
Kind Regards, 
Your Neighbour

Name

Address

Overgrown and  
Unsightly Property
Neighbour Handout

Hello Neighbour,

You may not be aware but your overgrown/
unsightly property is causing issues of concern for 
the surrounding community. 

I decided to let you know about this instead of 
making a complaint with Walgett Council as I’m 
sure you would like the opportunity to sort this out 
yourself.

Details (Optional)

Walgett.nsw.gov.au

Join us online:

For more information regarding overgrown 
properties and owners responsibilities, please  
E-mail us at admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au or
contact Council on (02) 6828 6100. (Optional)

https://www.walgett.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Walgett-Shire-Council


Overgrown and  
Unsightly Property Fact Sheet

A bush or grass fire can happen at any time of the year but the risk is higher during the warmer months, 
when bush, grass or scrub is drier. Council is urging residents to mow their lands to lower the fire risk.

Overgrown Urban Lots

An urban lot is considered overgrown within the Walgett Shire if:
• The grass on the site exceeds a height of 30cm, or;
• The grass on the site has sufficient density and height to sustain a significant grass fire, or;
• Has sufficient vegetation to provide shelter for vermin and snakes.
Complaints about overgrown grass or vegetation on urban lots can be made by calling Walgett Shire
Council on phone number 6828 6100.

Routine inspections are also undertaken by Council’s Regulatory Officer to determine whether there are 
overgrown lots within the Shire’s towns and villages.

Where an overgrown lot has been identified via an inspection or complaint:
Council will write to the landowner and request that they make arrangements to mow and maintain the 
land.
In cases where the request letter is not addressed, or there is an immediate hazard, Council will send a 
‘Notice of Intention to Issue an Order’ under the Local Government Act 1993. Generally if the land is 
less than 2,000m2, the proposed order will require mowing of the whole lot.  If a lot is larger, then the 
owner may be requested to put a 5 metre mowed buffer along the boundary to all neighbouring 
properties.
• An Inspection will be carried out by Council after the 30 days has lapsed.  If the lot has not been 
mowed or cleared, then Council may proceed to issue  “Order 21” under section 124 of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  This order will give the owner a further 30 days to remove/clear the vegetation.
• A re-inspection will take place after the 30 days has lapsed.  If the lot still hasn’t been cleared, then 
Council may issue a fine and mow the site at the landowner’s cost.
Council will mow land for land holders on a user pays basis.  Please contact Councils Engineering/
Technical Services on 6828 6100 if you wish to use this service.
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