
 
 

 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Thursday 27th October 2022 
  

 

 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Ordinary Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held 
on 27 October 2022 commencing at 11:00am to discuss the items listed in the 
Agenda. 
 
 
 
Please Note: The Council Meetings are recorded  
 
 
 
 

 

Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 27 OCTOBER 2022 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

2 
 

 
CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

 
What is a “Conflict of Interests” – A conflict of interests can be two types: 
Pecuniary – an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable 
financial gain or loss to the person or another person with whom the person is associated. 
Non-Pecuniary – a private or personal interest that a Council official has that does not amount to a pecuniary interest as 
defined in the Local government Act (eg. A friendship, membership of an association, society or trade union or involvement 
or interest in an activity and may include an interest of a financial nature.) 
Remoteness  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not 
reasonably be regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest 
is of a kind specified in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? – A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest 
of:  

 The person, or 

 Another person with whom the person is associated (see below) 
Relatives, Partners 
A person is taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter if: 

 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person has a pecuniary interest in the matter, or 

 The person, or a nominee, partners or employer of the person, is a member of a company or other body that 
has a pecuniary interest in the matter 

N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
(a)  the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person 

or of the person’s spouse. 
(b)  the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a)  
No Interest in the Matter 
However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 

 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative or company 
of other body, or 

 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, the Council 

 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter provided that the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the company 
or body. 

Disclosure and participation in meetings 

 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 
Council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being 
considered must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) At any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to the matter. 

No Knowledge – A person does not breach this Clause if the person did not know and could not reasonably be expected 
to have known that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a pecuniary 
interest. 
Non-Pecuniary Interest – Must be disclosed in meetings. 
There are a broad range of options available for managing conflicts & the option chosen will depend on an assessment 
of the circumstances of the matter, the nature of the interest and the significance of the issue being dealt with. Non-
Pecuniary conflicts of interest must be dealt with in at least one of the following ways: 

 It may be appropriate that no action be taken where the potential for conflict is minimal. However,  
Councillors should consider providing an explanation of why they consider a conflict does not exist. 

 Limit involvement if practical (eg. Participate in discussion but not in decision making or vice versa). Care needs 
to be taken when exercising this option. 

 Remove the source of the conflict (eg. Relinquishing or divesting the personal interest that creates the conflict)  

 Have no involvement by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate or voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in S451 of the Local Government Act apply (particularly if you have a significant non-pecuniary 
interest) 

Disclosure to be Recorded (S453 Act) 
A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council Committee or Sub- 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  

~~~o0o~~~ 
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Local Government Act 1993 

Chapter 3 section 8A 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR COUNCILS 

 

(1) Exercise of functions generally 
The following general principles apply to the exercise of functions by councils: 
 
(a)  Councils should provide strong and effective representation, leadership, planning and 
decision-making. 
(b)  Councils should carry out functions in a way that provides the best possible value for 
residents and ratepayers. 
(c)  Councils should plan strategically, using the integrated planning and reporting framework, 
for the provision of effective and efficient services and regulation to meet the diverse needs of 
the local community. 
(d)  Councils should apply the integrated planning and reporting framework in carrying out 
their functions so as to achieve desired outcomes and continuous improvements. 
(e)  Councils should work co-operatively with other councils and the State government to 
achieve desired outcomes for the local community. 
(f)  Councils should manage lands and other assets so that current and future local community 
needs can be met in an affordable way. 
(g)  Councils should work with others to secure appropriate services for local community 
needs. 
(h)  Councils should act fairly, ethically and without bias in the interests of the local community. 
(i)  Councils should be responsible employers and provide a consultative and supportive 
working environment for staff. 
  
(2) Decision-making 
The following principles apply to decision-making by councils (subject to any other applicable 
law): 
 
(a)  Councils should recognise diverse local community needs and interests. 
(b)  Councils should consider social justice principles. 
(c)  Councils should consider the long term and cumulative effects of actions on future 
generations. 
(d)  Councils should consider the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 
(e)  Council decision-making should be transparent and decision-makers are to be 
accountable for decisions and omissions. 
 
(3) Community participation 
Councils should actively engage with their local communities, through the use of the integrated 
planning and reporting framework and other measures. 
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PUBLIC FORUM PRESENTATIONS  
 

The Council may hold a public forum prior to each Ordinary Meeting of the Council for the 

purpose of hearing oral submissions from members of the public on items of business to be 

considered at the meeting (listed on the Agenda). 

 

Public forums may also be held prior to Extraordinary Council Meetings and meetings of 

committees of the Council. Public forums are to be chaired by the mayor or their nominee. 

 

The General Manager or their delegate may refuse to allow such material to be presented. 

A person may apply to speak on no more than 2 items of business on the agenda of the 

Council Meeting. 

 

The General Manager or their delegate may refuse an application to speak at a public forum. 

No more than three (3) speakers are to be permitted to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ each item of 

business on the agenda for the Council Meeting. If more than the permitted number of 

speakers apply to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ any item of business, the General Manager or their 

delegate may, in consultation with the mayor or the mayor’s nominated chairperson, increase 

the number of speakers permitted to speak on an item of business, where they are satisfied 

that it is necessary to do so to allow the council to hear a fuller range of views on the relevant 

item of business. 

 

Each speaker will be allowed five (5) minutes to address the Council. This time is to be strictly 

enforced by the Chairperson. The Chairperson of the meeting can grant one extension of up 

to a maximum of three (3) minutes, should further information, be considered to be important 

to the Council. This is solely at the discretion of the Chair. 

 

Speakers at public forums must not digress from their nominated item on the agenda. If a 

speaker digresses to irrelevant matters, the Chairperson is to direct the speaker not to do so. 

If a speaker fails to observe a direction from the chairperson, the speaker will not be further 

heard. 

 

A councillor (including the chairperson) may, through the chairperson, ask questions of a 

speaker following their address at a Public Forum. Questions put to a speaker must be direct, 

succinct and without argument. Debate will not be permitted by the speaker, Councillors or 

staff. Speakers are under no obligation to answer a question. Answers by the speaker, to each 

question are to be limited to three (3) minutes. Speakers at public forums cannot ask questions 

of the Council, Councillors or Council staff. 

 

The general manager or their nominee may, with the concurrence of the chairperson, address 

the council for up 5 minutes in response to an address to the council at a public forum after 

the address and any subsequent questions and answers have been finalised. 
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SPEAKER  

 

 
TOPIC 

 

Nil  Nil 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 

 
Proceedings of the meeting commenced at   am 

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 

 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I 
would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now 
reside within this Shire. 

 

3. ONE MINUTE SILENCE IN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE 

PASSING OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

 

I would also like us to take a moment to pause and reflect on the life of Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II, after her passing on September 8, 2022. 

The legacy of her 70 years of service as head of the Commonwealth, is one of strength, 

dutifulness and dedication. 

Let’s all please stand. 

----- ONE MINUTE SILENCE ACKNOWLEDGED ----- 

 

4. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the leave of absence received from ______________ is accepted and leave of 
absence granted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
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5. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY/NON PECUNIARY 

INTERESTS 

 
Councillors and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any 
matters listed before them. 
 
In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and 
conflicts of interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you. 
 
Councillors may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at 
any time during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a 
declaration. 
 
Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest. 
 

Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/Non-
Pecuniary 

Reason 

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 

 

6.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 27 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 27 September 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held 27 September 2022, having been 
circulated, be taken as read and confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings 
on the meeting. 
 
Moved:      
Seconded:   
  

 
Attachments: 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held 27 September 2022 
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6. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES/DELEGATES 

6.1 BARWON-DARLING CUSTOMER ADVISORY GROUP 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 14 JULY 2022 
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6.2 BORDER REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 12 AUGUST 2022 – DRAFT 
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6.3 LOCAL AREA TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING 

HELD 5 OCTOBER 2022 – DRAFT 
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7. MAYORAL MONTHLY REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION:  Office of Mayor 
AUTHOR:    Jane Keir OAM 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0155 

 
Summary: 
This report provides Council with information regarding the activities of the Mayor for the past 
month. 
 
Background: 
Not much to report this month but it has been eventful to date with floods across most of the 
eastern side of the Shire.  I have been isolated with the Comby community since 1st week in 
October 2022. 
 
It would be nice to see some blue sky & warm drying weather for a change as vast areas of 
crops in the Shire are water logged and now damaged. 
 
There were many cancelled events across the Shire including Collarenebri Races, Walgett Art 
Expo, Group CWA Conference at Wee Waa, Western Alliance of Councils Meeting at Bourke, 
Lets Dance Festival at Carinda and the Walgett District Garden Club Garden Walk & 
Luncheon.  
 
5.10.22 I attended the Traffic Committee meeting via video link at Council with Council’s 
General Manager and Councillor Greg Rummery.  Also in attendance were representatives 
from Roads & Traffic NSW & NSW Police.  Some of the Items discussed included the ongoing 
damage/deterioration of the Merrywinebone Road, the progress of the replacement of the 
‘Man on the Monument’, in Fox Street Walgett and the heavy vehicle Bypass for Walgett 
township. 
 
17.10.22 Attended Joint Organisation meeting via video link with Council’s General Manager 
and Mayors & GM’s of Cobar and Bourke. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Mayoral Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Mayoral report for October 2022 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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8. CORRESPONDENCE AND PETITIONS 
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9. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER  

9.1.1 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 

 
Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered 
at the previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all 
resolutions which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last 
meeting where items that have been completed are included.  Councillors are reminded that 
any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register has 
grown in size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always 
possible to resolve issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or 
Council’s own in-house resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register become3s the simple tool of keeping track of matters 
awaiting attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager 
prior to the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor 
issues more expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as 
practicably be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Council and Manex Team. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised 
with the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – September 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register for September 2022 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
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14.02.17 1/2017/15 Loan to Lightning Ridge Opal & Fossil Centre Inc. 
(a) That the Chief Financial Officers report be received. 
(b) That the Council provide a zero interest loan of $48,000 to the Lightning Ridge Opal 

and Fossil Centre Inc. for the purpose of completing a procurement plan, project 
management plan, risk management plan and asset management plan. 

(c) The loan be repaid over five (5) years as follows; 9/01/18 - $10,000, 9/1/2019 - 
$10,000, 9/1/20 - $10000, 9/1/21 - $10,000, 9/1/22 - $8,000. 

(d) That Walgett Shire Council and the Lightening Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre Inc. enter 
into a formal loan agreement and the General Manager be authorised to execute the 
loan agreement and the Council Seal be affixed to the loan document. 

(e) That a Council officer nominated by the General Manager (Chief Financial Officer) 
becomes a Board Member of the Lightning Ridge Opal and Fossil Centre to oversee 
Council’s financial interests. 

GM 30/05/22 Items (a) to (d) have been completed. 
GM to 

report to 
Council 

23.5.17 4/2017/34 

Lightning Ridge Bore Baths 
1. Council receive the CFO report 

2. 2. Council make provision of $100,000 in the 2017/18 budget for renewal of the 

Lightning Ridge Bore Bath between Nov 17 and April 18 

3. Recommendations of the structural assessment be implemented 

4. The General Manager arrange for a design and cost of the bore bath renewal and 

submit this to Council for consideration 

CFO 

27.6.17 Quotation for design & construction to be called in coming months. Work to be 
carried out during November 17 to March 18 
18.9.17 CFO in discussions with firm for engineers design 
18.10.17 CFO Issued purchase order for design of new tank 
22.11.17 Draft plan Received  -RFQ to be issued 
13.12.17 Waiting on new specifications & plan 
18.4.18 Project postponed until November 2018.   
18.4.18 RFQ to be issued and contractor engaged prior to October 2018 
17.4.19 RFT Underway for October March 19/20 
12.12.19 RFQ document under external review  
18.03.21 Options being investigated  
15.11.2021 GM to call tender for new pool when additional grant funds become 
available 

In progress 

26.09.17 9/2017/25 

That Council resolve to acquire Mr.and Mrs Raymond Pike’s land within which the current Council-
maintained section of O’Neils Road runs, then surrender the Council-Controlled section of corridor 
to Mr And Mrs Raymond Pike. 

DETS 

8.9.17 DETS hold talks with Mr Raymond Pike and his wife. They verbally agreed to 
the swap. 
5.11.17 Quotes received for cadastral survey  
30.03.18 Cadastral survey completed  
16.06.19 Work in Progress 
22.10.2019 Work in progress 
14.02.2020 Work in progress 
17.03.2020 Work in progress 
20.05.2020 work in progress 
9/6/2020 work in progress 
22/7/2020 work in progress 
16/9/2020 collected all the information required and the process in completion stage. 
21/10/2020 Council’s crown land manager is working on it. 
16/11/2020  “                                      “  
14/02/2022 GM to follow up as current status 
14.09.2022 Waiting on transfer of ownership 

In progress 

26.09.17 9/2017/26 

1.That Council resolves to authorise acquisition by compulsory process, of the Walgett Levee  
corridor through Lot 7024 DP1021106, Lot 7012 DP1021112, Lot 7301 DP1155276, Lot 7013 
DP1030416, Lot 7300 DP1155957, Lot 702 DP1051575, Lot 7001 DP1051908, Lot 3 DP1123824, 
Lot 703 DP1056310, Lot 7031 DP1055946 and Lot 7009 DP1055947. 
2. That Council resolves to make an application to the Minister to approve the compulsory 
acquisition process. 

DETS 

5.11.17 Quote received for cadastral survey  
10.1.18 Quote accepted  
16.08.18 Survey ongoing 
16.06.19 Work in progress 
9.09.2019  work in progress 
22.10.019 Work in progress 
14.02.2020 Work in progress 
17.03.2020 Received survey plan   
20.04.2020 Registration is in progress 
20.05.2020  work in progress 
9/6/2020 work in progress 
22/7/2020 work in progress 

Waiting on 
approval 

from crown 
lands 
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16/9/2020 work in hold  at this stage as the related staff  has other important  other 
commitments  
18.03.21 Crown Lands to authorise licence  

8.02.18 1/2018/2 

That Council:  
 
6. Investigate the re-establishment of precinct committees. 
7. Lobby the State Government to open Opal Prospecting Area (OPA) 4. 

GM 

19.03.18 ongoing  
17.06.2019 Crown Lands Commissioner visited LR in early June 2019 to complete 
report on various matters including road network management and future land zoning. 
23.10.19 – 5.community satisfaction survey agreed with Council within next 12months 
ie.by Oct 2020 
6.Work in progress – Collarenebri established under Economic Development  
7. No progress to date 
15/4/20 ratepayer survey to be undertaken July 2020 
16.09.20 Survey complete. Report to Oct 2020 meeting 
15.11.2021 The General Manager is participating in Minerals Environment and 
Geoscience community consultation process for opening up of OPA4. 
15.11.2021 The General Manager in the forthcoming year to investigate precinct 
committees. 
15.03.2022 Precinct committee to be established for Walgett & Burren Junction, at 
request of community. GM attended Walgett meeting. 
20.06.2022 Committee for Walgett in progress 
27.07.2022 Burren Junction Progress Committee and Walgett Community 
Development Committee have been formalised by Council on 26/07/22 (Minute 
reference 8/2022/6). Advertising for members to commence early August 2022. 

COMPLETE  

03.04.19 2/2019/23 

That Council determines to make minor amendments to the Draft Walgett Shire Rural Residential 
Strategy that reflect “Lightning Ridge Candidate Area B” is the most appropriate site based on 
community consultation and the limited number of potential lots (4 stated in the strategy) for 
“Lightning Ridge Candidate Area C”. 

DES 

Council has received funding from Department of Planning Industry and Environment 
to undertake completion of the planning proposal. Consultants Cityplan have 
commenced work on the project. 
Cityplan’s name has changed to “Gyde” 

 

 Gyde has received a draft servicing report from SMEC and are working 
through it with them; 

 The bridging report is under preparation with the intention of it being 
finalised shortly after the engineering issues are closed out; and  

 The bridging report will be provided to Council’s DES for review. Gyde will 
then amend the report as required. 

09/02/2022 – TEAMS meeting with Gyde Planning and DPIE representatives on Friday 
4/02/2022 to discuss recommendations of Bridging Report. 
15/02/2022 – Further technical analysis required by Gyde Planning. 
14.09.2022 Waiting on response from consultant 
10.10.2022 Director seeking to obtain support from DPE (formally DPIE). 

In progress 

17.12.19 12/2019/4 
Council investigate the options of highlighting Mr Frederick York Wolseley’s contribution towards the 
shearing industry in the form of a monument and associated historical information 

GM 
GM investigating tourist possibilities 
Rural Aid project 
11.07.2022 Signage wording underway 

In Progress 

28.04.20 3/2020/15 
That Council endorse Council Officers to advertise and write to owners of businesses that they 
believe require this Annual Fire Safety certificate, on the basis of the report to complete a tender for 
Council, but offsetting travel and accommodation costs for active community Business Owners 
whom wish to part of the process. 

DES 

Delayed pending appointment of new DES. 
15.11.2021 To be followed up by DES in early 2022.  
15.02.2022 – Consultation with business owners to commence in March ’22.  
19.04.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigate 
14.09.2022 Health & Building Surveyor to commence notifications 

Ongoing 

25/08/20 9/2020/19 

That Council note and accept the proposal to implement the 40 km/h speed zone in Walgett CBD in 
following sections of the roads: 
i. Fox street between Euroka Street and Warrena Street  
ii. Wee Waa Street between Peel Street and Pit Street 

DETS 

16.9.2020 discussed in Traffic Committee meeting held on 10th September 2020 and 
advised to send council resolution to all traffic committee members. 
21.10.2020 Engineering department in process  for community consultation 
16.11.2020 Community consultation is progress 
18.03.21 Funding being sought for signage  
20.06.2022 Submitting grant application July 2022 – Collarenebri, Lightning Ridge & 
Walgett 
14.09.2022 Grant application submitted. 

In progress 
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10.10.2022 Due to Local Traffic Committee recommendations to extend the proposed 
section – a new Community Consultation will need to take place. 

25/08/20 9/2020/23 1. Prepare a Planning Proposal to amend the Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013 by relocating 
“intensive plant agriculture” from Permitted with consent to Permitted without consent in the RU1 
Primary Production zone. 
2. Forward the planning proposal to NSW planning, industry & environment with a request for a 
gateway determination; 
3. Request delegation from the Minister to “make” the amendment to the Walgett Local 
Environmental Plan 2013; 
4. Give delegation to the General Manager to make any minor alterations as requested by NSW 
Planning, Industry & Environment; and 
5. Undertake the state agency and public consultation as per the requirements of the Gateway 
Determination and Schedule 1, Clause 4 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979, 
 

DES 

Work on this project is suspended due to high number of development applications 
and enquiries. 
15.02.2022 – No change 
14.09.2022 DES to apply for grant 

Planning 
consultant 
to progress 
actions for 
planning 
proposal 

15.12.20 15/2020/17 

That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
1. Conduct a trial of bin banks in the vicinity of the existing Landfills at Grawin and Sheepyard. 
2. Following the appointment of a casual Landfill Attendant site locations and number of bins be 
rolled out in a phased manner following a community consultation process. 

DES 

Negotiations with stakeholders has commenced. 
19.04.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigate 
18.05.2022 Acting Director Environmental Services to investigating relevant licenses 
for land at Glengarry and Grawin 
27.07.2022 DES has been in contact with land holder at proposed site and awaiting his 
return to discuss further. 
14.09.2022 Health and Building Surveyor to progress in October 2022 

Ongoing 

27.04.21 4/2021/15 

Council accepts the tender for the refurbishment of the grandstand at the Collarenebri Race Track 
from GLETAN GROUP in the sum of $360,495.11 excluding GST 

CFO 

22.07.21 Project underway 
15.11.21 Bar area 95% complete, main steel supports are in place, holes for 
foundations being prepared 
20.06.22 Gletan Group submitted a claim for extras which has been referred to the 
project manager at Barnson’s 
11.07.22 Gletan Group are continuing to drill holes for foundations and are anticipating 
a completion date of 12 August 2022 
14.09.2022 Health & Building Surveyor to inspect and sign off. 

In progress 

29.06.21 6/2021/3 

A. Council authorise the General Manager to further investigate the Walgett Aero Club proposal for 
an Avgas fuelling station at the Lightning Ridge Airport. 
B. The General Manager report back to Council on the outcome of investigations. 

GM 

15.11.2021 The General Manager has spoken to Committee members and is waiting 
on financial information. 
19.04.2022 GM to report to May 2022 meeting re tender option for provision of fuelling 
station. 
20.06.2022 Airport Manager preparing scope of works 
27.07.2022 Draft Scope of Works has been received and is in editing process 

In progress 

22.02.22 3/2022/22 b) That Council agree to sell both Lot 156 and Lot 157 DP 882747 Duff Street Walgett to Michael 
Hughes Transport for $85,000 (GST exclusive). 
c) A condition of sale being, the blocks are land locked and Council is not obligated to provide 
access via Duff Street, with connection to water/septic services, power, and Council’s half share of 
fencing, and removal of soiled fill, and relocation of the septic main to allow development be at the 
expense of Michael Hughes Transport. 
d) The General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the sale of documents and the 
Council’s Seal be affixed accordingly. 
 

GM 19.04.22 GM wrote to interested parties and has, so far, not received a response. 

Waiting on 
response 

from 
prospective 
purchasers 

30.05.22 6/2022/17 Construction Collarenebri Artesian Hot Spring 
(b) Enter into a contract with Lukas Building and Excavation for the construction of a 15m circular 
pool, associated amenities, park furniture, BBQ with shelter and seating, concrete paths, 
concourse and stormwater drainage, as per Quotation No. 264, at a price of $1,127,400 (ex GST), 
and the General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the contract and other relevant 
documents on behalf of Council 
(c) The Council Seal be affixed to the Contract. 
(d) Allocate $170,000 for the piping and pumping of water to and from the artesian hot spring pool. 
(e) Allocate $205,876 additional funding for the construction of the pool and amenities. 
 

GM/ 
CFO 

20.06.2022 Design in progress 
27.07.2022 GM waiting on design of circular pool and children’s pool 
22.08.2022 Design complete. Engineers design in progress 

In progress 
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28.06.22 7/2022/8 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
1. Council join with the Far North West Joint Organisation (FNWJO) and all member Councils in 
establishing a Shared Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) in accordance with section 
428B of the Local Government Act 19333 
2. Council delegate authority to the FNWJO to appoint the chair and 2 independent members to 
form the ARIC to serve the FNWJO and all 3 member Councils. 
4. Council adopt the Draft Terms of Reference developed for the operation of the ARIC, noting the 
initial revised term to cater for the shorter period to be served by the current Council and the fact 
that there is no current need for the Chair to be pre-qualified at this stage. 
6. Applications, as detailed in the Expression of Interest document, be called for by the placement 
of advertisements in the local papers circulating in each of the towns within the FNWJO area, 
together with the websites of each of the member Councils, to provide local residents the 
opportunity to apply to become a member of the shared committee, if they are suitably qualified 
and wish to apply. 

GM 
11.07.2022 Deputy Mayor is Council delegate to ARIC. FNWJO recruiting the chair 
and independent members. 

In progress 

26.07.22 8/2022/6 Section 355 Progress and Development Committees – Burren Junction Progress Committee and 
Walgett Community Development Committee: 
4. Council advertise, requesting interested community members nominate for membership to the 
abovementioned 355 committees of Council. GM 

27.07.2022 Advertising for committee members to commence August 2022 
14.09.2022 Advertising complete. Report to September 2022 Ordinary Meeting 
10.10.2022 Re-advertising of Walgett Community Development Committee 
commencing as there were not enough EOI’s received to form the committee.  Report 
to October 2022 Ordinary Meeting for Burren Junction Progress Committee 

In progress 

26.07.22 8/2022/7 Multi-Sport Community Facility Fund – Conversion of Jenny Wright Netball Courts to a Multi-Sport 
Complex: 
2. The General Manager be authorised to execute the grant funding agreement with the Office of 
Sport. 
3. Council approve a contribution of $500,000 toward the cost of the project and this be included in 
the September 2022 Quarterly Budget Review 

GM/ 
CFO 

22.08.2022 Waiting on funding deed 
11.10.2022 Executable Funding Agreement signed 

COMPLETE 

26.07.22 8/2022/19 Purchase of Property at Carinda: 
2. Council approves the purchase of 23 Colin St, Carinda; being described as Lot 2 DP309612 
having a purchase price of $15,000 
3. The General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the necessary documents to finalise 
the purchase. 
4. The property be classified as operational 

GM/ 
DES 

22.08.2022 Council’s solicitor has commenced purchase process In progress 

26.07.22 8/2022/21 Lightning Ridge Mega Park – “Everyone Can Play”: 
1. Council approves the purchase of Lot 102 DP11165265 from the Lightning Ridge Aboriginal 
Land Council, for a purchase price of $53,900. 
2. The “Everyone Can Play Park” be located on Lot 10 DP11165265 Harlequin St, Lightning 
Ridge. 
3. Council to pay all legal and Native Title costs associated with the transfer of the property. 
4. The General Manager and Mayor be authorised to execute the necessary documents to finalise 
the purchase. 
5. The property be classified as operational 
6. The Council Seal be affixed to these documents, as required 

GM 

22.08.2022 Council solicitor has commenced purchase process 
30.08.2022 Council notified at 30 August 2022 Ordinary Meeting that the purchase of 
land has fallen through and would not be possible 
14.09.2022 Meeting to be held on site @ Apex Park on 19.09.2022 

COMPLETE 
as 

superseded 
by 

Resolution 
11/2022/12 

30.08.22 10/2022/9 That application be made for the abovementioned projects in order of the amended ranking 1 to 7 
(Table1.0) and be submitted to the Stronger Country Communities Fund – Round 5 program 

GM 
14.09.2022 Grant application to be made 23.09.2022 
23.09.2022 Application lodged 

COMPLETE 
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30.08.22 10/2022/13  Annual Financial Statements 2021/2022 
1. The Draft Annual Financial Reports for 2021/2022 be referred to Council’s Auditor 
2. The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, General Manager and Chief Financial Officer be authorised to sign 
the necessary Financial Statements 
3. On receipt of the Audit Report, a copy be forwarded to the Office of Local Government and any 
other relevant statutory body 
4. Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to set the date at which the Auditor’s 
report and the Financial Statements be presented to the public 
5. The Finance Statements be reviewed / adopted by Council formally when completed, subject to 
Section 418 of the Local Government Act 1993 and its requirements 

CFO 
14.09.2022 Audit in progress 
14.10.2022 Audit complete. Waiting on AO Report. 

In progress 

30.08.22 10/2022/19 That Council note and authorise the funding applications for the Fixing Local Roads Program – 
Round 4, for the top three roads on priority basis from the following projects:  
1. Cryon Road (SR5) 
2. Mercadool Road (SR16) 
3. Goangra Road (SR116) 
4. Wanourie Creek Road (SR38) 
5. Teranyan Road (SR33) 

DETS 14.09.2022 Grant application has been submitted In progress 

30.08.22 10/2022/24 Long-Term Strategy for Lots 1 to 75 DP838673 
1. Call for Expressions of Interest for the grazing rights to Lots 1 to 75 DP838673 for an initial two 
(2) year period 
2. develop a proposal for the staged development of the subdivision to be full costed to include all 
services; power, water, effluent, sealed internal roads and high speed NBN 

GM   

30.08.22 10/2022/26 Fixing Local Roads Program – Lorne Road Reconstruction and Sealing of 5.79kms 
1. Decline to accept the variation proposal submitted by McMahon Services Australia Pty Ltd 
2. Enter into a deed of mutual termination with McMahon Services Australia Pty Ltd to bring 
responsibilities and obligations of both parties, under the contract, to an end 
3. Immediately commence reconstruction and sealing of 5.79kms of Lorne Road, Lightning Ridge, 
using Council day labour and local sub-contractors 
4. Immediately commence formal discussion with TfNSW regarding possible cost overrun of all 
TfNSW projects due to price escalations in fuel, road construction materials and sub-contractor 
rates. 

DETS 
14.09.2022 Deed of release executed.  Subcontractors to commence work in October 
2022 
10.10.2022 Works scheduled to commence late October 2022 (weather permitting) 

In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/10 Local Government Election 
1. …that an election arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to 
administer all elections of the Council. 
2. …that a council poll arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to 
administer all council polls of the Council. 
3. …that a constitutional referendum arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral 
Commissioner to administer all constitutional referenda of the Council. 

GM 
18.10.2022 Letter written to NSW Electoral Commission advising of resolution.  NSW 
Electoral Commission confirm receipt of advice.  

COMPLETE 

27.09.22 11/2022/12 Partial Road Closure – Bill O’Brien Way, Lightning Ridge 
1. The partial closure of Bill O’Brien Way from Lot 79 to the western end of Lot 78 DP820469, 
being Crown Reserve 230076, as proposed in the above report. 
2. Council approve construction of ‘Anyone Can Play Park’ on that part of the partially closed road 
(Bill O’Brien Way) and Lot 78 DP820469 (being Crown Reserve 230076). 
3. Council construct a small toilet facility with one (1) unisex ambulant and one (1) accessible 
toilet, if required by DPIE recommendations. 

DETS/ 
Ramesh 

10.10.2022 Road closure process has commenced In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/15 Section 356 – Rebates to Churches and Other Not-For-Profit Organisations 2022/2023 
That Council writes off $205,396.17 as per the Abandonments Register as at 30Th June 2022 

CFO 10.10.2022 Journal has been processed COMPLETE 
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27.09.22 11/2022/19 Applications for Fixing Country Roads Program – Round 6 
That Council note and authorise the funding application for the Fixing Country Roads Program – 
Round 6 for the roads (Merrywinebone Road RR329, Ridge Road RR426 & Goangra Road 
SR116) that satisfy the funding body’s mandatory requirements of Benefit to Cost Ratio (BCR) 
greater than 1. 

DETS 10.10.2022 Grant application to be made 14/10/22 COMPLETE 

27.09.22 11/2022/23 Lease of space on Collarenebri Water Tower 
2. That Council enter into a lease with Field Solutions Group P/L for lease of part Lot 1462 
DP862540; being approximately 8m x 4m in size, for a period of five (5) years, with an option of a 
further 5 x 5 term options. 
4. The Council Seal be affixed to the Lease Agreement and the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to execute the lease documents. 

GM 10.10.2022 Lease documents requested In progress 

27.09.22 11/2022/24 Lease to Graincorp Operations Ltd – Part road reserve adjacent to Kamilaroi Highway, Burren 
Junction 
2. That Council enter into a lease with Graincorp Operations Limited for lease of part Road 
Reserve, described as; the proposed lease area is located with the land area bounded by Lot 7300 
DP 1153362 to its west, Lot 53 DP 753925 and part of Lot 7004 DP 1032424 to its north, Lot 54 
DP 753926 to its east, the Kamilaroi Highway/Slacksmith Street corridor to its South, and Lot 65 
DP 721416 along this lot’s north and east boundaries, excluding a 20 metre public road corridor 
along the northern and eastern boundary for a period of Five (5) years with an option to renew for 
a further Five (5) years. 
4. The Council Seal be affixed to the lease agreement and the Mayor and General Manager be 
authorised to execute the Lease documents. 
5. Council formally contact adjoining landowners, advising of the lease arrangement of the public 
road corridor. 
6. Council place the lease arrangement on Public Display, for a period of 28 days, calling for 
submissions from the public. 

GM/ 
DETS 

04.10.2022 Lease arrangement placed on public exhibition, closing 1st Nov. 2022.  
20.10.2022 New report to Council requesting further 5x5 year extension options. 

In progress 
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9.1.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart 
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 

 
Summary: 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and 
Cabinet are attached for Councillors information.  Circulars are emailed to Councillors when 
published from LGNSW. 
 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention 
of Councillors: 
 

 22-28 / Annual Report and Annual Performance Statement Checklists 

 22-29 / End of Year Financial Reporting 2021-22 
 
Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications.  Where necessary the subject of particular 
circulars will be raised in following reports. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors 
particular attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received From the NSW Office of Local Government 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Department circular 22-28 and 22-29, from 
the Local Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet, be received and noted. 
  
Moved:   
Seconded:  
  

 
Attachments: 
Circulars 
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9.1.3 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS  

 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart 
FILE NUMBER:   12/14-03 

 
Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors to make notes of to avoid 
any clashes of commitments. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
This report allows Councillors and senior management staff to plan their activities and spread 
their work load having regard to upcoming commitments.  It also avoids situations where some 
Councillors missed meetings or are not aware of when they have been scheduled.  In addition, 
outside organisations have been requested to send meeting notice and minutes direct to 
Council’s various representatives.  Where notification is received meeting dates will be listed 
on the strategic tasks, events and meetings calendar and the representative(s) names flagged. 
 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Good governance centres in part on good communication and forward planning.  Councillors 
are requested to advise the General Manager’s Executive Assistant of any coming community 
or Councillor function so as to avoid any clashes of commitments. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Not applicable. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Councillors and Walgett Shire Council staff. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not applicable. 
 
Conclusion: 
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and not the information. 
 

Important Dates For Councillors – Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
  
Moved:   
Seconded:  
  

 
Attachments: 
Upcoming meetings and events schedule. 
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IMPORTANT DATES – Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 

DATE  MEETING/FUNCTION  LOCATION  NOTES  

7 November 2022 Castlereagh Macquarie 
County Council 

Meeting 

Coonamble Shire 
Council Chambers 

Clr Woodcock, Clr Cooke 
and General Manager 

7 November 2022 LRAOR Trust Lightning Ridge Mayor, Clr Woodcock 
and General Manager 

8 November 2022 Business Chamber Lightning Ridge General Manager and  
Councillors 

9 November 2022 LEMC Meeting Walgett Police 
Station 

General Manager 

22 November 2022  Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  

23 November 2022 Cross Border Disaster 
Management 
Conference 

Goondiwindi 
/Zoom 

Mayor, Deputy Mayor and 
General Manager 

24 November 2022 BROC General 
Meeting 

Goondiwindi Mayor & GM 

5 December 2022 Outback Arts 
Committee Meeting 

Coonamble Mayor, Clr Currey 
and Clr Walford 

8 December 2022 Barwon Darling CAG 
Ordinary Meeting 

Bourke Mayor, Deputy Mayor & 
General Manager 

19 December 2022 Castlereagh Macquarie 
County Council 

Meeting 

Coonamble Shire 
Council Chambers 

Clr Woodcock, Clr Cooke 
and General Manager 

20 December 2022  Council Meeting    Walgett Chambers   Councillors, GM and 
Executive Staff to attend  
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9.1.4 2022 COUNCIL POLICY AND PROCEDURE REVIEW 

 
REPORTING SECTION:  Executive  
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0107 

 
Summary: 
The attached policies are presented to Council for consideration and adoption. 
 

1. Debt Recovery 
2. Financial Hardship 
3. Government Information Public Access (GIPA) 
4. Working From Home 
5. Debt Write-Off  

 
Background:  
Council from time to time Council must regularly review its various policies and procedures to 
ensure compliance with current legislation and relevant procedures applying at the time. 
 
Current Position: 
The following policies have been reviewed by senior management and a number of cosmetic 
changes have been made to the documents.  

 
Governance issues: 
As per the various policies 
Local Government Act 1993  
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
Environmental issues: 
N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Community 
Walgett Shire Council Staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
The revised policies do not present any financial issues for Council. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
N/A 
 
Conclusion: 
There writer is recommending Council adopts the revised policies as presented. 
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Council Policy and Procedure Review 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That: 
 
1. The General Managers report be received; 
 
2. Council adopts the revised policies and procedures as presented: 
 i)  Debt Recovery 
 ii) Financial Hardship 
 iii) Government Information Public Access (GIPA) 
 iv) Working From Home 
 v) Debt Write-Off 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
The abovementioned policies and procedures. 
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9.1.5 2022 BURREN JUNCTION PROGRESS COMMITTEE 

APPLICATIONS 

 
REPORTING SECTION:  Executive Services 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0171 

 
Summary: 
The report is presented to Council for consideration of the following residents for membership 

to the Burren Junction Progress Committee (Section 355). 

 
Background: 
Section 355 of the Local Government Act 1993 allows Council to delegate authority to 
individuals or committees to carry out functions on its behalf, or to take the care, control and 
management of various facilities. 
 
The Burren Junction community group has made a significant contribution to the on-going 
management and maintenance of one of the shires important tourist attractions and now would 
like to expand their activities to events and promotion of the area. 
 

At its July 2022 Ordinary meeting Council formalised the formation of the Burren Junction 

Progress Committee (Section 355) and called for nominations to the Committee.  

 
Current Position: 
In 2017 the Burren Junction community rallied together to form the Burren Junction Hall 

Committee to assist with a successful hall refurbishment grant, raise funds to purchase much 

needed refrigeration equipment for the hall, fencing and to assist with the general maintenance 

of the hall. The Committee has operated successfully for the past four (4) years. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Walgett Shire Council Section 355 Committee Guidelines 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Burren Junction Community 
 
Governance issues: 
Council has the authority to delegate management of the hall and other activities under section 

355 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
Financial Implications: 
The 355 Committee operates under the control of Council and will provide a monthly financial 
report, end of year financials are also lodged with Council for auditing and inclusion in 
Council’s financial statements. When volunteers work for the Committee they also complete a 
volunteers register of attendance. 
 
Creating a 355 Committee reduces unnecessary expenditure for a community group aiming 
to assist Council in the management and maintenance of its assets. The Committee members 
are covered by Council’s public liability insurance, accident and volunteer’s insurance cover. 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Council not approve membership of the applicants to the Burren Junction Progress 

Committee. 

 
Conclusion: 
The writer recommends to Council the following applicants be accepted as members of the 
Burren Junction Progress Committee. 
 

Burren Junction Progress Committee Applications 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the General Manager’s report be received. 
 
2. That Council formally agree to the membership of the following people to the Burren 
 Junction Progress Committee: 
 
Scott Hardy, Coral Marshall, Catherine Schwager, Robert Schwager, Zachary Barrett, Andrew 
Schwager, Peter Meppem, Janine Powell, Andrew Tyrna, Susan Marshall, Stephen Gardner, 
Sharon Shearer, Elizabeth Powell, Philip Powell. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachment: 
Nil 
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9.1.6 2022 COMMUNITY SATISFACTION SURVEY RESULTS 

 

REPORTING SECTION:  Executive Services  
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0172 

 
Summary: 
The community satisfaction survey results are presented to Council for its information. 
 
Background: 
Council in 2020 engaged community research company Micromex Research to undertake a 
survey to assess the communities overall satisfaction with Councils performance in terms of 
services and facilities. The survey also identifies the highest priorities for residents and the 
most valued aspects of the area, and resident attitudes. 
 
The phone survey is a way of collecting information from a sample, a cross section of the 
community which ultimately represents the view of the whole community. One advantage of 
the phone survey is it generally has a much higher response than a paper survey as 
participants can seek clarification and ask questions about the survey. 
 
A large number of Councils in NSW conduct annual satisfaction surveys to check their 
resident’s level of satisfaction with Council’s performance, and identify which services need 
improvement. The survey helps Council compare year on year results and against the NSW 
regional average. 
 
Micromex carried out the phone survey from 20th to 30th July 2020 phoning 227 residents on 
both landline and mobile. The survey questions are generally the same for each LGA and this 
provides Micromex with a regional data set for comparison.  
 
In summary results of the 2020 survey show the Walgett Shire communities highest priorities 
as being: 

 Roads, and kerb and guttering 

 Encouraging tourism 

 Water quality and supply 

 Improved communication/planning and Council management 
 
The top five (5) services and facilities receiving the highest community satisfaction were: 

 Libraries 

 Sewerage 

 Swimming pools 

 Cemeteries 

 Council buildings 
 
The five (5) services or facilities receiving the least satisfaction were: 

 Unsealed roads 

 Development (Economic) 

 Town planning 

 Sealed roads 

 Animals, weeds and pest management 
 
While the most valued aspects of the shire is all about where we live and the environment: 

 Community/family/friends 

 Freedom/open space 
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 Atmosphere 

 Lifestyle 

 Natural environment and climate 
 
Current Position: 
Micromex carried out a second phone survey from 30th August to 13th September phoning 301 
residents on both landline and mobile. The survey questions are generally the same for each 
LGA and this provides Micromex with a regional data set for comparison.  
 
In summary results of the survey show the Walgett Shire communities highest priorities as 
being: 

 Sealed roads 

 Order and cleanliness 

 CBD main streets 

 Tourism 

 Signage 
 
The top five (5) services and facilities receiving the lowest importance rating community were: 

 Council buildings 

 Cultural services 

 Footpaths 

 Libraries 

 Indigenous services 
 
The top five (5) services and facilities receiving the highest community satisfaction were: 

 Libraries 

 Sewerage 

 Council buildings 

 Parks 

 Swimming pools 
 
The five (5) services or facilities receiving the least satisfaction were: 

 Unsealed roads 

 Sealed roads 

 Animals, weeds and pest management 

 Town Planning 

 Kerb and gutter 
 
While the most valued aspects of the shire is all about where we live and the environment: 

 Community/family/friends 

 Atmosphere 

 Lifestyle 

 Natural environment and climate 

 Great services/facilities in the LGA 
 

It’s pleasing to see an improvement in the following areas between the 2020 and 2022 
surveys: 

Quality of life - 85% of residents rate their quality of life as good to excellent. Compared to 

the 2020 research, residents rated their quality of life, overall, higher, with a significantly higher 

proportion rating it as excellent. Residents aged 65+ rate their quality of life higher. 
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Allocation of funding unsealed roads - 95% of residents are at least ‘somewhat supportive’ 

of allocating additional funds for the re-sheeting of unsealed roads across the Shire – 69% of 

residents committed to the top code ‘very supportive’. 

Overall satisfaction with Council over last 12 months - 70% of Walgett Shire residents are 

at least somewhat satisfied with the performance of Council over the last 12 months. Whilst 

the results are below the Micromex Regional Benchmark score, residents did rate the 

performance of Council higher than in 2020. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
NIL 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Community 
Micromex Research 
 
Governance issues: 

NIL 

Environmental issues: 
NIL 
 
Financial Implications: 
The budget 22/23 makes provision for $22,019 for both staff and customer survey expenditure. 
 
Legal issues: 
No legal issues have been identified.  
 
Alternative solutions:  
NIL 
 
Conclusion: 
The survey is an excellent tool used by many LGA’s to gauge Council and management 
performance as viewed by the community.   
 

Community Satisfaction Survey Results 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the General Managers report detailing the results of the 2022 
community satisfaction survey. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 

 
Attachment: 
Micromex presentation.
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9.1.7 TOURISM 2022 

 
REPORTING SECTION:  Executive Services  
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0173 

 
Summary: 
This report is presented for Council’s consideration regarding tourism for 2022 as presented 

by the Information Centre staff. 

2. Background: 

Council operates two (2) registered Visitor Information Centre’s Walgett and Lightning Ridge. 

3. Current position: 
 
Statistics Overview National/Regional/Local 

New data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics shows NSW was the number one destination 

for international travellers in July, with 107,570 short-term visitor arrivals, an increase of 

101,410 year on year. The three leading source countries for visitors to NSW were: New 

Zealand (20,860 trips) United States (12,870) and the United Kingdom (8500). For visitors 

arriving in NSW for long-term trips (one year or more) there were 20,540 arrivals, an increase 

of 18,920 compared with the corresponding month of the previous year. 

Destination NSW has released its NSW Tourist Accommodation Snapshot for April to June 

2022. The data has revealed rising occupancy rates throughout NSW. 

NSW, Sydney and regional NSW saw rates above the same quarter in 2021 (up 11 per cent, 

15 per cent and 1 per cent respectively). This was not surprising given the June 2021 quarter 

was a difficult period for the accommodation sector, with lockdowns and restrictions that 

started in Sydney from mid-June and the circuit breaker lockdown in Victoria (from late May 

to mid-June). 

Accommodation supply in NSW in the June quarter was higher than March 2022 quarter – 

there were 22 more establishments and 727 rooms. 

Regional NSW held the lion’s share of the state's properties (77 per cent) and a slightly larger 

majority of rooms (51 per cent). 

Most regional NSW areas recorded increases in occupancy rate in the June 2022 quarter 

compared to June 2021 quarter. The average daily rate and revenue per available room 

increased across all tourism regions in the June 2022 quarter. When compared to March 2022 

quarter, the Blue Mountains, Capital Country, Central NSW, the Hunter, New England North 

West and Riverina all recorded increases in occupancy rates. 

Business Development Manager, Country & Outback NSW provided this overview of Walgett 

LGA: (Noting: We can report on total international and domestic overnight and day trip visitors 

to Walgett but not by individual markets. Due to low volume of respondents who went to 

Walgett, DNSW can only provide three-year average as there is very high annual volatility in 

the numbers.) 
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In the last three years to Year ended March 2020, Walgett LGA received an average of 

188,000 international and domestic overnight and day trip visitors per year. They stayed on 

average, 418,600 nights and spent on average, $54.3 million per year. 

The Visitor Economy in regional NSW is a valuable and important economic driver which 

currently contributes $7 billion to the NSW economy, supports 107,115 businesses and 

296,000 jobs. (VES2030) 

Overall NSW & more specifically Regional NSW have seen a return to pre-covid visitation with 

some seeing an increase in visitors to the region. July 2022 brought over 8500 visitors through 

the doors at Lightning Ridge Visitor Information Centre the highest numbers of visitors ever 

recorded since it opened its doors over 20 years ago.  Local operators are reporting extremely 

high occupancy rates amongst motels, cabins & powered sites, travellers are notoriously 

reporting Lightning Ridge as “booked out” Walgett and Collarenebri accommodation operators 

are also reporting high weekly occupancy rates. Visitor Centres along the Kamilaroi Highway 

have been advising travellers to make pre-bookings for accommodation and attractions to 

avoid disappointment.  

Statistics collected by our local Visitor Information Centres show our top source market 

continues to be NSW drawing specifically from Sydney, Newcastle/Hunter, Central Coast, 

Wollongong/South Coast, Port Macquarie.  

Queensland and Victoria also come in at our second and third largest markets. As expected 

we’ve seen a decrease in overseas travellers with a 33% decrease in visitation compared to 

2019. Interestingly travellers from Western Australia and Tasmania have dropped by almost 

half since before COVID however this can possibly be put down to longer than normal travel 

restrictions imposed on these states. The closure of the Hebel to Dirrinbandi Road several 

times this year may have also impacted on visitation in general diverting people away from 

Lightning Ridge via Moree or Bourke. We predict the cooler weather conditions may also 

increase our normal travel season through to December and over the summer holidays as we 

saw last year.  
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Year Jan Feb Mar  Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2010 926 565 981 2704 2705 3080 4060 3109 3615 2649 1317 699 26410 

2011 552 364 1125 2925 2623 2551 3359 2477 3392 2629 1321 947 24265 

2012 1200 88 1044 2681 2399 2904 3353 2777 3390 2797 1103 899 24635 

2013 867 604 1773 2783 2692 2970 4043 3035 3577 2537 986 822 26689 

2014 751 414 1156 3075 2176 3127 3855 3145 3762 2552 905 831 25749 

2015 891 607 1323 3674 2981 3422 4237 3449 4093 2485 799 938 28899 

2016 1069 556 2405 3356 2991 3613 5659 4348 3936 3012 1372 1143 33460 

2017 1091 411 1598 7042 6729 5561 6315 7409 6956 4241 1581 1151 50085 

2018 1232 708 2017 5364 5311 5577 8287 5216 5933 5541 1784 1878 48848 

2019 1260 944 1467 5515 3394 5199 7108 4806 4515 3902 1113 699 39922 

2020 1067 865 1068 53 39 2221 6552 4479 6270 6503 2647 1682 33446 

2021 2447 1087 2767 6354 5881 6792 4878 1045 52 987 1551 866 34707 

2022 1307 1003 2205 6697 4470 6392 8571 6203 2161       39009 

Visitors numbers low due to 

flooding in the Lightning Ridge 

area COVID-19 Lockdown       

    
Green figures are higest visitor numbers recorded for that month    
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Kamilaroi Highway Committee: 
Kamilaroi Highway AGM: Completed 
Narran Lake Cultural Tour: Completed 
Images sent for new promotional material for Caravan and Camping Shows in 2023 
 
Weekly Bulletin: 
Weekly Promotion of local events & activities, grant funding, workshops, positions vacant etc 
Continues to grow in subscriptions with 15 new members in 2 weeks 
 
Walgett Outdoor Markets 
Successful September markets despite change of location and wet weather 
Already booked in a number of stalls for November markets, booked jumping castle, food 
vendors, chocolate wheel etc 
 
Signage Projects: 
Replace Traditional Aboriginal Signage for Collarenebri & Walgett 
Jimmy Little Sign & Shelter – Content Creation 
Banjo Patterson Sign – content creation 
Mary O’Brien Pilot Signage – Content Creation 
Alex Trevallion Park Sign local Information – file at designers for creation 
Replacement of Great Artesian Basin Signage at Lightning Ridge. Images taken of all signage 
content. Waiting on Engineering to provide measurements of all signs to then send to graphic 
artist for creation, also searching for replacement images.  
Replacement of i-sign 400m approach 
 
Filming with Greg Grainger  
Filming of Water Towers 
Freedom Ride Audio Tour 
Muddy Waters River Filming 
 
Visitor Information Centre 
Update All ATDW Get Connected Listings 
Brochure Distribution 
New Souvenirs – Australian Animals 
New Souvenirs – I Heart stickers: Walgett, Colly, LR Burren Junction etc 
Noodling Kits Sold Out  
Opal Miners Daughter Book Sold Out 
Lucy Di Paola Books 
 
Advertising & Promotion + Social Media: 
Western Plains App 
Plus FREE promotion across all local and regional sites/radio/social media etc 
Road Closures 
Media Releases –  

- Ratepayer Satisfaction Survey 
- Book Launch Lightning Ridge 
- Markets Success 

Events – All Community Events Listed on Website, Social Media, Sent to All Region Media 
including; Western Plains App, Western Herald, Spectator, Outback Radio etc 
Council Meeting Documents + Audio 
Promotion of Lets Dance in Destination NSW Newsletter 
Promotion of Lets Dance Carinda Markets with all of our stall holders & via social media 
channels 
Promotion of Julia Spicer workshops 20 Registered so far 
Promotion of New Air B& B ‘Ulah Lagoon Cottage’ to Destination NSW 
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Advertising Moree Champion Bore Baths 
Promotion of ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY & PLACE PROGRAM Funding to Local Aboriginal 
Businesses: Scar Trees & Uraah Solutions 
 
4. Relevant Reference Documents: 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
5. Governance issues: 
Compliance with legislation LG Act 1993. 
 
6. Environmental issues: 
NIL 
 
7. Stakeholders 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Community 
Tourists 
 
8. Financial implications: 
None 
9. Alternative solutions / options: 
NIL 
 
10. Conclusion: 
The two (2) Visitor Information Centres continue to operate very effectively with increased 
visitor numbers this year. 
 

 

Tourism 2022 

 
Recommendation   
 
That Council receive and note the General Managers report detailing the tourism activities, to 
date, in 2022. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil. 
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9.1.8 UNION PICNIC DAY 2022 

 
REPORTING SECTION:  Executive Services  
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0151 

 
Summary: 
To note Union Picnic Day, in accordance with the 2020 NSW Local Government (State) 
Award 2020, and to recommend a closedown of Council’s operations on that day. 
 
Background: 
Each year Council staff celebrate Union Picnic Day in accordance with the Local Government 
State Award. 
 
For Council’s information the relevant provisions of the Award are as follows; 
 
UNION PICNIC DAY 
(i) Union Picnic Day shall for the purposes of this Award be regarded as a holiday for 
employees who are financial members of the union(s). The Union Picnic Day shall be on such 
day as is agreed between the employer and the union(s). 
(ii) The union(s) shall advise the employer of financial members as at the time of the Union 
Picnic Day. Such advice must be given at least two weeks prior to the Union Picnic Day. 
(iii) Employees who are not financial members of the union(s) and who are required to work 
on Union Picnic Day, shall be paid ordinary pay for their normal working day. 
(iv) Employees who are not financial members of the union(s) and who are not required to 
work on Union Picnic Day, may apply to the employer to take annual leave, long service leave, 
time off in lieu of overtime, leave without pay, such other leave as may be approved by the 
employer, or may be required by the employer to make up time. 
 
At times, Union Picnic Day, can leave an unsupported staffing structure to carry out normal 
duties of the day.  I am, therefore, recommending that Council declare a Council offices close 
down for the day which would mean that all staff (expect those in essential services) would be 
off work on the granted Union Picnic Day. 
 
Current Position: 
Following a request from the United Services Union (USU), I have agreed that Union Picnic 
Day should be granted on Monday 7 November 2022 and a notice to this effect will be 
circulated with the next pay advice. 
 
All other Unions are also requested to take the day as Union Picnic Day.   
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
NSW Local Government (State) Award 2020 
WSC Time-In-Lieu Policy and Procedure 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire community 
Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Provision is made in Council’s 22/23 Operational Plan and budget for Union Members to have 
a union picnic day.  
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 
 
Conclusion: 
The writer recommends Council approve Monday 7th November 2022 as the Union Picnic Day 
2022 along with the closure of Council operations for that day. 
 
 

Union Picnic Day 2022 

 
Recommendation   
 
That Council: 
 
1. Note Union Picnic Day will be held on Monday 7 November 2022; and  
 
2. Confirm that all Council operations will be closed on Monday 7 November 2022 with the 
exception of those deemed to be essential services. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 27 OCTOBER 2022 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

221 
 

9.1.9 CLOSEDOWN OF COUNCIL ADMINISTATION OFFICES OVER 

THE 2022/2023 FESTIVE SEASON 
 
REPORTING SECTION:  Executive  
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0156 

 
Summary: 
It is considered efficient for the majority of Council’s operations to close down for the workdays 
between Christmas and New Year’s Day.  It also suits the needs of the majority of staff to plan 
holidays during the Festive Season. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
This year Christmas Day falls on Sunday 25th December, Boxing Day on Monday 26th 
December and New Year’s Day on Sunday 1st January 2023.  It is proposed that Council 
operations close down from Friday 23rd December 2022 to Friday 6th January 2023, inclusive. 
 
For the closedown period, staff are required to utilise accumulated flex-time and/or take the 
balance using accrued annual leave.  During the closedown essential service staff remain on 
duty in the garbage and water/sewer service areas and emergency service staff are rostered 
to be on call in other areas of Council operations. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
NSW Local Government (State) Award 2020 
Public Holidays Act 2010 
WSC Time-In-Lieu Policy and Procedure 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire community 
Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
As staff will be required to take flex time and/or annual leave, during this time, any rostered 
staff (working during this period) will be paid at the normal rates of pay and any penalties due, 
in accordance with the NSW Local Government (State) Award 2020. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 
 
Conclusion: 
The writer recommends Council approve that Council administration offices be closed down 
from Friday 23rd December 2022 to Friday 6th January 2023, inclusive, over the festive 
season. 
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Closedown of Council Administration Offices over the 2022/2023 Festive Season 

 
Recommendation   
 
1. Council operations close from Friday 23 December 2022 to Friday 6th January 2023, 
 inclusive, and the General Manager make satisfactory arrangements for the 
 maintenance of essential services and provision of emergency call out services. 
 
2. The closedown be effectively notified to residents, along with details of essential 
 service and emergency call out arrangements. 
 
3. Note a separate shutdown period will be put in place for all outdoor staff to coincide 
 with the commencement of the skeleton crews, in accordance with the Award. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil. 
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9.1.10 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 

INFROMATION FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0174 

 
Summary: 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Engineering/Technical Services division. 
 
Background: 
For Councillor information purposes, the following is advised: 
 

 Lightning Ridge and Walgett toilet facilities waiting on final elements for completion. 

 Collarenebri Artesian Spring pool – Final design in progress with depth to 1.6metres 
as requested by Councillors. 

 Walgett Splash Park – Scope of works complete and tender issued on 18th October 
2022. 

 Colless Grandstand – Steps, railing and down pipes currently underway. 

 Walgett Showground Road and Carpark – Sealing road completed on 18th October 
2022. 

 Lightning Ridge “Anyone Can Play Park” – Road resumption underway and design to 
fit park under review. 

 Collarenebri Showground Dining room – Slab and refurbishment work on dining room 
ready for quotation. 

 Collarenebri Lawn Cemetery – Quotations are being sought for fencing of entire 
ground. Irrigation system to be installed by WSC staff. Hardstand for carpark to be 
completed when road is upgraded. 

 Walgett Netball Courts – design commenced, soil test to be carried out. 

 Walgett CBD Improvements – Quotations received and purchase order to be issued to 
successful contractor. 

 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee – In progress with FNWJO engaging Chair 
for all four (4) Councils.  

 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only – From General Manager 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information Only from the General Manager 
be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil. 
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9.2 CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  

9.2.1 MONTHLY OUTSTANDING RATES AS AT 30 SEPREMBER 2022 

 
REPORTING SECTION:  Corporate Services  
AUTHOR:    Tony Hughes – Chief Financial Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0153 

 
Summary: 
Council’s debt recovery policy is aimed at having outstanding rates and annual charges debts 
recovered in a timely manner to support Council in its objectives by providing sufficient funding 
to enable the continued provision of services to the local government area. The aim of this 
process is to achieve a recovery of rates and annual charges levied in any given financial year 
of greater than 90%. 
 
Background: 
Council is obliged to report on a number of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) as part of their 
statutory reporting regime. One of these KPIs is the Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra 
Charges Outstanding Percentage. The purpose of this KPI is “to assess the impact of 
uncollected rates and annual charges on Council’s liquidity and the adequacy of recovery 
efforts.”   
 
Walgett Shire Council is classified as a Regional and Rural Council and the benchmark used 
for these councils in the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting is less than 10% for the Rates, Annual Charges, Interest & Extra Charges 
Outstanding Percentage as at the end of the financial year. 
 
Current Position: 
Collection of the current years levy and arrears as at 30 September 2022 is 32.27% which is 
2.03% less than the previous year collection at 30 September 2021 of 34.30%. Collections 
have increased in the first week of October with a total of 32.60% collected. 
  
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Outstanding Rates Report. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is obliged to act in the community’s best interest and to ensure adequate service 
provision is upheld through measures of sustaining, maintaining and improving long term 
financial sustainability. A key area is to show the ongoing effective management of outstanding 
rates and annual charges recovery by reducing the outstanding rates percentage to an 
acceptable benchmarked value each year.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council Community 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial Implications: 
The recovery of rates and charges is a key performance indicator that is analysed by external 
bodies such as Treasury Corp in conjunction with the Local Government Review Panel. Efforts 
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to improve and lower the levels of outstanding rates and charges strengthen Walgett Shire 
Council’s long term financial position.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternative solutions or options. 
 
Conclusion: 
The report recommends that Council note the outstanding rates and annual charges 
percentage. 
 
 

Monthly Outstanding Rates Report as at 30 September 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
The 30 September 2022 outstanding rates report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Monthly Report – Outstanding Rates Report 
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9.2.2 CASH & INVESTMENTS AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2022 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate Services 
AUTHOR:    Tony Hughes – Chief Financial Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0169 

 
Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the 
period ending 30th September 2022. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of on-call bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing term 
deposits.  The portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. Council's investment portfolio does not have a secondary market available for 
the trading of investments and is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments and other available products 
that meet Council policy guidelines. A comparison of Council’s investment portfolio results is 
also made monthly to that of other NSW Councils and Walgett Shire’s results from the portfolio 
continue to better than average. 
 
The investments are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and Policies listed in 
this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at month end held a total of $36,283,316 in on-call bank accounts and interest-bearing 

term deposits with financial institutions in Australia. The investments are compliant with the 

Local Government Act (NSW), the associated Regulations and Ministerial Order and Council’s 

Investment Policy. 

Council’s detailed investment portfolio and compliance information is shown in Attachment 1 

to this report. This information is represented graphically as well as digitally and shows 

Council’s compliance to the investment policy for all key performance indicators in the policy. 

The official cash rate was raised by the RBA a further 0.50% in September 2022 and again by 

0.25% in October taking the cash rate to 2.60%. The RBA’s forward guidance indicated that 

“the size and timing of future interest rate increases will continue to be determined by the 

incoming data and the Board’s assessment of the outlook for inflation and the labour market. 

The Board remains resolute in its determination to return inflation to target and will do what is 

necessary to achieve that.” In its accompanying statement for the September increase, the 

absence of words to the effect of “the Board expects to take further steps in the normalisation 

of monetary conditions in Australia over the months ahead” as stated in prior months suggests 

the RBA may revert to more normal 25bp increments for policy moves as it moves into 

restrictive territory, subject to the economic, labour market and inflation outlook. 

Council’s investment portfolio continues to perform well in comparison with other LGAs in 

NSW. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in August 2022) 
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Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
Financial Institutions 
 
Conclusion: 
At 30th September 2022 Walgett Shire Council’s total cash and invested funds totalled 
$36,283,316 increasing the portfolio by $1,946,667 from the previous month. 
 
Attachment: Attachment 1 Walgett Shire Council’s Portfolio reports from Imperium Markets. 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 
5th January 2016.  
 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s Cash Book and General Ledger have been reconciled to 
the bank statement as at the end of month. 

 
Tony Hughes 
 
Chief Financial Officer – Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
 

Cash and Investment Report as at 30th September 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Investment report be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Walgett Shire Council’s Portfolio report from Imperium Markets 
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9.2.3 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 

INFORMATION FROM CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate 
AUTHOR:    Tony Hughes – Chief Financial Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0170 

 
Summary: 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Engineering/Technical Services division. 
 
Background: 
For Councillor information purposes, the following is advised: 
 

 Collarenebri Racecourse Grandstand – works completed and inspection carried out by 
council’s building inspector resulting in a number of items to be addressed. This will be 
followed up by the building inspector and the engineer from Barnsons prior to being 
signed off as fully complete; 
 

 Collarenebri Hall refurbishment – council’s project manager is progressing towards 
going out to tender again. An inspection by Barnsons is scheduled for the week ending 
28/10/22 with a view to having a full schedule of works completed;  
 

 Rowena Hall refurbishment – council’s project manager is progressing towards going 
out to tender again. An inspection by Barnsons is scheduled for the week ending 
28/10/22 with a view to having a full schedule of works completed; 

 

 2021-2022 Financials – the external auditors have been onsite and are now in the 
process of carrying out their final checks prior to signing off the financials. 

 

 Insurance matters 
Masonic Lodge - council’s project manager is scheduled to meet with the engineer 
from Barnsons during the week ending 28/10/22 to discuss structural bracing for the 
replacement wall. Fire safety requirements also to be decided upon prior to 
commencement of any work. 

 
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information from Chief Financial Officer 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters generally for brief mention or information only from the Chief Financial Officer 
in the following areas; Property Matters, Finance & Administration and Community Services 
be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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9.2.4 SECTION 356 – REBATES TO CHURCHES AND OTHER NOT FOR 

PROFIT ORGANISATIONS 2022/2023 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Corporate 
AUTHOR:    Tony Hughes – Chief Financial Officer 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0148 

 
Summary: 
This report provides details of eligible organisations that have made (or have been invited to 
make) application to Council for a rebate on 2022/2023 water, sewer and waste management 
charges. The report recommends that the eligible organisations be approved and that 
applicable rebates be granted in line with Council’s Donations to Churches and Other Not for 
Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of the LGA Policy. 

 
Background: 
For a number of years Council has granted rebates on annual service charges applied to rate 
assessments for a number of Churches and Not for Profit Organisations (NFP).  
 
It should be noted that the known eligible organisations are already exempt from the payment 
of ordinary rates under the provisions of Chapter 15, Part 6, Sections 555 and 556 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 and therefore are receiving a benefit.   
 
Council adopted the Donations to Churches and Other Not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 
of the LGA Policy on 23rd April 2013. 
 
It is important note that any organisation that meets the definition of a Not for Profit 
Organisation (NFP) may apply for this rebate concession at any time under the policy therefore 
the potential number and amount of rebate concessions is “uncapped”.  

 
Each year there is a specific provision made within the budget for rebates to eligible 
organisations that have applied for a donation under Council’s policy. 
 
Current Position: 

To date Council has received thirteen (13) of the twenty-two (22) applications from applicable 
organisations for rebates on their water, sewer and waste service charges with the amount 
that would apply to twenty-two (22) applications being $21,535.75. Applications received to 
date have been assessed against the policy criteria and are eligible to be granted rebates on 
their service charges. The 2022/2023 budget provision provides an amount of $23,162.00 for 
rebate applications, with the attached list detailing the organisations that have applied or 
known to have previously applied for a rebate under Council’s policy and the amount 
applicable to each. 

 

In 2021/2022 there were twenty-four (24) eligible properties to receive a rebate however during 
2021/2022 Council received a Notice of Sale/Transfer of one property into new ownership (not 
being an eligible organisation) with another organisation advising that they have rented out 
one of their properties which renders the property ineligible for a donation. As a consequence 
of the potential for changed circumstances, an application for a donation will be needed from 
applicants for Council to administer its policy. It should be noted that the timing of the 
submission of an application by an applicant is at their discretion which may occur at any time 
during an applicable rating year.   
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Chapter 12, Part 1, Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 
Chapter 15, Part 6, Sections 555 & 556 of the Local Government Act 1993 

Council Policy - Donations to Churches and Other Not for Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of 
the LGA. 

 
Governance issues: 
Council must comply with the provisions of section 356 of the LGA 1993 with a decision to 
grant a rebate in these cases needing to be by way of Council resolution. 
 
Environmental issues: 
N/A 

 
Stakeholders: 
Churches and Not- For-Profit Organisations within Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Council 

 
Financial Implications: 
Applications received to date have been evaluated against the policy criteria and are eligible 
for a rebate in accordance with Council’s policy.  

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
That the applications be refused or granted at a lower level of rebate however this is not able 
to be supported (given that a policy has been adopted) unless the policy itself is cancelled or 
suitably amended. 

 
Conclusion: 
It is recommended that Council provide rebates to the organisations who provide an 
application in line with criteria set out within its Donations to Churches and Other Not for Profit 
Organisations as they are received – Sec 356 of the LGA Policy. 
 

Section 356 – Rebates to Churches and Other Not For Profit Organisations 2022/2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the General Manager be approved to process applications for a rebate, in accordance 
with Council’s – Donations to Churches and Other Not-For-Profit Organisations – Sec 356 of 
the LGA Policy – within the 2022/2023 budget allocation of $23,162.00, as and when 
applications are received from eligible Churches and Not-For-Profit Organisations for the 
2022/2023 financial year. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachments:  
List of Section 356 Donations – 2022/2023 Rating Year 
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Applicant Ass No Property Address Water Connection Total Annual 

Charge 

Donations 

2022/2023

Water 

Charge 

(100%)

Water 

Charge 

(100% 

Donation)

Water 

Charge 

(75% 

Donation)

Sewerage 

Charge 

(100%)

Sewerage 

Charge 

(100% 

Donation)

Sewerage 

Charge (75% 

Donation)

Waste 

Manageme

nt Charge 

(100%)

Waste 

Manageme

nt Charge 

(100% 

Donation)

 Waste 

Manageme

nt Charge 

(50% 

Donation)

COMMENTS

Country Women's 

Association of NSW 

(Walgett)

7260 32 Pitt St WALGETT 

NSW 2832

20mm R + F  $      1,595.50  $     1,168.00  $       876.00  $    546.00  $        409.50  $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Country Women's 

Association of NSW 

(Burren Junction)

7773 13 Waterloo Street 

BURREN JUNCTION 

NSW 2386

No Water or Sewer  $         310.00  $                -    $                  -    $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Country Women's 

Association of NSW 

(Collarenebri) [100% 

Donation - re: provision 

of library services 

agreement]

11593 13 Wilson St 

Collarenebri NSW 

2833

20mm R + F  $      2,242.00  $     1,168.00  $      1,168.00  $    454.00  $       454.00  $        620.00  $      620.00 Application 

Received

Cumborah Community 

Inc

12187 16 Grawin St 

CUMBORAH NSW 

2832

No Water or Sewer  $         310.00  $                -    $                  -    $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Australian Indigenous 

Ministries

30726 35 Sutherland St 

WALGETT NSW 

2832

20mm R + F  $      1,595.50  $     1,168.00  $       876.00  $    546.00  $        409.50  $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Australian Indigenous 

Ministries

30866 47 Namoi St 

WALGETT NSW 

2832

20mm R + F  $                   -    $                -    $                  -    $               -   ADVISED RENTED 

OUT - NOT ELIGIBLE

Roman Catholic Church 30882 89 Arthur St 

Walgett NSW 2832

20mm R + F  $      1,595.50  $     1,168.00  $       876.00  $    546.00  $        409.50  $        620.00  $      310.00 

Anglican Diocese of 

Armidale

30916 19 Pitt St WALGETT 

NSW 2832

20mm [R x2] + F  $      2,033.50  $     1,752.00  $   1,314.00  $    546.00  $        409.50  $        620.00  $      310.00 

Anglican Diocese of 

Armidale

31054 15 Hastings Street 

BURREN JUNCTION 

NSW 2386

No Water or Sewer  $            34.50  $                  -    $          69.00  $        34.50 Application 

Received

Anglican Property Trust 

Diocese of Bathurst

31096 45-47 Colin Street 

CARINDA NSW 

2831

20mm  $         625.75  $        421.00  $       315.75  $                  -    $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Roman Catholic Church 31104 9 Colin St Carinda 

NSW 2831

20mm  $         625.75  $        421.00  $       315.75  $                  -    $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received
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Applicant Ass No Property Address Water Connection Total Annual 

Charge 

Donations 

2022/2023

Water 

Charge 

(100%)

Water 

Charge 

(100% 

Donation)

Water 

Charge 

(75% 

Donation)

Sewerage 

Charge 

(100%)

Sewerage 

Charge 

(100% 

Donation)

Sewerage 

Charge (75% 

Donation)

Waste 

Manageme

nt Charge 

(100%)

Waste 

Manageme

nt Charge 

(100% 

Donation)

 Waste 

Manageme

nt Charge 

(50% 

Donation)

COMMENTS

Church of England 

Diocese of Armidale

31310 58-60 Wilson St 

COLLARENEBRI 

NSW 2833

20mm R + F  $      1,526.50  $     1,168.00  $       876.00  $    454.00  $        340.50  $        620.00  $      310.00 

Church of England 

Property Trust

31377 1 Cumborah St 

CUMBORAH NSW 

2832

No Water or Sewer  $         310.00  $                -    $                  -    $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Church of England 

Property Trust

31492 Kaolin St 

LIGHTNING RIDGE 

NSW 2834

20mm  $         979.75  $        421.00  $       315.75  $    472.00  $        354.00  $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Jehovah's Witnesses 

Congregations

31526 8 Kopi Street 

LIGHTNING RIDGE 

NSW 2834

20mm  $         979.75  $        421.00  $       315.75  $    472.00  $        354.00  $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Roman Catholic Church 31559 31 Morilla St 

Lightning Ridge 

NSW 2834

20mm  $         979.75  $        421.00  $       315.75  $    472.00  $        354.00  $        620.00  $      310.00 

Anglican Diocese of 

Armidale

31567 13 Morilla St 

LIGHTNING RIDGE 

NSW 2834

20mm  $         979.75  $        421.00  $       315.75  $    472.00  $        354.00  $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Lightning Ridge Historical 

Society

31575 7 Morilla Street 

LIGHTNING RIDGE 

NSW 2834

20mm  $         979.75  $        421.00  $       315.75  $    472.00  $        354.00  $        620.00  $      310.00 Application 

Received

Australian Conference 

Association (Seventh Day 

Adventist)

31708 12 Silica Street 

LIGHTNING RIDGE 

NSW 2834

20mm (x 2)  $      1,295.50  $        842.00  $       631.50  $    472.00  $        354.00  $        620.00  $      310.00 

Roman Catholic Church 31740 18 Middle St 

Rowena NSW 2387

20mm  $         625.75  $        421.00  $       315.75  $                  -    $        620.00  $      310.00 

Roman Catholic Church 31757 4 Middle St 

Rowena NSW 2387

20mm  $         350.25  $        421.00  $       315.75  $                  -    $          69.00  $        34.50 

Grawin Glengarry 

Sheepyard Opal Field's 

Men's Shed

36970 Mineral Claim 

11572

No Water or Sewer  $            34.50  $                -    $                  -    $          69.00  $        34.50 

Total  $   21,535.75  $  13,391.00  $      1,168.00  $   9,167.25  $6,378.00  $       454.00  $     4,443.00  $  11,987.00  $      620.00  $  5,683.50 
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9.3 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING / TECHNICAL SERVICES  

9.3.1 MONTHLY MAINTENANCE GRADING REPORT AS AT 30 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 
AUTHOR:  Bob Stephen - Director Engineering / Technical Services 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0157 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council about the road maintenance programme on 
Shire Roads for the period ending 30th September 2022. 
 
Background: 
The maintenance budget has been prepared based on the available funding to maintain the 
Unsealed Local and Regional Roads to provide an acceptable level of service. This budget 
will be used to maintain the roads as per demand and Road Best Practice Manual.  
 
Details of maintenance grading and flood work locations are detailed in the attached report. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Council’s approved 2022/2023 Shire Roads Maintenance Grading Works schedule. 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 
Tourists 
 
Financial Implications: 
As of 30th September 2022, actual spend is $140,125.98. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 

Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the approved 
budget. 
 

Monthly Maintenance Grading Report – September 2022  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the monthly maintenance grading works report for September 
2022. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Monthly maintenance grading works.
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Road Name
Total Length 

of Road

 Budget Required for 

Entire Road 

Road 

Category

 Expenditure For 

July  2022 

 Expenditure For 

August  2022 

 Expenditure For 

Sept.  2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Oct.  

2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Nov. 

2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Dec.  

2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Jan. 

2023 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Feb.  

2023 

 

Expendi

ture For 

March  

2023 

 

Expendi

ture For 

April  

2023 

 

Expendi

ture For 

May  

2023 

 

Expendi

ture For 

June  

20223 

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 1 ``

Bowra Road SR34 3.95  $                       4,278.00 F 635.37$                  635.37$             

Wanourie Road SR38 6.5 4,278.00$                       E -$                   

Green and Branders Road SR41 11.3 7,006.00$                       F -$                   

Regans Road SR58 3.2 4,278.00$                       F -$                   

Marra Creek Road SR60 17.5 10,850.00$                     E -$                   

Lochlomond Road SR74 8.4 5,208.00$                       E -$                   

Maroubra Road SR76 8.3 5,146.00$                       E -$                   

Nedgara Road SR77 10.7 6,634.00$                       F -$                   

Mac Masman Road SR81 8 4,960.00$                       E -$                   

Binghi Road SR113 20.1 12,462.00$                     E -$                   

Aberfoyle Road SR115 26.2 16,244.00$                     D -$                   

Gungalman Road SR31 43.7 27,094.00$                     D 1,730.56$                1,730.56$           

Gilwarny Road SR32 7.9 4,898.00$                       F -$                   

Teranyan Road SR33 13.7 8,494.00$                       D 5,753.50$                646.16$                  81.09$                    6,480.75$           

Bogewong Road SR114 48.7 30,194.00$                     D -$                   

Ginghet Road SR40 47.6 29,512.00$                     D -$                   

Bushs Road SR43 8.7 5,394.00$                       D -$                   

Miralwyn Road SR73 17.9 11,098.00$                     D -$                   

Brewon Road SR112 54.7 33,914.00$                     C -$                   

Billybingbone Road RR7516 18.67 11,532.00$                     C 1,620.00$                1,620.00$           

Merri Merri Road RR202 6.57 7,166.00$                       C -$                   

Sub total  Zone 1 392.29 250,640.00$              5,753.50$                2,266.16$                2,447.02$                -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     10,466.68$         

Road Name
Total Length 

of Road

 Budget Required for 

Entire Road Road 

Category

 Expenditure For 

July  2022 

 Expenditure For 

August  2022 

 Expenditure For 

Sept.  2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Oct.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

Nov. 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Dec.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

Jan. 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Feb.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

March  

 

Expendi

ture For 

April  

 

Expendi

ture For 

May  

 

Expendi

ture For 

June  

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 2

Boorooma Creek Road SR48 19.1 11,842.00$                     E -$                   

Wimbledon Road SR64 3.4 4,278.00$                       E -$                   

Tungra Road SR85 12.7 7,874.00$                       F -$                   

Strathmore Road SR92 16.42 11,904.00$                     E -$                   

Narran Lake Road SR111 61 37,820.00$                     D 4,673.24$                11,897.35$              2,203.81$                18,774.40$         

Lone Pine Road SR70 9.6 5,952.00$                       D 7,879.25$                5,079.42$                130.38$                  13,089.05$         

Kurrajong Road SR110 27.8 17,236.00$                     D 5,995.72$                5,995.72$           

Wilby Wilby Road SR101 28.7 17,794.00$                     D 17,841.20$              17,841.20$         

Grawin Opal Fields Road 0.9 557.00$                           C -$                   

Woodlands Road SR 130 2.33 1,445.00$                       D 3,678.56$                3,678.56$           

Cumborah Town Roads E -$                   

Sub total  Zone 2 181.95 116,702.00$              18,548.21$              20,655.33$              20,175.39$              -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     59,378.93$         
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Road Name
Total Length 

of Road

 Budget Required for 

Entire Road Road 

Category

 Expenditure For 

July  2022 

 Expenditure For 

August  2022 

 Expenditure For 

Sept.  2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Oct.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

Nov. 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Dec.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

Jan. 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Feb.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

March  

 

Expendi

ture For 

April  

 

Expendi

ture For 

May  

 

Expendi

ture For 

June  

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 3 ``

Springs Road SR19 2.7 4,278.00$                       E -$                   

Bonanza Road SR46 16.9 10,478.00$                     E 8,730.00$                8,730.00$           

Schmalkuche Road SR47 14.4 8,928.00$                       E -$                   

Millencowbah Road SR51 27.7 17,174.00$                     E -$                   

Willis Road SR52 14.5 8,990.00$                       F 816.75$                  3,489.75$                4,306.50$           

Koomalah Road SR53 28.4 17,608.00$                     E -$                   

Burranbaa Road SR55 18.1 11,222.00$                     E -$                   

Cambo Road SR61 21.1 13,082.00$                     E -$                   

Wooloroo Road SR69 1 4,278.00$                       E -$                   

Kia-Ora Road SR86 6.8 4,278.00$                       F -$                   

Fabians Road SR88 24.8 15,376.00$                     E -$                   

Banarway Road SR95 1.2 4,278.00$                       D -$                   

Purtle Road SR126 26.8 16,616.00$                     E 3,192.75$                2,524.50$                5,717.25$           

Boora Road SR127 63.8 39,556.00$                     D -$                   

Bore Head Road SR45 5.1 4,278.00$                       D 3,242.78$                49.32$                    3,292.10$           

Lorne Road SR98 6.9 4,278.00$                       D -$                   

Angledool Road SR102 49.3 30,566.00$                     C 4,009.50$                4,009.50$           

Ridge/Sherman Way RR426 70.1 68,275.00$                     C 11,250.00$              12,325.50$              23,575.50$         

Gundabloui Road RR457 40.9 32,798.00$                     C 4,900.50$                4,900.50$           

Sub total  Zone 3 440.5 316,337.00$              23,222.78$              20,344.50$              10,964.07$              -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     54,531.35$         

Road Name
Total Length 

of Road

 Budget Required for 

Entire Road Road 

Category

 Expenditure For 

July  2022 

 Expenditure For 

August  2022 

 Expenditure For 

Sept.  2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Oct.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

Nov. 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Dec.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

Jan. 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Feb.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

March  

 

Expendi

ture For 

April  

 

Expendi

ture For 

May  

 

Expendi

ture For 

June  

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 4

Franxton Road SR1 19 11,780.00$                     E -$                   

Bellara Road SR2 21.4 13,268.00$                     D -$                   

Clarkes Road SR3 6 4,278.00$                       E -$                   

Cryon Road SR5 56.75 35,185.00$                     C -$                   

Woodvale Road SR13 8.96 8,556.00$                       E -$                   

Baroona Road SR14 11.1 6,882.00$                       E -$                   

Pokataroo Road SR15 8.1 5,022.00$                       E -$                   

Perrottets Road SR66 5.9 3,658.00$                       F -$                   

Pagan Creek Road SR79 1.3 4,278.00$                       F -$                   

Fairview Road SR90 12.6 7,812.00$                       F -$                   

Dundee Road SR124 13.9 8,618.00$                       F -$                   

Glen Eden Road SR125 24.6 15,252.00$                     E -$                   

Millie Road SR12 9.1 5,642.00$                       C -$                   

Rossmore Road SR71 10.7 6,634.00$                       C -$                   

Rowena Road SR123 34.5 21,390.00$                     E -$                   

Camerons Road SR128 15.2 9,424.00$                       D -$                   

Mercadool Road SR16 57.7 35,774.00$                     C -$                   

Moomin Road SR59 31 19,220.00$                     D -$                   

Beanbri Road SR117 4.9 4,278.00$                       C -$                   

Pian Creek Road SR121 41.7 25,854.00$                     C -$                   

Old Burren Road SR122 33.9 21,018.00$                     D -$                   

Collarenebri Mission Road SR67 4.6 4,278.00$                       C -$                   

Rowena Town Roads 4,278.00$                  D -$                   

Sub total  Zone 4 432.91 282,379.00$              -$                        -$                        -$                        -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$                   
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Road Name
Total Length 

of Road

 Budget Required for 

Entire Road Road 

Category

 Expenditure For 

July  2022 

 Expenditure For 

August  2022 

 Expenditure For 

Sept.  2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Oct.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

Nov. 

 Expenditure 

For Dec.  

2022 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Jan. 

 

Expendi

ture For 

Feb.  

 

Expendi

ture For 

March  

 

Expendi

ture For 

April  

 

Expendi

ture For 

May  

 

Expendi

ture For 

June  

 Total Cost to 

Date 

Zone 5 ``

Pampas Road SR7 16.3 10,106.00$                     E 3,570.00$                3,570.00$           

Wombo Road SR25 17.7 10,974.00$                     E -$                   

Hardys Lease Road SR26 16 9,920.00$                       E -$                   

Colrose Road SR27 20.6 12,772.00$                     E -$                   

Wingadee Road SR28 11.8 7,316.00$                       E 2,040.00$                2,040.00$           

Epping Road SR57 15.4 9,548.00$                       E -$                   

Middle Route Road SR72 9.6 5,952.00$                       E -$                   

Gidginbilla Road SR75 7.4 4,588.00$                       E -$                   

Proctors Road SR82 4.4 4,278.00$                       F -$                   

Drilldool Road SR83 5.1 4,278.00$                       F -$                   

Belaba Road SR89 11.2 6,944.00$                       F -$                   

Hollywood Lane SR119 29.9 18,538.00$                     E 2,465.00$                2,465.00$           

O'Niels Road SR131 31.1 19,282.00$                     D -$                   

Tareela Road SR17 19.4 12,028.00$                     D 3,230.00$                3,230.00$           

Meadow Plains Road SR21 23.9 14,818.00$                     D -$                   

Marlbone Road SR24 28.4 17,608.00$                     D -$                   

Nilma Road SR30 37.8 23,436.00$                     D -$                   

Bugilbone Road SR103 28.7 32,725.00$                     C -$                   

Goangra Road SR116 16.4 10,168.00$                     D 4,444.02$                4,444.02$           

Yarraldool Road SR118 41.3 25,606.00$                     C -$                   

Haynes Hut SR68 4.5 2,790.00$                       E -$                   

Come By Chance Road RR7716 60.9 65,450.00$                     C -$                   

Sub total  Zone 5 457.8 329,125.00$              -$                        15,749.02$              -$     -$     -$             -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     15,749.02$         

Total 1,905.45 1,295,183.00 47,524.49$              43,265.99$              49,335.50$              -$     -$     -$             -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     -$     140,125.98$       

Actual Budget 49,335.50$   Month total
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9.3.2 SERVICE PROGRESS REPORT AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 

2022 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 

AUTHOR:  Bob Stephen – Director Engineering/Technical Services 

FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0159 

 
Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council with regards Engineering Services works 
progress up to 30th September 2022. 
 
Background: 
The revised budget of the Engineering and Technical Service Department for capital & 

maintenance works, Quarry management, fleet management, water works, parks & garden, 

Walgett weir and engineering administration for 2022/2023 is $30,257,645. 

The breakdown of the budget is as follows:  

Breakdown of budgets: 

Items Budget 
Expenditure up to 31st  
August 2022  

(%) 

Transportation including RMCC works $23,375,530 $6,672,369 29 

Water  works ( maintenance) $3,379,772 $400,405 12 

Water  works ( Capital) $1,925,765 $113,590 6 

Sewer works ( Maintenance works) $1,076,578 $130,857 12 

Sewer works (Capital works) $500,000 $222,504 45 

TOTAL $30,257,645 $7,539,725 25 

 
Current Position: 
The status of work progress is as follows: 
 

Items Status  

Goangra Bridge Work ongoing – see Monthly Major 
Projects Report 

Flooding has stopped works 

Come By Chance Work ongoing – see Monthly Major 
Projects Report 

Flooding has stopped works 

Lorne Road  Council and Subcontactors to 
commence work October 2022 

Works to commence end October 
2022, weather permitting 

Burranbaa Road Work ongoing – see Monthly Major 
Projects Report 

Continued wet conditions have 
delayed further progress of works 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
2022/23 Operational Plan and Budget 
 
Governance issues: 
Due processes are followed on a routine basis i.e. procurement and tendering. 
 
Environmental issues: 
Various environmental issues are assessed on a project-by-project basis to ensure any 
environmental legislation is complied with. 
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Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire  
Walgett Shire Residents and Rate Payers  
Contractors 
 
Financial Implications: 
As of 30th September 2022, $7,539,725 expended. 

Alternative Solutions/Options:  

Nil 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will continue to monitor the work progress of all the activities to ensure the works are 
completed within the guidelines and project estimates. 
 

Service Progress Report – As at 30 September 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Engineering Services monthly works progress report for 
September 2022. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 

 
Attachment:  
Nil 
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9.3.3 MONTHLY MAJOR PROJECTS REPORT AS AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 

2022 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 

AUTHOR:  Tim McLoughlin – Project Manager/Technical Services 

FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0160 

Summary: 
The purpose of this report is to update Council about the Major Projects programme 
in the Shire for the period ending 30th September 2022. 
 
Background: 
The shire currently has several major projects in progress being: 

 Goangra Bridge – Further works have stopped due to flooding. 

 Come by Chance Road reconstruction and seal – Borrow pit developed. Further works 
have stopped due to flooding. 

 Burranbaa Road reconstruction and reseal – approx. 90% of bulk earthworks are done. 
Wet conditions are hampering further progress. 

 Lorne Road reconstruction and reseal – works to start end October 2022, weather 
permitting (self-deliver). 

Details of project progress are detailed in the attached report.  

Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Residents 

Funding Bodies 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
  
Conclusion: 
Council has established a system to monitor progress continually to keep within the 
approved budget. 
 
  
Monthly Major Project Progress Report – September 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Monthly Major Projects Report for September 2022. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments:  
Major Project Report 
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GOANGRA BRIDGE 
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1.0% Road Furniture - Sign Posts item 1 0.0% 0.0%

1.0% Road Furniture - Guide Posts item 1 0.0% 0.0%

1.0% Sealing item 1 0.0% 0.0%

2.0% Placement of Gravel item 1 0.0% 0.0%

2.0% Stabilisation item 1 0.0% 0.0%

2.0% Placement of Bulk fill Cut item 1 0.0% 0.0%

3.0%
Install Guard Rails and approach Guard 

Rails
item 1 0.0% 0.0%

4.0% Form and Pour Bridge Deck item 1 0.0% 0.0%

22.0% Install Bridge Girders Item 12 0.4% 5.0% 0.1

4.0% Install Headstock North item 1 0.0% 0.0%

4.0% Install Headstock South item 1 100.0% 100.0% 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

4.0% Form and Pour Cross Beam North item 1 0.0% 0.0%

4.0% Form and Pour Cross Beam South item 1 0.0% 0.0%

4.0% Install Concrete Pile Group North item 4 0.0% 0.0%

4.0% Install Concrete Pile Group South item 4 25.0% 100.0% 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

3.5% Install Abutment North Item 1 70.0% 70.0% 0.3 0.4

3.5% Install Abutment South Item 1 100.0% 100.0% 0.3 0.4 0.3

3.0% Demolish existing Bridge Item 1 30.0% 30.0% 0.1 0.2

22.0% Fabricate Prercaste Items Item 1 100.0% 100.0% 1

5.0% Complete Design Item 1 100.0% 100.0% 1

1.0% Award Contract Item 1 100.0% 100.0% 1

100.0%

Project Status 39.94%

Wet weather and raised river levels have prevented any progress in the last Month. The contractor was on site for 4 days, however rising 

river levels forced them to abandon work.  Contractor is planning to be back on site week starting 24th however the weather forcast does 

not look good. The work site has been under water for the last month (Greater than 5.5m depth) with the highest level being 7.6m. Long 

range weather forcast is for this pattern of weather to continue until Febuary 2023
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COME BY CHANCE ROAD 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

%
 o

f 
P

ro
je

c
t

Task Units
Contract 

Quantity

%
 C

o
m

p
le

te

Quantity 

Complete

O
ff

 s
it

e
 a

c
ti

v
it

y

0

 C
H

 2
0
0
0

 C
H

 4
0
0
0

 C
H

 6
0
0
0

 C
H

 8
0
0
0

 C
H

 1
0
0
0
0

 C
H

 1
2
0
0
0

 C
H

 1
4
0
0
0

 C
H

 1
6
0
0
0

 C
H

 1
8
0
0
0

 C
H

 2
0
0
0
0

 C
H

 2
2
0
0
0

 C
H

 2
4
0
0
0

 C
H

 2
6
0
0
0

 C
H

 2
8
0
0
0

 C
H

 3
0
0
0
0

 C
H

 3
2
0
0
0

 C
H

 3
4
0
0
0

 C
H

 3
6
0
0
0

 C
H

 3
8
0
0
0

 C
H

 4
0
0
0
0

 C
H

 4
2
0
0
0

 C
H

 4
4
0
0
0

 C
H

 4
6
0
0
0

 C
H

 4
8
0
0
0

 C
H

 5
0
0
0
0

 C
H

 5
2
0
0
0

 C
H

 5
4
0
0
0

 C
H

 5
6
0
0
0

 C
H

 5
8
0
0
0

 C
H

 6
0
0
0
0

 C
H

 6
2
0
0
0

2.5% Road Furniture - Sign Posts item 10,000 0.0% 0

2.5% Road Furniture - Guide Posts item 408 0.0% 0

20.0% Sealing M2 10,000 0.0% 0

20.0% Placement of Gravel tonne 220,000 0.0% 0

20.0% Stabilisation M2 10,000 0.0% 0

10.0% Placement of Bulk fill Cut M3 27,847 0.0% 0

10.0% Placement of Bulk fill Fill M3 33,662 0.0% 0

5.0% Proof roll and removal of Unsuitable M2 787,500 0.0% 0

5.0% Installation of Culverts and pipes EA 35 0.0% 0

5.0% Clearing of Vegetation M2 1,089,820 0.0% 0

1.0% Transport Gravel to Stockpiles tonne 10,000 0.0% 0

1.0% Winning of Gravel tonne 220,000 18.2% 40000 40000

102.0%

Project status 0.18%

Wet weather has prevented access to the worksite and wet weather continues to keep the work site saturated. It is unlikely that 

work can commence before February 2023
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BURRANBAA ROAD 
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2.5% Road Furniture - Sign Posts item 10000 0.0% 0

2.5% Road Furniture - Guide Posts item 408 0.0% 0

20.0% Sealing M2 10000 0.0% 0

20.0% Placement of Gravel tonne 10000 0.0% 0

20.0% Stabilisation M2 100000 39.6% 39600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600 3600

10.0% Placement of Bulk fill Cut M3 27846.94 93.4% 26000 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300

5.0% Proof roll and removal of Unsuitable M2 377200 98.8% 372750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750 17750

5.0% Installation of Culverts and pipes EA 35 0.0% 0

5.0% Clearing of Vegetation M2 377200 101.2% 381600 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900 15900

90.0%

Project status 27.26%

Weather has prevented work for the last Month. Current status remains approximately 95 % of the earthworks complete. Stabilisation has been done for approximately 

40% of the Project. Wet weather continues to interrupt progress.
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LORNE ROAD 
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0.3% Road Furniture - Sign Posts item 10 0.0% 0

0.3% Road Furniture - Guide Posts item 80 0.0% 0

0.3% Road Furniture - Line Marking m 5100 0.0% 0

19.0% Sealing M2 40748 0.0% 0

31.0% Placement of Gravel tonne 23350 0.0% 0

21.0% Stabilisation M2 51000 0.0% 0

4.0% Placement of Bulk fill Cut M3 4164 0.0% 0

1.0% Proof roll and removal of Unsuitable M2 56100 0.0% 0

0.6% Installation of Culverts and pipes EA 1 0.0% 0

5.0% Clearing of Vegetation M2 204000 0.0% 0

3.5% Preliminary - Site oncosts item 1 0.0% 0

3.5% Preliminary - Traffic control item 1 0.0% 0

7.0% Preliminary - Site establishment item 1 0.0% 0

3.5% Project Management item 1 0.0% 0

100.0%

Project status 0.00%

Council will commencework late October. Work is expected to take 3 months Weather dependent. 

Council expects progress on this project due to good drainage of the work site
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9.3.4 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 

INFORMATION FROM DIRECTOR ENGINEERING/TECHNICAL 

SERVICES 

 
REPORTING SECTION: Engineering / Technical Services 

AUTHOR:  Bob Stephen – Director Engineering/Technical Services 

FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0162 

 
Summary: 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Engineering/Technical Services division. 
 
Background: 
For Councillor information purposes, the following is advised: 
 
1. Walgett  
  
 Trevallion Park 

 New toilets installed and will be operational in the next few weeks 

   
 Sewer Treatment Plant  

 Trickle Filter Tank 1 – foundation and cracks now repaired. All sealing 
completed , we are now planning putting filter rocks back. 

 Effluent ponds dangerously high.  We are in the process of arranging an 
emergency release to reduce the risk of an environmental breach. 

2. Rowena 
 

 Borehead Rowena 

  Installation of SCADA – in process 
 

 Drainage  

 Grant has be awarded for Flood Mitigation work at Rowena 

 New water tank and ultra violet filter to be installed as soon as weather allows 
 

3. Collarenebri  

 Kerb and gutter works have been completed in High Street and Herbert street 

 Grant awarded for upgrade of caravan park at showground 

                 

4. Lightning Ridge 

 Kaolin street and Agate street have had kerb and gutter, footpath and some drainage 
works some seal work still to be carried out to complete project 

 3 Mile Road has concrete floodway installed and seal will be completed when 
weather improves. Signage has also been ordered. 

 
5. Grawin 

 Sealing competed on miner Road to Grid 

 Still in process of getting more of the Miners Road Gazetted 
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6. RMCC  

 Works order received for Heavy Patching on Gwydir Highway 

 Waiting on works orders for two section of the Kamilaroi highway between Walgett 
and Burren Junction for edge repair and seal 

 No project work has been carried on September due to wet weather 
 
 
 

Matters Generally For Brief Mention or Information from the Director Engineering/ 
Technical Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters generally for brief mention or information from the Director Engineering/ 
Technical Services, be received and noted.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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9.4 DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

9.4.1 DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS SEPTEMBER 2022 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning 
AUTHOR:    Kimley Talbert - Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0167 

 
Summary: 
This report is to advise the September 2022 development approvals for the information of 

Council and to ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & 

Assessment Act 1979 and Section 124 of the associated Regulation. 

 
Background: 
To ensure the validity of a development consent in any legal proceedings, all development 

consents and complying development certificates are to be notified to the public within 3 

months of the date of consent. The only exception is any development that may have Court 

proceedings commenced before the expiration of 3 months from the date on which the public 

notice was given. 

 
Current Position: 
To ensure compliance with Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 
1979 and Section 124 of the associated Regulation, Council publishes a notice each month 
on/in Council’s website, E-Bulletin and Facebook Page in relation to development approvals 
for the previous month. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following developments have been lodged and are 
currently waiting a determination. Please note, this is only current as at 1 October- 
 
Development Applications 
 

Appl. No Address Title Development Status 

DA2021/46 110 George 
Sands Way, 
WALGETT. 

Lot 43 

DP 752271 

Torrens title 
subdivision at 
Namoi Reserve. 

On hold 

DA2021/54 Kamilaroi 
Highway, 
WALGETT. 

Lot 2 & lot 34 

DP 752697 

Torrens title 
subdivision at 
Gingie Reserve. 

On hold 

DA2022/53 70 Morilla Street 
Lightning Ridge  

Lot 437 
DP761273 & 
Lot 1970 DP 
763798 

Storage Shed Awaiting 
Additional 
Information 

DA2022/54 62 Walgett Street 
Collarenebri 

Lot 2 
DP8708966 

Multi - Unit 
Housing, Hospital 
workers 
accommodation   

Assessment 
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DA2022/55 141-155 Fox 
Street Walgett 

Lots 73 & 21 
DP 7503133 

Four separate 
workers housing 
units 

Assessment 

DA2022/56 58 Wee Waa 
Street Walgett 

Lots 30 DP 
564929, Lot 
27& 28 
DP549129 

New commercial 
kitchen Fit-out 

Awaiting 
additional 
information 

DA2022/57 982 Gundabloui 
Road 
Collarenebri 

Lot 6232 DP 
549129 

Expanding existing 
Gravel quarry 

Under 
neighbour 
notification 

DA2022/58 982 Gundabbloui- 
Road 
Collarenebri 

Lot 6232 DP 
752646 

Expanding Second 
gravel quarry 

Under 
neighbour 
notification 

DA2022/60 23037 
Castlereagh 
Highway 
Angledool 

Lot 1 
DP1086785  

Expanding existing 
gravel quarry  

Under 
Neighbour 
notification 

DA2022/43 “Bando” 
Koomalah Road 
Ligfhtning Ridge 

Lot 3189 DP 
765394 

Extension and 
Operation of an 
Existing quarry 

Council 
approved 

DA2022/48 28 Warrena 
Street Walgett 

Lot D 
DP392928 

Multi cabins, shop 
and nursery  

Refused non- 
compliant with 
planning issues 

 
Governance issues: 
Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 

 Walgett Shire Council 

 Developer/s 

 Residents of Walgett Shire Council 
 
Financial implications: 
Nil 
 
Alternative solutions: 
Nil 
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Development Approvals September 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Development Approvals Report for September 2022. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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9.4.2 WALGETT SHIRE LOCAL HERITAGE FUND GRANTS 2022/2023 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Planning 
AUTHOR:    Kimley Talbert - Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0166 

 
Summary: 
 
Applications for Council’s annual Local Heritage Grants closed on 9 September 2022, 
following Council’s written notification of the funding program to the owners of all heritage 
listed properties.  A number of potential applicants contacted Council’s Heritage Advisor about 
potential grants, however only two applications were received.  These have been assessed 
by Council’s Heritage Advisor.  This report details the applications received and recommends 
that grants be allocated from the fund in accordance with recommendations provided by 
Council’s Heritage Advisor.  
 

Background 

 

Council has agreed a budget of $5,500 for the 2022-23 Local Heritage Grants program.  
Owners of properties that are included in Schedule 5 (the Heritage Schedule) of the Walgett 
Local Environmental Plan 2013 were advised by mail of the current heritage grant program in 
Council letters mailed in July 2021.  (Private owners only were notified; public authorities are 
not eligible for the grants).  
 
This program is run under the auspices of Heritage NSW which contributes a proportion of 
funding and which sets broad guidelines for its operation that Councils adopt. The Heritage 
NSW grant to Council for the 2022-23 program is $5,500 (ex GST) for to Council for the 
program. The grants program is fully funded by Heritage NSW for this calendar year. 
 
Eligible projects must generally be: 

 Aimed at maintaining, preserving or restoring the heritage values of a place; 

 Generally approved on a dollar-for-dollar basis.  Contributions in the form of labour 
and/or materials can be considered;  

 Subject to an upper funding limit by Council of $5000.  This can be varied depending 
on the number of applications received; 

 Not used for improvements, such as new kitchens or bathrooms; and 

 Not available to public organisations like Council or State Government agencies. 
 
Property owners were advised of these guidelines in the letter Council sent.  Applications for 
grant funding closed on 9 September 2022, although the deadline was extended to the end 
of September to accommodate any late applications. Two applications were received and 
both projects are recommended for funding. 
 

Current Position 

 

Applications for funding under the Local Government Heritage Grant program 

Walgett Shire Council’s Heritage Advisor evaluated the received applications and has 

recommended that the grants be dispersed as shown in the following table:  



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 27 OCTOBER 2022 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

270 
 

Applicant Address Project 

description 

Project 

cost 

Grant 

requested 

Grant 

recomme-

nded 

Applicant  

contribut-

ion 

Mark 

Jones 

52 Wareena 

Street 

WALGETT 

Repairs to 

timberwork. 

Repainting. 

$2,530.06 

 

$1,265.00 

 

$1,265.00 

 

$1,265.06 

 

Barbara 

Moritz. 

Heritage 

Cottage 

Hospital 

Gallery 

Bush Cottage 

Hospital, 

7 Morilla 

Street, 

LIGHTNING 

RIDGE 

New sign $330.00 

 

$330.00 $330.00 Volunteer 

hours 

Totals $2,860.06 $1,595.00 $1,595.00  

 

The total of funds sought is $1,595.00. All recommended grants are dollar-for dollar and are 

equal to or less than the nominated maximum of $5,000 under the fund’s guidelines and, 

except for the sign for Spicers Cottage/Bush Nurses Home.   

The applications received are discussed below. 

 The house at 52 Warreena Street, Walgett, is a rare example of a largely intact 
vernacular weatherboard bungalow built for the Shire Clerk during Walgett’s early 
period of growth in the Federation period. 

 The Heritage Cottage Hospital Gallery is seeking to replace a deteriorated sign. The 
museum is a key tourism activity for Lightning Ridge. The sign would help encourage 
tourism. 

 
The Heritage Advisor’s full assessment is included at Attachment 1 to this Report. 
 

Relevant Reference Documents 

Heritage schedule in the Walgett Local Environmental Plan 2013. 
Walgett Shire Council Guidelines: Local Heritage Fund 2022-2023 
 

Proposal 

To approve the extension and operation of an existing quarry providing road base material. 

 

Governance Issues 

Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1993 establishes Council’s charter, which includes:  
* to exercise community leadership 
* to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment 
of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development 
* to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions 
* to engage in long-term strategic planning on behalf of the local community 
* to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and promotes social justice 
principles of equity, access, participation and rights 
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Environmental Issues 
Grants from the Local Heritage Fund are one of the most significant methods by which 

Council facilitates the retention and conservation of local heritage items. 

Stakeholders 
Public 
Affected Land Owners 
Walgett Shire Council 
Heritage NSW 
 
Financial Implications 
Council has budgeted $5,500 for local heritage grant projects in 2022-23, which is equal to 
the amount of funding received from Heritage NSW under its Local Heritage programs. A claim 
for funds from the Heritage NSW must be made by Council at the end of the 2022-23 financial 
year and on successful completion of the agreed projects. A requirement of the Heritage NSW 
funding is that the fund be dispersed with regard for the recommendations of Council’s 
Heritage Advisor. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options 
Decline to offer grants:- Council could decline to offer local heritage fund grants.  This has not 
been recommended as owners of heritage items and people concerned about heritage would 
probably perceive this as an adverse outcome.  
 
Vary the grant amounts:- Council could increase or decrease the amount of local heritage fund 
grants.  In this context it is relevant to note that: 

 There is a limited amount of funding available to Council from Heritage NSW 

 The amounts have been recommended by Council’s Heritage Advisor with regard for 
the heritage merits of the respective applications; 

 Variations have been proposed where considered appropriate. 
 

Conclusion 

Local Heritage Fund grants are an important mechanism for Council to facilitate the 
maintenance of local heritage items by landowners. 
 

Walgett Shire Local Heritage Fund Grants 2022-2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to disperse a maximum of $1,595, from the Walgett Shire 
Council Local Heritage Fund 2022-2023, in accordance with the recommendations of 
Council’s Heritage Advisor; being a total of $1,265 granted to Mark Jones and $330 granted 
to Heritage Cottage Hospital Gallery (Barbara Moitz). 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Heritage Advisor’s assessment of the Local Government Heritage Grant applications for 2022-
2023  
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Heritage Advisor’s Assessment Report for the 2022-2023 Local 
Heritage Fund applications received 
 
The table below is a summary of the Local Heritage Fund applications received. An 
assessment of each project is provided, together with a recommendation to approve a grant 
and conditions for each grant.  
 

Summary report of projects 

 
Applicant Address Project 

description 

Project 

cost 

Grant 

requested 

Grant 

recomme-

nded 

Applicant  

contribut-

ion 

Mark 

Jones 

52 

Warreena 

Street 

WALGETT 

Replaceme

nt of rotted 

weatherboa

rds. 

Repainting 

$2,530 

 

$1,265 

 

$1,265 

 

$1,265  

Plus the 

owner will 

undertake 

the work 

himself. 

 

Barbara 

Moritz. 

Heritage 

Cottage 

Hospital 

Gallery 

Bush 

Cottage 

Hospital, 

7 Morilla 

Street, 

LIGHTNING 

RIDGE 

New sign $330 $330 $330 Volunteer 

work 

Totals $2,860 $1,595 $1,595 $1,265 
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House, 52 Warreena Street, Walgett 

Applicant Mr Mark Jones 

Heritage item The house is a locally listed heritage item. 

Cost of works Unable to be determined as the quote ($15,437) provided included a 
more extensive range of works.  

Grant requested $2,530. This is the cost for materials only. The home owner will 
undertake the work. 

Proposed work The works described in the grant application are: 

 replace rotted weatherboards 

 repainting of the house 

Assessment The house at 52 Warreena Street is a rare example of a largely intact 
vernacular weatherboard bungalow built for the Shire Clerk during 
Walgett’s early period of growth in the Federation period. 
 
Some of the weatherboards are in a deteriorated condition. The house 
needs repainting. 

Recommendation That the following work be the subject of a grant: 

 Repairs to existing timberwork 

 Repainting of the house 
That funding be approved for $1,265. 

Conditions  New weatherboards must match the existing.  

 Waste materials must be managed on the site and then disposed of 
at a waste management facility.  

 The work must be undertaken in accordance with any relevant 
SafeWork NSW guidelines and Codes of Practice.  
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Spicers Cottage and Bush Nurses Cottage Hospital building,  
7 Morilla Street, Lightning Ridge 
 

Applicant Heritage Cottage Hospital Gallery (Barbara Moritz) 

Heritage item The Bush Nurse Association Cottage is a locally listed heritage item. 
The Bush Nurse Association Cottage is set behind Spicer’s Hut. It is a 
fine timber building now used as museum by the Lightning Ridge 
Historical Society. 

Cost of works $330 

Grant requested $300 

Proposed work A new sign fixed to the existing sign at the site. 

Assessment The museum is heritage listed and provides a worthwhile tourism 
facility for the town. The project is considered worth funding to ensure 
the ongoing survival of the historic complex by encouraging visitation. 

Recommendation That funding be approved for $330 
This amount is greater than the 50% maximum recommended by the 
guidelines for the Local Heritage Fund, but is considered appropriate 
due to the association of the place with the Lightning Ridge Historical 
Society, a community organisation, and its contribution to tourism in 
Lightning Ridge. 

Conditions  The work must be undertaken in accordance with any relevant 
SafeWork NSW guidelines and Codes of Practice. 

 The work must be structurally adequate  

 Waste materials must be managed on the site and then disposed 
of at a waste management facility.  

 A copy of the paid tax invoice must be provided to council to 
confirm that the contractor has been paid. 

 

 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA – 27 OCTOBER 2022 – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

275 
 

9.4.3 MATTERS GENERALLY FOR BRIEF MENTION OR 

INFORMATION FROM DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Environmental Services 
AUTHOR:    Kimley Talbert - Director Environmental Services 
FILE NUMBER:   22/10/0168 

 
This report provides notes on items for brief mention, or information only, on more significant 
matters recently arising in the Planning & Regulatory Services Division. 
 
For Councillor Information purposes, the following applications were received during 
September 2022. 
  
Outstanding Notice Certificate 
 
1 
 
Construction Certificate 
 
2 @ present awaiting additional information 
 
Food Shop Inspections  
 
Nil 
 
Swimming Pool Compliance Certificates 
 
1 
 
Activity Approvals 
 
Three activity approval applications received for new amenity building projects.  
 
Current Building Project Under Construction 
 

 Shop/Office and five cabins at 20 Morilla Street Lightning Ridge 

 Private garage @ 38 Warrena Street Walgett 

 Storage Units @ 40 Nobby Road Lightning Ridge 

 99 Wee Waa Street Walgett Multi Unit housing project 

 New shade structure Lightning Ridge Bowling Club 
 
Other Activity 
 
Attended: Food Authority training day at Dubbo 

 

Planning Certificates:  

September – Twenty one (21) 10.7 Planning Certificates have been issued.  
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OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ACTIVITIES 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
The matter concerning the Notice of Variation of Environment Protection licence and an action 
plan covering the methodology of disposal of contaminated concrete waste and the time frame 
involved with it’s disposal. The amended Response sent to the (EPA).  
 
NSW HEALTH – Mosquito Monitoring 
Mosquito traps now will be installed at Apex Park and Alex Trevallion Park Walgett, where 
weekly captured mosquito’s, will be dispatched to Medical Entomology Unit at Westmead 
Hospital.  
 
On line Meeting Held with Roads to Home  
Discussion held with five persons representing NSW Roads to Home and council’s 
representatives, Michael Urquhart, Kevin Dunshea and Kimley Talbert, covering all of the 
outstanding matters concerning the aboriginal mission’s sub-division development 
applications for Gingie and Namoi Villages. 
 
 
September 2022 Animal Impounding Records 
Month of September- impounded 10 dogs 8 dogs were rehomed and two dogs released to 
owners and two cats impounded. During the month, issued two dangerous dog orders, from a 
dog attack on a person in a public place and on a small breed dog, where it was mutilated and 
killed on the person’s property.  Also received complaints from nuisance issues generated 
from dog control and feral cat issues. 
 
During September the RSPCA were present, and carried out 50 cats to be de-sexed along 
with PETCARE days Namoi and Gingie Villages. 
 
Grawin Waste Depot 
During September had a contractor carry out earth-works of clearing the fence line of 
approximately 400 lineal metres of site area in preparation of the waste depot fence line. 
 
Enquiries 
Received from the persons interested in a knock down and rebuild on a rural property and the 
replacement of the roof structure located at the Lightning Ridge Golf Club.  A Development 
application has been received for the club roof replacement.  
 

Matters Generally for Brief Mention or Information from Director Environmental 
Services 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the matters generally for brief mention or information from the Director Environmental 
Services, be received and noted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 

Attachments: 

Nil 
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10. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
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11. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE        
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AGENDA FOR  

CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Thursday 27th October 2022 
  

 

 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Closed Council Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held at 
Walgett Shire Council Chambers on 27th October 2022 to discuss the items 
listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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AGENDA 

12. MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 

MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
Time: ………… 
 
That the public be excluded from the meeting pursuant to Sections 10A (2)  (c) & (d) of the 
Local Government Act 1993 on the basis that the items deal with: 
(c) That information that would, if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person 
with whom the Council is conducting business (or proposed to conduct business) 
 
(d) That the matter and information is commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
 

13. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS/CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 13.1  GENERAL MANAGER  
 
 13.1.1  Lease to Graincorp Operations Limited – Part Road Reserve  
   Adjacent to Kamilaroi Highway, Burren Junction 
 
 13.2  CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 
 13.2.1  Licence agreement between Walgett Shire Council and PCYC  
   Walgett  
 
 13.2.2  Write-Off Various Sundry Debtor Amounts 
 
 13.3  DIRECTOR ENGINEERING/TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 
 13.3.1  RFT 20016 – Supply and Delivery of one CCF Class 17.5 Vibrating 
   Padfoot Drum Roller 
 
 13.3.2  RFT 20017 – Supply and Delivery of one 20T Ballasted Pneumatic 
   Tyred Roller 
 
 13.3.3  RFT 20018 – Supply and Delivery of one 20T Ballasted Pneumatic 
   Tyred Roller   
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14. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 

 

Return to open session 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council return to open session. 
 
Moved:      
Seconded:   
  

 
 

15. ADOPTION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 

 

Adoption of closed session reports 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the recommendations of the Closed Committee Reports 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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16. CLOSE OF MEETING                         

 
 Time: ……………… 

 
 
 
 
 

 


