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WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 
 
22nd  September 2009 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
PO Box 31 
WALGETT  NSW  2832 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Ordinary Meeting of Walgett Shire Council will be held in the 
Carinda Hall commencing at 10.00am. 
 
 

AGENDA 

1. Opening of Meeting 

2. Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands within the Walgett Shire and I 
would also like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now 
reside within this Shire. 

3. Apologies 

4. Welcome to Visitors 

5. Public Forum Presentations  
(Limited to five minute presentations, and must relate to items listed within the Business Paper) 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 

8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 

9. Mayoral Minutes 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given 

11. Presentation of Petitions 
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12. Councillor’s Questions with Notice 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 
1.   ............................................................... 33 Camps on Claims Working Group Minutes
2.   ................................................................... 41 North West Weight of Loads Committee

14. Reservation of items for Debate  

15. Reports of Officers 

GENERAL MANAGER 
3.   ..................... 46 Delegates and Representatives to, and Members of, External Bodies
4.   ................................................... 49 Closedown of Administration over Festive Season
5.   ........................................................................ 50 Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor
6.   ........................................ 52 Ordinary Council Meetings – Dates and Venues for 2010

 DIRECTOR CORPORATE & COMMUNITY SERVICES 
7.   ................................................................ 54 Country and Regional Living Expo Report
8.   ............................................................................ 57 Walgett Library Building Extension
9.   ............................................................... 60 Community Consultation Summary Report
10.   .................................................................. 63 Annual Financial Statements 2008-2009
11.   ................................... 65 Cash on Hand and Investment Report as at 31 August 2009

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES 
12.   ....................... 78 Development and Complying Development Certificate  Applications
13.   .................................................. 81 Proposal to Dedicate  Crown Land as Public Road
14.   ................................................................... 86 Camping at Burren Junction Bore Baths

DIRECTOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
15.   ................................................................................. 93 Doctors Surgery Status Report
16.   ...................................... 95 Water and Sewerage Program for Aboriginal Communities
17.   .......................................................................................... 120 Water Restriction Policy

DIRECTOR RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
18.   ............................ 126 Burren Junction Rescue Squad (VRA) - Request for Assistance

 

16. Reports of Committees 

17. Questions without notice from Councillors 

18. Confidential Reports/Closed Council Meeting 
Walgett Community Festival Report  

19. Close of Meeting 
 

3. Apologies 
 

September 2009   Page 3 of 3 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

6. Declaration of Pecuniary/Non Pecuniary Interests 
 

7. Confirmation of Minutes 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25th August 2009 be confirmed. 
 
 

September 2009   Page 27 of 27 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 
 

September 2009   Page 28 of 28 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

September 2009   Page 29 of 29 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

September 2009   Page 30 of 30 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the minutes of the Council Extraordinary Meeting held on 31st August 2009 be 

confirmed. 
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8. Reserve Trust Management Committee Reports 
 

9. Mayoral Minutes 
 

10. Motions of which Notice has been given 
 
 

11. Presentation of Petitions 
 

12. Councillors Questions with Notice 
 
Clr Greenaway: 
 
Question 1:  
 
 What are the rules regarding vehicles parking in front of the Council Chambers (on the lawn or 
concrete area) in Fox Street? 
  
Response: 
 
There are no formal rules regarding parking on the lawn or concrete area at the front of the 
Council Chambers.  Occasionally trades people park on the lawn when it facilitates their work on 
the Council building.  Adjoining the disabled access ramp there is a brick and concrete area which 
is used periodically by disabled people for parking vehicles.  This facilitates access, especially for 
people in wheel chairs, to the access ramp.  At the present time there are no markings indicating 
that this is a disabled car park. 
 
Question 2: 
 
Could Councillors be given the following information:- 
 

(a)  List of Consultants working for the Council 
(b)  What work is each Consultant carrying out for Council 
(c)  Total cost of each Consultant for each project since 1/7/09 

 
Response: 
 
The following consultants have worked for Walgett Shire Council for the period 01/07/2009 to 
17/09/2009: 
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Name         Cost exl GST 
Strategic Consulting Solutions HR     $14,660 
GHD Pty Limited   Bridge Design    $24,524 
M Ryan & Associates   Engineering    $  6,900 
Ingle & Associates   Rates/System Analysis/IT  $17,830 
Brian Vaughan   Health & Building   $     459 
Hunter Council Regional 
Procurement    Purchasing    $  4,800 
 
 

13. Reports of Delegates and Representatives 
 

1. CAMPS ON CLAIMS WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   09/39 

 
 
Summary: 
 
Minutes of external bodies are generally placed before Council for noting and discussion where 
appropriate. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The draft minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting held on 19 August 2009 are 
attached. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

• Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy prepared by Edge Land Planning, 
dated October 2008 (To be updated as per Council resolutions 24 February 2009). 

• Outcomes Summary from the Walgett Shire Growth Management Study and Strategy 
Councillor Workshop held on 17 February 2009. 

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
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Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the draft minutes of the Camps on Claims Working Group meeting held on 19 

August 2009. 
 
Attachments 
 
A – Draft minutes of the camps on Claims Working Group Meeting 19 August 2009 
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Attachment A – Draft minutes of the camps on Claims Working Group Meeting 19 August 2009 
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2. NORTH WEST WEIGHT OF LOADS COMMITTEE 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/65 

 
 
Summary: 
 
Council is a member of the North West Weight of Loads Group.  This report informs Council of the 
recent expenditure incurred as a result of this commitment and provides the minutes of their June 
2009 committee meeting. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council is a member of the North West Weight of Loads Group (NWWOLG).  NWWOLG provides 
an enforcement capability to Council to police the compliance of heavy vehicle operators with 
statutory vehicle mass limits.  The Group works in cooperation with RTA compliance officers, 
however their operations are not limited to State Highways. 
 
Moree Plains Shire Council administers the Group and all financial transactions occur through 
their accounts.  Walgett is invoiced quarterly when it is not in credit. 
 
Council income and expenditure for 2008/2009 has been as follows: 
 

Income 
Ordinance Fines Received -54,894  
Share of RTA Funding -45,223  
TOTAL INCOME  -100,117 
Expenditure 
Policing Classified Roads 48,699  
Policing Shire Roads 41,361  
Legal Costs 6,354  
Administration Costs 9,074  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE  105,488 
BALANCE – Total Cost of Program:  5,371 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Minutes of NWWOLG 15 June 2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
All Heavy Vehicle Operators in Walgett Shire 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council note the minutes of the North West Weight of Loads Group and 

Council's 2008/2009 expenditure. 
 
 
Attachments 
 
North West Weight of Loads Group Minutes: 
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14. Reservation of items for Debate 
 
 

15. Reports of Officers 

3. DELEGATES AND REPRESENTATIVES TO, AND MEMBERS OF, 
EXTERNAL BODIES 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1454 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The term of appointment of many Council representatives and delegates is one year, terminating 
in September. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Attached is a schedule identifying Councillors and staff who are currently involved in external 
bodies on behalf of Council. It should be noted that Councillors Woodcock and Greenaway have 
been elected to the Castlereagh Macquarie County Council for a term of four years. 
 
It should be further noted that: the Barwon Darling Alliance is no longer operational; the Lightning 
Ridge/Goodooga Reference Group and the Walgett/Collarenebri Reference Group no longer 
exist; the Walgett Community College Board constitution now only makes provision for a 
Councillor member. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and members of the Executive Team 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 

September 2009   Page 46 of 46 



WALGETT SHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That members, representatives and delegates be as outlined in the attached 

schedule with the following amendments: 
 
 a)  Councillor Murray be Council’s sole member of the Walgett Community 

College Board 
 b)  No appointments are made to: the Lightning Ridge/Goodooga Reference 

Group or the Walgett/Collarenebri Reference Group 
 c) Councillor Keir replace Councillor Greenaway as one of two Council 

members of the Northern Regional Library  
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Schedule of representatives and delegates  
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4. CLOSEDOWN OF ADMINISTRATION OVER FESTIVE SEASON 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 
 
Summary: 
 
It is efficient for the majority of Council’s operations to close down for the work days between 
Xmas and New Years Day. It also suits the needs of the majority of staff to plan holidays during 
the Festive Season.   
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
This year the Boxing Day public holiday falls on Monday 28th December and New Years Day is 
the following Friday. It is proposed that Council operations close down for the three intervening 
days of Tuesday 29th to Thursday 31st inclusive. 
 
For the three days of the closedown staff are required to take leave and/or to utilise accumulated 
flexi-time. 
 
During the closedown essential service staff remain on duty in the garbage and water/sewer 
service areas and emergency service staff are rostered to be on call in other areas of Council 
operations. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Council staff and residents 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That: 
 
1. Council operations close for the three days 29th to 31st December 2009 and the 

General Manager make satisfactory arrangements for the maintenance of essential 
services and provision of emergency call out services 

2. The closedown be effectively notified to residents along with details of essential 
service and emergency call out arrangements 
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5. ELECTION OF MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1456 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The terms of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor terminate at the September Council meeting. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The role of the Mayor includes: to exercise urgent policy and decision making functions of the 
Council between meetings of the Council; to exercise such other functions of the Council as the 
Council determines; to preside at meetings of Council; to carry out the civic and ceremonial 
functions of the Mayoral office. The Deputy Mayor exercises the roles of the Mayor during 
absences of the Mayor. 
 
Nominations for each position are to be made in writing by two or more Councillors and the 
nominee must indicate in writing the acceptance of the nomination. 
 
Nominations are to be handed to the General Manager, who will act as Returning Officer, at the 
meeting and the General Manager will announce the names of nominees. 
 
If only one Councillor is nominated, that Councillor is elected. 
 
If more than one Councillor is nominated than Council needs to determine whether the election is 
to proceed by Ordinary (secret) Ballot, Open Voting (a show of hands) or by Preferential Ballot. 
 
If it is determined to proceed by Ordinary or Preferential Ballot the Returning Officer determines 
how Ballot Papers are to be marked. 
 
If there are two candidates, the candidate with the higher number of votes is elected. Under 
Ordinary Ballot, if there are three or more candidates, the one with the lowest number of votes is 
excluded and a new vote taken. If there is an equality of votes between two remaining candidates, 
the one elected is chosen by lot. 
 
If Preferential Ballot is chosen the names of all candidates are placed on a Ballot Paper and 
Councillors must indicate an order of preference for all candidates starting with 1. If a candidate 
has an absolute majority of first preference votes, that candidate is elected. If not, the candidate 
with the lowest number of first preference votes is excluded and the votes on the exhausted ballot 
papers counted to him or her are transferred to the candidates with second preferences on those 
ballot papers.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Schedule 7 “Election of Mayor by Councillors” of the Local Government (General) Regulations 
2005. 
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Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That if there are two or more candidates for the position of Mayor or Deputy Mayor 

than the election proceed by Ordinary (secret) Ballot. 
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6. ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETINGS – DATES AND VENUES FOR 2010 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Ray Kent – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 
 
Summary: 
 
To facilitate forward planning, it is desirable that Council determine its meeting schedule for 2010. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Council has previously determined that Ordinary Meetings of Council should generally be held on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month and that “in any calendar year one Ordinary Meeting of Council 
be held in each of Lightning Ridge, Collarenebri, Rowena, Burren Junction and Carinda”. 
 
The following schedule provides for Meetings in 2010 to be held on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month other than in December, when it is proposed to be held on the third Tuesday (21st 
December). The locations are in the same sequence as for 2009. No meeting is scheduled for 
January. 
 
23rd February – Walgett 
23rd March – Lightning Ridge 
27th April – Collarenebri 
25th May – Walgett 
22nd June – Walgett 
27th July – Rowena 
24th August – Walgett 
28th September – Carinda 
26th October – Walgett 
23rd November – Burren Junction 
21st December - Walgett 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Councillors and staff  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Attachments:  
 
Nil 
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Recommendation: 
 
1. That the schedule of Ordinary Council Meetings for 2010 be as outlined in the report. 
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7. COUNTRY AND REGIONAL LIVING EXPO REPORT  

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate & Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1457 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The Country & Regional Living Expo 2009 took place 7- 9th August at Rose Hill. This report 
provides a summary of the event and its outcomes.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Country and Regional Living Expo is an economic development opportunity for local 
government to address declining populations, skills shortages and business development.  Two 
Council representatives attended the 2009 Expo, as part of the Go West Regional Development 
Group. 
 
The Go West Regional Development Group represents Councils in the Orana Region. Walgett 
Shire Council exhibited as part of the Go West Stand.  By taking a collective marketing approach 
Go West were able to secure a large exhibition site with impressive visual accessories.  As a 
result the Go West stand won the prestigious title of Best Exhibitor display and was certainly one 
of the most visited.  
 
Although Council staff participated in the Go West stand their focus involved promoting Walgett 
Shire and specifically;  
 

1. Promote Shire investment & business opportunities 
2. Advertise “hard to fill” employment opportunities Shire wide 
3. Promote Walgett Shire as a great lifestyle choice for people seeking a tree-change 
4. Create a contact list of potential leads and opportunities 

 
Approximately 8,000 people visited the Expo over the three day period. 
 
Outcomes  
 
Aim  Outcome Level of  public interest  

1. Promote Shire 
investment & business 
opportunities 
 

Information was 
collected from local 
real estate agents and 
presented in folders at 
the stand. 
Information was 
posted on large 
information boards at 
the entrance of the 
building. 

A high level of interest regarding urban residential 
property investment.  Enquiries related to rental 
demographic and financial returns.  When the 
participant date base is available these people will 
be directly marketed with future opportunities. 
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2. Advertise hard to fill 

employment 
opportunities shire 
wide  

Vacancies were 
sourced from local 
employers and 
presented in folder 
format at the stand as 
well as on the 
information board.  

A high level of interest in employment,  with this 
being a primary decision motivator for people.  
Labour market interest mainly involved;  
information technology, business managers and 
human resources.  Two people engaged in 
lengthy conversations regarding the human 
resource position available at Council.  
 

3. Promote Walgett Shire 
as a great lifestyle 
choice 

Information packages 
that outlined services, 
education and lifestyle 
opportunities were 
handed out to 
participants. 

People were interested in the area generally and 
particularly interested in examples of people who 
have made a successful “tree-change”. 
Specifically, people questioned – 
• How welcoming is the community? 
• What difficulties would be associated with a 

Walgett tree-change? 
• What opportunities are there for leisure and 

recreation? 
5.  Create a contact list of 

potential leads and 
opportunities  

A collective data base 
will be available to 
Council and Go West 
expect this to be 
available by the end of 
September.  

Approximately 25% of people who engaged in 
conversation elected to share their contact details. 

 
In summary, people showed great interest in the Go West stand and having Council Shire staff 
present enabled focussed marketing of the Shire.  Staff were engaged with people for the entire 
time on the stand, often with other members of the public waiting in line to speak.   Generally, 
enquiries began with possible employment opportunities and moved into lifestyle and educational 
options.   Council staff were able to speak about their own recent moves to the Shire, acting as 
Walgett Shire “tree-change” ambassadors. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents:  
 
Photographs Go West Exhibition – Country & Regional Living Expo 2009. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, businesses, organisations and agencies with an interest in 
the social and economic outcomes of people residing, working in, and visiting, the Walgett Shire.  
 
Financial Implications:  
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1.   That the Country & Regional Living Expo report be accepted.  
 
2.  That Council support a similar attendance at the 2010 Country & Regional Living Expo. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Go West display photographs 
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8. WALGETT LIBRARY BUILDING EXTENSION 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate & Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1458 

 
 
Summary: 
 
An application to the State Library has been prepared for a  Library Development Grant for an 
extension to the Walgett Library. 
 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Background 
Previous reports have raised the need to extend the Walgett Library premises.  This grant will 
fund such an extension.  
 
The current Walgett Library building offers one small space for people to read, study or engage in 
activity.  The extension will significantly improve library services and benefit the public as follows;  
 
1. Provide multi purpose spaces for community.   
The library currently provides a number of activities but has limited physical space.   For example, 
each weekday afternoon school aged children engage in art/craft activities.  These activities 
occupy all of the library space,  leaving no space for other patrons or diversity in activity. 
 
2. Provide a "social hub" for diverse and innovative library usage.   
It is widely recognised that contemporary libraries offer opportunities for development of social 
capital.  Library users extend beyond traditional borrowers and the library, as a safe community 
space, is an important community asset.  Extending the floor space will encourage social 
connection and allow innovative use.   
 
3. Attract a wider range of users by providing appropriate areas for quiet and active use.   
The expanded space will allow simultaneous quiet and active use. 
 
4. Respond to expressed community need for accessible and appropriate civic space.   
During community consultations (May – August 2009)  the need for a  safe civic space, that is not 
connected to licensed premises,  was repeatedly raised. 
 
Grant funding 
The Library Development Grant will seek funding to demolish one existing library wall and 
construct an extension of 62.55 square metres to the front of the building. 
 
At the completion of this project the following will be achieved:  
1. Expand the floor space of the library to 156 square metres to reflect both service and 

population benchmarks set by the State Library NSW. 
 

2. Enable the library to offer quiet space for research, relaxation and study as well as active 
spaces for adults and children.  

 
3.   Enable appropriate space for access to information technology. 
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4.   Enable the library to operate as a community hub in response to expressed and emerging 
community need.  

 
Identification of need 
 
During consultations with Walgett community members (May - August 2009) the following 
expressed needs were identified:  
(a) the creation of civic space where people can gather and engage in a variety of cultural 
interests  (b) opportunities for community connections, other than those offered by licensed 
premises (ie: aside from recreational activities held at local club)    (c) the creation of civic space 
offering inter-generational, leisure and cultural exchange opportunities.  
 
2.  Results of the Walgett Shire Community Survey (2008) revealed that library services are 

rated highly important by the community. 
 
3.   Standardised need, according to the NSW State Library People & Places benchmarks, 

indicates that the current library floor space is inadequate. 
 
4. The library is currently running an early literacy outreach project which aims to (a) improve 

early literacy skills of Indigenous pre-school children and (b) create a "bridge" between the 
Indigenous community and the library.  Program evaluation to date indicates:  

 
i.  An increase in Indigenous library users   ii.  New Indigenous library users engaging in 
diverse activities iii. Significant increase in community awareness amongst the Indigenous 
population.   

 
Link to strategic planning 
 

• Link to Walgett Shire Council Social Plan :  
Action 3.1.1 - Expand partnerships with community groups/agencies and Walgett/Lighting 
Ridge Libraries with a focus on diverse projects including literacy / early intervention 
projects. 

 
• Link to Walgett Shire Council Management Plan:   

Page 23 of the Management Plan 2009 - 2014 evidences the commitment to the Library 
by identifying a critical Action in 2008/2009 as "Library opening hours in Walgett were 
increased". 

 
• Link to NSW State Plan: Priority R4- Building Harmonious Communities- increase 

participation in volunteering, sports, cultural and artistic activity especially for people from 
low income, non-English speaking and Aboriginal communities 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Walgett Shire Council Community Survey - 2008  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett community members, organisations, agencies and visitors. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Grant funding will be sought for the amount of $200,000.00 
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Recommendation: 
 
1.   That a Library Development Grant  funding application to the State Library NSW  be 

lodged for an extension to the Walgett Library.  
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9. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SUMMARY REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate & Community Services  

AUTHOR:    Lianne Tasker –Manager Community Development & Tourism 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1398 

 
 
Summary: 
 
Community consultations were conducted throughout the Shire, between May – August 2009.   
Data has been collated and a summary of common, Shire wide, issues is provided below.  The 
data will be used to develop the draft Walgett Shire Community Plan 2011 – 2014. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
During May – August 2009 consultations were conducted using a focus group format as follows:  
 
Public forums - Lightning Ridge, Walgett, Collarenebri, Burren Junction, 

Grawin, Carinda and Rowena.   
Open agency and  
service provider forums 

Walgett and Lightning Ridge 

Agency and  
community group visits 

Walgett Legal and Domestic Violence Prevention Women’s 
Group 
Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service  
Dharriwaa Elders Group  
Collarenebri Rotary Club  
Nova Employment/Café 64 
Collarenebri Working Party 
Collarenebri Yarn Up 
Lightning Ridge Transcultural Council 
Lightning Ridge Neighbourhood Centre  
Walgett Interagency Group  
Lightning Ridge Interagency Group   
HomeCare Walgett (DADHC) 

Children and young 
People 

Walgett St Joseph’s Primary School students  
Collarenebri Pre School  
Lightning Ridge Pre School 
Walgett Shire Youth Council 
 

 
Summary of focus groups- 
 
While towns and villages expressed different issues, reflecting their individual lifestyles, there are 
common themes across the Shire as follows- 
 
Community space 

• Community pride is a prominent theme in all towns and villages with residents placing high 
importance on the maintenance and cleanliness of facilities.   

 
• High importance is placed on community buildings and the existence of space that is 

easily accessible and provides opportunities for social connections.  
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• Residents raised the need for additional outdoor spaces that are family friendly, diverse 
and offer opportunity for healthy activity.  

 
• Each of the larger towns emphasised the importance of public seating and places to 

interact with each other within the CBD area.  Seating and shade are seen as important 
community infrastructure.  

 
Young people 

• Employment and educational opportunities are a common theme with people expressing 
the desire for local and meaningful work available for the Shire’s young people.  

 
• Recreational and cultural opportunities for after school, weekends and evenings are 

viewed as critical to building responsible and proud young people.  
 
Community Safety 

• A desire for increased Police presence. 
 

• Upgraded access into shops and footpath repair. 
 

• Road and driveway maintenance and repair. 
 

• Access to Youth refuges. 
 

• Increase of drug and alcohol programs and associated health care. 
 

• Lighting upgrade in CBD and residential areas. 
 
Health  

• Access to fresh fruit and vegetables were raised in each community along with the desire 
for associated healthy living programs. 
 

• Limited access to general medical services and need for increased mental health and 
sexual health services are seen as important. 

  
• Transport issues related to health services in Dubbo/Moree were raised as causing 

significant stress to community members. 
 
 
Recreation & Leisure  

• The link between recreation and alcohol/gambling was raised as a concern with the desire 
to participate in opportunities outside of licensed premises.  

 
• Cultural opportunities, not related to sport, were raised as important to offer diversity to all 

age groups.  
 

• The recognition that cultural and leisure activities can provide alternatives to anti-social 
behaviour, as well as increase general mental and physical health was raised across the 
Shire. 
 

 
Housing  

• Housing across the Shire is seen as inadequate in terms of access and affordability.  
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• Community members raised the need for youth housing, aged housing, crisis 
accommodation and housing for visiting professionals/casual/temporary workers. 

 
Employment & Training  
 

• Across the Shire people raised the need for meaningful work that reflects the local labour 
market skill set.   The community recognises that employment contributes to  strong social 
cohesion and sustainability of the Shire.  Sustainable job creation projects are seen as 
essential, with an emphasis on local social business ventures.   

 
• On going literacy training and innovative learning programs are also seen as important. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire community members, businesses, organisations and agencies with an interest in 
the social and economic development of people residing, working in, and visiting, the Walgett 
Shire.  
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1.  That the Community Consultation Summary Report be accepted. 
 
2. That the draft Walgett Shire Community Plan 2011-2014 be presented at the next  
 Council  meeting. 
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10. ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2008-2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Myrene Lovegrove - Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1459 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends the Draft Annual Financial Statements and Draft Special Purpose 
Financial Statements for the year ending 30 June 2009, be referred to audit. The Statements will 
be tabled at the Council Meeting in September 2009. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Section 413, 415 and 416 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the Council’s General 
Purpose and Special Purpose Annual Financial Reports for the year ending 30 June 2009 to be 
prepared, referred to audit and audited by 31 October 2009. 
 
Council is required to authorise the referral of the Annual Financial Reports consisting of the 
General Purpose Report and Special Purpose Report to Council’s Auditor. 
 
Section 413 of the Local Government Act 1993, also requires that the Financial Reports must be 
accompanied by a Statement by Council and Management made pursuant to section 413 (2)(c) of 
the Local Government Act 1993 and made pursuant to a resolution of Council. 
 
Section 418 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993, states that as soon as practicable but not 
more than 5 weeks after the Audit Report is received, Council must give notice that a Meeting will 
be held to present the Financial Reports and the Auditor’s Report to the public. Such public notice 
must include a summary of the Financial Reports. The Financial Reports and Auditors Reports will 
be presented at the Council meeting held in November 2009. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Draft Annual Financial Statements and Special Purpose Financial Statements 2008/2009 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Spencer Steer Chartered Accountants 
Walgett Shire Ratepayers 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Cost of Audit is provided for in the 2009/2010 Budget. 
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Recommendations: 
That: 
1. The Draft Annual Financial Reports for 2008/2009 be referred to Council’s Auditor. 
2. The Mayor, General Manager and Finance Manager be authorised to sign the 

necessary Financial Statements. 
3. On receipt of the Audited Report, a copy be forwarded to the Department of Local 

Government and the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 
4. Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to set the date at which the 

Auditors report and the Financial Statements be presented to the public. 
5. Public notice be given of the meeting date for formal presentation of the audited 

Annual Financial Reports for 2008/2009 
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11. CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 AUGUST 
2009 

REPORTING SECTION: Corporate and Community Services 

AUTHOR:    Myrene Lovegrove – Finance Manager 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1460 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises the cash on hand and investments held by Walgett Shire Council as at 31 
August 2009.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
Walgett Shire Council operates one primary transaction account with the Commonwealth Bank 
and invests funds surplus to its operational requirements. The level of funds held in the account at 
any time reflects the outlook in terms of payments to be made in the short term.  
 
 As at 31 August 2009 the operational bank account’s balance was $2,551,132.66. The 
reconciliation of this balance is: 

  
Opening Ledger Account Balance as at 1 August 
2009 1,717,756.77  

Add: Receipts     
  

3,327,338.28  

Add: Recalled Investments 
  

1,500,000.00  
Less: New Investments     500,000.00  
Less: Payments  3,493,962.39  

Closing Ledger Balance as at 31 August 2009 
  

2,551,132.66  
  

Balance as per Bank Statement  as at 31 August 
2009 

  
2,442,968.57  

Add: Receipts not banked 

  
 

127,844.67  
Less: Payments not presented 19,680.58  

Closing Balance of Bank Account  
  

2,551,132.66  
 

As at 31 August 2009 Walgett Shire Council’s investment register’s balance was $7,399,360.80. 
The balance as per the attached investment report comprised: 
Term Deposits       $7,350,000.00 
Callable Range Accrual Notes    $1,000,000.00 
Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO)  $      49,360.80 
 
The market values disclosed for the Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligation (CDO) are market 
values as at 30 June 2009 and were supplied by the ANZ Group. The valuation report is attached. 
Discussions with Council’s auditors Spencer Steer have determined these values were 
considered non-material for disclosure purposes and no additional valuations are required. The 
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necessary adjustments have been completed and a loss on investment of $332,884.20 will be 
disclosed in note 6 of the General Purpose Financial Report for the year ending 30 June 2009. 
 
A Floating Rate Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDO) has 2 components; fair market value and 
income stream. As disclosed above the current market value of the portfolio is $49,360.80, 
however the interest payments are still based on the original face value totalling $1,000,000.00. 
The table below shows the market value and current income stream from these products. 
 

Product Market Value Face Value 
June Quarter 

interest 
Annualised 

Interest 

Zircon Finance Limited 0.00
            
500,000                        -                      -   

Managed Aces SP 12,165.59
            
250,000  

            
3,257.81  

      
13,031.24  

Helium Capital 2,193.12
            
200,000  

            
2,181.13  

        
8,724.52  

Magnolia Finance 35,002.09
              
50,000  

               
580.74  

        
2,322.96  

          
49,360.80  

     
1,000,000.00  

            
6,019.68  

      
24,078.72  

 
The CDO’s have maturity dates ranging from March 2012 to June 2015. If the three products 
currently paying interest coupons continue to pay interest for the balance of the investment terms 
Walgett Shire Council may earn an addition interest income of approximately $93,000.00 on 
products with a market value of approximately $49,000.00 
 
 
As at 31 August 2009 Walgett Shire Council’s total available cash and invested funds were 
$9,950,493.46 represented by: 
 
Working Account Balance   $2,551,132.66 
Investments     $7,399,360.80 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1.  That the cash on hand and investment report as at 31 August 2009 be received. 
 



 
Council investments have been made in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 1993, the regulations and council's 
investment policy

Investment Institution Type of Investment Term Rate % Ref Reset Date Maturity Date
(days)

Term Deposits

Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 91 3.90 575/09 01-Sep-09 $ 500,000.00
Bank of Western Australia Term Deposit 97 4.00 576/09 08-Sep-09 $ 300,000.00
Bank of Queensland Term Deposit 88 4.25 579/09 22-Sep-09 $ 500,000.00
Maquarie Bank Term Deposit 90 4.45 580/09 28-Sep-09 $ 500,000.00
Maquarie Bank Term Deposit 91 4.35 581/10 06-Oct-09 $ 500,000.00
Westpac Term Deposit 91 4.30 582/10 06-Oct-09 $ 500,000.00
Local Government Financial Services Term Deposit 91 4.10 583/10 06-Oct-09 $ 500,000.00
AMP Banking Term Deposit 119 4.25 584/10 10-Nov-09 $ 500,000.00
IMB Ltd Financial Services Term Deposit 90 4.20 585/10 12-Oct-09 $ 500,000.00
Savings & Loans Credit Union Term Deposit 90 4.00 586/10 13-Oct-09 $ 250,000.00
Citibank Term Deposit 92 4.17 587/10 21-Jul-09 $ 500,000.00
National Australia Bank Term Deposit 91 4.00 588/10 03-Nov-09 $ 300,000.00
Westpac Term Deposit 91 4.58 589/10 16-Nov-09 $ 500,000.00
Suncorp Metway Term Deposit 91 4.25 590/10 17-Nov-09 $ 500,000.00

Callable Range Accrual Notes (CRAN)
Commonwealth Bank of Australia bond Term Deposit 92 7.50 577/09 16-Sep-09 16-Dec-10 $ 500,000.00
Royal Bank Canada bond Term Deposit 92 7.70 578/09 16-Sep-09 16-Mar-11 $ 500,000.00

Floating Rates Collaterized Debt Obligations (CDO)
Zircon Finance Limited Floating Rate CDO 0.00 20-Sep-14 $ 0.00
Managed Aces SP Floating Rate CDO 94 5.03 20-Jun-15 $ 12,165.59
Helium Capital Floating Rate CDO 92 5.04 23-Jun-14 $ 2,193.12
Magnolia Finance Floating Rate CDO 94 4.75 20-Mar-12 $ 35,002.09

$ 7,399,360.80       

Investment Report as at 31 August 2009
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12. DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE  
APPLICATIONS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Matthew Goodwin – Director Planning and Regulatory Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1367 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report provides a summary of the Development and Complying Development Certificate 
applications recently processed under delegated authority. 
 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The table following this report provides details of Development Applications (DA) and Complying 
Development Certificate (CDC) applications dealt with under delegated authority by the Director 
Planning and Regulatory Services and General Manager during August 2009. 
 
Document type 20 represents Development Applications, while document type 24 represents 
Complying Development Certificates. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Files for the respective Development and Complying Development Certificate applications. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Public and applicants. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council: 
 
1. Note the Development and Complying Development Certificate applications dealt 

with under delegated authority by the Director Planning and Regulatory Services 
and General Manager during August 2009. 

 
 
Attachment 
 
Report on DAs and CDCs issued August 2009 
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13. PROPOSAL TO DEDICATE  CROWN LAND AS PUBLIC ROAD 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1309 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The Land and Property Management Authority has written to Walgett Shire Council to ask 
whether it has any objection to its proposal to dedicate an area of Crown Land adjoining the 
Wooloroo Rd at Lightning Ridge as a public road.  It is recommended that Council respond by 
indicating that it has no objection in defined circumstances. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
In a letter dated 24 Aug 2009 the Land and Property Management Authority (LPMA) queried 
whether Walgett Shire Council had any objection to its proposal to dedicate a 450 square metre 
area between the Wooloroo Road and Western Lands Lease (WLL) 13301 (Lot 57, DP 705026) 
as a public road under section 12 of the Roads Act 1993.  The area adjoins the Wooloroo Road 
and contains a driveway and culvert leading to the WLL which is held by Heather and Lindsay 
Matson.  The WLL has a house, business premises known as Dig In (place of public 
entertainment) and the Spectrum (tourist) Mine. 
 
The letter indicates that “Native Title is not considered extinguished over this parcel of land”, 
hence the Authority would need to lodge a non-claimant application with the Federal Court before 
giving any further consideration to granting a Western Lands Lease over the 450 square metre 
area (see Attachment A).   
 
Previously, at a meeting held on 28 October 2008, Walgett Shire Council had considered a 
proposal to add the 450 square metre area to the Matson’s Western Lands Lease 13301, and 
resolved as follows: 

 
 
Key issues that need to be considered in connection with this proposal include; 

• The area only contains a driveway and culvert which benefits WLL 13301. 
• If Walgett Shire Council accepted dedication of the area as a public road, it becomes 

responsible for the overall management of the area. 
• Culverts on access roads to rural properties and driveways within urban areas are 

commonly located within public road corridors. 
• The area is currently zoned “2. Village or township” under Interim development Order No 1 

– Shire of Walgett. 
• The area is relatively small. 
• All information available to the author suggests that no significant opal mining has 

occurred in the immediate vicinity of the 450m2 area. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Council Policy titled P & R Opal Mining Related Policies, as amended 25 August 2009. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council, Department of Lands, public. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
Nil. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note the Land and Property Management Authority’s letter dated 24 August 2009 

regarding its proposal to dedicate a 450 square metre area between the Wooloroo 
Road and Western Lands Lease (WLL) 13301 (Lot 57, DP 705026) as a public road 
under section 12 of the Roads Act 1993. 

 
2. Respond by stating that Council has no objection to the dedication of the area as a 

public road, provided that: 
  (a) The holder of Western Lands Lease 13301 accepts responsibility for 

 maintaining the driveway and associated culvert located within the area. 
  (b) No cost is incurred by Council in converting the area to a public road. 
 
 
Attachments 
 
A - Letter dated 10th June 2009 the Department of Lands 
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Attachment A - Letter dated 24th August 2009 from the Land & Property Management Authority 
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14. CAMPING AT BURREN JUNCTION BORE BATHS 

REPORTING SECTION: Planning and Regulatory Services 

AUTHOR:    Director Planning and Regulatory Services, Matthew Goodwin 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1366 

 
 
Summary: 
 
A review of Council records indicates that no formal approvals have been issued for the use of the 
Burren Junction bore baths as a camping ground.  This report recommends that Council take 
action to address the situation. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
For many years there have been significant numbers of people camping at the Burren Junction 
bore baths.  Various types of campers use the site including those with tents, buses, motor 
homes, caravans, house boats and vans.  The length of stay ranges from one night to several 
weeks. 
 
On 4 September 2009 the Director of Planning & Regulatory Services observed 36 distinct camps 
on the site.  About 10 of them appeared to be potentially ‘self contained’ with their own toilet and 
shower facilities. 
 
In a related matter, the Burren Junction Bore Baths were closed on 12 September 2009 due to the 
evaporation ponds being full.  The ponds are used to contain tail water which contains pathogens 
and elevated salinity as flows out of the bore baths. 
 
A search of Council records has not located: 

• Any ‘development consent’ under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
which enables the use of the site as a caravan park or primitive camping ground. 

• Any current ‘activity approval’ under Section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993 for a 
caravan park or primitive camping ground. 

 
There are certain exemptions for small scale caravan use within the Local Government 
(Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and Moveable Dwellings) 
Regulation 2005 (for example clause 77 & 78).  However the relatively large scale camping use of 
the Burren Junction bore baths is effectively illegal in the absence of any development consent or 
activity approval. 
 
Options for resolving the current situation are detailed in the table below.  More detailed cost 
estimates are included as Attachment C. 
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OPTION ACTIONS REQUIRED COST ESTIMATE 

Prohibit camping 1. Erect signs prohibiting camping. 
2. Publicise that camping is prohibited. 
3. Periodic regulatory inspections to promote 

compliance with prohibition. 

Signs would cost 
about $500. 

Caravan park & camping 
ground approval 

1. Develop concept plans, including: 
• Determining maximum number & types 

of sites (camping, caravans). 
• Specifications for appropriate amenities 

block. 
• Specifications for appropriate laundry 

block. 
• Stormwater & sewer drainage. 
• Water connection to sites 
• Fire hydrants & fire hose reels. 
• Garbage removal. 
• Site mark out and buffers. 
• Signage & register. 

2. Seek agreement for proposal from Land & 
Property Management Authority. 

3. Lodge Development Application & Activity 
Application. 

4. If applications approved, commence 
construction. 

30 sites, 
$1,585,000 to 
$1,915,000 
 
60 sites, 
$2,095,000 to 
$2,450,000 

Primitive camping 
ground approval  
(Note legal restriction to 
a maximum of 2 sites 
per hectare) 

1. Develop concept plans, including: 
• Determining area to be used. 
• Site mark out and buffers. 
• Garbage removal. 
• Signage. 

2. Seek agreement for proposal from Land & 
Property Management Authority. 

3. Lodge Development Application & Activity 
Application. 

4. If applications approved, commence 
construction. 

Maximum of 32 
sites $86,000 to 
$151,000 

 
The requirements for establishing and maintaining a caravan park and/or camping ground are 
quite prescriptive (See clauses 83 to 131 of the Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, 
Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005).  An example is 
the number of showers and toilets that must be provided under clause 107 (see attachment B). 
 
Primitive camping ground requirements are far less onerous, but clause 132 of the regulation 
imposes a maximum of 2 camp sites per hectare of available area.  A preliminary assessment 
suggests that up to 15.88 hectares may be available (including evaporation ponds) if the travelling 
stock route (TSR) reserve 5679 (lot 7009 DP 1058776) and TSR & camping reserve 60917 (lot 1 
DP 181329) is able to be used.  In that context a maximum of 32 primitive camping ground sites 
may be able to be established. 
 
It is important to note that anecdotal evidence indicates that during winter there have been up to 
60 or more camp sites established at the bore baths.  If Council pursues the primitive camping 
ground option, there is a legal and ethical obligation to ensure that the maximum number of 
camping sites is not exceeded. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 

• Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
• Local Government Act 1993. 
• Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and 

Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005. 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Users of the Burren Junction bore baths, Burren Junction business operators and employees. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
No budget has been allocated to finance any of the options detailed in the report.  The option of 
prohibiting camping could be funded from the existing urban infrastructure budgets, while the 
other options would require Council to allocate additional funds. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That Walgett Shire Council resolve to: 
 
1. Note that the Burren Junction Bore Baths has been closed since 12 September 

2009, pending the resolution of issues associated with the evaporation ponds being 
full. 

 
2. Proceed to develop a concept plan and detailed cost estimates for a primitive 

camping ground at the Burren Junction Bore Baths with up to 32 sites. 
 
2. Seek agreement from the Land & Property Management Authority for the concept 

plan for a primitive camping ground at the Burren Junction bore baths. 
 
3. Lodge a Development Application and Activity Application to formalise the use of 

the Burren Junction bore baths as a primitive camping ground. 
 
4. Consider cost estimates for a primitive camping ground at the Burren Junction bore 

baths as part of the 2009-2010 budget preparation process. 
 
Attachments 
 
A – Site plan & cadastral details 
B – Showers & toilets required 
C – Cost estimates 
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ATTACHMENT A – Site plan & cadastral details 
 

 
ATTACHMENT B – Showers & toilets required 
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ATTACHMENT C – Cost estimates  
 
Walgett Shire Council’s Senior Health and Building Surveyor, Len Smyth, has prepared the 
following cost estimates for formalising camping at the Burren Junction Bore Baths.   
 
Please note: 

• The estimates are minimum figures for basic facilities. 
• No provision is included for ongoing costs or maintenance. 
• Mandatory requirements are derived from the Local Government (Manufactured Home 

Estates, Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds and Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 
2005. 

 
 
CARAVAN PARK AND CAMPING GROUND 
30 sites in accordance with regulations. 
 

ITEM ESTIMATE  
Ablutions and Laundry facilities (cater for 26 to 50 sites) $400,000 Mandatory 
Office and storage facilities $30,000 Mandatory 
Power upgrade to site $200,000 Mandatory 
Roads, water reticulation, sewer, power reticulation, fire services $900,000 Mandatory 
Miscellaneous items inc. garbage collection $15,000 Mandatory 
Development application, construction certificate & activity 
application documentation 

$20,000 Required 

Managers Accommodation (2 to 3 bedroom) $280,000 Optional 
Landscaping $50,000 Optional 

MANDATORY ITEMS TOTAL $1,585,000  
OPTIONAL ITEMS TOTAL $330,000  

GRAND TOTAL $1,915,000  
 
 
CARAVAN PARK AND CAMPING GROUND 
60 sites in accordance with regulations. 
 

ITEM ESTIMATE  
Ablutions and laundry facilities (cater for 51 to 75 sites) $600,000 Mandatory 
Office and storage facilities $40,000 Mandatory 
Power upgrade to site $200,000 Mandatory 
Roads, water reticulation, sewer, power reticulation, fire services $1,200,000 Mandatory 
Miscellaneous items inc. garbage collection $30,000 Mandatory 
Development application, construction certificate & activity 
application documentation 

$25,000 Required 

Managers accommodation (2 to 3 bedroom) $280,000 Optional 
Landscaping $75,000 Optional 

MANDATORY ITEMS TOTAL $2,095,000  
OPTIONAL ITEMS TOTAL $355,000  

GRAND TOTAL $2,450,000  
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PRIMITIVE CAMPING GROUND 
32 sites in accordance with regulations. 
 

ITEM ESTIMATE  
Effluent & ablution block upgrade $75,000 Mandatory 
Development application & activity application documentation $1,000 Required 
Site mark out & signs $10,000 Mandatory 
Sewer upgrade including dump point $25,000 Optional 
General/miscellaneous items inc. garbage collection $20,000 Optional 
Landscaping $10,000 Optional 

MANDATORY ITEMS TOTAL $86,000  
OPTIONAL ITEMS TOTAL $65,000  

GRAND TOTAL $151,000  
 
 
Note: Effluent and ablutions upgrade mandatory to comply with guidelines for On-site Sewerage 
Management issued by the Department of Local Government & NSW Health.  Site conditions 
(black soil dominated by clay) require special design considerations for effluent disposal (eg. 
transpiration bed will not function when soil damp). 
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15.  DOCTORS SURGERY STATUS REPORT 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director of Urban Infrastrucutre Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/867 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report seeks to inform Council of relevant issues relating to the future occupancy of the 
Doctors Surgery building in Wee Waa Street Walgett. The Doctors Medical Surgery has a current 
valuation of $360,000.  

 

Discussion (including issues and background): 
 

On 28 April 2009, Council approved the permanent de-commissioning of Walgett Medical Surgery 
on 20 June 2009. Council has also authorised the General Manager to sell this building ‘as is where 
is’ and that it will not be demolished. Council also approved in principle to undertake a feasibility 
study if a new building was constructed on the same location and the community will be 
economically benefited in the future.  

Council advised RARMS headed by Dr Vlad Matic regarding Council’s decision. RARMS vacated 
the building early this month and moved to its new location at Walgett Hospital. 

The Plan. Council can sell the building in ‘as is where is’ condition if so desired or rehabilitate it to 
meet safe building occupancy requirements. These two options are both feasible rather than 
constructing a new building at the same location but this requires further financial investigation.  

The Main Street Beautification Plan. Council is currently in the process of improving Fox Street into 
truly urbanised outback style. Improvements will include streets, buildings and amenities closely 
situated to this main street.  

Walgett Doctors Surgery has a separate toilet building and is approximately 100 meters from the 
Fox Street intersection. The building is surrounded by vacant land in the north, a service road in the 
east and Wee Waa Street in the south. This location of this building is quite strategic and Council 
can provide enough expansion opportunities around the area.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Council Approved Resolution – 28 April 2009 
Walgett Main Street Beautification Plan  
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Business Community 
Walgett Shire Constituents 
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Social and Community Implications 
 
A great opportunity exists for business and recreational environs should this building be included 
in the current Main Street Beautification plan. Foot traffic around this area may increase, 
encouraging growth of more businesses and to potentially attract tourists.  
 
Financial Implications  
Potential income of $266.80 per week ceased this month. 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That Council make no decision regarding the future of the Walgett Doctors Surgery 

building until a Main Street Beautification master plan is in place. 
 
 
Attachments 
 
Nil 
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16.  WATER AND SEWERAGE PROGRAM FOR ABORIGINAL 
COMMUNITIES 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:   Siegfredo Coralde – Director of Urban Infrastructure   Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1455 

 
 
Summary: 
 
This report recommends Council proceed in negotiations with the New South Wales Government 
through the Department of Water and Energy in the finalisation of Service Agreement for the 
benefit of Walgett aboriginal community reserves. 
 
The negotiation is translated into a Partnership Program involving Walgett Shire Council, NSW 
Aboriginal Land Council and the Department of Water and Energy to improve the water supply 
and sewerage services in selected aboriginal communities in Walgett. 
 
Background  
 
Council and leaders of the Walgett Aboriginal Land Council were invited by the Department of 
Water and Energy for a site meeting late last year regarding the $200 million investment over the 
next 25 years on maintenance, operation and repairs in approximately 60 aboriginal communities 
across New South Wales. The first meeting took place at the Aboriginal Land Council Building in 
Fox Street and was chaired by Mr John Bourke, Aboriginal Water Supply and Sewerage Program 
Manager of the Department of Water and Energy, Newcastle. In this meeting, the NSW 
Department of Water and Energy identified relevant issues to develop a plan for operations, 
maintenance and repairs of existing water and sewerage systems. A standard Service Agreement 
document template is then developed and made available to all Local Aboriginal Land Councils 
and participating NSW local water utilities (Attachment 1). 
 
Two local aboriginal communities of Gingie and Namoi are to be included in the program.  
 
Discussion (including issues)  
 
A standard Service Agreement has been prepared by the NSW Department of Water and Energy 
which is still in a draft form at this stage. Roles of participating Local Water Utilities and LALCs are 
yet to be fine-tuned and the DWE is still collating comments from all parties involved. 
 
It is to be noted that Schedules 1, 2 and 3 of the agreement will stipulate details of engagement 
as follows:  
 
Operation and maintenance: involves full servicing of water supply and sewerage systems 
 
Emergency repairs:  involves fixing pumps, lines and other equipment if they break down 

 
Improvements: involves improvement to supply and demand of water quality and sewerage 
services 

 
Regular inspection: involves inspection and maintenance of pumping stations and treatment 
plants. 

 
Regular maintenance: involves maintenance and cleaning of sewer pumps and mains.  
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Regular testing: involves collection, testing and reporting of water quality. 

 
Management Plans: involves developing a plan on how to protect the water and sewerage 
systems.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
NSW Aboriginal Community Program for Water and Sewerage 
Best Practice Management of Water Supply and Sewerage Guidelines 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Aboriginal Communities 
Walgett Shire Business Community 
 
Social and Community Implications  

The program may improve the living conditions of Gingie and Namoi aboriginal communities 
because of improved water supply and sewerage services. 

Financial Implications  
 
Increase in Council’s capital as well as operational budget in water services over the years. There 
is also an opportunity to employ staff as a result of increased operational works.  
 
Recommendations: 
 
1.  That Council approve participation in the Aboriginal Water and Sewerage Program. 
 
2.  That Council authorise the General Manager to continue negotiations with the NSW 

Aboriginal Land Council and NSW Department of Water and Energy regarding the 
Aboriginal Water and Sewerage Program in Walgett. 

 
 
Attachments 
 
Draft Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewerage Program Document 
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17. WATER RESTRICTION POLICY 

REPORTING SECTION: Urban Infrastructure Services 

AUTHOR:    Siegfredo Coralde – Director of Urban Infrastructure Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1448 

 
Summary: 
 
This report seeks to address concerns relating to water supply and demand management by 
ensuring that the time periods when watering is permitted is moved away from the generally 
expected peak demand for normal domestic and business use. 
 
This report recommends to Council the approval and implementation of its Water Restriction 
Policy effective 30th September 2009. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
Over the years the water supplies in the Walgett, Lightning Ridge, Collarenebri, Rowena and 
Carinda communities have historically come under pressure during summer months, to 
accommodate watering and irrigating of lawns and gardens. 
 
To manage these issues, water restrictions in some form have been implemented before summer 
months or during emergencies to manage the demand to acceptable levels. These water 
restrictions have in the past been implemented in an ‘ad-hoc’ fashion and have never been 
formulated in Council policy. 
 
Moving forward. A change of water restriction schedule was issued on 05 January 2009 where 
residents were prohibited using sprinklers other than between the following times: 
 
 

Description Sprinkling Times Remarks Mornings Evenings 
Residential 
Premises 

6:00 am - 8:00am 6:00 pm – 10:00pm Daily 

Commercial 
Premises 

From 8:00 am  To: 4:00 pm Monday 
to Friday 
only 

 
The above notice was revoked on 28 April 2009 when Council passed Resolution 93/09 lifting 
water restrictions from 01 May 2009 to 31 August 2009. Council did not reinstate a water 
restriction notice based on the above schedule pending approval of a new policy. 
 
The new policy contains four levels of water restrictions. The first level which is intended to be 
introduced  upon approval of the Water Restriction Policy is scheduled as follows: 
  

• Residential premises from 5:00 am to 8:00 am and  6:00 pm to 10:00 pm daily 
• Public parks, sport fields and school grounds from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Mondays to Fridays 

(for fully automated sprinklers) 
• Public parks, sport fields and school grounds from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Mondays to Fridays 

(for non-automated sprinklers) 
• Commercial premises from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Mondays to Fridays.  
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Relevant Reference Documents:  
 
Water Management Regulation 2003  
(Water Supply Authorities – Water Restrictions) 
Water Meter Policy 
Best Practice Management of Water Supply and Sewerage Guidelines 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Walgett Shire Council 
Walgett Shire Business Community 
Walgett Shire Constituents 
 
Financial, Social and Community Implications  

Council needs to disseminate information to the general public by posting the policy at Council 
offices, libraries, depots and post offices. Publishing to local newspapers is also desirable. 

Council give consumers an indication of permissible practises which are allowed during each level 
of water restriction, thereby making compliance and enforcement easier. The policy is intended to 
give a clear definition of how breaches of the restrictions will be dealt with by Council’s enforcing 
officer. 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1.  That Council approves the Water Restriction Policy effective 30 September 2009. 
 
2.  That Council approves implementation of Water Restriction Level 1 effective 05  

October 2009. 
 
3.  That Council disseminate information to public libraries, Council depots, post 

offices including publication to local newspapers.  
 
 
Attachments 
 
AFM – Water Restriction Policy 
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18. BURREN JUNCTION RESCUE SQUAD (VRA) - REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE 

REPORTING SECTION: Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

AUTHOR:    Ian Taylor - Director Rural Infrastructure & Support Services 

FILE NUMBER:   09/1444 

 
 
Summary: 
 
The Burren Junction Rescue Squad is a member of the Volunteer Rescue Association (VRA) and 
performs rescue and related emergency services in place of a State Emergency Services (SES) 
Unit.  The Squad has requested financial assistance from Council.  This report recommends that 
Council grant the Squad a $5,000 payment for capital improvements and offer them a 
Memorandum of Understanding for financial support for operations and maintenance. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
 
The Burren Junction Rescue Squad is a member of the Volunteer Rescue Association (VRA) 
which is a not for profit organisation dedicated to operating rescue units accredited under the 
State Emergency and Rescue Management Act 1989.  It performs rescue and related emergency 
services in place of or assisting a SES Unit, Fire Brigade or Rural Fire Service Brigade.  The 
Burren Junction Rescue Squad is the Primary rescue unit in Burren Junction. The nearest 
alternate units are Wee Waa, Collarenebri, and Walgett. 
 
The Squad has requested financial assistance from Council.  This comprises a one-off grant for 
capital expenditure of $5,000 and a five-year commitment to provide $3,000 per annum for 
operational and maintenance expenditure.  Refer attached email. 
 
Walgett Shire Council supports five SES Units being those at Walgett, Lightning Ridge, Glengarry, 
Collarenebri, and Carinda.  This obligation is under the State Emergency Service Act 1989.  Most 
of these units provide either Primary or Secondary accredited Rescue Response.  Based upon 
the current budget, the average expenditure allowed per Unit is approximately $12,000 per 
annum.  The assessment under the SES Act is currently $19,583 per annum for all units 
combined. 
 
The VRA is not financially supported at the Rescue Squad level by the State Government, but 
relies entirely upon donations and sponsorships.  This source of income to the Burren Squad has 
diminished in recent years.  Conversely, the cost of operating the Squad is continually increasing.  
Refer to attached email. 
 
It is considered that the Squads request is reasonable.  Therefore it is recommended that the 
Squad is offered: 
 
A grant for capital expenditure to be expended by 30 June 2010 and to be paid on receipt of 
correctly rendered and paid Tax Invoices; and 
To enter a Memorandum of Understanding with Council for the payment of an annual contribution 
for operational and maintenance of the Squad of up to $2,000 per financial year to commence in 
the year the agreement is signed and to operate for an initial period of five years.  The annual 
continuation of the grant would be subject to the Squad providing Council with a copy of their 
audited annual accounts. 
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Relevant Reference Documents: 
 
Email: Burren Junction Rescue Squad 16 August 2009 (attached) 
 
Stakeholders: 
 
Burren Junction Rescue Squad 
Burren Junction District Community 
Travellers through Burren Junction District 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The Squad has requested a one-off grant of $5,000 and an on-going commitment of $3,000 per 
year for 5 years. 
 
Council has budgeted $59,582 for State Emergency Services in 2009/2010.  Approximately 
$20,000 will be paid to Emergency Management NSW for administering SES Units in Walgett 
Shire.  In 2008/2009 this budget was approximately $20,000 under expended (omitting the 
advance payment for 1st Quarter 2009/2010) 
 
Recommendations: 
 
That Council offer to the Burren Junction (Volunteer Rescue Association) Rescue Squad: 
 
1. A grant for capital expenditure to be expended by 30 June 2010 and to be paid on 

receipt by Council of correctly rendered and paid Tax Invoices; and 
 
2.  To enter a Memorandum of Understanding with Council for the payment of an 

annual contribution for operational and maintenance of the Squad of up to $2,000 
per financial year to commence in the year the agreement is signed and to operate 
for an initial period of five years.  The annual continuation of the grant would be 
subject to the Squad providing Council with a copy of their audited annual accounts 
and remaining recommended for accreditation by the State Rescue Board of NSW. 

 
 
Attachments:  
 
Email request from Pat Slack-Smith 
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