Hydro geological report April 2007 

3.1.2 Leachate collection system Construction QA Program 

Design drainage pipeline and dam  

Develop Operational manual and staff 
training 

Testing of effluent before use as irrigation 

 

31/3/2009 

WLEMP 

EPA guidelines solid waste landfills 

3.1.3 Surface water controls Design flow paths 

Maintain flow paths through staff training and 

Site records. 

Construct and design dam 

31/3/2009 

 

Quarterly 

31/12/2009 

WLEMP 

Walgett landfill contract 

3.1.4 Groundwater monitoring 
network 

Implement existing Hydro geological report 

Alter network depending on results 

LEMP 3 year 
review 

Hydro geological report April 2007 

3.1.5 Groundwater monitoring 
program 

Implement license condition quarterly Hydro geological report April 2007 

3.1.5 Groundwater assessment 
program 

Implement notification procedures to EPA if 
contaminants exceed allowable limits 

 EPA Environmental license 
No.12466 

3.1.6 

3.17 

Surface water monitoring and 
Leachate monitoring program 

Link procedures to groundwater monitoring 
program 

quarterly Hydro geological 

Report April 2007 

3.1.8 Water contamination 
remediation plan 

Implement EPA requirements if necessary 

Guidelines solid waste landfills 1996  

As required Guidelines solid waste landfills 
1996 
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LEMP Clause 
Reference 

Description Action Date/Frequency Database 

3.1.10 Fire Prevention Requirements contained in LEMP and landfill 

Contract to be checked as part of contract 
administration 

quarterly WLEMP 

Landfill contract 

EPA guidelines solid waste  

3.1.14 Screening of wastes received Signs, inspection, screen out hazardous 
waste, 

Keep records, inform EPA if necessary, 
Contractor to inspect waste as it is unloaded 

Staff to be trained 

Continual 

 

 

31/3/2009 

WLEMP 

EPA guidelines solid waste landfills 

Walgett landfill contract 

Contractor staff training plan 

3.1.14 Measurement of Quantities 
of Waste received 

Surveyors report every 12 months 
commissioned by Council  

Annual 31/12/2009 Engineering plan 

3.1.14 Recording quantities, types 
and Sources of waste 

Forms provided to contractor, monthly reports 
to EPA 

Confirmation of totals by monthly survey. 

monthly Walgett landfill contract 

Standard forms 

EPA guidelines 

3.1.15 Compaction of Waste Periodic compaction tests as part of contract  

Supervision  

annually Walgett landfill contract. 

EPA guidelines solid waste landfills 

3.1.16 Recycling Supervise existing recycling by contractor 

Develop new recycling enterprises through 

Partnering.  

Quantity and type to be recorded 

Half yearly 

 

30/6/2010 

EPA License 

WLEMP 

Walgett landfill contract 

EPA guidelines 

3.1.18 Filling Plan/Contours Contractor updates filling plan section of 
LEMP for finished and new cells.  

Details of hazardous Waste burial areas 
plotted by registered surveyor 

As required 

 

 

Annually 

 

WLEMP 

Hydro geological report April 2007 
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LEMP Clause 
Reference 

Description Action Date/Frequency Database 

3.1.19 Site capping and re-
vegetation  

30 days after completion of cell Within 30 days of 
cell completion 

WLEMP 

Walgett landfill contract 

EPA guidelines 

3.1.21 Security of site Fences to be checked by Council periodically quarterly Walgett landfill contract 

WLEMP 

3.1.22 Litter control Periodic inspection of contract by Council monthly WLEMP 

Walgett landfill contract 

EPA guidelines 

3.1.23 Cleaning of vehicles Periodic inspection by Council monthly WLEMP 

Walgett landfill contract 

EPA guidelines 

3.1.24 Covering of waste Daily covering 150mm thick, Intermediate 

Cover after 90 days 300mm thick 

Periodic checking by Council 

 WLEMP 

Walgett landfill contract 

EPA guidelines 

3.1.25 Dust Controls Periodic inspection by Council monthly WLEMP 

Walgett landfill contract 

EPA guidelines 

3.1.26 Pest vermin and noxious 
Weed controls 

Periodic inspection by Council. Annual weed 
spraying by Council.  

Contract, LEMP, EPA guidelines, staff  

Training manual 

Council annual 
spraying program 

Contractor staff training manual 

Walgett landfill contract 

3.1.27 Odour control Periodic inspection of contractor and odour  annually Complaint book 

Walgett landfill contract. 

EPA guidelines 
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LEMP Clause 
Reference 

Description Action Date/Frequency Database 

3.1.28 Noise control Periodic inspection of noise conditions onsite, 

Noise testing if necessary. 

Quarterly or 

Upon request 

EPA guidelines 

WLEMP 

3.1.29 Fire- fighting capacity Periodic check of Contractors compliance  

with Contract. 

Quarterly Contractor staff training manual 

WLEMP 

EPA guidelines 

Walgett Landfill contract 

3.1.30 Staffing and training 
requirements 

Contractor to supply staff training plan, details 
of Staffing levels, staff qualifications.  

31/3/2009 Staff training manual 

WLEMP 

EPA guidelines 

Walgett landfill contract 
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2. Periodic Review.  The Walgett Landfill Environmental Management Plan (WLEMP) is subject for every three (3) years review. 

Review details are described below: 

Review of Site records Management Plan Details Action taken in LEMP review 

Updated EPA requirements 
and any new legislation 

Section 1- Preliminary 1.4 -    Legislative requirements Update Management Plan. 

Review EPA requirements 1.3 -    Landfill objectives 

           Community Concerns 

New techniques in recycling. Section 2 - Landfill structure 
and operations review 

2.2 -    Waste type and quantity Update Management Plan. 

Review existing operations and adopt new 
technology and industry initiatives 

2.2.1 - Residential recycling options 

2.2.3 - Green waste recycling 

2.2.4  -Landfill life span 

2.2.5  -Review existing 5 year contract 
performance 

2.2.6  -Review weighbridge option 

Review of monitoring and 
recording in line with 
recorded information 

Section 3 - Environmental 
Issues and goals in land filling 

Leachate Update Management Plan 

Review work methods for landfill operation, 
monitoring and reporting. 

Introduce new management techniques 

groundwater 

Surface water 

Gas emission  

Air quality,dust, mud, litter, noise, odour, 
vermin, birds, weeds etc 

Site closure 

Quality Assurance 

Staffing and training 
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Conclusion 
 
Although Council seemingly satisfied its EPA obligation at this point in time, there still remains 
some sub-activities yet to be develop under the plan. These sub-activities are: 

 
1. Waste Minimisation/Recovery (recycling, recovery) 
2. Leachate Minimisation and Prevention  
3. Litter, Pest/Vermin, Odour, Noise, Noxious Weed and Dust Control  
4. Partnership Program with Contractors (next generation of waste contract) 
5. Rubbish Collection  
6. Hazardous Waste  
7. Trade Waste (liquid)  
8. Landfill asset up-grades 
9. End-Closure  
10. Development of new landfill site 

 
These sub-activities will need supplemental human resources and not only to Walgett Landfill 
but to other active landfill operations in the future. A Long-term Financial Planning is currently 
being prepared for these operations. 

 
Relevant Documents: 
 

1. Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (POEO Act) 
2. Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2001 (WARR Act) 
3. Protection of the Environment Operations (Waste) Regulation 2005 
4. NSW Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2007 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
EPA 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
An increase in financial operational expenditure is expected over the years due to this activity‟s 
continual monitoring of new and added works, landfill up-grades, reporting, initiation of waste 
minimisation and recovery works, contractor‟s engagement and staff training.  
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Recommendations 
 
1. That Council approves implementing this Plan effective 30 March 2009. 
 
2. That Council approves incorporation of this Plan to Walgett Landfill Operational 

Contract with Yeoman Contractors. 
 
3. That Council approves incorporation of this Plan to yet to be developed Solid 

Waste Management Plan. 
 
4. That Council approves an annual increase in Walgett Landfill Operating 

Expenditure Bore Monitoring for 5 years as shown below: 
 
 a. 2009 – 2010 budget  = $ 50,000 
 b. 2010 – 2011 budget  = $ 52,500 
 c. 2011 – 2012 budget  = $ 55,125 
 d. 2012 – 2013 budget =  $ 57,882 
 e. 2013 – 2014 budget =  $ 60,776  
 

  
 
Attachments 
 
Landfill Environmental Management Plan (Under Seperate Cover) 
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27. AIRPORT DRUG AND ALCOHOL MANAGEMENT PLAN  

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde - Director of Urban Engineering Services 

FILE NUMBER:   175/05/00/00 

 

 

Summary 
 
In May 2006 the then Minister for the Department of Transport and Regional Services 
(DOTARS) accepted the Review into Safety Benefits of Introducing Drug and Alcohol Testing 
for Safety Sensitive Personnel in the Aviation Sector and instructed DOTARS and the Civil 
Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) to develop enabling legislation. 
 
A discussion group of several government and industry representatives was 
established to identify, inquire, and recommend the most effective preventative 
arrangements in dealing with perceived drug and alcohol problems in the aviation 
industry. This group was made of representatives from airports, airlines, charter 
operators, flying training organizations, CASA and Air Services Australia (AA). 

 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
             
The Final Rule. Once the discussion group concluded the initial consultations, a project team 
was established to finally discuss implementation and scope issues. Nominations for team 
leaders were sought using the standard SCC process to ensure that desired project outcomes 
are met satisfactorily.   
 
The project team conducted thirty four education, awareness and consultation workshops at 19 
focused locations. Suggested feedback was invited on the following aspects of the proposal to 
finally develop into enabling legislation: 

 
1. What personnel undertake safety-sensitive aviation activities? 
2. What will the permitted limits for drugs and alcohol be, and what drugs  
 will be tested for by CASA and Industry? 
3. What types of testing will be conducted by CASA? 
4. What offences will be created for personnel to whom the drug and  alcohol 
requirements apply?  
5. Which Organisations will be required to have a Drug and Alcohol  Management? 

 
CASA received good quality of comments on the above. In deciding on the final outcome on 
such comments and issues, priority has been given to the safety requirements for the safety of 
air navigation. The project team then consolidated its findings on the expansion of Civil Aviation 
Safety Regulations (CSAR) Part 99 Drug and Alcohol Management Plans and Testing. 

  
The Verdict. On 17 July 2007, a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) 0703SS was 
published and proposed the making of Civil Aviation Safety Regulations (CSAR) Part 99 
covering Drug and Alcohol Management Plans and Testing. A month later, the Aviation 
Legislation Amendment (2007 Measures No. 1) Bill 2007 was passed providing a clear authority 
for the Drug and Alcohol Management Plans and Testing regulations.  
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On 23 September 2008, the Legislative Instrument CASA AOD 2008/1 – Drug and Alcohol 
Testing was registered listing the testable drugs for the purposes of mandatory rules under Part 
IV of the Civil Aviation Act 1998.   
 
Development of Drug and Alcohol Management Plan (DAMP).  About 1,600 organisations 
and around 67,000 of the total 120,000 personnel performing Safety Sensitive Aviation Activities 
(SSAA) in the industry are covered by a DAMP requirement. These organizations are required 
to develop and fully implement this plan by 23 March 2009. Walgett Shire Council is currently 
operating one fully performing and three other smaller aerodromes and is therefore required to 
develop this plan. 
 
Walgett Shire Council’s ADAMP Plan. CASR Part 99 Sub-part B provides materials in 
developing and implementing a Drug and Alcohol Management Plan (DAMP). Based on this 
guidance material, Council‟s Airport Drug and Alcohol Management Plan (Doc. No. WSCU – 
DAMP) was developed.  
 
The Council‟s ADAMP applies to all Safety-Sensitive Aviation Activity (SSAA) employees of the 
Walgett Shire Council and states each category of Council‟s SSAA employees covered by the 
plan. The plan has three essential components as shown below:   
 

Component A: Drug and Alcohol Education Program. This is a program where all 
Council‟s SSAA employees are required to attend a drug and alcohol education 
program. Council‟s SSAA positions are: 
 
 Name   WSC Position   ADAMP Position 
  
 Siegfredo Coralde Director    ADAMP Contact 
    Urban Infrastructure   Officer (Primary) 
    Services 
 Roy White   Technical Officer   ADAMP Contact   
    Urban Infrastructure   Officer (Secondary) 
    Services     
     
 David Callander O H & S Officer  ADAMP Contact Officer  
        Officer (Secondary) 
  

  Garry Molloy  Team Leader   ADAMP Supervisor 
     Walgett 
 
  Wayne Holden Team Leader   ADAMP Supervisor 
     Lightning Ridge 
 
  Scott Lillebridge Caretaker   ADAMP Supervisor 
     Burren Junction 
 
  Barry Murray  Team Leader    ADAMP Supervisor 
     Collarenebri 

 
Component B: Drug and Alcohol Testing Program. SSAA employees under this 
program may be subject to drug testing and CASA can conduct random drug and 
alcohol testing. Substances that will be included in testing are alcohol, opiates, 
cannabinoids, cocaine and amphetamines. Tests are defined as follows: 
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 breath testing for alcohol  

 oral fluid testing for drugs  

 urine testing for drugs  
 
Component C: Drug and Alcohol Response Program. This program is  designed for 
SSAA employees in gauging their performance to carry-out the duties with proper 
assessment procedures.  
 
Component D: Referral Program. This program encourages SSAA employees to 
recognize problematic use of substances and to obtain the assistance they need from 
the Council‟s Employee Assistance Program (EAP) in form of counselling or other 
treatment methods as prescribed under the rehabilitation program.  

 

Above programs are discussed in detail (pages 17 to 21) of the ADAMP.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Walgett Shire Council completed its Drug and Alcohol Management Plan and is ready for 
submission to the Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA). This Plan is not only satisfying the 
Aviation Legislation Amendment (2007 Measures No. 1) Bill 2007 but also Council‟s Drug and 
Alcohol Policy requirements in some form.  
 
The general outlook of this plan is based on Council‟s future Quality Assurance System (ISO 
14001:2004) yet to be developed in the future.  

 
Relevant Documents: 
 

5. Civil Aviation Safety Regulations (CSAR) Part 99 
6. Annex A – CSAR Part 99 : Drug and Alcohol Management Plans and Testing and 

Instrument Number CASA xx/08 – Drug and Alcohol Testing  by CASA 
7. Annex B – Consolidated Summary of Comments/Responses Received, CASA‟s 

Response and Disposition Actions to: NPRM 0703SS –  Drug and Alcohol Testing 
Programme for the Aviation Industry –  Proposed CASR Part 99 

8. Annex C – Guidance Material for CASR Part 99 Subpart B – Developing and  
Implementing a Drug and Alcohol Management Program (DAMP) and Guidance Material 
for CASR Part 99 Subpart C – Drug and  Alcohol  Testing for CASA 

9. Drug and Alcohol Policy - Walgett Shire Council 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Civil Aviation Safety Authority 

 
Financial Implications: 
 
An increase in financial operational expenditure is expected over the years due to this activity‟s 
continual monitoring, drug testing, reporting, engagement of medical expert providers and staff 
training (Refer to Section 6: ACTION PLAN of ADAMP).  
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Recommendations 
 
1. That Council approves implementing this Plan effective 30 March 2009. 
 
2. That Council endorse this Plan for submission to CASA.  
 
3. That Council approves training of new ADAMP Supervisors and SSAA 

employees beginning April 2009. 
 
4. That Council approves an increase in its Aerodrome Operating Expenditure as 

shown: 
 
 a. 2009 – 2010 budget  = $10,000 
 b. 2010 – 2011 budget  = $  7,000 
 c. 2010 – 2012 budget  = $11,000 
 d. 2011 – 2013 budget  = $  7,700 
 

 
 
Attachments 
Drug and Alcohol Management Plan (DAMP) 
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28. TENDERS - TSPT20809WAL SUPPLY & DELIVERY OF 
PAVEMENT STABILISATION SERVICES 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   230/00/08/09 

 

 
Summary: 
 
Tenders calling for standing offers for supply and delivery of pavement stabilisation services 
have been advertised in accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation.  This 
report recommends that Council accept all conforming tenders submitted. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Tenders were called requesting standing offers for supply and delivery of pavement stabilisation 
services.  These were called by Hunter Councils (Regional Procurement Initiative) on behalf of 
Council. 
Tenders were assessed in accordance with the offer documents using the following criteria: 
 
Price 
Availability 
Referees 
Insurances 
Fleet Information 
 
The offer documents include performance specifications and require the contractor to provide 
various insurances to mitigate public liability and worker death and injury risks associated with 
this class of work.  Engagement is based on a Purchase Order Contract and Hunter Councils 
General Conditions of Contract. 
 
As the expenditure over a 12 month period on an individual project may exceed the tender 
threshold of $150,000, it is recommended that Council formally accept all conforming offers as 
follows: 
Stabilco Pty Ltd 
Downer EDI Works Pty Ltd 
Stabilised Pavements of Australia Pty Ltd 
 
The following offers have been assessed as nonconforming and therefore it is not 
recommended to accept these tenders: 
 
Gilgandra Shire Council 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Evaluation Report Tender TSPT20809WAL 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
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Financial Implications: 
 
Costs associated with the engagement of contractors are included in the expenditure of the 
relevant Council service delivery area in the Management Plan. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council accept tenders from the following businesses for TSPT20809WAL 

Supply & Delivery of Pavement Stabilisation Services - 
 
 * Stabilco Pty Ltd 
 * Downer EDI Works Pty Ltd 
 * Stabilised Pavements of Australia Pty Ltd 
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29. ROADS & TRAFFIC AUTHORITY - DELEGATION TO COUNCILS 

REPORTING SECTION: Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   780/90/10/04 

 

 
Summary: 
 
The Roads and Traffic Authority of NSW (RTA) released a new delegation to Councils on 23 
February 2009 for the regulation of traffic.  It replaces the existing delegation and covers various 
activities under the Roads Act 1993, Road Transport (Safety & Traffic Management) Act 1999, 
and Road Transport (Safety & Traffic Management) Regulation 1999 and has immediate effect. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Roads and Traffic Authority of NSW (RTA) released a new delegation to Councils on 23 
February 2009 for the regulation of traffic.  It replaces the existing delegation and covers various 
activities under the Roads Act 1993, Road Transport (Safety & Traffic Management) Act 1999, 
and Road Transport (Safety & Traffic Management) Regulation 1999 and has immediate effect. 
 
It should be noted that the major changes to the document are: 
 
1) A broadening of the roads covered by the Delegation to include all Regional Roads. This 
means that Councils through the Local Traffic Committee process can now authorise signs on 
classified Regional Roads. State Roads remain the responsibility of the RTA. 
 
2) A change to the reference source for determining which signs can be authorised by Councils 
under the Delegation. The Delegation now refers to the RTA's Traffic Signs Database located on 
its website rather than the Regulatory Signs document. 
 
3) A new limitation that restricts Councils from authorising new permissive parking, No Stopping 
or No Parking signs within 1km of certain nominated train stations, with current unrestricted 
parking, without the approval of the RTA. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Roads and Traffic Authority Delegation to Councils Regulation of Traffic, 23 February 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the new Roads and Traffic Authority Delegation to Councils 

Regulation of Traffic dated 23 February 2009. 
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30.  COUNCIL GRID POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   175/04/00/00 

 

 
Summary: 
 
It was resolved at Council's February 2009 General Meeting that Council's Road Grid Policy be 
reviewed at the March General Meeting.  This report provides Council's Policy for Gates and 
Grids on Public Roads and the referenced (draft) Procedure for Gates and Grids on Public 
Roads for information. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
It was resolved at Council's February 2009 General Meeting that Council's Road Grid Policy be 
reviewed at the March General Meeting.  This report provides Council's Policy for Gates and 
Grids on Public Roads and the referenced (draft) Procedure for Gates and Grids on Public 
Roads for information. 
 
Council's Policy outlines the strategic objectives that Council has resolved to achieve. 
 
Council's Procedure is the process which staff use to implement the Policy. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
AFM - Gates and Grids on Public Roads Policy 
AFM - Gates and Grids on Public Roads Procedure 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Implementation of this Policy and Procedures is dependent upon sufficient funding in its annual 
budgets for each class of road. 
 

Recommendations: 
 
1. That Council confirm it Policy AFM - Gates and Grids on Public roads and note 

the Gates and Grids on Public Roads Procedures. 
 

 
 
Attachments: 
 
AFM - Gates and Grids on Public Roads Policy 
AFM - Gates and Grids on Public Roads Procedure 
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